This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


•I/- 


?f.v 


h. 


,cl 


A^n 


r^9 


\f  ^^ri^^Sj^^^^^^K\ 

^^B^  fflSi 

Z3X:r      e.  /3o 


Digitized  by 


Google 


y.fi:-. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 

ROMAN  HISTORY 

FROM    THE 

FOUNDATION    of  ROME 

TO    T  HE 

BATTLE   of  ACTIUM: 

THAT    IS, 

To  the  End  of  the  COMMONWEALTH. 
By    Mr-    R    O    L    L     I    N, 

Late  Prmchal  of  the  Uninterfity  of  Paris,  Prof ef or  of  Eloquence  m  the 
Royid  CoBege,  aed  Pdhw  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  lufirtptions  and 
Bellee^Lettreu 

Tranflated  from  the  French, 
VOL.    IIL 

THE    THIRD    EDITION. 

ILLUSTRATED  WITH  MAPS  AND  COPPER-PLATES. 

I >     ■    ■  '  ^ ■'  'i    '     ■    ■ 

LONDON, 

ninted  for}.  Ritington,  R.Baldwin,  Hawes  Clarke 
and  Collin  s,  R.  H0R6FIELD,  W.  Jo'HNsTON,  W.  Owen, 
T.  Caslon,  S.  Crowder,  B.  Law,  Z.Stuart,  Robinson 
and  Roberts^  and  Newbery  and  Carnan. 

MDCCLXVJH. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^      '  .m '      ♦  I  '       ! " 


Contents  of  Vol.  IIL 


B    o   O    K     X. 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

T7P0N  the  report  of  terrible  f  reparations  of  war  in 
v/    Httruria^  ^  Fabius  and  P.  Decius  are  cbofen  Ccn- 
fds.     j^tar  infiituted  ta  Plebeian  Chaftity.     Ufurers 
fiiied.     Slight  difputes  between  the  two  Confuls  in  refpe£l 
to  Heituria^  which  is  decreed  to  Fabius,     He  repairs 
tbitbir.     Some  time  after  be  is  recalled  to  Rome^  and 
tbenfeiHi  back  into  Hetruria  with  Deems  and  new  trocps. 
Famous  battle  with  the  Samnites  and  Gauls  in  Hetru- 
ria.    Decius  devotes  bimfelf  in  it.    ^he  Romans  gain 
the  viSory.     Triumph  of  Fabius.     War  againjl  the 
Samnites^  and  in  Hetruria.     Terrible  preparations  of 
war  on  ibejide  of  the  Samnites.     fVhilji  Carvilius  b^- 
fieges  Cominium,  Papirius  fights  a  famous  battle  near 
Aquiiamay  in  which  the  Samnites  are  cut  to  pieces.  The 
city  ofCominium  is  taken.    Great  joy  at  Rome  for  thefe 
vi&ories.      The    Hetrurians    take    arms :    Carvilius 
marches  againft  them.     Papirius  returns  to  Rome^  and 
is  boncured  with  a  triumph.     Carvilius  triumphs  alfo^ 
after  having  defeated  the  Hetrurians.  Cenfus  compleated. 
Plague  rages  areadfully  at  Rome.  I 

Se£fc.  II.     The  Samnites  take  arms  atid  defeat  the  army  of 

Fabius  Curgcs,     He  is  accufed.     His  father  obtains  his 

pardon^  and  goes  tv  fe^ve  under  him  as  bis  lieutenant. 

The  Rjomans  gain  afamcus  viSlcry.     Z*.  Pofiumius  be- 
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ing  Inter-rtx^  caufes  himfelf  to  he  defied  Conful.  The ' 
plague  contvtues  to  rage  at  Rome.  Aferpent  is  brought 
from  Epidaurus^  which  is  faid  to  be  yEfculapius  under 
the  form  of  that  animal.  The  dijiemper  ceafes.  A  tem- 
ple is  ereSled  to  him  in  the  ifle  of  the  Tiber.  Difpute  be  • 
tween  Pojiumiusj  andFabiuSy  Conful  the  preceding  year. 
Poftumius  takes  ftveral places.  Co'ony  of  twenty  tbou^ 
fand  men  fettled  at  Venujia^  and  in  its  neighbourhood, 
jpabius  triumphs  over  the  Samnites.  Poftumius j  on  the 
expiration  of  his  Confuljhip^  is  accufed^  and  condemned. 
The  Samnites  and  Sabmes  are  reduced  to  afk  peace.  Three 
new  colonies  Judges  of  criminal  affairs  injlituted. 
Cenfus.  FabiuSy  Prince  of  the  Senate.  Domejiic  dif- 
fefiftons  concerning  debts.  Laws  paffed  in  favour  of  the 
people.     War  with  the  Volfcinians  and  Lucanians*  34. 

Seel.  III.  Important  war  with  the  Gauls  called Senones. 
Murder  of  the  Roman  amhaffadors.  Army  of  Cacilius 
defeated  by  the  Senones.  Ruin  of  that  people.  Samnites 
conquered  War  with  the  Tarentines :  occafion  of  it. 
Their  infuHs  of  the  Romans.  Remans  again  infulted 
by  the  TarinLnes.  War  declared  agair^fi  them.  They 
call  in  Pyrrbus  King  of  Efirus  to  their  aidy  who  fends 
themfome  troops  He  fcon  after  lands  at  Tar entum^ 
hanging  firft  fuffercd  a  rudeficrm.  He  puts  an  end  to 
the  idle  end  voluptuous  life  of  the  inhabitants.  Horrid 
wurder  of  all  the  citizens  of  Rhegium.  Battle  between 
the  Conful  Lcvinus  and  Pyrrhus.  The  latter  is  viSor 
rious  by  the  means  of  his  elephants.  New  troops  are 
fent  to  Levinus.  Pyrrhus  approaches  Rome:  he  is 
ohliged  to  return  direSily.  Chara£fer  of  that  prince. 
Rome  fends  embcffadors  to  Pyrrhus  concerning  the  pri^ 
fdners.  Inftead  of  a  mere  exchange^  the  King  propofes  a 
peace.  His  private  converfation  withFabriius.  Feaft 
given  the  ambafjadors.  They  return  tp  Rome.  Pyr^ 
rhus  fends  Cineas  thither -^  to  treat  of  peace.  The  Senate 
deliberates  upon  the  offers  of  Pyrrhus.  Appius  Claudius 
prevents  a  peace  frcm  being  concluded.  The  Senate^ s 
lofty  and  nolle  anfwer.  Return  of  Cineas  to  Tarcntum.  5 1 
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St6t.  IV.  Cenfus  of  the  Roman  citizens.  Second  battU 
with  Pyrrbus  near  AJculum.  Fabricius  the  Conful  in- 
forms Pyrrhus  that  his  phyfician  had  offered  to  poifon 
bim.  Pyrrbus  goes  to  Sicily  to  ajjiji  the  S)racufians 
againft  the  Carthaginians.  The  latter  renew  the  treaty 
with  the  Rou.ans.  Rajb  enterprize  of  the  new  Confuls. 
Rjufinus  takes  Crotona  and  Locri.  Pyrrhus  quits  Sicify^ 
and  returns  to  Italy.  Citizens  punijhed  for  refujing  to 
lift.  Third  and  laft  battle  with  Pyrrhus :  viSlory  gaiud 
by  Curius.  Famous  triumph  of  that  Conful.  Pyrrhus 
deceives  bis  allies^  and  fleals  away  from  Italy.  Cenfor* 
fhip  remarkable  for  great  feverities.  8  6 

Scft.  V.  Embajfy  of  Ptolomy  Pbiladelphus  to  the  Romans. 
Veftal  punlfbcd  with  death.  New  colonies  Taren:um 
furrenders  to  the  Romans.  War  with  the  Samnites  en- 
tirely  terminated.  Return  of  the  Roman  ambaffadors 
from  Egypt.  Cenforjhip  ofLurius.  The  conquered  ene- 
mies are  deprived  of  part  of  their  lands.  Severe  venge* 
once  taken  by  Rome  of  the  legion  which  had  maffacred 
tb9  inhabitants  of  Rhegium.  Money  firft  coined  at 
Rome.  New  colonies.  IV ar  with  the  Picentes  happily 
terminated.  The  psact  of  Italy  entirely  eftablifbeaby 
the  fubmijjion  of  the  Salentini  arid  Umbrians.  The 
Apollonians^  and  afterwards  the  Volfciniansy  implore  the 
aid  of  Rome.  Regulation  in  refpe3  to  the  Cenfors. 
Number  of  the  ^^ors  doubled  and  augmented  to  eight. 
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Se6t.  L    Origin^   increafe^  power^   charaSier,   manners^ 
and  dsfe£ls  cf  the  Carthaginians^  ibid. 

Scft.  tl.  Treaties  concluded  between  the  Romans  and  Car* 
thaginians  before  the  firft  Punic  war,  132 
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Scft.  1.  Aid  granted  hy  the  Romans  to  the  Mameriines 
againji  tte  Carthaginians  occafions  the  firji  Punic  war. 
The  Conftd  Appius  goes  to  Sicily.  He  defeats  Hiero^ 
and  enters  Meffma.  He  beats  the  Carthaginians^  and 
leaving  a  Jirong  garrifon  at  Meffma^  returns  to  Jianfe^ 
and  has  the  honour  of  a  triumph.  Cenfus  compleated. 
Tnjlituticn  of  gladiatorial  combats.  Vejtals  funijhed. 
Two  new  Confuls  go  to  Sicily,  treaty  concluded  he^ 
tween  Hiero  and  the  Romans.  Punijbment  of  foldiers- 
who  had  furrendered  themfelves  to  th^  enemy  in  a  cow- 
'  ardly  manner.  The  Confuls  return  to  Rome.  Triumph 
of  Valerius :  firfi  fun-dial  at  Rome.  Nail  driven  on 
account  of  the  plague.  New  colonies.  The  Romans^ 
in  conjunffion  with  the  trcops  of  Syracufe^  hejiege  A^ri^ 
gentum.  A  battle  is  fought^  in  which  the  Carthagini- 
ans  are  entirely  defeated.  The  city  is  taken  after  ajiegt 
of  feven  months.  Perfidy  of  Hanna  in  regardotd  his 
mercenary  foWers.  He  is  recalled^  avd  Amilcar  fent  to 
fucceed  h:m. .  The  Romans  build  and  man  a  fleets  in 
order  to  difpute  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea  with  the  Car^ 
thaginians.  The  Conful  Cornelius  and  feventeen  fhips 
are  taken^  and  carried  to  Carthage.     The  refi  of  the 

'  fleet  beats  the  Carthaginian  General.     Famous  naval 

'  viUory  gained  by  Duilius  near  the  coaji  of  Myle.  His 
triumph.     Expedition  againft   Corfica  and  Sardinia. 

^  Confpiracy  at  Rome  fupprejfed  in  its  birth ^  138 

Spft.  II.    The  Conful  Atilius  is  preferved  in  great  danger 
•  by  the  courage  of  Calpumius  tlamma^  a  legionary  Tri- 
bune.    He  beats  the  Carthaginian  fleet.     Regulus  is 
etelled  Conful.     Famous  battle  of  Ecnoma  gained  by  the 
'  Romans  at  fea.     The  two  Ctfnfuls  go  to  Africa^  take 
Clypea^  and  ravage  the  whole  country.     Regulus  con- 
i^nues  to  command  in  Africa  in  quality  of  Proconful:  his 
Collegue  returns  to  Rome.     Regulus  demands  afuccejfor. 
.  £:ittle  with  the  fcr pent  of  Bagrada.    Battle  gained  by 
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JUgulaJ.  He  takes  Tunis.  Hard  fropofats  of  j^ace 
offered  tj  Regulus  to  the  Cartbaginians :  tbiy  refuji 
tbem.  Tbe  arrival  of  Xantbippus  tbe  LacedatnomaH 
revives  tbe  courage  and  confidence  of  tbe  Cartbaginians. 
Regulus  is  defeated  in  a  battle  by  Xantbippus^  and  taken 
pfifimer.  Xantbippus  retires.  R^exions  of  Polybius 
upon  tbat  great  event.  A  new  fieet  built  at  Rome. 
Tbe  Cartbaginians  raije  tbejiege  of  Cfypea^  Tbe  Ccn- 
fuls  go  to  Africa  witb  a  numerous  fleets  After  gaining 
two  battlesy  tbey  put  to  fea  again  tv  return  into  Italy i 
Tbe  Roman  fleet  is  difperfed  by  a  dreadful  Jiorm  upon  tbe 
.  eoafts  of  Sicily.  Tbe  Cartbaginians  befiege^  and  take^ 
Agrigentum.  Tbe  taking  of  Panormus  by  tbe  Romans 
is  followed  by  tbe  furrender  of  many  places.  Tbe  Ro" 
mansj  Mfcouraged  by  feveral  fhipwrecksy  renounce  tbe 
fea.  Lipara  taken.  Dif obedience  of  an  officer  feverely 
pumfhed.  Remarkable  feverity  of  tbe  Cenfrs.  Tbe 
Senate  turn  tbeir  wbole  efforts  again  to  tbe  war  by  fea i 
Famous  battle  by  land  near  Panormus  gained  by  tbe 
Proconful  Metellus  over  tbe  Cartbaginians.  Tbe  ele- 
pbants  tbat  were  taken  are  fent  to  Rome.  Manner  in 
wbicb  tbey  are  made  to  pafs  tbe  Jirait.  Tbe  Cartbagi^ 
mans  fend  Ambaffadors  to  Rome  to  treat  of  peace^  and 
of  tbe  excbange  of  prifoners.  Regulus  accompanies  tbem. 
He  declares  againji  tbe  excbange.  He  returns  to  Car" 
ibage^  where  be  is  put  to  death  in  tbe  moft  cruel  tor-*' 
ments.  Reflexions  upon  tbe  conftancy  and  patience  of 
Regulus^  165,  166 

Scdt.  IIL  Triumph  of  Metellus.  Siege  of  Lilybaum  by 
tbe  Romans.  Treafon  difcovered  in  that  city  :  A  cm* 
fiderahle  relief  enters  it.  Bloody  a£iion  round  tbe  ma^ 
chines.  They  are  fet  on  fire.  Vain  difpofuion  of  the 
Conful  Clodius.  Battle  of  Drepanum :  lofs  of  the  Ro- 
man  fieet.  Tbe  Conful  Junius  goes  to  Sicily.  New  dif 
grace  of  the  Romans  at  Lilybaum.  They  happily  avoid 
two  battles.  Tbe  Reman  fbips  entirely  dejiroyed  by  a 
great  ftorm.  A  Diifator  is  nominated.  Junius  rakes 
Eryx.  Amilrar  Barcas  is  appointed  to  command  in  Si- 
cily.  Several  perfonsfit  out  privateers  and  plunder  Hip^ 
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pona.  Birth  of  Hannibal.  Exchange  cf  prifmers. 
Two  new  colonies^    Cenfus.     A  Roman  lady  cited  be-^ 

'  fore  the  People^  and  fined.  Amilcar  takes  the  city  of 
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per  fans.  Poftumius  the  Confulkept  at  Rome  on  account 
of  his  being  a  prieft.  The  Senate  forbids  Lutatius  to 
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ijlands  jEgates  gained  by  the  Romans.  ^Treaty  of  peace 
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war.     Sicily  becomes  a  province  of  the  Roman  people^ 

206 
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THIS  tenth  book  contains  the  ipace  of" 
thirty  years,  from  the  457th  to  the  487th 
year  of  Rome,  and  conies  down  to  the  firft 
Punic  wan  It  contains  feveral  wars  againft  the 
Hetrurians,  Samnites,  and  other  States  of  Italy, 
and  elpecially  againft  Pyrrhus,  It  is  in  this  laft 
war  that  Fabricius  jind  Curius  diftinguifli  them- 
ielves,  j»s  much  by  their  extraordinary  virtue, 
as  their  valour. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

Upon  the  report  of  terrible  preparations  of  war  in  Hetru- 
riay  ^  Fabius  and  P.  Decius  are  chofen  Ccnfuls.  Altar 
inftituted  to  Plebeian  Chajlity.  Ujurcrs  fined.  Slight 
difputes  between  the  two  Confuls  in  refpeSf  to  Hetruria^ 
which  is  decreed  to  Fabius.    He  repairs  thither.     Sonie 
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time  after  he  is  recalled  to  Rome,  and  then  feni  back 
into  Hetruria  with  Dedus  and  new  troops.  Famous 
battle  with  the  Samnites  and  Gauls  in  Hetruria.  De- 
cius  devotes  bimfelf  in  it.  The  Romans  gain  the  vic- 
tory. Triumph  of  Fabius.  Pf^ar  againji  the  Samnites, 
and  in  Hetruria.  .  Terrible  preparations  of  war  on  the 
fide  of  the  Samnites.  JVbilfi  Carvilius  bejieges  Comi^ 
nium^  Papirius  fights  a  famous  battle  near  Aquiloniaj 
in  which  the  Samnites  are  cut  to  pieces.  The  city  of 
Cominium  is  taken.  Great  joy  at  Rome  for  tbefe  viifo- 
ries.  ^  The  Hetrurians  take  arms :  Carvilius  marches 
agair/i  them*  Papirius  returns  to  Rome,  and  is  ho- 
noured  with  a  triumph.  Carvilius  triumphs  alfo,  af^ 
ter  having  defeated  the  Hetrurians.  Cenfus  compleated. 
Plague  rages  dreadfully  at  Rome. 

A.R.+57.         Q:,  Fabius^  V. 

Ant.C.  p    DeCIUS,   IV. 

295.  ' 

Liv.  1. 10.  A  PPIUS,  who  had  remained  in  Hetruria,  wrote 
c.  21,  22.  -Tx  letters  after  letters  to  advife  Rome  of  the  danger, 
with  which  it  was  menaced.  He  faid,  that  four  ar- 
mies had  united  their  forces :  the  Hetrurians,  the 
Samnites,  the  Umbrians,  and  the  Gauls :  that  they 
had  divided  their  forces  into  two  camps,  becaufe  one 
could  not  contain  fo  great  a  number  of  troops.  This 
news  caufed  the  Conful  Volumnius  to  be  recalled  to 
Rome,  to  prefide  at  the  eledlion  of  new  magiftrates. 
Before  he  took  the  fuffrages  of  the  Centuries,  he  af- 
fembled  the  People,  and  expatiated  much  upon  the 
importance  of  the  war  in  queftion.  He  reprefented, 
**  that  from  the  time  he  had  been  in  Hetruria  with 
his  collegue,  one  general  and  one  army  did  not  fuf- 
fice  for  ftiftaining  the  war.  That  it  was  faid  the  Um- 
brians, and  great  fuccours  from  the  Gauls,  had  joined 
the  former  enemy.  That  they  Ihould  remember,  in 
giving  their  fuffrages,  that  they  were  choofing  Co'n- 
fuls,  to  oppofe  four  powerful  People.  That  if  he 
did  not  affure  himfelf,  that  the  Roman  people  would 
choofe  the  perfon  Conful,  who  was  indilputably  the 
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greateft  of  all  their  generals,  he  (hould  declare  him  A- ^"♦^^t 
Diaator  direftly."  ^^^s- 

It  was  pcrfeftly  underftood,  that  he  meant  Q.  Fa-» 
bius.     In  confequence  the  fiifFrages  all  declarecl  for 
him,  and  the  People  intended  to  give  him  L.  Volum- 
nius  for  a  coUegue.     I  defire  the  reader  to  obferve 
the  perpetual  attention  of  the  Roman  people,  and  of 
their  chiefs,  to  confer  the  command  of  their  armies 
upon  perfons  of  merit  univerfally  known,  efpecially 
in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger.     This  is  one  of  the 
Caufcs,  which  contributed    moft  to  aggrandize   the 
Roman  empire.     Fabius  excufed  himfelf,  as  he  had 
done  the  two  preceding  years,  but  as  inefFecSually* 
He  therefore  confined  himfelf  to  demanding  Decius 
again  for  a  coUegue,  and  reprefented,  "  that  it  would 
be  a  great  fupport  and  relief  to  his  advanced  age. 
That  he  had  found  by  experience,  during  their  being 
Cehfors,  and  their  two  Confulfhips   togetherj    how 
much  the  union  between  coUegues  conduces  to  the 
fervice  of  the  public.     That  an  old  man  habituates 
himfelf  with  difficulty  to  a  new  companion  in  autho* 
rity ;  whereas  he  is  much  more  eafy  and  open  with 
one,  to  whofe  manners  and  humour  he  is  accuftomed,*' 
The  Conful,  far  from  taking  offence  at  this  kind  of 
exclufion  by  Fabius,  came  in  with  joy  to  fo  juft  a  de- 
mand, giving  Decius  the  praifes  he  deferved,  and  in- 
fifting  ftrongly  upon  the  great  advantages  in  military 
government,  that  refulted  from  the  good  underftand- 
ing  of  the  Confuls,  and  the  infinite  evils,  that  attend- 
ed their  difienfion,  of  which  he  was  very  near  mak- 
ing a  fad  experience  in  the  difputes  that  had  pafled 
between  him  and  his  coUegue  •,  and  he  exhorted  De* 
cius  and  Fabius  to  live  in  perfeft  union  with   each 
other.     He  added,  "  that  there  ♦  were  men  born  for 
war,    and  capable  of  the  greateft  aftions,    but  not 

*  Effe  praeterea  viros  natos  militise,  fa£lis  magnos,  ad  verborum 
liii^xque  certamina  fudfes :  ea  ingeiiia  Confularia  eife.  Callidos  {b« 
lertefque  juris  atque  eloquentiae  confultos,  qualis  Ap.  Clkudius  cflet, 
urbi  ac  foro  prxudes  habeodos,  prastores  que  ad  reddcnda  jura  crean* 
dos  cflc.    Liv.       * 
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^.R. +57.  happy  at  wordy  controverfies  andflifputcs :  thatthoft 

^M5^'  '^^^^  ^^^  characters  formed  by  nature  for  the  Conful- 
fhip.  That  there  were  others  penetrating,  hard  to  de- 
ceive, verfed  in  the  laws,  and  eloquent,  as  Appius 
Claudius  was,  and  that  they  were  the  proper  perfons 
to  prelide  in  the  city,  on  the  Tribunals  in  the  aflem- 
blies  of  the  Forum,  and  be  eledted  Prsetors  for  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice."  .  The  day  paffed  in  thefe 
preliminaries  and  preparations.  The  next  morning 
came  on  the  eleftion  both  of  Confuls  and  Praetors^ 
and  was  made  conformably  to  the  advice  of  Volum- 
nius,  Q.  Fabius  and  P.  Decius  were  elefted  Confuls, 
and  Ap.  Claudius  Prastor ;  all  abfent,  the  two  firft 
from  thie  field  of  Mars,  and  the  latter  from  the  city. 
The  Senate  and  People  continued  Volumnius  in  com^ 
mand  for  a  year  longer. 

Liv.l.  to.      Many  prodigies  happened  this    year.     To  avert 

•'  *i*  their  effeds,  folemn  proceflions  were  decreed  and 
made.  In  that  to  the  temple  of  Patrician  Chaftity^ 
there  happened  a  difpute  between  the  Roman  ladies, 
which  made  abundance  of  noife.  They  denied  Vir- 
ginia entrance  into  it,  becaufe  being  of  a  Patrician 
family,  fhe  had  married  Volumnius,  who  was  a  Pie- 
bcian.  She  complained  highly  of  that  affront,  which 
flic  did  not  deferve,  becaufe  flie  had  a  right  as  well  as 
.  the  reft  to  enter  that  chapel,  being  a  Patrician,  of 
exemplary  chaftity,  and  having  never  been  married 
but  once,  and  that  to  a  perfon,  whofe  dignities  and 
great  aftions  refiefted  the  higheft  honour  and  glory 
upon  her.  She  did  not  confine  herfelf  to  barren  com- 
.  pldnts.  She  fitted  up  a  chapel  in  her  own  habitation, 
ftparate  from  all  the  reft  of  the  building,  and  placed 
an  altar  in  it.  Then  having  affembled  the  Plebeian 
ladies.  *"  I  confecrate  this  altar,"  faid  fhe,  "  to 
*<  Plebeian  Chaftity ;  and  my  view  is,  that  no  lef$ 
«  emulation,"  than  prevails  amongft  the  men  of  this 

*  Hanc  ego  anon,  inquit,  pudickix  plebeis  dedico ;  voiqae  hortor, 
lit,  quod  certamen  virtutis  yiros  in  hoc  chitate  tenet,  hoc  pudicitui 
inter  matronos  fit  $  detis  operam,  ut  haec  ara,  quara  ilia,  ^  quid  po* 
tefty  iaa^ut  &  ca^ioribus  coU  dicatur.    Liv* 

«  city 
8 


Digitized  by 


Google 


FABIUS,  DECIUS,  Confuls.  5 

«  city  in  refpeft  to  valour  and  honour,  may  prevail  A-R- 457' 
^  amongft  the  women  in  refpeft  to  chaftity.  Be  it  ^^^^  * 
"  your  care  therefore  that  people  fay  this  altar  is 
"  adored  with  more  devotion,  if  poflible,  and  by 
«  women  of  ftrifter  chaftity,  than  the  other.**.  This 
was  a  very  wife  and  religious  revenge  of  an  affront, 
to  which  the  ladies  are  extremely  fenfible.  This  neW 
chapel  became  as  famous  as  the  old  one,  and  the  fame 
ceremonies  were  obferved  in  it,  that  is  to  fay,  none 
but  women  of  diftinguifhed  chaftity,  and  who  had 
been  married  but  once,  were  admitted  into  it. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  amongft  the  Pagans,  fecond 
marriages,  of  men  as  well  as  women,  were  deemed  a 
difgrace.  According  to  *  Tertullian,  the  great  Pon- 
tiff at  Rome  could  not  marry  a  fecond  wife.  We  fee 
in  Propertius,  a  Roman  lady,  who  takes  honour  to 
herfelf,  for  having  had  only  one  huft)and,  and  is  for 
havins:  that  circumftancc  mentioned  on  her  tomb, 


'*o 


Jungor^  Paule^  tuo^  Jic  difaffura^  cuhili : 
In  lapide  koCy  uni  nuptafuijfe^  legar. 

Propert.  1.  4.  v.  11 — 35, 

The  fame  pfaife  is  extant  in  many  ancient  infcrip- 
tions. 

MatRi  caRissimj^ 
Omnium.  itJEui^m. 
SAnctiori.  UNIVIRiE 

IdjECIANiS    CONJ.    INCOMPARABILI 
UNIVIR-ffi    EX.    CASTISSIMJE. 

Dido  in  Virgil  underftands  it  as  a  crime  contrary  tQ 
the  faith  Ihe  has  fworn  to  her  firft  hufband,  to  marry 
another,  and  feems  refolved  to  die  rather  than  difho- 
nour  herfelf  by  fo  ftiameful  an  adlion. 

Sed  mibi  vel  lelhts  opttm  prius  ima  debt/cat " 

^nSe  pudor  quam  te  videmj  cut  tuajura  refoham. 

*  Duo  ipfi  Pontifici  maximo  matrimonia  iterare  non  licet.    Tert. 
]bliort.  aa  caftit.  c.  13. 
Poatifex  maxunus  aubet  femel.    Id.  de  Monog.  c.  17. 
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A.  R'  457-     Hie  meoSj  primus  qui  meJiUjunxit^  amores 
»95. '       Abjlulit :  ilk  babeat  fecutn^  ferveique  fepukro. 

JEncid.  1.  4.  V.  24,  &c- 

*  Plutarch,  in  fpcaking  of  the  Romans,  fays,  that 
firft  marriages  were  highly  in  honour,  and  fecond  in 
no  Icfs  difgrace  amongft  them :  and  f  Valerius  Maxi-» 
mus  fays,  that  the  crown  of  chaftity  was  granted  only 
to  the  women,  who  had  been  contented  with  one  mar- 
riage. 
J^vit.xxi.  Amongft  the  Jews,  the  law  of  Mofes  prohibited 
'3i  H.  the  high-prieft  to  marry  a  widow.  St.  Paul  is  very 
far  from  condemning  fecond  marriages  :  but  amongft 
the  qualities  of  a  biftiop  he  puts  that  of  having  been 
only  once  married:  "  the  liuft^and  of  one  wife." 
The  twice-married  were  not  admitted  into  holy  orders. 
But  to  return  to  our  hiftory. 

The  fame  year,  the  Curule  ^diles  cited  fome  Ufu- 
rers.to  a  trial,  who  were  condemned  in  fufficfently 
confiderable  fines.  Thofe  fums  were  applied  in  dif- 
ferent ornaments  for  the  temples,  and  in  other  pub- 
lick,  works. 
Liv.  1.  xo.  'j'he  two  Confuls  Fabius  and  Decius,  who  entered 
c-  *3-"»9-  ^^  jj^jg  jjj^g  upon  office,  were  now  coUegues  for  the 
third  time  in  the  Confullhip,  as  they  had  been  in  the 
office  of  Cenfors.  They  were  famous  not  only  for 
the  glory  of  their  aftions,  which  was  great,  but  the 
perfeft  union  which  had  always  prevailed  between 
them.  That  union  was  a  little  interrupted  at  prefent 
by  a  difpute  that  arofe,  lefs  between  them,  than  be- 
tween the  different  orders  of  which  they  were.'  The 
Patricians  were  for  having  Fabius  affume  the  province 
of  Hetruria  by  privilege  :  the  Plebeians,  interefting 
themfelves  for  Decius,  demanded,  that  the  provinces 
fliould  be  drawn  by  lot  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom. 
The  Senate  having  given  the  affair  in  favour  of  Fa- 
bius, it  was  brought  before  the  People.     As  the  dif- 

f  Quae  uno  contents  matrinionio  fuerant,  coronS  pudiciti^e  hoi^p* 
labantur.    Vai^.  Max.  1,  i. 
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pute  was  between  military  perfons,  more  accuftomed  A.R.457- 
K)  ad  than  to  harangue,  the  pleadings  were  not  long.  ^^^'^* 
Fabius  faid,   **  It  was  not  reafonable  that  another 
fhould  gather  the  fruits  he  alone  had  planted.     That 
every  body  knew,  he  was  the  firft,  who  had  pene- 
trated through  the  Ciminian  foreft,  and  opened  a  way 
for  the  Roman  armies  into  a  country  till  then  inac- 
ccflible.     Why  at  fo  advanced  an  age  as  his,  had  he 
been  almoft  forced  out  of  a  ftate  of  icpole,  if  the 
war  were  to  be  made  by  another  general  ?  He  even 
modeftly  reproached  his  coUegue  for  having  proved 
an  adverfary,  rather  than  the  aid  and  aflbciate  in  com- 
mand he  expefted  to  have  found  him.     He  added, 
that  Decius  feemed  to  repent  the  union  which  had 
fubfifted  hitherto  between  them.     That  as  to  him,  he 
confined  himfelf  to  demanding  to  be  fent  into  Hetru- 
ria,  if  he  were  thought  worthy  of  it.     That  for  the 
reft,  as  he  had  referred  himfelf  on  that  head'  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate,  fo  he  fubmitted  to  that  of  the 
People.'' 

Decius  began  by  complaining  of  the  injuftice  of 
the  Senate.  "  The  Senators,"  faid  he,  «  long  ufed 
"  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  exclude  the  Plebeians 
**  entirely  from  all  great  offices.  Since  virtue  has 
"  forced  the  barriers  they  laid  in  its  way,  and  inde- 
**  pendcntly  of  race  and  birth,  has  caufed  the  honours 
*'  to  be  rendered  it,  that  are  its  due,  they  feek  a  means  • 
**  for  rendering  void  and  inefFeftual  not  only  the  fuf- 
•*  frages  of  the  People,  but  even  the  favours  of  for- 
"  tune,  in  reducing  them  to  the  power  of  a  fmall 
**  number  of  perfons.  All  the  Confuls  before  me, 
"  have  drawn  lots,  for  their  provinces :  but  now  by 
^*  a  fpecial  privilege,  contrary  to  all  cuftom,  the  Se- 
*^  nate  is  for  granting  Hetruria  to  Fabius.  If  it  be 
**  to  reward  his  merit,  Fabius  has  done  me  perfonal- 
♦'  ly,  and  the  commonwealth  in  general,  fuch  great 
*'  fervices,  that  I  fhail  always  make  it  a  duty  as  well 
"  as  a  pleafure  to  pro  note  his  glory,  fo  long  as  it 
"  fhall  not  turn  to  my  own  difhonour.  But  can  any 
'^  body  doubt,  when  there  is  one  difficult  and  danger- 
0    B  4  "  ous 
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^.R;457.«  ous  WOT  on  foot,  and  the  care  of  it  is  confide^ 

^5^'  ^*  without  drawing  lots  to  one  of  the  Confuls,  that 
*  "  the  other  is  confidered  as  incapable  and  of  no  ufe. 
"  Fabius  takes  the  honour  to  himfelf,  and  not  with- 
*'  out  foundation,  for  the  great  actions  he  has  done 
*'  in  Hetruria,  and  as  for  me  I  afpire  at  the  fame 
"  glory.  Who  knows,  but  this  fire  which  Fabius 
^*  has  left  covered  under  the  .afhes,  and  which  fud- 
**  Idenly  and  fo  often  breaks  out  afrefh,  I  may  not  be 
"  fo  fucccfsful  to  extinguifti  totally  and  for  ever.  If 
**  only  honours  and  rewards  we/'e  in  queftion,  I  could 
**  freely  refign  them  to  my  jjoll^ue  out  of  refpedt  for 
• ,  '  ♦?  his  age  and  merit :  but  when  dangers  and  battles  are 
**.  to  be  fuftained  for  the  fafety  of  the  commonwealth^ 
*'  I  think  I  cannot  in  honour  give  place  to  him.  And 
•'.aftpr  all  it  is  of  good  example,  and  for  the  glory 
**  of  the  Roman  people,  to  have  thofe  in  office,  to. 
"  whom  they  can  indifferently  confide  the  care  of  fo 
♦*  important  a. war  as  that  of  Hetruria.** 

Fabius,  without  any  farther  reply,  contented  him- 
felf with  dcfiring,  that  the  letter  which  was  come  from 
the  Prastor  Ap.  Claudius  in  Hetruria,  might  be  read,- 
before  the  Tribes  were  called  upon  to  give  their  fuf- 
frages :  after  which .  he  quitted  the  aflcmbly.  The 
People  declared  themfelves  with  no  lefs  ardour  and 

faflion  for  Fabius,  than  the  Senate  had  done ;  and 
letruria  was  decreed  to  him  for  his  province  without 
drawing  lots. 

The  youth  ran  in  crouds  to  lift,  fo  much  did  they 
defire  to  ferve  under  Fabius.  He  contented  himfelf 
with  four  thoufand  foot,  and  fix  hundred  horfe,  and 
fet  out  with  this  little  numerous  army,  but  full  of  con- 
fidence, becaufe  they  faw  that  their  general  did  not  be- 
lieve he  wanted  more  troops  for  gaining  the  viAory, 
He  arrived  at  the  city  of  Aharna,  not  far  from' the  ene- 
my, and  advanced  towards  the  camp  of  the  Praetor 
Appius.  A  detachment  difcovering  the  Liftors,  and 
being  informed,  that  Fabius  was  arrived,  ran  to  meet 
him.  The  officers  and  foldiers,  in  the  higheft  joy, 
feturned  thanks  to  the  Gods  for  haying  lent  them 
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foch  a  general.  Fabius  having  aiked  them,  where  they  AJ^.  4s7t 
were  going,  and  been  anfwered  to  fetch  in  wood  :  ^^*^, ' 
"  Is  not  your  camp  intrenched  then,"  faid  he  ?  "  It  has 
**  two  good  intrenchments  and  a  very  deep  ditch,"  re- 
plied they ;  **  and  yet  the  whole  army  is  in  very  great 
"  terror."  The  Conful  ordered  them  to  pull  up  the 
palifades,  and  they  did  fo  immediately  5  which  much 
augmented  the  dread  of  the  foldiers  in  the  camp,  and 
efpecially  of  Appius.  As  this  operation  furprized  every 
body  extremely,  the  workmen,  upon  being  queftioned, 
faid  only,  that  they  were  obeying  the  Conful  Fabius*« 
orders.  •  He  decamped  the  next  day,  and  fent  the 
PrtBtor  Appius  to  Rome,  After  he  was  gone,  the 
Romans  had  no  longer  any  fixed  and  durable  camp. 
He  faid,  that  it  was  not  for  the  advantage  of  an  army 
to  continue  always  or  long  in  the  fame  place :  that 
marching  and  change  rendered  it  fitter  for  adion,  and 
contributed  to  the  health  of  the  foldiers.  The  marches 
were  not  long,  and  continued  only  as  the  winter-feafbn^ 
which  was  not  quite  over,-  would  admit. 

Ia.the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  having  left  the  fe- 
cond  legion  at  Clufium,  a  city  of  the  Camertes,  a 
people  of  Umbria,  and  given  the  command  of  the 
camp  to  the  Pro-praetor  L.  Scipio,  he  returned  to 
Rome,  whether  of  his  own  accord,  in  order  to  concert 
meafures  with  the  Senate  for  the  conduct  of  a  war,  of 
the  importance  of  which  he  had  had  a  nearer  expe- 
rience, or,  which  is  more  probable,  that  he  had  been 
fent  for  by  the  Senate,  perhaps  upon  the  remonftran- 
ccs  of  Appius.  For  Appius  was  one  of  thofe  generak, 
who,  for  want  of  courage  and  experience,  can  fee  no- 
thing but  difiiculties,  multiply  dangers,  fufFer  them- 
felves  to  be  cafily  terrified,  and  communicate  their 
fears  to  others.    He  was  inceffantly  rcprefenting  in  the 
Senate,  "  That  a  fingle  army  and  one  general  were 
not  fufficient  to  make  head  againft  fpur  States.     That 
if  they  united  all  their  forces,  they  could  not  fail  of 
crufhing  him  by  their  numbers ;  and,  if  they  aded 
feparately,  he  would  not  be  able  alone  to  oppofe  fo. 
many  enemies  every  where,    That  when  he  fet  out 
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A.  R.  457.  from  the  army,  he  had  left  only  two  Roman  legions^ 

tl'Jf*  there  j  and  that  the  troops  Fabius  had  brought  with 

•  him,  did  not  amount  to  five  thoufand  men,  horfe  and 

foot.     That  h^  was  of  opinion,  that  the  Conful  P. 

Decius  fhouldHet  out  as  foon  as  poflible  to  join  his  col- 

legue  in  Hetruria,  and  that  the  commtod  of  the  troops 

in  Samnium  Ihould  be  given  to  Volumnius.     That,  if 

the  Conful  chofe  rather  to  remain  in  his  province, 

it  was   neceflaiy  to  fend  Volumnius  into  Hetruria 

with  a  fufEcient  number  of  troops,  and  a  Confular 

army/' 

As  great  part  of  the  Senate  fecmed  to  give  in  to  the 
Praetor's  fentiments,  Decius  reprefenteo,  that  in  an 
affair  of  that  importance,  nothing  could  well  be  decid- 
ed without  firft  confulting  Fabius :  that  therefore  it  was 
proper  to  ftay  either  till  he  came  in  perfon,  or  till  he 
fent  one  of  his  lieutenants,  to  inform  the  Senate  of 
what  concerned  the  war  in  Hetruria,  and  enable  it  to 
decree  with  fome  knowledge  of  the  affair  all  that  was 
neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  Roman  arms  on  that 
fide.  It  was  probably  in  effeft  of  this  advice  that  Fa- 
bius was  fent  for. 

When  he  arrived  at  Rome,  he  gave  the  Senate  and 
People  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Hetruria. 
He  did  it  in  a  fimple  and  natural  manner,  without 
either  difguifing,  augmenting,  or  diminifhing  any 
thing.  He-  related  things  juft  as  they  were  ^  and,  u 
he  confented  to  receive  a  fecond  general  into  the  joint 
command,  it  was  rather  out  of  condefccnfion  to  the 
terror  and  conftemation  of  the  public,  than  the  per- 
fuafion,  that  either  the  Commonwealth,  or  himfelf, 
had  occafion  for  fuch  a  coadjutor.  He  was  left  en- 
tirely at  liberty  to  choofe  whom  he  thought  fit.  He 
was  not  long  in  fixing  upon  Decius,  who  on  his  fide 
was  as  foon  determined,  and  believed  himfelf  much 
honoured  by  fuch  a  choice.  The  joy  of  Rome  was 
univerfal,  to  fee  fo' perfect  an  union  between  thofe  two 
great  men,  and  from  that  moment  every  body  affured 
themfelves  of  viftory. 
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Livy  obferves,  that  authors  differ  in  their  accounts  A.  R.  4^7, 
of  fcvcral  circumftances  related  hitherto,  but   that  ^"!' f" 
chcy  agree  better  concerning  thofc  that  follow. 

For  the  reft,  Fabius's  ablence  coft  the  army  dear^ 
The  legion  he  had  left  at  Clufium  was  furprized  by 
the  Gauls,  and  entirely  cut  to  pieces. 

The  two  confuls  fet  out  from  Rome  with  four  le- 
gions, and  a  numerous  body  of  Roman  cavalry,  with- 
out including  that  of  the  Campanians,  which  confifted 
of  a  thoufand  chofen  horfe.  The  troops  of  the  allies 
were  ftill  more  numerous.  Befides  this,  there  were 
two  other  armies  ready  to  aft  againft  Hetruria,  both 
near  Rome,  the  one  in  the  country  of  Falerii,  and  the 
other  in  the  plain  of  the  Vatican  clofe  to  Rome :  they 
were  commanded  by  the  Propraetors  Cn.  Fulvius,  and 
L.  Poftumius  Megellus. 

The  Confuls,  having  pafled  the  Apennines,  arrived 
ia  the  country  of  Sentinum,  and  incamped  four  miles 
from  the  enemy.  It  was  here  they  were  informed  by 
their  own  eyes  of  the  fad  defeat  of  the  Roman  legion, 
the  cavalry  of  the  Gauls  carrying  the  heads  of  the 
Romans  upon  the  points  of  their  Ipears,  and  hanging 
before  the  breaft-plates  of  their  horfes. 

The  enemy  in  a  council  of  war,  agreed,  that  it  was 
neither  proper  to  fhut  themfelves  up  all  together  in 
one  camp,  nor  to  give  battle  in  one  body.  The 
GauLs  joined  the  Samnites,  and  the  Umbrians  the 
Hetrurians.  A  day  was  fixed  for  the  battle  :  and  the 
Samnites  and  Gauls  were  to  fight  it.  The  Hetrurians 
and  Umbrians  had  orders  to  attack  the  Roman  camp 
in  the  heat  and  confufion  of  the  aftion.  But  thefe 
meafures  were  difconcerted,  the  Confuls  having  got 
intelligence  of  them.  Three  defertcrs  of  Clufium 
brought  them  that  important  advice.  They  were  well 
rewarded,  and  fent  back  with  orders  to  inform  them- 
felves of  every  thing  as  exaftly  as  poflible,  and  bring 
back  a  good  account  of  them.  In  the  mean  time 
the  CortTuls  fent  orders  to  Fulvius  and  Poftumius  to 
march  their  armies  towards  Clufium,  and  to  ravage 
all  the  enemy's  country ;  this  they  executed  without 

lofs 
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A.R.  457*  lofs  of  time.    Upon  the  news  of  thofe  incurfions^  the 
^*'      Hetrurians  quitted  the  country  of  Sentinuni>  in  order 
*  ^'     to  defend  their  own  lands. 

This  was  a  reaibn  for  the  Confuls  to  haften  a  battle* 
The  two  firft  days  paflcd  in  flight  fkirmilhes  on  both- 
fides,  in  order  to  try  one  another.  The  third  both 
armies  moved  in  earneft.  Whillt  they  were  drawing 
lip  in  brittle,  an  hind,  purfued  by  a  wolf,  eroded  them. 
The  two  beafls  divided,  and  each  took  different  ways, 
the  hind  towards  the  Gauls,  and  the  wolf  towards  the 
Romans.  The  latter  opened  away  for  the  wolf  thro* 
their  ranks  ;  the  Gauls  killed  the  hind.  Upon  that 
a  Roman  foldier  in  the  front  cried  out :  *'  Flight  and 
"  defeat  are  the  lot  of  thofe,  who  have  juft  killed  the 
*'  animal  facred  to  Diana.  The  wolf,  protected  by 
"  Mars,  viftorious  and  without  a  wound^  puts  us  in 
"  mind  of  our  Founder,  and  that  we  are  a  martial 
**  race."  Every  body  knows,  that  in  thofe  ancient 
times  fadls  are  frequently  embelliflied  with  the  Mar- 
vellous. 

The  Gauls  were  on  the  right,  and  the  Samnites  on 
the  left  wings.  Fabius  at  the  head  of  the  firft  and 
third  legions  againft  the^  Samnites ;  and  Decius  on  the 
left  with  the  fifth  and  fixth  againft  the  Gauls.  The 
charge Jn  the  beginning  was  (uftained  with  fo  much 
equality  on  both  fides,  that  if  the  Hetrurians  and  Um- 
brians  had  fhared  in  the  battle,  or  had  attacked  the 
camp  during  the  adion,  as  had  been  at  firft  concluded, 
the  Romans  would  infallibly  have  fuffered  ibme  con-- 
fiderable  lofs. 

Though  neither  fide  had  yet  the  advantage,  and  it 
could  not  be  judged  which  would  be  viftorious,  the 
two  wings  of  the  Romans  fought  in  a  quite  different 
manner.  On  Fabius's  fide  they  were  more  employed 
in  fuftaining  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  than  in  charging 
them  with  vigour :  which  occafioned  the  battl<:'s  be- 
ing fpun  out  till  night.     The  *  Couful'^  reafon  was, 

becaufe 

•  Ita  perfuafum  ci*at  Duci,  &  Samnites  &  Gallos  primo  impeni  fe- 
roces  eire,  qiios  faftineri  fatit  fit.    Longiore  cerUAUxe  fcniim  refidere 
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becaufe  the  Samnites  and  Gauls  were  only  formidable  A.  Ji.  457. 
in  their  firft  charge,  which  it  fufficed  to  fuftain  Well :  ^I'^f* 
that  the  force  and  courage  of  the  Samnites  perpetually 
decreaied,  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  the  battle  : 
that  the  bodies  themfelves  of  the  Gauls»  incapable  of 
fupportiog  heat  and  fatigue,  infenfibly  grew  weak,  and 
toft  all  their  vigour ;  and  as  in  the  beginning  of  the 
battle  they  were  more  than  men,  in  the  end  of  it  they 
were  lefs  than  women.  Fabius  therefore  referved  th« 
force  and  vivacity  of  his  troops  for  the  time,  when 
thofeof  the  enemy  fhould  begin  to  flag.  (I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Gauls  of  ancient  times  were  fuch  as 
Livy  defcribes  them  in  this  place.  It  is  certain  that 
their  fucceflbrs  the  French  fcarce  refemble  them  now  : 
l^itneis  the  laft  campaigns  in  Italy  and  Germany.) 

It  was  not  the  fame  on  the  fide  where  Decius  com- 
manded. A3  his  years  and  complexion  made  him 
more  adive,  he  employed  all  his  force  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  a&ion.  -As  the  infantry  feemed  to  a£b 
too  flowly,  and  not  to  fecond  his  ardour  with  fuilicient 
vivacity,  he  made  the  cavalry  advance,  and  putting 
himfeli  at  the  head  of  the  braveft  fquadron,  he  defired 
the  noble  youth  of  which  it  was  compofed,  to  charge 
the  enemy  with  him,  reprefentin^  to  them,  "  That 
they  would  acquire  double  glory  if  the  vi6tory  begaa 
both  by  the  left  w^ng  and  by  the  horfe."  They  put 
the  cavalry  of  the  Gauls  twice  into  diforder.  But 
pufhing  them  too  far,  whilft  they  were  engaged  in  the 
midft  of  the  enemy's  fquadrons,  a  new  kind  of  fight 
amazed  them.  Horfemen  in  chariots  of  diflTercnt  Efledis^ 
kinds,  from  which  they  fought,  attacked  them  unex-  ca^'^*%9- 
pcdbedly.  The  neighing  of  the  horfes,  and  the  noifo 
of  the  wheels,  to  which  the  Roman  horfe  were  not  ac-?  - 
cuilomed,  frightened  and  made  them  unruly.  The 
csivalry,  viaorious  but  a  moment  before,  were  feised 
with  a  kind  of  panic,  which  made  them  dilperfe  and 
fiy  on.  all  fides,  ami  occafioned  the  lofs  both  of  men 

Sainaitlom  ammoi  s  Gallorutn  quklem  etiam  corpora  intoIerantKHnu 
l»boris  atque  aftu3  ftuere,  primaque  eorum  prielia  pluiquam  virorum, 
(oftrenia  vpjoxu  qu W  fqeiDiOMTum  ci£i«    Li v. 
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-'^R- 457. and  horfes.     The  diforder  reached  alfo  the  infantry.^ 

^^'^  many  in  the  front  were  crufhed  to  death  by  the  horfes 

and  chariots.     The  main  body  of  the  Gauls  feeing  thd 

enemy  in  diforder,  did  not  give  them  time  to  breathe,' 

but  pufhed  them  with  great  vigour. 

Decius  at  this  moment,  not  being  able  to  ftop  the 
flight  of  his  troops,  addrefled  himfelf  to  his  father, 
and  invoking  him  by  his  name  :  "  Wherefore,  cried 
«  he,  fhould  I  refufe  myfelf  any  longer  to  my  dcftiny  ? 
"  It  is  the  fate  of  our  family  to  ^crifice  themfelves 
*'  voluntarily  to  expiate  the  wrath  of  the  Gods,  and  to 
**  avert  the  misfortunes  of  the  public*  I  go  this  in- 
*'  ftant  to  devote  myfelf  and  the  legions  of  the  enemy 
«  as  vidims  to  the  Goddefs  of  the  earth  and  the  Dii 
*'  Manes."  After  having  fpoke  thus,  he  ordered  the 
Pontiflf  M.  Livius,  whom  he  had  caufed  to  follow 
him  in  the  battle,  to  repeat  the  words  before  him,  by 
which  he  was  to  devote  himfelf  with  the  legions  of  the 
enemy  in  favour  of  the  Roman  People.  Accordingly 
he  devoted  himfelf  without  lofing  a  moment*s  rime,  in 
the  fame  terms,  and  habit,  as  his  father  had  ufed  in: 
the  war  againft  the  Latines  at  the  battle  of  Vcfcris. 
He  added,  after  having  repeated  the  f&rm  prefcrrbedy 
*'  That  he  caufed  terror,  flight,  murder,  flaughter^ 
and  the  wrath  of  the  Gods  of  heaven  and  hell  to  march 
before  him :  That  he  was  going  to  charge  with  fatal 
imprecations  the  enfigns,  darts,  and  arms  of  the  enemy -^ 
and  that  the  fame  place  fliould  be  witnefs  of  his  death, 
and  of  the  deftruftion  of  the  Gauls  and  Samnites." 
Having  uttered  thefe  execrations  againft  himfelf  and 
the  enemy,  he  fpurred  his  horfe  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
Gauls,  and  in  the  midft  of  a  ftiower  of  darts  was  foonr 
mortally  wounded,  and  fell  dead- 
After  this,  fays  Livy,  the  battle  was  continued  in 
a  manner  that  had  nothing  human  in  it.  The  Romansy 
after  having  loft  their  general,  an  accident  which  ge- 
nerally puts  an  army  into  a  confternation,  ftopt  ihott 
in  their  flight,  and  breathed  nothing  but  battle.  The 
Gauls,  on  the  contrary,  who  furrounded  the  Conful'i 
body,  feemed  ftupified  and  out  of  their  fcnfes,  and  dif- 
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charged  their  darts  ineSeftually  and  without  vigour.  ^-  457* 
Some  remained  even  without  motion,  and  without  ^^'^^  • 
thoughts  either  of  fighting  or  flying.  On  the  other 
fide  the  Pontiff  Livius,  to  whom  Decius  had  given  his 
Liftors,  and  whom  he  had  appointed  Pro-pnetor, 
cried  out,  "  That  the  Romans  had  conquered:  that 
the  death  of  the  Conful  had  appeafed  the  wrath  of 
heaven.  That  the  Gauls  and  Samnites  appertained 
now  to  the  Goddefs  of  the  earth  and  the  Dii  Manes, 
That  Decius  drew  after  him,  and  fummoned,  the  army 
he  had  devoted  in  devoting  himfelf :  and  that  the  Furies 
and  Terror  drove  before  them,  and  confounded,  all 
their  troops." 

It  is  no  wonder,  that  the  imagination,  heated  by  the 
fight  of  a  Conful  who  devotes  himfelf  to  death,  by  the 
folemn  and  hideous  ceremonies  ufed  on  that  occafion, 
by  the  terrible  execrations  that  a  prieft  dreft  in  ponti- 
fical habits  utters  with  a  loud  voice  againft  the  enemy 
in  the  prefence  of  the  army,  and  by  the  refpeft  natu- 
ral to  all  men  for  Religion  and  the  Divinity,  (hould 
make  extraordinary  impreffions  upon  the  minds  of 
foldiers,  and  change  them  on  a  fudden  into  other 
men. 

Whilft  they  were  re-inftating  the  battle  with  incon- 
ceivable ardour,  they  were  joined  by  L.  Cornelius 
Scipio  and  C.  Marcius,  whom  the  Conful  Fabius  had 
fent  from  the  rear  with  the  body  of  referve  to  the  aid 
of  his  coUegue.  On  their  arrival  they  were  informed 
of  the  death  of  Decius:  which  was  a  potent  incentive 
to  them  not  to  fpare  themfelves.  The  Gauls  keeping 
very  clofe  order,  and  continuing  covered  with  their 
bucklers,  it  was  not  eafy  to  combat  man  to  man,  nor 
to  come  to  blows  with  them  :  The  Romans  therefore, 
by  order  of  the  lieutenants,  gathered  the  javelins  that 
lay  upon  the  ground  between  the  two  armies,  difghargr 
cd  them  vigoroufly  againft  the  Gauls,  penetrated 
through  their  fhields  to  their  bodies,  broke  that  kind 
of  tortoife,  and  threw  down  that  breaft-work  with 
whicli  the  enemy  oppofed  their  attack,  fo  that  moft  of 
them  in  a  kind  of  amazemeht,  without  fo  much  as 

having 
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A- R.  4S7.  having  received  a  wound,  fell  to  the  ground.     Such 

•95-     ^*^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  wing. 

We  have   already  laid  that  Fabius,  on  the  right 

wing,  had  at  firft  fpun  out  the  battle,  in  order  to  ex* 
hauft  the  enemy's  courage,  and  fpend  their  fire  in  thofe 
firft  efforts.  When  he  perceived  that  neither  their 
cries,  the  darts  they  difcharged,  nor  their  general  attack^ 
had  the  fame  force  as  at  firft,  he  ordered  the  officers 
of  the  cavalry  to  make  their  fquadrons  file  off  along 
the  two  wings  of  the  Samnites,  and  to  hold  themfelves 
in  readinefs  to  attack  them  in  the  flanks  with  their  ut- 
'  moft  vigour  the  moment  he  gave  the  fignal.  He  then 
made  his  troops  infenfibly  advance  againft  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to  put  them  into  diforder. 
When  he  faw  that  they  made  but  a  faint  refiftance, 
and  that  they  were  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  drawing  to- 
gether all  the  rcferved  troops  whom  he  had  ijpared  for 
this  occafion,  he  made  his  legions  move,  and  gave  his 
cavalry  the  fignal  for  attacking  the  enemy.  The  Sam- 
nites could  not  fuftain  fo  rude  a  charge,  and  leaving 
the  Gauls'  in  the  midft  of  the  danger,  fled  precipitately 
to  their  camp. 

The  Gauls,  however,  having  made  a  tortoife  by 
joining  their  bucklers,  kept  clofe  to  each  other.  Fa- 
bius, who  at  that  time  was  informed  of  his  coUeguc's 
death,  detached  a  body  of  about  five  hundred  Campa- 
niari  horfe,  with  orders  to  attack  the  Gauls  in.  the 
rear.  He  made  the  Principes  of  the  third  legion  fol* 
low  them,  and  ordered  them  as  foon  as  the  horfe  had 
put  the  enemy  into  diforder,  to  charge  them  vigoroufly, 
and  to  give  them  no  quarter.  After  having  vowed  a 
temple  to  Jupiter  the  Viftor,  and  the  fpoils  he  fliould 
take,  he  advanced  to  the  camp  of  the  Samnites,  the 
whole  multitude  of  whom  was  retiring  thither  in  dif- 
order. There  in  the  intrenchments  themfelves,  thofe 
whom  the  too  great  croud  prevented  from  entering  the 
camp,  of  which  the  gates  were  too  narrow  to  receive 
them  all  at  a  time,  endeavoured  to  fight.  Gellius 
Egnatius,  the  general  of  the  Samnites,  was  killed  there. 
The  Samnites  were  afterwards  driven  into  the  works. 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google- 


The  camp  was  t^ken  without  difiie'ulty,  and  the  CJauls  a.r,457. 
Jfurroundcd  on  all  fides.  Twehty-five  thoufand  iBen  ^i^^ 
were  kilted^  and  eight  thoufand  taken  that  day.  The 
viftoryaHb  coft  the  Romans  a  great  deal  of  bl66d. 
For  of  Decius's  araty  feyen  thoufand  fdl,  and  of  Fa- 
biu$'s  twelve  hundred.  Whilft  fearch  was  making  by 
the  latter's  order  for  his  coHegue's  body,  he  bfumtthe 
Ipoils  of  th^  tnetoy,  which  He  caufed  to  be  piled  ilp 
in  heaps,  in  honour  of  Jupiter  the  Viftof.  The  Oon- 
fiil's  body  could  not  be  found  that  day,  becaufe  cover- 
ed yrith  mofe  Of  the  Oauls  :  but  it  was  found  the  nejtt, 
and  brought  with  gfeat  mourning  of  the  ^hole  #my 
to  the  camp.  At  length,  all  qihir  cares  being  at  an 
end,  Fabius  celebrated  his  funeral  with  all  poflTibte 
magnificence,  and  renderedthejuft  homage  Or  praifc 
to  his  extraordinary  merit,  and- great  qualities. 

At  the  fame  timei  the  arms  of  Gn.  Fulvius  the  Pror 
|M*aetor,  were  alfo  fuccefsful  in  Hetruria.  B^fides  the 
cbnfiderable  ravages  by  which  he  had  ruined  the  whole 
coimtry  of  the  enemy,  he  gained  a  viftory,  in  which 
above  three  thousand  "inhabitants  of  Perufia  and  Clu- 
(hitn  were  killed,  and  twenty  enfigns  taken.  The 
Sanmites  flying  through  the  country  of  the  PeHgni, 
were  furrounded  by  an  army  of  thofe  people,  and.of 
five  thousand  which  they  were  in  hurhber,  one  then- 
land  were  killed. 

Fabius  leaving  Decius's  armv  in  Hetruria,  returned 
to  itomc  with  his  Legions,  and  triumphed  over  the 
Gauls,  jHctrurians,  and  Samnites.  His  foldiers  Who 
followed  him  in  his  triumph  celebrated  in  their  mititaiy, 
that  b  to  fay,  fimple  and  artlefs  fongs,  not  only  Fa- 
bins's  viftory,  but  at  Icaft  as  much  the  glorious  death 
of  Decius  •,  recalling  that  of  his  father,  which  rendered 
both  equally  illuffrious,  and  truly  worthy  of  each 
other.  Out  of  the  fjpoils  taken  from  the  enemy  four- 
fcore  and  two  Afles  were  diftributed  to  each  foldier 
(^ris  oSogm  binL  Add,  numm  lihrdes^five  Affis^  which 
are  fomething  more  than  the  value  of  an  ounce  of 
filyeK) 

Vol.  m.  C  Net; 
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A.R.457*     Notwithflanding  all  the  defeats  I  have  related,  and 
^*'  ^'  in  which  fome  audiors  make  the  lofs  of  the  enemies 
^*    of  the  Romans  amount  (till  higher,  no  peace  enfued 
either  with  the  Samnites  or  the  Hetrunans.     Thofe 
.  two  people  were  again  defeated  \  the  firft  efpeciallv, 
who  loft  above  fixteen  thoufand  men  in  one  battle  m 
the  country  of  the  Stellatini.     It  is  not  eafy  to  con- 
.  ceiye,  how  the  Samnites  could  fupply  numbers  for 
fuch  great  and  frequent  armies,  and  now  their  courage 
.  was  capable  of  holding  out.    They  fuftained  the  war 
,  with  the  Romans  forty-feven  years,   almoft  without 
any  refpite.    Not  to  mention  fo  many  other  defeats, 
and  only  to  reckon  thofe  of  the  prefent  year,  how 
many  confiderable  lofles  did  they  fuftain,  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  Scntini,  Peligni,  Tifcrnum,  and  in  an  adion 
againft  Volumnius  in  the  territory  of  the  Stellatini. 
.They  have  been  defeated  by  four  armies  and  as  many 
Roman  generals.     They  loft  the  greateft  of  their  cap- 
tains, who  was  killed  in  a  battle.    They  faw  the  He- 
.trurians,  Umbrians  and  Gauls,  their  allies,  undergo  the 
fame  fate  as  thcmfelves.     They  could  fupport  them- 
felves  no  longer  either  by  their  own  forces,  or  thofe  of 
ftrangers.     However,  they  could  not  prevail  upon 
thenrfelves  ferioufly  and  in  earneft  to  renounce  the  war, 
though  every  thing  feems  to  invite  and  almoft  to  re- 
duce them  to  it.    Such  an  obftinate  perfeverancelhews, 
that  people  were  feniible  they  werie  not  made  for 
flavery,  and  that  the  love  of  liberty  was  natural  to 
them,  as  there  •  is  nothing  they  are  not  ready  to  un- 
dertake to  preferve  or  reinftate  it,  as  the  worft  fuccefe 
is  not  capable  of  making  them  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  they  choofe  rather  to  be  conquered  than  not  to  at« 
tempt  viftory. 

For  the  -f  reft,  thefe  almoft  annlverfary  wars,  which 
did  not  tire  the  Samnites,  extremely  difguft  both  the 
author  who  writes  the  hiftory  of  them,  and  the  reader, 

*  BeHo  non  abftinebant,  adeo  ne  infeliciter  quidem  defenfie  liber* 
^  tatis  taedebat,  Se  vinci  quam  tion  tentare  vidtonam,  malebanC 

t  Quinam  fit  ille,  quem  lion  pigeat   longinquitatis  beUonim  (cri«* 
bendokgendoquei  qu« gereatet  xum  fatigaverunt?  Liv.  1.  io«  c.  31* 
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to  whole  eyes  the  fatneobjefts  are  continually  preient^  \^*^A^^ 
«!,  levying  of  troops,  ravaging  of  countries,  fiegcs,  ^^'^f* 
battles^  defeats^  and  treaties  of  peace,  followed  with 
tueach  of  engagements,  and  open  ruptures.     I  have 
done  all  in  my  power  to  abridge  the  account  of  thems 
when  the  fa£b  were  neither  neceflkry  nor  important^ 

In  the  year  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  Q^Fabius 
Gurges,  the  Conful's  fon^  cited  fome  Roman  ladies 
accuied  of  adultery  before  the  People.  They  wer« 
fined,  and  the  money  employed  in  ere&ing  a  temple 
CO  Venus* 

L.  I^ostt/Miirs  MzoztLvii  A.ft.4il« 

M.  AtilIUS  RBOULUSi  Ant.G. 

Thefe  two  Confuls  had  ordert  td  n^ai'cK  into  Sani-*  tiv.  l.  !«• 
liium«  'Sicknefs  kept  Pofhimius  fome  time  at  Rome  i  c*  i*^37« 
the  other  let  out  immediately,  and  foon  arrived  in 
view  of  the  enemy.  The  latter  taking  the  advantage 
of  a  thick  fog,  ventured  to  attack  his  carhp^  and  took 
part  of  it,  but  were  foon  beat  out  again.  They  howevcif 
kept  it  dofc  fhut  up,  and  were  only  reduced  td  retire 
entirely  by  the  arrival  of  the  other  Conful.  Havinfl^ 
joined  their  troops,  the  Roman  generals  took  feveral 
towns,  moft  of  which  had  been  before  abandoned  b/ 
the  inhabitants. 

Atilius  marched  to  the  aid  of  Lucent  attacked  hf 
theSamnites.  The  latter  advanced  to  meet  him,  and 
Z  battle  enfued.  The  event  was  doubtful,  but  moiJb 
heavy  upon  the  Romans,  who  retired  entirely  dif* 
couraged  ^  fo  that  if  the  enemy  had  purfued  them  to 
their  camp,  they  had  made  themfelves  matters  of  it 
without  difficulty.  It  was  eicpcfted,  that  they  would 
have  attacked  it  the  next  morning,  and  the  trembling 
£>ld]ers  paffed  the  night  in  cruel  anxiety.  Happily 
the  Samnites  were  in  no  greater  certainty  than  them-* 
ielves,  and  fet  out  the  next  day  in  order  to  retire. 
But  their  route  lay  near  the  camp  of  the  Romans,  who 
believed  ^y  were  coming  to  attack  them.  The 
alarm  was  exceflive.  The  Conful  endeavoured  to  en^ 
C  2  covirage 
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A.  R.'4si-  courage  liis  foldiers,  employing  the  moB:  aBvr^ting  mo^ 
^^J*.^  tives,  honour,  fhame,  fear,  hope,  and  declaring  that 
he  had  rather  die  in  the  miditof  the  enemy,  than  luffer 
liimfelf  to  be  beficged  in  his  camp.  He  had  abuii- 
dance  of  difficulty  to  make  them  n^arch  but  of  it; 
The  Samnites  trembled  on  their  fide,  i^hen  they  faw 
them  quit  their  camp,  Jtnd  believed  they  were  com- 
ing to  difpute  the  paffage  with  them,  which  they  had 
exceedingly  apprehended.  When  the  two  armies 
faced  each  other,  they  continued  fome  time  gazing  in 
fufpence,  without  making  any  movement,  becaufe 
neither  had  courage  to  begin  the  battle ;  at  length  they 
'  engaged  languidly  encnigh  at  firft  on  bdth  fides.  The 
Samnites  however  pulhed  the  Romans  with  vigour 
foon  after,  ^d  put  theip  to. flight..  The  Cociful  ^d-^ 
vanced  full  Ipeed  in  defpair  to  the  gate  of  the  camp, 
where  hepofted  afmall  oody  of  horfe,  with  orders  to 
treat  all  that  approached  the  intrenchments,  RomadS 
or  Samnites,  as  enemies  •,  which  they  did.  It  was 
neceffary  in  confequence  to  face  about.  At  the  fame 
time  the  Conful,  holding  up  his  hands  to  HeaveA, 
vowed  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Stator,  if  he  ftopt  the  flight 
c^  his  troops.  Religion  had  great  weight  with  tha 
Komans,  Their  force  revived  with  their  courage. 
The  fight  was  renewed,  and  continued  veiy  pbftinate 
and  .bloody.  The  S^unites  had  fopr  thoufand  eight 
^undred  men  killed,  and  feven  thoufand  three  hundred 
taken,  who  were  all  made  to  pais  under  the  yoke. 
The  viftory  coft  the  Romans  dear.  They  loft  fevca 
thoufand  three  hundred  men  in  both  days. 
'  ^  Whilft  this  pafled  in  Apulia,  a^iothcr  body  of  Sam- 
nites had  attacked  Interamna,  aRomancoIopyonthe 
£,atine  Way,  Not  being  able  to  take  the  place,  they 
tarried  ofi^a  great  booty.  The  Conful,  on  their  re- 
turn, met  them,  and  took  from  ^them  all  their  Ipoils, 
after  having  entirely  defeated  them.  He  was  recalled* 
to  Jlomc,  to  prefrde  at  the  clcdtion  of  maglftrates  for 
the  year  following. 

The  other  Cpnful  Jiad  entered  H?truria  with  his 
arpiy,  and  had  very  good  fucctls  there.    He  ravaged 
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die  country  of  the  Volfinians,  and  made  himfelf  maftcr^-R'+s^ 
of  RufcUa,  where  he  killed  almoft  two  thoufand  of  the  ^^ 
citizens  round  the  walls,  and  made  two  thoufand  pri- 
ibners.  But  what  was  (lill  more  glorious  for  him,  and 
more  advantageous  to  the  Commonwealth,  three  of  the 
moft  powerful  cities  of  Hetruria,  Volfinii,  Perufia, 
and  Arrctium,  demanded  to  treat  of  peace.  Having 
agreed  with  the  Conful  to  fumifh  the  army  with  habits 
and  corn,  they  had  permiffion  to  fend  deputies  to  Rome, 
and .  obtained  a  truce  of  forty  years.  Each  of  thefc 
cities  were  condemned  for  the  prefent  to  pay  the  Ro- 
man people  five  hundred  thoufand  Affcs,  that  is  to  fay, 
about  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling.  The 
Senate  refufed  the  Conful  a  triumph,  as  they  had  his 
coUegue  before.  By  the  favour  of  the  People,  he 
triumphed^  notwithftanding  the  Senate's  oppofitioh. 

L.  Papirius  Cursor^  A.R.459. 

Sp.  Carvilius,  »5j. 

This  year  preients  U^  in  illuftrious  Conful,  Papiriu$  ^J^'««  z^* 
Curibr,  who  by  his  own  glory  fuftained  that  he  had*  \ 
inherited  from  his  father.  We  fhall  fee  a  confiderable 
war  with  the  Samnites  in  it,  and  the  greateft  vidory 
hitherto  gained  over  them,  except  that  of  Papirius, 
the  Conful's  father*  Every  thing  refembled  each  other 
m  thele  two  wars :  the  extraordinary  efforts  and  pret 
parations  employed  in  them  ;  the  fpleildor  of  arms  ; 
the  terrible  ceremonies  ufed  for  rendering  the  God$ 
propitious,  and  initiating  in  fome  meafure  the  foldiers 
by  an  oath  of  ancient  form  *,  and  laftly,  the  levie$ 
made  univerfally  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  Sam- 
nitun  under  that  form,  which  devoted  to  Jupiter,' and 
loaded  with  curfes^  all  fuch  amongft  the  youth,  as 
fliould  not  prefent  themfelves  for  the  fervice  on  th^ 
general's,  order,,  pr  fliQuld  retire  from  it  without  his 
peritjiflion. 

The  rendezvous  of  the  army  was  fixed  at  Aquilonia. 
All  the[  troQpS  repaired  thither  at  the  time,  and  a- 
mountod  ?0  tSfty  thoufand  men.  They  were  the  flower 
..     .  Ci  of 
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^*  ^  camp  an  cnclofurc,  two  hundred  feet  fquare,  of  hurdles 


A;  R.  459-  of  the  forces  of  Samnium.    There  in  the  midft  of  th« 
and  planks,  covered  with  linen,  was  made.  Within  jthis 


enclofure  a  facrifice  was  offered  according  to  ceremo- 
nies prefcribcd  in  an  ancient  linen  book.    The  pcrfon 
who  offered  it  was  a  pricft,  named  Ovius  Paccius,  of 
great  age,  who  affirmed,  that  he  had  extra&ed  the 
rites  of  this  facrifice  from  the  moft  ancient  monuments 
of  the  religion  of  the  Samnites,  of  which  their  anCef* 
tors  had  made  ufe,  when  they  formed  the  fecrct  refo^ 
lution  of  taking  Capua  from  the  Hetrurians.    The 
facrifice  being  over,  the  general  fent  an  officer  for  the 
moft  confiderable  of  the  nation.     They  were  intro- 
duced feparately  one  by  one.     Befides  the  other  cir- 
cumftances  that  attended  this  ceremony,  which  was 
wonderfully  proper  to  fill  the  mind  with  religious  awe, 
there  were  in  the  midft  of  this  inclofure  covered  on  all 
fides,  altars  furrounded  with  victims,  which  had  been 
killed  there,  and  centurions  with  their  drawn  fwords 
in  their  hands.    The  foldier  was  made  to  approach  the 
altar  more  like  a  viftim  himfclf,  than  one  wh6  was  to 
^flift  at  the  facred  fire,  and  to  take  an  oath,  that  he 
would  declare  nothing  of  what  he  (hould  fee  or  hear 
|n  that  place.     He  was  afterwards  made  to  repeat  by 
way  of  oath  a  form  of  execratk)n  againft  his  own  head 
end  perfon,  his  family  and  all  his  race,  if  he  either 
fled  from  battle  himfelf,  or  did  not  immediately  kill 
whomfoevcr  he  ftiould  fee  fly.     As  fome  at  firft  re- 
fufed'to  fake  this  oath,  they  were  butchered  that  mo- 
ment around  the  altar.   They  were  afterwards  laid 
in  the  midft  of  the  bloody  victims,  and  ferved  as  a  ter- 
ribly lefibn  to  others  not  to  make  the  fame  refufal. 
When  the  principal  Samnites  had  pafled  through  this 
ceremony,  and  pronounced  theft  execrations,  the  ge- 
neral nominated  ten,  each  of  whom  he  ordered  to 
choofe  out  of  the  troops  one  of  the  braveft  men  they 
knew :  thofe  were  ordered  to  dp  the  fame,  and  fo  oa 
till  the  number  of  fixteen  thoufand  were  compleated. 
This  body  of  troops  was  called  The  Linen  Legion^ 
from  the  linen  with  which  th^  place,  where  they  had 
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fwom  was  covered  Shining  armour  and  helmets  AA.  459. 
adorned  with  plumes  were  given  them,  in  order  to  J^^^  * 
diftinguiih  them  from  all  the  others.  The  reft  of  the 
army  confifted  of  fomewhat  more  than  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  who  differed  little  from  thefe  either  in  hirge- 
nefe  of  ftature,  exterior  equipage,  or  reputation  for 
bravery.  Such  was  the  army  encamped  at  Aquilonia. 

The  Confuls  on  their  ude  had  entered  Samnium, 
and  had  already  taken  fome  ^  cities  there,  whilft  the 
enemy  were  employed  in  thefe  gloomy  and  horrid  ce- 
remonies. After  having  ravaged  the  country,  they 
ftopt  Carvilius  at  Commium,  and  Papirius  at  Aqui- 
Ionia,  where  lay  the  weight  of  the  war.  After  having 
•refted  fome  days,  and  taken  all  his  meafures,  Papirius 
fent  a  courier  to  his  coUegue,  who  was  twenty  miles  ' 
from  thence,  to  let  hini  know,  that  he  was  rcfolved 
to  give  battle  the  next  day,  if  the  aufpices  were  fa- 
vourable ;  that  it  was  therefore  neceflary  for  him  to  ' 
prefs  the  ficgc  of  Cominium  more  clofcly  than  ever,  ' 
that  the  Samnites  might  have  no  room  to  fend  aid  * 
to  Aquilonia.  As  foon  as  the  courier  fet  out,  the 
Conful  called  the  afiembly,  to  prepare  the  foldiers  in 
refpeft  to  the  arms  and  ornaments  of  the  Samnites. 
He  told  them,  **  That  it  was  not  the  plumage  float- 
ing on  the  helmet  which  made  wounds  :  that  the  Ro- 
man javelins  could  pierce  through  gilt  and  painted 
bucklers:  that  the  wnitenefs  of  the  tunick,  when  they 
came  to  blows,  would  foon  be  fullied  and  fpoilt  by  the 
Mood  flowing  from  wounds.  That  formerly  a  like 
army  of  the  Samnites,  all  glittering  with-  gold  and 
filver,  had  been  cut  in  pieces  by  his  father.  That 
their  gold  and  filver  had  done  more  honour  to  the  vic- 
torious enemy,  whofe  prey  they  became,  than  to,  the 
Samnites,  in  whofe  hands  tney  proved  inefiefhial  arms. 
That  it  feemed  the  privilege  of  his  name  and  family  to 
fumUh  generals  againft  the  cxtraordinaiyeflForts  of  that 
people,  and  to  take  from  them  fpoils  ht  to  adorn  the 
public  places  of  Rome :  That  the  immortal  Gods 

•  Amltemuniy  Duronia. 
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A*R,4f$wouldnow  avenge  the  treaties  fo  often  (Remanded,  an4 
^\^*  fo.  often  violated,  by  the  Samiutes,    f  That  if  it  were . 
allowable  to  enter  into,  the  iccrcts  of  the  Gods  he, 
dared  prefupie  to  fay,  that  they  never  were  more  of-^ 
feijded  at  any  ariny  .4:han  nowiyith  that  of  the  Samnites, ' 
which,  polluted  with  tKe  blood  of  men  and  beafts  (hed 
promifcuoufly  in  an  impious  facrifice,  doubly,  and  hx 
whatfoever  manner  they  fhould  a6l,  devoted  to  the 
jiift  anger  of  heayei),afid  having  the  Gods,  who  werje  .. 
witneffes  pf  the  treaties  concluded  with  the  Romans,i 
to  fe^r  on  on«  fide,,  aj^cj  on  the  other  the  imprecations, 
with  which  the  oath  t^ken  in  prejudiqe  of  thofe  trea^ 
tiesh^  been .  attenc^ed,  :had  fworn  againft  their  will, 
detefted  the  oath  which  had  iicttt  forced  out  of  their 
mouths,  and  weje  at  once  in  dread  of  the  Gods,  their 
citizens,:  and  their  enemies/* 

Papirius  had  b^en  informed  of  all  thefe  circumr 
ftwces  by  ci^ferters.  After  having  repeated  tl^em  to 
the  foldier^,  who  were  already  of  themfelves  fiill  of 
anger  ^ainft  the  Sacnnites,  encouraged  by  all  thQ 
motives  divine  and  human  .to  hope,  they  raifedan 
univerfal  cry  to  demand  ^  battle,^  and  fuiFcred  it  to  be 
deferred  till  the  next  day  with  reluflt^nce.  The  night; 
feemed  to.  them  too  long,  and  the  return  of  night  too 
flow^  in  their  in^p^ticnee  every  moment's,  delay  gave 
them  pain. 

At  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  that  is  to  fay,  at 
midnight,  the.  courier  being  returned  with  Carviljus's 
anfiver,  the  Confud  -P^pirius  jofe  without  noiie,  and  : 
fent  to  the.  officers,   calkd  Pijllarii,  who  l^ept  the  ; 
chickens,  to  take  the  itufpices.     No  kind  of  per^i^ 
in  the  camp  were  indifferent  concerning  the  battle .;; 
greats  fmall,  all  defired  it  impjitiently.     This ardoiir? 
had  reached  even  thefe  fubajtern  minifters  of  the  au^ 
fpices.    As  the  chickens  would  not  eat,  the  officer: 

•  Si  qua  conjeftura  mentis  diviiiae  fit,   nutli  unquam  ^ercitui^  * 
quam  qui  nefando  facro  mifta  hominum  pecudumque  caede  rei^rfus^  ; 
ai}cipiti,  deum  irae  devotus^  hinc  foederum  cum  Romania  idtorum  tc%s 
deos,  hincjurisjuranJi  aclverfus  foe<3eralufceptl  cxecrationis 'horrent,  ^ 
invitus  jurareriti  odeht  fftcrajnentum|  uno  tempore  de^s^  cives^  Loftej^ 
metuat.    Ljv^ 

• '  -  •''  .    -  tools 
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took  upoq  him  tp  ^urc  the  Conful  that  they  h^d  %te  A.  R.  4s9*t 
vciy  greedily.    Papirius,  in  the  higjicft  joy,  dedai?d  ^^'^' 
pul?lickly,  ^t  the  a^fpices  were  happy*  and  that  ^ 
Gods  would  be  propitious ;  and.  at  the  fame  time 
gave  t|ie  fignal.  ^1 

As  he  was.  quitting  his  camp  ift  ord^r  to  give  bat*, 
tic,  a  defcrtcr  came^  and  told  him,  th^t  twenty  co- 
horts of  the  Samnites,  each  confifiing  of  four  hun->. 
dred  men,  were  fet  out  for  Cominium.  Papirius, 
inunediately,  fent  that  news  to  his  collegue,  to  pre- 
vent his  being  furprized.  At  the  fame  time  he  made 
his  troops  advance,  and  drew  them  up  in  battle.  Her 
h^d  already  difpofed  the  referved  troops,  and  appoints 
ed  the  officers  who  were  to  command  them.  He« 
gave  the  command  of  the  right  wing  to  Volumniu^^ 
and  of  the  left  to  L.  Scipio.  Cxdicius  and  Treboniua 
had  the  command  of  the  cavalry.  He  ordered  Sp. 
Nautius  to  take  the  mules,  after  having  removed  their, 
pack-faddles^  with  a  certain, number  of  ^orts  of  the 
allies,  and  to  carry  them  immediately,  by  takmg  ai 
compafs,  to  the  top  of  a4nountain  much  expofed  to 
view ;  and  afterwards  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  to 
make  them  appear,  raifing  at  the  fame  time  as  much 
duft  as  pofTible. 

Whilft  the  general  was  giving  thefe  orders,  a  dif- 
pute  arofe,  in  the  hearing  of  fome  of  the  Roman 
horfe,  between  the  officers  whq  kept  the  facred  chick- 
ens, concernii^  the  aufpiqes  of  that  day.  They  did 
iiot  think  this  a  circumftance  to  be  neglefted,  and 
acquainted  Sp.  Papirius,  the  Conful'^  nephew^  with  it« 
*  The  young  Roman,  born  in  an  age  when  the  dant 
g»ous  philofophy  which  teaches  to  contemn  the  Qqds- 
If  as  unknown^  informed  himfelf  exadly  in  the  fa(5t, : 
and  reported  it  to  his  uncle.  The  Conful,  after  hav- 
ing heard  him,  faid :  "  I  commend  your  fcrupulous 
**  zcsii.  But  if  he  who  tooK  the  auipices,  has  given 
*<  me  any  fkUe  account,  it  is  himfelf  ihnt  who  is  to 
^  aofwer  for  iu    As  fyx  me»  I  adhere  to  what  he  told 

f  Juv^aU  ^t^  do^liiaai^  dcQf  fperqeatem  natus. 

**  me. 
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^.^^.*<  mc,  which  is  the  moft  favourable  omen  for  the 
^j,  •  "  Roman  people  and  army/*  He  afterwards  ordered 
the  Centunons  to  pofl:  thofe  keepers  of  the  chickens 
in  the  front  of  the  army.  The  Samnites  made  their 
cnfigns  alfo  advance,  followed  by  their  troops  armed 
and  adorned  in  a  manner  that  made  a  magnificent 
fhew,  even  to  their  enemies,  to  whom  it  muft  natu- 
rally have  been  terrible.  Before  the  ufual  cries  were 
railed,  and  the  armies  came  to  blows,  the  keeper  of 
the  chickens  rfrceivcd  a  wound  from  a  javelin,  thrown 
by  chance  according  to  Livy,  or  more  probably  by 
the  Conful's  order,  that  laid  him  dead  upon  the  earth. 
When  that  news  was  told  the  Conful :  "  It  is  well, 
cried  he ;  **  the  Gods  m.anifeft  themfelves ;  the  cri- 
*'  minal  is  punifticd."  Whilft  he  was  fpeaking,  a  raven 
croaked  over-asainft  him.  The  Conful,  trinfported 
with  joy  upon  that  omen,  and  affirming  that  the  Gods 
had  never  interfered  more  evidently  in  human  affairs, 
caufed  the  fignal  to  be  given,  and  the  ufual  cries  to 
be  raifed.  Who  does  not  perceive  that  part  of  this 
account  is  mere  invention,  and  fitter  for  the  ftage  than 
the  gravity  of  hiftory  ? 

The  battle  enfued,  and  was  extremely  obftinate :  but 
the  difpofition  of  the  two  armies  was  very  different. 
Hope,  courage,  rage,  and  the  defire  of  revenge, 
urged  on  the  Romans  to  battle,  thirfting  for  the 
blood  of  the  enemy.  The  Samnites,  moft  of  them, 
were  forced  by  neceflity^  and  a  miftaken  motive  of 
religion,  rather  to  defend  themfelves  againft  their 
will,  than  to  attack.  Accuftomed  as  they  had  fo  long 
been  to  defeats,  they  probably  would  not  have  fuftain- 
ed  the  firft  cries  and  charge  of  the  Romans,  if  a  ftronger 
fear  with  which  they  were  pofTefTed,  had  not  prevented 
them  from  flying.  They  had  before  their  eyes  the 
dreadful  folemnity  of  that  fecret  facrifice,  pricfb  armed 
with  daggers,  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and>  beafts  pro- 
mifcuoufly  mingled  and  confounded  together,  altars 
covered  with  impure  blood,  and  thofe  ii&rnal  forms, 
which  they  had  been  made  to  pronounce  againft  them* 
felves,  their  neareft  kindred  and  whole  families.  Thefc 
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were  the  tics  that  kept  them  from  flying.  They  were  ^  ^  45f» 
more  afraid  of  their  own  citizens  thSi  the  enemy,  ^hf  * 
The  Romans  prefftd  them  on  all  fides  at  once,  the 
right,  the  left  wing,  and  main  body,  and  finding  them 
in  a  kind  of  amazement  and  ftupefa£tion,  occafioned 
by  a  dread  that  did  not  leave  them  m  their  natural 
fituation  of  mind,  they  made  a  great  flaughter  of 
them  without  finding  much  refiftance. 

The  firft  line  was  almoft  entirely  defeated,  when 
fuddenly  a  great  duft  was  perceived  on  one  fide  of 
them,  which  feem^  to  be  raifed  by  the  march  of  a 
numerous  army.    Thb  was  the  execution  of  the  or- 
ders Papirius  had  given  Sp.  Naudus.    The  fervanta 
of  the  army  mounted  upon  the  mules,  dragged  great 
branches  of  trees  alon^  the  ground.    As  they  were 
feen  only  at  a  great  diftance  through  a  gkomy  and 
confufed  light,  many  imagined  that  they  faw  arms 
and  enfigns  :  and  the  duft  continuing  to  rife,  and  in* 
creafing  perpetually,  they  perfuaded  themfelves  that 
it  was  occafioned  by  cavalry  drawing  up  in  batde. 
Not  only  the  Samnices  believed  that  new  troops  were 
arrived  againft  them,  the  Romans  were  alfo  deceived 
in  that  refpedt ;  and  the  Conful  confirmed  them  in 
their  error,  crying  out  at  the  head  of  their  troops  fi> 
as  to  be  heard  by  the  enemy.  That  Cominium  was 
taken ;  that  his  coUegue  was  coming  to  join  him ;  and 
that  they  fliould  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  defeat 
the  enemy,  before  another  army  deprived  thefn  of  the 
honour  of  the  vidory.     He  was  on  horfeback  when 
he  fpoke  thefe  words ;  and  immediately  after  ordered 
the  Centurions  and  Tribunes  to  open  paflages  for  the 
horle.    He  had  before  directed  Trebonius  and  Csdi* 
cius  to  charge  the  enemy  as  vigoroufly  as  poflible  with     * 
the  cavalry,  as  ibon  as  they  faw  him  lift  up  his  ipear, 
and  move  it  to  .and  fro  with  the  point  upwards. 
Every  thing  was  executed  at  the  moment,  and  in  the 
manner  prefcribed.     Paflages  were  opened  through 
the  ranks  of  the  infantry ;   the  horle  rode  through 
them  upon  the  fpur,  charged  the  main  body  with  their 
bnces,  and  broke  them  wherever  they  turned.    Yo* 
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-A-R*  45#-lninnius  and  Scipjo  feconded  and  fuftained  them  with 

»«3^"  their  infantry,  and  put  them  into  difordcr  univerfally* 

•  The  flight  then  became  general.    The  engagetncnt$ 

they  had  uaken,   facrifices,  oaths,  and  imprecations^ 

were  forgotten.     The  Gods  were  confiderod  no  Ipn* 

gcr;  and  nothing  feared  but  the  enemy. 

..What. remained  of  their  infantry  after  the  battle^ 

was  driven  to  their  canjp  near  Aquilonia.     The  nobl^ 

Hty  and  cavalry  retired  to  Bovianum.    The  camp  was 

Srefently  taken  by  Volumnius-  Seipio  found  more 
ifficulty  at  the  city  Aquilonia :  not  that  the.  enemy 
had  more  courage  there,  but  becaufe  walls  wer^  a  bet* 
ter  defence  than  the  intrenchments  of  a  camp. .  He 
at  lafl:  took  it  by  fcaling  them :  but  as  the  night  came 
on,  he  kept  his  troops  quiet.  The.  enemy  abandoned 
the  place  in  the  night.  In  this  battle  more  th^n  thirty 
thoufand  men  were  killed,  and  near  foui:  ihouiand 
taken,  with  ninety-feven  enfigns* 

The  fiege  of  Cominium  was  no  lefs  fucce&fuL 
The  Conful  Carvilius  was  attacking  the  place  with 
vigour,  when  he  received  the  nen^^s  from  his  doUegu^ 
of  the  twenty  cohorts  marching  to  the  relief  of  it. 
He  immediately  detached  a  confiderable  body  of 
troc^s,  with  orders  to  march  againft  thofe  fuccour^^ 
and  to  prevent  them,  at  any  price  whatsoever,  from 
approadiing  Cominium.  In  the  mean  time  he  maido 
extraordinary  efibrts  in.affaulting  the  place.  The 
walls  were  fcaled,  the  gates  broke  down.  iThc  be-- 
fieced,  in  defpair,  retired  in  a  body  to  the  Forum^ 
ind  after  a  ibort  and  weak  defence  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  furrendered  at  difcretion  to  the  Conful,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand  :  above  four  thoufand 
had  been  killed  during  the  fiege. 

Thus  ended  oaone  fide  the  battle  of  Aquilonia,  anij 
on  the  other  the  fiege  of  Cominium.  In  the  country 
between  thoie  two  places,  where  it  was  expeded  there 
would  have  been  an  aftion  between  the  Roman  de- 
tachment and  the  fuccours,  they  did  not  meet  each 
other.  When  the  latter  were  within  feven  miles  of 
Cominium^  t;hcy  were  countermanded}  and  returne4 
w  dirc6fly. 
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lErcftly.  It  was  almoft  dark  night  when  thev  arriv^  A-R.  45v- 
iiear  the  camp  and  Aq^ilonia,  The  cries  wnich  th^  ^^'  ^ 
heard  from  both  the  one  and  the  other,  made  them  *^^' 
halt  at  firft  :  and  the  flames  which  they  faw  foon  after 
in  the  ca^p,  which  the  Rpmans  had  fet  on  fire,  af- 
fored  them  of  its  fate,  They  went  no  farther,  and 
pafled  the  reft  of  the  night  upon  the  ground  in  their 
annS|  in  fad  expeftation  of  the  day. ,  As  foon  as  it 
began  to  appear,  as  the  Romans  had  got  fight  of  them, 
they  immediately  flc^d,  fo  that  a  detachment  of  in- 
fantry fent  in'purfuit  of  them  could  hot  come  up  with 
them.  Only  about  three  hundred  in  the  rear  were 
killed  by  the  cavalry.  The  reft  without  any  farther 
loft  arrived  atBovianum.  Befides  abundance  of  arms 
thrown  away  in  their  terror,  they  loft  eighteen  of 
tb^ir  enfigns. 

The  joy  of  each  of  the  two  armies  for  their  own 
vi|9tory  was  much  augmented  by  the  equally  good 
fupccft  of  the  other.  The  Confuls  in  concert  abap- 
4Joned  the  two  cities  they  had  taken  to  the  foldiers, 
^  and  after  they  had  turned  the  people  out  of  the  houfes, 
*  they  caufed  them  to  be  fet  on  fire.  Thus  Aquilonia 
and  Cominium  were  entirely  deftroyed  in  one  and  the 
feme  day.  They  afterwards  united  their  camps.,  and 
in  the  fight  of  both  armies  praifed  and  rewarded  the 
officers,  foldiers,  and  even  whole  bodies  of  troops, 
who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  a  particular  man- 
licn  They  afterwards  held  a  council,  to  know  whe- 
ther .they  Ihould  .march  off  both,  or  only  one  of  the 
anpics  from  Samnium,  They  made  a  third  choice, 
wl^ch  was  to  leave  both  there,  in  order  to  terminate 
th^  war  abfolutely  oa  that  fide,  and  deliver  Samniuni 
to  the  Confuls  their  fucceffors  entirely  conquered  and 
fiib^efted.  As  the  enemy  had  now  no  army  to  keep 
the  field  and  .fight  battles,  they  conceived,  that  the 
beft  method  to  carry  on  the  war,  was  to  attack  towns  5 
a  f  crtairj  mean$.  both  to  enrich  the  ft)ldiers  by  the 
Iboib  they  &ould  find  in  them,  gnd  to  compleat  the. 
deftru6tion  of  the  Samnites,  who  would  be  obliged  to 
^bt  J^ot  their  altars  and  houihold-gods.  Accord- 
it  ingly 
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A.iL4|9.ingi7theConfub,  after  having  given  the  Senate  and 

^9$?*  People  of  Rome  an  account  of  all  they  had  done  hi- 
therto, and  of  the  choice  they  had  made,  divided  and 
led  their  legions,  Papirius  to  Sepinum,  and  Carvilius 
to  Volana. 

The  Confuls  letters,  which  were  read  in  the  Senate 
and  the  aflembly  of  the  People,  occafioned  univerfal 
joy,  and  public  prayers  andfolemn  thankfgivings  were 
decreed  for  four  days.  This  news  was  the  more  grate- 
ful, as  advice  came  at  the  fame  time  that  the  Hetru- 
rians  had  revolted.  The  war  with  Samnium,  in  which 
they  law  Rome  entirely  engrofled,  and  whither  (he 
had  fent  both  the  Confuls  with  all  her  forces,  had  given 
thdm  opportunity  to  refume  their  arms.  In  confc- 
quence,  people  reprefented  to  themfelves  the  danger^ 
to  which  the  war  with  Hetruria  would  have  expofed 
Home,  if  that  of  Samnium  had  been  unfuccefsful, 
and  they  had  fuftained  any  loffes  there.  The  deputies 
of  the  allies,  fent  by  the  Pnetor  M.  Atilius,  complain- 
ed that  their  country  was  burnt  and  deftroycd  by  the 
^  Hetrurians  in  their  neighbourhood,  becaufe  they  would 
not  quit  the  party  of  the  Romans,  and  demanded  in 
the  ftrongcft  terms  that  they  might  be  fecured  againft 
the  infults  and  enterprizes  of  thofe  common  enemies* 
The  deputies  were  anfwered,  "  That  the  Senate  would 
make jprovifion,  that  the  allies  fhould  not  fuiFer  for 
their  faithful  attachment  to  the  Roman  people.  That 
the  Hetrurians  as  foon  as  poffible  fhould  have  the  fame 
fate  as  the  Samnites." 
No  hafte  however  had  been  made  to  fend  them 
.  fuccours,  if  advice  had  not  come,  that  the  Falifci, 
antient  friends  of  the  Roman  people,  had  joined  the 
Hetrurians.  The  proximity  of  that  people  gave  the 
Senate  fome  difquiet,  and  induced  them  to  fend  heralds 
to  the  Falifci  with  their  complaints.  Upon  their  re- 
fufal  to  make  fatisfa^tion,  war  was  declared  againft 
them  in  form,  and  the  Confuls  had  orders  to  draw 
lots,  which  of  them  fhould  march  from  Samnium  into 
Hetruria  with  his  army. 

Carvilius 
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Carvilius  had  already  taken  in  a  very  few  days  Vo-  A^R«4^* 
lana,  Palumbinum,  and  Herculaneum^  from  the  .^j.^* 
Samnites,  and  about  ten  thoufand  men  had  been  ldl« 
led  and  made  prifoners  in  attacking  thofe  three  places. 
Chance  gave  mm  the  commiflion  to  march  into  He« 
truria.  His  troops  were  very  ^lad  of  it»  becaufe  they 
began  already  to  fuffer  exceedmgly  from  the  cold  in 
Samnium.  Papirius  found  more  refiftance  atSdpi* 
num,  but  at  length  he  carried  the  place.  In  this 
fiege,  and  the  anions  with  which  it  was  attended, 
more  than  feven  thoufand  men  were  killed,  and  al« 
moft  three  thoufand  taken  prifoners.  All  the  ipoils 
were  granted  to  the  foldiers,  which  were  very  confi* 
derable ;  becaufe  the  Samnites  had  laid  up  their  beft 
cffe&s  in  a  fmall  number  of  places,  which  they  be^ 
lieved  moft  capable  of  refifting  the  enemy's  attacks. 

The  whole  country  was  alre^y  covered  with  fnow, 
and  the  army  could  keep  the  field  no  longer :  the 
Conful  therefore  withdrew  his  troops  from  Samnium* 
He  entered  Rome  in  triumph,  followed  by  the  fol- 
diers  with  all  the  milit^  gifts,  crowns,  and  marks 
of  honour,  with  which  he  had  rewarded  their  bra* 
very.  Every  body  was  particularly  attentive  to  the 
ipoils  of  the  Samnites^  and  compared  them  for  iblen- 
dor  and  beauty  with  thbfe  the  vidor's  father  had  for* 
merly  taken  from  the  fame  people  5  which  were  very 
well  known,  becaufe  ^moft  of  the  public  places  of 
Rome  were  adorned  /v^ith  them.  Some  confiderable 
prifoners  were  led  in  this  triumph^  well  known  for 
their  own  exploits,  and  thofe  of  their  fathers.  The 
copper  moneys  which  was  expofed  in  the  proceflioa 
to  the  view  of  the  public,  according  to  Livy,  anx>unt'> 
ed  to  (uch  immente  fums,  as  gives  reafon  to  believe 
that  there  is  an  error  in  the  text.  This  money  is  faid 
to  have  arofe  from  the  fale  of  prifoners.  The  filver, 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  cities,  amount^  to  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  weighty 
The  whole  was  carried  into  the  tresuury ;  and  no  part 
of  it  given  the  foldiers  :  which  highly  offended  the 
People,  becaufe  the  ufual  tax  for  the  payment  of  the 
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A.  r\  459.  army  was  levied  upon  them  :  whereas,  if  the  Gonful 
^%s\?'  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  *^^  vanity  to  difpky  the  flims  intended 
-fo'r  the  treafury  in  his  triumph,  the  foldiers  might 
h^ve  been  rewarded  with  part  of  them,  and  the  reft 
been  applied  it\  difcharging  the  arrears  due  to  therti* 
The  Cbnful  Papirius  dedicated  the  temple  of  Quiri- 
•lius,  which  his  father,  during  his  Didkatorlhip,  had 
v^wed  to  that  God ;  and  he  adorned  it  with  thp  Ipoils 
X    €>f  the  enemy,  which  were  fo  abundant,  that  beiides 
what  were  placed  in  that  temple  and  the  Forum,  part 
t)f  them  were  given  to  the  neighbouring  colonies  and 
allies,   to   adorn   their  temptes  and   public  placed. 
When  the  triumpK  was  over,  Papirius  put  his  army 
into  winter-quarters  in  the  territory  of  Vefcia,  becaule 
that  country  was  expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the 
Samnites. 

During  the  interval  of  which  I  am  now  Ipeaking, 
Carvilius  took  Troilium,  ^d  fome  other  ftrongr  places 
in  Hetruria*  The  Falifci  demanded  peace ;  -  but  had 
only' a  truce  for  a  year  granted  them,  for  which  they 
trere  made  to  give  an  hundred  thoufartd  Affes,  and 
the  pay  of  the  troops  for  that  campaign.  At  his  rt- 
turn  to  Rome,  he  received  the  honour  of  a  triumph. 
The  fum  which  he  caufed  to  be  carried  into  the  pub- 
lic treafury  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  mnety 
tfioufand  Afles.  For  the  reft,  he  caufed  a  temple  to 
Fortii  ^  ^^^^^  ^^  Fortune  -,  and  diftributed  to  each  foldier 
FortunaB.  but  of  the  Ipoils  an  hundred  and  two  A0es,  and 
liwice*  as  much  to  the  Centurions  and  cavalry :  a  libe- 
rality which  gave  them  the  more  pleafurc,  as  his  col- 
legue  had  been  very  clofe  in  that  relpeft  to  his  fol; 
diers. 
Li¥.  1. 10.  •  This  year  the  Cenfos  was  compleated  by  the  Ceh- 
C.47.  j^  p^  Cornelius  Arvina,  and  C.  Marcius  Rutilus. 
The  number  of  the  citizens  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  fixty-two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
Tliis  was  the  nineteenth  Luftrum  from  the  inftitution 
of  the  Cenforfhip, 

The  fame  year  the  ctiftom  was  firft  introduced  f6t 
die  citizeHS  to  v^ar  crowns  on  their  hcads'at  the  Games 

and 
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and  Shews,  to  exprefe  their  joy  and  triumph  for  the  A.  R.  459- 
victories  gained  over  the  enemy.  ^'  ^' 

Papirius  prefided  in  the  aflemblies  for  the  election 
of  Confuls.  Q.  Fabius  Gurges,  the  fon  of  Fabius 
Maximus,  was  eleded  with  D.  Junius  Brutus  Scseva. 

The  plague,  which  raged  both  in  the  city  and 
country,  foon  made  all  the  fuccefles  of  this  year  be 
forgotten.  The  books  of  the  Sibyls  were  confulted, 
to  know  what  remedy  thjcre  was  for  it ;  and  in  them 
it  was  found  that  it  was  neccffary  to  bring  the  God 
jSfculapius  from  Epidaurus  to  Rome  :  which  could 
not  be  executed  this  year,  becaule  the  two  Confuls 
were  employed  in  the  field.  They  contented  them- 
felvcs  therefore  with  appointing  a  day  for  folemn  pray- 
ers to  implore  the  proteftion  of  that  God. 

The  firffi  decade  of  Livy  ends  here,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  tenth  book  of  his  hiftory.  The  whole  work  con- 
fifted  of  an  hundred  and  forty,  or  an  hundred  and 
forty-two  books.'  Only  thirty  of  them  are  come  down 
to  us,  and  of  them  the  laft  are  not  perfeft.  The  lofs 
of  them  cannot  be  fufficiently  regretted,  and  in  all 
appearance,  will  never  be  retrieved.  Freinlhemius, 
an  illuftrious  German,  has  :^ith  infinite  pains  aAd  won- 
derful difcemment  colledted  all  that  is  difperfed  in  an- 
tient  authors,  as  well  Greek  as  Latin,  concerning  the 
parts  of  the  Roman  hiftory,  which  are- no  longer  ex- 
tant in  Livy,  and  has  filled  up  almoft  all  the  *  void 
places,  and  thereby,  as  far  as  was  poflible,  reftored 
what  we  have  loft  of  him.  The  reader  may  confult 
the  little  I  have  faid  on  this  fupplement  and  its  au- 
thor in  the  Ancient  Hiftory,  where  I  fpeak  of  Livy. 
He  will  fpare  me  much  trouble,  in  pointing  out  to 
ihe  the  places,  from  which  I  may  extract  what  is 
wanting  in  this  excellent  hiftorian,  and  often  in  fup- 
plying  me  with  materials  ready  prepared.  As  the 
pafiages  of  the  authors  which  he  cites  are  fometimes 
very  fliort,  and  for  that  reafon  in  great  number,  to 
avoid  the  confufion  which    fuch  frequent  citations 

*  He  has  not  filled  up  the  void  places  in  the  five  lait  books. 
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might  occafion,  I  (hall  often  quote  only  Fteinihe* 
mius,  wh^re  the  reader  may  find  them  referved  Co* 
The  fecond  decade  of  Livy  (fo  ten  books  together 
are  called)  is  of  the  number  of  thoie  which  ^are  loft. 
It  included  the  fpace  of  fcventy-thrce  y«fs>  ftxsm  the 
460th  to  the  533d  year  of  Rome. 

SECT.    11. 

^be  Samnitis  take  arms  agaith  ^md  defeat  tie  urmf  nfEn- 
bius  Gurges.  He  is  accufed.  His  father  Stains  bis 
fardoHy  and  g^es  to  ferve  under  bim  as  bis  lieutenant. 
fTbe  Romans  gain  a  famous  viilory.  L.  Pqftumius  being 
Inter-rex,  caufes  bimfelf  to  be  ekHed  ConfuL  The 
flagueecntinues  to  rage  at  Rcme.  Aferpent  is  brongbt 
from  EpidauruSy  wbicb  is  faid  io  be  jEfcuktpius  under 
tbe  form  of  tbai  animaf.  Tbe  difimpor  eeafes.  A 
temple  is  ereSed  to  Urn  in  tbe  ijk  of  tbe  lather.  D^f 
pite  between  PoftumuSy  ami  FMus  Omful  4be  preced- 
ing year.  Pofiumius  takes  feveral  places.  Colony  ^f 
twenty  tboufand  men  fettled  at  VenuftOy  and  in  its  neigb^ 
bourbocd.  Fabius  triumpbs  ever  tbe  Samnites.  Pof* 
tumiusy  on  tbe  expiration  of  bis  Confulftnpy  is  aceufeiy 
and  condemned.  Tbe  Samnites  and  Sabines  trre  reduced 
to  ajkpe^ce.  Three  ymo  coUndes.  Judges  of  eritmnal 
affairs  inftituted.  Cenfus.  Fabius^  Prince  rf  4be  Se- 
nate. Domeftk  Sffenfions  concerning  debts.  Lowe 
pafed  in  favour  of  tbe  People.  War  wtb  tbe  Ve^ 
nians  and  Lucanians. 


A.  R.  4£o*         Q^  Fabius  Gurges. 

D.  Junius  Brutus  Scjeva.^ 


Ant.  C. 


Trcinfli.  rp  H  E  Samnites  had  been  defeated  and  cut  to  pieces 
J 1 .  c.  X  X  fo  jj^^y  times,  their  loflcs  had  been  fo  very  ereac» 
zotksuTM,  elpecially  the  laft  campaign,  and  they  were  reduced 
Vol.  XL  (Q  fo  ^^aj^  ^  condition,  that  there  was  no  appearance 
that  they  Ihould  have  any  thoughts  of  taking  arms 
again,  at  leaft  fo  foon,  after  Itich  a  fcrics  of  bad  fuc- 
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ccfi*  But  the  related  defeats  thev  had  fuftained,  far  ^j^^  ^^ 
from  abating  their  courage  throu^  fear,  ferved  only  ^^^  * 
to  kindle  in  them,  through  a  kind  of  defpair,  the 
delire  of  avenging^  themfelves  upon  a  people,  who 
liad  made  thenTfuSer  fo  many  evils,  and  againft  whom 
they  had  conceived  an  hatred  which  rofe  to  rage  and 
fury.  Papirius  had  fcarce  withdrawn  his  army  from 
Sanmium  in  order  to  its  entering  Rome  in  triumph 
with  him,  than  they  made  new  and  more  numerous 
levies  than  their  paft  and  jlill  recent  difafler  feemed 
to  admit.  The  news  of  the  plague,  which  made  great 
ravages  in  the  city  of  Rome  and  all  around  it,  and 
the  lutle  i^utation  and  experience  of  the  Confuls 
lately  e]e(£);ed,  filled  the  Samnites  with  a  blind  conii* 
dence  and  rafh  boldnefs,  which  fuggefted  nothing  to 
them  but  vi^orles  and  triumphs.  They  began  by 
raving  the  lands  of  th^  Campanians,  whom  they 
conmered  as  the  firft  authors  of  their  misfortunes. 

Home  did  not  leave  its  allies  without  aid  and  de- 
fence. The  Conful  Fabius  was  charged  with  this 
war.  He  fet  out  with  the  legions,  full  of  the  ardor 
and  cbura^  with  which  his  name  and  the  glory  of  his 
father  inipired  him,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  no  lefs 
contempt  and  indignation  for  an  enemy  fo  often  de* 
feated,  and  always  ready  to  revolt.  He  afiured  him- 
jfelf,  that  with  the  leaft  vigour  againft  an  enemy 
weakened  to  the  degree  the  Sanlnitcs  were,  it  was  cafy 
to  reduce  them  for  ever,  and  was  in  hopes  of  termi- 
nating a  war  for  good  and  all,  and  that  without  difii- 
culty,  which  had  fo  long  employed  the  Roman  arms. 
He  arrived  in  Campania  with  thefe  thoughts,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  the  camp  of  the  Sammtes  with  the 
utmoft  expedition.  Their  general  had  detached  a 
party  to  take  a  view  of  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  the 
itomans  appeared,  the  detachment  retired.  Fabius 
believed  it  the  wHole  army  flying  before  him ;  and  as 
if  nothing  was  wanting  to  vidory  but  difpatch,  he 
advanced  in  diforder  as  he  was,  without  giving  his 
troops  time  to  refpife,  taking  a  view  of  the  country, 
or  any  other  precaution,  and  gave  the  fignal  of  bat- 
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A.R.4«o*tle.     The  general  of  the  Samnites  had  afted  like  a 

^^^^  •  true  Roman.     He  had  pofted  himfelf  very  advanta- 

geoufly,  had  drawn  up  his  troops  in  battle  at  his  Id- 

'  lure,  and  had  exhorted  them  to  Ihew  themfelves  men 
of  courage  by.  the  moft  powerful  arguments.  The 
fuccefs  of  the  battle  was  fuch  as  might  be  expefted. 
The  Samnites,  who  were  quite  frefti,  and  waited  the 
coming  up  of  the  enemy,  repulfed  and  broke  the  Ro- 
mans with  eafe,  who,  already  fatigued  by  a  long 
march,  had  ran  eagerly  on,  in  expeftation  rather  to 
plunder,  than  of  a  battle.  Three  thoufand  Romans 
were  left  upon  the  fpot,  and  a  much  greater  number 
wounded.  Only  the  night,  which  came  on  very  hap- 
pily for  them,  faved  the  reft  of  the  army,  and  prevent- 
ed it  from  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  They  retired 
to  a  more  favourable  poft,  with  intent  to  fortify  them- 
felves in  it. 
Zooar.  They  found  themfelves  in  the  moft  unhappy  and 

deplorable  fituation  imaginable,  without  provifions 
for  the  troops,  remedies  for  the  fick  and  wounded,  or 
any  means  for  repofing  themfelves,  of  which  they 
were  in  fo  much  want.  The  baggage  had  been  left 
in  the  firft  camp  whiqh  they  had  abandoned,  the  foldi- 
ers  having  brought  away  with  them  only  their  arms. 
They  were  in  want  of  every  thing,  and  of  nothing  fo 
much  as  courage.  The  night  paffed  amidft  the  groans 
of  the  dying,  and  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  fur- 
vived  them^  all  expefting  with  terror  and  defpair  the 
return  of  day,  which  they  believed  would  be  the  laft 

'^  of  their  lives.  And  indeed,  weakened  as  they  were 
by  a  confiderable  lofs,  and  overwhelmed  befides  with 
fatigues,  wounds,  grief,  and  defpair,  they  could  not 

'  cxpeft  to  be  able  to  refift  enemies,  whofe  force  and 
courage  viftory  had  undoubtedly  much  augmented. 
In  this  condition,  wherein  every  thing  was  defperate, 
they  were  indebted  to  the  Samnites  themfelves  for 
their  fafety,  whofe 'miftake  extricated  them  out  of  the 
extremity  to  which  they  were  reduced*  They  believed, 
with  what  foundation  is  not  faid,  that  the  army  of  the 
other  Conful  was  at  hand ;  and  through  fear  of  being 
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taken  in  the  rear  by  troops  newly  arrived,  if  they  ftaid  A.  R.4.60. 
to  attack  Fabius's  camp,  they  retired,  contented  with  ^^^'  ^' 
the  good  fuccefs  they  had  already  had, 

Thefe  very  fuccefles  and  advantages  gained  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Samnites,  became  the  fource  of 
their  misfortunes,  and  after  the  moft  bloody  defeats, 
ftill  put  their  arms  into  their  hands,  in  hopes  at  length 
of  prevailing  over  the  Romans  *,  in  fome  fenfe,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  ufe  the  comparifon,  like  men  pof- 
lefied  with  the  love  of  Play,  whom  notwithftandine: 
continual  bad  fuccefs,  the  fmalleft  sain  gives  hop^s  of 
retrieving  all  their  paft  lojQTes  by  fome  happy  rwn  of  . 
the  dice  in  their  favour, 

Whilft  the  Samnites  gave  thcmfelves  up  entirely  to 
the  joy  of  fo  glorious  a  viftory,  Rome  was  in  mourn- 
ing and  aJSli£bion.  Lefs  fenfible  to  all  other  lofles  than 
to  that  of  glory  and  renown,  fhe  faw  with  grief,  that 
at  the  inftant,  when  the  longeft  and  moft  obftinate 
war  the  Romans  ever  had,  was  upon  the  point  of  be- 
ing termmated  for  ever,  the  rafhnefs  of  the  Conful 
had  given  it  new  birth,  and  rendered  it  more  vigor- 
ous and  terrible  than  it  had  ever  been,  by  filling  the 
Samnites  with  courage,  confidence,  and  bolonefs. 
Not  only  the  Tribunes,  long  accuftomed  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  fuch  events  for  irritating  the  People  agaipft 
the  Patricians,  vented  thefe  complaints ;  tne  Senate 
itfelf  exprelTed  ftill  far  more  violent  difcontent.  Af- 
ter long  and  warm  deliberations,  it  was  decreed,  that. 
tjie  Conful  Fabius  Ihould  return  to  Roiijq  on  a  certain 
day  to  give  an  account  of  his  conduft, 

As  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  a  croud  of  accufers 
declared  againft  him,  and  cited  him  to  take  his  trial 
before  the  People,  It  was  not  poflible  either  to  cx- 
cufe  or  conceal  his  bacj  conduft  in  the  battle,  Confi- 
deration  ^for  his  father  Fabius,  which  feemed  the  only 
thing  that  could  be  of  fervice  to  him,  Jiurned  againft 
him  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  and  ferved  only  to  ag- 
gravate  his  fault.  And  indeed,  for  the  fon  of  fo  great 
a  man,  nurtured  and  educated  in  the  midft  of  his 
father's  triumphs,  not  only  to  fully  the  glory  of  the  Rq- 
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A.R.4«o.  man  name,  but  the  laurels  of  his  anceifors^  bjr  i 
^l'^^  ihamcful  defeat,  that  could  be  only  afcribed  to  hia 
imprudence,    was    confidered   as   ah  unpardonable 
crime. 

The  People,  generally  prejudiced  to  excefi  agaii^ 
the  Confpls,  feemed  determined  not  fo  much  as  to 
hear  his  defence.  But  when  Fabius  the  fiithcr  ap- 
peared ajs  a  fuppliant,  the  fight  of  that  venerable  old 
man,  round  whom  his  vidbories  and  triumphs  feemed 
to  attend,  foon  changed  their  fentiments.  He  did 
not  endeavour  either  to  excufe  his  fon's  conduA,  or 
to  leflen  his  fault :  but  repeating  wi(h  a  modeft  air 
and  tone  the  fervices  of  his  anceftbrs  and  himfelf,  h^ 
implored  them  to  fpare  a  father  at  his  age  fo  fenfible 
an  afiront,  and  one  fo  much  to  the,  di%raceof  his 
whole  houfe.  He  added,  •*  That  he  however  afked 
only,  in  favour  of  the  Fabii,  who  almoft  from  the 
origin  of  Rome  had  not  a  Kttlc  cohtributed  by  their 
valour  and  conduA  to'  its  greatnefs,  and  in.  gratitude 
to  the  three  hundred  Fabii,  who  had  defended  the 
commonwealth  at  the  price  of  their  blood  and  the  zU 
pioft  tocal  extinftion  of  their  name,  that  they  would 
pardon  hjs  fon,  if  his  fault  were  without  remedy,  and 
|t  was  more  advantageous  to  the  State  to  punifh  than 
forgive  him/*  **  For,**  faid  he,  "  I  have  long  fcarnt 
*'  to  prefer  th(j  interefts  of  the  public  to  aU  other 
**  motives,  and  I  bcKeve  I  have  given  during  my 
♦'  whole  life  fufficient  proofs  of  my  difpofition  in  that 
**  refpeft.  Now  as  to  what  concerns  my  fon,  his 
*'  fault,  I  confefs,  is  great :  but  it  may  prove  infi^ 
**  hitely  ufcful  to  him,  as  well  as  to  tne  common* 
*'  wealth.  Though  it  does  not  become  a  father  to 
•  *'  praife  his  fon,  I  cannot  forbear  faying,  that  mine 
*'  has  good  qualities.  I  have  endeavoured  to  culti-p 
•^  vate  them  by  lAy  cares,  counfel,  and  an  education 
*'  worthy  of  tnc  name  he  bears.  The  temerity  natu-p 
«*  ral  to  his  years,  and  too  much  confidence  in  him- 
*'  felf,  has  hurried  him  into  the  precipice.  The  fhame 
*'  to'which  he  is  now  expofed  will  remedy  them.  In 
*'  attaining  the  maturity  of  more  advanced  years,  he 
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*f  wUi  leave  you  nothing  to  s^pprebend  froiQ  the  le-  A.R.460. 

**  vky  qf  inconliderate  youth.    Al«s,  I  feep,  ko-  ^^^^^ 

^  maos»  tp  have  forcfccn  this  misfortune,   when  I 

**  took  fo  much  pains  in  your  aflembly,  to  prevent 

^  my  fon  f^m  being  eleAed  Conful.     At  this  time  I 

^  make  you  a  quite  different  requeft,  and  demand 

^  the  ConfuUhip  fo^  him.  For  it  will  be  creating  him 

^^  Conful  again,  to  pardon  bis  fault,  and  put  it  into 

^*  his  power  to  retrieve  it.     And  I  will  be  fecurity 

'^  for  him,  that  he  ihall  retrieve  it  with  advantage. 

^  To  this  end,  I  offer  myfelf  to  fervc  under  him  as 

^  his  lieutenant.     I  have  ftill  ftrength  enough  to  fup« 

^  port  the  fat^es  of  war,  and.  do  my  duty  in  ^  bat- 

**  tie.     The  remembrance  of  what  the  enemy  have 

**  formerly  fcen  me  do  in  the  field,  may  ftill  intimi- 

^  dace  them.    But  what  is  more  important,  I  ven-* 

^  ture  to  promife  you,  that  the  martial  ardor  of  the 

^  ion,  guided  and  moderated  by  the  counfels  of  the 

♦*  father,  (hall  foon  wipe  out  by  a  glorious  vidtor^ 

^^  the  Ihamc  which  only  his  youth  has  drawn  upoa 

Fabius's  offer  was  received  with  univerfal  applauie, 
and  he  was  immediately  appointed  his  fon's  lieutenant. 
The  Conful  took  the  field  fbon  after,  as  much  ref- 
pe&ed,  and  attended  with  as  paflionate  vows  and  as 
gfeat  hopes  on  the  fide  of  the  People  at  his  depar-/ 
ture,  as  he  had  been  ill  received  at  his  return.  Upon 
the  march,  and  afterwards  upon  his  return,  every 
thing  pafied  according  to  the  ftrideft  rules  of  difci- 
pliiK.     The  allies,  who  were  full  of  efteem  for  the 
valour  and  ability  of  Q^  Fabius  the  father,  of  which 
they  had  often  been  witnefies,  and  of  gratitude  for 
the  fervices  they  had  received  from  him,  executed  all 
the  orders  he  gave  them  with  joy  and  difpatch.    The 
army  in  general,  impatient  to  blot  out  the  ignominy 
of  their  defeat,  and  promifing  themfelves  every  thing 
fix)ai  a  general  under  whom  themfelves  and  their  fa- 
thers had  fo  often  defeated  the  Samnites,  demanded 
e^^erly  to  be  led  againft  the  enemy.     The  Samnites 
on  their  fide,  flufhed  with  the  vidtcSry  they  had  gained, 
D  4  defired 
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•^^^"^^dcfired  a  battle  with  no  lefs  ardor.     In  confcqucncc,' 
^^\^  •  the  one  defiring  to  retain  the  glory  they  had  acquired, 
and  the  other  to  retrieve  their  fhame,  both  fides  came 
to  blows  with  equal  ardor. 

The  Roman  army  began  to  give  way,  and  Pontiu^ 
Herennius,  general  of  the  Samnites,  furrounded  the 
Conful  with  a  chofcn  body  of  troops,  when  Fabius, 
perceiving  the  danger  of  his  fon,  furred  his  horfe 
into  the  thickeft  of  the  enemy.  A  body  of  cavalry 
followed  him,  reprefenting  to  themfelves  how  fhame- 
ful  it  would  be  for  them,  if  fuch  combatants  as  they 
were,  in  the  flower  of  their  youth,  fhouldfuflfer  them- 
felves to  be  excelled  in  vigour  and  courage  by  an  old 
man.  This  charge  decided  the  fate  of  the  battle. 
The  Roman  legions,  animated  by  the  example  of  the 
horfe,  fuftained  the  enemy  firft,  and  foori  after  broke 
them.  Herennius,  who  difcharged  all  the  duties  of 
an  able  general  and  a  brave  fojdier  in  this  aftion,  ufed 
all  poflible  endeavours  to  rally  his  troops,  Hop  thofe 
who  fled,  and  repulfe  the  enemy  ;  but  could  not  pre- 
vent them  from  flying,  and  lofl:  the  occafion  ot  ef- 
caping  himfelf.  Four  thou  and  Samnites  with  that 
general  were  n^ade  prifoners,  and  twenty  thoufand 
killed  in  the  battle  and  purfuit.  The  camp  of  the 
enemy  was  taken  with  confiderable  fpoils,  which 
were  afterwards  much  augmented  by  the  plunder  of 
the  country,  and  the  voluntary  furrender  of  leveral 
places. 

A  Angle  man  occafioned  all  this  change  ;  that  an 
army  a  few  days  before  vidorious,  was  cut  in  pieces 
by  the  fame  troops  they  had  fo  lately  defeated  ;  and 
that  the  Conful  had  made  the  general  prifoner  whtf 
had  put  him  to  flight,  an  agreeable  fpeftacle  to  the 
People,  and  a  magnificent  ornament  of  the  tri- 
umph decreed  him  the  next  year,  when  he  returned 
to  Rome. 

rr^mfti.        Whilfl:  tKings  paflTed  thus  in  Samnium,  D.  Brutus 

l.ii.c.io'fljg  other  Conful  was  no  lefs  fuccefsful  againfl  the 

^^^^      Hetrurians  and  Falifci. 

The 
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The  Interrex  L.  Poftumius  Mcgellus,  in  thcltffcm-  Liv.  1.  »r* 
bly  wherein  he  prefided,  nominated  himfelf  Gonial ;  ^f[  ^^ 
which  had   no  example,    except  Appius  Claudius,  c. '35/ 
whofe  conduft  in  that  refpcft  had  been  univcrfally  con- 
demned. 

L.  POSTUMIUS,   III.  A.R.4^i, 

T*  An**  C* 

C.  Junius  Brutus.  »9i. 

Poftumius  w^  a  proud  man,  and  if  we  may  believe  Dionyf.  a- 
Livy,  had  already  given  proofs  of  his  haughtinefs,  in  pudValef. 
decreeing  himfelf  a  triumph  againft  the  will  of  the 
Senate,  and  without  the  confent  of  the  people.  ^  He 
fuftained  his  charafter  in  this  his  third  Confulfhip, 
and  began  by  exprefling  gre^t  contempt  for  his  col- 
leotie.  The  latter,  who  was  a  Plebeian,  a^id  a  man 
of  a  modeft  and  mild  difpofition,  refigned  the  pro- 
vince  of  Samnium  to  him,  without  infifting  upon  the 
conftant  cuftom,  according  to  which  the  provinces 
ought  to  have  been  drawn  for  by  lots. 

All  this  while  the  plague  continued  to  n^e  at  Rome :  Liv.  Epit. 
this  was  the  third  year  fince  it  began,  and  no  aid  hu-  \^^  ^^^  ' 
man  or  divine  had  abated  its  violence.     We  have  al-  ,.g.  ,. 
ready  feen,  that  the  Senate,  after  having  confulted  the  pv.  Met. 
books  of  the  Sibyls,  had  refolved  to  bring  the  God  ^^^^  ^^ 
iEfculapius  to  Rome,  which  could  not  be  executed  at  virisUiuft. 
that  time  on  account  of  the  wars,  in  which  the  com-  ^-  **• 
monwealth  was  engaged.     Ten  embafladors  were  fcnt 
this  year  to  fetch  mat  God  from  Epidaurus  to  Rome  : 
Epidaurus  was  a  city  of  Peloponnefus,  which  pafled 
for  the  place  of  his  birth.     Five  miles  from  that  city 
there  was  a  temple  of  great  fame,  creded  in  honour 
of  this  God,  and  full  of  rich  prefents,  fent  thither  by 
fuchas  believed  themfelves  indebted  to^fculapiusfor 
the  recovery  of  their  health.     The  embafladors  were 
conduced  thither.     Whilft  they  were  admiring  a  mar- 
ble ftatue  of  extraordinary  magnitude,  the  work  of 
Thrafymedes,  a  famous  ftatuary  of  Paros,  a  great  fer- 
pcnt  came  fuddenly  from  the  inmoft  part  of  the  tem- 
ple, ai  4  ftruck  all  the  fpeftators  with  aftonifhment  and, 
»  '  religious 
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•^«  4^^«  rd^oia  aum^  The  priefbs,  with  a  tt^pe&Sul  air  and 
^u  ^^^^^9  ^^^  ^^"'^  ^^  ^^  ^^  refideci  in  tl»t  ferpent, 
and  that  he  fhewsd  kmSdf  irom  time  to  tiooe  uoder 
that  form,  but  abrays  fbr  the  good  of  mortalsi  He 
fufiered  himfelf  to  be  feen  during  two  days  in  the  tem-r 
pie ;  and  then  difappeared.  The  third,  palling  thro* 
a  croud  of  ipeftators  feized  mth  admiratioa  and  re* 
fped,  he  went  forwards  dire^Uy  to  the  port  wheve  the 
Roman  galley  lay,  and  having  entered  it,  he  placed 
himfelf  in  the  cabin  cf  (^  Ogutnius,  thq  principal  of 
the  embafladors,  and  continued  there^  after  having 
felded  himfek^  in  feveral  circles  from  his  tail  to  his 
head. 

The  Romans^,  hi^)r  pleafed  with  tlie  fucce&ef 
their  voyage,  and  believing  they  had  the  God  himfelf 
wit^i  them,  fet  fail,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  happily 
at  Antium.     There,  as  the  fea  ran  very  high  in  eSeit 
of  bad  weather,  which  came  on  uiieiipe£);edly,  and 
would  not  admit  them  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  the 
ierpent,  which  during  the  whole  paflbge  had  continued 
in  the  fame  place  ^uiet  and  without  any  miotion,  glided 
to  the  porck  of  a  very  famous  ten^le  in  tt^t  city. 
The  place  was  planted  with  myrtles  and  palm  trees, 
round  one  of  which  he  twined  himfelf,  and  continued 
hanging  there  by  the  long  folds  of  his  tail  during  three 
days.     The  Romans  were  in  great  alarm,  k&  they 
fhould  not  be  able  to  make  him  q\ut  that  place ;  be* 
caufe  during  the  whole  time  he  refufed  to  take  his 
i^fual  nourtlhment.     But  he  loon  put  an  end  t0  their 
difquiet  by  returning  to  the  gaHey,  and  at  laft  arrived 
at  Rome.     The  joy  on  that  account  was  uQiveifal. 
People  came  frcMn  all  quarters  of  the  city  in  crouds  to 
fee  a  fight  (b  new,  and  which  they  could  fcarce  con^ 
ceivc.     Altars  were  erefted  on  the  fide  of  the  Tiber 
where  he  pafled,  incenfe  burnt,  andvidims  facrificed. 
When  the  fliip  arrived  at  the  place  where  the  Tiber 
divides  itfelf  into  two  branches,  and  forms  an  ifle,  the 
ferpent  quitted  it,  and  fwam  into  that  ifle,  after  which 
he  was  feen  no  more.     The  Senators,  concluding  that 
the  God  had  chofen  that  place  for  his  abode,  order- 
ed 
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cd  a  tempte  to  be  boilt-there  to  ^fctilapius :  and  ^"^^^^^ 
the  fame  inftant  the  plague  ceafed.    This  temple     ^^^ 
afterwards  became  vcrf  fiunoaa,  and  the  magnificent 
prefents  with  which  it  was  enhdied,  denoted,  dudl  I 
txf  the  gratitodef  or  ftupid  credulity,  of  thdfe  who 
pretended  to  have  been  cured  by  invoking  this  God 
of  medicine.     Ileaif«  the  reader  to  conj^hire  how 
much  fraud  muffc  have  been  employed  in  this  voyaoe 
of  a  (eroent  attended  with  fo  many  wonders*     The  In  Phi. 
Abbot  TiHemont,  in  the  life  of  Marcus  Aurelius,  men-  ^?^^^ 
vons  an  impoftw  who  tamed  icrpents.    His  lifeisre* 
laced  at  large  in  Lucian. 

The  Conful  Poftumius  carried  the  fame  pride  with  Fnmfli. 
htm  into  his  province,  as  he  had  Ihewn  in  the  city  in  p|^''5r/^ 
TtfptEt  to  his  coUegue.  Fabius  Gurges,  who  had  been  dI^:  a- 
Conful  the  year  bdfore,  aifhially  commanded  in  Sam-  P^^*^ 
nium  by  order  cff  the  Senate  in  quality  of  Proconful. 
Pdftomius  wrote  to  him^  *^  To  .quit  his  province  as 
foon  as  pofiible  :•  that  himfelf  was  fuflicient  for  the  war 
there,  and  that  he  had  no  occafion  fbr  aid/*  Fabius 
rtfXiedy  *^  he  defined  him  to  refleffc,  that  having  re- 
ceived his  powers  from  the  Senate,  he  could  not  quit 
*  the  province  without  their  order."  This  anfwer  did 
not  (kcisfy  the  Ccmful.  When  advice  came  to  Rome 
of  what  had  pafiM,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  mif- 
imderttanding  o(  the  generals  mi^ht  be  pernicious  to 
the  public.  Deputies  were  therefore  fent  to  the  Con^ 
ful,  to  declare  to  him  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Se^ 
nate,  that  Fabiui  fhould  remain  in  Samnium  with  his 
army.  Far  from  complying  with  that  order,  Poftu- 
mius is  faid  to  have  explained  himfelf  in  terms  fcarce 
credible.  He  was  fa  bold  as  to  fay,  ^*  That  as  long 
as  he  fhould  be  Conful,  it  was  not  for  him  to  obey 
the  Senate,  but  fbr  the  Senate  to  fubmit  to  him/^ 
And  to  make  good  what  he  faid  by  his  actions,  having 
difmiflfed  the  deputies,  he  marched  his  army  imme* 
diatety  to  Cominium,  which  Fabius  was  adhially  be* 
fi<^ng,  with  the  refolotion  to  employ  force  againft 
him,  if  he  could  not  oblige  him  to  retire  by  other 
means* 

The 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44  POSTUMIUS,  JUNIUS,  Confuls- 

-^R.4^1/  The  Roman  armies  would  have  exhibited  a  woeful 
^\^'  fccne  to  the  enemy,  if  Fabius  had  determined  to  de- 
fend himfelf  in  the  fam*e  manner  he  was  attacked. 
But  as  he  was  naturally  mild  and  moderate,  and  ftill 
more  confirmed  in  that  difpofition  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  by  the  falutary  advice  of  his  father,  after  having 
declared  that  he  gave  way,  not  to  the  Conful's 
phrenzy,  but  the  public  utility,  he  quitted  the  pro- 
vince. Some  few  days  after,  Poftumius  took  Comi- 
nium.  From  thence  he  led  his  army  to  Vcnufia,  and  . 
took  that  alfo.  He  did  as  much  by  fevcral  other  places, 
which  were  either  carried  by  aflault,  or  furrendered  by 
capitulation.  In  this  expedition  the  enemy  had  ten 
thoufand  men  killed,  and  above  fix  thoufand  Surren- 
dered themfelvcs  to  the  vidtor,  after  having  laid  down 
their  arms. 

The  Conful's  aftions  were  certainly  great  and  im- 
portant, but  he  fpoiled  them  by  a  pride  and  felf-fuSL^ 
ciency,  that  were  quite  ridiculous.  He  wrote  the 
Senate  an  account  of  all  he  had  done  in  Samnium, 
and  told  them  that  Vcnufia  and  the  adjacent  country 
was  a  very  proper  place  for  a  colony.  His  propofai 
was  approved,  but  the  execution  of  it  confided  to 
others,  without  any  mention  of  the  Conful.  A  co- 
lony of  twenty  thoufand  men  was  fent  thither,  a  num- 
ber which  might  appear  improbable,  if  amongll  a 
people  not  to  be  fubjeftcd,  and  always  ready  to  re- 
volt, the  Senate  had  not  judged  it  neceflfary  to  fend  a 
confiderable  number  of  citizens,  in  order  to  keep 
them  in  awe,    and  to    prevent  them   from   rebel* 

Frcinfli.  For  the  reft,  as  the  capricious  and  infolent  difpofi- 
xi.  18.  tion  of  Poftumius  had  very  much  conduced  to  render 
him  univerfally  odious  to  all  orders  of  the  ftate ;  on 
the  other  hand,  by  way  of  contraft,  it  had  not  a  little 
contributed  to  recommend  Fabius  to  their  favour. 
When  he  returned  to  Rome,  and  had  given  an  account 
of  the  fuccefs  of  his  campaigns,  a  triumph  over  the 
Samnites  called  Pcntri  was  very  willingly  granted  him. 
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Its  ♦  fineft  ornament  was  Fabius  t!ie  elder,  who  fol-  A.R.4«t* 
lowed  his  fon*s  chariot  on  horfeback,  with  a  more  fen-  ''^^i,^* 
fible  joy  to  fee  him  in  that  condition,  in  the  midft  of 
the  applaufes  and  acclamations  of  the  people,  than 
when  entering  Rome  himlclf  in  triumph  after  his  glo- 
rious victories,  he  carried  the  fame  F^ius,  whilft  an 
infant,  by  his  fide  in  his  chariot,  and  feemed  then 
forming  him  for  his  future  greatnefs.  The  Conful 
diftributed  half  the  fpoils  to  the  troops,  and  caufed 
the  reft  to  be  carried  into  the  public  treafury.  Caius 
Pontius,  general  of  the  Samnites,  who  was  led  in  this, 
triumph  with  his  hands  tied  behind  him,  was  after- 
wards executed.  He  was  a  great  Captain,  who  had 
long  made  head  againft  the  Romans,  and  had  occa- 
fioned  the  exceffive  difgrace  they  had  fuftained  at  the 
pals  of  Caudium.  He  gave  an  illuftrieus  teftimony 
of  the  difintereftednefs  of  the  Romans  of  his  age,  in 
fayingi  f  "  That  if  he  had  been  born  in  times,  when 
the  Romans  had  learnt  to  take  prefents,  he  would  have 
made  the  term  of  their  power  of  fhort  duration.** 

Poftumius,  as  much  incenfed  at  the  honours  granted  ^*^5^^ 
Fabius,  as  at  the  refufal  of  thofe  he  had  demanded  in  *^" 
vain,  feemed  to  make  it  his  bufinefs  to  ofFeAd  the 
Senate  more  and  more.     He  vented  his  rage  againft 
his  enemies  with  infult,  and  indifferently   attacking 
both  orders  of  the  State,   to  mortify  the  Senate,  he 
diftributed  all  the  fpoils  he  had  taken  amongft  tlie 
foldiers,  and  difbanded  his  army  before  it  was  poffible 
to  fend  him  a  fucceflbr.     It  js  believed  by  fome,  and  ^j^  j 
with  fufficient  probability,  that  what  we  have  related  «.  37.'  *  * 
of  Poftumius*s  triumph  againft  the  will  of  the  Senate, 
in  his  fecond  Confullhip,  Aould  be  placed  here.  How- 
ever that  were,  he  had  no  fooner  quitted  his  officfcs, 
than  two  Tribunes  cited  him  to  a  tryal  before  the  peo- 
'  pie.     Befides  the  grievances  of  which  we  have  fpoke, 

•  Idem  triumphantis  currum,  cquo  infidcns,  ftqui,  qucm  ipfe  par- 
vulum  tr'uimphis  fuis  gcftaverat,  in  maxima  voluptate  pofuit :  nee  ac- 
ccffor  gloriofsc  illius  pomp«,fed  auftor  fpcftatus  eft.  Val.  Max.  5.  7. 

t  Si  in  ea  tempora  natus  effet,  quibus  munera  acciperc  Romkni 
didiciiTent,  fe  iUos  diutius  imperare  non  fuiiTe  paiTurum.    Cxc.  de  Offic. 

8  he  . 
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^R.^i.hewas  accufed  ^*  of  having  eoipl(^e4  on  his  q^ 
^\^'  lands,  before  he  took  the  fidd,  two  thoufand  legion-' 
ary  foldiers,  forgetting  they  weire  £>]4iers,  find  not  his 
flaves,  and  that  they  were  .confided  to  his  command^ 
not  to  improve  his  lands,  but  to  acquire  new  ones  for 
tha  public/'  The.Thbunes  in  general  declared  agaanftr 
him,  and  fined  him  5oq»ooo  Afies,  which  may  be^ 
reckoned  about  twelve  hundred  and  £fcy  pounda 
fterhog. 

^J^JJ^  P.  CORKELIUS  Ruf  IKVS. 

M\  CVRIUS  DjgNTATUS* 


LiT.Bpflt.  Under  thefe  Confuls,  the  Samnites,  forced  by  the 
J{^^ J,  laying  wafte  of  their  country,  fcnt  to  afk  peace  of 
V(BUeiiiti&«<Curius,  who  permitted  them  to  fend  deputies  to  Rome. 
H*  He  alfo  obliged  the  Sabines,  who  had  taken  arms,  ta 

have  recourfe  to  the  clemency  of  the  Rpman  People. 
They  not  only  renewed  thc.ancient  treaty  ^with  them ; 
but  conferred  the  freedom  of  the  city  alfo  upon  thern^ 
though  not  with  the  right  of  fuffrage.  Curius  obtain- 
ed a  double  triumph,  after  whi^  he  retired  to  his 
^m; 

It  was  *  at  this  time,  that  the  Samnites,  who  had 
4taken  CuiiUs  for  their  patron  and  protestor,  deputed 
the  prihc^al  perfons  of  their  tiatipn  to  him,  and  ofier- 
•cd  him  cphfiderable  pr^fents,  to  induce  him  to  aflift 
«|iem  with  his  V^rqdit  in  the  Scpate,  in  order  to  their 
•obtaining  favourable  conditions  of  peace.  They  found 
him  by  the  fire  in  his  little  houfe  ip  the  country,  fit> 
ting  upon  a  ftool,  and  eatii^  his  dinner  out  of  a 
wooden  difh.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  the  feafi:  and 
equipage  fuited  each  omen    There  f  was  nothing  ad* 

^  *  M?  Crniut,  exi£tUnma  norma  Roin«iuefnagtlitati«9  idem<pie  for- 
:titiidini*peifedjffimain  fpeijiiiieny  Semiiitiuin  l^ttis  affeSd  (t  in  fcain- 
no  affidentem  foco,  atque  hgneo  catillo  caenantem  (quales  epolks  ap- 
paratus indicio  eft)  fp^andum  prsebuit,  &c.    Val.  Max.  It.  i. 

Curio  ad  focum  fcdenti  ma^om  auri  ppndus  Samnites  cum  attulif^ 
ienty  repudiati  ab  eofunt.  Non  enim  aurum  habere  pneclammfibi 
Videri  dixit,  fed  iis  qui  haberent  aurum  imperare.  Cic.  de  Sene6t.  55, 

t  Qiii  domum  intravent,  nos  potiiis  miretttTj  ^oam  fupelleftueia 
noftram.    Sen£c.  Epift.  5. 
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mirablc  in  this  faoufe,  befides  the  matter.  After  hav.  ^•♦^** 
ing  opened  the  purpofe  of  their  deputation  to  him,  ^^^ ' 
tbev  offered  him  the  gold  and  filver  which  thdr  ftate 
haa  ordered  them  to  deliver  into  his  hands.  They 
knew  Curius  very  little.  He  anfwered  them  in  oblig- 
ing terms,  but  abfolutely  refufed  their  preients  \  and 
added^with  a  greatnefs  of  foul  truly  worthy  of  aHo- 
man,  ^^  That  he  thoiight  it  gbrious,  not  to  poflefs 
gold  himfelf^  but  to  command  thofe  that  did/'  Such  . 
*  was  at  that  time  the  chara6ter  of  the  Romans.  In 
private  life,  they  carried  their  fimplicity  and  modefty 
fo  far,  as  not  to  blufh  at,  or  more  properly,  to  glory 
in  poverty :  in  public  they  fuftained  the  honour  o£ 
thoiT  offices  with  a  dignity,  and  even  loftiaefs,  that 
feeined  to  denounce  thetuture  Mafters  of  the  Univerie* 
This  great  man,  the  terror  of  the  enemies  of  his  coun* 

S,  and  the  admiration  of  his  ag(L  had  for  his  whole 
ate  a  little  farm  of  feven  acr^  or  land^  as  appears :{:; 
for  he  was  not  afraid  to  fay  in  full  aflembly,  that  a 
man  who  was  hot  contented  with  leven  acres,  was  a 
pernicious  citizen.  Would'one  venture  to  compare 
the  magnificent  palaces  of  thofe  great  Lords,  in  which 
commonly  nothing  igitet  is  to  be  feen,  hit  their jpomp 
and  vanity,  with  idie  cottage  of  Curius  ?  for  io  that 
poor  liede  habitation  may  well  be  catted  in  toy  opinion* 
Caco  went  a^ptt&ky  to  vifit  that  houie,  whsch  was  in 
the  coimtry  of  the  Sabines,  near  his  own  eftate,  and 
was  never  tired  of  contemplating  it  with  an  admira* 
don  mingled  with  refpe£^  and  a  warm  defire  to  imitato 
its  matter. 

*  Hfec  ratio  ac  magnitndo  animonim  in  ina|oribus  noftrii  fuit.  ut 
dim  in  privatis  rebut  fuifque  fumptibus  minimo  Wntehd,  teiifaiifimo 
cnlta  viverent ;  in  imperio  atque  in  publica  dignitate  omnia  ad  glo« 
riam  fblendoremque  rerocarent.  i^aeritur  toua  in  rt  d»niefliHa  9^on« 
tinentiaelautj  in  piiblica  dignitatis.  Cic.  prolPlaecoy  n.  18. 
.  t  Mnnii  ^uidemCurii,  poft  tfiuinpfabs  immmfurnqneterrafufti  ai^« 
ieftwn  imperio,  nota  ooncioeft,  **  Perhtoioliim  intmgQdmm,  c\ii 
Spptm  jueera  non  effent  iatit,';    Plin,  Nat,  iS.  a. 
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A.R.46J.         M.  Valerius  Corvinus. 

»«9-  0:-  C^DICIUS  NOCTUA, 

LW.  Epit.     Three  cities  received  colonies  ;  Caftrum,  Adria,  J 

Veil  I.I  .'^'^^^^  ^^  given  its  name  to  the  Adriatic  Sea,  and 
'' '  '**  Sena  in  the  territory  of  the  Gauls.     Other  writers  date 
the  fettling  of  thefc  colonies  later. 

Three  officers  were  now  inftituted  to  try  criminal 
affairs,  and  to  prefide  at  executions  :  They  were  call- 
ed Xriuniviri  Capitales. 

In  the  Cenfus  made  this  year,  the  citizens  amount- 
ed to  two  hundred  and  feventy-thrce  thoufand  men. 

Plin.  Hift-     Q.  Fabius  Maximus  was  chofen  Prince  of  the  Senate. 

Nat.  7.41.  His  father  Fabius  Ambuftus  had  the  fame  honour  be- 
fore, as  his  fon  Fabius  Gurges  had  after  him  :  an  ex- 
traordinary diftinftion,  and  obfcrved  by  hiftory  of  this 
illuftrious  houfe,  to  produce  three  Princes  of  the 
Senate  fucceffively  from  father  to  fon  in  this  manner. 

A;^^^  Q?  MaRCIUS  TRBMUtUS  11. 

Ant.  C  J>-  ATT 

%%%.  P.  Cornelius  Arvina  II. 

Every  thing  was  quiet  enough  at  this  time  abroad  ; 
but  violent  troubles  began  to  break  out  at  home  in 
rcfpeft  to  the  debts.  (I  (hall  treat  that  fubjeft  at  the 
end  of  this  fedUon.)  Appius  Claudius,  afterwards 
furnamedr  Caucus,  was  created  Diftator,  in  order  to 
find  fome  remddy  for  this  evil.  Thefe  troubles  ran 
higheil  the  year  following. 

Ant.^cf*         ^  Claudius  Marcellus. 
a«7«  C.  Nautius. 

'frtanih.  The  Cruelty,  and  horrible  luft  of  a  private  perfon, 
VaL  Mm.  occafioned  the  tumult  that  arofe  under  thefe  Confuls. 
6.1.  Vcturius,  fon  of  theConful  of  the  fame  name,  who 
Vricf!  *^'  ^^^  ^^^^  delivered  up  to  the  Saninites  after  the  treaty 

Xiy.  Ep. 

,,^  '^  •  It  ia  doubted  whether  it  be  this  Adria  fituate  in  Picenum,  or  ano- 
ther in  the  coiutry  of  the  Veneti,  which  gave  its  name  to  the  Adria- 
tic Sea. 
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of  the  Furcae  Caudinae,  had  been  reduced  by  poverty  ^^-^f* 
to  borrow  money  at  large  intereft,  which  he  was  not     ^l'^^  '^ 
able  to  pay  his  creditor,  C.  Plotius.     He  was  delivered 
up  to  him,  according  to  the  barbarous  cuftom  of  thofe 
times,  which  had  often  been  condemned  by  the  laws, 
but  always  mefFcdhially.     That  infamous  ufurer,  not 
'  contented  with  exacting  from  the  fon  of  a  Conful  all 
the  fervices  of  a  Qave,  was  for  doing  him  beftial  vio- 
lence.     The  young  Roman  rejefting  his  fliameful 
ibllicitations  with  horror,  was  cruelly  fcourged  with 
rods :  but  having  found  means  to  efcape  out  of  prifon, 
he  went  and  prelented  himfelf  before  the  Tribunal  of 
the  Confuls,  attended  with  a  croud  of -People,  whom 
his  fad  condition  ha  i  drawn  together  after  him.   Thq 
recent  marks  of  the  lafhes  he  had  received,  were  (till 
vifible  upon  his  back.     The  Confuls,  moved  at  fo  fad 
a  fpedtacle,  immediately  made  their  report  of  it  to 
the  Senate,   who  committed  Plodus  to  prifon,   and 
ordered  all  that  were  in  cuftody  for  debt  to  be  en- 
larged.   Something  of  the  like  nature  had  already  hap-  ^^^'  ^  •• 
pened  fome  years  before. 

The  people,  feeing  they  confined  themfclves  to  fuch 
flight  pumfhments  for  fuch  enormous  crimes,  were 
not  fatisfied,  and  murmured  loudly  againfl  the  Senate, 
for  not  going  to  the  root  of  the  evils ;  for  which  pur-  '  J 

pofe  they  were  for  having  debts  abolifhed  in  general. 
Animated  by  their  Tribunes,  they  refolved  to  do  thcm- 
felves  juftice,  quitted  the  city,  and  retired  to  mount 
Janiculum,  determined  not  to  re-enter  Rome,  till  fa- 
tisfa<%ion  was  made  them. 

M.  Valerius  Potitus.  A.R.466. 

C.  ^Lius  Patus.  ^^^^^ 

As  the  Senate  relied  little  upon  the  new  Confuls, 
recourfe  was  had  to  the  remedy  ufually  employed  in 
the  laft  extremities,  that  is  to  fay,  to  a  Diftator.  Q^  - 
Hortenfius  was  nominated.  He  was  a  man  that 
knew  how  to  foften  the  rigid  authority  of  his  office 
with  all  the  lenitives  of  a  wife  condefcenfion.     He 

Vol.  III.  E  knew. 
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A.R.466.  knew,  that  one  of  the  principal  fubjefts  of  the  People's 
"^gg^^'  difcontent  was  the  violation  of  the  law  Publilia,  pafled 
the  416th  year  of  Rome,  and  the  open  contempt  of 
their  ordinances  (Plebifcita).  Whatever  refiftance  he 
found  in  the  Senate,  he  paffed  a  new  law  to  confirm 
That  of  which  we  have  juft  fpoke,  which  was  in  fub- 
ftance,  **  That  the  whole  Commonwealth  fhould  be 
held  to  obferve  the  ordinances  paffed  in  the  aflemblies 
Liv.  1. 3.  of  the  People."  (A  law  to  the  fame  effed  had  been 
i^c^fa  twice  paffed  already,  but  always  violated,)  Though 
this  was  no  great  matter,  the  People  were  contented 
with  it,  and  returned  into  the  city,  without  having 
effefted  any  thing  for  the  prefent  in  re^eA  to  the 
debtors. 

Unity  being  thus  reftored,  the  Didrator  was  taken 
with  a.  fudden  and  violent  diforder,  occafioned,  in  all 
appearance,  by  the  exceffive  pains  and  trouble,  which 
the  reconciliation  of  the  two  orders  of  the  ftate  had 
coft  him,  and  died  in  the  exercifc  of  his  office,  a  thing 
hitherto  without  example. 

It  is  believed,  that  about  this  time  a  law  concerning 
the  fuffrages  was  alfo  paffed.  Anciently,  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  People  had  not  the  force  of  laws,  till 
they  were  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  In 
the  year  of  Rome  416,  it  was  ordained  by  the  law 
Publilia,  that  before  the  People  proceeded  to  give 
their  fuffrages,  the  Senate  Ihould  previoufly  give  their 
confent  and  ratification  to  whatever  ihould^bc  inftitut- 
ed.  It  was  manifeftly  the  non-obfcrvance  of  this  law 
that  obliged  its  being  renewed  at  this  time.  The  Tri- 
bune Maenius  propofed  and  paffed  it.  It  very  much 
augmented  the  power  of  the  People,  but  gave  a  mor- 
tal wound  to  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  wifdom  of  the  government,  and  the 
public  good. 
Liv.  Epit.  A  war  opportunely  enough  broke  out  at  this  time, 
"•  firft  with  the  Volfinians,  a  people  of  Hetruria,  which 

ferved  to  ftifle  entirely  the  remains  of  the  divifion  that 
had  difturbed  the  tranquillity  of  Rome  :    and  next 
with  the  Lucanians.     The  latter  was  occafioned  as 
8  follows. 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


VALERIUS,  ^LIUS,  Confuls.  51 

follows.  This  people,  whofe  neighbourhood  their  A.  R.  466. 
power  and  little  refpedt  for  laws  and  juftice  rendered  "Ji^  ' 
dangerous,  obliged  the  inhabitants  of  Thuriufn,  a  city 
built  out  of  the  ruins  of,,  and  very  near,  the  ancient 
Sybaris,  by  repeated  injuries  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
protc6tion  of  the  Romans.  War  was  declared  againft 
them.  It  is  conje£hired,  that  the  fuccefs  was  in  fa- 
vour of  the  petiple  of  Thurium,  bccaufc  they  ercfted 
a  ftatue  to  the  Tribune  ^lius,  who  had  induced  the 
people  to  take  their  defence  upon  thenx 


SECT.    HL 

Important  war  with  the  Gikls  tailed  Senihiis.  Murder 
of  the  Roman  amhaffhdors,  Jtrmy  of  C^cilnk  defeated 
iy  tbt  Senones.  Ruin  of  that  people.  Samnites.  con- 
quered. War  *uoitb  theTarentines :  otccjion  of  it.  Their 
infults  of  the  Roma)!s.  Romans  again  tnfulted  by  the 
Tafektinei.  Wat  declared  dgainfi  them.  They  call  in 
Pyrrbus  King  of  Epirus  to  tbetr  aid^  wbo  fends  tbem 
fome  troops.\  BefooH  after  lands  at  'Tarcntum^  baving 
frft  fvfferei  a  rude  ftorm.  He  puts  an  end  to  tbe  idle 
and  voluptuous  life  cf  the  inhabitants.  Horrid  murder 
of  all  the  cithens  cf  Rhegiutn.  Battle  between  tbi 
Conful  Levinusand  Pyrrbus.  Tbe  latter  is  vUlorious 
iy  tbe  nteatfs  of  bis  elephants.  New  troops  are  fent  to 
Levinus.  Pyrrbus-  approaches  Rome :  be  is  obliged  to 
return  directly.  Charaiier  of  that  prince.  Rome  fends 
ambajfadors  to  Pyrrbus  concerning  the  prifoners.  Infteai 
of  a  mere  exchange^  the  King  prop'fes  a  peace.  His 
private  converfation  With  Fabricius.  Feaji  given  the 
en^affadors.  They  return  to  Rome.  Pyrrbus  fends 
Cineas  tbitber,  to  treat  of  peace.  Tbe  Senate  deliberates 
upon  tbe  offers  of  Pyrrbus.  j^us  Claudius  prevents 
a  peaci  from  being  concluded.  Tbe  Senate* s  lefty  and 
noble  ar^er.    Return  of  Cineas  to  Tarentum. 

^    E  z  C.  Clau- 
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A.  R;4«7.        C.  Claudius  Canina. 

Ant.C.  M.  -ffiMILIUS  LePIDUS. 

ft  85. 

A.R.468.         ^-  Servilius  Tucca. 

Ant.C.  L.  CiECILIUS  MeTELLUS. 

184* 

'pReparations  were  making  for  an  important  war  with 
■*-  the  Senones,  a  people  of  Gaul,  fettled  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Adriatic  fea.  They  had  been  ten  years  at  peace 
with  the  Romans,  from  tlie  battle  wherein  Decius  had 
devoted  himfelf,  and  they  had  been  defeated,  except 
in  having  fufFered  the  Hetrurians  under-hand  to  raife 
troops  amongft  th^m. 

A.R.469.  •       P*  Cornelius  Dolabslla. 

Ant.  C.  Q    DOMITIUS  CaLVINUS. 

183* 

'  rcinfh.  Thcfe  two  Confuls  marched,  the  firft  figalnft  the 
12.  c.  I.  Volfiniahs,  and  the  other  into  Lucahia.  The  Gauls 
declared  themfelves  openly  tliis  year.  They  entered 
Hetruria  with  a  more  numerous  army  thm  ever,  and 
formed  the  fiege  of  Arredum.  The  inhabitants  of 
that  city  yrere  in  alliance  with  the  Romans.  They 
applied  to  them  as  againft.  a  common  enemy.  The 
name  of  the  Gauls  had  left  a  ftrong  imprellion  of  ter- 
ror in  Rome,  and  no  war, with  them  was  neglected. 
The  deputies  in  confequehce  carried  back  a  favourable 
anfwer,  and  the  affurance  of  Ipeedy  aid. 

But  the  Romans,  that  they  might  have  nothing  to 
reproach  themfelves  with,  began  by  fending  embaf- 
fadors  to  the  Gauls,  to  reprefent,  "  That  the  Arretini 
were  under  the  proteftion.  of  Rome  j  and  that  the 
Gauls  being  engaged  in  a  treaty  with  the  Roman  peo- 
ple, jufldce  required,  that  they  fhould  not  employ  their 
troops  againft  the  friends  and  allies  of  Rome."  Whifft 
the  embafladors  were  going  about  to  the  towns  of  the 
Senones,  one  Britomaris  of  the  royal  family,  an  hot 
and  violent  young  prince,  whofe  father  aiding  the  He- 
trurians had  been  killed  in  a^  battle  by  the  Romans, 
prompted  by  an  mordinatQ  defire  of  revenge,  flopped 
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the  embafladors,  killed  them,  and  cut  their  bodies  in  A.R.4«9 
pieces,  and  havins  even  torn  their  ornaments  and  the  ^^%\,  ' 
marks  of  their  dignity  to  rags,  he  fcattered  both  a- 
bout  the  country.     This  was  a  terrible  declaration  of 
war. 

It  had  not  been  thought  proper  at  firft  to  recal  the 

Confuls  from  their  provinces,  and  Metellus,  Conful 

the  year  before,  and  now  Praetor,  had  been  charged 

with  the  command  of  the  aid  fent  the  Arretini.     But 

when  the  news  of  the  bjirbarous  treatment  of  the  em- 

bafladors  by  the  Gauls,   arrived  in  the  city  on  one 

fide,  and  in  the  Conful  Dolabella's  camp  on  the  other, 

every  body  was  feized  with  a  kind  of  fury.  Dolabella, 

leaving  the  Hetrurians,  advanced  by  long  marches 

with  his  army,  crofs  the  countries  of  the  Sabines  and 

Picenum,  towards  the  frontiers  of  the  Senones.    The 

latter,  who  did  not  expe£fc  that  irruption,  and  had 

not  aiiembled  all  their  troops,   making  head  againi^ 

Dolabella  with  a  fmall  numbn^r,  and  in  diforder,  were 

fbon  defeated  and  cut  to  pieces.     The  Conful  did  not 

give  them  time  to  look  about  them.    He  burnt  the 

towns,  deftroyed  the  houfes,  ravaged  the  lands,  put 

dl  to  the  iword  who  were  of  age  to  bear  arms,  carried 

off  the  womei},  children,  and  old  men,  and  reduced 

almoft  the  whole  country  to  a  frightful  folitude.  Bri* 

tomaris  did  not  efcape  the  juft  vengeance  due  to  his 

barbarous  cruelty.     He  was  made  to  fufFer  a  thoufand 

tortures,  previoufly  to  his  being  led  in  triumph,  after 

which  he  was  put  to  death. 

The  fortune  of  arms  was  very  different  before  Arre- 
riuni.  The  Praetor  Cascilius  having  given  the  Senones 
and  HetruriaQS  battle,  his  army  was  cut  in  pieces,  • 
himfelf  left  upon  the  fpot  with  feven  Itgionary  Tri- 
bunes, and  abundance  of  other  brave  officers  :  i^bove 
thirteen  thoufand  men  were  loft  in  this  aftion, 

This  viftory,  as  confiderable  as  it  was,  did  not  ^ron^ 
fole  the  (Sauls  f6r  the  ruin  and  defolation  of  their 
country,  which  was  almoft  reduced  into  a  defert  by 
the  irruption  of  the  Romans.  Tranfported  with  rage 
juid  fury,  after  having  drawn  together  all  their  troops 
£  2  difperfed 
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A.R.4^9difperfcd  in  Hctruria,  they  fet  out  furioufly  to  bcficgc 
^%l\?'  Ron^e»  ^^  hopes  of  furprizing,  and  treating  it  as  their 
anceftors  had  formerly  done,  ivhcn  they  marched  a- 
gainft  it  from  Clufium,  a  city  of  Hetruria  a$  well  as 
Arretium.  Happily  for  Rome,  as  they  were  to  pafs 
through  none  but  countries  of  the  enemy,  the  obftacles 
they  met  with  ftopped  the  rapidity  of  their  progrcls 
confiderably,  and  ^ave  the  Romans  time  to  take  the 
fieceffairy  meafures  for  giving  them  a  good  reception. 

But  they  did  not  go  fo  far  as  Rome.  They  nfiet  the 
Conful  Domitius  on  their  rpute,  gave  him  battle,  and 
were  entirely  defeated.  Thofe  who  efcaped  the  flau^h* 
;er,  in  their  fury  and  grief  turned  their  arms  againft 
each  other,  and  fell  by  their  own  hands.  Thus  was 
the  impious  and  barbarous  murder  of  the  Roman  cm- 
badadors  avenged  by  the  total  ruin  and  extirpation  of 
a  people  not  long  before  fo  numerous  and  powerful. 
As  to  the  fad  remains  of  the  Senones,  who  had  retired 
in  no  great  number  into  the  country  of  the  Boii  their 
neighbours,  and  Gauls  alfo,  this  fame  year  they  were 
cut  to  pieces  by  the  Conful  Dolabella  in  a  battle  fought 
near  the  lake  of  Vadimon  againft  the  Boii  and  Hetru- 
rians,  whom  the  Senones  had  engaged  to  take  arms 
in  their  quarrel.  Thofe  people,  that  is  to  fay,  the  Boii 
and  Hctrurians,  were  again  defeated  the  year  fol- 
lowing. 

It  feems  probable  enough,  that  about  this  time  the 
Romans  became  matters  ot  the  whole  country  formerly 
poffeffed  by  the  Senones,  and  that  nation  being  almoft 
entirely  extirpated  in  that  part  of  Italy,  that  a  colony- 
was  fettled  at  Sena,  a  city  of  the  Gauls,  otherwife 
called  Senogallia. 

A. p. 470.  Q:  -ffiMlLIUS. 

^fc-  C.  Fabricius. 

Vai  Max.      The  Samnites,   iupported  by  the  Lucanians  and 

1. 1.  c.  8.  Bruttians,  began  the  war  again.    They  were  entirely 

defeated  in  a  battle,  wherein  the  Romans  be^eve^ 

that  the  God  Mars  affifted  diem  in  perfi>n.    Twenty 

thoufand 
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thoulknd  of  the  enemy  were  killed   in  it,  and  five  A.  R.  47o« 
thoufand  taken,  with  the  general,  and  twenty  enfigns.     ^^zi?' 

The   inhabitants  of  Tarentum  had  not  declared  Liv.  Epit. 
themfelves  openly  hitherto  againft  the  Romans,  tho*  J.|^^  j  ^ 
they  faw  their  power  perpetually  augmenting,  and  ex-  c.  18.   '* 
tending  itfelf  as  far  as  them,  with  abundance  of  fear  Zonar, 
and  anxiety.     They  contented  themfelves  with  aiding 
their  enemies  underhand,  by  permitting  them  to  raife 
troops  in  their  territory,  which  they  would  not  fee. 

Tarentum  was  a  Greek  colony,  founded  anciently 
by  the  Lacedaemonians,  and  was  confidered  as  the 
principal  city  of  Calabria,  Apulia,  and  Lucania.  It 
was  lituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  gulph  which  bears 
its  name,  exercifed  commerce  in  all  the  neighbour- 
iog  feas,  and  had  a  free  trade  with  Iftria,  lUyria,  £pi- 
rus,  Achaia,  Africa,  and  Sicily.  It  had  ama0ed  in- 
finite riches,  which  were  the  fource,  as  is  ufual,  of 
incredible  luxury,  voluptuoufnefs,  and  depravity  of 
manners.  A  very  judicious  writer,  of  great  authority,  strab.l.  6. 
fays,  that  there  were  more  felHvals,  folemn  games,  and  p.  aSo. 
public  feafts,  in  this  city  than  days,  in  the  year.  Its 
buildings  were  of  extraordinary  magnificencey  efpeci- 
ally  a  vaft  theatre,  fituated  near  the  port,  and  facing 
the  fea.  This  theatre  occafioned  in  fome  meafure  the 
ruin  of  the  power  of  Tarentum,  by  an  accident  which 
gave  birth  to  the  war  with  the  Romans. 

The  Tarentines  were  celebrating  games  in  this  great  Appian. 
theatre,  when  L.  Valerius,  who  commanded  the^  Ro-  a|:>udFuiv. 
man  fleet  (puunroir  navalis)  appeared  with  ten  veflelsj 
and  was  preparing  to  enter  the  port.     Fhilocharis,  a 
man  of  great  power  in  the  city,   but  fo  depraved  in 
his  manners,  that  the  firname  of  Thais  the   famous 
courtezan  had  been  given  him,  diftinguiflied  himfelf 
on  this  occafion.     Pretending  I  know  not  what  treaty, 
by  which  the  Romans  were  prohibited  failing  beyond     * 
the  Lacinian  promontory,  he  cried  out,  *'  It  is  necef- 
**  fary  to  oppofe  with  vigour,  and  to  humble  the  in- 
•*  foknt  pride  of  thefe  Barbarians."     The  multitude^ 
always  feafting,  always  drunk,  and  incapable  of  any 
cooLdeliberation,  applauded  this  diicourie,  and  «£i:ed 
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A.  R.  479.  in  conformity  to  it.  Veflels  were  immediatly  put  to 
■^sif*  fea.  The  Romans,  who  cxpcacd  nothing  Icfs  than 
a  battle,  fled.  Five  of  their  galleys  efcaped  the  pur- 
fuitof  the  Tarentines;  the  other  five,  furrounded  on 
all  fides,  were  driven  into  the  port.  Four  of  thole 
galleys,  with  Valerius  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  were 
Aink,  and  the  fifth  taken.  All  who  were  capable  of 
bearing  arms  were  put  to  the  fword,  and  the  reft  fold 
for  flavcs. 

In  the  fame  furious  difpofition,  they  advanced  a- 
gainft  ^e  inhabitants  of  Thurii,  accufing  them  of 
having  called  in  the  Romans,  and  imputing  to  them 
as  a  treafon  to  the  ftate,  **  That  being  Greeks  by 
origin,  they  had  chofe  rather  to  call  in  a  barbarous 
nation  to  their  aid,  than  the  Tarentines,  to  whom 
they  were  attached  by  the  proximity  of  country  as 
well  as  blood."  The  city  was  taken  and  plundered  ; 
the  principal  inhabitants  were  baniflied ;  and  the  Ro- 
man garrifon  had  their  lives  faved,  and  were  difinifled 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation. 

When  this  news  was  brought  to  Rome,  though  the 
indignation  of  the  People  was  proportioned  to  me  in-* 
fult  they  had  received,  however,  to  do  nothing  pre- 
cipitately, and  not  to  eng^  imprudently  in  a  new 
war,  it  was  thought  proper  to  lend  embafladors  to 
carry  the  complaints  of  the  Commonwealth  to  the 
Tarentmes,  and  to  demand,    **  That  the  prifoners 
fiiould  be  reftored ;  that  what  had  been  taken  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Thurii,  or  at  leaft  an  equivalent,  ac* 
cording  to  a  juft  eftimate,  fhould  be  reftored  to  them  ; 
that  the  exiles  fhould  be  recalled ;  and  that  the  au- 
thors of  all  thefe  troubles  fhould  be  delivered  dp  to 
the  Romans."    Tjie  Tarentines,   according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  Greeks,  ufed  to  hold  their  affcmbly  in 
*     the  theatre.    The  embafliadors  found  it  very  difficult 
to  gain  admittance  into  it.     When  they  entered,  thcy» 
found  almoft  the  whole  multitude  in  a  foolifh  kind  of 
merriment,  the  effed  of  wine  and  debauch :  for  it 
was  an  holiday  and  a  day  of  feafline.     As  fbon  as 
Poftvfmius,  the  principal  embafTador,  began  to  fpeak. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


/EMILIUS,  MARCIU5,  Confuls.  57 

the  whole  aflembly  fell  into  an  indecent  laughter,  and  A.  R.  470, 
would  fcarcc  vouchfafc  him  the  hearing.  If  any  ex-  ^°j"J^' 
preflion,  that  was  not  pure  Greek,  happened  to  ef-  ** 
cape  him,  which  ought  to  have  been  no  wonder  from 
a  ftranger,  new  horfe-Iaughs  were  heard  on  all  fides  : 
he  was  treated  as  an  ignorant  Barbarian  :  in  fliort,  they 
carried  their  infolence  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  without 
any  regard  to  the  law  of  nations,  they  drove  the  am- 
bafladors  out  of  the  theatre  with  ignominy.  Their 
phrenzy  did  not  ftop  here.  As  the  Romans  were 
retinng  through  a  great  croud  of  the  populace,  who 
had  ailembled  at  the  gates  of  the  Theatre,  a  come- 
dian or  buffoon,  called  Philonides  (for  his  name  is 
prefcrved  as  a  man  of  importance,  whilft  thofe  of 
the  principal  perfons  of  Tarentum  are  not  known) 
commg  up  to  them,  had  the  inlblence  to  urine  upon 
their  robes,  which  the  whole  Theatre  applauded* 
"  You  may  laugh  now,"  cried  Poftumius;  "  but 
**  your  mirth  fhall  foon  be  changed  into  forrow,  and 
"  the  fpots  in  our  garments  waftied  out  in  your  blood/* 
Without  any  other  anfwer  they  returned  to  Rome^ 
where  they  found  the  new  Confuls  already  entered 
upon  office. 

L.  ^MiLius  Barbula.  .  „ 

Q.  Marcius  Philippus.  Ant,  C. 

Upon  the  report  made  firft  in  the  Senate,  and  ^-Ynlnih. 
terwards  before  the  People,  of  the  injurious  treat- ii.io«-i^. 
meat  of  the  Roman  ambaflfadors  by  the  Tarentines, 
war  was  declared  s^ainft  them,  and  orders  were  given 
the  Conful  ^milius,  who  had  already  fet  out  for 
Samnium,  to  poftpone  all  other  affairs,  and  march 
againft  the  Tarentines ;  and,  if  they  did  not  make 
immediate  and  entire  fatisfaAion,  to  attack  them  with 
the  utmoft  vigour.  Tarentum  then  began  to  open  its 
eyes,  like  one  after  long  drunkennefs,  and  deep  deep. 
The  enemy  was  advancing  with  a  numerous  army  of 
good  troops.  It  was  therefore  necefiary  to  declare 
tliemfelves,  smd  come  to  an  immediate  refolution :  that 
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A.R.471.  is  to  fay,  either  to  determine  upon  a  war  with  a  power-  - 
^^Si^  ful  and  exafperated  enemy,  in  which  they  faw.  great 
inconveniences,  and  the  more  becaufe  they  had  made 
no  manner  of  preparations  for  it ;  or  oome  into  the 
tatisfaftion  required,  which  would  be  extremely  fliame- 
ful  and  mortifying.  They  deliberated  and  wavered  a^ 
great  while  between  thefe  two  points,  for  there  was 
no  medium  to  chdofe,  without  being  able  to  refolvc 
on  either,  becaufe  they  found  unfurmountable  diffi- 
culties in  both.  At  laft,  one  of  the  aflembly  riflng 
up,  rcprefentcd,  "  That  they  were  much  in  the 
wrong  to  lofe  time  in  vain  deliberations,  without  con- 
cluding any  thing.  That  it  was  clear,  unlefs  people 
were  wilfully  blind,  and  had  renounced  all  fenfc  of 
honour,  that  the  peace,  as  propofed  by  the  Romans, 
pught  to  be  confidered  as  a  Ihameful  flavery,  to  which 
death  itfelf  was  preferable.  That  confequently  there 
was  but  one  choicf  to  make,  which  was  war.  That 
it  muft  indeed  be  confeflcd,  that  they  wanted  a  gene- 
ral to  oppofe  againfl  fuch  enemies  as  the  Romans,  and 
to  conduft  an  enterprize  of  fuch  importance,  without 
which  they  could  not  promife  themfelves  good  fuc- 
cefs  :  but  that  the  thing  was  not  without  a  remedy. 
Plut.  in  That  it  was  neceflary  to  feek  that  abroad,  which  they 
Pyrrho,p.  ^^^  j^q^  ^t  home.  That  their  anceftors  on  like  occa- 
fions  had  called  in  at  different  times  from  Peloponne- 
fus  and  Sicily  the  aid  of  Archidamus  the  fon  of  Agc- 
filaus,  Cleonymus,  Agathocles,  and  laft  of  all,  of 
Alexander  of  Epinis.  That  this  latter  country  feemed 
to  offer  them  fuch  a  general  as  they  might  defire,  in 
the  perfon  of  Pyrrhus,  a  very  powerful,  valiant  and 
warlike  prince,  and  one  who  was  always  ready  to  a£- 
fift  fuch  as  had  recourfe  to  him.  That  he  would  be 
the  more  inclined  to  comply,  as  it  was  not  long  fincc 
themfelves  had  aided  him  with  a  confiderable  fleet 
againft  the  Corcyreans.**  This  advice  pleafed  the  af- 
icmbly  extremely.  '  There  was  i»  tte  city  a  man  of 
fine  wit  and  great  fenfe,  called  Meton,  Upon  the 
rumour  of  what  pafled  in  the  Theatre,  he  came  thi- 
ther with  a  crown^  of  flowers  carekfly  put  together  on 
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his  heady  wd  a  torch  in  his  hand,  attended  by  a  female  A.  R.  471- 
minftrel.  The  Tarentines  immediately  began  fome  ^j',.^* 
to  clap  their  hands,  and  others  to  laugh  heartily^ 
They  ordered  the  She-mufician  to  play,  and  bade  Me-* 
ton  come  into  the  midft  of  the  aflembly,  and  give 
them  a  ibng.  The  genius  of  a  nation  may  be  feen  in 
a  (ingle  circumftapce  of  this  kind,  ^s  foon  as  filencc 
was  made,  Meton,  inftcad  of  fuiging,  fpoke  thus  with 
a  loud  voice ;  "  Men  of  Tarentum,  you  are  much  in 
^'  the  right  not  to  hinder  fuch  as  are  willing  to  be  merry, 
^^  and  go  about  in  mafquerade,  whilft  it  is  in  their 
«  power.  And  you  yourfelves,  if  you  are  wife,  will 
"  make  merry  alfo,  and  enjoy  a  liberty  whilft  you 
«  may,  which  will  be  of  fliort  duration.  For  I  givo 
**  you  notice,  that  as  foon  as  Pyrrhus  arrives  here, 
"  you  will  have  quite  different  affairs  upon  your  hands. 
•*  ypu  muft  alter  your  manners,  mend  your  conduft» 
"  and  refolve  to  lead  a  new  kind  of  life.'*  Thofe 
who  were  afraid  of  being  delivered  up  to  the  Romans, 
if  a  peace  were  concluded,  ohfervii^  that  this  dif^ 
cour^  made  impreilion  upon  the  peopk,  fell  in  a  body 
upon  Meton,  and  drove  him  out  of  the  ailembly.  The 
decree  paiTed.  It  was  \inanimoufly  refolved  to  call  in 
Pyrrhus,  and  immediately  ambaflador^  were  appointed 
to  propofe  the  affair  to  him  in  the  nam^  of  the  Ta- 
rentines,, and  feveral  other  ftates  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. 

Pyrrhus,  king  gf  Epirus,  was  of  all  the  princes  of 
his  time  the  greateft  Captain,  and  the  boldeft  in  form- 
ipg  e^iterprizes.  He  might  have  lived  happy  and 
quiet  in  his  own  ^QfDifiians  :  but  the  warmth  and  im- 
petuofity  of  his  genius,  and  an  ambition  always  reft- 
lefs  and  craving,  could  not  bear  inadkion  and  repofe, 
dfii^  required  to  be  always  in  motion  themfelves,  and 
in  confequence  to  keep  others  fo.  The  amba0ador$ 
fent  not  only  from  the  Tarentines,  but  from  all  the 
Greeks  of  Itaiy,  aJCrived  i»  Epirus  with  magnificent 
piefenfs  for  Pyrrhw.  THey  had  orders  to  tell  bim, 
that  they  wanted  onJy  ^  lleader  of  wiftjom,  experir 
^c^  and  cepi}t$|j$Hi :  that  they  had  fufficient  num- 
bers 
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A.R.47xbers  of  good  troops,  and  that  the  forces  alone  of  thf 
^%Zi?'  L^^canians,     Mcffapians,    Samnites  and  Tarentines, 
when  drawn  together,  conipofed   an  army  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  foot,  and  twennr  thoufand 
horfe.     It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  much  luch  a  pro- 
pofal  pleafed  Pyrrjius ;  who  already  promifed  himfelf 
the  conqueft  of  the  whole  country  he  was  called  in  to 
aid.     But  the  better  to  conceal  his  ambitious  defigns, 
he  made  ufe  of  artifice  and  difffmulation.     Having 
received  the  ambafladors  with  great  honour,  he  heard 
their  propofal  with  coldnefs ;  he  infifted  ftrongly  upon 
the  inconveniencies  he  fhould  be  expoied  to  in  quit- 
ting his  dominions,  and  exprefled  his  grief  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  repay  his  friends  and  allies  the 
Tarentines  a  fervice  he  had  not  long  before  received 
frorh  them.     This  anfwer  put  the  ambaflfadors  into  a 
conftcrhation.     They  redoubled  their  inftances,  and 
preffed  him  ftill  more  warmly  than  they  had  done  be- 
fore.   He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and 
concluded  the  treaty,  but  infifted  upon  a  condition 
to  be  infcrted  amongft  the  reft,  that  he  fhould  be  de- 
tained in  Italy  for  as  Ihort  a  time  as  poflible.     The 
Epirots  readily  came  into  this  new  projcft  of  their 
prince,  and  conceived  a  warm  defire,  and  vicrfent  paf- 
fion  for  this  war. 
cic.  de         If  ^he  poet  Ennius  may  be  believed,  Pyrrhus,  be- 
divin.  II.  fore  he  engaged  in  the  war  with  the  Romans,  con- 
''^*         fulted  the  oracle  of  Delphi,  to  know  the  fuccefs  of  it. 
He  was  deceived  by  the  ambiguity  of  the  aqfwer, 
which  equally  fignified  that  Pyrrhus  could  conquer 
the  Romans,  and  the  Romans  Pyrrhus. 

jiiote^  jEaciday  Romanes  vincere  poffe. 

Cicero  proves  clearly  enough  that  this  anfwer  is  an 
invention;  and  adds,  that  in  his  time  the  oracle  of 
Delphi  was  fallen  into  fupreme  contempt. 

During  this  interval  the  Roman  Conful  arrived. 
As  the  Tarentines  made  no  overtures  of  peace  to  him, 
and  he  knew  on  the  contrary,  that  they  had  fent  an 
embafly  to  Pyrrhus,  he  began  by  ravaging  their  coun<- 
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try,  took  fcveral  places  from  them,  and  fpread  tciyor  ^R-47t» 
oa  all  fides.     Troops  were  fent  from  Tarentum  to  op-     "gj^' 
poie  the  enterprizes  of  the  Romans.     They  were  ie- 
veral  times  beaten,  and  repulfed  with  lofs  into  the 
city.     The  ravaging  of  the  lands  was  begun  again. 
Every  thing  was  put  to  fire  and  fword,  and  the  houfes 
confumed  by  the  flames  were  feen  fmoaking  on  all 
fides  in  the  country.     The  defolationof  Tarentum 
was  exceflive,  and  as  the  multitude  are  no  lefs  abjed: 
and   timorous  in  adverficy,  than  domineering  and  in- 
folent  in  profperity,  they  gave  the  command  to  Agis, 
who  had  always  been  for  accommodating  with  the 
Romans.     Some  of  the  principal  perfons  of  Taren- 
tum, who  had  been  taken  prifoners,  and  fet  at  liberty 
by  the  Conful,  related  the  great  goodneis  with  whicn 
the  Romans  had  treated  themfelves  and  the  refl  of  the 
pnibners,  which  augmented  the  defire  and  hope  the 
people  had  of  obtaiiimK  a  favourable  peace  from  them ; 
and  the  whole  city  inclined  to  that  way  of  thinking. 

The  arrival  of  Cineas  made   all  thefe  thoughts  Hut.  p^ 
of  peace  and  accommodation  vaniih.     He  was  the^''* 
confident,  counfellor,  and  prime  miniftcr  of  Pyrrhus^ 
and  who  before  this  expedition  had  the  famous  con- , 
veriation  with  him  known  jO  every  body,  upon  the 
happineis  and  tranquillity  he  might  enjoy  in  his  own 
dominions.     I  have  repeated  it  elfewhere.     Pyrrhus,  Anc.  Hlft* 
in  coniequenct  of  the  treaty  which  he  had  lately  con- 
cluded, lent  him  to  the  Tarentines  with  three  thou- 
fand  foot.     As  foon  as  he  arrived,  the  command  was 
taken  from  Agis,  and  given  to  one  of  thofe  who  had 
been  fent  ambaflfadors  to  Pyrrhus. 

Some  fmall  time  after,  the  King  fent  Milo  to  Taren- 
tum, who  put  a  goodgarrifon  into  the  citadel,  and  ofFer-^ 
ed  to  take  upon  him  the  guarding  of  the  walls,  which 
the  multitude  accepted  with  great  joy,  charmed  to  be 
cafcd  of  all  care  and  trouble  by  ftrangers.  -  It  wa?  de- 
creed, that  the  foldiers  (hould  have  great  pay,  aod 
that  the  King  fliould  be  fupplied  with  aU  the  money 
he  Ihould  have  occafion  for. 

The 
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A.R.47«.  JThe  Conful  having  received  advice  of  the  arrival 
^^%t?'  ^  ^^^  troops  from  beyond  fea,  cortccived  thoughts  of 
marching  his  army  into  Lucania,  in  oVder  to  fettle 
them  in  wiriter*quaftcrs  there.  There  was  but  one 
way  thither,  and  that  very  narrow,  with  the  fea  on 
one  fide,  and  fteep  impaflable  rocks  bn  the  other. 
I'he  Tarentines  informed  of  his  defign,  had  fent  fhips 
to  the  coaft  of  the  fea,  full  of  baliftas,  fcorpions,  and 
other  machines  of  war,  by  the  itleahs  of  whicft  they 
poured  a  fhower  of  ftones  and  darts  upon  the  foldiers 
as  they  pafled,  without  its  befaig  poflible  for  them  to 
avoid  them.  The  Conful  had  but  one  remedy  for 
^  this  unhappy  inconvenience :  this  was  to  placei  the 

prifoners  he  had  with  him,  who  were  before  ia  the 
rear,  upon  the  fiank  of  his  afrtly  tbWards  the  fea.'  The 
Tarentines,  not  to  deftroy  their  countrymen  with  the 
enemy,  ceafed  difcharging  their  mfachines,  and  re- 
tired- This  is  almoft  every  thing  that  paffed  in  the 
territofy  of  Tarentum, 

At  Rome  great  care  was  takert  in  levying  the  troops 
for  the  following  year,  when  the  Commonwealth  was 
to  have  feveral  armies  on  foot ;  and  in  order  to  that, 
they  began  now  for  the  firft  time,  to  lift  fuch  of  the 
citizens,  as  compofing  the  laft  century,  and  having  no 
income,  were  exempt  from  bearing  arms :  thefe  were 
called  Proletarii.  But  all  thefe  precautions  would  not 
have  preferved  Rome  from  the  misfortunes  with  which 
ir  was  threatened,  if  Providence  had  not  referved 
great  men  for  thefe  times,  and  it  may  perhaps  be 
wid,  the  greatcft  that  Rome  ever  produced,  Curius, 
Fabricius,  Coruncanius :  great,  not  by  the  fplendor 
of  birth,  riches  or  pomp,  but  their  abilities  in  mili- 
tary aflFairs,  and  ftill  more  by  their  probity,  of  proof 
againft  afl  things.  And  indeed,  againft  a  prince,  who 
equally  knew  how  to  employ  fted  for  conquering,  and 
gold  for  corrupting,  his  enemies,  men  of  invincible 
valour  were  neceffary,  and  fuch  as  carried  their  difin- 
tereftednefs  as  high  as  the  contempt  of  riches,  and 
even  the  love  of  poverty* 

Taren^ 
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Tarcntum  was  not  idle  on  its  fide.  It  fent  a  great  A.  1^.471. 
number  of  flat-bottomed  veffels,  galleys,  and  all  forts  ^"J*,^* 
of  tranfports  to  Epirus;  Pyrrhus  embarked  twenty 
elephants,  three  thoufand  horfe,  twenty  thoufand 
heavy-armed  foot,  two  thoufand  archers,  and  five 
hundred  Dingers  on  board  of  them.  He  did  not  (lay 
for  thr  fpring  to  fct  out.  When  all  was  ready  he 
failed.  He  was  fcarce  out  at  fea,  when  a  dreadful 
ftorm  arofe,  which  difperfed  his  fleet,  and  cruelly 
tofled  the  Ihip  he  was  on  board  of.  At  length,  after 
having  been  violently  driven  by  the  tempeft  during 
almoft  the  whole  night,  the  wind  being  much  abated, 
he  arrived  the  next  morning  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mef- 
&pians  •,  who  flew  to  give  him  all  the  aid  in  their 
power.  They  went  alfo  in  quefl:  of  fomc  of  his  fhips, 
diat  had  weathered  the  ftorm,  and  in  which  there  were 
only  a  fmall  number  of  horfe,  and  two  thoufand  foot; 
with  two  elephants.  Pyrrhus  having  drawn  them  up 
in  one  body,  marched  with  them  towards  Taren- 
tum. 

As  foon  as  Cineas  was,  apprized  of  his  arrival?  hi 
fct  out  with  his  troops  to  meet  him.  Pyrrhus,  on  ar- 
riving in  Tarentum,  was  ftrangely  furprized  to  find 
the  inhabitants  folely  intent  upon  thdr  pJeafures,"  to 
which  it  was  their  cuftom  to  abandon  rhemfelves  with- 
out referve  or  interruption.  They  expeded,  that 
whilft  he  was  fighting  for  them,  they  fhould  continue 
quiet  in  their  houfes,  employing  themfelves  only  in 
their  baths,  ufing  the  molt  exquifite  perfumes,  feaft- 
ing,  and  diverting  themfelves.  Pyrrhus  concealed 
his  thoughts  for  fome-  time,  and  though  the  people 
had  decreed  him  the  fupremc  authority,  he  would  not 
do  any  thing  at  fiift  by  force,  and  contrary  to  the  will 
of  the  Tarentines,  till  he  had  news  that  his  Ihips  were 
fafe,  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  army  had  rejoined 
him.  Finding  himfelf  then  in  a  condition  to  make 
himfelf  be  obeyed,  he  fpoke  and  afted  like  maften 
He  deprived  them  of  their  feafb,  their  Ihews,  and 
their  affcmblies  of  news*mongers.  .He  made  them 
take  arms,  and  directed  thofc,  who  were  appointed  to 
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A. R. 471. make  the  levies,   ♦to  chufe  tall   well-proportioned 
»8i.     ^^^  »  ^^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^*  ^^  would  take  it  upon  himfelf 
to  make  them  foldiers*     He  incorporated  theni  into 
his  own  troops,  to  deprive  them  of  the  opportunities 
of  caballing  with  each  other,  as  they  would  have  done 
if  united  together,  and  to  form  them  in  the  fame  ex- 
crcifes*    At  mufters  and  reviews  he  was  fevere  and 
inexorable  to  all  fuch  as  were  defeAive  in  the  leaft : 
fo  that  there  were  many,  who  not  being  accuftomed 
to  fo  exaft  a  difcipline,  quitted  the  city,  believing  it 
a  condition  of  infupponable  flavery,  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  live  in  voluptuoufnefs. 
Q^nt1.6.     The  whole  city  refounded  with  bitter  complaints 
^'  ^'        againft  Pyrrhus.     In  company  and  at  meals  nothing 
was  talked  of  but  the  tyrannical  rigour  of  that  prince. 
f  Some  young  Tarentines,  in  the  heat  and  liberty  of 
wine,  having  fpoke  freely  all  that  they  thought  of 
Pyrrhus,  and  die  next  day  being  informed  aeainit, 
and  obliged  to  give  an  account  to  Pyrrhus  himfelf  of 
their  converfation,  which  they  could  neither  deny  nor 
excufe,    efcaped  by  a  pleafantry,  which  came  very 
opportunely  into  their  heads.     One  of  them  taking 
upon  himfelf  to  fpeak  :  "  Really,  my  Lord,*'  faid  he, 
*^  if  our  bottle  had  not  failed  us,  we  {hould  have 
*'  done  much  worfe ;  we  fhould  certainly  have  killed 
«*  you." 
Di*  Bs  An  event  happened  at  the  time  of  which  we  arc 

^|j^**P«<^lpeaking,  that  might  have  rendered  the  Romans  ex- 
tremely odious,  though  they  had  no  (hare  in  it.  The 
inhabitants  of  Rhegium,  a  Greek  city  fituated  at  the 
extremity  of  Italy  facing  Sicily,  from  which  it  is  fc- 
parated  only  by  the  ftrait,  terrified  by  the  neighbour- 
hood of  fo  powerful  a  Prince  as  Pyrrhus,  and  by  the 

*  Grande8  eligerent,  fe  eot  fortes  redditunim.  Fron.  Stntag.  6.  x« 
t  Exemplo  funt  javenes  Tarentini  qui  inulta  de  Pyrrho  nge  iecu- 
rius  inter  ccenam  locuti,  cum  rationem  h^i  repofcerentur,  Sc  neque 
negari  ret  neque  defend!  potfet,  ri(u  funt  2:  opportune  joco  e^apfi. 
l^vnque  vnuf  ex  iis  x  '<  Imo/^  inquit,  '<  nifi  lagcua  def^ciflet  ocddif- 
**  femus  te.^    Eaqne  urbanitate  tota  eft  invidia  criminis  diflbluta. 

QUIHCT. 

Tarn  urbana  excu&tiOy  tamqne  (implex  veritatis  confeffio  iram  re- 
1^  coavcr^t  in  rifipa«    Ya^.  Max.  5.  i, 
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Carthaginian  fleets,  which  cruized  in.thofe  feas,  hadA.R,^.7i- 
•applied  to  the  Romans.  The  latter  had  fent  them  ''^Jif'-* 
four  thoufand  men,  drawn  out  of  the  colonies  which 
the  Romans  had  fettled  in  Campania,  under  .the  com- 
mand  of  Decius  Jubellius,  a  legionary  Tribune.  This 
garrifon  ibon  aiTumed  the  manners  o(  the  inhabitants, 
who,  like  all  the  reft  of  the  cities  of  that  country^ 
were  abandoned  to  pleafures  and  luxury.  They  alfo 
conceived  the  defign  of  taking  their  place,  and  of 
feizing  their  city,  with  all  they  poflcffed  i  a  cruel  fcheme, 
which  thofe  perfidious  wretches  executed  in  a  ftill 
more  barbarous  manner,  by  putting  all  the  citizens 
to  the  fword,  of  whom  they  had  invited  the  principal 
to  entertainments,  and  afterwards  obliging  the  wive^ 
and  daughters  to  marry  the  murderers  of  their  hufbandsi 
and  fathers.  So  enormous  a  crime  did  not  remain  un- 
punifhed,  as  we  fliall  fee  in  the  fequel.  The  impor-» 
tant  wars  which  the  Romans  had  upon  their  hands,  uq-> 
doubtedly  prevented  them  from  taking  immediate 
vengeance  of  it.  That  care  wholly  engrofled  them* 
To  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  in  them,  they  elect- 
ed two  Confuls,  both  of  great  reputation, 

P.  Valerius  L^ViNus.  A.R.4.7n 

TlBERfUS  CORUNCANIUS^      -  ^o*^* ' 

In  the  divifion  of  the  provinces  between  the  Con- 
fuls, the  war  againft  Pyrrhus  and  the  Tarentlhes  fell 
to  Levinus,  and  Hetruria  to  Coruncapius. 

Levinus  fet  out  withoyt  lofs  ,of  time,  and  marched  Zdnaras. 
in  queft  of  the  enemy.     Pyrfhus  was  foon  informed  P*"^*  P* 
that  the  Conful  was  in  Lucania,  where  he  burned  and  *^**  *^^* 
jdeftroyed  every  tjiing.     Though  he  had  not  y^t  re- 
ceived the  fuccours  from  the  allies,  as  he  believed  it 
very  (hameful  tq  fuffer.tlic  enemy- to  approach  nearer, 
and  to  ruin  the  country  almoft  in  his  fight,  he  took 
the  field  with  the  few  troops  he  had.    fiut  he  ient  art 
herald  before  liim  to  the  Romans,  to  aik  them  whe- 
ther they  would  not  agree,  before  the  war  began,  to 
terminate  their  differences  with  the  Greeks  of  Italy, 
-    Vol.  111.  F  -by 
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^^*  ^*-  by  making  him  the  judge  aod  arbiter  of  them.     The 

i8o.     Conful  Lcvinus  anfwcrcd  the  herald,  "  That  the  Rch 

"  mans  would  neither  take  Pyrrhus  for  an  arbiter,  nor 

"  feared  him  as  an  enemy."    The  anlwer  is  fuffi- 

ciently  lofty. 

After  the  King  had  received  it,  he  advanced  with 
his  troops,  encamped  in  the  plain  between  the  cities 
Pandofia  and  Heraclea,  and  upon  advice  that  the  Ro- 
mans were  very  near  him,  and  encamped  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river  Siris,  he  mounted  on  horfeback,  and 
approachcdthe  bank,  of  that  river  to  take  a  view  .of 
their  fituation.  When  he  faw  the  appearance  of  their 
troops,  their  advanced  guards,  the  fine  order  that 
prevailed  univerfally,  and  the  happy  difpofition  of 
their  camp,  he  was  furprized ;  and  addrefling  himfelf 
to  one  of  his  friends  wno  was  with  him,  (for  lb  the 
ancients  fpoke,  and  Kings  had  friends :)  '*  Megacles,** 
faid  he,  "  the  difpofitions  of  thefe  Barbarians  are  by 
"  no  means  barbarous ;  we  fhall  lee  how  the  reft  wiU 
«  anfwer  them.** 

This  view  of  the  Roman  army,  and  the  fecurity  of 
Levinus,  who  had  difmiffed  fpies  furprized  in  his 
camp,  after  having  told  thiem,  that  he  had  another 
body  of  troops  ftill  more  numerous ;  all  this  gave 
Pyrrhus  difquiet.  He  refolved  not  to  haften  the  bat- 
tle, and  to  ufe  delays  as  long  as  pofTible,  in  order  to 
give  the  allies  time  to  arrive,  and  to  join  their  troops 
with  his ;  bcfides  which  the  Romans  being  in  an  ene- 
my's country,  a  long  delay  would  incommode  them 
confid^rably,  in  making  them  confume  their  provifi- 
ons  and  forage.  He  contented  himfelf  therefore  with 
fending  a  great  detachment  to  difpute  the  paffage  of 
the  river  with  the  Romans,  in  cafe  they  Ihould  ven- 
ture tQ  attempt  it. 

In  the  defign  which  Pyrrhus  had  formed  of  defer- 
ring the  battle,  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  him,  to 
have  the  Siris  between  the  Romans  and  him.  For 
nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  pafs  a  river  in  the 
fight  of  an  enemy,  and  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  fucceed 
in  it,  except  in  deceiving  him  by  ftolen  marches,  and 
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"pfdTing  the  river  at  places  that  are  not  guarded*     Aa^-R-  4j** 
ajmoft  certain  means  to  prevent  that  inconvenience^     "Jj,^ ' 
would  have  been  to  have  divided  the  great  dctach- 
inent  mentioned  before  into  feveral  fmall  bodies,  and 
p  have  polled  thehfi  along  the  river  at  proper  diftances 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  might  all  have  re-joined 
(ach  other  at  the  firll  fignah     This  is  what  was  want- 
ing on  this  occaiion,  and, I  have  obferved,  that  it  is  a 
very  common  fault.     The  Conful  perceiving  that  Pyr- 
rhus  avoided  a  battle,  made  a  feint  of  confinbg  him^ 
fclf,  till  he  could  force  him  to  it,  to  deftroying  the 
enemy's  country,  and  for  that  purpofe  deuched  all  his 
cavalry,  which  ravaged  the  whole  flat  country  with- 
out finding  any  refiftance.     When  they  were  a  great 
way  froni  the  camp,  on  a  fudden  they  turned  towards 
the  river,  forded  it,  and  fell  unawares  upon  Pyrrhus*s 
detachment,  which  expefting .  nothing  lefs,  fled,  re- 
gained the  grofs  of  the  army  with  precipitation,  and 
left  the  paflfage  open  for  the  reft  of  the  troops, 

Pyrrhus,  on  this  news,  was  in  great  perplexity,  and 
ordered  the  officers  of  his  infantry  to  draw  up  their  . 
troops  in  battle  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  to  wait  his  or- 
ders under  arms.  In  the  mean  time,  he  advanced 
with  expedition  with  all  his  cavalry,  that  amounted  to 
about  three  thoufand  men,  in  hopes  to  furprize  the 
Romans 'ftill  pafling  the  river  with  difficulty,  and  dif- 
pcrfed  here  aiid  there  without  order.  But  when  he 
faw  a  great  number  of  Roman  fhields  glittering  on 
this  fide  the  river,  and  their  cavalry  marching  againft 
him  in  fine  order,  he  clofed  his  ranks,  and  began  the  i 

attack.  He  was  foon  known  by  the  beauty  and  fplen- 
dor  of  his  arms,  which  were  very  rich,  but  ftill  more 
by  his  valour  and  intrepidity*  He  fliewed  by  his  ac- 
tions, that  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  was  not  above 
his  merit.  He  engaged  in  the  battle  without  fparing 
himfelf,  and  beat  down  all  before  him :  but^^lie  did 
not  k)fe  fight  of  the  funftions  of  a  general,  and  in  the  .  ' 
midft  of  the  greateft  perils,  retained  the  utmoft  cool- 
nels,.  gave  *his  orders  as  if  he  had  been  remote  from 
daoger^  aqd  jflew  on  all  fides  to  re-inftate  affairs^ 
'Fa  apd 
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A.  R.  47a.  and  fupport  thofe   who  were  moll  prefled  by  the 
a8o.     enemy. 

'  In  the  heat  of  the  aftioh,  an  Italian  horfeman  with 

Ipear  in  hand,  confined  himfelf  folely  to  Pyrrhus,  fol- 
lowed him  every  where  with  great  ardor,  and  direftcd 
all  his  motions  by  thofe  of  the  King.  Having  found 
a  favourable  moment,  he  alimed  a  great  blow  at  him, 
which'  wounded  only  his  horfe.  At  the  fame  time 
Leonatus  of  Macedonia  killed  the  Italian's  horfe  with 
his  pike.  The  two  horfes  being  down,  Pyrrhus  was 
immediately  furrounded  by  a  croud  of  his  friends 
who  carriea  him  off,  and  killed  the  Italian  horfemart, 
fighting  with  great  valour.  This  adventure  taught 
Pyrrhus  to  ufe  tndre  precaution,  and  to  take  more 
care  of  his  perfon,  than  he  did  :  an  eflcntial  duty  in  a 
general,  on  whofe  life  the  fate  of  an  whole  army  de^ 
pends. 

The  King  feeiftg  his  cavalry  give  way,  fcnt  his  in- 
fantry orders  to  advance,  artd  immediately  drew  it  up 
in  battle.  It  does  not  feem  to  have  afted  till  now. 
Inftrufted  by  the  danger  to  which  he  had  juft  been 
expofcd,  by  making  himfelf  too  well  known  to  the 
enemy  by  his  diftinguiflied  armour,  he  gave  his  royal 
mantle  and  arms  to  Megacles,  one  of  his  friends,  and 
having  difguifed  himfelf  in  his,  he  charged  the  Ro- 
mans with  vigour.  The  latter  received  him  with 
abundance  of  courage.  The  battle  was  very  obfti* 
nate,  and  the  vidlory  long  doubtful.  It  is  faid  that 
both  fides  gave  way,  and  returned  to  the  charge  fevcn 
times. 

Pyrrhus  changed  his  arms  very  opportunely  for  fay- 
ing his  life :  but  on  the  other  fide,  that  change  had 
almoft  proved  fatal  to  him,  arid  fnatched  the  viftory 
out  of  his  hands.  The  enemy  fell  in  crouds  upon 
Megacles,  whom  they  took  for  the  King.  One  of  the 
horle  who  wounded  and  laid  him  upon  the  earth,  af- 
ter having  fliripped  oflf  the  arms  and  mantle  which  he 
wore,  rode  full  fpeed  to  the  Conful  Levinus,  and 
ihewed  them  to  him,  crying  out  that  he  had  killed 
Pyrrhus.     Thofe  fpoils  being  carried  through  all  the 
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janks  in  a  triumphant  manner,  filled  the  whole  Ro-A.R,47i. 
man  army  with  inexpreflible  joy.     Their  cries  of  vie-  ^^l'^^* 
lory  reibunded  on  all  fides  ;  whilft  the  army  of  the 
Greeks  was  in  univerfal  confternation  and  difcourage- 
ment. 

Pyrrhus,  who  perceived  the  terrible  effeft  of  the 
miftake,  ran  through  all  the  lines  bareheaded,  holding 
out  his  hands  to  his  foldiers,  and  making  himfelf 
known  to  them  by  his  voice  and  gefture.  The  bat-  piut.  p. 
tie  being  renewed,  the  elephants  at  laft  principally  39v 
determined  the  event  of  it.  Pyrrhus  had  exprcfsly 
referved  them  to  the  end.  This  was  the  firft  time 
the  Romans  had  feen  this  kind  of  animals «,  and  every 
body  knows,  that  *  things  which  ftrike  the  fenfes  in  a 
fudden  and  unforefeen  manner,  give  the  mind  trou- 
ble and  terror,  becaufe  they  do  not  leave  it  time  tq 
examine  them  cooly.  Their  extraordinary  form,  enor- 
mous height,  the  towers  full  of  combatants  on  their 
backs,  all  ftruck  the  Romans  with  dread.  The  horfcs 
were  ftill  more  frightened,  and  not  being  able  to  bear 
the  fmell  of  them,  which  was  quite  new,  flung, 
pranced,  and  either  ran  away  with  their  riders,  or 
threw  them  on  the  ground.  Thefe  elephants  break- 
ing impetuoufly  into  the  ranks  of  the  Romans,  ipread 
fear  on  all  fides,  and  crufhed  and  trod  down  all  that 
came  in  their  way.  Pyrrhus  feeing  them  in  this  con- 
dition,  charged  them  on  a  fudden  with  his  Theflalian 
horfe,  which  compleated  their  diforder,  and  obliged 
them  at  lengtli  to  fly,  after  having  made  a  great  flaugh- 
ter  of  them. 

It  was  agreed,  that  Pyrrhus  might  have  cut  them 
entirely  to  pieces,  if  he  had  purfued  them  with 
more  vigour.  But  his  cuflrom  was  not  to  pufli  the 
enemy  he  had  conquered  to  the  utmoft,  left  their  de^ 
fpair  in  another  battle  might  ferve  them  inftead  of 
courage,  and  prevent  them  either  from  flying  or  fur- 
rendering    themfelves.     Befides   y^hich,    the   night, 

•  Videntur  omnia  repentina  graviora.    Tvsc.  1.  3.  c.  aS« 
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A.R-47a.whk:h  came  on,  put  6  ftop  to  thepnrfuit,  and  faVed 
T%.?'  thofe  who  fled. 

Dionyfius  of  Halicarnaffus  writes,  according  to 
Plutarch,  that  there  was  almoft  fifteen  thoufand  men 
killed  in  this  battle  on  the  fide  of  the  Romans,  and 
thirteen  thoufand  on  that  of  Pyrrhus.  Other  hifto- 
rians  leflfen  the  lofs  on  both  fides.  It  is  certain  that 
Pyrrhus  loft  the  flower  of  his  troops  in  it.  Accord- 
ingly when  fomebody  complihiented  him  at  his  return 
to  Tarentum  on  this  viftory :  "  I  am  kretrievably 
*«  undone,"  faid  he,  "  if  I  gain  fuch  another."  The 
.  hext  day,  when  he  was  confidering  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, the  bodies  of  the  Romans,  which  he  had  ordered 
to  be  buried,  to  acquire  the  reputation  of  goodncfs 
and  clemency  ;  amazed  to  fee  that  they  had  all  their 
faces  turned  towards  the  enemy,  and  had  died  of  glo- 
rious wounds,  he  cried  out :  "  O  !  how  eafy  it  were 
'  **  for  me  to  conquer  the  world  with  fuch  foldiers  !" 
He  did  all  that  he  could^o  induce  thofe  he  had  taken 
prifoners  to  lift  in  his  troops.  He  could  not  fucceed  : 
but  he  did  not  efteem  them  the  lefs,  and  treated  them 
with  Angular  humanity,  forbidding  chains  to  be  put 
upon  them,  and  ordering  that  they  fliould  not  be  ufcd 
with  the  other  feVeritics  to  which  prifoners  are  com- 
monly expofed. 

Pyrrhus  feized  the  camp  of  the  Romans,  which  lie 
found  abandoned,  made  feveral  cities'  renounce  their 
alliance,  ravaged  the  countries  of  the  States  that  con- 
tinued faithful  to  them,  and  approached  within  three 
hundred  ftadia  of  Rome,  that  is  to  fay,  about  fif- 
teen leagues. 

The  Lucanians  and  Samnitcs  having  joined  him  af- 
ter the  battle,  he  warmly  reproached  them  for  their 
delay.  But  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  in  his  air  that  he 
was  infinitely  pleafed  with  having  defeated  only  with 
his  own  troops  and  thofe  of  the  Tarentines,  without  the 
aid  of  the  allies,  fo  numerous  and  warlike  an  army  of 
the  Romans. 

Whilft  Pyrrhus  was  induftrioufly  taking  all  the  ad- 
vantages, which  he  could  hope  from  his  vidoiy,  Le- 
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vjnus  on  his  fide  was  intent  upoa  putting  himfelf  into  A.  R.*?*- 
a  condition  to  retrieve  his  late  lofs  as  foon  as  poffible.  ^\'q,  * 
He  vifited  the  wounded,  and  took  particular  care  of 
them.  He  drew  together  thofc  who  had  been  dif- 
perfed  in  the  flight.  He  confoled  all  the  foldiers,  in 
praifing  the  valour  they  had  fhewn  in  the  action  ;  at* 
tributing  liicir  defeat  Iblely  to  that  unknown  fpecies 
of  monfters,  againft  the  attack  of  which  it  had  not 
been  in  their  power  to  prepare  themfelves ;  and  laftly, 
in  giving  them  hopes  of  making  the  enemy's  joy 
Ihort-lived,  and  of  fbon  wafhing  out  in  their  blood 
the  ilatin  of  the  laft  battle,  wherein  in  other  refpeds 
the  lofs  had  been  equal  on  both  fides. . 

The  news  of  this  defeat  afflifted  Rome,  but  did  Plut.  p. 
not  abate  her  courage.  Some  of  the  Senators  imputed  ^^** 
the  caufe  of  it  to  the  Conful.  Fabricius  faid,  ^'  That 
"  he  did  not  reckon  the  Romans  defeated  by  tlie 
"  Epirots,  but  Levinus  by  Pyrrhus."  However,  far 
from  thinking  of  recalling  him,  it  was  decreed  that 
new  troops  mould  be  fent  him  as  foon  as  poffible. 
The  levies  were  made  with  incredible  paflion,  and  two 
legions  foon  compleated.  They  let  out  without  lofs 
of  time. 

The  Conful,  encouraged  by  fo  confiderable  rein- 
forcement, %&Dowcd  Pyrrhus  at  the  heels,  loft  no  oc- 
cafion  to  harrais  his  rear-guard,  and  very  much  dif- 
treflcd  his  army.  Having  been  apprized,  that  he  in- 
tended to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  Capua,  he  pre- 
vented him  by  a  forced  march,  and  deprived  him  of 
all  means  of  putting  his  defign  in  execution.  Pyr- 
rhus turned  his  views  upon  Neapolis.  But  feeing  his 
hopes  fruftrated  in  like  manner  on  that  (iclc,  ht  fought 
to  confole  and  make  himfelf  amends  by  an  enterprize 
infinitely  above  all  the  reft :  this  was  to  attack  Rome  * 
itfelf.  And  he  loft  no  time.  Having  taken  I  rcgel- 
te  on  his  way,  and  croflTed  the  countries  of  Anagnia 
and  the  Hernici,  he  arrived  at  Praenefte,  which  v/as 
but  twenty  miles  from  Rome.  The  city  was  in  no 
confternation,'  The  magiftrates  had  before  provided 
for  its  fafety.  But  another  more  confiderable  rein- 
F  4  forcemeat 
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A.R.47a.forcement  arrived  opportunely,  which  made  its  fccus 
Ant.c.  rity  pcrfeft.  Coruncanius,  the  other  Conful,  after 
*^^'  havitig  quitted  Hctruria,  had  been  recalled  to  the  aid 
of  his  country,  and  was  very  near  Rome  with  his 
vi6lorio«s  army.  Pyrrhus  having  endeavoured  inef- 
feftually  to  make  the  Hetrurians  take  arms,  and  fee- 
ing himfelf  between  two  Confular  armies,  rightly  dif- 
ccrned  that  there  was  no  fafety  for  him,  and  marched 
back  into  Campania  with  the  utmoft  expedition. 

This  expedition  of  the  King  of  Epirus  may  give 
us  fome  faint  ftrokes  to  guide  us  in  forming  an  idea 
of  his  genius  and  charaftcr.  -He  cannot  be  denied 
to  have  had  great  qualities  :  an  elevation,  a  greatncfe 
of  foul  truly  royal,  a  peculiar  attention  to  attaching 
perfons  of  merit  of  all  kinds  to  his  fervice,  a  courage, 
a  boldnefs,  an  intrepidity,  which  nothing  could  daunt, 
and  which,  as  wc  have  already  obferved,  left  him  all 
his  coolnefs  and  prefence  of  mind  in  the  greatcft  dan- 
gers, and  in  the  very  heat  of  the  warmeft  aftions. 
He  paffed  undeniably  for  the  moft  able  general  of  hi3 
time  in  rcfpeft  to  the  manner  of  embattelling  an  army, 
the  art  of  encamping,  and  addrefs  in  the  choice  of 
his  pofts,  in  ftiort,  to  every  thing  relating  to  military 
knowledge  and  difcipline.  But  he  was  a  Prince  of 
inconceivable  levity  ;  abandoned  to  his  imagination  5 
full  of  projefts  ;  always  ready  both  to  form  new  en- 
terprizes,  and  to  renpunce  them;  never  failing  to 
flatter  himfelf  with  good  fuccefs,  whilft  the  experience 
of  the  paft  did  not  render  him  more  cautious  for  the 
future;  and  to  fay  all  i?:i  a  word,  the  perpetual  fj^ort 
of  a  reftlefs  ambition,  that  drew  him  on  from  project 
to  project,  from  country  to  country,  in  holding  up  to 
him  continually  a  phantom  of  power  and  greatntfs, 
which  he  feemed  every  .moment  upon  the  point  of  fciz- 
ing,  but  which  always  efcaped  him,  without  ever  un- 
deceiving or  difgufting  him. 

When  Pyrrhus,  on  his  return  into  Campania,  fdw 
the  Conful  Levinus  at  the  head  of  an  army  much  more 
numerous  than  before  his  defeat,  he  was  exceedingly 
furprized.    He  had  conceived  thoughts  pf  giving  him 
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battle  a  fecohd  time :  but  the  fight  of  hi$  troops  fo  A.R.47»« 
coDfiderably  augmented,  made  him  change  his  defign,  ^]^ 
and  refume  his  route  to  Tarentum. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Senate^deliberated  upon  the 
condudt  it  was  neceifarv  to  obferve  in  refpe<^  to  the 
foldiers  who  had  been  taken  prifoners  in  the  laft  battle. 
It  was  a  maxim  of  policy  at  Rome,  from  which  they 
did  not  depart  even  in  the  mod  unfortunate  times,  as 
we  fliall  fee  when  we  come  to  the  battle  of  Cannse,  not 
to  ranfom  the  foldiers  who  had  furrendercd  them- 
felves  to  the  enemy  out  of  fear.  But  the  cafe  was 
diiferent  now.  Moft  of  the  prifoners  were  of  the 
cavalry,  .who  had  given  extraordinary  proofs  of  their 
bravery  in  the  battle,  but  whom  their  horfcs,  terrified 
by  the  ilrange  fight,  noife,  and  fmell  of  the  elephants^ 
had  thrown,  and  made  incapable  of  defence.  It 
was  therefore  concluded  that  they  fiiould  be  ran- 
fomed,  and  for  that  purpofe  three  of  the  principal 
Senators  were  nominated  deputies  to  PyrrHus.  Thefe 
were  P.  Cornelius  Dolabella,  famous  for  the  defeat  of 
the  Senones,  C.  Fabricius  Lufcinus,  and  (^  JEmiiius 
Papus,   who  had  been  Confuls  together  two  years  n 

before. 

Pyrrhus  being  informed,  that  perfons  of  fuchim-piut.  395. 
portance  were  deputed  to   him,    believed  they  un-  397. 

Jill  r  I-'   1-1       Dion.  Ha* 

doubtedly  came  to  treat  of  peace  j  which  was  whatucam.  ex* 
he  wifhed  extremely.    To  do  them  honour,  he  fcnt«rpt.Lcg, 
aconfiderable  detachment  to  the  frontier  of  the  coun-  ^'^l^ 
try  of  the  Tarentines  to  efcort  {hem  as  a  guard  ;  and 
when  he  knew  that  they  were  near,  he  went  himfelf 
oiit  of  the  gates  of  the  city  at  the  head  of  a  body  of 
his  cavalry  lightly  armed,  and  conduced  them  to  his 
palace,  where  they^werc  treated  with  ^  pofiible  dif-^ 
tindion  and  magnificence.     After  the  iifual  complin 
ments,  they  opened  the  fubjeft  of  their  commiffion  to 
the  King,  and  told  him  they  were  come  to  treat  con-r 
ceraing  the  ranfom  of  prifoners,  either  by  paying  a 
certain  fum  for  each,  or  by  way  of  exchange. 

It  was  the  cuftom  of  Pyrrhus  not  to  conclude  any 
aSair  of  inipprtwce  without  having  firft  communis 
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^R,47i.  catcd  it  to  his  council.  Accordingly  he  aflembled 
^^'  them  upon  this  occaOon.  Milo  was  of  opinion  **  not 
to  reftore  the  prifoners,  to  make  the  utmc^t  of  the 
victory  they  had  gained  that  could  be  expcfted  from 
it,  and  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  till  the  Romans 
were  entirely  conquered  and  fubjefted/*  Cineas 
thought  very  differently.  "  Great  King,"  faid  he,  ad- 
drefling  himfelf  to  Pyrrhus,  "  it  is  knowing  the  Ro- 
"  mans  very  ill,  to  imagine  that  the  blow  they  have 
*'  received,  has  made  them  either  more  timorous  or 
«''  tradable.  They  never  Ihew  more  conftancy  and 
*'  greatnefs  of  mind  than  in  adverfity.  The  beft 
**  counfel  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  which  can  be 
*'  given  you,  is  to  employ  your  wonted  generofity  on 
*'  this  occafion,  to  reftore  them  their  prifoners  without 
**  ranfom  •,  and  then  to  fend  ambalTadors  as  foon  as 
*'  pofliblc  with  magnificent  prefents,  to  negociate  a 
*'  peace  with  them.  You  may  now  do  fo  with  ho-- 
**  nour,  and  m>on  advantageous  conditions.  But, 
*'  my  Lord,  fuffer  me  to  tell  you,  you  arc  a  man,  and 
.  **  tilings  may  change :  do  not  let  flip  fo  favourable 
**  an  occafion,  perhaps  the  only  one  you  may  have.** 
The  whole  council  applauded  fuch  good  advice,  and 
the  King  came  into  it. 

The  deputies  were  brought  in,  and  Pyrrhus  faid  to 
them :  *^  You  alk  me,  Romans,  to  difmifs  your 
*'  prifoners :  But  to  reftore  you  fuch  brave  foldiers, 
**'  would  be  putting  arms  into  your  hands  againft  my- 
"  felf.  There  is  another  ftiorter  and  more  certain 
*'  method ;  and  that  is  for  us  to  make  a  good  peace 
**  with  each  other:  I  ftiall  then  reftore  them  to  you 
^  without  ranfom.  I  defire  nothing  more  than  to 
*•  enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  amity  with  a  peo- 
**  pie  fo  worthy  of  efteem  and  refpeft."  He  fpoke 
this  in  common  to  all  the  deputies ;  and  afterwards 
took  Fabricius  afide,  to  difcourfe  with  him  freely  and 
at  Icifure. 

When  they  were  alone,  the  King  fpoke  to  him  to 
this  effeft.  "  From  the  accounts  which  I  have  had 
^*  of  your  great  qualities,  Fabricius,  I  exceedingly  de- 
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**  fife,  that  you  flioyld  be  one  of  my  friends.     I  am  ^^•♦ZV 

**  told  that  you  are  a  great  Captauv;  that  juftice  and     ^la^.  ' 

^^  temperance  form  your  chara&er,  and  tlut  you  pafs 

**  for  a  man  accomplifhcd  in  every  virtue.     But  I 

**  know  alio,  that  you  have  no  eftate,  and  that  in  this 

*^  point  only  Fortune  has  dealt  hardly  with  you,   in 

^  reducing  you  as  to  the  coovenicncies  of  life  to  the 

**  condition  of  the  pooreft  Senators.    To  fupply  what 

**  you  want  on  that  fide,  I  am  ready  to  give  you  as 

**  much  gold  and  filver  as  will  fet  you  above  the  moft 

**  opulent  perfons  of  Rome.     Do  not  believe  I  ima* 

•*  einc  that  I  do  you  a  favour  in  this :  It  is  I  who 

**  fliall  receive  one  if  you  accept  my  offers.     For  I 

**   AM     PERSUADED,     THAT     NO     EXPKNCE     DOES    A 

^  Prince   more   HONOtJR,  than  to  make  the 

^  FORTUNES  OF  GREAT  MEN,  REDUCED  BY  POVER- 
••  TT  TO  A  CONDITION  UNWORTHY  OF  THEIR 
^  MERIT  AND  VIRTUE,  AND  THAT  SUCH  AN  USB 
^    IS  TAE  NOBLEST  A  KiNG  CAN  MAKE  OF    RICHES. 

"  For  the  reft,  I  am  far  from  expcdting  that  you 
•*  Ihould  do  me  any  unjuft  or  difhonourable  fcrvice  by 
*'  way  of  acknowledgment.  What  I  afk  of  you  can 
**  only  do  you  honour,  and  augment  your  power  in 
**  your  country.  I  conjure  you  firft  to  affift  me 
*'  with  your  whole  credit  in  bringing  your  Senate 
"  into  my  views,  which  I  believe  juft  and  reafonable. 
**  Reprefent  to  them,  I  beg  you,  that  I  have  given 
**  my  word  to  aid  the  Tarentines,  and  the  other  Greeks 
**  on  this  coaft  of  Italy,  and  that  I  cannot  in  honour 
"  abandon  them,  efpccially  as  I  am  at  the  head  of  a 
**  powerful  army,  with  which  I  have  already  gained 
**  a  battle.  However,  certain  affairs  have  happened, 
"  that  recal  me  into  my  own  dominions ;  and  this  is 
"  what  makes  me  more  ardently  dcfire  peace.  Bc- 
"  fides  which,  I  find  it  difficult  to  fiaftain  the  part  I 
**  a6t  here,  and  to  fee  myfelf  obliged  to  confider  a  pco- 
"  pie  (o  worthy  of  being  beloved  as  enemies.  Let 
**  them  change  that  name  into  friends,  and  they  fliall 
**  find  a  faithful  ally  in  me.  If  my  quality  of  King 
"  renders  me  fufpefted  to  the  Senate,  becaufe  many 

*'  who 
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A.R.47A.  <<  who  bear  that  name  have  made  no  difficulty  open- 

^«o^*  •«  ly  to  violate  the  faith  of  treaties  and  alliances,  be 

<«  you  yourfclf  my  guarantee,  and  join  with  me  in 

**  affifting  mc  with  your  counfels  in  all  my  enter- 

*^  prizes,  and  in  commanding  my  armies  under  me. 

*'  I  have  occafion  for  a  man  of  virtue,  and  a  faith* 

«*  ful  friend ;  and  you,  on  your  fide,  have  occafion 

**  for  a  prince,  who  by  his  liberality  may  enable  you 

I  •*  to  give  a  greater  fcope  to  the  benevolence  of  your 

*'  inclinations.    Let  us  not  refufc  ourfelves  then,  but 

*«  let  us  mutually  afford  our  aid  to  each  other.** 

Pyrrhus  having  fpoke  thus,  Fabricius,  after  a 
moment's  filence,  replied  in  thefe  terms :  **  As  you 
*^  have  already  fo  favourable  an  idea  of  me,  as  well 
**  in  refpeft  to  my  perfonal  condufb,  as  the  admi- 
*^  niftration  of  public  affairs,  it  is  needlefs  for  me  to 
"  fpeak  to  you  of  them.  You  feem  alfo  fufficicntly 
f*' acquainted  with  my  poverty,  to  fpare  mc  the 
*'  trouble  of  telling  you,  that  I  have  neither  money 
"  to  improve,  nor  (laves  that  bring  me  in  any  re- 
**  venue :  that  my  whole  eftate  confilbs  in  an  houfe 
«*  of  little  appearance,  ahji  a  fmall  field  that  fup- 
**  plies  me  with  fiibfiftence.  If  you  believe  how- 
.  "  ever,  that  poverty  renders  my  condition  inferior 
*<  to  that  of  any  other  Roman,  and  that  whilft  I 
**  difcharge  the  duties  of  an  honeft  man,  I  am  the 
**  lefs  confidered,  becaufe  not  of  the  number  of 
*'  the  rich  ;  permit  me  to  tell  you,  that  the  idea  you 
"  have  of  me  is  not  juft,  and  deceives  you,  whether 
*'  you  have  taken  that  opinion  from  others,*  or  judge 
**  fo  of  yourfclf.  If  I  do  not  poflTefs  great  fortunes,  I 
"  never  did,  and  ftill  do  not  believe,  that  my  indi- 
*'  gence  has  ever  done  me  any  prejudice  cither  in 
*'  public  funftions,  or  my  private  life. 

*'  Has  my  country,  on  account  of  my  poverty, 
*'  ever  debarred  me  of  thofe  glorious  employments, 
*'  that  are  the  objeft  of  the  emulation  of  all  great 
**  minds  ?  The  greateft  dignities  are  conferred  upon 
*'  me.  I  am  placed  at  the  head  of  the  moft:  illuf- 
*•  trious  ambaffadors.     The  moft  facrcd  fundions  of 

**  divine 


Digitized  by 


Google 


LEVINUS,  CORUNCANIUS,  Cbnfuls.  77 

"divine  worlhip  ai*e  confided  to  me.  When  the  moft  A.R.47». 
"  important  affairs  arc  to  be  deliberated  upon,  I  hold  ^go.^* 
**  my  rank,  and  give  my  opinion  in  the  council : 
^'  I  take  place  with  the  richeft  and  moft  powerful ; 
"  and   if  I  have  any  thing  to  complain  of,  it  is  of 
"  being  too  much  praifed  and  honoured.     To  dif- 
*'  charge  all  thefe  employments,  I  expend  nothing  of 
"  my  own,  no  more  than  all  the  reft  of  the  Romans;. 
^<  Rome  does  not  ruin  her  citizens  by  railing  them  to 
"  the  magiftracy.     She  beftows  upon  thofe  in  office 
*^  all  the  helps  they  want,  and  iupplies  them  with 
*'  liberality  and  magnificence.     •  For  it  is  not  with 
"  our  city  as  with  many  others,  where  the  public 
"  is  very  poor,  whilft  private  perfons  pofiel^  im- 
'*  menfe  riches.    We  are  all  rich,  when  the  Common-* 
^^  wealth  is  fo,  becaufe  fhe  is  fo  for  us^  .  In  equally 
**  admitting  the  rich  and  poor  to  public  employments^ 
*'  according  as  fhe  thinks  them  worthy,  (he  makes 
"  all  her  citizens  equal,  and  knows  no  other  difference 
**  between  them  but  merit  and  virtue. 

*'  As  to  what  concerns  my  private  affairs,  far  from 
**  complaining  of  my  fate,  I  efteem  myfclf  the  moft 
"  happy  of  men,  when  I  compare  myfelf  to  the  rich, 
"  and  feel  a  kind  of  delight,  and  even  pride,  rife  up 
"  within  me  from  this  condition.  My  little  field, 
•'  barren  as  it  is,  fupplies  me  with  all  that  is  necef- 
"  fary,  provided  I  take  due  care  to  cultivate  it,  and 
**  preicrve  its  fruits.  Do  I  want  any  thing  more  ? 
"  All  nourilhment  is  grateful  to  me,  when  feafoned 
"  with  hunger.  I  drink  with  luxury,  when  I  am  a- 
"  dry.  I  tafte  all  the  fwcets  of  repofe  when  I  am* 
"  weary.  I  content  myfelf  with  an  habit  that  keeps 
*^  out  the  cold :  and  of  all  the  moveables  that  ferve 
«<  for  the  fame  ufe,  thejneaneft  are  thofe  I  like  beft. 
^*  I  fhould  be  unreafonable  and  unjuft,  if  I  accufed 
**  fortune.  She  fupplies  me  with  all  that,  nature  re- 
*^  quires  :  as  to  the  fuperfluous,  (he  has  not  given  it 
*<  me :  but  at  the  fame  time  I  have  learnt  not  to  de-* 
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A.R.^7».  <«  fire  it.     To  have  few  wants  is  great  riches.     Of 

^8of '  "  '^^^^  ^^^^  Ihould  I  complain  ?      Not  having  this 

'«  abundance  indeed,  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  rc- 

*«  lieve  the  wants  of  others  ;  the  Iblc  advantage  for 

♦*  which  the  wealthy  can  be  envied.     But,  whilft  I 

.         •<  impart  to  the  Commonwealth  and  my  friends  the 

**,  little  I  poffefs  ;  whilft  I  render  my  country  all  the 

^^  iervices  of  which  I  am  capable;  and  in  a  word^ 

**  do  every  thing  that  depends  on  me,  with  what 

*<  can  I  reproach  myfcif?  The  defire  of  enriching  my- 

**  felf  never  entered  into  my  tlioughts.     As  I  have 

•*  been  long  empbycd  in  the  adminiftration  of  the 

^  Commonwealth,  I  have  had  a  thoufand  oppoituni«» 

*«  ties  of  amaffing  great  iums  of  money  irreproach- 

^  ably.     Could  a  more  fiivourable  one  be  defired^ 

^*  than  I  had  fome  few  years  ago  P  With  the  Con- 

^'  fular  dignity  I  was  fent  at  the  head  of  a  nume- 

^^  rous  army  againft  the  Samnites,  Lucanians,  and 

*^  Brattians.     I  ravaged  a  great  extent  of  country^ 

**  I  defeated  the  enemy  in  fcveral  battles ;    I  took 

^  many  cities  full  of  plunder  and  opulence  ;  I  en- 

•*  riched  the  whole  army  with  their  fpoils  -,   I  re- ' 

*•  turned  every  citizen  what  he  had  fupplied  for  the 

^  expences  oi  the  war ;    and  having  received  the 

<*  honour  of  a  triumph,  I  fent  four  hundred  talents 

"  to  the  public  treafury.     After  having  negleded  fa 

**  confidcrablc  a  booty,  of  which  I  might  have  ap- 

^  propriaced  whatever  I  thought  fit ;  after  having 

^  defpifcd  riches  fo  juftly  acquired,  and  facrificed  the 

^^  QxhIs  of  the^enemy  toi  the,  fenfe  of  glory,  after  the 

^  example  of  Valerius  Publioola,  and  other .  ereat 

"  perfons,  who  by  their  noble  difintereftcdnefs  have 

•*  carried  the  power  of  Rome  to  fuch  an  height;. 

"  would  it  beconfiftent  for  me  to  accept  the  gold  and 

M  filv«r  you  offer  me  ?  What  idea  would  the  world 

**  form  of  me  ?  What  example  Ihould  I  fet  my  coun- 

"  try  ?  On  my  retyrn  to  Rome,   how  fhould  I  fup-^ 

"  port  its:  reproaches,   or  even  its  looks?    Would 

**  not  our  Cenfors,  thofe  magiftrates  whofe  funftion 

^  it  is  to  wate^  over  our  difciplixxe  and  manners, 

^  oblige 
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^«  oblige  me  to  give  an  account  before  all  the  world  A.R.471. 
**  of  the  prefents  which  you  would  make  me  accept?  ^"j^.^' 
•*  You  therefore  Ihall  keep  your  riches,  if  you  pleafe, 
•*  and  I  my  poverty  and  reputation*" 

I  believe  that  Dionyfius  Halicarnaflenfis  has  put 
thcfe  difcourfes  into  the  mouths  of  Pyrrhus  and  Fa- 
bricius  :  but  in  doing  fo,  he  has  only  exprefled  their 
fentiments  in  ftronger  colours,  efpecially  the  latter's. 
For  iuch  was  the  charader  of  the  Romans  in  thofe 
glorious  times  of  the  Commonwealth.  ♦  Fabricius 
was  truly  convinced  that  there  was  more  glory  and 
real  grcatnefs  in  being  able  to  deipife  all  the  King's 
gold,  than  in  reigning. 

How  far  arc  we  from  having  fuch  noble  fentiments  ? 
f  It  would  be  deemed  groflhcfs  and  rufticity  amongft 
us,  and  to  reduce  one's  felf  to  aftate  of  meannefs 
and  mifery,  to  be  contented  with  fo  little,  and  not  to 
extend  one's  defires  beyond  the  mereneceflaries  of  life  ^. 
Our  ignorance  of  true  greatnefs  occafions  our  not 
difceming  any  thing  great  except  in  luxury  and  riches. 
But  thefe  illuftrious  Romans  judged  better,  and  rc- 
fenred  their  whole  eftecm  and  admiration,  not  for 
indificrent  things,  for  accidental  poflcflions  foolifhly 
employed,  but  for  aftions  pf  folid  wifdom  and  virtue. 

Pyrrhus  the  next  day  was  for  furprizing  the  Roman 
ambaflador,  who  had  never  fcen  an  elephant,  and  for 
trying  whether  he  was  as  intrepid  as  he  was  difinter- 
efted.  And  becauTe  conltancy  or  weaknefs  principally 
fliew  thcmfelves  in  the  firft  imprcffions  of  furprize,  he 
ordered  the  captain  of  his  elephants  to  arm  the  greateft 
of  them,  to  bring  him  to  the  place  where  he  was  to  be 
in  converfation  with  Fabricius,  and  to  keep  him  be- 
hind a  tapeftry  in  order  to  make  him  appear  when  he 
gave  the  fignal.  This  being  accordingly  executed, 
and  the  fignal  given,   the  tapeftry  was  drawn  afide, 

•  Fabricius  Pyrrhi  regis  aurum  rcpulit,  majufque  regno  judicavit 
rcgia«  opes  poflc  contemncre.     Senec.  Ep.  120. 

t  Jam  rullicitatis  &  miferia:  eft,  vclle  cjuantum  fatis  eft.   lb.  Ep.  90. 

j  Profefto  omnes  mortales  in  admirationera  Tui  rapcret  (he  ipeaks 
of  wtfiJom)  reli6tis  his  qux  nunc  magna,  magnorum  ignorantia,  ere- 
dimus,    lb.  Ep.  S9, 

and 
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A.R.472.  and  that  enormous  animal  appeared  on  a  fudden  raJf- 
^I'J^  ing  his  trunk  over  the  head  of  Fabricius,  with  an  hor- 
rid and  dreadful  cry.  Fabricius  turning  calmly  to- 
wards Pyrrhus,  faid  with  a  fmilc :  "  Neither  your 
*'  gold  yeftcrday,  nor  your  elephant  to-day,  can  alter 
«  me." 

That  evening  the  difcourfe  at  table  turned  on  many 
things  :  amongfl:  the  reft  they  talked  of  the  affairs  erf 
Greece,  and  in  particular  of  the  different  fefts  of  Phi- 
lofophers.     Cineas  dwelt  particularly  upon  Epicurus, 
and  repeated  what  the  Epicureans  thought  of  the  Gods, 
and  the  remotenefs  which  the  wife  man,  according  to 
them,  ought  to  have  from  the  adminiftration  of  pub- 
lic affairs,   and  the  government  of  ftates.     He  faid, 
*'  That  they  ntade  the  great  end  and  fupreme  good  of 
man  confift  in  pleafure  •,  that  they  Ihunned  dignities 
and  offices,  as  the  ruin  and  bane  of  that  grateful  in- 
'  dolence,  in  which  they  made  happinefs  confift ;  that 
they  afcribcd  neithrf  love,  hatred,  nor  anger  to  the 
Divinity ;  that  they  maintained'  he  took  no  care  of 
mankind,  and  that  they  banifhed  him  into  a  iife  of 
perfeft  tranquillity,  where  he  paffed  whole  ages  void 
of  all  affairs,  and  plunged  in  an  eternal  circle  of  plea- 
fures  and  delights."     It  is  highly  probable,  that  the 
foft  and  voluptuous  life  of  the  Tarentines  gave  occa- 
fion  for  this  difcourfe,     *  Whilft  Cineas  was  ftill  talk- 
ing, Fabricius,   to  whom  this    do£lrine  was  entirely 
new,  and  who  could  not  conceive  how  a  man  who  ad- 
qui  fe  fa-  vanced  fuch  maxims  fhould  fet  up  for  a  fage,efpecially 
pientcm    jj^  ^  city  diftinguiflicd  above  all  others  for  wit  and 
re^?'     learning,  cried  out  as  loud  as  he  could:    **  Great 
/'  Hercules,  may  the  Samnites  and  Pyrrhus  follow  no 
"  other  dodrine,  whilft  they  are  at  war  with  theRo- 
«  mans  !" 

•  Sscpe  an(!Ivi  a  niaioriljus  natu— -mirari  folitum  C,  Fabricium, 
quod  cum  apud  regem  Pyrrhuiri  legatus  efTet,  audiflet  aThefTalo  Cy- 
hea,  cffc  quemdam  Athenis  qui  fc  fapicntem  profirerctur :  eumque 
dicere  omnia  quae  faceremus  ad  voluptatem  clTe  referenda.  Quod  eX 
CO  nndientes  M*  Curium  &  T.  Coruncanium  optare  folstos,  ut  id  Satn- 
nirihus  ipfique  Pyrrlio  nerfuader^tur,  quo  faciljus  vinci  pofTent,  cum 
le  voKiptatibue  dedidiflent.    Ckt.  de  iicneft.^s. 
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Which  of  us,  tojudgeof  the  manners  of  the  an- A.  R.  47a, 
cients  from  our  own,  would  cxpedk  to  find  the  fubjcft  ^^;,^' 
of  converfation  amongft  great  warriors,  turn  not  only 
upon  affairs  of  policy,  but  matters  of  fcience  and  mo- 
rality ?  Difcourfe  of  this  kind,  feafoned  with  wife  re- 
flexions and  lively  repartees^  is  certainly  as  good  as 
talk,  which  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  an  en- 
tertainment, often  extends  little  farther  than  to  praife 
and  extol  the  goodnefs  of  meats,  the  fauce  of  ragouts, 
and  the  excellency  of  the  wine  and  liquors,  with  ex* 
fclamations  worthy  of  Epicureans. 

Pyrrhus  admiring  the  Roman  embaflador's  grcat- 
hefs  of  foul,  and  charmed  with  his  prudence  and  wif- 
dom,  dcfired  the  amity  and  alliance  of  his  republic  ftill 
piore  paflionately,  inftead  of  to  make  war  with  it. 
Taking  him  afide,  he  conjured  him  again,  after  he 
fliould  have  mediated  an  accommodation  between 
the  two  ftates,  to  ftay  with  him  and  to  live  in  his  courts 
^here  he  Ihould  have  the  firft  place  aipongft  his  friends 
and  captains.  "  I  would  not  advife  you  to  that,"  re* 
plied  Fabricius,  whifpering  him  with  a  fmilc,  '*  You 
**  don't  know  your  own  intereft.  For  thofe  who  now 
"  honour  and  admire  you,  if  they  once  knew  me, 
**  would  chufe  rather  to  have  me  for  their  King  thaa 
"  you/'*'  Pyrrhus,  far  from  being  angry  at  that  an- 
fwer,  only  laughed  at  it,  and  valued  him  ftill  the  more 
for  it.  He  confided  two  hundred  of  the  prifoncrs  to 
him,  upon  condition,  if  the  Senate  would  not  agree 
to  a  peace,  that  they  Ihould  be  returned.  He  even 
pcmiitted  fuch  of  the  reft  as  were  willing  to  vifit  their 
kindred  and  friends,  and  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  the 
Saturnalia  with  them,  to  follow  the  former  upon  the 
fame  condition. 

Some  days  after  the  departure  of  the  Roman  em- 
bafladors,  Pyrrhus  made  his  own  fet  out.  Cineas 
was  at  their  head.  We  have  faid  before,  that  he  was 
his  principal  counfellor  and  confident.  He  fet  a  great 
value  upon  him,  knowing  his  merit,  and  often  faid, 
.**  That  he  had  gained  more  places  by  the  eloquence 
of  Cineas,  than  by  his  own  arms."     Cineas  arrived  at 

Vol.  hi,  G  Rome 
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A- R.  47*.  Rome  with  a  magnificent  equipage,'  and  was  received 
iJo,  *  there  with  pecuhar  diftinftion.  He  conferred  with 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  city,  and  fent  to  them  all 
and  to  their  wives,  prefents  in  the  King's  name.  Not 
a  fingle  man  of  them  would  accept  them.  They  all 
anfwered,  as  their  wives  did  alfo,  that  when  Pyrrhus 
fhould  become  the  friend  and  ally  of  Rome  by  a  fo- 
lemn  treaty,  he  (hould '  have  no  reafon  to  be  diflatis- 
fied  with  any  of  the  Romans. 

During  the  fmall  ftay  which  he  made  at  Rome,  he 
Cook  great  care,  like  a  man  of  fenfe  and  an  able  nego- 
ciator,  to  inform  himfelf  in  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the  Romans,  and  efpecially  of  thofe  in  the  higheft 
credit  and  reputation  amongft  them  -,  to  examine  their  . 
condudt  as  well  public  as  private ;  to  ftudy  the  form 
of  their  government ;  and  to  pry,  as  circumftantially 
as  he  could,  into  the  forces  and  revenues  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. 

When  Cineas  had  been  introduced  into  the  Senate, 
he  opened  his  mailer's  propofals,  wha  offered  to  re- 
ftore  all  their  prifoners  to  the  Romans  without  ranfom, 
promifed  to  aid  them  in  conquering  all  Italy,  and  de- 
manded nothing  more  from  them  except  their  amity, 
and  entire  fecurity  for  the  Tarcntines.  He  did  not 
fail  to  employ  all  his  eloquence  on  fo  important  an  oc- 
Cafion,  to  exprefs  the  warm  and  fincere  defire  of 
Pyrrhus  to  make  an  alliance  with  a  commonwealth  fo 
powerful,  and  fo  abundant  in  great  men  j  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  fet  the  urgent  realbns  in  all  their  light, 
that  obliged  him  to  intereft  himfelf  as  he  did  for  the 
inhabitartts  of  Tarentum. 

Many  in  the  Senate,  moved  with  the  difcourfe  of 
Cineas,  fcemed  inclined  to  make  peace  witli  Pyrrhus, 
confidering  it  as  neceffary,  or  at  leaft  as  very  advan-  ' 
tageous,  to  the  State  l  and  this  opinion  was  neither 
groundlefs,  nor  without  reafon.  The  Romans  had 
lately  been  defeated  in  a  great  battle,  and  were  upon 
the  point  of  fighting  a  fecond.  There  was  great  cstVife 
to  ftar ;  for  Pyrrhus's  forces  had  been  confiderably 
augmented  by  thofe  of  fcveral  dates  of  Italy  his  con- 
federates. 
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federates.     It  was  the  viftor  himfclf  who  afkcd  peace  A.  R,47r 
with  as  much  earneftnefs  as  if  he  had  been  conquered,  ^^l'^^' 
and  in  confequence  the  honour  of  Rome  was  fafe.  The 
deliberation  continued  feveral  days;  and  as  nothing 
got  air  abroad,  it  made  Cineas  very  uneafy. 

The  courage  of  the  Romans  in  thefe  circumftances, 
had  occafion  for  being  animated  by  the  famous  Ap- 
pius  Claudius,  an  illuftrious  Senator,  v/hom  his  great 
age,  and  the  iofs  of  fight,  had  obliged  to  retire  from 
public  affairs,  and  to  confine  himfelf  to  his  houfc, 
which  was  a  little  commonwealth  to  him.  *  He  had 
four  fons  men  grown,  and  five  daughters,  without 
reckoning  a  great  number  of  clients  under  his  protec- 
tion. Blind,  and  much  advanced  in  years,  as  he  wrs, 
he  governed  fo  numerous  a  family  with  wonderful  or- 
der. His  mind  was  always  like  a  iKnt  bo'v,  and  did 
not  fink  under,  nor  abandon  itfclf  to,  the  languor  of 
old  age.  He  was  feared  by  his  domeftics,  honoured 
by  his  children,  and  beloved  by  all  men.  He  had 
known  how  to  retain  all  the  authority  of  command  in 
his  houfe,  that  was  regarded  as  afchool  of  virtue  and 
love  of  the  public,  in  which  the  ancient  rules  and  cuf- 
toms  of  Rome  were  religioufly  obferved. 

Such  was  Appius.  f  Upon  the  fpreading  of  a  ru- 
mour in  the  city,  that  the  Senate  were  inclined  to  ac- 
cept the  offers  of  Pyrrhus,  he  caufcd  himfelf  to  be 
carried  to  the  aflfembly,  where  every  body  kept  a  pro- 
found filence,  as  foon  as  he  appeared.  The  vene- 
rable old  man,  to  whom  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his 
country  feemed  to  have  refl:ored  all  his  priftine  vigour, 

*Quataor  robuftos  filios,  quinque  filias,  tantam  domum,  tantss 
dientelas  Appius  regebat  &  fenex  «  csecus.  Intentum  enim  animum, 
tanquam  arcum,  habebat ;  nee  lansuefcens  fuccumbebat  rene«Slutl. 
Tenebat  non  modo  auAoritatem,  fed  ctiam  imperium  in  fuos.  Me- 
tuebant  cum  fervi,  vcrcbantur  libcri,  carum  omnes  habebant.  Vigc- 
batin  ilia  domo  patrius  mos,  &dircipHna.    Cic.  de  Sene6t.  ii. 

t  AdAp.  Claudii  fene^utem  accedebat  etiam  ut  caecus  ejTet.  Ta- 
mcn  is,  cum  fententia  patnim  ad  pacem  inclinarct,  &  toed  us  faciendum 
cum  Pyrrho,  non  dubitavit  dicere  ilia  qua  verfibua  pcrfecutus  eft 
Kiinius  : 

Q210  vobis  menteSy  re&x  qus  ftare  folebant 
Antebac,  dcxnentes  fefe  flexere  viaV  ? 

Cic.de  Senea*  6. 
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A.R.47*-dcmonftrated  by  reafons  equally  ftrong  and  fenfiblc, 
^lof'  that  they  were  going  to  ruin  all  the  glory  Rome  had 
hitherto  acquired  by  a  fhamcful  treaty.    Then,  tranf- 
ported  with  a  noble   indignation  :    "  What,"    faid 
he,  *'  arc  become  of  thofe  lofty  difcourfes  which  you 
"  held,  and  which  have  b€en  re-^cchoed  throughout 
"  the  earth,  that  if  Alexander  the  Great  had  come  to 
"  Italy  in  the  time  of  our  youth,  and  in  the  vigour  of 
**  our  fathers  years,  he  would  not  have  acquired  the 
*'  reputation  of  invincible  •,  but  that  he  would  have 
"  added  new  glory  to  Rome,  either  by  his  flight  or 
"  his  death  ?  And  do  you  now  tremble  at  the  bare 
*'  name  of  a  Pyrrhus,  who  has  paffed  his  life  in  mak- 
Ptolomy.   "  ing  his  court  to  one  of  Alexander's  guards,  who 
"  wanders  like  an  adventurer  from  country  to  coun- 
,  "  try,   to   ftiun  the  enemies  he  has  at  home-,,  and 
**  has  tlie  infolence  to  promife  you  the  conqueft  of 
**  Italy  with  the  fame  troops  that  have  not  been  able 
"  to  preferve  him  a  fmall  part  of  Macedonia."     He 
faid  abundance  of  other  things  to  the  fame  cficA, 
which  re-animated  the  Roman  generofity,   and   dif- 
pelled  all  the  fears  of  the  Senate. 

*  Cato,  or  rather  Cicero,  ufes  this  example  of  Ap-  ^ 
pius,  to  prove,  that  age  does  not  make  men  incapable' 
of  being  ufeful  to  their  country.  Great  affairs  are  not 
efFefted  by  ftrcngth  and  aftivity  of  body,  but  by  good 
fcnfe,  right  reafon,  and  wife  counfels,  founded  in  long 
experience ;  advantages  which  age,  fo  far  from  im- 
pairing, augments  and  confirms.  To  what  is  the  good 
fleering  of  a  veflel  owing  ?  Is  it  to  the. crew  who  run 
up  and  down,  and  are  always  in  motion,  or  to  the  Ikill 
of  the  pilot,  who  fecms  quiet  and  idle,  whilft  he  ma- 
nages the  helm  ?  This  is  what  AppiOs  did  on  the  oc- 

•  Nihil  afFerunt,  qui  in  re  gerenda  vcrfari  (ene&utem  negant,  fimi- 
lefqiie  funt,  ut  fi  qui  gubernatorem  in  navigando  agere  nihil  cUcant, 
cum  alii  malos  fcandant,  alii  per  foros  curfitent,  alii  fentinam  exhau- 
riant :  ille  autem  clavum  tenens,  fedeat  in  puppi  quietus.  Non  ^cit 
ca  qux  Juvenes  :  at  vero  multo  majora  &  meliora  tacit.    Non  viribtis 

aut  cclcritate  corporis  res  magnae  geruntur,  fed  confitioy  au^ri- 

tate,  Sc  reiiteniia:  quibus  non  mode  non  orbari,  fed  etiam  augeri  fe- 
nc^liis  folet.    Cic.  de  Senedt.  6. 
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cafion  in  queftion.  His  authority  fwayed  the  whole  ^•^•47»* 
Senate.  By  their  common  confent  and  unanimous  ^l'^^  ' 
voices  the  following  anfwer  was  given  to  Cineas, 
"  That  Pyrrhus  fhould  begin  by  quitting  Italy. 
That  then,  if  he  thought  fit,  he  might  fend  to  afk 
peace.  But  that,  as  long  as  he  Ihould  continue  in 
their  country  in  arms,  the  Romans  would  make  war 
againft  him  with  all  their  forces,  even  though  he  had 
beat  a  thoufand  Levinus's." 

We  fee  here  fome  of  thofe  grand  ftrokes  which 
chara<5lerize  the  Roman  people,  as  well  as  Tome  of 
the  great  principles  of  policy,  which  raifed  them  to 
fo  high  a  point  of  power  and  reputation';  "  Never  to 
give  way  to  an  enemy,  in  adverfity  ;  and  to  ftiew  at 
that  time  more  courage  and  loftinefs  than  ever." 

Cineas  had  received  orders  to  quit  Rome  the  fame 
day,  and  he  did  fo.  The  Senate's  anfwer  ftrangely 
furprizcd  Pyrrhus.  So  amazing  a  conftancy,  which 
he  was  far  from  expcfting,  fhewed  him  that  he  ill 
knew  the  Roman  people,  and  that  thofe  who  had 
flattered  him  they  were  entirely  difcouraged  by  their 
defeat,  had  given  him  a  falfe  idea  of  them.  When 
he  aiked  Cineas,  what  he  thought  of  the  Senate  and 
Rome  during  his  ftay  there ;  that  wife  minifter,  who 
was  not  accuftomed  to  flatter,  and  who  had  a  matter 
to  deal  with  that  did  not  require  adulation,  replied  : 
"  That  the  city  feemed  to  him  a  temple,  and  the 
Senate  an  aflTembly  of  Kings."  Noble  and  jyft  idea 
of  both  the  one  and  the  other  !  fo  much  were  the  Gods 
univcrlally  refpefted  in  Rome,  and  fo  much  dignity 
and  grandeur  were  there  in  the  deliberations  of  that 
auguil  body.  And  as  to  the  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, which  he  had  obferved  in  their  cities  and 
countries,  Cineas  told  him,  "  That  he  much  feared 
Pyrrhus  was  fighting  with  an  Hydra  of  Lerna,  whom 
iu  very  loflfes  would  multiply  and  ftrengthcn." 
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S  E  C  T.     IV. 

Ccujus  cf  the  Roman  citizais.  Secoitd  buttle  with  Fyrrhus 
near  Afadum.  Fabrtcius  the  Confitl  informs  Pyrrhus 
that  his  p'yftcian  had  offered  top&ifon  him.  Pyrrhus 
gees  to  Sicily  to  cffijl  the  Syracufans  againjl  the  Car- 
thdgiriians.  The  latter  renew  the  treaty  with  the  Ro- 
nians^  Rajh  enterprize  of  the  new  Confuls.  Rufinus 
takes  Crotona  and  Locri.  Pyrrhus  quits  Sidfyy  and 
returns  to  Italy.  Citizen  punifhed  for  refujing  to  lift. 
Third  and  laft  battle  with  Pyrrhus :  viSlory  gained  by 
Curius.  Famous  triumph  cf  that  ConfuL  Pyrrhus  de^ 
ccives  hJs  allies^  and  fteals  away  from  Italy.  Cenfor- 
Jbip  remarkable  for  great  feverities. 

A.R.473.  ^HIS  year  the  Ccnfus  was  compleated  by  aPlc- 
Aiit.  c,  -I  beian  Cenfor  for  the  firft  time.  The  number  of 
tlie  citizens  amounted  to  two  hundred  and  feventy-two^ 
thoui'and  two  hundred  and  twenty-two.  This  cere- 
mony was  performed  with  pomp  and  rites  of  religion. 
The.minifter  in  them  was  one  of  the  Cenfors,  to  whom 
it  gave  a  pre-eminence  in  point  of  honour  and  diftinc- 
tion  over  his  coUegue.  Though  the  Plebeians  had 
been  admitted  to  the  Cenforfliip  fixty-eight  years,  no 
Plebeian  Cenfor  had  ever  afted  in  this  funftion  hi- 
therto. 

Plin.  1. 3.  j^x,  this  time  may  be  dated  the  pretended  projeft 
of  Pyrrhus  for  laying  abridge  over  the  lea  between 
Hydruntum  (Otranto)  and  ApoUonia,  to  facilitate  the 
paffage  and  commerce  between  Epirus  and  Italy. 
The  paflage,  according  to  Pliny,  was  fifty  miles. 
The  enterprize  was  abfurd,  but  much  in  Pyrrhus*s 
charafter,  who,  as  well  as  Nero,  was  fond  of  bold  and 

Ann.'i.i5.  extraordinary  projects  :  iKcredibilium  cuptqr*   • 

C.  '42. 

A.R.473.         p.  SuLPicius  Savbrrio, 

Ant.  C.  P.  DeCI US  MUS. 


aSo. 


c. 


Tacit. 


^79r 


lyrrhus,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  had  taken 
the  field,  and  entered  Apulia,  ^here  he  had  already 
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taken  fome  cities.     The  new  Confuls   arrived  there  A.  R. 4.7 3. 
foon  after  with  two  Confular  armies,  and  halted  at  ^"J*  ^' 
Afculum  near  the  eoemy.     Every  thing  denounced  an  Frcinih, 
approaching  battle,  and   both  fides  prepared  for  it.  |j3-c.35. 
The  armies  were  feparatedonly  by  a  river.     A  report  Zoiw.1,7. 
fpread  that  the  Conful  Decius,  after  the  example  of  ^-  5- 
h's  father  and  grandfather,  intended  to  devote  himfelf 
for  his  country;  which  terrified  the  army  of  Pyrrhus. 
He  re-aflured  his  foldiers,  and  told  them  that  viftory 
was  not  obtained  by  devoting  one's  felf,  but  by  fight- 
ing valiantly.     And  to  remove  all  caufe  of  fear,  after 
telling  them  in  what  manner  the  Conful  would  be  ha^ 
bited,  in  cafe  he  devoted  himfelf,   he  gave  them  no- 
tice .not  to  difcharge  their  darts  at  him,  but  to  take  him 
alive.     Zonaras  adds,  that  Pyrrhus  fent  to  tell  Decius 
not  to  think   of  devoting  himfelf;  for  if  he  did,  he 
would  have  caufe  to  repent  it. 

The  Confuls,  in  order  to  be  in  a  condition  to  give 
battle,  caufed  Pyrrhus  to  be  alked,  whether  he  would 
pafs  the  river,  pr  expeft  them  on  his  fide.  He  chofe 
the  latter.'  The  two  armies  were  equal  both  as  to 
number  and  valour,  and  each  confided  of  forty 
thoufand  men.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great 
obftinacy.  The  Romans  fuftained  the  phalanx  of 
Pyrrhus,  which  was  the  moil  terrible  part  of  his  army, 
with  abundance  of  courage.  The  elephants,  which 
were  no  longer  new  to  them,  gave  them  lefs  trouble. 
The  ardour  and  refolutions  of  both  armies  were  great, 
and  it  was  very  hard  to  feparate  them,  which  was 
not  done  till  night,  and  after  Pyrrhus  had  been  wound- 
ed in  the  arm  with  a  javelin,  and  his  baggage  plunder- 
ed by  the  Apulians.  Nothing  certain  can  be  faid  of 
the  fuccefs,  fo  much  authors  differ  on  that  head.  The 
moft  probable  opinion  is,  that  the  lofs  was  great,  and 
almoft  equal  on  both  fides.  It  is  not  known  whether. 
Decius  devoted  himfelf  or  not.  Cicero  in  more  places  -^^^ . 
than  one,  affirms  the  firfl:.  The  lofs  of  the  books  of  37. 
Livy,  where  the  matters  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  i^Fin% 
were  treated  at  large,  occafions  great  uncertainty  and*'  '^^ 
^bfcufity  in  this  place.     Whatever  the  event  of  this 
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battle  near  Afculum  might  be,  there  was  no  other 
aftion  this  year.  New  Confuls  were  however  nomU> 
nated  at  Rome.  ■ 

A.R.474*         C,  Fabricius  Luscinus  II. 
»7»»  Qv  -^MJ^'us  Papus  II. 

Thefc  two  illuftrioiis  Confuls  had  already  been 
collegues  in  this  office.  Whilft  they  were  encamped, 
a  ftranger  came  to  Fabricius  with  a  letter  from  the 
King's  phyfician,  who  offered  to  poifon  Pyrrhus,  if 
the  Romans  would  give  him  a  reward  proportioned 
to  the  fervice  he  (hould  do  them,  in  terminating  fo 
great  a  war  without  any  danger  to  them.  Fabricius, 
retaining  the  fame  fund  of  probity  and  juftice  inthe 
midft  of  war,  which  furnifhes  fo  many  pretexts  for 
violating  both,  and  knowing,  that  there  are  inviolable 
rights  in  refpeft  even  to  enemies,  was  ftruck  with 
juft  horror  at  fuch  a  propofal.  As  he  had  not  fuffered 
himfelf  to  be  overcome  by  the  King's  gold,  he  be- 
lieved alfo,  that  it  was  infamous  to  conquer  the  King 
by  poifon.  After  having  conferred  upon  it  with  his 
coUegue  -ffimilius,  he  immediately  wrote  to  Pyrrhus, 
to  advife  him  to  be  upon  his  guard  againit  fo  black 
^     a  treachery.   His  letter  was  conceived  in  thefe  terms. 


CAIUS  FABRICIUS,  and  QUINTUS  ^MILIUS, 
Consuls: 

TO  KING   PYRRHUS, 
Health. 

««  YOU  feem  to  judge  ill  both  of  your  friends  and 
f*  enemies ;  and  you  will  agree  with  us  in  this,  wheni 
•^  you  have  read  the  letter,  which  has  been  wrote  to 
*'  us.  For  you  will  fee,  that  you  make  war  upon  a 
*^  people  of  worth  and  honour,  and  repofe  your  whole 
"  confidence  in  the  vile  and  perfidious.  It  is  not  only 
J*  out  of  regard  to  you  that  we  fend  you  this  advice, 
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M  but  to  ourfelvcs,  that  your  death  may  not  give  oc-  ^•^♦* 
**  cafion  for  calumniating  us ;  and  that  the  world  may     J^\^ '' 
*<  not  think  we  had  recourfe  to  treachery,  becaufe  we 
««  defpaired  of  being  able  to  terminate  this  war  hap- 
"  pily  by  our  valour." 

Fyrrhus  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  cried  out :  * 
*«  This  is  Fabricius  ^  it  is  eafier  to  make  the  fun  quit 
«  his  courfe,  than  to  make'  him  depart  from  juftice 
*«  and  probity."  When  he  had  fully  difcovered  the 
truth  of  the  fadt  mentioned  in  the  letter,  he  punifhed 
Jiis  phyfician  with  death.  And  to  teftify  his  grati- 
tude to  Fabricius  and  the  Romans,  he  fent  the  Con- 
ful  all  the  prifoncrs  he  had  taken  without  ranfom, 
^d  deputed  Cineas  to  him  again,  to  endeavour  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  him.  The  Romans,  who  would 
neither  accept  a  favour  from  the  enemy,  nor  a  reward 
for  not  having  committed  the  moft  abominable  injuf- 
tice  againft  him,  did  not  refufe  the  prifoners,  but  re- 
turned them  a  like  number  of  Tarentines  and  Sam- 
pites.  And  as  to  what  regarded  the  treaw^  of  peace 
and  amity,  they  adhered  to  the  firft  anlwer  of  the 
Senate. 

Seneca,  in  comparing  the  aftion  of  Fabricius,  of 
which  we  have  juft  fpoke,  with  his  noble  difintercfted- 
ncfs  in  refufing  the  offers  of  Pyrrhus,  and  f  reprefent- 
\ng  him  as  a  man  truly  worthy  of  admiration,  who 
adhered  inviolably  to  the  principles  of  probity,  who 
Jhewed  himfelf  juft  and  virtuous  in  the  midft  of  the 
licentioufnefs  of  wars,  and  who  knew  that  there  arc 
rules  of  honour  even  in  regard  to  enemies,  which 
cannpt  be  violated  without  guilt :  Seneca,  I  fay,  had 
reafon  to  conclude.  That  not  to  fuffer  himfelf  to'  be 
conquered  by  gold,  and  to  difdain  to  conquer  by  poi- 
ibn,  are  two  aftions  which  arife  from  the  fame  fund, 
the  fame  greatnefe  of  foul.  Ejufdem  animi  fuit^  auro 
mn  vincij  veneno  naa  vincere.  ) 

•  Hie  eft  ille  Fabricius,  qui  difficilius  ab  itlnere  jufti  tc  faonefti, 
quam  a  curfu  fuo.  fol  avert!  poflit.    Bute  op. 

t  Admirati  fumus  ingentem  virum*— — boni  exempli  tenacem? 
^uod  difficillimum  eft,  in  oello  innocenteiQy  qiu  aliquod  eiTe  crederet 
ietiam  in  hofte  nefas.    Sen.  £p.  lao. 

The 
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A.R.474'  The  fame*  Seneca  alks,  whether  that  illuftrious 
*^^8^  Roman  was  very  unfortunate,  or  much  to  be  lamented^ 
for  cultivating  his  little  eftate  with  his  own  hands, 
when  not  employed  by  the  Commonwealth,  for  mak- ' 
ine  war  no  lefs  againft  riches  than  Pyrrhiis,  and  for 
being  contented  with  the  herbs  and  roots  for  his  whole 
food,  which  his  triumphant  hands  had  planted  and 
watered  in  his  field  ? 

He  afks  almoft  the  fame  queftion  in  refpefl:  toCu- 
rius.  Can  f  we  believe,  fays  he,  that  our  Diftator, 
who  gave  the  Samnitcs  audience,  whilft  he  was  dref- 
fing  his  herbs  over  the  fire  with  the  fame  hands  that 
had  fo  often  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  and  placed  the 
triumphal  laurel  in  the  lap  of  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  led 
a  lefs  happy  life  than  the  famous  Apiciusof  our  time, 
who  fetting  himfelf  up  for  the  great  profeflbr  of  good 
eating  and  drinking,  has  infefted  and  corrupted  the 
whole  age  by  his  unhappy  fkill  in  gluttony  ? 

The  ancients  took  great  care  to  fet  their  juft  value 
upon  thefe  truly  eftimablc  adtions,  and  to  perpetuate 
the  remembrance  of  them.  It  is  not  the  fame  amongft 
u3,  with  whom  the  moft  memorable  fails  often  re- 
main buried  in  obfcurity.     Lewis  XI.  caufed  his  per- 

Comin.iv.  petual  enemy,  Charles  the  Bold,  Duke  of  Burgimdy, 

13-  to  be  informed  of  the  treachery  of  Campobaflb  the 

Italian. 

I  return  to  Pyrrhus.  He  was  in  great  perplexity. 
Having  loft  his  beft  troops  and  braveft  officers,  he 
rightly  perceived  that  he  could  not  fet^a  new  army 
on  foot  like  the  Romans,  who  J  even  from  their  de- 
feat derived  new  forces  and  new  ardor  to  continue  the 

•  Infelix  eft  Fabricius,  quod  i*U8  fuum»  quantum  a  Rep.  vacavit, 
fodit  ?  quod  belhim  tarn  cum  Pyrrho,  quam  cum  divitiis  gcrit?  quod 
ad  foe  urn  coenat  tllas  ipfas  radices  *&  herbas,  quas  in  agro  repurgando 
triuraphalis  fenex  vuliit.     Senec.  de  Provid.  cap.  3. 

f  Scilicet  minus  beatc  vivebat  Dictator  nofter>  qui  Samnitium  lega- 
tes audit,  ciim  viliffimiim  cibiim  in  foco  ipfe  manu  fua  verfaret,  ilia 
qua  jam  fapc  hbftcm  percufferat,  laureamquein  Capitolini  Jovisgre- 
mio  repofuerat ;  quam  Apicius  noftra  memoria  vixit !  qui  fcientiam 
popins  profefius,  difciplina  fua  feculum  infecit.  Senec.  dc  Coixfol. 
ad  Halicam.  c.  10. 

t  Ab  ipfo  ducit  opes  animuraque  fcrro.    Ho  rat, 

war. 
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^pfar;  Whilft  thefe  fad  thoughts  engroffcd  him,  and  A.  R.  4.74- 
he  faw  fcarce  any  refource,  and  no  honourable  me-  ^^i^^* 
thod  for  extricating  himfelf  from  'an  enterprize,  in 
which  he  had  engaged  too  inconliderately,  a  ray  of 
hope  and  good  fortune  revived  his  courage.  On  the 
one  fide,  deputies  arrived  from  Sicily,  who  came  to 
put  Syracufe,  Agrigentum,  and  Leontium,  into  his 
hands,  and  to  implore  his  aid  againfl:  the  Carthagini- 
ans. On  the  other,  couriers  from  Greece  brought  him 
advice,  that  Macedonia  feemed  to  hold  out  her  hands, 
and  to  offer  him  her  throne.  He  determined  for  Si- 
cily, and  without  lofs  of  time  fcnt  Cineas  thither  be- 
fore him,  to  treat  with  the  people  who  called  him  in  to 
their  aid,  and  to  aflure  them  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately follow  in  perfon.  Then,  leaving  a  ^reat  garri- 
fbn  in  Tarentum  againft  the  confent  of  the  mhabitants, 
who  iaw  with  pain  that  Pyrrhus  abandoned  and  how- 
ever kept  them  in  fubjeftion,  he  promifed  them,  in 
cafe  they  were  preffed  by  the  Romans,  to  fly  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  to  their  ^id,  which  he  could 
eaiily  do,  as  he  was  very  near  them.  He  had  been 
two  years  and  four  months  in  Italy. 

Befides  the  hope  of  making  himfelf  mafter  of  fo  juftin. 
powerful  an  ifland,  he  defired  to  be  revenged  on  the  xvjii. ». 
Carthaginians,  who  had  openly  declared  againft  him.  ui.V?^*** 
They  had  fent  Mago  with  an  hundred  and  twenty 
galleys,  to  offer  their  fervice,  and  that  of  their  fleet 
to  the  Romans  againft  Pyrrhus,  obferving  that  againft 
a  foreign  enemy,  a  foreign  aid  feemed  fufficiently  for 
their  intereft.     Their  offers  were  not  accepted  :  the 
Senate  anfwered,  that  Rome  \3ndert00k  no  war  (he 
was  not  capable  of  terminating  with  her  own  forces. 
However,  the  treaty  between  the  two  States  was  re-  Poiyb.  iii. 
newed  now  for  the  fourth  time.     To  the  former  arti- 
cles was  added,  "  That  whether  the  Romans  or  Car-  • 
thaginians  made  a  treaty  with  Pyrrhus,  it  fhould  be 
exprefsly  mentioned  in  it,  that  the  two  people  Ihould 
be  at  liberty  to  aid  each  other,  when  either  of  them 
fliould  be  attacked :  That  in  fuch  cafe,  the  Carthagi- 
nians fhould  furnifh  ihips  i  that  each  people  fhould 
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A.  R.  474*  pay  their  own  troops  :  That  thofe  of  the  Carthagini- 
^\f*  ans  Ihould  aflfift  the  Romans  by  fea,  but  that  they 
Ihould  not  be  obliged  to  quit  their  (hips  againft  their 
will/*  The  Carthaginians  offered  fo  powerful  an  aid 
to  the  Romans  not  fo  much  out  of  confideration  for 
them,  as  to  make  Pyrrhus  incapable  of  going  to  Si- 
cily, and  to  prevent  him  from  interfering  in  their  con* 
quefts  there, 

*  Pyrrhus's  abfence  gave  the  Confuls  opportunity  t6 
acquire  fome  advantages  over  the  Hetrurians,  Luca* 
nians,  Brutians  and  Simpites. 

A.R.47S*         p.  Cornelius  Rufinus  II. 
^yy,  ■  C.  Junius  Bhutus  II. 

Cic.  de         Rufinus  was  generally  efteemed  for  his  military  abi- 
^6^^'  ^^'   li^^s,  and  as  generally  decried  for  his  avarice  and  paf- 
Aul.  Gell.  fion  for  enriching  himfelf,  that  occafioned  his  com- 
iv.  8.       mitting  abundance  of  oppreffiohs,  which  had  made 
Fabricius,  that  great  lover  of  poverty,  his  declared 
enemy.     It  was  however  the  fame  Fabricius,  who  by 
his  credit  occafioned  Rufinus  to  be  nominated  Conful^ 
becaufe  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  the  Commonwealth 
wanted  a  good  general,  and  none  of  thofe  who  ftood 
for  that  office,  feemed  to  him  to  have  the  neceffary 
talents.     When  *  Rufinus  came  to  thank  him  for  it, 
quite  aftonifhed  at  an  intereft  he  fo  little  expeded^ 
Fabricius  told  hjm,  "  My  reafon  for  fuch  a  conduit 
*'  is,  becaufe  I  had  rather  be  plundered  by  the  Con- 
*^  ful,  than  fold  by  the  enemy.'* 
Frcinfii.        The  Confuls  left  the  Tafentines  quiet  for  fome 
xiv.  I.      jjj^g^  jjj  Qj.jgj.  ^Q  attack  the  Samnites.     The  latter 
finding,  that  the  whole  weight  of  the  war  fell  upon 
them ;  that  their  country  was  deftroyed ;  and  that  they 
could  not  refill  fuch  numerous  troops ;  thought  pro- 
per to  take  refuge,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and 

•  Cum  Fabricio  P.  Corndius,  homo»  ut  exiftimabatur,  avarus,  & 
.   furaxy  fed  egregie  fortis  8c  bonus  imperator,  gratias  ageret,  quod  fe 
homo  inimicu3  Confulem  feciflct,  beilo  praeiertim  magno  &  gravi : 
nihil  eft  quo  mihi  gratias  agas,  Inquit  -,  fe  malui  compiTari  quam  ve- 
nire.   Cic.  %.  de  Orat.  %69,    Aul,  Cell.  IV.  S. 
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moft  valuable  cfFcAs,  upon  very  high  and  ftecp  moun- A,  R:  475. 
tains.     The  Romans  full  of  contempt  for  enemies  that  ^^'  ^* 
fled  before  them,  undertook  to  attack  them  there,  but      ^^* 
without  obierving  any  order,  and  taking  any  precautions. 
Their  temerity  coil  them  dear.  The  Samnites,  purfuing 
them  with  voUies  of  darts  and  ftones  in  difficult  places, 
killed  a  confiderable  number  of  them.   •  Many  fell 
down  the  precipices,  and  were  miferably  dafhed  to 
pieces.     Others  who  could  neither  efcape  nor  defend 
themfclvcs  were  taken  alive.     The  lofe  was  great,  and 
the  fliame  ftill  more  lb.     The  Confuls  di^on tented 
with  each  other,  and  each  attributing  the  difadvantage 
they  had  fuftained  to  his  coUegue,  divided  in  hopes 
of  fucceeding  better,  when  they  afted  feparately,  and 
in  their  own  names.     Brutus  continued  with  his  le- 
gions in  Samnium  •,  and  Rufinus  advanced  into  the 
territories  of  the  Lucanians  and  Brutians.     The  firft 
thing  he  did  there,  was  to  ruin  the  country ;  after 
which  he  formed  the  defign  of  a  more  important  en- 
terprize.     This  was  the  fiege  of  Crotona,  a  very  great 
and  rich  city,  fituate  at  the  extremity  of  Italy,  near 
the  promontory  of  Lacinium,  through  which  the  river 
/Efarus  ran.    He  did  not  rely  upon  taking  it  by  force,    . 
but  by  intelligence,  as  he  had  been  given  reafon  to 
hope,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were  highly  diflatisfied 
with  Pyrrhus.     He  would  undoubtedly  have  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  it ;  but  the  Crotoniates,   whether 
they  fufpedted  any  thing,  or  had  been  apprized  of  the 
con^iracy,  had  caufed  aid  to  come  from  Tarentum. 
Ru&nus,  who  was  not  informed  of  this,  having  ap- 
proached the  walls  with  too  much  fecurity,  that  new 
reinforcement  of  Lucanians  commanded  by  Nicoma-  . 
chus,  and  fupported  by  the  garrifon,  made  a  terrible 
falley  upon  the  Conful,  put  him  into  diforder,  and 
killed  abundance  of  his  troops.    He  quitted  the  fiege, 
and  prepared  to  march  away  direftly.     That  news 
ibon  fpread  in  Crotona.     At  the  fame  inftant  a  pri- 
foncr  who  had  efcaped  from  the  enemy's  camp,  arrived, 
and  declared  that  Rufinus  was  going  to  attack  Locri, 
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A.R.475.  in  cffeft  of  a  promife  made  to  open  the  gates  to  him. 
^^77.^*  Another  arrived  prcfently  after,  who  added,  that  the 
army  of  the  enemy  was  upon  the  march.  And  ac- 
cordincly  the  enfigns  and  troops  were  feen  at  diftance 
in  mouon  upon  the  way  that  led  to  Locri.  No  time 
was  loft.  Nicomachus  fet  out  with  his  Lucanians  by 
by-ways  to  aid  Locri.  The  march  of  Rufinus  was 
only  a  feint.  He  returned  immediately,  fell  fuddenly 
on  Crotona,  and  made  himfelf  mafter  of  it,  almoft 
before  the  inhabitants  knew  he  was  come  back ;  a 
thick  fog  which  rofe  very  opportunely  for  him  having 
favoured  him  fo  much.  Nicomachus  did  not  difcover 
his  blind  credulity,  till  it  was  too  late  to  retrieve  it ; 
and  to  compleat  his  misfortune,  when  he  returned  to 
Tarentum,  he  was  attacked  by  Rufinus,  loft  part  of 
his  troops,  and  efcaped  himfelf  with  great  difficulty. 
Upon  this  news,  the  inhabitants  of  Locri,  who  fuf- 
fered  the  yoke  of  Pyrrhus  with  impatience,  furrendered 
themfelves  to  the  Romans.  Rufinus,  on  his  return  to 
Rome,  received  the  honour  of  a  triumph. 

A.R.476.          Qj^  Fabius  Maximus  Gurg£S  IL 
476,  '  C.  Genucius  Clepsika. 

The  Samnites,  Lucanians,  and  Brutians  were  vi- 
goroufly  preffed  by  tHe  two  Confuls.  Reduced  to 
great  extremities  they  fent  deputies  to  Pyrrhus,  to  let 
him  know  that  if  he  did  not  aid  them  immediately, 
they  were  utterly  undone :  that  they  could  fupportthe 
Romans  no  longer,  arid  that  to  prevent  their  entire 
ruin,  they  Ihould  be  obliged  to  furrender  themfelves. 
This  deputation  arrived  very  happily  to  extricate  him 
out  of  the  difficulty  he  was  under.  Every  thing  had 
at  firft  fucceeded  in  Sicily  beyond  what  he  could  have 
cxpefted.  Thofe  good  fucceffes  were  as  much  the 
fruits  of  his  mildnefs,  generofity,  and  infinuating  be- 
haviour, as  of  his  valour  and  ability  in  the  art  ofwar. 
Great  profperity  is  great  temptation.  It  corrupted  in 
him  thofe  amiable  qualities,  and  made  them  degene- 
rate into  haughtinefs,  rigour,  and  even  cruelty,  and 
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rendered  him  odious  and  infupportable  to  the  States  A.  R,  476, 
of  Sicily.     In  confcquence  of  this  general  difguft  ^h^* 
every  thin^  tended  to  a  revolution  far  from  advanta- 
geous to  him.     He  therefore  was  overjoyed  with  hav- 
ing an  honourable  pretext  for  leaving  Sicily.     On 
quitting  it,  reflefting  upon  the  happy  fituation  of  the  • 
ifland,  and  the  riches  of  its  cities  :  '*  O  my  friends," 
laid  he  to  thofe  who  furrounded  him,  "  what  a  fine 
**  field  of  battle  do  we  leave  to  the  Romans  and  Car- 
**  thaginians  ?** 

In  Ms  pafiage  he  was  attacked  and  defeated  firfl  by 
the  Carthaginians,  and  afterwards  by  the  Mamertines, 
and  driven  by  a  violent  ftorm,  which  deftroyed  part 
of  his  fleet :  he  did  not  arrive  at  Tarentum  with  twenty 
thoufand  foot  and  three  thoufand  horfe,  till  after  hav- 
ing undergone  many  misfortunes  and  difafters* 

Rome  in  the  mean  time  was  much  afBided  with  a 
plague.  To  get  rid  of  it,  a  ceremony,  of  which  we 
have  fpoken  before,  was  employed,  which  was  to  drive 
a  nail  into  the  temple  of  Jupiter  in  the  Capitol;  and^ 
for  that  purpofe  a  Dictator  was  exprefsly  nominated, 
who  was,  as  is  believed,  Cornelius  Rufinus. 

M'  CURIUS  DeNTATUS  II.  A.R.4.T7. 

L.  Cornelius  Lentulus.  a;*^. 

The  war  was  another  fcourge,  which  had  laftedVa'.Max. 
many  years,  and  of  which  every  body  was  very  ^**  5- 
weary  ;  fo  that  when  Curius  was  for  making  the  levies 
as  ufual  in  the  Capitol,  and  ordered  the  Citizens  whom 
he  thought  proper  to  lift,  to  be  called  by  name,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  none  of  them  anfwered.  He  be- 
lieved, that  to  put  a  ftop  to  that  diforder,  the  good  of 
the  public  required  an  example  to  be  made.  Accord- 
ingly he  ordered  the  names  of  all  the  tribes  to  be  put 
into  an  urn  :  and  the  lot  having  fallen  upon  the  tribe 
Pollia,  aiid  afterwards  by  a  fccond  operation  of  the 
like  nature,  upon  a  certain  citizen  of  that  tribe,  he 
caufed  him  to  be  fummoned  to  lift  feveral  times  fuc- 
ceflively.     As  he  did  not  comply,  he  ordered  his  ef- 
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A-R^477.fe6b  to  be  fold.  Upon  that  he  immediately  ran  and 
,^' ^*  appealed  to  the  Tribunes,  who  paid  no  regard  to  his 
appeal.  The  Conful  then  having  declared,  that  the 
Commonwealth  had  no  occafion  for  a  citizen  who  re-* 
fufed  her  his  obedience,  fold  both  his  eftate  and  him-^ 
fclf.  This  afterwards  became  a  cuftom.  Such  fevc- 
rity  was  ufeful.  The  levies  were  made  diredtly,  and 
the  Confuls  fet  out,  Lentulus  for  Lucania,  and  Cu- 
rius  for  Samnium. 

Pyrrhus  immediately  quitted  Tarentum,  and  took 
the  field  in  order  to  march  ^ainft  Curius.  The  Sam- 
nitcs  retained  a  fecret  refentment  for  his  having  aban- 
\doned  them  to  go  to  Sicily,  and  did  not  fiimilh  him 
with  the  troops  he  demanded  without  difficulty.  But 
their  own  intereft,  and  the  danger  they  were  in,  deter- 
mined them  to  comply.  He  divided  his  army  inta 
two  bodies.  The  one  he  fent  into  Lucania,  to  oppofe 
Lentulus  who  was  there,  and  to  prevent  him  from 
marching  to  the  aid  of  his  coUegue^  As  to  him,  with 
the  fecond  body  he  marched  againft  M'  Curius,  who 
was  intrenched  in  an  advantageous  poft  near  the  city 
of  Beneventum,  in  expectation  of  the  aid  which  wa^ 
to  come  from  Lucania. 

For  this  reafon  Pyrrhus  made  hafte  to  attack  him. 
He  chofe  the  beft  of  his  troops,  and  the  moft  warlike 
and  beft  provided  of  his  elephants,  and  fet  out  in  the 
dofe  of  the  evenirfg  to  furprize  him  in  his  camp.  But 
early  the  next  morning  the  Romans  difcovered  him  as 
he  was  coming  down  the  mountains,  on  which  night 
and  the  difficulty  of  the  way  had  detained  him  longer 
than  he  expefted.  Curius  quitted  his  entrenchments 
with  fome  troops,  and  charged  the  firft  he  came  up 
with.  Having  put  them  to  flight  with  lofs,  all  the' 
reft  were  feized  with  terror.  A  great  number  of  them 
were  killed,  and  fome  elephants  taken. 

This  fuccefs  emboldened  the  Conful  to  make  his 
army  quit  their  poft  in  order  to  come  to  a  general 
adtion  in  the  open  field.  He  had  at  firft  the  advan- 
tage on  one  of  his  wings,  and  put  the  enemy  into  dif- 
order.     Pyrrhus  then  had  rccourfe  to  his  elephants, 
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.  ftdci  by  their  means  made  the  other  wing  give  way,  ^^-^t;* 
Und  pufhed  ic  as  far  as  the  body  of  rcfcrvei  He  there  ^7  j« 
found  good  troops  in  arms  and  quite  frefh.  They 
had  learnt  in-  the  laft  battle,  that  not  only  arms,  but 
fire  particularly,  was  neceflary  to  be  ufed  for  repulf- 
ing  the  elephants.  For  diat  purpofe  they  had  con- 
trived a  machine  refembling  a  dart,  of  which  the  hol-^ 
low  iron  was  filled  and  wrapt  round  with  combuftibles, 
as  pitch,  tow,  and  the  like.  At  the  extremity  the  ma- 
chine had  a  point  in  order  to  its  fticking  faft.  They 
difcharged  tbefe  inftruments  lighted  againft  the  backs 
and  towers  of  the  elephants,  and  whether  they  ftuck 
to  the  fleih  or  the  tower,  they  continued  burning,  and 
ftrangcly  tormented  ^  thofe  artimalsi  Others  pierced 
them  with  their  pikes  and  darts.  All  together  forced 
the  elephants  to  turn  their  backs  upon  their  own  bat- 
talions: which  occafioned  fuch  a  confufion,  and  fa 
great  a  difofder,  that  the  Romfans  at  lalt  gained  a 
compleat  viftory* 

The  Romans  killed  twenty *-iix  thbufand  of  the  ene* 
my  in  this  battle,  and.  took  thirteen  hundred,  with 
eight  elephants.  Pyrrhus  efcaped  to  Tarenuim  with 
a  finall  number  of  horfe^  His  camp  was  taken.  The 
dilpofition  of  it  was  admired,  and  afterwards  ufed  by 
the  Romans.  *  Anciently  they  and  the  other  nations 
of  Italy  had  no  camp  marked  out,  the  foldiers  pitching 
their  tents  after*  the  manner  of  fhepherds,  without  ob- 
ferving  lines  or  any  other  precaution,  except  not  re- 
moving^ too  far  from  their  own  corps.  Pyrrhus  was 
the  Bx^  who  gave  them  the  example  of  inclofing  the 
whole  army  Within  the  compafs  of  the  fame  camp  ; 
the  poll  of  each  body  of  troops  being  marked  out  in 
.fixed  places  with  wonderful  order.  The  Romans,  in 
procefs  of  time,  made  great .  impfovements  in  that 
part  of  inilitary  knowledge  which  relates  to  encamp- 

mentSi 
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*  *  Cbifbn  ainti^uilius  Romani  eetenKciTle  gentel  piidim,|Sec  cof pAT^  90* 
liortiuBi  velut  mapalia  conitituere  foliti  eraiit,  cum  lobs  urbium  rau- 
t-M  noflet  *ntiquitM.  .  Pyrrhus,  SpirotWum  rex,  prijODus  totun?  «ter- 
citttxnfabjeodnn  vallojcontinereiioftituitf    Frontim;.!.  4.  c,  1. 
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A.R.477.     This  lafl:  viftory  over  Pyrrhus  may  be  faid  in  fomc- 
^!'/^'  fenfc  to  have  been  worth  the  conqucft  of  all  nations 
to  the  Romans,  or  at  lead  to  have  contributed  much 
towards  it.     For  the  valour  they  fhewed  in  this  battle, 
and  the  great  things  they  had  done  in  the  others, 
againft  fuch  an  enemy  as  Pyrrhus,  infinitely  augment- 
ed their  reputation,  forces,   and  confidence  in  them- 
felves,  and  caufed  them  to  be  confidered  as  invincible. 
By  the  vidtory  over  Pyrrhus,  they  became  the  indif- 
putable  mailers  of  all  Italy  between  the  two  feas. 
Sicily  foon  followed,  where  the  wars  with  Carthage  - 
began :  and  after  they  had  humbled  that  powerful 
rival,  they  found  nothing  that  could  oppofe  them. 
Liv.  Epit.     '^^^^  y^^*"'  ^^  glorious  abroad  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
14.'       *  war,  was  rendered  illuftrious  alfo  at  home  by  feverity 
Aul.  Gcll.  j^j^j  2ekl  for  the  fupport  of  difcipline  and  good  nun- 
'''**^**'*ners  in  the  city,     Fabricius  Lufcinus  and -Smilius 
Papus  exercired  the  Cenforfhip  together  with  great 
union.     They  degraded  feveral  Knights  and  Senators. 
But  the  moft  extraordinary  of  their  proceedings  was 
the  note  of  infamy  which  they  fet  upon  Cornelius 
"Rufinus.    He  had  been  twice  Conful,  and  once  Dic- 
tator.    The  Cenfors  excluded  him  from  the  Senate, 
and  gave  for  their  reafon,  that  they  were  informed  He 
had  ten  pounds  of  filver  plate  for  his  table.     His  fa- 
mily laboured  long  under  this  difgrace,  and  did  not 
entirely  retrieve  it  till  Sylla,  who  was  the  firft  de- 
fendant of  Rufinus    that  attained  the  Confulfhip. 
^  One  can  fcarce  believe,  fays  an  author,  that  what 
would  one  day   be  confidered  in  the  fame  city  as  a 
poor  and  moft  contemptible  quantity  of  plate,  fliould 
ever  have  been  condemned  in  it  as  an  excels  of  luxury  : 
Co  much  in  honour  were  fimplicity  and  frugality  in 
thofe  happy  ages.     After  the  Cenfus  was  compleatcd, 
it  was  clofed  with  the  ufual  ceremonies.     The  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  were  found  to  be  two  hundred  and 
feventy-one  thouland  two  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

*  Vix  credibile  eft,  intra  idem  pomoerimn  decern  pondo  argenti  Sc 
iixTidiofum  fuiiTe  cenfuoi^  &  ioopiaiii  Jiaberi  cgntcmpttffimam.  Vai.. 
Max.  1.  a.  c,  9. 

About 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CURIUS,  CORNELIUS,  Confuk  J9 

About  the  end  of  the  year  the  two  Confuls  entered  A.  R-  477* 
the  city  in  triumph.     Curius  received   that  honour     j^^.  * 
firft.     His  triumph  was  the  moil  illuilrious,  as  well 
for  the  grcatnefs  of  the  events,  as  the  joy  occafioned 
by  terminating  fo  important  a  war  fuccefsfully,  and 
even  the  pomp  and  fplendor  of  the  Shew.     Hitherto, 
as  the  Rpmans  had  only  triumphed  over  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  moft  of  whom  were  fufficiently  poor  .5 
the  whole  fight  confifted  of  little  more  than  colpurs^ 
broken  arms,  and  chariots  of  the  Gauls  ^  and  all  the 
booty,  of  flocks  and  herds  of  great  and  fmall  cattle. 
But  in  This  the  different  nations  whofe  captives  were 
fed  in  the  front  of  the  proceflion,  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  fpoils,  extremely  exalted  the  triumph.     The 
Epirots,  Thefialiansp  Macedonians^  Apulians,  Luca- 
nians,  and  Brutians,  were  led  in  chains  before  thfi  vic- 
tor's chariot.     Statues  and  the  fineft  paintings  of  the 
moft  famous  artifts,  gold,    filver,  purple,  other  ra- 
rities from  beyond  fea,  with  all  that  adminiftered  to 
the  luxury  of  the  Tarentines.    But  what  ftruck  the 
fpedbuors,  and  attraded  their  attention  moft,  was  four 
elephants  out  of  eight  that  had  been  taken..    The 
reft  bad  died  of  their  wounds.     The  largenefs,  height, 
and  figure  of  thofe  animals,  their  trunk,  which  they 
moyed  oA  all  fides,  and  which  ferved  them  infcead  of 
an  hand,  the  heavy  towers  on  their  backs,  ftill  almoft 
aftonifhed  and  terrified  the  fpeftators.     *  It  is  certain, 
that  the  Roman  people  beheld  nothing  with  fo  much 
pleafure  as  thofe  oxen  of  Lucania,  (for  that  was  the 
name  the  fimplicity  of  the  Romans  of  thofe  times 
gave  elephants)  which  following  the  vidtorious  horfe 
with  their  heads  hanging  dovirn,  feemed  to  have  a 
fenie  of  their  captivity. 

The  other  Conful's  triumph  was  not  till  fome  weeks 
afterwards.  It  was  very  far  from  being  fo  fplendid  as 
that  which  preceded  it :  but  however,  it  deferves  to 
be  remembered.     Lentulus  had  defeated  the  Sam- 

*  Nihil  libentlus  pop.  Romanus  afpexit,  qa^rn  illas,  quas  timuerat^ 
com  turribus  fuii  belluas  :  qu«,  non  fine  fenfu  captivitatis,  fuDiiniflit 
cenridbus  ▼i^ores  equos  fequebantur,    Flor.  !•  i.  c*  xS. 

H  2  jtiite. 
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A.R.477.nitesand  Lucanians,  and  taken  many  of  their  towns. 
"^*  ^'  Not  merit,  but  occafion  only,  had  been  wanting  on 
his  fide ;   and  the  too  Ihining  glory  of  his  coUcguc 
had  fomewhat  eclipfed  his. 

At  Rome  nothing  was  fecn  but  joy.     The  States 
of  Italy  and  Pyrrhus  were  in  very  different  difpofi^ 
tions.     The  firft  had  long  fufFered  -that  Prince's  fway 
ivith  pain,  upon  whofe  faith  and  aid  they  could  no 
longer  rely.     The  lofs  of  the  laft  battle  had  raifcd 
their  difcontent  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  in  their  pre- 
sent  ftate  of   deipair,    they  conceived  a  thoufand 
violent  thoughts.     PyrrHus  was  not  ignorant  of  this, 
and  revolved  nothing  but  how  to  remove  fr6m  Itlily, 
and  to  find,  if  he  could,  a  plaufible  pretext  to  cover 
his  honour.     The  more  this  defign  engrblfed  him, 
the  more  he  difguifed  it,  in  order  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  execute  it  with  the  greater  fafety  and  promptitude. 
He  faw  his  allies  in  the  greatefi:  fadnefs  and  de^ 
jeftion.     He  endeavoured  to  confole  them,  and  ex- 
horted them  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  one  unfortunate 
accident.     He  reprefented   to  them,    "  That  their 
lofs  in  the  lafl  battle  was  not  greater  than  that  of 
the  Romans  in  the  firft :  That  notwithftanding,,  that 
people,  whatever  conditions  were  propofed  to  them, 
would  never  hearken  to  a  peace.    That  if  thev  would 
imitate  their  conftancy,  and  refcrvc  thertfelves  for 
better  times,   they  might  hope  every  thing.     That 
they  had  troops  fufficiently  numerous  to  enable  them 
'ftill  to  fupport  a  long  war.     That  as  for  him,  he  re- 
lied upon  the  powerful  friends  he   had  in  Greece, 
from  whom  he  expefted  certain  and  confiderable  aid.** 
'He  talked  in  this  manner,  not  that  he  was  either 
much  in  pain  about  their  interefts,  or  had  thoughts 
of  continuing  much  longer  in  Italy,  for  he  had  already 
refblved  to  leave  it  as  toon  as  poiHble,  but  to  retaiti 
them  within  their  duty,  and  to  conceal  his  defigli« 
The  better  to  cover  it^  he  fent  deputies  to  difi^re^t 
Princes,  to  demand  money  of  fome,  troops  of  others^ 
and  both  of  Antigonus,  who  was  thwen  matter  of  Ma* 
cedonia. 
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Thcfe  hopes  amufed  the  allies  for  fome  time.  How-  A.R.477* 
ercr,  he  made  preparations  for  his  departure  with  ^J^^ ' 
the  utmoft  fecrecy.  Jn  this  interval  his  deputy  to 
Andgonus  returned  with  that  Prince's  anfwer.  But 
inftead  of  the  real  one,  he  invented  another  according 
to  his  views,  whicli  he  read  to  the  principal  perlbns 
of  his  allies*  It  promifed  great  and  fpeedy  aids. 
The  allies  were  all  deceived,  as  well  as  the  Romans 
in  the  neighbourhood,  amongfl:  whom  this  report  was 
indufhioufly  Iptead.  The  next  night  he  fet  fail,  and 
landed  in  Epirus.  What  name  would  one  give  fuch 
a  conduift  amongft  private  perfons  i  He  left  N^o  in 
the  citadel,  and  carried  away  pight  thousand  foot  and 
five  hundred  horfe  with  him. 

Such  was  the  ifiiie  of  Fyrrhus*s  enterprize  againft 
Italy,  which  had  continued  fix  years.  He  afterwards 
fomied  othefs  of  the  like  nature  !  for,  to  define  him 
a-rig]it,  he  was  a  true  advent\irer,  who  often  extricated 
hioiielf  out  of  die  bad  aSairs  in  which  his  inconlider-, 
ate  levity  had  engaged  him,  at  the  expence  of  h^ 
faith  and  engagecDents.  He  at  kft  p^rifhed  mif?rably 
in  Aigos  two  or  three  years  after. 


M*  Cur  TVS  Dent  ATus,  III.  HBS3^  A.R.47«. 

Ser.  Cornelius  Merbnda,  ^i%^  ^l\^' 


»74* 


As  Rome  ei^pedted  the  continuance  of  the  war 
with  Pyrrhus,  it  was  thought  proper  alfo  to  continue 
Curius  in  the  Confullhip.  The  retreat,  or  rather 
ffight  of  that  Prince  perhaps  deprived  that  iUuftrious 
l^ooian  of  a  new  vi6tory  :  but  it  did  npt  deprive  him 
of  the  glory  of  having  driven  him  out  or  Italy  for 
ever  by  the  great  victory  he  had  gained  over  him  : 
for  it  was 'Curius  who  had  contributed  moft  to  that 
event.  There  was  even  room  to  believe,  that  Pyrrhus 
-did  not  care  to  meafure  his  fword  a  fecond  time  with 
that  Conful 

It  mull  be  confeflcd,  that  the  latter  years  of  which 
we  have  been  fpeaking,  were  very  produftive  both  of 
gseat  win  and  great  adions.    J  do  not  mean  only  the 

H  3  vi6lorica 


Digitized  by 


Google 


icf  CURIUS,  CORNELIUS,  Confuls. 

A.R.4.78'vi6l:ories  gained  over  the  enemy,  the  limits  of  the 
^II'a?'  State  confiderably  eaitended,  valour  and  intrepidity 
in  battle,  attended  with  a  coolncfs  and  prefcncc  of 
mind,  which  fee  and  weigh  every  danger  without 
emotion,  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  carried 
almoft  into  perfedion  in  every  kind  -,  in  a  won!,  all 
that  makes  great  captains,  and  is  called  military 
merit  and  ability :  I  mean  principally  another  kind 
of  merit,  which,  fuftained  and  ennobled  by  the  firft, 
has  done  the  Roman  Empire  an  honour  peculiar  to  it- 
felf,  and  which  no  other  nation  has  (ince  imitated : 
this  confifted  in  fimplicity,  temperance,  fobriety,  and 
above  all,  a  difintereftcdnefs,  that  rofe  fo  high  as  the 
efteem  and  love  of  poverty  :  and  that  in  the  greatefl: 
ftatefmen,  and  moft  illuftrious  generals.  I  fay  it  was 
this  kind  of  merit,  that  did  moft  honour  to  the  Ro- 
man name :  an  honour,  of  which  the  long  fcries  of  • 
ages,  which  have  fince  elapfed,  have  not  been  able  to 
abridge  the  luftre.  For  we  can  almoft  ftill  cry  out  with 
Laelius :  ^'  *  Which  of  us  can  hear  Curius  or  Fabri- 
**  cius  fpoken  of,  without  feeling  his  bofom  glow 
*«  with  a  kind  of  amity  and  love  for  themr;  and  with-. 
*«  out  being  ftruck  with  admiration  for  their  noble 
"  fentiments,  in  feeing  them  defpife  the  things  which 
"  the  reft  of  mankind  purfue  with  infatiablc  ardour.?'* 
Happy,  had  they  known  what  ]was  wanting  to  their 
good  qualities,  and  was  capable  of  rejidering  them 
truly  virtuous ! 

^  Quis  eft  qui  C.  Fabricii,  Man.  Curii  non  ci|m  carit^te  aliqua  & 
benevoIeDtiz  memoham  ufurpet,  quos  nunquam  viderit  ?  quod  eas  res 
fpernunt  8c  negligunt,  ad  quas  plenque  infiammati  aviditate  rapiimti^r. 
Pe  Amicit.  n.  a8,  Offic.  1.  2.  c.  38. 


Digitized  by 


SECT. 

Google 


(     103    ) 


S  E   C   T.     V. 

Embi^  of  Ptolomy  Pbiladelfbus,  to  the  Romans,  Veftal 
pwAjbed  with  death.  New  colonies.  Tarentum  fur- 
renders  to  the  Romans,  ff^ar  with  the  Samnites  entirely 
terminated.  Return  of  the  Roman  embaffadors  from 
Egypt.  Cenforjhip  of  Curius.  The  conquered  enemies 
are  deprived  of  part  of  their  lands.  Severe  vengeance 
taken  by  Rome  of  the  legion  which  had  mafjacred  the  in- 
habitants of  Rhegium.  Money  Jlrft  coined  at  Rome. 
New  colonies.  fPar  with  the  Picentes  happily  termi- 
nated. The  peace  of  Italy  entirely  efiabHfhed  by  the  fub^ 
mijjion  of  the  Salentini  and  Umbrians.  The  Apollonians^ 
and  afterwards  the  Voljinians^  implore  the  aid  of  Rome. 

•  Regulation  in  refpeS  to  the  Cenfors.  Number  of  the 
^arfiors  doubled  and  augmented  to  eight. 

C.  FaBI VS  DORSO.  A.  R.  479. 

Ant.  C. 

C.  Claudius  Canina,  II.  273- 

T>Tol6my  Philadelphus  King  of  Egypt,  having  re-  Frcinfli. 
*•    ceived   advice  of  the  flight  of  Pyrrhus,  fent  to  J^*-  ^*  s'- 
ccHigratulate  Rome  upon  that  head,  and  to  demand    *^' 
the  alliance  of  the  Roman  people.     An  embafly  from 
fo  remote  and  powerful  a  Prince  gave  the  common- 
wealth great  pleafure  ;  and  Ihe  fent  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  of  Rome  as  embafladors  to  thank  him, 
and  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  him. 

The  Confuls  gained  feveral  advantages  over  the 
Lucanians,  Samnites,  and  Brutians,  whom  neceflity 
and  defpair  ftill  kept  in  arms. 

The  Veftal  Sextilia,  convifted  of  having  violated 
her  vow,  is  puniflicd  with  death,  and  buried  alive. 

Colonies  are  fent  to  Cofa  in  the  country  of  the 
•Volfci,  and  to  Paeftum,  otherwifc  called  Pofidqnia, 
in  Lucania. 
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A«  R.  +<o.         L.  Papi R  lus  Cursor^  IL 
%^%^  '  Sp.  Carvilius,  II.  , 

Pyrrhus  pcrifhed  in  Argos  this  year. 
The  death  of  that  Prince  left  the  people  of  Italy 
no  bope^  nor  any  refource  :  fuch  of  them  a^  were  at 
liberty  to  make  choice  of  what  fuited  them'  beft,  came 
to  an  accommodation  with  the  Romans  upon  the  beft 
conditions  they  could.  But  as  for  the  Tarcntines, 
the  garriibn  Pyrrhus- had  left  in  their  citadel  kept  them 
in  awe.  They  were  entirely  at  variance  with  Milo, 
who  commanded,  and  in  a  ftatc  of  real  flavery.  Tor- 
mented* within  by  the  governor,  and  having,  the  Ro- 
mans to  fear  without,  they  applied  to  the  Carthagini- 
ans, and  implored  their  aid.  The  latter,  without  lofs 
of  time,  fet  fail  with  their  fleet,  in  appearance  to 
drive  Milo  out  of  the  citadel,  bgt  really  to  defend  it 
•  againft  the  Romans,  and  to  make  themfelvcs  mailers 
of  it.  As  they  were  in  pofleflion  of  a  confiderable 
part  of  Sicily,  they  had  a  great  intereft  in  fccuring 
the  coafts  ot  Italy  alfo  to  themfelves,  and  in  prevents 
ing  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans, 
In  the  mean  time  the  Conful  Papirius  arrived.  Ta* 
,  refatum  in  confequence  was  (hut  up  on  all  fides,  the 
Romans  bcficging  the  city  by  land,  and  the  Cartha- 
ginians the  citadel  by  fea,  Papirius  had  more  addrefs 
than  the  latter,  and  fhewed  it  on  this  occafion.  He 
,  caufed  Milo  to  be  founded.     He  offered  him  the  moft 

advantageous  conditions  for  himfelf  and  the  inhabit 
tants,  and  gave  him  all  pofllble  aflurances  of  making 
them  good.  Milo,  feeing  nothing  better  for  him  to 
do,  and  having  no  other  refource,  eng^cd  the  Ta» 
rentines  to  furrcnder  the  city  and  citadel  to  the  Con-r 
ful.  The  Carthaginians  were  much  furprized  an4 
afflifted  at  this  ttroke.  To  declare  againft  the  Ro* 
mans  in  favopr  of  Tarentum,  was  in  fomc  meafure  tQ 
violate  the  treaty  with  the  Romans.  This  difcontcnt 
l4rp»dy  prep ved  tb?way  for  ^n  ppep  rupture. 
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Camliu9i  the  other  Conful,  fptfed*  no  pzmi  alfo  on  A.  r.  410* 
his  fide  to  fubjefb  the  Samnites.    They  furrendered  ^^f' 
themfelves^  but  with  better  faith  than  they  had  done     *^*^ 
hitheito*,  and  accepted  in  eameft  the  conditions  the 
Ronians  thought  nt  tb  imppie  upon  them.    Thus  at. 
laft:  was   a  war  happily  terminated,  vAiich  had  con- 
dnued  about  feventy  yearsy  including^  fomc  intervals; 
of  no  lone  duration,  which  from  time  to  time  bad 
folpended  ^oftilides^ 

The  £jucanians  and  Bnidans  were  feveral  times  d^ 
feated,  and  alfo  reduced  to  alk  peace,  which  wat 
granted  them. 

The  two  Confuls  had  an  equal  (hare  in  fuch  ad- 
vantageous events,  a^ing  in  concert  and  even  ofttta 
together,  and  mutually  aiding  each  other  with  their 
troops  according  to  occafion,  In  confequence,  thef 
bodi  triumphed  together. 

The  embafladors  being  returned  from  Egypt,  re* 
ported  th^  commiflion  in  the  Senate.  They  faid, 
^^  That  the  King  had  received  them  in  the  moft  oblig- 
ing and  honourable  manner  conceivable.  That  on 
their  arrival  he  had  fent  them  magnificent  prefents : 
but  that  they  had  judged  it  m<»re  for  the  honour  of 
the  commonwealth  to  give  an  example  of  the  modera^ 
don  and  difinterefljednefs  which  flie  makes  her  glory^ 
^md  th^t  th?y  had  defired  the  Prince  to  difpenfe  with 
dieir  acceptance  of  his^  prefents.  That  at  a  fokmn 
feail'  die  day  before  their  departure,  the  King  had 
catifed  crowns  of  gold  to  be  given  them,  all  which 
ihey  had  ph^eed'  upon  his  ftatues  the  neist  day.  Thac 
MIy,  die  fame  c^y  thry  fet  out,  the  King  had  given 
diem  far  more  magnincenc  prefents  than  the  fii^ 
leprotching  them  ip^  ^  oUigmg  manner  for  not  hav- 
ing acceptra  them.  That  not  to  oflfend  a  Princte  of 
fb  much  ^oodnefs  bf  reiterated  refu&ls,  they  had 
ftcepted  them  with  the  moft  profound  refped,  and 
that  the  firft  thing  they  had  done  on  arriving  at 
Rome,  had  been  to  depofite  them  in  the  public  trea- 
fury/'    They  ^tcrwards  jnforiQed  the  Senate  with 
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A.R.4S«.what  marks  of  joy  and  acknowledgment  Ptolomy  had 
^^'^^'  received  the  alliance  of  the  Rdman  people. 

This  report  gave  the  Senate  exceeding  fatisfadtipn. 
They  approved  the  whole^  and  thanked  the  exnbaf- 
fadors  dpecially  ^^  for  having  rendered  the  manners 
of  the  Romans .  venerable  even  to  foreign  nations  by 
their  fincerc  and  perfcdtdifintereftednefs/*  They  de- 
creed that  the  prefents  they  had  depolited  in  the  pub- 
lic treafury  ihould  be  reftored  to  them.  The  People 
exprefled  no  lefs  fatisfadion  and  admiration  than  the 
Senate  had  done. 

*  Every  thing  is  perfedk  in  this  afiair,  and  one  can- 
not tell  which  to  praife  moft,  the  liberality  of  the 
King,  the  difintereftednefi  of  the  embafiadors,  or  the 
equity  of  the  Senate  and  People.  Happy  State,  happy 
government,  where  virtue  is  fo  generally  in  efteem 
and  honour,  and  where  its  whole  value  is  known !  I 
do  not  ipeak  of  thofe  fhining  virtues,  which  exhibit 
themfelves  as  fights,  which  attrad  all  eyes  upon  them,^ 
arid  make  a  great  noiie  in  the  worid :  but,  not  to  de- 
part from  my  fubjeft,  of  a  virtue,  fimple,  modeft, 
and  void  of  pomp,  which  does  not  fuffer  itfelf  to  be 
dazzled  by  the  ghtter  of  gold  and  filver,  which  de- 
fpifes  what  all  the  world  greedily  purfue,.and  which, 
however,  all  the  world  admires  and  applauds.        ' 

But  the  principle  on  which  the  conduft  of  tMefc 
^mbafladors  was  founded,  argues  an  elevation  of  fen- 
timents,  which  ou^ht  to  form  the  prevailing  charac- 
ter of  all  perfons  m  high  ftations.  They  were  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  man  charged  with  public  affairs,  ought, 
to  have  no  views,  but  the  glory  and  grateful  fatisrac^ 
tion  of  having  faifhfuUy  acquitted  himfelf  of  his  duty. 
Vai.  Mia.De  fublico  fcilicet  minifierio  nihil  cuiquam  prater  laudem 
^  4-  c-  3-   ime  adminiftraU  officii  accedere  debere  judicantes. 

I  do  not  think  that  I  ought  to  leave  my  readers  in 
ignorance  of  the  names  of  thefe  four  illuftrious  Ro^ 

^  Ita  in  iifdem,  Ptolomaei  liberalitas,  legatonun  abftinentia,  Se- 
natus  ac  Populi  Romani  sequitas,  debitam  probahilis  fa^  portioueiii 
obtinuit.    Vau  Max.  1. 4.  c  3. 
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mans  :  Thatki  my  opinion  were  to  deprive  them  of  ^^^•4»o. 


%7U 


ao  honour  to  which  they  have  the  jufteu  right.  They 
were  called  Q.  Fabius  Gurges,  C.  Fabius  Pi6tor, 
Numer.  Fabius  Pidor,  and  Q:  Ogulnius. .  The  firft, 
Q^  Fabius,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  embafly,  was 
chofen  Prince  of  the  Senate  by  the  Cenfors.  He 
Ittd  been  twice  ConfuU  and  had  triumphed  both 
times. 

It  was  in  the  year  in  which  we  are  fpeaking,  that 
the  Cenlbr  M'  Curius  caufed  an  aquedud  to  be  made 
for  bringing  the  waters  of  the  Anio  into  the  city. 
He  employed  the  money  which  arofe  from  the  fpoils 
taken  by  him  from  the  enemy  in  that  work.  This 
Curius  was  one  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  Roman 
commonwealth,  to  which,  as  we  have  already  obferv- 
ed,  he  did  no  lefs  honour  by  his  frugality,  fimplicity, 
and  difuitereftednefs,  that  rofe  fo  high  as  a  lincere  con- 
tempt for  riches  and  love  of  poverty,  than  by  his 
military  virtues,  and  glorious  victories. 

A  private  perfon  having  had  the  confidence  to  ac-Aua.dc 
cufe  him  of  having  converted  confiderable  fums  out^"^*  *^^^ 
of  the  ipoils  taken  from  the  enemy  to  his  own  ufe, 
he  fwore  that  no  part  of  them  had  entered  his  houfe, 
except  a  wooden  veflel  which  he  made  ufe  of  in  facri- 
fices,  and  produced  in  public.  One  cannot  help  be- 
ing moved  with  indignation  at  lb  extravagant  and  per- 
verfe  an  attempt.'  *  But  in  a  Commonwealth,  jealous 
of  its  liberty  to  excels,  accufers*  are  fuffered  without 
r^et,  becaufe  a  perfon  unjuilly  accufed  piay  be  ac- 
quitted, and  a  crimi/ial  cannot  be  condemned  unlefs 
accufed.  Now  it  is  better,  fays  Cicero,  that  an  inno- 
cent perfon  fhould  be  expofed  to  fome  difagreeablc 
a£fairs,  that  cannot  hurt  him,  than  to  leave  the  guilty 
hopes,  that  their  crimes  fhould  pafs  with  impunity, 
becaufe  no  body  will  venture  to  bring  them  before 
the  Judges. 

*  Qpare  hall  omnes  patimur  quam  plurimas  accufatores  ;  quod 
mnocensy  fi.accufatuii  fit,  abfolvipoteft ;  noceni,  nifi  accu£itu»  flierit, 
condemnari  non  poteft.  Utilius  eft  abiblvi  innoceiiteniy  quam  no^ 
ctntem  cauiara  non  dtcere.    Cic.  pro  Rofc.  n.  5^. 

AU 
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A.R.480*     All  die  enemies  of  the  Commonwealth  being  iub* 

^\f*  jefted)  the  queftion  was  in  the  Senaoe»  to  deliberate 

Frdnfti.    upon  the  ufc  it  was  proper  to  make  of  viftory.  There 

XV,  1-X7.  js  reafon  to  judge  by  the  condud;,  which  the  Romans 

had  viiualiy  oblerved  in  refpedt  to  conquered  people, 

that  they  deprived  the  Samnites,  Lucanians,  atid  all 

the  reft  who  had  borne  arms  againft  Rome,  of  part  of 

their  territories.     Hittory  has  preferred  the  particular 

manner  in  which  the  Tarentines  were  tr^ted.   They 

were  ordered  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  their  fhips ; 

their  walls  were  demoliihed,  and  a  tribute  impofed 

on  them :  nothing  was  granted  them  but  peace  and 

liberty. 

When  all  was  tranquil  in  Italy,  the  firft  care  of  the 
Romans  was  to  avenge  the  perfldy  of  the  legion, 
which  having  mafiTacred  the  inhabitants  of  Rhe^uim 
had  kept  pofleiSon  of  their  city  osn  years  with  impu^^ 
nity.  As  they  faw,  that  the  Roman  arms  profpered 
every  day,  they  rightly  conceived,  that  they  (hould 
not  long  be  left  in  rep(^,  and  prepared  to  make  a 
vigorous  defence. 

Befides  the  fisrocity  which  was  in  a  manner  becooie 
natural  to  them,  they  relied  much  upon  the  anury  of 
the  Mamertines,  and  the  good  fuccefs  of  their  arms 
againft  the  Carthaginians  and  Pyrrhus,  whom  they 
had  caufed  to  drop  the  defign  of  attacking  their  city« 
They  carried  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  to  fuch  an  exce&, 
that  having  entered  Crotona  by  the^fliftance  of  ibma 
traitors,  they  prefumed  to  put  the  Roman  garriloA  to 
the  fword,  and  to  denK>lifli  the  city; 

A.R.4S1.         L.  Genucius. 

Ant.  C.  ^  ^ 

»7X.  C  QuiNTiUS. 

L».  Genucius,  one  of  the  new  ConAils,  marched  ^ 
gainft  thofe  rebels.  Having  driven  them  into  their 
city,  he  befieged  them  there  in  form.  They  defend- 
ed themfelves  with  the  courage  of  lions,  as  they  were 
defperate,  and  had  nothing  to  expeA,  but  to  be 
puniflied  with  death.  They  even  gained  feme  ad- 
vantages 
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vantages  over  the  ConfuU  *  and  would  have  reduced  A.  it  4S14 
him  to  the  want  of  ;provifions,  if  Hiero  had  not  fcnt  '^!^\^ 
him  corn*  That  .prince  made  a  perpetual  war  with 
the  Mamertines  their  allies,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
the  ia^e  crime  at  Meffina,  as  they  had  committed  ac 
Rhegium.  In  confequence  as  much  out  of  inclination, 
as  to  make  his  court  to  the  Romans,  he  affifted  the 
Confiil,  as  a  duty  and  with  pleafure,  in  fo  important 
a  conjundure.  The*  befieged  at  length  reduced  to 
the  kft  extremity,  were*  obliged  to  furrender  at  dif- 
cretion*  Onlv  three  hundred  Roman  foldiers  fell  alive 
into  the  Coniul's  hands.  The  reft  were  either  dead 
before,  or  to  avoid  the  fhame  of  being  executed,  had 
fought  like  madmen  till  thoy  were  killed.  Genuciua 
immediately  caufed  the  deferters  and  thieves,  who  had 
fled  in  great  numbers  to  Rhegium  as  to  an  afylum, 
to  be  put  to  death.  As  to  the  legionary  foldiers,  he 
carried  them  with  him  to  Rome,  in  order  that  the 
Senate  might  determine  of  their  fate. 

The  fentence  was  fevere,  and  fuited  the  atrocity  of 
their  crime.  They  were  firft  carried  to  prifon,  and 
were  all  condemned  to  be  whipt  with  rods,  and  to 
lofe  their  heads.  M.  Fulvius  Flaccus,  Tribune  of 
the  People,  oppiofed  the  decree  of  the  Senate.  How- 
ever it  was  put  in  force,  and  the  criminals  were  pu- 
mfiied.  But  not  to  terrify  the^  multitude  by  putting 
them  all  to  death  at  once,  fifty  a  day  were  carried  to 
execution.  The  Senate  forbade  burying  them,  and 
ordered  that  none  (hould  go  in  mourning  for  them. 

Divine  Providence,    which    feldom  fuffers  great  Appian 
criminals  to  efcape  its  juft  vengeance,  and  often  in-*P-  ^***^* 
flidts  jpublic  and  diftinguilhed  vengeance  upon  them  &iJJ^Ec* 
in  this  life,  to  intimidate  the  bad,  had  puniftied  Decius  ^^s  »»• 
Jubellius,  the  author  and   ringleader  of  the   black 
treachery,    which  had  dcftroved  the  inhabitants  of 
Rhegium,  fome  (hort  time  arter  he  had  perpetrated 
-that  horrible  crinie.     Driven  out  of  that  city  even  by 
thofe  who  had  been  his  accomplices,  he  took  refuge  ' 
at  Meflina,  where  he  did  Aot  long^  enjoy  the-good  re- 
ception he  met  with,  at  eafe.    He  was  afflided  with 
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iLR.4^x*  a  very  painful  diforder  of  thceycsJ  There  was  in 
^J',, '  that  city  a  famous  phyfician,  who  had  been  fettled 
there  a  great  many  years.  People  did  not  know,  or 
had  forgot,  diat  he  was  a  native  of  Rhegium :  for 
certainly  if  Jubellius  had  fufpefbed  it  in  theleaft,  he 
would  not  have  put  himfelf  into  his  hands.  He 
therefore  caufed  him  to  be  fent  for.  The  phylician, 
tranfported  with  fo  happy,  an  occafion  of  avenging  his 
country,  told  him  he  had  a  remedy,  of  which  the  fuc- 
cefs  was  Ipeedy  and  infallible,  but  very  violent,  and 
required  patience.  The  hope  of  a  cure  made  Jubd- 
lius  confent  to  every  thing.  The  phyfician  according- 
ly applied  his  compofition  to  his  eyes,  in  which  he 
had  mixed  powder  of  Cantharides,  a  moft  extren^e 
corrofive,  and  recommended  to  him  in  a  particular 
manner  not  to  take  off  that  drefling  till  he  returned  ; 
after  which  he  immediately  retired  from  Meffina. 
Jubellius  foon  felt  the  fharpqft  and  moft  exquifite 
pains,  as  if  burning  coals  had  been  applied  to  his 
eyes,  and  continued  in  inexpreflible  torments.  After 
having  long  expefted  the  return  of  his  phyfician,  he 
tore  off  the  fatal  drefling,  the  effeft  of  which  had  en- 
tirely deprived  him  of  fight,  and  left  him  in  infup- 
portable  anguilh  during  the  reft  of  his  life. 

The  city  of  Rhegium  was  reftored  to  as  many  of 
its  ancient  inhabitants  as  could  be  drawn  together, 
with  their  laws  and  liberty.  This  bloody  execution, 
the  report  of  which  fpread  a  great  way,  very  much 
augmented  the  idea  the  people  already  conceived  of 
the  juftice  of  the  Romans,  and  contributed  no  lefs  to 
acquire  them  the  love  of  all  the  States  of  Italy,  than 
their  arms  had  done  to  make  them  feared. 

A.R.4S1.         C.Gjjnucius. 

^\^'  Cn.  CORJTELHyS. 


270. 


There  was  this  year  a  war  with  the  Sarfinates,  a. 
people  of  Umbria,  who  inhabited  the  Apennines, 
No  circumftance  of  it  is  known. 

-  ~  .  •     * 

Rome 
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Rome  felt  a  very  hard  winter  this  year.  ThcreAug.de 
was  ihow  in  the  Forum  during  forty  days  of  an  ex-  iii.^iy.^*' 
tiaordinary  depth. 

Qj^  OOULNIUS  GaLLUS.  -AjR-  4j3» 

C,  Fabius  Pictor.  269. ' 

This  year  lilver  money  was  coined  in  Rome  for  the 
firft  time,  whereas  hitherto  it  had  only  brafs  fpecies. 
This  was  not  becaufe  gold  and  filver  money,  had  not 
been  known  long  before  at  Rome :  but  it  was  foreign, 
brought  from  abroad,  and  generally  taken  from  the 
tncmjj  as  were  the  forty  talents.  <»  lilver  taken  a- 
mongft  the  fpoils  of  Pometia,  of  which  Livy  Ipeaks  u^y  | 
in  his  firil  book.    But  copper  money  only  had  been  c  53. ' 
coined  at  Rome  till  now.    The  opulence  to  which 
the  Commonwealth  had  attained,   occafiohed  it  to   '    . 
think  of  coining  filver. 

P.  SeMPRONIUS  SoPHUS*  A.R.4g4. 

Ap.  Claudius  Crassus.  ^S' 

A  colony  was  fent  now  to  Ariminum,  a  city  of  the* 
Gauls^  Senones,  in  Picenum  :  and  another  into  Sam- 
nium  to  Maieventum,  a  name  of  bad  augury,  which 
was  then  changed  into  that  of  Beneventum. 

The  freedom  of  Rome  had  been  granted  the  Sa- 
bines  for  fome  years :  the  right  of  fuffrage  was  now 
added  to  it. 

The  war  with  the  Picentcs,  the  people  of  Picenum, 
after  a  fufBciently  rude  battle,  and  the  taking  of  fe- 
reral  of  their  principal  towns,  was  terttiinated  by  the 
entire  fubjeftion  of  the  whole  nation.  This  was  a 
great  advantage,  and  a  confiderable  augmentation  of 
ftrength  to  the  Commonweakh,  as,  according  to  pu^,  j 
Pliny  the  Naturalift,  three  hundred  and  fixty  thou-  c  13.  ' 
fand  Picentes  fubmitted  to  the  Roman  People.  To 
perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  fo  memorable  an  event 
the  reprcfentation  of  it  was  damped  upon  the. filver 
money  coined  this  yean 

M.  AtiLius 
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A.K.4S5.         M.  Atiuus  Regulus* 
^j^  Li.  Julius  Libo. 

To  put  an  end  to  the  conqueft  of  all  Italy,  it  only 
remained  to  fubjeft  the  Salentincs,  who  pofleffed  the 
moft  weftern  part  of  it  upon  the  fea-coaft,  not  fan! 
from  Tarentum,  The  war  was  carried  into  their 
country  under  pretext,  that  they  had  received.Pyrrhus 
into'  their  ports  and  cities.  The  conmiodioufnefs  of 
the  port  of  Brundufium,  which  afforded  a  freeaccels 
into  all  the  neighbouring  countries,  was  the  principal 
caufe  of  it4  *!frhey  were  notfubjeded  till  the  yea/ 
following* 

A.R.4S6.  NuMERiVA  FaBIM^ 

-^f-  D.Junius. 

To  thefe  Confuls  the  Umbriafts  fufreiidercHl  them-^ 
felves  on  one  fide,  and  the  Salentines  on  the  other^ 
which  obtained  them  the  honour  of  a  triumph ;  and 
with  thefe  people  all  Italy  was  reduced^  and  uiyverfal 
:pcace  eitablifhed. 

Rome  hitherto  had  ftruggled,  during  almoft  &v^ 
hundred  years,  with  the  feveral  States  mat  inhabited 
Italy,  and  could  not  yet  pafs  the  bounds  of,  nor  ex- 
tend its  Conquefts  beyond  it.  What  appearance  wai 
there,  that  a  people  kq)t  againft  their  will  for  fo 
many  years  within  fo  narrow  a  compafs,  fhould  one 
day,  and  in  a  fpace  of  time.fuiHciently  {hort^  make 
theiiifelvcs  matters  of  almoft  the.  whole  world  ?  What 
is  Italy^  iti  comparifon  with  that  vail  extent  of  pro- 
vinces and  kingdoms,  which  it  was  deftined  to  pofTefs 
in  Africa,  Afia^  and  Europe;  etnd  of  which  it  was 
iucceitively  to  make  conquefts  ?  This>  is  what  it  was  . 
prq)aring  for,  without  knowing  it,  by  all  the  ward 
which  it  has  hitherto  fuHaioed  t  or  to  fpeak  more 
juftly,  this  is  what  God  hiiufelf  difpofed  of,  as  he 
had  prepared  Cyrus  and  Alexander  for  the  great  con-* 
quefts  he  had  allotted  them,  and  which  he  had  caufed 
to  be  clearly  foretold  by  his  prophets,  as  well  as  thofe 
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*f  the  Romans.  He  had  afligned  fixed  bounds  for  A^-  ^*- 
the  duration  of  the  kingdoms  of  Alexander's  fuccef-  ^5*5^ ' 
fors.  Till  then  the  Romans  will  be  able  to  etTeft 
iiothing  againfl  thofe  kingdoms.  But  when  the  term 
prefixed  Siall  arrive,  they  will  reduce  them  all,  each 
m  its  turn^  into  fubjeAion  to  Rome.  It  is  happy  for 
vsy  that  this  condud  and  peculiar  attendon  of  God 
over  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  which  begin  and  end 
only  when  he  pleafes,  has  been  revealed  to  us  in 
the  Scriptures. 

The  Romans,  viftoribus  over  all  the  enemies  that 
have  exerciied  them  fo  long  within  the  extent  of  Italy, 
become  from  henceforth  either  the  afylum  or  terror  of 
the  neighbourbg  cities  and  dates,  and  employ  their 
arms  to  fuppott  the  weak  opprefled,  and  to  oppofe 
the  vioknce  of  oppreflbrs.  Noble  and  worthy  uie  of 
die  power  granted  by  God  to  States  and  Princes,  and 
which  would  do  infinite  honour  to  a  powerful  and  ^  ^ 
fonnidable  people,  if,  firmly  determined  to  render 
themielves  the  prote£lors  or  innocence  and  Jullice, 
which  is  in  ibme  fort  to  hold  th^  place  of  God  upon 
earth,  they  do  not  give  ear  to  ambidous  policy,  as 
the  Romans  will  foon  do,  and  become  at  length  them- 
felves  unjuft  and  vblent  ufurpers. 

The  Apolloniaps  were  the  firft  who  had  recourfe 
to  the  Roman  People.  Apollonia  is  a  city  upon  the 
eaftem  coaft  of  the  Adriatic  Sea,  valuable  pardcu^* 
larly  on  account  of  its  port,  which  lies  the  neareft 
and  moft  commodioufly  for  landing  -  in  Greece  from 
Brundufium.  It  is  fituated  between  lUyrium  and 
Macedonia,  againil  which  it  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  defend  its  liberty.  The  Senate  received  very  fa- 
yourably  the  ambafladors  it  fent  to  Rome  to  demand 
the  amity  and  protedion  of  the  Commonwealth.  But 
an  unlucky  and  unforefeen  accident  might  have  given 
the  neighbouring  States  impreflions  very  prejudicial  to 
the  reputation  of  Rome.  Some  young  Senators  in  a 
dtfpute  were  fo  hot  as  to  ftrike  the  ambaifadors.  The 
Senate  perfectly  con^prehended  of  what  coniequence, 
and  how  neceflary  it  was,  to  punifh  fuch  a  violence. 

ypL.III.  I  They 
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A.  H-4S6.  They  remembered  what  the  fuficring  witli  impunity 
^l'^^'  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  in  refpeft  to  thfc 
Gauls  had  coft  the  Commonwealth.  They  therefore 
delivered  up  all  the  culpable  to  the  ambaflkdors, 
without  regard  to  their  birth,  rank*  or  even  dignity, 
for  one  or  them  was  iEdile.  They  were  carried  to 
ApoUonia  :  but  the  inhabitants,  folely  attentive  to  the 
favour  they  had  lately  received  for  the  Roman  People, 
fent  them  back,  after  having-  treated  them  with  the 
higheft  refped  and  poUtenefs. 

A.R.4g7.         X^  Fabius  Gurges  IIL 
^s'c.^  L-  Mamilius  Vitulus. 

Another  people  nearer  Rome  than  the  ApoUoniMS, 
and  groaning  under  an  equallv  cruel  and  infamous 
oppreflion,  implored  the  aflircance  of  the  Romans 
that  year.  Thefe  were  the  Volfinians,  a  people  of 
Hetruria,  who  by  a  very  odd  kind  of  condu^  and 

Erobably  forced  to  it  by  the  bad  ftate  of  thdr  affiarS) 
ad  Ibme  years  before,  nbt  only  granted  liberty  to, 
and  armed  their  flaves,  but  had  even  admitted  diem 
into  the  Senate.  Thefe  ftrangc  Senators  foofi  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  reft,  and  even  of  dhc  State, 
•  and  excrcifed  incredible  violences  and  cruelties  both 
againft  the  men  and  the  wonnen.  The  Volfinians, 
not  beine  able  to  bear  fo  barbarous  and  fhameful  a 
flavery,  lent  fome  perfons  fecretly  to  Rome,  who  dc* 
fired  the  Senate  to  give  them  audience  in  fome  pri- 
vate houfr,  in  order  to  keep  the  fubjeft  of  their  jour- 
ney a  fecret.  The  relation  of  their  fuflferings  moired 
the  Senators  with  coriipaflion,  and  they  promifcd  them 
a  fpeedy  and  powerful  aid.  Unfortunately  a  friend  ^ 
the  mafter  ot  the  houfe  where  the  affembly  was  held, 
who  was  flck  in  a  neighbouring  chamber,  over-heard 
all  that  had  been  refolved,  and  gave  advice  of  it  im- 
mediately to  the  Volfinians.  As  foon  as  the  deputies 
returned  thither,  both  them  and  feveral  of  the  ptin-J 
cipal  perfons  were  murdered.  This  was  a  new  realbii 
for  haftening  the  aid.     The  Conful  (^  Fabius  aitiv^d 
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there  ivhh  his  army.     The  rebels  were  fo  bold  as  to  A.  R.  4*7, 
march  out  againfl  him  :  they  were  repulfed  with  great  ^°hf  * 
lols  into  the  city,  where  the  Conful  befieged  them  in 
form.     They  defended  themfclves  there  with  vigour^ 
and  made  feverai   briflc  Tallies,  in  one  of  which  Fa- 
bius  received  a  wound  of  which  he  died.     But  the 
courage  of  the  Romans  did  not  die  with  him,  and 
only  became  the  more  furious  from  his  death.    They 
continued  the   fiege,  cut    off  provifions  fo  cfFedtu- 
ally,  and  preffed  the  enemy  fo  clofe,  that  the.  next 
year,  when  the  Senate  fent  M.  Fulvius,  one  of  the 
Confuls,  to  terminate  this  enterprize,  reduced  to  the 
want  of  all  things,  and  not  able  to  fupportthe  famine 
any  longer,  .they  furrendered  at  difcretion.     They 
were  made  to  fufFer  the   moft  cruel  puuifhments. 
The  city  was  deftroyed,  and  other,  places  afligned  the 
remainder  of  the  VoUinians,  and  the  flaves  who  had 
been  faithful   to  their  mailers.     This  expedition  ac- 
quired the  Conful  a  triumph. 

Cn.  Cornelius  Blafio,  and  C.  Marcius  Rutilus,  the 
latter  for  the  fecond  time,  were  elefted  Cenfors  in  the 
year  487.  Marcius  aflembled  the  People  immediately, 
and  reproached  them  Iharply  for  having  chofen  him 
Cenfbr  a  fecond  time,  after  their  anceftors  had  abridg- 
ed that  office  of  two-thirds  of  its  duration,  on  account 
of  its  too  great  authority.  The  moderation  which  he 
ihewed  on  this  occafion,  acquired  him  the  firname  of 
Cenforinus ;  and  a  decree  was  pafled,  whereby  it  was 
prohibited  to  confer  the  office  of  Ccnfor  i;wice  upon 
the  fame  perfon.  * 

The  number  of  QuaBftors,  or  Treafurers,  were 
doubled  the  fame  year.  Hitherto  there  had  been 
only  four,  two  for  the  city,  and  as  many  for  the 
army.  But  as  the  public  revenues  were  very  much 
increafed  in  effed  ot  the  new  augmentations  of  the 
dominions  of  the  State,  there  was  a  necefficy  for  no-* 
ininating  eight. 
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THE 

ROMAN    HISTORY. 

CONTINUED, 

INTRODUCTION. 

THIS  introduftory  difcourfc  will  confift  of 
two  fedions.  In  the  firft^  I  ihall  on* 
deavour  to  give  an  idea  of  the  government, 
charadter^  and  manners  of  the  Carthaginians;^ 
who,  in  the  part  of  the  Roman  hiftory  I  am 
going  to  begin,  will  long  occupy  the  fcene, 
and  have  a  moil;  important  fhare.  In  the  fecond, 
I  (hall  relate  the  different  treaties,  concluded 
between  the  Carthaginians  and  Romans  before 
the  Pupic  wars, 

S   E   C    T.      L 

Chiginy  increafe^  ptnvevy  cbara^er^  manners^  and  defiUs 
of  the  Car}bagini<ins. 

"DEFORE  I  enter  into  the  wars  of  the  Romans 
^  againft  Carthage,  I  think  it  necefl^ry  to  give  a 
brief  account  of  the  origin  of  that  city,  the  extent  of 
its  power,  with  the  charaftcr  and  manners  of  the 
Cvthaginians,  I  have  given  a  fufficient.  circumftan- 
tial  plan  of  them  in  the  j5rft  volume  of  the  Antient 
Hifltory,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Carthaginians,  which  I 
ihaU  only  abridge  in  this  place, 

I  3  Carthage 
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Carthage  in  Africa  was  a  colony  of  Tyre,  the  mod 
famous  city  m  the  world  for  commerce  *.' '  Tyre  long 
before  its  toundation  h^d  fent  another  colony  into  the 
fame  country,  which  built  the  city  of  Utica,  famous 
for  the  death  of  the  fecond  Cato,  commonly  called 
Cdfo  of'  Utlca.  "   •      J     • 

Authors  differ  very  much  concerning  the  time 
when  Carthagf  wjis  foifndqd.  ,  I^:  tdm  he  called  the 
year  of  the  World  31^1,'  when  Afhalimi  was.  King  of 
Judah,  thirteen  years  before  Rome  was,  built,  and 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-three  before  the  birth  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  epochas  I  have  fet  down  in  the 
Antient  Hijftqi^y,race^diffefenf  frppi  tlii§,  ^^^iph  Ifliall 
now  follow. 
j^^i^-^^  The  foundation  of  Carthage  is  afcribed  pQ  £]]&,  a 

xviii.4—  Tyriaf^  Prioccfs,    more  known  under   the  name  of 
A    ian     ^ido.     Her  brother  Pigmalion  reigned  at  Tyre,  who 
deBciL     having  put  Sicharbas,  otherwife  called  Sichaaus,  Dida'& 
Pun. p.  1.  ijufbanq  to  death,  with  deftgato  km  hii.^i;c3at  rich^?, 
ftc  eluded  her  brcth^r^s  cjiff  1  ayanfic;  by  rearing  f^^y 
(jrqtly  with  jdl  thp  trp^ft^rps  of  Sjcha-ys;   .^ftpr  ch^gr> 
ing  her  coutfe  feveral  tirpcs,  fhe  l^naed  3t  lenjgth  on 
the  coafls  of  the  gulf,  ^)ieTC  Udca  was  bijilt,'ln  t|ie 
country  called  Africa  Propria^  fix  leagyek  from  Tunisj 
a  city  well  known   at  prefent  from  its  corfairs,  an3 
fettled  there  with  her  few  followers,  having  purchaled 
a  piece  of  land  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

Many  that  inh^bite^'in  thie  part§  adjacent,  invited 
by  tjie  hopes  of  gain,  repaired  thither  in  crowds  to 
feU  the  new-comers  the  neceflarics  p{  Ufe,  and  fgon 
after  fettled  there  t-hcmfcjves.  The  multitude  of  thefe 
inhabitants,  drawn  together  from  difFg-ent  p^ts^  be- 
came very  great.  The  people  of  U.tic^  who  confir 
dered  them  as  their  countrymen,  fcnt  deputies  to  them 
with  great  prefents,  and  defired  them  to  build  a  city 
In  the  place  where  they  had  firft  fettled.  The  nativies 
of  the  country,  through  an  eftpem  and  confidcration 

4  Utica  9c  Carthtgo  tmWt  kiclyts,  amb«  t  PSwraicidiiis  ^MdiUi  t 
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coflunoQ  enough  for  ftrangers,  did  the  fame  on  their 
fide.  Thus  every  thing  concurring  with  the  views  of 
DidOy  flie  built  her  city,  which  was  to  pay  an  annual 
tnbme  to  the  Africans  for  the  land  bought  of  them. 
It  was  called  Carthada  •,  Carthage,  which  in  the 
Fhoenician  and  Hebrew  languages,  that  are  very  like 
each  other,  fignifies  The  New  City. 

Carthage  at  Axft  augmented  its  territories  in  the 
country  about  it :  but  its  fway  did  not  continue  long 
confined  to  Aj&ica.  That  ambitious  city  carried  her 
anns  abroad,  conquered  Sardinia,  feized  a  great  part 
of  Skily,  and  fubjcfted  almoft  all  Spain  •,  and  having 
fcnt  out  powerful  colonies  on  all  fides,  (he  remained 
miftrefs  of  the  fea  during  upwards  of  fix  hundred 
years,  and  made  herfelf  a  ftate,  that  for  opulence, 
commerce,  great  afxnies,  formidable  fleets,  but  efpe- 
dally  the  valour  and  merit  of  her  Captains,  might 
.  difpute  with  the  greateft  Empires  of  the  world.  She 
was  at  the  higl^eft  poinf  of  her  grcatnefs,  when  the 
Romans  declared  war  againft  her.  ^ 

The  government  of  Cartilage  was  eftablifhed  upon  Afi^.  de 
principles  of  profound  wifdom  ;  and  it  is  not  without  Rcp."."- 
rcafon,  that  Ariftotle  places  this  Republic  in  the 
number  <)f  thofc,  which  were  the  moft  clleemed  by 
the  antients,  and  which  might  ferve  as  a  model  for 
others.  He  fupports  his  opinion  in  the  beginning  with 
a  reflexion  much  for  the  honour  of  Carthage,  by  ob- 
fcrvihg,  that  down  to  his  time,  that  is  to  fay,  for  more 
than  &ve  hundred  years,  no  confiderabk  fedition  had 
difturbed  her  tranquillity,  nor  any  tyrant  fubverted  her 
liberty.  And  indeed,  mbced  governments,,  like  that 
<jf  Carthage,  whore  power  is  divided  between  the 
Nobility  and  the  Peop^e^  have  the  double  inconve- 
nience, either  of  degeneratmg  into  popular  licence, 
through  feditions  on  the  fide  of  the  People,  as  was 
ufual  in  Athens  and  all  the  Greek  "Republics  ;  or  into 
tyranny,  on,  the  fide  of  the  Great,  by  violating  the 
public  liberty,  as  happened  at  Athens,  Syracufc,  Co- 


*  I^artl^dudathy  or  hadtha* 
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rinth,  Thebes,  and  Rome  itfelf  in  the  time  of  Sylla 
andCsefar. 

The  government  of  Carthage,  like  thofe  of  Sparta 
and  Rome,  confifted  of  three  different  authorities,^ 
which  balanced,  and  mutually  fupported,  each  others : 
that  of  the  two  fupreme  magiftra^cs  called  *  SufFetes  ^ 
that  of  the  Senate,   and  that  of  the  People.    The 
Tribunal  of  the  Hundred  was  afterwards  added,  which 
had  great  weight  in  the  Commonwealth.  * 
tiv.xxxiii     ^^^  SufFetes  continued  but  one  year  in  power. 
46,47.     They  were  almoft  the  fame  at  Carthage  as  the  Con^ 
fuls  were  at  Rome.     It  was  a  moft  conliderable  office, 
as,  befides  the  right  of  prefidin^  in  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice,  it  gave  theni  that  of,  propofing  and 
pafTing  new  laws,  and  of  mj^king  thofe  who  received 
the  public  money  bring  in  their  accounts. 
Ariftot.        The  Senate  formed  the  council  of  ffete,  and,  like 
loco  citat.t}^at  of  Rome,  was  in  a  manner  the  fou|  hf  all  public 
yoS* '^^^  deliberation.     When  opinioni  were^uniform,  and  all 
the  fuffrages  united,   the  Senate  '^decided  fovereignly 
and  finally.     When  it  was  divided,  iand  did  not  agree^ 
affairs  were  referred  to  the  People,  in  which  cafe  the 
power  of  deciding  devolved  'to  them.'     It  is  ealy  to 
comprehend  the  wifdom  of  this  regulation,  and  how 
proper  it  was  for  putting  a  flop  to  cabals,  for  conci- 
liating opinions,  for  fupporting  good  counfcls,   and 
for  making  them  take  place ;  a  body,  like  this,  be- 
ing extremely  jealous  of  its  authority, .  and  not  eafily 
confcnting,   that  affairs  within  its  jurifdiftion  fhould 
be  trahsfprred  to    another  authority.     Polybius  ob- 
ferves,  that  as  long  as  the  Senate  had  the  dire^ion 
of  affairs,  the  ftate  was  'governed  with  abundance 
of  wifdom,  and  all  its  undertakings  yerv  fuccefsful. 

It  appears,  from  Ariftotle,  that  the  rebple  volun- 
tarily left  the  care  of  the  public  affairs,  and  the  prin- 
cipal adminiftration  of  them,  to  the  Senate :  and  it 
was  thereby  that  the  Republic  became  fo  poWcrfiiL 

•  This  name  is  derived  from  a  ijrordy  which  in  tbc  Hebrew  and 
Pliccnician  fignifies  Judges. 

This, 
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This  was  not  the  fame  in  the  feauel.  The  People^ 
become  infolent  through  their  ricncs  and  conquefts^ 
and  not  reflefting,  that  they  were  indebted  for  them 
to  the  prudent  conduA  of  the  Senate,  refolved  to 
Ihare  UTo  in  the  government,  and  aflumed  almoft  all 
power  to  themfelvcs.  Every  thing  then  was  carried 
by  faftion  andtabal  v  which  was  one  of  the  principal 
cauies  of  the  ruin  of  the  State. 

The  Tribunal  of  the  Hundred  confifted  of  an  hun-  Ariftou 
dred  and  four  pcrfons.     They  were  at  Carthage  what 
the  Ephori  were  at  Sparta ;  from  whence  it  appears, 
that  it  was  inftituted  to  balance  the  power  of  the 
Great ;  but  with  this  difference,  that  the  Ephori  were . 
only  fii^e  in  number,  and  continued  but  a  year  in  of- 
fice, whereas  the  others  were  perpetual,  and  exceeded* 
the  number  of  an  hundred,     *  They  were  intended- 
to  check  the  authority  of  the  Generals,  which,  whilft 
they  commanded  the  troops,  was  almoft  unlimited 
and  fovereign  •,  and  this  was  conceived  a  means  to* 
fubje£t  it  to  the  laws,  in  laying  them  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  giving  an  account  of  their  adminiftration  to 
thefe  judges  on  their  return  from  the  field.     The 
wiieft  and  beft  concerted  inftitutions  degenerate  by 
degrees,  and  give  place  at  length  to  diforder  and 
licence,    which  break  through  all  barriers.     Thefc 
judges,  who  ought  to  have  been  the  terror  of  guilt 
and  the  fupport  of  juftice,  abufing  their  power*  which; 
was  almoft  unlimited,  became  fo  manv  petty  tyrants, 
t  Hannibal  being  in  office,    after  his  return, into Liv. 
Africa,  from  perpetual,  as  the  authority  of  thefe  judge^^^**"** 
was,  made  it  annual,  about  two  hundred  years  mtt 
the  inftitution  of  the  tribunal  of  the  Hundred. 

Ariftotle,  amongft  fome  other  obfcrvations  which  Arift.  loco 
he  makes  upon  the  government  of  Carthage,  remarksi  ^^^^to. 
two  great  defefts  in  it,  very  repugnant,  in  his  opinion, 

•  Ut  hoc  mctu  ita  in  bdio  imperia  cogitarentj  ut  domijudicia 
K^efque  rcfpiccre;it.    Justin,  xix.  z, 

t  It  appears  that  the  name  of  Praetor^  which  Livy  giyei  Haonibaly' 
\l  ttl^  inftead  of  Saffetei. 

m  to 
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to  the  views  of  a  wife  legiflator,  and  the  rules  of  good 
police. 

The  firft  cf  thefe  dcfe6bi  confifts,  in  conferrbg  fer 
veral  offices  at  the  fiune  time  on  the  iaroe  penon» 
which  in  Carthage  was  confidered  as  the  prooiaf  ex* 
traordinary  merit.  Ariftotle  confidera  thts  cuftom  aa 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  good  of  the  public  And 
indeed,  fays  he,  when  a  man  has  only  one  employ- 
ment)  he  is  much  more  capable  of  acquitting  hunielf 
well  in  it ;  aflfairs  being  then  more  carefully  examin- 
ed, and  difpatched  with  greater  expedition.  We  do 
not  find,  adds  he,  that  this  is  prafttfed  either  in  arnues 
or  fleets.  The  ikme  officer  does  not  command  two 
different  bodies ;  nor  does  the  fame  pilot  fteer  two 
vefliek.  Befides  which,  the  good  of  the  ftate  requires^ 
that  offices  and  favours  fhould  be  divided,  in  oixkr  to 
excite  emulation  between  perfons  of  merit  i  vherraa, 
when  they  are  accumulated  upon  the  fame  man^  the*, 
often  make  him  giddy  in  efFed  of  fo  peculiar  a  dii* 
tin^ion,  and  excite  envy,  difcontent,  and  murmurs  in 
others. 

The  lecond  dcfeA,  which  Ariftotle  finds  in  the 
government  of  Carthage,  is,  that  in  order  to  attain, 
to  the  great  offices,  befides  merit  and  bdrth,  it  was 
neceflkiy  to  have  a  certain  eftate  *,  and  that  in  confer 
queoce  poverty  could  exclude  the  moft  deserving  per^ 
KMia  I  which  he  confiders  as  a  great  evil  in  a  State. 
JPor  in  that  cafe,  fays  he,  virtue  and  merit  being 
reckoned  as  nothing,  and  money  as  every  things  th^ 
admiration  and  avidity  of  riches  feizc  and  corrupt  aa 
whole  city :  befides  that  the  magiftrates  andjudgea^ 
who  do  not  become  fo  but  at  great  expences,  fcenx 
to  have  a  right  to  indemnify  themfelves  afterwards 
with  their  own  hands. 

We  do  not  fiind,  I  think,  any  trace  in  antiquity^ 
which  argues,  that  the  dignities,  either  of  the  State, 
or  Judicature,  were  fold;  and  what  Ariftotle  {iy% 
hepe  oi  the  expences  for  attaining  tiiem  at  Carthage, 
falls  no  doubt  on  the  prefents,  by  which  the  fttffrage* 
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ef  thofe,  who  conferred  offices,  ^ew  brought  i  which,  Poiy^*  ^i, 
9s  Polybius  alfo  obfcrves,  was  very  cammon  amongft  *^^" 
^e  CftFthaginians,  with  whom  no  kind  of  gain  was 
infamoiis.     It  is  therefore  no  wonder,  that  Ariftotle 
coademns  a  pra&ice,  of  which  it  is  eafy  tQ  perceive 
die  pernicious,  thefatal^  cgnfequences. 

But,  if  he  means  tha€  the  rich  and  poor  were 
equally  to  have  the  firft  dignities,  as  he  (eems  to 
inliniiate,  his  opinion  might  be  anfwered  by  the  ge- 
neral practice  of  the  wifeft  Republics;  which  without 
deprefiing  or  degrading  poverty,  have  thought  \t 
neccBkry  to  give  riches  the  preference  •,  becaufe  there 
is  reafcm  to  prefume,  that  thofe  who  have  fortunes, 
have  had  a  better  education,  think  nfK)re  nobly,  are 
Jefs  liable  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  corrupted,  and 
to  do  mean  things,  and  that  the  very  (Ituation  of  their 
affairs  renders  them  better  affefted  to  the  State,  more 
difpofed  to  preferve  peace  and  good  order  in  it,  and 
more  intereftcd  to  obviate  all  fedition  and  revolt. 

Trade  was,  properly  fpeaking,  the  occupation  of 
Carthage,  the  peculiar  objeft  of  its  induftry,  and  its 
determinate  and  prevailing  tafte.  It  was  its  great 
force,  and  principal  fupport.  Situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  Kfediterranean,  and  ftretcljing  out  one  hand 
to  the  eaft  and  the  other  to  the  weft,  by  the  extent  of 
her  commerce,  (he  took^  in  all  the  known  regions  of 
the  earth.  The  Carthaginians,  in  making  themfelves 
the  faftprs  and  dealers  m  all  nations,  were  become  the 
fovereigns  of  the  fea,  the  tie  that  united  the  eaft,  weft 
and  foyth,  and  the  neceflary  channel  by  which  they 
communicated. 

The  moft  confiderable  perfons  of  the  city  did  not 
difdain  to  trade.  They  applied  themfelves  to  it  with 
the  fame  induftry  as  tlie  meaneft  citizens :  and  their 
grc^t  riches  never  gave  them  a  difguft  for  alTiduity, 
patience,  and  the  labour  neceflary  for  augmenting 
them.  This  acquired  them  the  empire  or  the  fea, 
m^^  their  Commonwealth  flouriOi,  enabled  them  to 
difpute  prehcminence  with  Rome  herfelf,  and  raifed 
them  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  power,  that  it  coft  the 
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Romans,  at  two  feveral  times,  a  cruel  and  doubtful 
war  of  more  than  forty  years,  to  fubdue  this  haughty 
rival.  For  Carthage  may  be  confidered  as  conquered 
after  the  fecond  war.  In  the  third  Ihe  only  expired 
nobly.  For  the  reft,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  Carthage, 
which  had  her  origin  in  the  principal  fchool  of  the 
world  for  commerce,  I  mean  Tyre,  had  fo  fudden  and 
fo  continual  fuccefs  in  it. 
Diod.  iv.  Diodorus  obferv^s  with  reafon,  that  the  lilver  and 
3I2-  gold  mines,  which  the  Carthaginians  found  in  Spain, 
were  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  riches,  that  enabled 
them  to  fupport  fuch  long  wars  with  the  Romans. 
The  natives  of  the  country  had  long  been  ignorant 
of"  the  trelfures  cortained  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
or  at  leaft  knew  little  of  their  ufe  and  value.  ,  The 
Phoenicians  were  the  firft  that  difcovered  them,  and 
in  exchange  of  merchandize  of  fmall  value  for  thofe 
precious  metals,  amailed  immenfe  riches.  The  Car- 
thaginians knew  well  how  to  improve  from  their  ex- 
ample, when  they  had  made  themfelves  matters  of 
the  country ;  as  the  Romans  did  afterwards,  when 
they  had  taken  it  from  them.  Polybius,  cited  by 
strab,iii.  Strabo,  fays,  that  in  his  time  forty  thoufand  men  were 
'*''  employed  in  the  mines  near  CarAagena,  and  that  they 
fupplied  the  Roman  people  every  day  with  twenty- 
five  thoufand  drachmas,  that;  is,  about  fix  hundred  and 
lifty  pounds  ftcrling, 

C^thage  muft  be  confidered  at  the  iame  time  as  a 
trading  and  as  a  warlike  Commonwealth.  It  was  a 
trading  ftate  by  inclination  and  condition ;  and  be- 
came warlike,  firft  through  the  neceflity  of  defending 
itfelf  againft  th<;  Aeighbouring  people,  and  afterwards 
through  the  defire  of  extending  its  commerce,  and 
aggrandizing  its  empire.  This  double  idea  is  the  true 
plan  and  charader  of  the  Carthaginian  State. 

The  military  power  of  Carthage  confiftcd  in  allian- 
ces with  Kings ;  tributary  countries,  from  which  fhc 
had  foldiers  and  moneys  fome  troops  compofed  of 
her  own  citizens  -^  and  mercenary  foldiers,  which  flic 
hired  in  the  neighbouring  ftates,  without  being  oblige4 
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either  to  raifc  or  difcipline  them  ;  becaufe  they  were 
entirely  formed  and  difciplined  before:  chuling  in 
each  country  the  troops,  which  had  moft  merit  and 
reputation.  From  Numidia,  (he  had  a  light,  bold, 
impetuous,  indefatigable  cavalry,  ih  which  the  princi- 
pal ftrength  of  her  armies  confifted  ;  from  the  iflands 
Baleares,  (he  had  the  mofl:  excellent  (lingers  in  the 
univerfej  from  Spain  and  Africa  a  firm  and  invincible 
infantry  ;  from  the  coafls  of  the  Gauls,  troops  of  exr 
perienced  valour ;  and  even  from  Greece  itfelf,  foldicr^ 
equally  good  for  all  the  operations  of  war,  whether 
in  the  fields  or  towns,  in  befieging  or  defending 
places. 

Thus  (he  could  immediately  fet  a  powerful  army 
on  foot,  compo(ed  of  all  the  chofed  troops  of  different 
States,  withdut  depopulating  her  countries  or  cities 
by  new  levies  -,  without  fulpending  her  manufaftures, 
or  difhirbing  the  works  of  artimns  ;  without  inter- 
rupting her  commerce,  or  weakening  her  navigation. 
She  acquired  by  the  blood  (he  bought,  the  poflHTion 
of  provinces  and  kingdoms,  and  made  other  nations 
the  inftruments  of  her  greatnefs  and  glory,  without 
contributing  any  thing  to  it  of  her  own,  except  money, 
which  foreign  States  fupplied  her  by  her  trade. 

If  (he  received  any  blows  in  the  courfc  of  a  war, 
thole  loflcs  were  like  accidents  •  foreign  to  herfelf, 
which  only  grazed  upon  the  outfide  of  the  State,  with- 
out madcing  any  deep  wounds  either  in  the  bowels  or 
heart  of  the  Republic.  Thefe  loflcs  were  fooa  re- 
paired by  the  fums,  which  a  flouri(hing  commerce, 
like  a  perpetual  fund  of  .war,  and  an  ever-new  re- 
fiDrative  of  the  State,  fupplied  to  purchafe  troops, 
that  were  always  ready  to  fell  themfelves ;  and  by  the 
vaft  extent  of  the  coafts  in  their  po({e(fion,  it  was  eafy 
fbr  them  to  raife  in  a  little  time  as  many  feamen  and 
jfowers,  as  were  necelTary  to  work  and  mann  their 
fleets,  and  to  find  ikilful  pilots  and  experien^ 
captains  to  command  them. 

0Ut  all  thefe  parts  fortuitoufly  combined,  had  no 
nunnl^.  cordial,  neceifary  tie.    As  they  were  imited 

by 
t 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


126  INTRODUCTIO  N. 

by  no  common  intcreft^  to  ferm  thfem  inCd  t  {oM  Md 
unalterable  body,  Acne  of  them  wer^  flncerely  afie^M 
for  the  fuccefs  of  aflFair^,  and  the  profpertty  of  tlie 
State.  They  were  not  a^uated  by  tin  fame  sbaly  and 
did  not  expofe  thdmfelves  to  dartgA-s  with  the  iame 
courage,  for  a  Republic^  (which  they  cc^ider^  as 
foreign,  and  therefore  as  indifiereilt ;)  as  people  W6to)d 
liave  done  for  their  owii  country }  the  hajppinefs  of 
which  cooilitutes  that  of  all  the  cittacBSy  who'  cotn* 
pofe  it* 

On  coi^Kkrable  loflesi  the  lUied  f  Kin^  yrtn 
.  cafily  difunited  from  Carthase,  either  through  thd 
jealoufy,  which  the  greatnefs  of  a  more  powerAil 
neighbour  naturally  caufeft )  the  hbpe  of  raorif  ^d- 
vantages  from  anew  ally  ^  of  tlie  fear  of  being  m» 
Vi>ly€d  in  the  misfortunes  of  an  old  onCi      ' 

The  tributary  provinces^  difgiifted  by  thd  weight 
and  infamy  of  the  yoke,  whith  they  bore  wifh  im» 
patience,  generally  flattered  themfeliFes  with  the  hopos 
ef  one  mof e  gentle,  io  dhatfging  their  mafter :  a#, 
if  fervitirie  were  ketitable^  they  wer*  very  indifiwcftt 
lis  to  their  choice,  as  we  fliall  fe«  from  n^Ay  ej(^ 
amplest  which  the  fequel  <^  this  hiftorjf'  wtU 
fupply. 

The  mercenary  tr^ps^  aceuftdmed  to  iiffcaRire 
then-  fidelity  by  the  greittne&  al)d  duratioif  of  eheifr 
pay,  were  always  resHy^  oA  th?  leiift  diiconient,  6» 
the  flighteft  promift  of  greater  hitt,  to  go  orer  (o 
tha  enemy,  ajgainft  whosfl  they  cafne  ttf  fi^t,  aisd  td 
turn  their  arms  iigMnft  thrf€^  who  had  odSectiihIsn  i» 
to  their  aid* 

Thus  the  greatnefs  of  GaKhagOt  whicli  fislbriMd^ 
i(felf  only  by  external  ftidl^  was &ken  toitsibiinda*-- 
tion^  as  foon  as  they  wercf  refndved^  Add  tf^  faefidks^ 
this,  her  commerce^  wluch  wAs  hit  dnly  rofeitrot^i 
happened  to  bo  int^rrwted  by"  the  k>fr  of  ai)2(tdr  aft 
fta,  (he  believed  herfelf  upon  the  brinkof  rain,,  ^ 
abandoned  herfelf  to  difoouA^jtaiem-  «nd^ 


t  A^  Sj^lksx  sad  M(tiuu&  .    ^    (^^V.j.-: 
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«s  appears  clearly   at  the   end  qf  the  firft  Pumc 
war. 

Ariftotle,  in  the  book  wherein  he  treats  of  the  ad- 
vantages and  incoiiTeniences  dE  the  governmeni:  of 
Carthage,  does  not  condenui  it  for  emplojring  none 
but  foreign  troops ;  and  one  may  infer  from  his  filence 
on  that  head,  that  it  did  not  fall  into  that  error,  tiU 
fome  tine  after.  The  rerolts  of  the  merc^nariesi 
which  immediately  followed  the  peace  of  the  iflandi 
JEgatcs,  and  of  wnich  the  efiefts  were  fo  terrible,  that 
Carthage,  before  her  final  ruin,  never  faw  herfelf  fo 
near  deftrxidion,  ousht  to  hare  taught  her,  that  there 
is  nothinff  more  unfortunate  than  a  State  fupported 
only  by  ^eign  troops,  in  whom  there  is  neither  zeal, 
iafety,  nor  obedience. 

This  was  not  the  cafe  in  the  Roman  Common* 
weaithi  As  fhe  had  neither  trade  nor  money,  ihe 
could  not  pay  for  aids  capable  of  enabling  her  to  pulh 
her  conquefts  with  fb  much  rapidity  as  Carthage. 
Bat  at  the  fame  time,  as  (he  derived  every  thing  from 
hedelf,  and  all  the  parts  of  the  State  within  itfelf 
were  united  with  each  other,  fhe  had  more  aifured 
telbarces  in  her  great  misfortunes,  than  Carthage  had 
in  hers.  And  hence  it  was^  that  fhe  had  no  thoughts 
of  afldng  peace  after  the  battle  of  Cannse^  as  the  latter 
had  afked  it  after  the  naval  battle  gained  by  LutatiuSn 
at  a.  time  when  the  danger  was  much  le6  urgent. 

Befides  the  forces  of  which  we  hare  fpoken,  Car^ 
thage  bad  a  body  of  troops  compofed  only  of  her  owa 
citiaens  ;  but  it  was  not  numerous. 

This  was  the  fehool,  wherein  the  principal  Nohi-' 
fity,  and  fuch  as  had  el^ation,  talents,  and  ambi-^ 
tion,  for  afpiring  at  the  great  offices,  made  their  firft 
appearance  in  the  profeffion  of  arnul.  It  was  out  of 
thefe,  that  all  the  general  officers,  who  commanded 
the  diffeit^nc  bodies  of  troops,  and  had  the  pnncipaL 
authority  in  the  armies,  vvene  choien.  This  ftate  was 
too  fulpicious  to  confide  the  command  of  them  to 
£»reign  Captains.  But  Ihe  did  not  carry  her  diiSi*. 
den(;eforher  owncitizens>  to  whom  (he  gavegreac 

power. 
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power,  nor  her  precautions  agamft  the  abufc  they 
might  make  of  it  to  opprefs  their  country,  fo*  far  as 
Rome  and  Athens.  The  command  of  her  armies  was 
neither  annual,  nor  fixed  to  a  limited  time,  as  in  the 
two  other  Republics.  Many  of  her  Generals  retained 
it  during  a  long  courfe  of  years,  and  to  the  end  of 
the  wars,  or  of  their  lives ;  thougli  they  were  always 
accountable  for  their  a&ions  to  the  Commonwealth^ 
and  liable  to  be  recalled,  when  either  a  real  faiilt,  a 
misfortune,  or  the  credit  of  an  oppoiice  fadion^.gavc 
occaiion  for  it. 
Cic.  de  It  remains  for  us  to  fpeak  of  the  chara£ler  and.man'* 
^^P"  Ders  of  the  Carthaginians.  In  the  enumeration  of  the 
diflFerent  qualities,  which  Cicero  afcribes  to  different 
nations,  and  by  which  he  defines  them,  he  gives  the 
Carthaginians  art,  ability,  addrefs,  induftry,  and  cun* 
ning,  calliditas ;  which  no  doubt  were  ufed  in  war, 
but  appeared  ftill  more  in  all  the  relt  of  their  conduft, 
and  were  attended  with  another  quality  that  borders- 
clofe  upon  them,  and  was  ftill  lefs  for  their  honour. 
Art  and  cunning  naturally  lead  on  to  lying,  double- 
dealing,  and  breach  of  faith ;  and  by  infenfibly  ac- 
cuftbminff  the  mind  to.  become  lefs  delicate  in  the 
choice  of  the  means  for  attaining  its  ends,  they  pre^ 
pare  it  for  knavery  and  perfidy.  *  Thcfc  were  alia 
in  the  number  of  the  charafteriflics  of  the  Carthagi-* 
nians  •,  and  were  fo  evident  and  fo  well  known,  that 
they  became  proverbial.  To  exprefs  a  treacherous 
difpofition,  it  was  ufual  to  fay  Carthaginian  fiuth, 
fides  Punica ;  and  to  defcribe  a  knaVifh  turn  of  mind^ 
no  exprefllon  was  either  more  proper,  or  had  more 
energy,  than  Pimcum  ingenium^  a  Carthaginiaa 
genius.  ^ 

The  extreme  defire  of  amaffinp;  r^'  hes,  and  the  in- 
ordinate paflion  for  gain,  (a  fail*";.;  v.\\  rein  the  great 
danger  of  commerce  confifts)  v/aj  iir  igft  them  the 
ufual  fource  of  injuilice  and  vile  p:  uixc.     A  fingie 

•  Carthaginenfes  fraudulently  mendaccs— .  r.  .1  v  virils  mcrca- 
torum  advenanimque  fermonibusad  ftudiun»  (n.Undl  ciua^itiis  cupidi— 
ttte  Tocabantur,    Cic.  Drat.  »•  in  Rull.  n.  ^\. 

iiiftaacf 
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Sxiflaace  will  prove  this.  '  *.  Daring  a  truce,  which 
.Scipiohad  granted  them  at  their  earncft  requeft^  fome 
Roman  (hips  driven  by  a  ftorm,  arriving  in  fight  of 
Carthage,  were  ftopt,  and  feized  by  order  of  the  Se- 
nate and  People,  who  could  not  fufFcr  {o  fine  a  prey 
to  efcape  them.  They  were  always  for  gaining  in  any  . 
manner,  and  whatfocver  it  coft.  them.  The  f  inhabi- 
tants of  Carthage,  many  ages  after,  owned,  as  *  St 
Auguft'in  tells  u%*x)n  an  occafion,  particular  enough, 
that  they  had- not  degenerated  from  their  forefathers  in 
this  point, 

Thefc  were  hot  the  only  vicesof  the  Carthagmiansi 
They  had  always  *fomething  crucV  and  favagc  in  their 
humour  and  genius,  an  haughty  and  imperious  rait,  a 
kind  of  ferocity,:  ^hich  in  the  fifcflremorions^  of  anger 
hearkening  to- neither*  feafon  nrir  remonftrance,  bru* 
taU^hivifried'themon  to  thelaft  exccffcs  and  violences^ 
The  People,,  timorous  and  crcraching  in  their  fcars^ 
were  fierce  and  cruel  in  their  ra^^  and  at  the' feme 
tiojejhat  tbey;.abjc]6Uy  urcmbledin  the  fight , of  jheir 
magiftrates,  in- their  turn  madja  all-in  iubjcdlion:  to 
thcmfclvea  tremble.  '^  .     '     :  .    '.       •: 

We  here  lee' the  difFerencSe  education  makes  be- 

twcjen  nation  and  nation.     The.  peopl?  of  Athens,  a 

city  always  confidered  as  the  centre  of  politriiefsiand 

erudition,  were  naturally  very  jealous  of  their  author 

rify,  and  difficult  to  manage  :'  but*  they  had  however 

^  fund  of -goodnefeand  humanity,  which  made  them 

CQmpaflionate  io  ithe  misfbrtaues.  of.  others,  arid  fufFcr 

the  faults. of  .their ieaders  with  patience  and  lenity. 

....    J-.   ■         ..   ■    ';;;•...    -.'•-'. 

•  Magiflratus  Scuatun'i  voc^re,  populus  in  Civ^Lsc  veftibulo  frempfe, 

iwtanta  ex  ocalis  lAuiiibufqae  nniitter^fuf  prxda.  Coarc;rifJ:d(*li^  I'c. 

1*1V.  XXX.   14.  '  •  ... 

t  A  mouaitcbaok  proraii^d  the  inhabitants  pf:  G\rrh?gc  to  tell  than 
ihcll*  m<5il  fecrct  thoughts,  if  they  would  come  to  Lim  on  accrtaja 
^ay:     When  they  wcr«RU'a;TefnUledy  he  toW  th(m,  '^  That- the v  all 


care  vendere.  In  quo  diCzo  ieviiUmi  Scenici  omnes  tamcn  conicientias 
invenerunt  fuas^elque  vet-a  &  tamen  improviia  dicenti  admirabili  fa- 
Torc  plaufcrunt.    S.  AucusTiN,  De  l>.Uit.  xiii.  3,,  . 

•    VoL.ni.  K  Cleon 
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Cleon  one  day  demanded,  that  the  afletnbly  flioidd 
be  diftnified,  becaufe  he  had  a  iacrifice  to  ofier,  and 
fome  friends  to  entertain.  The  people  only  laughed, 
and  withdrew.  At  Carthage,  fays  Plutarch^  fuch  a 
liberty  had  coft  him  his  life. 
Liv.  xx)*i^  Livy  makes  a  like  refledion  on  the  occafion  of  Te- 
•'•  rentius  Varro's  return  to  Rome  after  the  battle  of 

Cannse,  which  had  been  loft  by  his  xUcondu^i  he 
was  received  by  all  the  orders  or  the  ftate,  who  went 
out  to  meet  him,  and  (hanked  him  fiar  not  defpairifig 
of  the  Commonwealth ;  him,  fays  the  hiftorian,  who 
would  have  had  nothing  to  expeft  but  immediate 
execution,  had  he  been  vteneral  at  Carthage. 

And  indeed,  at  Carthage  there  was  a  tribunal 
exprefsly  eftablifhed  for  adlins  the  Generals  to  an 
^count  for  their  conduffc,  and  tney  were  made  to  an« 
fwer  for  the  events  of  war.  Bad  fuccefi  was  puniihed 
there  as  a  crime  againft  the  ftate  -,  and  a  commander 
who  had  loft  a  battle,  was  almoft  fure  to  bfe  his  lift 
at  a  gibbet  on  his  return ;  fo  hard-hearted  was  the 
dtfpdfition  of  that  People,  fo  violent,  cruel,  barbarous, 
and  always  ready  to  (hed  the  blood  of  citizens,  as  well 
as  that  of  ftrangers.  The  unheard  of  torments  which 
they,  made  Regulus  fuiFer  are  a.  proof  of  this }  and 
their  hiftory  abounds  with  examples  of  the  fame  kind, 
that  give  horror. 

They  qarried  this  iFeroclty  of  charader  into  the 

worihip  of  the  Gods,   which,    one    would  think, 

fhould  foften  the  manners  of  the  moft  favage,  and  in«* 

Q^  Curt,    ^ife  fentiments  of  humanity  and  mercy.    In  great  ca- 

*^;  ^-        lamities,  as  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  they  facrificed 

human  vlAims  to  appeafe  tlie  anger  of  their  Gods ;  an 

adion  which .  deferved  the  name  of  facrilege,  much 

more  than  that  of  facrifice:  Sacrilegium  verius^  quam 

^'!!!"*      Sacrum.    *  They  (acrificed  a  great  number  of  cKildreft 

*  Cum  pefte  kborarent,  cnienhi  fecrorum  rdigione  &  icelere  prti 
^eiii«dia  un  funt.  Q^ippe  homines  ut  vi^imat  imtnolabaiity  &  xrapu- 
beret  (quae  etas  etiam  hbftium  mifericordiam  provocat)  aris  admore- 
bant,  pACefn  deoruni  fanguine  eonim  expolcetttes,  pro  quorum  vits 
Dij  maximi  rogari  (oleat.    Jv^tiNi  i^. 

.  .v:.  to 
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to  thern^  without  jpity  for  an  age  which  excites  com- 
paffion  in  the  inou  cruel  eneniies  ^  fceking  a  remedy 
ibr  their  misfortunes  in  the  greateft  iniquity,  and  uling 
bariaarity  xq  ^^^fc^k  their  G94»« 

Diodorus  reliitet  an  exatqpW  of  tfai)  cruelty,  which 
cannot  be  read  without  horror.  When  Agathoclcs 
was  upon  the  jmhih  of  UQeging  Carthi^ge,  dhte  inha« 
faitants  of  th4l  ciiy»  f^^eii^  ihemfetves  rrauced  «>  the 
laft  exoemityi  imputed  thcdr  qvsforcooe  to  tbejuft 
wrath  oi  Ht^fn  ^dfpixA  them  y  beqaufe  inftcad  of 
children  of  the  firft  quality^  which  they  ufed  to  facrit 
fice  to  him,  they  had  fraudulently  fubftitutcd  the  chil- 
dren of  (laves  and  ftr^gers  in  their  (lead.  To  make 
amends  for  <this  pretended  crime,  they  facriHced  two 
kondred  children  of  the  beft  families  of  Carthage  to 
that  God;  befides  which,  more  than  three  hundred 
dtiaens  offi»d  tbemfiilT«s  valmitarily  as  vi£lims. 

la  dus^  &fs  Fhitarcb,  adoring  the  Gods  i  Is  it  ha;^^  Pint  jif 
iag  aa  idea  of  them,  tim  does  them  much  honour,  to  T^'^^^* 
fufpofe  them  dcfinius  of  flat^hce^  appeafbd  wxh  t/u 
human  blood,  and  capable  of  exadmg  and  appraving 
(bch  ftcrificet  ?  Could  one  believe  mankind  fufceprible 
9f  fuch  an  exc^  of  madnefl;  and  phrenzy  i  Men  have 
HOC  commoiily  So  total  a  contradiiflion  to  all  that  sa 
mottfKwd  in  nature  in  their  compofition.   To  &cri«> 
iioe,  to  ihiugkter  their  children  witn  their  own  handai 
to  tbfow  them  into,  fliiming  furnaces  in  cool  blood  *,  ^ 
»  ftifletikar  cries  and  fhricks,  left  a  victim  ofibr^d 
wkh  8  bad  grace  ihould  offend  Satum  ^  what  horrpni 
aie.thefe!  Sratimcnta  fo  unnatural.  To  barbarous,  and 
howcfer  adopted  by  whole  nations,  and  by  nations 
lenunrkable  for  the  wifiiom  of  their  conftitutions  of 
gdvammcQtf  the  Phisenictatis,  Carthaginians,  Gauls, 
ScythiMSi   and  even  the  Greeks  and  Romans,   and 
fandtificd  by  the  conftant  pra^iccof  dbany  ages,  cwld 
only  be  io^irdd  by  biixl»  who  was  ^  amurthei;rr  from 
**  die  bcgurdiig,**  and  who  delights  only  in  the  ^ 
gradation,  mifery,  %nd  deftrudion  of  manlund«. 


•  Bbaiitii»  h  oi;itlb  [nkatrei]  conpttiintaBnxt  ^ngiMm/h  at  tkVSf 
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Treaties  concluded  betwr^  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians 
»    f'-   *7  ,'••      bej^ore  the  jitft  Punic '(var.  ^ 

npHEtpearies  whith  I  repeat  in  ^his  place  will  be 
•.-*^  Of  fonk  ufe  for  (bewiAg  the  condition  of  the  two 
States,  efpedally  in  refpeft  to  c6ninl^roc, '  sit  the  time 
they  w^c  made.  We  are  principally  indebted  to  Po^^ 
lybius  for  pt^fetving  them.  '     '■ 

•  F/r/F  Treaty  hetiveeii  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians.    ' 

A.R  244.  *   This liirfb treaty  was^made  iii^  the  time  tii  the^fittf 
t  Ant.  c. '  Corifuls  Ithat  wei^  crcatcdiaftcn  the<  expuigon  of  die 
^*-...    Kings.  ^  iltiis  -as  fUlows,  vf^  IPaiybius,  as  near  as  it 
i^jS^iyg.  was.pbffiblerfor  mfi:€qIin«^)rdtit^ :.f^         Latin i  of 
* -2^'  ^     thofe  riflsjes was fodiffeBCrt^^frott that nonofpoke,  tl^at 
'  .1 . ;  thc?inoft:;expert  ibuf  it  difficult  to.  underftmd  certain 
rfiiogsi'.  :  n  '   . .  ;;  .   «:      '  >  'ji  -  ".     ^^-z  ,:;:  /    . 
t.  V.£fctween  ttie  Romans  slnd  their- allies  on  one  fide^ 
andftne  Carth^iniaqs  and!  .their  allies  on>  tfaeothery 
there.  ihaU:  he  an  alliance  xqponithefev conditions.  Nei«- 
ther  tiie  Romans  oar  their  allies  ihall' navigate  i^eyonct 
the  *  Fine- Promontory,' 'except  driven,  by  'itomis,  or 
conftcaihed  by  enemies.   '.Thar  in  cafeithcy  are  forci* 
Wy  dfiven  thither,  they  ftialLjiot  bejallowed  either  to. 
buy  or  take  any.  thin^  dxcepo  what  h  ftrifHy  necefias]^' 
for  refitting  tiair  fteips,  or  the  worfliip  of  the  Gods^ 
thatris-ta/fiiy;  .ibn  facrifices  •,  and  . that  .t|icy  fhsdl  dc- 
j^t  ixi.fo^e  dxry^.     That  the '  merchants  ifaall  pay  noi 
'    4tity5^j?xpept.thde-  tixthe  crier  and  the  ^regilfter :  that 
wlia«evjcr  isfddiii.the'preftnceJofixhofe.T:wD  witnefles, 
tloe^bjic  ihall  ibeiobiiged  to  make ^ood  4^0  the  fei- 
len:  fiThat  if LanjKRT)man<lhail.land  m  the  ptrt:of  Si-. 
ciiyly  fiibjcft  to -the  Ckrthaginians,  ftrift  juftice  (hall 

•  Where  this  Promontory  was,  is  not  cxaftly  known  ;  and  the  fitu- 
a«u:>n  of  the  two  citiesimeudoiiccHn  the  folio  wing  treaty  is  as  uncer- 
tain. ^  •  . 

,^   ^  ^  be 
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be  done  him  in  all  things;     That  the  CdithaginiaJwr  ^ 

ihall  ceafe  to  commit  any  ravages  in  the  countries  of 
the  Antiatcs,  ArdeateSjLaurentini,- Circeii^  Taniii 
cini,  and  of  all  people  of  Latium  fubjeft  to  the  Ro- 
mans. That  they  fhall  do  no  hurt  even  to  fuch  cities 
there,  as  are  not  in  the  dependance  of  the  Romans. 
That  in  cafe  they  take  any  of  them,  they  (hall  refforc 
them  entire  to  the  Romans*  That  they  Ihall  build  no 
fort  in  the  country  of  the  Latincs  :  and  that  if  they 
enter  it  in  arms,  they  fliall  not  pafs  the  night  in  it.**  . 

Second.  Treaty. 

This  fecond  treaty  was  made  an  hundred  and  fixty  a.  R.  4A7. 
years  after  the  firft,    in  the  Confullhip  of  Valerius  ^^^'  ^• 
Corvus,    and   Popillius  Lsnas.     It    differs  in  fome     ^^^' 
things  from  the  former.     **  The  inhabitants  of  Tyre 
and  Utica  with  their  allies  are  included  in  this  treaty. 
Two  cities  little  known,  Maftia  and  Tarfejum,  are: 
added  to  the  ^  Fine  Promontory,  beyond  which  the 
Romans  were  not  to  navigate.  '  It  fays^  that  if  the 
Carthaginians  take  any  city  in  the  country  of  the  La- 
tines  not  fubjeft  to  the  Romans,  they  fhall  keep  the 
money  and  prifoners,  but  fhall  not  fettle  in  It,  and 

fhall  reftore  it  to  the  Romans That  the  Romans 

fhall  not  traffick  nor  boiM  any  city  either  in' Sardinia 
or  Africa— —iThat  at  Carthage  and  in  .the  part  of 
Sicily,   poflcfTed  by  the  Carthaginians,  the  Romans 
fhall  have  the  fame  rights  and  privileges  in^refpeA  to 
trade,  as  the  citizens.**    Livy,  who  has  not  mentioned  Uvy  viu 
the  firfl  treaty,  gives  us  no  particulars  of  this,  and  f  7- 
contents  himfelf  with  faying,    "  That  ^AmbafTadbrs^ 
60m  Carthage  being  arrived  at  Rome  to  make  a  treaty 
of  alliance  and  amity  with  the  Romans,  it  was- accord- 1 
ingly  concluded  with  them.**  '  i 

Third  Treaty.        '  ' '' 

Only  Livy  mentions  this  tre;|ty,  ancj  fej^^vkw?  .^^w^^.r.^^^, 
vords  of  it,     "  The  treaty  *witfi  the  ;C?^rii2igi'niw%-sf"'-  ^'* 
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IiT.ix43-inki  ffHriMd  this  year  for  tj»e  xhkd  tin>e»  aad  pre^ 
frnts  wer^  made  with  poiktncb  and  mnicy  (o  the  Asm* 
Ui&dors»  who  came  to  Rome  on  thiK  oeoi&m.'^ 

Fcmrtb  Treaty. 

A.R.475-  About  the  time  that  Pyrrkus  made  a  ddcem  tM# 
^'^^*  Italy,  the  Romans  made  a  treaty  with  the  Caitha^* 
liv.  Epit.  niansy  wherein  the  fame  articles,  as  in  the  fcnrmer,  are 
Poi'b  ••  *g^^^  on,  with  the  following  additions.  **  That  if 
jU.  *  *"'  the  one  or  the  other  fhould  make  an  alliance  with 
Pyrrhus,  this  claufe  fliould  be  infcrted  in  it  j  *  that  in 

*  cafe  either  of  them  ihould  be  attacked,  the  other 

*  Ihould  be  at  liberty  to  give  them  aid/  That  whith 
ever  of  the  two  ftates  ihould  be  attacked*  theCarthar. 
ginians  ihould  always  fumifii  fhips,  as  wdl  for  the 
tranfportaticm  of  foldiers  and  provifions,  as  far  battle : 
but  that .  each  ihould  pay  their  own  tnoeps.  That 
die  Carthaginians  (hould  aid  the  Romans  even  by  iea» 
if  neceifary.  That  no  ihip's  crew  ftouid  be  forced 
to  quit  it  agaanfk  their  will" 

jafiB.         It  was  probibly  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  that 

$uSi^  Mago,  the  General  of  the  Carthaginians,   who  was 

lii.  \.      *  then  at  fea,  came,  by  order  of  his  mailers,  to  acquaiitf 

the  Senate  of  the  pain  they  were  in,  to  iee  ItiJy  at- 

Ffrrhus.  tacked  by  a  powerful  Kinjg,  and  to  of&r  the  Romans 

an  hundred  and  twenty  ihips,  in  order  t6  enable  them. 

to  defend  themfelves  with  a  foreign  aid  againft  a  fa* 

reign  power.    The  Senate  received  him  very  graci- 

DuAy,  afid  expreiTed  abundance  of  gnititisde  for  the 

good  wiU  of  the  Carthaginians ;  but  did  not  accepc 

their  olfer ;  adding;  that  the  Roman  People  entered 

into  no  wars,  bm  foch  as  they  were  capable  of  iuftasfi*- 

ing  and  terminating  with  their  own  armB. 

Thefe  treaties,  dpepialty  the  firil,  give  us  occaAon 
to  make  ibme  obiervations  upon  the  condition  of  the 
two  ftates.  By  the  &rft  treaty  it  appears,  that  at  the 
time  it  was  concluded,  the  Carthaginians  w^re  much 
more  powerful  than  the  Romans.  Beiides  t^  great 
extent  of  their  territories  in  Africa,  they  had  conquer* 

ed 
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cd  $U  Stfdiiisay  vAth  part  of  Skify,  and  were  abfolute 
mtftrfs  of  theifea^  which  enthlcd  them  to  give  other 
MOooAthfi  law,  iind  to  prefcribc  them  the  bounds,  ^' 
iKfood  which  they  were  not  to  carrjr  their  navigation. 
Mit  RomCt  which  at  that  tioie  had  not  long  thrpwn 
off  dr  yoke  of  regal  power,  was  ftill  ftruggUne  with 
her  neighbours,  and  uw  her  dominion  confined  with- 
m  very  aarrow  bouads.  This  infant  date,  weak  as  it 
was,  leemed  however  to  have  began  to  give  Carthage 
umbrage,  and  matter  of  difquiet.  Accordingly  at 
the  ftme  time  that  (he  kept  as  fair  as  paflible  on  the 
one  fide  with  the  Romans,  in  courdng  their  alliance, 
^  giving  them  and  their  allies  all  the  fecurity  they 
couM  defire,  on  the  other,  by  limiting  their  navigadon,. 
file  took  wife  sneafures  to  prevent  them  from  hav- 
ing too  much  knowledge  of  the  condidon  and  aflFairs 
of  Africa.  However  that  were,  the  alliance  with 
Rome  Mras  of  great  advantage  to  the  maridme  cities; 
of  their  allies,  as  it  fecured  them  againft  the  tnvafiona 
4kf  a  people  6)  powerful  by  fea  as  tl^t  of  Carthage. 

This  fame  treaty  informs  us  alfo,  that  from  the 
dme  of  the  Kings  there  were  citizens  of  Rome  that 
applied  themfelves  to  traffick.     And  this  was  abfo- 
lutdy  neoeflary  in  a  ftate,  which  was  obliged  to  have 
ircouffe  to  others  for  the  neceilaries  of  life,  and  efpe* 
ciaily  for  corn  and  other  provifions.  This  is  feldom 
mcntioiied  by  hiftmiana.    Livy  £peaks  of  the  ele6^ion.^'^:.*59- 
of  a  ma^rate,  who  was  to  be  charged  with  the  care    ^'  **'*'* 
af  provifions,  and  to  eftaUiih  a  fociety  of  faftors. 
In  proceft  of  time  commerce  was  one  of  the  princi-< 
pal  fources  of  the  riches,  which  the  Romans  acquir- 
€dj(  in  effeft  either  of  following  it  themfelves,  or  put- 
ting out  their  money  to  interiptc  in  trading  fliips,  as 
Cato  the  Cenfor  did.  In  his  ufe  mention  is  made  of  nut.  in 
fifty  d^akra,  who  fent  fifty  fhips  to  fea.    That  famous  Cat.p.  349 
*  Roman  efteemed,  and  ufed  this  method  of  acquir- 
ing riches.    Cicero  explains  himfelf  more  clearly  up«. 

•  2ft  interdoin  pneilare  populo,  mercatttris  rem  qtiferere*  ui  tarn 
poyniWriuli  fieti    Cat.  Xnlt.  lib«  de  re  ruftica. 

K  4  on 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


1^6  I:N  T'Ria;D.U.e»T  I:0  N. 

on  this  head,  as  I  have  alreadj^  obfetved  elfcwhcre; 
*  As  to  trade,  fays  he,  when  it  is  great,  and  extcn- 
five,  and  by  bringing  in  from  all  parts  a  great  abun- 
dance of  things  uleful  to  life,  gives  ^  every  one  the* 
means  of  fupplying  themfelves  tvith  what  they  waA«^ 
it  is  Bot  to  be  blamed,  efpecially  when  carried  on 
without  fraud  and  impofition.  It  is  even  meriterious 
and  laudable,  if  thofe,  who  apply  themfelves  to  it, 
are  not  infatiable,  and  content  themfelves  with  rea- 
fonable  gains. 

It  is  therefore  certain,  that  the  Romans  ufed  navi- 
gation at  the  beginning  of  the  Republic,  at  leaft  for 
trade.  They  afterwards  applied  themfelves  to  it  even 
for  war,  as  Mr.  Huet  obferves  in  his  Hiftory  of  Com* 
merce.  In  the  417th  year  of  Rome,  the  Romans 
having  overcome  the  Antiates,  prohibited  them  all 
trade  by  fea,  took  f  from  them  all  their  (hips,  burnt 
a  part  of  them,  and  carried  the  reft  up  the  Tiber  to 
•  Rome,  where  they  were  laid  up  in  the  place  appro- 
,priated  to  the  keeping  and  building  of  Ihips.  This 
is  a  proof  that  the  Romans  in  thofc  times  applied 
themfelves  to  naval  affairs.  In  the  443d  year  of  Rome 
the  place  of  Duumviri  is  mentioned,  whofe  ^  office 
Frcinfh.  was  to  fit  out,  repair,  and  keep  up  the  fleet.  In  the 
xii.  7*  &  8.  year  470,  the  Romans  had  a  fleet  of  ten  Ihips  at  fea 
commanded  by  the  Duumvir  Valerius.  It  was  in- 
fulted  by  the  Tarentines,  which  gave  occafion  for  the 
war  with  that  people. 

It  appears  from  the  laft  treaty  concluded  in  the  time 
of  Pyrrhus,  and  the  filence  of  hiftorians  in  refpeft  to 
the  navy  of  the  Romans  before  the  Punic  wars,  that 
till  then  the  Romans  had  thought  little  of  maritime 

♦  Mercatura,  fi  tenuis  eft,  fordida  putanda  eft.  Sin  magna  8c  co- 
piofa,  multa  undiquc  apportans,  multifque  fine  vanitate  impertiens, 
non  eft  admodum  vit\iperanda.  Atque  etiam,  ii  fatiata  qnaeftu,  vel 
contcnta  potius— —  vidctur  jure  optimo  poite  laudari.    Omc.  i.  Z5t. 

+  Naves  Antiatium,  partim  in  navalia  Romx  fubduftae,  partim  in- 
cenfae.    Liv.  viii.  14.     ■ 

X  Duo  imperia  eo  anno  dari  cocpta  per  populum,  utraque  pertinen- 

tia  ad  rem  militarem alterum,  ut  Duumviros  navaJes  claffis  om&n- 

dx  reficieiidaLque  causa  idem  populus  juberet.    Liv.  ix.  30. 

;  'r  affairs. 
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afiairs,  though  they  had  not  totally  ncgleded  them  ; 
fo  &zt  if  it  were  neceflary  to  have  a  conliderable  fleet 
for  a  war,  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to  fit  one  out : 
and  it  was  for  that  reafon  thfey  flipulated,  that  the 
Carths^inians  fhould  fupply  them  withfhips. 

Treaties  and -alljances  were  made  from  time  to 
time,  as  we  fee  h<fre,  between  the  Romans  and  Car* 
ithaginians,  but  no  real  amity  ever  fubfifted  between 
them.  They  feared,  and  perhaps  inutually  hated, 
each  other.  Their  refufal  or  the  aid  in  the  h&  place, 
wfaidi  Carthage  ofiered  the  Romans  again^l  Pyrrhos, 
argues  a  people  averfe  to  having  any  obligations  to 
die  Carthaginians,  and  who  then  perhaps  ibrefaw  a 
fupmre.  Accordingly  the  laft  treaty  between  the 
two  dates  was  foon  followed  by  the  firft  Punic  war. 
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B  O  O  K   T  R  JE    £  L  £  V  £  N  T.  H. 

THIS  book  contains  the  hiftoiy  of  the  firA 
Punic  war,  which  continued  twenty^-four 
yearly  from  the  468th  to  the  509th  year  of 
Rome. 

SECT.     I. 

jtid  granted  iy  the  Remans  to  the  Mamertines  againfi  the 
Carthaginians  occafions  the  firft  Punic  war.  The  Con- 
Jul  Appius  goes  to  Sicily.  He  defeats  Hiero^  and  enters 
MeJJina.  He  beats  the  Carthaginians^  and  leaving  a 
Jtrong  garrifon  at  Meffina^  returns  to  Rome^  and  has 
the  honour  of  a  triumph.  Ctnfus  complcated.  Infiitu-- 
tion  of  gladiatorial  combats.  Vejlals  punijhed.  Two 
new  Confuls  go  to  Sicify.  Treaty  concluded  between 
titer 0  and  the  Romans.  Punijiiment  of  foldiers  who 
had  furrendered  themf elves  to  the  enemy  in  a  cowardly 
manner.  The  Confuls  return  to  Rome.  Triumph  of 
Valerius :  firft  fun-dial  at  Rome.  Nail  driven  on  ac- 
count of  the  plague.  New  colonies.  The  Romans^  in 
conjunSlion  with  the  troops  of  Syracufe^  befiege  Agri- 
gentum.  A  battle  is  fought^  in  which  the  Carthagini^ 
ans  are  entirely  defiated.  The  city  is  taken  after  afitge 
of  feven  months.  Perfidy  of  Hanno  in  regard  to  bis 
mercenary  foldiers.  He  is  recalled^  and  Amilcarfent  to 
fucceed  him.  The  Romans  build  and  man  a  fleet ^  in 
order  to  difpute  the  fovereignty  of  thefea  with  ike  Car- 
thaginians.    The  Conful  Cornelius  and  fcventcen  fbips 
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i#v  ktkHh  M^  ^^iTfiBi'  «»  Cttnhagc  Ther^  if  Ot 
Jkif  ita/s  fhi  Oofb^mm  GanrsL  Pmamu  nnd 
vUkfy  XMed  i^  DmUmmar  ihi  cfoft  rf  AfyU.  His 
irimi^.  EmMm  0gmnjt  C&ifaa  and  Ssrdaum, 
Cfigf^it^^iMmi/l^prgffdiMUsifir^. 

IJISTORY  is  jMwr  going  to  cpeo  a  jievi^  (erics  of 
^^  tliieg^  and  ^reilts  to  become  ffur  greacrr^  aod 
WHt  imfmtmtt  dwi  ihcf  Attve  hitherto  been.  Dtir^ 
iqg  dte  frre  hundrcxi  ]rc»rs  {torn  the  building  of  Romc^ 
the  IbcHMSs  h«i^  beev  empbfed  in  fub|edJag  die 
fiatet  of  Ii»)y,  (&aie  bf  the  force  of  amifl,  otho's  byt 
oteties  and  aUkmcca,)  aiid  laying  die  foundadoas  of 
10  empire*  wjhidi  i$  to  comprebend  almoft  the  whole 
uniyerie.  They;  ate  sow  going  to  reap  the  fniirof 
their  dooieftic  coM|[ueih,  by  the  addition  of  fbreisii 
ooea  to  chemt  which  wiU  begin  by  Sicily  and  tlie 
acighbottfing  iflaod$  i  then  like  a.  conflagration  that 
peipetually  gaina  g!POUftd»  they  will  go  on  io  the  Spains, 
Amca,  Afia*  Greece,  and  the  Gauls:  conqgefta, 
which,  notwithftanding  their  vaft  extentt  will  cofl 
ifami  kfs  tinoe  ihm  that  of  Italy  alone* 

A  body  of  Campanian  advcnturerst  who  wereiffPoiyb.ii. 
^  pay  of  Agathoclea  tjbe  tyrant  ok'  Sicily,  having  p*6>"* 
enteivd  the  city  of  Meifima,  which  with  a  litde  varia* 
tion  la  now  Meflina,  ibon  after  put  fome  of  the  inha-t 
bitants  to  the  iword,  drove  out  the  reft,  married  their 
wives,  iftaed  ail  their  effefts,  and  remained  Ible  maf- 
ten  of  the  place.  iWiich  was  very  important.  They 
affimied  the  oaine  of  Mamertiaes. 

Afieer  a  Roman  legion  by  their  example  and  aid,  aa 
we  hrre  already  related,  had  trMOed  the  city  of  Rhe- 
gmm  in  the  fame  manner,  the  Mamertiflss,  fiipported 
by  thofe  allies,  became  very  powerful,  and  £^ve  the 
SjpracuGms  and  Cardiag^ans,  between  whom  the  do- 
minions of  Sicily  were  then  divided,  much  diiquiet. 
That  power  was  of  ihort  duradon.  The  Romans,  aa 
foon  as  they  had  pot  an  end  to  the  war  with  Pyrrhus^ 
having  taken  vengeance  of  the  perfidious  legion  that, 
had  feized  Rhegtum,  and  v^Btmed  the  plaoe ao  itt  an«' 

tient 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  Thb  OCCASION>of 

tient  inhabkantsv  the  MameVtines  continuing  alone 
and  without  fupiport,  were  no  longer.,  in  a  condition 
to  oppofe  the  forces  of  the  Syracufans.  The  fenfe  of 
their  weaknefs,  and  the  view  of  the  approaching  dan- 
ger, wherein  they  were,  of  fallings  into  the  haodft^  of 
.  their  enemies,  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
Homans,  and  to  implore  their  d^.  Buirfiiero  di^ 
not  give  them  time  to*  take  breath.  He  ^tticked 
them  vigoroiiOy,  Wid  gained  a  *  confiderabk  'vi&!ory 
over  them,  by- which  he  faw  himftlf  in  acondidon  to 
reduce  them  to  furrender  at  dilti-etion.  But  an  un- 
forefccn  aid  extricated  them  out  of  thisexwemity,. 

*  Hannibal,  General  of  the  Carthaginians,  who  was 
accidentally  at  that  time  at  the  iflands  of^Lipara  near 
Sicily,  having  received  advice  of  Hiero's  viftory,  apJ 
prchended,  ^at  if  he  Ihould  tntirely  rUin  Meflana; 
the  power  of  the  Sjrracufans  would  become  fcifmida- 
ble  to  his  country.  For  this  leafon,  be  imniediately 
paid  Hiero  a  vifit ;  and  under- pretextof  congratulate 
uig  him  upon  his  vidtory,  he  delayed  him  fome  days, 
and  prevented  him  from  fetting  out  direftly  for  Mef- 
fana,  as  he  intended.  In  the  mean  time  he  entered 
the  city  firft  himfelf ;  and  finding  that  the  Mamer- 
tines  were  inclined  to  furrender  to  the  conqueror,  he 
difiuaded  them  from  it,  by  promifing  them  powerful 
aids,  and  even  making  part  of  his  troops  immediately 
enter  their  city. 

-  Hiero,  perceiving  that  he  had  fuffered  himfelf  to 
be  over-reached,  and  that  he.  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  befiege  Meflana  after  the  reinforcement  which  had 
jjuft  entered  it,  thought  fit  to  return  to  Syracufe, 
where  he  was  received  with  the  univerfal  joy  of  the 

Aac.  Hift.  inhabitants,  and;  declan:d  King,  as  I  have  related  elfe- 
whcre  with  greater  extent.      -  -    .. 

-  After.  Hiero's  retreat  the  Mamertines  refumed  cou- 
rage, and  began  to  deliberate  up6n  the  choice  they 
had  to  make.     But  they  could  not  agree  amongft 

•  The  ramcs  liiDnibal,  Afdrubal,  /  dherbal,  Hanno,  and  the  like, 
wtre  very  common  at  Carthage.  Ir  were  nccdlefs  to  ttll  the  reader, 
tbttthis)tJU)tLth&graiLliaiuiibal.  i  .. 
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ihkmfshcs.  *«  Some  affirmed  that  it  was  ncceflaryio 
pntrdiemfclvcs  undcrthe^prote^lton  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians without  the  kaft'hefitatiort :  that  it  wks  for  their 
adirantage  to  do  fo  on  many  accounts,  befides  its  be- 
ing become  necc&ry;- as.  thcf  had-  received'  their 
tnoopa  im»  the  city,  .Other^  maintairted,  on  the  corf- 
trary,  that  the  Mamenanes  had  no  lefs  to  fear  frorfi 
the  Caitfaaginian^r  thm^from  Hiercy^  That  it  was  to 
run  headlong  into  voluntary  flavery/to  confide  iri- a 
Republic,  that  had  a  powerful  fleet  upon  thecoafts 
of  Sicily^  was  adbmlly  in  pofleilion  of  a  great  part  of 
tbeiiknd,  and  had  long  Ibught  to  make  herfelfniil^- 
trefe  of  the  reft.  That  confequeritly,  the  only  dioice 
they  couW make!  with  fafety,  was  to  implore  tHe  ani 
of  the  Romans,  >  a  piopie  as  invincible -in  war,  as 
faithfiil  in  thejr engagcmehts^  who  had^ fiot  a  fbbt-df 
land  in  Sicily,  had  no/  fleet,  nor  aiiy  ^xperi^ce  in  -  na- 
val affaim,  andhadan  e^ual intereft ^'prevent  as  weii 
the  Syracufans  as  Carthaginians  Ifrom  -becoming  -tod 
powcrftil ;iii  Sicily,  t'  TJisarr Jaftly, -as  they  had'  already 
fcnc  Ambaffadors  v^lSUiittkiy  i  ri  order  t^-put'theri^ft  WeS 
uiider  thc'protaaic»M)fi3ihe  Roman  P^le^  at  wcliSf 
be  a  kind^  indilt  tot  chaitge  their  cbfolotion  on  k  fird^ 
den,  andtCLhave/ecou'rfetoothcr^.'*^  :  -.-  o:  i^  i  a  v 
Whillb  things  Wdtvin  this  condition  SVMHTarravfKlg 
affair  way  delibemtcd  upon^at  Rome^  winch  Rad-  fo/ 
Confuls^aithao  time  ^  --ry,  -j  > -/  -  .  /.:.  .  ..r  .. 
•  ..-1':  •.         .V    !;•-/.  ,,:..'^:..  .•  ;    .    :.  .'.'J 

Afpjus  Clavi>iu;s  Q^vn^x.    ••  :  _  -,  -::;A.r.4S8. 

MvFjrLVfus-FLAtous.  /  •     '*  ,6^.  * 

.Tli!e.R<»nWfiSenafc  coofldering.ti^  affair  m-Hs  iiif-^%N:v  * 
ferent  ligjfl^,  fpund  fome  difficulty  jjii?,.    On^th^one-^n^^;'*  ' 
fide  it  appecired  fl^imefal  and  unworthy  gf  the  ^JRor  viii.  381. 
man  virtue,  ^ppenlj  to  take  upon  iKern  the  4§fe.nce  lof 
trdtors  and  villaiusj  who .  were  dii^iy  in£h^:&me. 
predicament-  with  iMe..^^  R»U?gi"l">  whom  they  liad 
jufl:  punilhed  fo  feYerely.->  On  the  other  fulc,-  it  was 
of  the  lafi  importance  to  ppt  a  flop  to  thq  pfogrefs  of 
the  Cardiaginian?,  who,  not  concept  with  their  cpn-*^ 
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A.R.4«t,c|ucft»  in  Africi  aftd  Spatiit  had  made  diMilcbm 
^t^'  mailers  of  all  the  ifiamb  in  the  feas  of  Siifdibia  snd 
lEnwiZy  and  would  foon  undonboedly  potEcA  tkcm- 
iclves  of  all  Sicily^  i£  Mcfiana  were  abandoned  to 
th/^m.  Now.  the  diftance  from  thence  into  Italy  was 
not  great,  and  to  leave  the  dstrance  open,  waa  kt  finne 
mesJure  to  invite  fo  po^erftdl  anedemy  thithdt.  The 
Scnat)e  was  befidca  offended  that  the  Cartfagiatanii  had 
aided  the  Tarentines. 

Theft  reaibns,  how  ftrong  ibivet  they  ap{h9arcd, 
could  noc  detertnine  (hem  to  dcdare  for  the  Mam«* 
tines :  the  motives  of  bonour  and  juftice  prevailed  cm 
this  decision  over  thoTe  of  intereft  and  pdQcy..  Btit 
the  People  were  not  fo  delieaft.  In  dne  afiesddf, 
which  wa3  held  upon  this  occafion^  it  waa  rdblved  to 
aid  the  Maniertines.  Tb9  Confid  Appitis  Claudios, 
who  had  dispatched  before  hisA  one  of  the  Trtt)one8  of 
hisaroiy^  ii«nedClaqdiu$alfi)r^toGQnc!liaftethefav6iir 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Meflam,  kt  out  wkh  his  army. 
In  the  mean  titfe  the  MacDerdnes^  P«^  faymonaces 
and  partly  by  fiurprKte,  drove  the  governor,  who^  conw 
aoanded  for'  the  Cardmginians,  oua  of  the  citadel  Hia 
imprudenoe  and  cowardice  coift  Urn  hk  life  ^  for  ho 
was  hang^  at  his  return  to  Cartfaage«^  The  Garthn* 
ginians,  in  ovder  to  retake  Meflana^  madti  a  flneir  ad- 
vance near  Felorys,  aod  phM»d  their  infiuttcy  on  ^m 
other  fide.  At  the  fame  time  Hiero,  to  take  advan-' 
tage  of  theoccafion,  for  driving  the  Mamerdnes  en-^ 
tirely  out  of  Sicily,  made  m  aOiance  vnth  the  Cartha^ 
^nians,  and  immediately  fet  out  f row  SytaCUfe  to 
join  them. 
Fronefaiii.  During  that  tiffie,  Appius  had  advanced  m^  the 
4-wt«  titmoft  dilieenee  to  aid  the  Mam«rlines.  He  had  the 
ftreight  of  Meffana  to  pafi.  The  enterprise  wasf  dan^ 
gerous,  or  more  properly  fpeaking;  rafli,  and  even, 
according  to  all  the  rules  of  probability,  impcdfiUie* 
The  Romans  had  no  fleet,  and  only  boats^of  a  grofs 
ftradbire,  which  might  be  compared  almoft  t6  the 
canoes  of  the  Indians.  For  this  ^ms  to  be  implied 
hj  the  term  cattdiittrU  na^is^  vhich^the  ancients  uTe 
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m  fpealdiig  i^the  fkft  I  am  ncm  relating :  ztid  fi^m  \!^^ 
dmcc  came  the  ConitiPa  fornamc  Caudex.  The  Car*  •  ^JJ^ 
ttu^nians,  oa  the  eontraiy,  hod  a  fleet  well  mmnti 
and  veiT  mimeious*  Appius  in  this  diflktrlty^  trhich 
would  have  difcofioeited  any  other^  had  recourfe  t^ 
ftracigcm.  Not  being  able  to  pafi  the  fittight, 
wfaere  the  Carthnginiafis  hadpofte^  themfelves»  he  mode 
a  feint  of  abandoning  the  enterprize,  and  of  marchmg 
,  back  towatds  Rome,  with  aR  the  troops  he  had  to 
coibark.  Uoon  that  news  the  enemy,  who  blockaded 
Mcflana  on  tne  fide  next  the  {t^  having  retired  as  if 
tbcfv  was  nothing  farther  to  apprehend,  the  Confvil, 
taking  advantage  of  their  abience  and  the  darknefi  of 
the  night,  pafied  the  ftreight,  and  arrived  in  Stcity. 

We  fee  here  the  tcrriWe  effects,  with  which  a  feuk 
tbac  feetns  flight  at  firft,  may  be  attended.  Had  the 
Carthaginians  prevented  his  palTage  as  they  might  Very 
eafily  have  done,  and  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
Meflana,  which  was  an  inevitable  confequence  of  it, 
the  Romans  perhaps  might  never  have  been  capable 
of  landing  in  Sicily,  nor  in  confeqticnc^  of  making  all 
the  conquefts,  that  acquired  them  the  empire  ofthe 
unrrerib.  But  Providence,  that  had  allotted  it  td 
them,  evened  them  the  way  to  it  <m  this  occafion. 
h  is  remarkable,  that  this  bold  ftep  of  Appius,  is  the 
firft  made  by  the  Romans  oot  of  Italy. 

The  nlace  where  he  landed  was  not  far  from  thtfSKonar. 
camp  of  the  Syracufans.  He  exhorted  his  troops  to  ^"*'  ^*** 
chai^  it  at  tmawarte,  afluring  them  of  viftory  in  the 
(arpnsic  wherein  they  would  find  the  enemy.  It  hap- 
pened as  the  0>nful  had  promift?d.  Hiero,  who 
expeded  nothing  fo  little,  had  fcarce  time  to  draw  up 
his  troops  in  batde.  ilis  cavalry  had  fome  advanta^ 
at  firft  V  but  the  Roman  infantry  having  charged  the 
giofsof  his  army,  foon  broke  and  put  it  entirely  to 
the  rout.  Appius,  irfter  having  caufed  the  dead  bodies 
ofthe  enemy  k>  be  ftript  of  their  fpoils,  entered  Mef- 
fima,  where  he  was  received  as  a  prefcrver,  come  from 
heaven  ^^  and  made  the  joy  of  the  Mamertines  the 
greater  and  the  more  fenfible,  as  they  had  fcarce  any 
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A.  K.  ^tz.  ^opesf  of  fuch  an  event.  Hiero  feeing  hioifelfdcieatecrt 
^u?'  aknoft  hiefpre  he  faw  the  enemy,  as  h«  afterwards  &id 
hunfelf,  and  fufpeAing,  that  the  Canthaginians  had 
given  up  the  paffage  of  the  ftreight  to  the  Romans, 
4[id  c^ifgufted  long  before  by  the  perfidy  of  that  peo^ 
pie,  made  his  troops  decamp  the  next  iHght  with  as 
little  noife  as  poifible,  and  returned  to  Symcufe  with 
great  diligence. 

.  ^  Appius  freed  from,  all  apprehenfiona  .on  that  iidc, 
thought  proper  to  take  tl^e  advanuge  of  the  terror, 
yhich  tfcws  noife  pf  this  firft  vidory  had  fpread  .even 
aimongil  the  Carthaginians.  Accordingly  he  marched 
;o  aitack.them  in  their  camp,  which  feemed  inaccef-- 
fible,  as  well  by  its  natural  fituation,  as  the  intrench-, 
jnenfis,  with  whighi  it  was  fortified.  And  he  was 
actually  repulfed  and  obliged  to  retire  with  fome  lah. 
The  Carthaginians,  who  confidered  this  hafty  retreati 
as  ^  effed  of  their  bravery,  and  the  enemy's  fear,- 
purfued'ti^em.  This  .was  what  the  Conful  expeded. 
He  ifaced  about  -,  on  which  the  fortune  of  the  battle 
changed  with  the  fituation  of  the  plaoe.  Their  ofw» 
courage  was  now  all .  that  either  .  fide  had  to  .truft  to. 
T/ie  Cart)iaginians  djd  not  loQg  maintain  their  groqnd 
before,  the  Romans.  A  great  number  ftf  them  were 
killed.  ;Someefcaped  into  their  camp,  othersiiotd 
the  neighbouring  cities,  and  tt^cy  did  nbt  dare  to<qtiit 
....  -:U|eir  ini;rcnchmencs,  4s  long  as  Appius  Qontinued  in 
•-:•.  t-  'Me/Tanaji  .  '/.  ..r.    1 

Zonar.  «^  feeing: ^imfelf  in^confequence^  pnaflt^r .of  .the^flddv 
^iii.  3«4-  he  ravaged  the  whole  /flat  country/wiiliput  oppofition, 
^nd  burnt  the  villages  of  the  allies  of::the  Syracufans-, 
So  general  a  conftemation  infpired.him  with  the. bold 
defign  of  approaching  Syracufe  ^felf.  Several  battles 
enfiied  with  very  varipus  fucpefs,-  in  one  of  which  thar 
Conful  was  in  great  danger.  He  had  recourfe  upon 
%Wis  occafion  to  ftratagem.  He  djfpatched  an  officer, 
to  Hiero,  as  if  to  treat  of  peace.  The  King  willingly 
hearkened'to  that  propoial.  They  had  feveral  inter- 
views, and  during  tl^ofe  conferences,.  Appius  infenfi- 
bly  retrieved  the  bad  ftep  he  had  made    Odiccpro- 
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poials  pafied  between  ibtne. private  perfons  of  the  two  A.  r*498. 
armies.     The  Syracufans  fe^mcd  to  delfre  peace :  but  ^^l'  ^' 
the  King  would  not  hear  of  it  then  5  probably  becaufe        ** 
the  Conful,  when  out  of  danger,  became  more  dif- 
ficult. 

Thefe  different  motions  took  up  great  part  of  the 
year.     The  Conful  returned  to  Meffana,  m  which  he 
left  a  ftrong  garrifon,  capable  of  fccuring  the  city, 
and  then  went  over  to.  Rhegium,  in  order  to  return 
to  Rome.     He  was  received  there  with  great  applaufes 
and  univerfal  joy.     His  triumph  over  Hiero  and  the 
Carthaginians  was  celebrated  with  the  greater  folem- 
nity  and  concdurfe  of  people,  as*  it  was  the  firft  that 
had  been  dbtiined  over  nations  beyond  the  feas. 
•    At  the  dofing  of  the  Cenfqs  this  year  by  the  Cen-  Freinfli. 
fors  Cn.  Cornelius  and  C.  Marcius,  the  number  of  the  *v-  ♦o— 
citizens  was  fdund  to  be   two  hundred  ninety-two*** 
thoufand    two    hundred   twenty-four,   an  exceeding 
great  number,  and  which  feems  incredible,  when  we 
refleft  upon  the  uninterrupted  feries  of  wars  from,  the 
foundation  of  Rome,  and  the  frequent  plagues  no 
lefs  deftruftive  than  battles.     One  can  never' fuffici- 
ently  admire  the  wife  policy  of  the  Romans  for  re- 
pairing all  thefe  lofles,  which  was  by  incorporating 
great  numbers  of  the  people  of  the  conquered  ftatcs 
into    the   body   of   the   Commonwealth  :    a  policy 
eilabliflied    from    the  reign  of  Romulus,    and    af- 
terwards   pratjlifed    with    unalterable    pcrfevcrance,' 
which  was  th<?  pHricipal  fource  of  the  greatnefs  of 
Rome,  an<!l  contributed  very  much  to,  render  her  in- 
vincible, by  Efiaking  her  fuperior  to  fo  many  defeats, 
of  which  fome  feemed  to  make  het*  eternal  ruin  in- 
evitable. 

•This  fame  year  gave  birth  to  a  cruel  and  favagc 
ctlftom,  which 'however  became  very  common  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  ^herein  the  -(hedding  of  human  blood, 
in  the  combats  of  the  gladiatQrs,  was  confidcred  as 
the  moft  agreeable  fight  that  could  be  exhibited  to 
the  Roman  People.  It  was  introduced  by  the  two 
brothers  M.  and  D.  Junius  Brutus,  to  do  honour  to 
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Av  R.  4SS.  the  funeral  of  their  father.    I  fhall  fay  fomcthing"  on 
^h  ^*  this  head  in  its  proper  plate. 

The  vcflj^  Capparonia,  conviacd  of  brcajcing  her 
vow  of  chafHty,  prevented  die  punifhmeat  by  hang- 
ing herfelf.  The  corrupter  and  accomplices,  were 
puniihed  according  to  the  laws. 

A.R.489.         M\  Yaleri,us  Maximus. 
^l'^^'  M\  OxACitius  Crassus. 

toiyb.  i.       The  preceding  year  Rome  had  been  obliged  to.  fend 

fJ'*  &     ^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  Confuk  againft  the  revolted  (Javcs  of 

xvi!  43I.  Volfinii  in  Tufcany.     This  year,  noi;  beipg  div!crtc4 

48.  by  other  war^s,  flxe  made  the  two  npw  Conluls  gOi  to. 

WiLYss.   Sicily,     They  afted  there  in  great  concert^  fometimcs 

uniting,   and  fometimes  dividing  their  troops-,  beat 

the  Carthaginians  and  Syracufans  oh  fev^ral  pccanons  ^ 

and  fpread  the  terror  of  the  Roman  arms  in  fuch  a 

manner  almoil  throughout  the  whole  ifland,  that  thq 

cities  fent  from  all  fides  to  make  their  fubmi/Iiox^  to 

the  Confiils  :  their  number  amounted  in  air  to  fucty*- 

fcven,  amongft  which,  were  *  Tauromenium  and,  Ca- 

tina,  two  itrong  places. 

Such  Ipeedy  fuccefs  induced  them  to  advance  to-, 
wards  Syracufe  in  order  to  befiege  it^  Hiero^  wJio, 
doubted  his  own  forces,  and  thofe  of  the  Carc^agin^ 
ans,  and  relied  ftill  lefs  upon  the  faith  of  the  Utter^ 
and  who  had  a  fecret  inclination  for  the  Romans,  in, 
cffeft  of  the  efteem  univerfally  conceived.  jfi?r  theiij 
probity  and  juftice,  fent  deputies  to  the  Confuls  to 
treat  of  peace.  The  accommodation  was  foon  concluded^ 
It  was  too  much  defired  on  both  fides  to  be  long  i^i 
negotiating.  The  conditions  of  the  treaty  wcip,<; 
*•  That  Hiero  fliould  reftore  to  the  Romans  the  pls(ces 
he  had  taken  from  them  or  their  allies ;  thox  he  mpukL 
difmifs  the  prifoners  without  ranfom  ^  that  h^  fiipujci, 
pay  an.  hundred  talents  of  filver  fpr  t]Ke  eifpences  of 
the  war ;  that  he  fliould  remain  in  quiet  pofTefliop  ojf 

*  NowTaonnina,  ortheeaftem.coa(tof  S^|ly,   C^taj^i  ihid«   . 
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SjfTicufe  and  tbi  cities  in  its  dc^iendance."    '^^'Aj^cf* 
pcincipad  of  thcfe  were  Acrse,  Leontium,  Megara,    ^6^ 
Nednae,  and  l:auR>mcnium.    The  treaty  was  ibon 
dUfter  rati^  at  Rome*    li  was  made  onl^  for  fifteen 
yem;  but  mutual  efteem,  and  .good  offices  on  both, 
fidies^  mderod  it  perpetual^    The  Romans  had  no  - 
^f  more  fiikhful^  iior  friend  more  conftant  than  this 
Pptkct.    Bringin|rhim  oyer  froni  die  fide  of  the  Car- 
th^^nians  was  doing  eveiy  thing.    He  was  of  infinite 
advantileeto  them,  ef^cially  in  relped  to  provifions, 
the  mu^KMtation  of  which  was  very  difficult  before, 
becaufe.  the  Carthagiiiiaiis  were  mafiiers  of  the  fea, 
which  had  put  the.  Romans  to  abundance  of  inconyc^ 
niences  the  precedingyeir. 

,  The  Carthaginian  General,  ¥^ho  had  failed  with  a 
fleet  t(>  theaid  of  Syracufe,  which  he  expe£ted  to  find 
befieged,  having  received  advice  of  the  treaty  conclu^ 
ded  between  Hiera  and  the  Romans,  returned  fafter 
than. he  came.  The  forces  of  the  two  new  allies  being* 
unkbd,  they  took  a  great  number  of  cities  from  the 
Caftfaai^niani. 

The  Confiil  Otaoilius  ga^  at  that  time  an  uieful  Froatia^ 
eumfde  of  fcycrity,  in  rdpca  to  military  difcipiine,  *^'  *• 
ai^vciry  confotmable  to  the  Roman  genius.    Soime' 
Roman  ibldiers,  on  an  occafion  of  danger,  had  fub^ 
mitjed'topafi  under' the  yoke,  tp  prefervc' their  lives. 
When  they'rejotoed  the  army,  the  Conful  condernned 
tbem  to  incamp  leparately  without  the  intrenchments, 
where  they  wem  m  much  leis  fecurity  than  the  reft 
dF  the  army,  being  more  expofed  to  the  incurfions 
of tfic enemy;  befides  which  it  was  a  permanent  di(^ 
grace,   that  continually  reproached  them  with  their 
cowardice, /and  animadverted  to  them  to  wipe  out 
theftainby  fomeii^onofvalpun  , 

The  winter  a|>pcaachihg,  the  Confuls,  after  havyig 
kft  fufficient  garrifons  in  the  towjps,    returned .  tQ 
RWnfe^iP^tit ffi^^  rtCoFthe  troops,  M*.  Valerius,' 'who 
ha(^  dij^guifiied  I^        this  campaign  in  a  p^uliar  - 
matft'fkt,  Tii±htd  the  honour  of  a  triumph,'  in  whicfi  , 
a run-dxal  was  carried  a  ncwbbjeft  to  the  Romano,  > 
L  2  who 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 48  .VALERIUS,  OTACILIUS;  iCohful*. 

A.  R.  f«9-  who  till  then  had  diftingirifhcd  the  hours^  as  the  pep-. 
^"5  ^'  pl^  ^^  ^  ^'^^  country,  by  the  different  height  of  the 
*  ^*  iun*  The  fun-dial  was.  horizontal,  and  came  from 
Catina.  Valerius  afterwards  placed  it  upon  a  pedeftal 
near  the.  tribunal  of  harangues.  '  He  lalfacauied  a 
pifturd  to  be  fet  up  in  the  hail  Haftilia^  wherein  his 
battle  with  Hiero  and  the  Carthaginiahs  w^  painted ; 
which  had  noH  been  done,  before,-  but  aftei^ards  bt- 
caine  very  common,.  ^  He  was  furhanaedMefiSilaV 
(orjiaving  delivered' the  city  of  Mefiana'  from  dainger  i 
yk^hichprobably,  after  the  depantiirc  of  Appius Cl^- 
(Jiu5,  had  been  attacked  again  by  Hiero  and  th^"  Car- 
thaginians. He.  was  calkd  at  tirft  Meflana:  which 
name  was  changed  infenfibly  into  that  of  Meflkla. 
Setfec»,  •  rio  doubt  through  inadvertence,  fays,  that 
this  furaame  yras  given  hiqi  for :  taking  .ihc*»city  of 
Meflana.  ....»• 

I.  faiii. before  t;hat  clo<iks  were  not  known  at  Rome! 
before  the. ConfuUhip  of  Valerius.  An  ancie&t  author^ 
p..     ..     according  to  Pliny,  gives  the  ufe  of  them  a  prior  date, 
60.'*^^"*    as  early   as  the  eleventh  year  before  the  war  with 
'  \t  \     PyrrUusvbut  Pliny  himfetf  invalidates  thifr  teftimony. 
•Th€^+  fun-dial,   which  Valerius  brought  to  Rome, 
having  been  made  for  the  climate  of  f'Gatina,  did  ntft 
agree  with  that  of  Rome,  nor  tell  the  hours  rights 
About  an  hundred  years  after  the  Cenfor  Marcius 
Phiiippus  fet  up  a  more  regular  one  near  that  of  Va- 
lerius.   In  that  interval  they  became  common  enough- 
at  Rome,  as  appears  from  a  fragment  of  Plautus, 
that  Aulus  Geiiius  has  prcferved.     It  ist  an  hungry 
parafite  tliat /peaks. 

:Us  ilium  Biiperdantj  qui  primus  hor^isr^criff 
^ique  adeo  primus  hie  fiatuif  folarium^  • 

•  ^ifHibi  commmil  mifero  articutatim  diem  ! 

•  'Primus  ex  familia  Valeriorum  urbis  Mcffanse  captac  in  fc  traxiflato 
normiiie  MeHkna  appellatus  eft,  paulatimque  Vulgo  pcimutante  literas, 
Mcflala  di^ljis  eft. .  SENEC.dcbtrevitvvit.  c.  igl. 

f  Quod  aim  ad  clima  Siciliae  defcriptum,  ad  bqras  Romx  non  coo*  - 
vemrct^ .  Marciais  Ph il ippus  Ccnrdr  aliud  j  uxta  conftit  uit,  Ck  rf  5  0  R  i  !*•" 
de^ic  nataliy  cap.  2». 

^  TJam 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VALERIUS,  OTACILIUS,  Confuli.  149 

'  Ndm  me  putro  uterus  bh  erat  folmum^  A.  R.  4.8  9. 

Multh  omnium  tftorum  optumum  Csf  veriffimumy      -     -     ''^^63^ 
Ubi  ifie  monebat  effe^  mfi  cum  nihil  erat. 
Nunc  etiam  quod  efty  non  eft^  mfi  foli  lubet:' 
Itaque  adeojam  oppktum  efi  oppidum  folariis^ 
Major  paripopuU  aridi  replant  fame. 


A.R.595. 


This  kind  pf  dial  was  of  no  life  but  when*  the  fun 
fhined.  Five  years  after  the  Cenforfliip  of  Marcius, 
another  Cenfor  (Scipio  Nafica)  fet  up  one,  which 
ferved  both  for  day  and  night.  It  was  called  a  Clcp- 
fydra.  It  fhewcd  all  the  hours  by  the  means  of  water, 
and  fbme  wheels  that  it  turned.  There  is  a  defcrip-  vitruv. 
'tion  of  it  in  Vitruvius,  who,  as  well  as  Athenseus  and  '*'  ^' 
Pliny,  afcribes  the  invention  of  it  to  Ctefibius,  a 
native  of  Alexandria,  that  lived  under  the  two  firft 
Ptplomies.  This  Clepfydra  differed  from  that  firft 
ufed  by  the  Greeks,  and  afterwards  by  the  Romans, 
to  limit  the  rime  allowed  the  orators  to  plead  -,  that  was 
alfo  ufed  in  the  •  armies  to  regulate  the  four  watches 
of  the  night,  of  which  each  was  three  hours,  when 
the  fentincls  were  relieved. 

What  a  difference  there  is  between  the  anticnt 
clocks,  either  public  or  private,  and  ours !  I  do  not 
know,  whether  we  have  a  due  fenfe  of  fo  confiderable 
a  good,  that  includes  fo  many  conveniences :  which 
certainly  is  not  the  efFeft  of  chance,  but  of  God's  be- 
neficent attention  "to  our  wants. 

All  the  world  knows,  that  the  moft  antient  fun-  ^  Chron. 
dial  mentioned  in  Tiiftory,  is  that  of  Ahaz  Kirig  of  **•'*• 
Juda,  on  which  the  prophet  Ifaiah  made  the  Ihadow 
of  the  fun  go  back  ten  degrees. 

I  return  tb  qur  hiftory.*  The  plague  continuing  to 
fhew  itfelf  in  the  city,  a  Diftator  was  nominated  for. 
driving  the  nail,  ahd  putring  a  ftop  by  that  religious 
ceremony  to  the  'wrath  of  the  Gods. 

*  Qak  impofiibile  ▼i^ebatur  in  fpeculis  per  tofam  no6bem  vigilantes 
fili^os  .|>ennaner«,  ideo  in  quatuor  partes  adclepsydram  funt 
ffiviiae  vigilis,  iit  non  amplius  quara  tnbiis  horis  noftuinis  neceffe  fit 
vigilar««    VEGSTi'deretxul.  iii.  S.  '  '  * 

L  3  ^  Some 
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Some  colonies  were  aUb  fettkd  at  Efernta,  Fiimum, 
and  Caftrum,  cities  of  Naples. 

A,R.4.oo.         ^'  PosTUMius Gemellus. 
^6*  Q^  Mamihus  Vitulus. 

Poiyb.i.       Thefe  two  Confuls  had  Sicily  for  their  province, 
x6— 19.'   but  with  only  two  legions,  whidi  s^ppcafed  Sufficient 
iince  the  alliance  with  Hiero  i  and  that  dimifiut|qn 
eafed  Rome  condderably  on  the  fide  of  prpyifions. 

Haying  united  their  troops  with  thofc;  of  the  allies, 
they  undertook  the  fie^e  of  Agngentum,  one  of  thjp 
ftrongefl:  places  of  Sicily.  Its  Mtural  lituation  and 
fortifications  rendered  it  almoft  unpregnable.  Th^ 
Carthaginians,  v^ho  had  forefeen  that  the  Romany 
emboldened  by  the  confiderable  aids  which  they  &ou]4 
have  from  Hi^ro,  would  undoubtedly  form  ibme 
important  enterprize,  and  that  they  would  probably 
attack  Agrigentum,  had  made  choice  of  it  lor  their 
place  of  arms,  and  with  that  vipy  had  ftrengthened  i; 
abundantly  with  every  thing,  necefiary  for  a  good  de- 
fence. They  at  firft  had  fent  pai:t  of  thpir  troops  into 
Sardinia,  with  defign  either  to  prevent  pr  retoi^d  the 
pafiage  of  the  Romans  into  Sicily.  Finding'  that  prcr 
caution  ineffeAual,  they  had  made  tneni  return^  and 
united  them  with  a  great  body  of  auxiliary  troops, 
from  LiKuria,  the  Gauls,  and  efp^cially  from  Spain. 
The  Confuls  encamped  withiq  a  mil?  from  Agri-^ 
gentum,  and  reduced  the  enemy  to  fliut  themfehres 
up  within  the  walls.  The  corn  was  now  ripe,  and 
aaqally  upon  the  ground.  As  it  wasonanifeft,  that 
the  fiege  would  be  of  long  continuance,  the  Roman. 
^Idiers,  folely  attentive  to  cuuing  and  bringing  off 
the  gram,  difperfed  themfelves  farther,  aAd  witl\ 
.  lefs  precaution,  thafi  was  confiftent  with  theproximiQr* 
of  a  powerful  enemy.  This  negligence  wa3  very  neajj. 
proving  fatal  to  them,  in  the  entire  ruin  of  their  army^ 
The  Carthaginians  falling  fuddenl^  upon  them^ 
the  foragers  could  not  fuftaiti  fo  warm  an  attack,  and 
were  put  to  the  rout,  The  ?ocinjr  th<rn  sw3yviced  to, 
-       .  *  the 
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the  camp  of  the  Romans,  and  having  divided  their  A.  R.  49^* 


troops  into  two  bodies,  the  one  began  to  pull  up  the  ^^^'  ^ 


palifades,  'whilft  the  other  attacked  the  guards  polled 
there  for  the  defence  of  the  camp.  Though  the  lat- 
ter were  much  inferior  in  number  to  the  Carthaginians, 
as  tiiey  knew  that  to  quit  their  poft  was  capital  with 
the  Romans,  they  fuftained  the  charge  with  incon* 
teivkble  refolutioh.  Abundance  of  them  were  killed, 
and  ftill  more  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy-  This  vigor- 
ous ddfehce  gave  time  fcM*  aid  to  arrive,  when  the 
Carthagfaiiahs,  who  were  engaged,  were  broke,  and 
tout  to  th*  rout.  Thofe  who  had  already  pulled  up 
part  of  the  palifades,  were  furrounded  on  all  fides, 
and  iXinoA  all  cut  to  pieceis ;  the  reft  were  purfued 
iquite  iilto  the  city.  This  aftion,  in  which  the  invin<« 
clbte  vidour  of  the  Romah  troops  retrieved  their 
he^lig^nce,  rendered  the  eniemy  lefs  difpofed  to  make 
fatlies,  and  the  Romans  more  upon  their  guard  in 
foraging. 

Sallies  accordingly  were  lefs  frequent  from  thence- 
foith;  and  this  determined  the  Confuls  to  divide 
theii*  armies  into  two  great  bodies,  and  to  poft  them 
In  the  firbnt  of  two  parts  (^  the  city ;  the  one  facing 
the  temple  of  Efculapius,  and  the  other  upon  the 
great  roid  to  Heraclea.  They  fortified  the  two 
camps  with  good  lines  of  contravallation  and  circum- 
vdlatlon :  the  firft,  to  preveht  Tallies  :  and  the  other 
to  cut  off  the  entrance  of  fuccour^  or  plt>vifions  intd 
the  place.  The  fpacc  between  the  two  camps  wa$ 
occupied  by  guards,  pofted  at  fmaU  diftances  from 
^ich  oihen 

The  Romans  ifa  all  thefe  operations  had  great  aids 
from  tiie  States  of  Sicily,  that  had  lately  joined  them. 
Tt^ir  trdops,  in  conjunftion  with  thofe  of  the  Romans^ 
fbhhed  ah  army  of  an  huhdred  thoufand  men.  Con- 
¥6ys  ^  provilions  were  carried  for  them  as  far  as 
Efbtfflfc,  from  #h*nee  tK^  Romans  brought  them  into 
tiifir  cfthip,  wWch  Wa4  not  vtty  remote.  In  efFcfl; 
of  theie  fiippBiat  th^  lbou^dcid  ^ith  tv<ry  thing  ne- 

"^^  I.,  T>. 
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A^''  400.  The  fiege  conujiued  in  this  condition  during  alnooft 
zlx?'  five  morxdis,  without  any  confiderable  aftion  on  either 
fide,  nothing  paffing  but  fome  flight  ikiroaifhcs.  But 
in  the  mean  time,  the  Carthaginians  fuffercd  exceed- 
ingly, becaufe  being  at  leaft  Bfty  choufand  fliuc  up 
in  the  place,  they  had  confumed  almoft.  all  their  pro- 
t^ifions,  and  had  no  hopes,  that  any  fupplies  could  be 
brought  in;  fo  good  a  guard  did  the  Romans  keep 
to  (hut  up  all  the  avenues.  In  confequence  the  evils 
tliey  had  already  fufFered,  •  and  thofe  which  they.ap^ 
prehendcd  were  to  come,  difcouraged  them  entirely. . 

Hannibal,  the  fon  of  Gifgo,  who  commanded  ia 
the  place,  had  fent  courier  after  courier,  to  demand 
aids  and  provifions.  At  length  Hanno  arrived  in 
Italy  with  fifty  thoufand  foot,  fix  thoufand  horfe  and 
fixty  elephants.  He  landed  at  Lilybseum  with  his 
troops,  from  whence  he  marched  to  Heraclea.  The 
inhabitants  of  Erbeffa  went  thither  to  him,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  put  their  city  into  his  hands,  through  which 
pafled  all  the  convoys  for  ;thc  Romans.  Accordingly, 
by  their  help  he  made  himfelf  matter  qf  it ;  from 
whenccforth  the  befiegers  were  no  lefs  diftreffcd  by 
the  want  of  provifions  than  the  befiegf  d.  They  were  at 
length  reduced  tofuch  extremities,  that  t^iey  deUberated 
more  than .  once  upon  raifing  the  fiege-,  and  they 
Would  hftve  been  reduced  to  do  it,  if  Hiero,  by  at- 
tempting every  kind  of  means,  had  not  at  laft  found 
one,  for  conveying  fome  fupplies  to  them,  which 
gave  them  time  to  breathe. 

Hanno  informed  that  the  Romans  were  greatly  dif- 
trefied  both  by  famine  and  difeafes,  which  are  generally 
the  efFed  of  it  •,  and  on  tlie  contrary  feeing  his  ovfji 
troops  in  good  condition,  refoived  to  approach  nearer 
the  enemy,  in  order  to  bring  them,  if  polfible,  to  a 
battle.  Accordingly  he  marched  from  Heraclea  with 
his  whole  army  and  fifty  elephants,  and  made  the 
Numidian  cavalry  advance  before  him,  after  having 
given  them  the  necefl^ary  inftruftions  for  drawing 
the  Romans  into  an  ambufcade.  The  Numidians. 
acquitted  themfelves  exaftly  of  their  commiflion,  and 
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advanced  to  the  camp  (rf  the  Confuls,  with  an  air  of  A.  R.  49 
contempt,  and  a  kind  of  infult.  The  Romans  did  ^l^f' 
not  fail  to  come  out,  and  charge  them  immediately. 
The  Numidians  made  fome  ftand :  and  afterwards. be- 
ing broke,  fled  precipitately  the  fame  way  that  they 
knew  Hanno  was  advancing.  The  Romans  purfued 
them  at  the  heels,  till  they  came  up  to  the  main  body 
of  their  army.  The  farther  they  were  from  the  camp, 
the  more  difficult  it  was  to  retreat.  Abundance  of 
them,  who  could  not  get  oflF,  fell  on  the  fpot. 

This  fuccefs  giving  Hanno  hopes  of  a  compleat 
viflkory,  he  feized  an  eminence,  not  above  fifteen 
hundred  paces  from  the  Roman  camp.  However, 
tho'  the  two  armies  were  fo  near  each  other,  they  did 
not  come  to  a  battle  till  long  after ;  both  fides  equally 
apprehending  an  adion,  that  could  not  but  be  deci- 
five.  The  Romans  in  particular,  being  difcoura^d 
by  the  check  their  cavalry  had  received,  kept  cfofc 
within  their  camp  :  But  when  they  faw  that  their  fear 
difcouraged  their  allies,  and  on  the  contrary  aug-* 
mented  the  boWnefs  of  the  enemy,  they  determined 
to  march  out.  Hanno  -began  then  to  fear  on  his 
fide,  and  was  in  no  hade  to  fight.  Two  months 
pafled  in  this  manner  without  any  confiderable  ac- 
tion. ' 

At  length,  at  the  warm  inftances  of  Hannibal,  who 
informed  him  that  the  befieged  could  not  hold  out 
againft  the  famine,  and  that  many  of  them  went  • 
over  to  the  enemy,  he  rcfolved  to  give  batde  witJj- 
out  farther  delay,  and  agreed  with  Hannibal,  that  he 
ihouldmake.a  fally  at  the  fame  time.  The  Confuls, 
who  w^re  apprized  of  this  defign,  affected  to  remain 
quiet  in  their  camps. .  This  induced  Hanno  to  offer 
them  batde  with  more  haughtinefs.  He  advanced 
quite  up  to  their  intrenchments,  and  reproached 
tjiem  with  their  abjed  timidity.  The  Romans  con- 
tented themfelves  with  defending  their  camp,  and  only 
fkirmilhed :  which  continually  augmented  the  fecurity ' 
of  the  Carthaginians,  and  their  contempt  of  the  ene- 
my.   At  laft  one  day,  when  Hanno  came  as  ufual  to 
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A*  IL  490.  attack  the  itititefichlii^ntS)  IMhiftuiiS)  udsrd&fg  to 
^^'  cdflom,  made  fotne  troops  ihiuich  but  oi^  ton^lfe 
iiim,  who  fatigued  and  naitafled  him  f K>fn  fix  iii  die 
-morning  till  aooa*  Then,  as  Hantio  WA  retitii^^  the 
CoAful  advanced  at  the  head  of  41  the  fi^^titi^  tb 
durge  him.  Though  he  "was  futplrifed)  not  etpeft- 
ing  a  battle^  he  fought  with  all  poAfole  ViittSW ;  ib 
that  the  vi&wj  continued  dotibtful  almoft  t!6  the  clolib 
of  the  day.  But^  as  his  ttod^  had  been  vtrf  much 
fatigued  before  the  battle,  l^thout  having  t^etfi  iUi^ 
Tcft^fhment,  and  the  Romans,  who  had  pit^af ed  them- 
'  fehres  in  all  refpeds,  came  on  vrith  quite  ireth  fbrc6 
and  courage,  the  match  wa&  not  equal.  Thedeftat 
began  by  the  mercenary  troops  of  the  lirftliiSe,  whd 
could  iuftain  the  fatigue  no  longer.  They  Mt  6n]% 
abandoned  their  poll,  but  thiH3wing  themMVes  with 
predpitati6n  into  the  midft  of  the  elephants,  Uhd  up<Mi 
the  leoMd  line,  >dtfbnteted  all  the  ranks,  Md  dreW 
ali  the  reft  after  them.  The  other  Conful  had  116 
lefs  faccefs  on  his  fide,  ahd  repulftd  HlMiibaU 
who  had  made  a  fally,  ^th  vigour  irtto  the  city,  and 
kifled  him  abundance  of  men.  The  catm^  of  the 
Caithaginians  wits  taken.  Thfee  elephants  wertt 
wounded,  thirty  killed,  and  eleven  fell  into  the  kand^ 
of  the  Romans.  The  men  were  either  ait  to  pietes^ 
or  diijberfed  in  flight.  Of  fo  numerous  an  atttiy,  fdmc 
few  elcaped  with  their  General  to  Her Aclea. 

Hannibal  feeing  that  the  Romans,  afiier  thefat%ue» 
of  fo  rude  an  aftion^  abandoned  themlblves  to  the  ioy 
of  their  victory,  and  were  more  remifs  thais  ufual  in  - 
keeping  guard,  took  ^vantage  of  that  faitrrval  of  iii* 
activity  and  negleft,  and  quitted  the  city  ih  Ae  ta^t 
at  the  head  of  his  mercenary  troops.  The  Rcmians^ 
who  were  uifcrmed  of  his  departure  the  nett  niorrilng, 
immediately  DOrfued  him.  But  as  he  had  gtft  a  ptit 
way  before  them,  the^  covM  onlv  Come  u^  wim  hia 
rear-guard,  part  of  which  they  hanaled  ftverely  cihot]^. 
The  inhabitants  of  Agri^ntum,  fteing  ihtplklvtst 
abandoned  by  the  CarAaginians,  put  many  ci  ihbtt 
that  remamed  in  the  cit^  to  t^^;  fM^»  either  td 
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.nf ag^  f^kmMyf*  .^9W  tkt  anchtsm  of  their  niferies,  A-IL  4^0. 
MtQrnak^  tbcir  fiQHff  IP  the  Yiftprs.    They  had  not  ^f- 

.tliMfiuvl  mf^  §i  tibcm  >veQe  made  flakes.    Agrigen- 

11101.  vaa  jt^u^n  indiis  manner*  after  a  fiegt  of  feven 

^1^.    A  gimt  fflWibcr  of  other  places  ibnmder- 

.cd  tb<m(^ies  in  i^rqaiequeDce  «o  the  ri&ors.    This 

,yift^  W93.  Wfsry  yidiiH  and  ^k^ious  to  the  Romans, 

.fofticfioft  thi(m^.f^ar,    during  this  ficge*  more  than 

4biity  .tbptliand  n»H  (9f  ^e  Coafurs  nrmyj  and  that 

of  the  ^tatta  qf  ^Sieily,  |ieriflicd  by  diEcrent  cauib. 

A3  .dw5  a^ppraai^  of  the  winter  would  jadmit  no  fiurther 

jcnfeip^ses  in  SieUyi  they  returned  to  Meflana  in  or- 

dor  to  repair  to  Rqme. 

JL..  V^utivs  Fi.ACcua,  ^i!^  c.** 

T.  Otacilius  Craisvs.  %u. 

Both  the  new  Confuls  had  Sieily  for  dieir  province, 
?«bidh  then  engrcdSbd  the  attention  of  the  Romana, 
and  thry  repaired  thither,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  would 
pcnnit. 

The  grief  which  Hanno  fdt  for  his  defeat,  waiy,^^ 
augmented  by  the  extreaae  perpleidty  he  was  in,  onstnt^iii. 
accoaint  of  the  teicok  of  the  niercenary  troops,  andl^r 

the  Gaula,  who  complained  with  ledidous^^c. 


cnes,  or 


cnes,  of  not  having  had  thdr  pay  for  ibme  months* 
He  eadeavoured  to[  mollify  them  by  magnificent  pro- 
nufest  of.  the  great  and  foeedy  advantages  which  he 
delved  them ;  and  add^d,  thajt  there  was  a  neigh- 
hounng  dry  of  ¥duch  he  w^  five  of  makbg  himfelf 
oaafttr  Oijr  insettgencc,  and  of  which  he  intended  them 
the  plonsoer^^  that  would  make  then^  ample  amends 
for  att  that  was  ^ve  ta  tdbem.  They  Kked  that  pro- 
polalweU;  andima^iiMng  themftlves  very  richalreadjs 
cxpreffixi  the^  grarmidp  to  him  for  hi&  intentions  in 
liuiir  favour,  and  ooagKitufauied  each  osher  upon  the 
booty  theyr  were  gmag:  tw)  take*  Hannp,  however^ 
had  ordered  his  tredjurer  tp  gQ  tQ  the  Cpnful  Otac^lius 
)$  %  darter,  i|q4^  pretext  of  being  unwilling  to  de- 
liver 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'  156  VALERIUSi  OTACILItJg,  Corifuls. 

A.  R.  49>*iivef  in  his  accounts  to  his  General ;  and  to  ^giTC  him 
^l\f*  advice,  that  four  thoufaiid  Gauls  hid  ordere  to  repair 
the  next  night" to  the  city  of  ^^^  Entella,  which  was  to 
be  fiirrcndered  <tO'  thenFi  by  treachery-,  isiml  Chat  it 
.  would  be  eafy  ro  cut  rhem  all  ofr,-  by  laying  anani- 
bufcade.  Though  the  Conful  did  not  rely  much  up- 
on the  information  of  adeferter,  he  however  diH  not 
think  it  proper  to  defpife  this  pi^e  of  advice'  entirely, 
and  pofted  an  ambufcade  at  the  place.  The  Gatifs 
did  not  fail  coming  thither  at  the  time.  The  ambuf- 
cade rofe,  attacked  them  at  unawares,  and  put  them 
all  to  the  fword,  bur  not  without  felling  their  lives 
dearly.  Hanno  in  confequence  had  the  double  joy  of 
difcharging  his  debts  without  coft,  and  of  deflroying 
a  confiderable  number  of  his  enemies.  How  horrid 
was  fuch  a  condudt !  Hanno,  on  this  occafion,  well 
makes  good  the  proverb  applied  to  the  Carthaginians : 
Punica  rides,  Punic  Faith.  Could  he  flatter  himfelf, 
that  ia  black  and  xlcteftable  a' treachery  would  remain 
unknown  to  men,  and  unpuniflied  by  the  Divinity  ? 
Accordingly,  at  the  end  of  this  war  we  Ihall  fee  Car- 
thage brought  to  the  very  brink  of  deftruftion,  from 
having  broke  her  word  with  other  mercenary  foldiers, 
and  refufcd  to  give  them  their  arrears. 

The  Carthaginians,  diflatisfied  with  Hanno,  recall- 
ed him,  and  laid  \a  great  fine  upon  him.  Amilcar, 
whom  we  muft  not  confound  with  the  father  of  Han- 
nibal, was  fent  to  command  in  his  place.  That  new 
general,  having  no  hopes  of  fucceeding  ag^nft  the, 
Romans  in  battle  .by  hnd^  conceived  the  dcfigti  of 
transferring  all  the  operations  of  the  war  to  the  fide, 
on  which  the  Carthaginians  had  indifputably  the  fupe* 
riority,  that  is  the  fea.  He  therefore  applied  himfelf 
to  cruizing  with  his  fleet  not  only  upon  the  coafts  of 
Sicily,  of  which  all  the  cities  furrendered  themfclves 
to  him,  but  on  thofct  of  Italy,  ravaging  the  country 
wherever  he  came.  There  was. no  new  a&ion  this' 
year  in  Sicily.    Ai  kind  of  partitibn  was  now  made  be* . 

•  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  a  little  U>  tlie  w.cftwar4, 
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tween  the  inland  and  maritime  ckics;  The  firft  fided 
with  the  Romans,  and  the  latter  with  the  Cartha- 
ginians. ... 

Cn;  Cornelius  Scipio  AsiKA.  A,R.49*« 

L**i    -r^  '  I  !  J  •  I        .  Ant*  C« 

\^.  Duinus.  ^$o. 

The  fifth  year  of  the  firft  Punk  war  begins  here;  Poiyb.  i. 
The  Romans  had  no  reafon  to  repent  their  having "» »«• 
undercdcen  it.    Hitherto  they  h^  lucceeded  both  in 
battles   and  iieges.     Hdwever,  as  'adyaiHage<^its^  as 
their  vi6tory  over  Hanno  might  be,  they  rightly  per- 
ceived, that  as  long  as  the  Carthaginians  continued 
mailers  of  the  fea,the  mfeiritinie' cities  of  the-  ilHrid 
would  declare  fornhem,  and  that/  they  Ihould  never 
be  able  to  drive  them  out  of  thofe  places.  •  Befides 
which,  they  were  not  fatisfied,  that  Africa  (hould  re- 
main in  peace  and  tranquillity,  whilft  Italy  was  infeft^  * 
ed   by*  the. frequent-  incurfion^^  6f  the  ehemy.     For 
Cartilage  was  no  lefe  formidable  -by  her  fleets  and 
naicd. armies,  than  fLbme-  by  ^her^  legions  and }and<^  ^ 
forces.     The  ftomanb  therefore  now  -firft  ^cohc^ived 
thoughts  of  building  ^iieet,  and  difputirtg  the  ioVe^ ' 
reignty  of  the  fea  with  the  Carthaginians.  The  under- 
taking was  bold :  but  it  (hews  tha  valour  andg^eat- 
ne&cf'mind  of  that  People.     When  they  went  to 
Siciif,  they  had  not  a  fingle  fhip^  though  ever  fo 
fmall,  equipped  fori  war,  and  Had' nothing  tocarry 
thcmoirerbut  the  cinoes,  of  which  ^e  have  fpoke, 
and  foffie  veflels  bolrowcd  of  their  neighbours.   They  ' 
had  no^expierienceof  naval'  affairs,*  nor-  fo  much  a^  a  > 
lingle  worlcmari  of  capacity  in  the  building  of  fhips.  • 
Thcf  even  did  not  know  the  form  of  a  quinquereihis, 
that  tsvt  a  galley  with  five  ^ rows  of  oars,  in  which  the  ' 
pijhdpa>fttehdthofi}eetsconfiftedatthat  time.  >But  * 
luckily  at  tKe  beginning  of  the  war,'  they  ^had  ;taSktti^^ 
one.  that  had  run  afliore^^  which  ferved  them  for  a 
model.    This  induftripus  and  ingenious^  People,  whcjn} 
no  lat)our  difcouragecj,  and  who  turned  every  .thiag  . 
to  their  advantage,  learnt  from  their  enemies  them- 
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A.R.49«feIves  theart  and  xokanBr  for  fubd«iingiltem\    TIk 

^lo?'  Confuis  prcfidcd.  in  tHis*  ne^  woife    TKc  Rmntes^ 

animated  by  their  warm  exhortations,  and  fliU-  more 

by  their  example,  applied  themfelves  with  incredible 

aniour  and  induftiy  in^  buildii^.  fliip^  of  all  kinds. 

Whilfl:  they  were  thus  employed  on  one  fide»  rowers 

were  raifed  on  the  other,  who  were  taught  a  maimer  of 

working:  entirely  tuy^o^nf^  to^  thern^  befciit;*    They 

were  made,  to  fit  upon  benches  on  the^  fide  of  thefea^ 

ihr  the  fanne  order  as  in  ifliipSi  and-  to^^ra^e^^  as* tf  ac» 

tually  at  the  oar,  the  diffepent  n^otions-c^  fUling  back! 

with  a  fpring.in  puUing  ^th  their  arms^  aad  then  of 

cxcending^them  Forwards^  in-order  to  renew  the'  fiuhe 

motion,  and  that  all  together,  iii:  con^ei^iand  at  the 

inftant  the  fignsd  was^giVen.    kt'  the^  ^ate-  of  tmor 

months,  an  hundred  galleys  of  five' benches  t^  oars;^ 

and  twenty  of  tfaree,>  w^ne^tted  out :  fb^that^^fays  ain' 

author:  *,  one  miglui  almoft:  have  b^lieved^  diat  they: , 

were  not* (hips  buUt  by^art^  but'  t]<ees  niel^aibrphbrddh 

into  galleys  by  the  Godsi^  Aftei^  tti&fowefs  hadbeefi' 

exerdfed'fof'^ibine  tinafe  in'  the*  Ihip^  diepiiftlres,i  the- 

fieet.putto  feaK.    T4ie  commsuid  oftHe  Wd'-army^in^ 

Sicily feUtby.lotr€0.Piii]j«is»  and-of thiatby rea't9<Boi^ 

nelios* 

Polybius  gives  us  this  aecoiint  of  tKe4)Ui]ding;of* 
this  fleet|.  and  of  thd^  preparations^  of  thiis  -  firft  navalr 
armyof  theRaftnanii^    We  muft  not  conclude  fnnnP 
thence,  that* they;  had?  never  uibd  the  fetv-  Thectm-* 
trary  is  piroved  by/cdrtaiiV'moi^ttments;  *  for  the  know-^ 
ledge  of  which  w^  arc^4Ad»bt]Bd^to^  t^  faille  jiiftoiiam  ^ 
But  they  rnever  had  a  •flMV which  defervedrthatname^^ 
nor  pi^obablylhip^  df'fcvetal  beaoheS^f  oarsV 
The  Conful -Cornelius '4Md  advanced '  bsfere  *  widf 
Poiyb.  i,  feveateen  fliips.    Thb^reftoftKe  fieetwte^ofol^off'- 
''*'         him.atnogfeatdiftailedi'  HaviagiConfldedtdorJuAiryr 
in.  the  p^ple-of  Lipiu«i<*ii^'had"prolniled'toTut^ 
render- that  iflaad**  and  citftD^hiln  bytreaeheryv'  he^ 

*  tJt  n<m  arte  fiifte  fed  qiiddam  munere  deonrnfcoAvtrfie  in  iiamf 

apprwd^ 
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bjr  Caithnginian  fhips*  He  pjce|)ared  to  eng^g^i.and  ^^^ 
€0  make  a  good  dejEe^ce :  btut  the  Gcosral  of  tbft 
emmy  hiiyiog  fent  to  paiiley  with,  hitxi  coocerniiig  an 
t?QG!inmQdaaQn»  up<vi  hl^  promife  Im  wjeoi^oja  boanl 
iikntf^  wttk Iu9.pi^ci{:^ officers. «Q  tiiestt  abowdba 
CQoditioiift*  Hq  hud  no  foonsr  sneered:  It^  dbm  tht 
pc^diQUA.Cjuthiiginiaii.f^i^cdbi^  perfon^  andalidvK 
^GcompmkA  hm;%  m^  after  hayimg  midfi:  himftUF 
iV¥l&K  o€  aU.  his  ihips»  carmd.  his  prifimert  to  CaiH 

Hr.  wu  ipon.puniil^  £)r  his  snoan. tratcboiyw  Hd 
^  aidy«OMd;with.f^ty  ih^a  to  t;ak)e  a  near  view;  o£ 
lAc  RQQiaa'fleefi^ to  e»4i¥m  of  how  imny  fhip3  it  con^. 
fifthly,  and  in  what  msmner  their  crews  w»rked».  ffuU 
cf.e««M9ipfi  for  enemiesi.  who  were  qtiitn  new  t(hti» 
fen,  I^€,  b«d  noic  ufed.  the  precaution  to  draw  up  'm 
kfo^  Imt: wcnb  on  with^t  order;  QndoubJii^  a 
eap$^  he  metthetj Roman  fleet,  at  the  mooieot  he.feaft: 
an^ed  ic.  It  rowed.and  made  all  poflijble  iail,  and 
^*  upoH)  tbM  o£  the.  Carthi^nians  roughiy.  Tbia 
was;iKifcaibMie,.  but  a^ohacfi..  He  loibcM  beft.parfr 
c^'bi^ih^a^.  and:  with,  gneat.  dl/Bcult^  jefcaped  wiiJki 

Tbferiftoriow  fk«  hayingbecn  informed  of  wbatPoiyb.  t. 
hagj^^cDpd  €Q.Coniellus,  fiuttadyioeof  it  to  his  CpUegiie4*~a*r^ 
Clitilius.  in;  Sicily^,  where  Jw  was.  at  the.  head: of  the^viiK  377. 
Ja«y8cmK»%.  and  alfo^that  itiwa$  arrived  there^  after 
having'  g^nsd  aa.adsrantage  over  the  enemy.   Duiliu$c 
having  left  the  cammiiid  of  hta  army  lo.the  Tribuncfii. 
n^ftiijsd:  inunediatel^  to  the.  fleet*    Aj»Jt  was.  within 
figbtiof  the  CartfaagihianSi  at  ^  Myle>.  they  pn^iamd^ 

M  t£ft  pdkf»  of  lAe:  Romans^  built  gi^lyrandLim 
hafte^  W8Ci]p  not  v«y  ftrift,  nor  cafy  to.>  WQck^  they 
badfap^liediduULinfionvnodence  by  a.machinfijnvent«' 
t4;09,%tb^  occaAoflf.  and.w^vch,  W^  afterwards:  ca}!^ 

f  Mdtarojioiy^.iipoa  tlieji>ortboodt(Qf?SicilKi 

Cois 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i6o  CORNELIUS,  DUILIUS,  Confuls. 

A.  R-  49*f  Corvus,  by  the  means  of  which  they  grappled  with 

^^60.      ^^®  enemy's  veffels,  boarded  them  againft  their  will, 
and  came  immediately  to  blows. 

The  fignal  of  battle  was  given.  The  Carthaginiai} 
fleet  confifted  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  fail,  com- 
manded by  Hannibal,  of  whom  we  have  fpoke  before. 
He  was  on  board  a  galley  of  feven  benches  of  oars, 
which  had  belonged  to  Pyrrhus.  The  Carthaginians, 
whom  the  blow  they  had  juft  received,  had  not  taught 
the  wifdom  of  not  defpifmg  their  enemies,  advanced 
proudly,  lefs  to  fight  than  to  take  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemy,  of  which  they  conceived  themfelves  already 
mafters.  They  were,  however,  a  little  amaaed  «t  the 
machines,  which  they  faw  raifed  upon  the  prow  of 
each  (hip,  and  which  were  new  to  them.  But  they 
were  much  more  fo,  when  the  fame  machines  direct- 
ed againft  their  ihips  and  let  fall  on  a  fudden,  grap- 
pled them  whether  they  would  or  no,  and  changing 
the  form  of  the  fight,  obliged  them  to  come  to'  blows 
as  if  they  had  been  by  land.  The  ftrength  of  the 
Romans  confifted  in  clofe  fight:  for  which  reafbn, 
when  they  came  board  and  board,  by  the  means  of 
their  Corvi,  they  had  a  great  fuperiority  over  the- 
enemy,  who  excelled  them  only  in  agility,  and  ad- 
drcfs  in  working  their  ftiips,  but  were  inferior  to 
them  in  everj^  thing  elfc.  .  Accordingly,  they 
could  not  fuftam  rthe  charge  of  the  Romans.  The 
flaughter  was  horrible;  The  Carthaginiana  loft  tihirty 
{hips,  amop^ft  which  was  that,  of  the  General,  who 
dcaped  in  a  boat  not  without  difficulty.      *   ^  • 

He  well  kiiew  what  this  defeat  Wast^  coft  hihi,  and . 
immediately  difpatched  a- friend:  to  Carthage  before 
the  fad  news  of  it  could  arrive  there.  On  entering  the 
fehatehe  faid:  ^^  Hannibal  has  ient  me  to^aik.  you, 
^«  whether  he  is  td  give  the  Conful  batde,^  10^10  has 
**  a  numerous  fleet  under  his  command  ?"  '.  He  was 

+  Pohrbiiis  gives  n«  'a  very  ciraimfbntial  but  v^  dUfctire^dercrip- 
tion  of  this  machine.  There  arc  feveral  kinds  of  Corvi.  Mr.  FoU 
lard*»  diifertation  upon  this  fttbj«a  may  be  feen  in  hit  iPblyBius,  Book 
I.  p.  83,  &c.  and  m  the  Arts  and  Sciences  of  the  Antients  there  are 
plates  and  defcriptions  of  them.    See  Se^.  of  Art  Military. 
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ahfwered  unanimoufly,  that  there  was  no  occafion  to  ^R-^a* 
hefitate  upon  that  head.  "  He  has  done  fo,  Gentle-  ^l'^^  ' 
**  men/*  added  he,  "  and  has  been  defeated."  This 
was  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  his  judges  to  con- 
denu]  him  ;  becaufe  they  could  not  do  it  after  what 
hadpafled^  without  condemning  themfelves.  Incon- 
fequcnce,  at  his  return^  he  was  only  ^Jivefted  of  the 
command. 

After  the  General's  flight,  the  (hips  that  remained 
were  at  a  great  lofs.  They  were  afhamed  to  retire 
from  the  battle,  without  having  (hared  in  the  danger, 
fuficred  any  thing,  or  being  pufhed  by  the  enemy  : 
but  they  did  not  dare  to  attack  him,  fo  much  did  they 
dread  thofe  new  and  terrible  machines,  from  whicn 
they  could  not  efcape.  Accordingly,  when  they  did 
make  an  effort,  they  were  borne  down  by  their  means. 
In  this  fecond  battle,  and  the  former,  fourteen  (hips 
were  funk  and  thirty-one  taken ;  with  feven  thoufand 
pfilbhei's,  atid  three  thoilfand  killed;  Such  was  the 
fuceeis  of  the  naval  battle  fought  near  the  iflands  of 
Lipara. 

The  firfl:  good  effeft  of  the  vidory  was  the  deliver- 
ance of  •  Segefta,  which  was  very  much  prefled  by 
die  Carthaginians,  and  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 
Duilius,  aner  having  caufed  the  fiege  to  be  raifcd,  at- 
t:lck^d  and  took  Macella  f,  Amilcal-  not  daring  to 
come  againft  him*  The  campaign  being  almoft  ovei*^ 
die  Conful  rttumed  to  Ronw.  His  abfence  reinftated 
die  affairs  of  the  Carthaginians  confiderably,  and 
many  cities  either  voluntarily  returned  to  their  obe-. 
diehce  to  them,  or  were  reduced  to  do  fo. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  with  what  tokens  of  joy  Duilius 
was  received  at  Rome.  Extraordinary  honours  were 
paid  the  author  of  a  kind  of  glory  entirely  new*  He 
was  the  firft  of  all  the  Romans  to  whom  a  naval  tri- 
umph was  granted.  A  monument  of  this  victory  was 
ere^ed  in  the  Forum,  which  was  a  colm.'tajiojtraia 

*  On  the  weft  of  Sicily»  near  the  fea. 
t  A  li^ore  inland  pUce  than  Segefta*, 
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A.R-49»-of  white  marble,  with  an  infcription  that  mentioned 
,6^0.  *  the  number  of  fliips  which  were  either  taken  or  funk^ 
and  the  fums  of  gold  and  (ilver  brought  into  the  trca- 
fary.     This  column  fubfifts  to  this  day,  and  its  in- 
fcription is  one  of  the  moft  antient  monuments  of  the 
Latin  tongue,  which  was  ftill  very  grofs  and  impcr- 
feft  in  thofe  times.     Duilius  in  fome  meafure  perpc- 
Florus  ii.  tuated  his  triumph  during  his  whole  life.     *  For  that 
«•  purpofe,  when  he  returned  at  night  from  fupping  in 

the  city,  he  always  walked  with  a  torch  and  a  muTician 
before  him  :  an  unexampled  diftin6lion  of  a  private 
perfon,  and  which  he  aflbmed  himfelf ;  fo  much  con* 
fidence  did  the  glory  he  had  acquired,  give  him,  and 
fo  much  did  it  raife  him  above  rules. 

A.R.493.  L^  CORNBLIUS  SctPio. 

359.  '  C.  AciyiLius  Florus. 

Ffeinfli.  The.  provinces  of  thcfe  Coftfuls,  as  .before^  were 
▼iii.  iz—  Sicily  and  the  fleet.  The  Senate  kft  him,  to  whom 
the  fleet  fliould  fall,  at  liberty  to  land  in  Sardinia  or 
Gorfica,  if  he  thought  fit.  The  lots  aaye  this  pro- 
vince to  Cornelius,  who  immediately  let  out.  This 
was  the  firfl:  expedition  of  the  Romans  againft  Sardinia* 
and  Corfica* 

Thefe  two  iflands  are  fo  near  each.other,  that  they 
Height  be  taken  almoft  for  one  and  the  fame :  but  they 
differ  very  much  in  the  nature  of  their  foil  and  climate^ 
as  well  as  in  the  genius  and  charaderof  their  inhabi- 
tants. Sardinia  was  otherwife  called  Ichnufa.  It  doe& 
not  give  place  in  extent  ix>  the.  greateft*ifldind$  in  the 
Mediterranean,  nor  for  goodnefs  to  the  moft  fertile. 
-f  Valerius  Maximus,  fpeaking.of  Sicily  and  Sardinia^ 
calls  them  the  abundant  feeders  and  nourifliers  of 
Rome.     It  w^  rich  in  cattle,  bore  exceHent  com  ia 

•  C.  Dnilium — red^untem  a  ccena  fenem  faepc  yidebam  pucr.  (It 
IS  Cato  who  fpeaks)  Dele6babatur  cereo  funali,  &  tibicine ;  f[aK  (m» 
nuUo  exemplo  privatus  fumpferat:  tan  turn  licentiae  dabat  gloria.  Cic. 
de  Sene6^.  n.  44. 

f  Siciliam  &  Sardiniam^  benigai/rimas  Ufbis  noftrs  nulrices.  Val, 
•Max.  viii.  6, 
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gr€at  plenty,  and  had  many  mines  both  o£  ffM  and  A.  R.  491* 
Slyer.     The  air  has  been  counted  bad  in  all  feafons,   ^'^^-^^ 
but  efpeciaUy  in  fummen     The  principal  city  was     *^*' 
Caralis,  now  called  Caglian,  oppofite  to  Africa,  and 
has  a  good  port 

Corfica^  called  by  the  Greeks  Cyrous,  is  not  to  be 
compared  to  Sardinia,  either  for  extent  or  power.  It 
is  mountainous,  rough,  inacceffible,  and  uncultivated 
in  many  places.  The  inhabitants  partake  of  the  na<^ 
ture  of  the  foil,  and  are  of  agro&  and  brutal  di^li* 
tion.  They  bear  fubjcftion  with  great  reluftance,  and 
are  arerie  to.  all  mailers.  They  ti^d  fereral  cities>;  but 
not  much  freq^uented :  the  principal  were  Aleria,  a 
colony  of  the  Phoceans,  and  Nictia,  a  cohny  of  the 
Hetrurians.  It  is  now  divided .  into  two  parts,  the 
one  on  this  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  which  there  are 
five  and  forty  fmall  diftrifts,:  that  they  call  Pieves, 
wherein  are  Badia  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  Balagnia, 
Calvi,  Corte,  Aleria,  and  the  cape  of  Corfica ;  the 
other  part  beyond  the  mountains,  in  which  there  are 
one  aiKl  twenty  diftrids  or  Pieves )  the  principal  cities 
are  Ajazzo,  Boniface,  Porto^Vecchio,  and  Sarna. 

The  Carthaginians  had  long  made  war  With  the  in- 
habitants ofthefe  two  iflands^    and  had  at. length 
poflefied  themfclves  of  the  whole  country,  except 
fuch  places  as  were  inacceffible  and  impradicable,  to 
which  no  army  could  approach,  and  where  it  was 
impofiible  to  force  them.     As  it  was  more  eafy  to 
otrercome  the  bodies,  than  the  minds  of  tbefe  people^ 
tlie  Carthaeiiiians  had  recourfe  to  a  ftrslnge  method  in 
refpeA  to  tnem,  which  was  to  root  up  all  their  com 
and  other  productions  of  the  earth,  in  order  to  hold 
them  in  entire  dependaoce,  by  obliging  them  to  fetch 
cy«7  thing  neceifary  to  life  from  Africa,  and  by  pro-    r 
hibiting  tMm,  vtpon  paift  of  deadv  either  to  fow  grain 
or  to  plant  fruit-trees.    Ariftotle,  who  relates  this        '. 
faA,  does  not  mention  at.  what  tinie  it  was.    How  Auftuh. ' 
capable  was  fo  cruel  and  inhuman  a  treatment  to  ir-  p.  1159* 
ritate  a  people  naturally  fierce,  and  enemies  to  every 
kind  of  fubjcftion  !  To  reduce  them,  it  was  ncfcelTary 
,      M  2  not 
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A.R.49I  HOt  to  root  up  the  corn  fmm  their  lands^  but  the  love 
^t^  of  liberty  natural  to  all  men  from  their  hearts ;  of  to 
ipedc  mcHie  properly,  pains  fiiould  have  been  taken  to 
toften  and  polifh  their  manners,  by  treating  them  with 
centlenefs  and  humanity.  The  Carthagimans  in  con- 
fequence  could  never  make  themfelves  entirely  maftens 
of  this  people,  ♦  fufficiently  iubjefted  to  obey  but  not 
CO  be  treated  like  flaves,  as  Tacitus  fays  of  the  people 
of  Great  Britain. 

The  Conful  Cornelius  advances  towards  thefe 
iflands,  and  firft  took  Aleria  in  Corlica ;  after  which 
all  the  other  places  furrendered  themfelves.  From 
thence  he  went  to  Sardinia.  He  fell  in,  on  his  way, 
with  the  enemy's  fleet,  which  he  put  to  flight.  He 
intended  to  attack  Olbia ;  but  finding  hinifelf  too 
weak,  and  that  city  in  too  good  a  condition  to  defend 
itfclf,  he  renounced  the  fiege,  and  returned  to  Rome 
in  order  to  raife  more  numerous  forces.  At  his  return 
he  was  more  fortunate.  Having  defeated  and  killed 
Hanno  in  a  battle,  he  took  the  city.  The  Conful 
ordered  the  funeral  of  the  Carthaginian  general  to  be 
folemnized  in  an  honourable  njanner ;  convinced  that 
fuch  an  ad:  of  humanity,  in  refpeft  to  an  enemy, 
would  very  much  exalt  the  luftre  of  the  vidory  he 
had  gained.  That  adion  fuits  the  probity  and  virtue 
of  Cornelius,  as  atteflied  by  an  antient  infcription, 
which  I  ihall  repeat  here,  becaufe  it  is  fliort ;  but  it 
includes  the  mofliperfed  praife,  in  faying,  that  Cor* 
nelius  held  the  firft  rank  amongft  the  perfons  of  worth  * 
and  honour.  Hone  oinom  ploerumei  cofentiont  duonorum 
cptimom  fuijfe  virom :  which  according  to  the  manner 
of  later  ages  would  be  wrote,  Nunc  tmum  plurimi  con- 
fmtiunt  bonorum  optimum  fuiffe  virum. 
orof.iv.7.  Romefaw  herielf  expoted  at  that  time  within  her 
^?^-  own  walls  to  an  exceeding  danger,  from  which  flic 
*"•  ^  '  was  preferved  by  extreme  good  fortune.  The  fa& 
is  as  follows.    The  rowers,  in  the  Roman  fleets^  were 

•  Jam  domiti  ut  jwyeant^  nondum  ut  fcnrittC*    Tacit,  in  vie 
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compofed  partly  of  freed-inen>  who  from  flaves  had  A.R.^). 
been  made  Roman  citizens,  and  partly  of  foldiers  fur-  ^V,. 
nifhed  by  the  allies.    Both  the  one  and  the  other  were 
called  y^m  navaUsy  as  we  find  in  feveral  parts  of  Livy.  Ur. 
They  were  lifted,  and  took  an  oath,  as  foldiers.     In^"*'*:** 
thefecond  Punic  war,  as  the  public  treafury  was  ex-STs/*' 
haufted,   the  citizens  were^  obliged  to  furntih,  andxlU.*/. 
maintain  at  their  own  expence,  a  certain  number  of  J^"  '^^^ 
their  flaves  for  rowers,  according  to  the  amount  of 
their  eftates.     At  the  time  of  which  we  are  ipeaking, 
there  were  four  thouiand  men  at  Rome,  mofi  of  them 
Samnites,  fent  by  the  allies,  to  make.up  the  number  of 
rowers.     As  they  had  a  declared  aveiiion  for  the  iea- 
iervice,  they  were  continually  talking  with  each  other 
upon  the  misfortune  to  which  they  were  going  to  be 
^^xpofed.     This  inflamed  them  to  fuch  a  deoree,  that 
they  formed  the  defign  of  burning  and  plundering  the 
city.    Three  thoufand  flaves  entered  into  this  co^ifpi- 
racy.     Happily  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Samnites 
difcovered  the  plot,  and  informed  himfelf  in  all  the 
circumftances  of  it,  which  he  immediately  imparted 
to  the  Senate,  who  ftifled  it  in  its  birth,  and  b^pre  it 
could  break  out. 

The  Conful  Florus  did  no  great  exploits  ia  Sicily. 
Cornelius,  having  driven  the  Carthaginian  arms  both 
out  of  Corfica  and  Sardinia,  triumphed  with  great 

gW- 

SECT.      II* 

Tht  Conful  Atilius  is  preferved  in  great  danger  ij  t^c 
courage  of  Calpurnius  FlammOf  a  Legiofnny  Tribune. 
He  beats  the  Carthaginian  fleet.  Regulus  ii  eleSed 
Conful.  Famous  battle  of  Ecnoma  gained  by  the  Ro- 
mans atfea.  The  two  Confuls  go  to  j^rica^  take  Cfypea^ 
and  ravage  the  whole  country.  Regulus  continues  /# 
command  in  Africa  in  quality  of  Proccnfui:  bis  ColkguOi 
returns  to  Rome.  Regulus  demands  afucceffor.  Battle 
xvitb  theferpent  of  Bagrada.  Battle  gained  by  Re- 
M  3  gulus. 
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gutus.    He  takes  Tunis.    Hard  propofals  of  peace  ef- 

fered  by  Regulus  to  tie  Carthaginians  :    they  refufe 

them.     The  arrival  of  Xantbippus  the  Laced^emonsan 

revives  th£  courage  and  confidence  of  the  Carthaginians, 

Regulus  is  defeated  in  a  battle  by  XanthifpuSy  and 

taken  prifoner.      Xanthippus  retires.      Reflexions  of 

Pofybius  upon  that  great  event.:   Anew  fleet  built  a$ 

Rome.     The  Carthaginians  raife  the  fiege  of  Ciypea. 

TheConfttls  go  to  Africa  with  a  numerous  fieet.    After 

gaining  two  batiks,  th^  put  to  fea  again  to  return  to 

Italy.    The  Roman  fleet  is  difperfed  by  a  dreadful ftorm 

upon  the  coafts  of  Sicify.     The  Carthaginians  befiege^ 

and  take^  Agrigentum.    The  taking  of  Panormus  ly 

the  Romans  is  followed  by  thefurrender  of  many  places. 

The  Ron^ttSydifcouraged  byftveralfbepwrecks,  renounce 

ibffea.     Lipara  taken.    Difobedience  of  an  officer  fe^ 

fo^ely  puniflsed.    Ranarkable  feverity  of  the  Cenfors. 

The  Senate  turn  their  whole  efforts  again  to  the  war  by 

fea...  Famous  ^battle  ly  land  near  Panormus  gained  by 

the.  Proconful  MetHlus  over  the  Carthaginians.    The 

elephants  that. were  taken  are  fent  to  Rome.  Manner  in 

which  ihey  are  made  to  pafs  the  fir  ait.     The  Cartha^ 

giniansfend  Ambaffadors  to  Rome  to  treat  of  peace^  or 

of  the  exchange  ofprifoners.    Regulus  accompanies  them. 

He  declares  agait^  the  exchange.    He  returns  to  Car^ 

fhagCj  where  he  is  put  to  death  in  the  moft  cruel  tor^ 

ments.    Reflexions  upon  the  confiancy  and  patience  of 

Regulus, 

A.R.494.         A.  Atilius  Calatinus. 

Ant.  C. 

»58.  C.  SuLPiciu5  Patirculus. 

^par-  -A  TILIUS,  to  whom  the  command  of  the  land- 
l/v.  Epit.  ^^"V  ^  Sicily  had  fallen  by  lot,  confined  himfelf 
xvii.  to  the  fie^  of  Mytiftrata  *,  a  very  ftrong  place^ 
ti  7!^"'  which  his  predeccflbrs  had  attacked  at  different  times» 
but  always  without  fuccefs.  After  a  long  refiftance 
the  Carthaginian  garrifon,  tired  with  the  cries  and 

•  Situated  weftward,  nev  the  river  Abpfuc. 

lamen- 
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lamentations  of  the  women  and  children,  who  eagerly  ^^-^h* 
demanded  that  an  end  fhould  be  put  to  the  cruel  evils     ^^i^  * 
the  city  had  long  fufFered,  quitted  the  place  in  the 
night,  and  left  the  inhabitants  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of 
their  fate  as  they  thought  fit.     The  next  morning  they 
opened  their  gates  to  the  Romans.  >   Their  fubmiffion, 
which  was  entirely  voluntary,  deferved  the  kindeft 
and  moft  indulgent  treatment'.     But  the  foldiers,  who 
had  fufFered  the  length  of  the  fiege  with  impatience, 
tranfportedwith  fury,  and  hearkening  only  to  revenge^ 
put  all  to  the  fword  without  regard  to  age  or  fcx,  till 
the  Conful,  to  put  an  end  to  the  flaughter,  caufed 
declaration  to  be  made,  that  the  foldiers  Ihould  have 
the  money  for  which  the  prifoners  were  fold.     Avarice 
prevailed  over  cruelty,    and  difarmed   thofe  frantic 
wretches.     The  citizens  that  efcaped  their  fury  were 
fold  ;  and  the  place  was  plundered  and  afterwards  de-r 
fboyed. 

The  fame  Conful  having  entered  a  valley,  com-  pi^^^  j. 
manded  by  an  eminence,  upon  which  the  Carthaginian  2, 
General  was  pofted,  could  not  have  difenga^ed  him-  ,^"^-  Gcii. 
fclf,  and  muft  have  perifhed  there  with  all  his  tro<^s,  "*'  "^^ 
but  for  the  valour  and  boldnefs  o£  one  of  his  officers. 
'He  was  called,  according  to  the  moft  common  opi^ 
nion,  (for  authors  differ  concerning  the  name  of  that 
brave  man)  Calpurnius  Flamma,  and  was  Tribune 
of  a  legion.     After  the  example  of  the  Decii,  he  ex- 
pofed  ^mfelf,  with  three  hundred  men  intrepid  like 
nimfelf,  to  certain  death  to  preierve  the  army.     "  Let 
"  us  die,**  faid  he  to  them,   "  and  by  our  deaths  de- 
•*  liver  the  Conful  and  the  legions."    Hefet  out,  and 
found  means  to  feize  a  neighbouring  eminence.    The 
enemy  did  not  fail  to  go  thither  to   diflodge  him. 
Though  their  number  was  fmall,  as  they  were  deter- 
mined to  periih,  they  fold  their  lives  dear,  made  an 
horrible   flaughter,     and   defended  themfelves  long 
enough   to  give  the  Conful  opportunity  to  fave  the 
army,  whilft  the  enemy  was  folely  intent  upon  driving 
them  from  that  eminence.    The  Carthaginians,  feeing 
their  deflgn  fryftrated,  retired, 
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A^- W*  The  fequel  of  fo  heroic  an  adion  is  quite  wondcr- 
^^g, '  ful,  and  exalts  die  luftre  of  it.  Calpurnius  was  found 
in  the  midft  of  an  heap  of  dead  bodies  both  of  his  own 
men  and  the  enemy,  and  was  the  only  one  that  rc- 
fpired  amongft  them.  He  was  covei^d  all  over  with 
wounds ;  but  happily  not  one  of  them  was  mortal, 
'  and  was  carried  off  and  dreiied :  infinite  care  was 
taken  of  him ;  and  being  perfeftly  cured,  he  did  his 
country  good  fcrvice  long  after.  To  be  taken  in  this 
manner  out  of  an  heap  of  the  dead,  is  almoft  to  come 
out  of  the  grave,  and  to  furvive  one's  feif.  Cato, 
from  whom  Aulus  Gellius  extrafted  the  account  of 
this  courageous  a6kion,  comparesMt  to  that  of  *  Lco- 
nidas  amongft  the  Greeks  at  Thermopyte,  with  this 
difference,  that. the  valour  of  the  Spartan  King  was 
celebrated  by  the  praifes  and  applaufes  of  all  Greece, 
and  the  remembrance  of  it  preferved  in  all  hiftories, 
and  tranfmitted  down  to  pofterity  by  paintings,  ftatues, 
infcriptions,  and  every  kind  of  public  monuments  that 
perpetuate  the  name  and  glory  of  great  men :  where-r 
as  a  moderate  and  tranfient  praife,  a  crown  of  turf 
(corona  graminea)  was  all  the  reward  of  the  Roman 
tribune.  How  many  heroic  aftions  of  our  armies  are 
at  this  day  ftill  lefs  known  and  lefs  celebrated  than 
that  of  Caapurnius  Flamma !  He  was  very  well  fatis- 
fied  with  his  fate,  and  thought  himfelr  fufficientlv 
honoured.  And  indeed,  f  of  all  the  crowns  witn 
which  the  exploits  of  the  Roman  citizens  were  re- 
warded, that  of  turf  was  far  the  moft  glorious,  and 
took  place  even  of  thofb  of  gold  fet  with  diamonds. 
In  thefc  happy  times  the  Romans  were  not  at  all  fen- 
fible  to  intereft,  and  would  have  thought  it  difhonour-. 

.  *  Leonidas,  Lacedsmoniuslaadatur,  qui  fiiyule  apud  Thcrmowlat 
fccit.^  Propter  ejus  virtutes  omnis  Grsccia  gloi-iam  atque  gratiam 
praedpuam  claritudinis  inclutiflimae  decoravere  monimentis,  fignis, 
ftatiiis,  elogiis,  biftoriisy  aliifique  rebus  gratiflimum  id  ejus  faSfim 
l)abuere.  At  Tribuno  nillitum  parva  laut  pro  fa6^is  raida,  qui 
idem  fecerat,  atque  rem  fervavenit.  Cato,  apud  Aul.Gbll. 
t  Corona  quidem  nulla  fuit  graminea  nolMlior,  in  majeftate  popuU 

t^rrarum  principis,  prsmiifque  gloriae.    Gemmatae  &  aureac pc^ 

Hanc  fuere,  fuhtque  cun^lae  magno  intervallo,  magnaque  differeutia, 
Plin.  xxii.  3. 
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ing  themfelv^s  to  ad  from  fuch  mean  and  abjcA  mo-  a.r.^ 
tivcs.     Glory,  and  the  pleafure  of  fcrving  their  coun-  ^!i. 
try,  were  deemed  the  only  rewards  of  virtue. 

The  Conful  made  an  adrantageous  amends  for  his 
fault  by  reducing  feveral  cities  of  Sicily. 

His  collegue  had  at  the  fame  time  fuch  good  fuc- 
xefe  in  Sardinia,  that  he  ventured  to  go  from  thence 
.with  his  fleet  to  Africa,  The  alarm  was  great  there. 
Hannibal,  who  was  at  Carthage  after  his  flight  from 
Sicily,  received  orders  to  go  againft  the  Conful.  The 
two  armies  were  fcparated  by  a  furious  tempeft,  and 
both  driven  into  the  ports  of  Sardinia.  A  battle  en-  Myb.L 
fued  near  that  ifland.  Hannibal  was  defeated  by  his*^* 
own  fault,  and  had  moil  of  his  (hips  taken.  The 
troops,  who  afcribed  their  defeat  to  his  temerity, 
avensed  themfclves  upon  him  by  crucifying  him, 
which  was  the  ufual  puniihment  amongfl:  the  Cartha* 
^ians. 

C.  Duilius  was  Cenfor  this  year  with  L.  Cornelius  Faft.  Ca^ 
Scipio.  P^ 


C.  AtiLIM  ReGULUS.  A.lL4f|. 

Cn.  CorNBLIUS  BtASIO. 


»57- 


Regulus  was  adlually  employed  in  *  fowing  his  land, 
when  the  officers  fent  by  th^Senate,  came  to  inform 
him,  that  he  f  was  clefted  Conful.  Happy  times, 
when  poverty  was  fo  much  in  honour,  and  Confuls 
ycrc  taken  rrom  the  plow.  Thofe  hands  enured  to 
country  labours,  fuftamed  the  State,  and  cut  to  pieces 
the  numerous  armies  of  its  enemies ! 

Some  prodigies  happened  about  this  time  upon  the 
Alban  mountain,  in  feveral  other  places,  and  in  the 
city  itfelf.  The  Senate  ordered,  that  facrifices  Ihould 
t^  offered,  and  die  games,  c^ed  Ferise  Latins,  ce- 

*  For  this  reaibn  he  was  Aimamed  Seiramit. 

t  lUis  temporibuB  ab  aratro  arceflebantur,  qui  Confulet  fiaient*-- 
Attlinm  fmi  manu  fpargentem  (emen,  qui  mim  eraat»  oonTenerunt. 
Cic.  pro  Rofc.  Amer.  n.  50. 

;  Sedillx  nifticttopere  attritae  mantu  (klutem  publicam  ftabilieruntt 
'ugcntei  hoftium  coptas  pefluio  dsderunt.    Val.  Max,  iv.  4.. 
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A.R.f9s-  lebrated  again«    For  this  purpofe  a  Dictator  was  no- 
"^^'^  minatcd, 

Poiyb/i.       The  Conful  Regulus,  (this  is  not  the  great  Regu- 
*^*  lus)  who  commanded  the  Roman  fleet,  having  landed 

at  Tyndarida,  a  city  of  Sicily,  oppofite  to  Lipara,  and 
having  defcried  the  Carthaginian  fleet  under  Amilcar 
in  motion  there  without  order,  he  let  out  firft  with 
ten  fliips,  and  commanded  the  reft  to  follow  him. 
The  Carthaginians  feeing  the  enemy  divided,  and  not 
in  a  good  difpofition,  Ibme  only  going  on  boards 
whilfl:  Qthers  were  weighing  anchor,  and  the  advanced 
guard  very  diftant  from  thofe  that  followed,  they 
ftood  towards  that  guard,  furrounded  and  funk  aU 
the  galleys,  except  £at  of  the  Conful,  which  was  in 
great  danger :  but  as  it  was  well  fuppUed  with  row- 
ers, and  lighter  than  the  reft,  it  happily  extricated  it^ 
felf,  and  got  clear.  It  was  a  great  fault  in  the  Admi- 
ral to  advance  raflily  with  fo  fmall  a  number  of  fliips^ 
without  being  appri2ed  of  the  enemy's  force.  He 
had  the  good  fortune  to  repair  it  foon.  The  reft  of 
the  Roman  ftiips  arrived  prefently  after,  drew  up  in 
a  line,  charged  the  Carthaginians,  took  ten  of  their 
fliips,  and  funk  eight.  The  reft  retired  into  the 
iQands  of  Lipara. 

A.R.49^.      '  L.  Manlius  Vulso. 
Ant  c.  ^   ^ 

256.  C^CiEDICIUS. 

The  laft  of  thefe  Confuls  dying  in  office,  to  him 
was  fubftituted 

M.  Atilius  Reoulus  II. 

Polyb.  X.  The  Romans  had  ftrengthened  themfelves  exceed- 
»6.^3#.  ixigly  at  fea  the  preceding  years,  and  gained  many 
battles ;  they  however  confidered  all  the  advantages 
they  had  gained  hitherto,  as  trials  and  preparations 
for  a  great  enterprize  which  they  meditated :  this  was 
to  attack  the  Carthaginians  in  their  o;wn  coimtry. 
IChe  latter  feared  nothing  fo  much,  and  to  avert  lb 
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dangerous  a  blow,  rcfolvcd  to  come  to  a  battle,  what-^^-49«« 
ever  it  coft  them.  ^^^^ 

Dreadful  preparations  were  made  on  both  fides. 
The  Roman  fleet  confifted  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty  fhips,  and  carried  an  hundred  and  forty  thou- 
fand  men,  each  (hip  having  three  hundred  rowers,  , 
and  an  hundred  and  twenty  combatants.  That  of 
the  Carthaginians,  commanded  by  Amilcar  and  Hdn- 
no,  had  ten  (hips  more,  and  men  in  proportion.  I 
defire  the  reader  to  take  particular  notice  of  the 
greatnefs  of  this  armament,  which  muft  give  him  a 
quite  diflferent  idea,  from  what  we  ufually  have  of 
the  navies  of  the  antients. 

The  Romans  anchored  firft  at  MeflTana :  from  thence 
they  left  Sicily  on  their  right,  and  doubling  the  cape 
of  Pachynus,  they  bore  away  towards  *  Ecnoma  -,  be- 
caufe  their  army  was  in  that  neighbourhood.  As 
to  the  Carthaginians,  they  advanced  towards  Lily- 
bsBum,  and  from  thence  to  Heraclea  of  Minos.  The 
two  fleets  foon  came  in  fight.  One  could  not  behold 
two  fuch  great  fleets  and  armies,  nor  be  witnefs  of 
the  extraordinary  movements  they  made  in  preparing 
for  battle,  without  being  fl:ruck  with  fome  dread  at 
the  fight  of  the  danger,  which  two  of  the  moft  pow- 
erful people  of  the  earth  were  upon  the  point  of  ex- 
periencing. 

The  Romans  kept  themfelves  in  a  readinefs  to  fight 
if  the  enemy  offered  them  battle,  and  to  make  a  de- 
fecnt  in  their  country,  if  they  did  npt  prevent  it. 
They  chofe  the  beft  of  their  land  troops,  and  divided 
their  whole  army  into  four  parts,  of  which  each  had 
two  names.  The  firft  was  called  the  firft  legion  and 
the  firft  (quadron,  and  fo  of  the  reft,  except  the 
fourth,  which  was  called  the  Triarii,  a  name  given 
by  the  Romans  to  the  laft  line  of  the  land  army. 

Reflefting,  that  they  were  going  to  fight  in  the 
open  fea,  and  that  the  enemy^s  ftrength  confifted  in 

*  Ecnoma,  9  city  and  monntain  called  Di  Kcata^  near  the  motttk 
of  %)9«ra,  or  Salu,  upon  the  fouth  Ude  of  SicUy. 
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A.  R.  4^6.  the  lightncfs  of  their  fhips,  they  thought  it  ncceflarf 

^56.      ^^  ^  ^P^^  ^  fecure  order  of  battle,  wd  one  which 

could  not  eafily  be  broke.     In  order  to  this  the  two 

ireflels  of  fix  benches  of  oars,  on  board  of  which 

were  the  two  Confuls  Regulus  and  Manlius,  were  placed 

in  the  front  fide  by  fide.     Each  of  them  was  followed 

by  a  line  or  file  of  ihips,  of  which  the  one  formed  the 

.  firft,  and  the  other  die  fecond,  fquadron.     The  vef- 

fcls  of  each  line  kept  off,  and  enlarged  the  fpace  in 

the  middle  in  proportion  as  they  drew  up,  and  kept 

'  their  heads  turned  outwards.    The  two  firft  fquadrons 

drawn  up  in  this  ocddr,  formed  the  two  fides  of  an 

acute-angled  triangle*     The  fpace  in  the  middle  was 

void.     The  third  fquadron  formed  the  bafe  of  the 

triangle,  extending  in  breadth  from  the  end  of  the 

-firft  Sjuadron  to  that  of  the  fecond.     Thus  the  order 

of  battle  had  the  figure  of  a  triangle.     This   third 

.fquadron  towed  the  tranfports  difpoted  in  a  long  line 

behind  it.     And  laft  of  ail  was  the  fourth  fquadron, 

or  the  Triarii,  which  was  fo  drawn  up,  as  to  extend 

at  both  ends  beyond  the  line  that  preceded  it. 

This  order  ot  battle,  adapted  in  the  whole  either  te 
motion  or  adion,  and  at  the  fame  time  very  difficult 
.to  break,  was  entirely  extraordinary,  and  perhaps  un- 
exampled, but  without  doubt  founded  upon  good 
reafons,  for  which  perfons  fkilful  in  naval. afiairs  can 
account,  though  above  my  comprehenfion^  I  con- 
tent myfelf,  in  order  to  affift  the  reader  to  conceive  it 
the  more  eafily,  to  exhibit  the  image  of  it  to  his  eyes  in 
.  this  place. 

Whilft  all  things  were  preparing  in  this  manner, 
the  Carthaginian  Generals  exhorted  their  foldiers,  by 
telling  them  very  fuccindtly,  ♦'  that  by  gaining  the 
battle,  they  would  have  no  war  to  fqftain,  except  in 
Sicily ;  whereas  if  they  loft  it,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  defend  their  own  country,  and  all  that  was  dcareft 
to  them  in  the  world.**  They  then  gave  orders  for 
the  troops  to  go  on  board  their  fhips  and  prepare  for 
battle,  which  the  foldiers  executed  with  joy  and  dif- 
patch,  extremely  animated  by  the  powerful  motives, 

which 
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which  had  juft  been  laid  before  them  in  few  words,  A.  R.  49^, 
and  (hewing  a  courage  and  confidence  capable  of  in-  ^l\^ 
timidating  the  enemy.  *^  ' 

The  Carthaginian  Generals,  regulating  the  difpo^ 
fiti(Hi  of  their  fleet  by  that  of  the  Romans,  divided 
it  into  three  fquadfons^  drawn  up  in  one  line.  They 
extended  the  right  wing  towards  the  main  fea,  by  re- 
moving it  a  little  from  the  centre,  as  if  to  furround 
the  enemy,  and  turned  their  heads  towards  th^m. 
To  the  left  wing  they  joined  a  fourth  fi]uadron,  drawn 
up  in  a  curve  line,  inclming  towards  the  Ihore.  Han^ 
no  the  General,  who  had  been  worfted  at  the  fiege  of 
Agrigentum,  commanded  the  right  wing,  and  had 
with  him  the  (hips  and  galleys  that  were  fitteft  by 
their  lightnefs  to  iurround  the  enemy.  Amilcar,  who 
had  already  commanded  at  Tyndarida,  referved  the 
centre  and  the  left  to  him(elf.  During  the  battle,  he 
made  ufe  of  a  ftratagem,  which  might  have  occa(ion- 
ed  the  ruin  of  the  Romans,  if  his  fleet  had  made  the 
ufe  of  it  that  they  ought.  As  the  Carthaginians 
v^re  drawn  up  in  a  fingle  line,  which  therefore  teemed 
eafy  to  be  broke,  the  Romans  began  by  attacking 
the  centre.  Upon  which,  in  order  to  (qparate  their 
army,  orders  were  fent  to  the  centre  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians to  retreat.  Accordingly  it  fled ;  and  the  Ro* 
mans  fuflftring  themfelves  to  be  carried  away  by  their 
ardor,  purfued  tho(e  that  gave  way  with  a  raih  impe- 
tuolity.  The  (irft  and  fecond  fquadrons,  in  effeft  of 
this  movement,  feparated  from  the  third,  which  had 
the  tranfports  in  tow  ;  and  from  the  fourth,  in  which, 
were  the  Triarii  intended  to  fupport  them.  When 
they  were  at  a  certain  diftance  a  fisnal  was  hoiflrd  in^ 
Amilcar's  (hip,  ujpon  which  thole  that  fled,  faced 
about  vigoroufly  againft  their  purfuers.  The  battle 
now  e;rew  warm  on  both  fides ;  the  Carthaginians  had 
the  advantage  of  the  Romans  by  the  lightnc(s  of  their 
(hips,  and  their  addrefs  and  facility  in  advancing  and 
retiring :  but  the  vigour  of  the  Romans  in  the  charge, 
their  Corvi  for  grappling  with  the  enemy's  (hips,  the 
prefence  of  their  Generals  who  fought  at  the  head  o^ 
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A.  R,  49^.  them,  and  in  whofe  fight  they  ardently  dcfired  ta 
^^s$?'  figi^aiize  thcmfclves,  inlpircd  thcni  with  no  lefs  confi- 
dence than  the  Carthaginians  h^d  on  their  fide.     Such 
was  the  attack  in  this  part  of  the  fleets. 

At  the  fame,  time  Hanno,  who  commanded  the 
Tig^*  wing,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  battle  had 
&ept  at  feme  diftance  from  the  reft  of  the  navy, .  ad-" 
vancing  into  the  open  fea,  veered  about  to  charge  the 
Ihips  of  the  Triarii  in. the  rear>  and  put  them  into 
coniufioii.    On  the  othpr  fide,  the  Carthaginians  of 
the  left  wing,  who  were  near  the  l^nd  in  a  curve  line» 
changed  their  fituation^  drew  up  in. front,  keeping 
their  heads  oppofite  to  the  enemy,  and  charged  the 
third  fquadron,  that  had  the  tranfpores  in  tow.     That 
fquadron  immediately  let  go  the  veflels  made  faft  to 
.    them,  and  came  to  blows*     Thus  the  whole  battle 
wis  divided  into  three  parts,  each  engaging  at  a  very 
great  diftance  from  the  other.     The  victory  was  a 
k>ng  time  doubtful,  and  wavered  between  both  par* 
ties*    But  at  length  the  fquadron   commanded  by 
Amikar,  not  being  able  to  refift  longer,  was  put  to 
flight,  and  Manlius  made  faft  the  fhips  he  had  taken 
to  his  own.    Regulus  went  to  aid  the  Triarii  and 
tranfports  with  the  galleys  of  the  fecond  fquadron, 
wWch  had  not  fuffered  at  all-  Whilft  he  was  engaged 
with  Hanno's  fleet,  the  Triarii,  who  were  almoft  re- 
duced to  furrender,  refumed  qoUrage,  and  returned 
to  the  charge  with,  vigour.  The  Carthaginians,  attack- 
ed in  front  and  rear,  and  furrounded  by  this  new  aid^. 
in  their  coi^fion  gave  way  and  made  off. 

Things  were  in  this  ftate,  when  Manlius  returned^ 
and  perceived  the  third  fquadron  driven  towards  the- 
,  Ihore .  by  the  left  wing  of  the  Carthaginians.     The 
tran^orts  and  Triarii  being  fafe,   Regulus  aiid  he 
jbined;  in  order  to  ejctricate  that  fquadron  out  of  the 
danger  in  which  it  was.     For  it  was  in  a  noanner  be- 
fleged,  and  would  infallibly  have  been  defeated^  if 
the  Carthaginians  had  not  contented  themfelves  with 
hemming  it  in  towards  the  ihore,  for  fear  of  board- 
ing and  clofe  fight.    The  Confuls  arrived^  fiirrounded 
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the  Carthaginians,  and  took  fifty  of  their  fhips  with  A.  R.  496* 
all  their  crews.  Some  having  flood  in  for  the  land  ^*^ 
found  their  fafety  in  flight.  Such  were  the  events  of 
the  different  attacks,  in  all  which  the  Romans  had  the 
advantage,  and  gained  a  compleat  viftory.  For 
twenty-four  of  their  fhips  that  were  funk,  the  Cartha- 
g^nians  lofl  thirty  :  no  fhip  of  the  Romans  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  the  latter  had  fixty-four 
taken. 

The  fruit  of  this  vidory  was,  as  the  Romans  hadPolyb.i; 
projefted,  their  failing  to  Africa,  after  having  refitted^- 
their  fhips,  and  fupplied  them  with  all  things  ncccf.ivii"Yio. 
fary  for  a  long  war  in  a  flrange  country.  The  Caru 
thaginian  Generals  feeing  that  they  could  not  prevent 
their  paiTage,  would  at  leafl  have  retarded  it  for  fome: 
weeks,  in  order  cither  to  give  Carthage  time  to  put 
itfelf  into  a  condition  of  defence,  or  to  fend  them 
the  aids  they  expedled.  The  queftion  was  to  make 
propofals  of  peace  to  the  Confuls.  Amilcar  did  not 
dare  to  go  to  them  in  perfon,  left  the  Romans  fhould 
fcize  him,  by  way  of  reprifal,  for  the  Conful  Cornc-f 
lius  Afina,  treacheroufly  taken  five  years  before  and 
fent  in  chains  to  Carthage.  Hanno  was  bolder.  He 
went  to  the  Confuls,  and  declared  that  he  was  come 
to  treat  of  peace  with  them,  and  to  make^  if  pofii* 
ble,  a  good  alliance  between  the  two  States.  He 
heard  however,  fome'  Romans  about  the  Confuls  .mur* 
mur  about  Corifcliu9  Afina,  and  a&ually  fay,  that 
they  ought  to  follow  that  exaispk  on  this  occafkm; 
•*  j^you  do  that/*  fays  Hanno,  "  you  will  be  as  had 
•*  as  the  Africans.**  The  Confolb  filenced  their  at^ 
tendants,  and  addrefling  themfelves  to  Hanno  faid  :  ^ 
.  "  You  neid  be  tinder  no  appreheniion^  on  that  head  r 
•*  die  faith  of  Ron^  fecures  you  fifom  that  feair," 
Thcjr  did  not  enter  into  ^  conference  with  him  coa^ 
ccrnmg  an  accommodation.  They  well  perceived 
with  what  view  he  came :  befides  nduch,  the  grtfac 

^IftotemetUy  Hanno^  fides  civitatis  noflm  liberat.    Val.Max. 
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A.R4  4;^.fucce(Ies  they  promifed  themfelvcs,  made  them  prc- 
^rf.     fer  war  to  peace. 

Flor.  ii,  a,  Somc  days  after  the  Confuls  fet  out  whh  the  flcct^ 
but  not  without  extreme  repugnance  on  the  fide  of 
fome  foldiers  and  even  officers,  whom  the  name  only 
of  the  fea,  a  long  voyage,  and  the  coaft  of  an  enemy 
greatly  difpirited.  Mannius,  one  of  the  legionary 
Tribunes,  diftinguiftied  himfclf  more  than  the  reft, 
and  from  complaints  and  murmuring  went  fo  f ar  as 
to  refiife  to  obey.  Regulus,  who  was  a  man  of  great 
fteadinefs  and  authority,  pointing  to  the  rods  and  axe^ 
carried  by  the  Liftor,  told  him  in  a  menacing  tone, 
that  "  he  knew  how  to  make  himfclf  be  obeyed." 
•  One  fear  got  the  better  of  the  other,  and  the  me- 
nace of  prefcnt  death  made  him  a  refolute  navigator. 

Pblyb.  i.        They  had  a  good  voyage,  without  being  croflcd 

30, 31.  *  by  any  ftorm  or  other  bad  accident.  The  firft  (hips 
came  to  an  anchor  on  the  coaft  near  the  promontory 
of  t  Hermacum,  which  lying  in  the  gulf  of  Car- 
thage, proje£ts  into  the  fea  on  the  fide  towards  Si- 
cily. They  waited  there  for  the  reft  of  the  iieet,  and 
when  it  came  up,  fteered  ^long  the  coaft  as  far  as  Af- 
pis,  othcrwife  called  J  Clypea*  They  landed  there, 
and  having  drawn  their  (hips  afiiore,  they  covered 
them  with  an  intrenchment ;  and  on  the  refufal  of  die 
inhabitants  to  open  their  gates,  they  befieged  the 
place. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the' troub^le  and  emotion,^ 
which  the  arrival  of  the  Romans  occafioned  amongft 
the  Carthaginians.  From  the  moment  they  received 
advice  of  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Ecnoma,  the  alarm 
became  general  throughout  the  whole  country.  Con-* 
vinced  that  the  Confuls,  encouraged  by  their  ereat, 
and  feemingly  unexpected,  fuccefe,  wcfuld  not  failta 
advance  with  their  victorious  troops  to  Carthage,  if  iC 

•  Securi  diftri£biImpcrator  meta  mortis  oavigandi  fecit  audadam* 
Flok. ' 

t  It  is  believed  to  be  the  fame  at  the  promont9r7  of  Mercury  «f 
Hermseum,  now  called  Good  Cape. 

J  Now  Q^ipia,  bdow  the  promontory  of  Mercury. 
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were  only  to  infult  it  j  they  were  in  continual  appre- a.r.4q^. 
henfions,  and  expcfted  every  moment  to  fee  the  army  Ant.  a 
of  the  enemy  before  their  gates.  *^  ' 

The  Confuls,  on  their  fide,  as  foon  as  they  became 
mafters  of  Clypea,  after  having  fortified  it  well,  made 
it  their  place  or  arms  :  they  then  difpatched  couriers 
to  Rome,  to  give  the  Senate  advice  of  their  fuccefsful 
landing,  and  to  receive  its  orders  concerning  the  far- 
ther operations  of  the  war.  In  the  mean  time  they 
dilperfed  themfelves  about  the  flat  country,  deftroyed 
it  in  a  terrible  manner,  carried  off  a  vaft  number  of 
cattle,  with  twenty  thoufand  prifoners.  They  found 
the  land  rich  and  fertile,  which  had  not  felt  the  fwori 
of  an  enemy  fince  the  irruption  of  Agathocles,  that 
is  to  fay,  during  fifty  years. 

The  courier  being  returned  from  Rome  brought  . 
back  the  Senate's  orders,  who  had  thought  proper  to 
continue  Regulus  in  the  command  of  the  army  in 
Africa  as  Proconful,  and  to  recal  his  collegue,  with  a 
great .  part  of  the  fleet  and  army,  leaving  Regulus 
only  iEprty  ftiips,  fifteen  thoufand  foot,  and  five  hun- 
dred horfc.  Part  of  the  fleet  might  have  been  nccef- 
fary  for  preferving  the  conquefts  m  Sicily ;  but  to  re- 
duce the  forces  of  the  Conful  to  fo  fmall  a  number  of 
fliips  and  men,  was  evidently  renouncing  the  advan- 
tages to  be  expedked  from-  the  defcent  in  Africa. 

Manlius,  before  winter  came  on,  fet  out  with  the 
reft  of  the  fleet  and  army.  Zonaras  tells  us,  that 
the  Conful  brought  away  many  Roman  citizens,  who 
had  been  taken  in  the  preceding  years  by  the  Car- 
thaginians, and  were  delivered  by  him  out  of  flavery. 
Perhaps  Cornelius  Afipa,  whom  we  Ihall  fee  Conful 
again  in  a  fliort  time,  was  of  that  number.  Manlius, 
at  his  return  to  Rome  with  great  fpoils,  was  ex- 
tremely well  received,  and  had  the  honour  of  a  naval 
.  triumph  granted  him. 
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Ant.  C.  SeRV.  FuLVIUS  PjETlNUS  NOBILIOR. 

M.  -Smilius  Paulus. 

I  have  juft  faid,  that  the  Senate  did  not  think  it 
proper  to  recal  Regulus  from  Africa,  and  to  internapt 
the  courfe  of  his  vi6tories,  but  had  continued  him  in 
the  command  of  the  army.  No  one  was  fo  forry  for 
this  decree  as  him  for  whom  it  feemed  fo  glctripus. 
He  wrote  to  the  Senate  to  complain  of  it,  ibhd-*to 
demand  that  fomebody  fhould  be  fent  to  fucceed  him. 
One  of  his  reafons  was,  "  That  a  day-labourer,  taking 
the  advantage  of  the  death  of  the  hufbandmah  who 
cultivated  his  fmall  eftate  of  feven  acres,  had  ran 
away  with  all  his  working  tools  ufed  in  manuring : 
That  his  prefence  was  therefore  abfolutely  neceflary, 
left,  if  his  field  fhould  happen  to  lie  uncultivated, 
he  jhbuld  not  have  fubfiftence  for  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren/' The  Senate  decreed.  That  his  field  fhould  be 
cultivated  at  the  expence  of  the  public  y  that  working 
tools  fhould  be  bought  to  fupply  the  place  of  thofe 
which  had  been  ftolen  ;  and  that  the.  Commonwealth 
fhould  provide  for  the  wife  and  children  of  Regulus. 
*  Thus  the  Roman  People  made  themfclves  in  fomc 
meafure  the  hufbandman  qf  Regulus,  -f-  And  this 
was  all  that  fo  rare  an  example  of  virtue,  which  will 
do  honour  to  Rome  during  all  ages,  coft  the  public 
treafury. 

How  amazing  was  the  fimplicity  of  this  conqueror 
of  the  Carthaginians  !  Some  will  perhaps  call  it,  his 
rufticity.  But  let  fuch  term  it  as  they  will,  the  dif- 
cerning  will  always  perceive  his  exalted  worth,  and 
greatnefs  of  foul.  For  my  part,  I  can't  tell  whether 
to  admire  him  moft  at  the  head  of  armies,  conquering 
the  enemies  of  his  country,  or  with  the  companions 
of  his  labours,  cultivating  his  little  field.     We  here 

*  Fuit  nse  tanti  feFvttm*  non  habere,  ut  colonis  ejus  Populns  Ro- 
maiius  eflfet.    Senbc.  de  Confol.  ad  Helv.  cap.  i«. 

f  Tanti  aerario  noftro  virtutis  Atilianae  exempluJB,  quo  omuls  aetas 
Romana  glonabitur,  ftetit,    Val.  Max,  iv,  ^ 

fee. 
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feci   how  much  true  merit  is  above  riches.      The  A.  R.  497. 
eloiy  of  Regulus  (till  fubfifts  :  for  who  can  refiife  him  ^l\'^f' 
Oicir  eftccm?    The  wealth  of   the  opulent  perifhcs 
with  them,  and  often  before  them,  "  either  in  mak^ 
ingnoufe,  or  a  had  one  one,  of  it." 

The  Carthaginians  in  the  mean  time  had  eflabllfhed 
two  leaders  to  command  in  the  city.  Afdrubal  the 
fon  of  Hanno,  and  Boftar,  and  had  made  Amilcar  re- 
turn from  Sicily,  who  had  brought  with  him  five  thou- 
fand  foot  and  five  hundred  horfe.  Thefe  three  Ge- 
nerals, after  having  deliberated  together  concerning 
the  prcfentftate  of  affairs,  concluded  unanimoufly,  that 
it  was  not  proper  to  keep  the  troops  fhut  up  within 
the  walls,  as  had  been  done  hitherto,  nor  to  leave  the 
Romans  ai:  liberty  to  ruin  the  whole  country  with  im- 
punixy.     The  army  in  confcquence  took  the  field. 

As  for  Regulus,  he  did  not  let  his  own  lie  ftill,  biit  Vai.  Max. 
continually  advancing,  deftroyed  all  the  country  in  >•  ^• 
bis  way.  Being  come  to  a  place  through  which  the 
river  *  Bagrada  runs,  be  foupd  there,  if  hiltorians 
may  be  believed,  an  eneiiiy  of  a.  kind  entirely  new, 
which  he  did  not  exped,  aod  from  which,  his  army 
had  much  to  fuffer :  this  wa3  ^  ferpent  of  enormous 
magnitude*  When  the  foldiers  went  to  the  river  to  . 
fetch  water,  he  idarted  out  upon  them,  and  either 
cruihed  them  to  death  with  the  weight  of  his  body^ 
fmothcred  them  ^with  the  folds  of  his  tail,  or  killed 
ihem  with  his  envenomed  breath.  The  hard  fcales  of 
his  (kin  made  him  invulnerable  to  darts,  and  eveiy 
other  kind  of  wca,pons.  •  It  was  necelT^ry  to  plant  ca- 
tapultas  and  baliitas  againlt  him,  and  to  attack  him  in 
form  like  a  citadel.  At  length,  after  4Bany  ineffec-*^ 
tual  difchargfcs,  a  {tone  of  a  vaft  fize  flung  with  ex- 
ceeding force,  broke  his  back-bone,  and  laid  him 
upon  the  earth  The  foldiers  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
fo  terrible  an  enemy^  though  in  a  manner  dead,  that 
he  was  not  entirely  killed  without  difficulty.  Regulus 
lent  his  j^ils,  that  is  to  fay  his  fkin,  fix  and  twenty 

^  A  rinr  bcitwe^n  Utiga  «id  ti^h^.    It  »  now  x^dled  M«grada. 
N  2  /cet 
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Aj^R- 497' feet,  long,  to  Romp.     It  was  hung  up  in  a  temple, 
^^ J,  •  where  Pliny  the  Naturalift  fays,  it  was  to  be  feen  in 

Plin.  viii.  the  time  of  the  war  of  Numantia. 

Poiyb.  i.       From  Bagrada  Rcgulus  advanced  to  *  Adis,  one  of 

3"'  the  ftrongeft  towns  of  the  country,  and  befieged  it. 

The  Carthaginians  marched  immediately  to  the  relief 
.  ^  of  that  place,  and  polled  themfelves  upon  an  hill 
which  commanded  the  camp  of  the  Romans,  and 
from  which  they  could  annoy  them  very  much ;  but 
its  fituation  rendered  a  great  part  of  their  army  ufelefs. 
For  the  principal  ftrength  of  the  Carthaginian  forces 
confifted  in  cavalry  and  elephants,  which  were  of  no 
ufc  except  on  plains.  Regulus  did  not  give  them 
time  to  come  down  from  thence :  and  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  eflential  fault  committed  by  the  Carthagi- 
nian Generals,  he  attacked  them  in  that  poft,  and  af- 
ter a  weak  rcfiftance,  in  which  their  own  elephants 
did  them  more  hurt  than  the  enemy  themfelves,  he 
put  them  to  the  rout.  The  plain  fecured  the  horfe 
and  the  elephants.  The  vigors,  after  having  purfued 
the  infantry  for  fome  time,  returned  to  plunder  the 
camp.  In  this  aftion  the  Carthaginians  had  feventeen 
thoufand  men  killed,  and  five  thoufand  taken  prifon- 
crs,  with  t^velve  elephants.  The  news  of  this  viftory, 
which  foon  fpread  univerfally,  acquired  the  Romans  not 
only  the  neighbouring,  but  very  remote,  countries,-  and 
in  a  few  days  almoft  fourfcore  cities  and  towns  furren- 
dercd  to  them.  Regulus,  foon  after,  made  himfclf 
mafter  of  Tunis,  a  place  of  importance,  which 
brought  him  very  near  Carthage  •,  it  being  only  about^ 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  thence. 

Ibid.  31.  ■  The  enemy  were  extremely  alarmed.  Every  thing 
had  gone  againft  them  hitherto.  They  had  been  de- 
feated by  fea  and  land.  More  than  two  hundred 
places  had  furrendered  to  tlie  viAor.  The  Numidians 
committed  greater  ravages  in  the  country  than  the 
Romans.  They  expefted  every  moment  to  fee  them- 
felves befieged  in  their  capital.     The  peafants  flying  i 

^•:^#^ 
'    •  It  docs  not  fubilft  nowi  and  where  it  was,  it  not  known. 

•  thi- 
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thither  from  all  fides  with  their  wives  and  children  for  A.  R.  497. 
refuge,   augmented  the  confufion  and  trouble,  and  ^^\\^' 
made  them  apprehend  famine  in  cafe  of  a  fiege. 

The  Carthaginians  feeing  themfclves  without  hope  Zonar. 
or  rcfourcc,  deputed  the  principal  peifons  of  their  ^"*' ^^'* 
Senate  to  demand  peace  of  the  Roman  General.  Re- 
gulus,  who  apprehended  the  coming  of  a  fuccefibr 
to  deprive  him  of  the  glory  of  his  exploits  i  and 
belides,  feeing  himfelf  not  in  a  condition,  v/ith 
the  few  troops  that  had  been  left  him,  to  undertake 
the  fiege  of  Carthage,  which  was  the  fole  means  to 
terminate  the  war  entirely  in  Africa,  did  not  refufe  to 
treat.  He  made  fome  propofals  of  peace  to  the  con-  Poiyb; 
quered  ;  but  they  appeared  fo  hard,  that  they  could 
not  hearken  to  them.  Thefe  conditions  were,  "  That 
they  fhould  give  up  all  Sicily  and  Sardinia  to  the  Ro- 
mans •,  that  they  iliould  reftore  them  their  prifoners 
without  ranfom ;  that  they  ftiould  ranfom  their  own 
at  fuch  a  price  as  fhould  be  agreed  upon ;  that  they 
fhould  bear  all  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  pay  an 
annual  tribute."  To  thefe  he  added  fome  other  con- 
ditions no  lefs  mortifying :  "  That  they  fhould  con- 
fider  all  thofe  as  friends  and  enemies,  who  were  fo  to 
the  Romans ;  that  they  fhould  ufe  no  lon^  fhips ;  that 
they  fhould  have  but  one  fhip  of  war  at  fea ;  and  that 
they  fhould  furnifh  the  Romans,  whenever  required, 
with  fifty  galleys  of  three  benches  of  oars  entirely 
equipped.'*  As  he  was  afTured  the  Carthaginians  were 
reduced  to  extremities,  he  would  abate  nothing  of 
thefe  conditions,  whatever  inflances  the  deputies  made 
to  him  on  that  head  -,  and  through  a  prefumption, 
with  which  great  and  unexpefted  fuccefTes  are  almoft 
always  attended,  he  treated  them  with  haughtinefs, 
affirming,  -that  they  ought  to  confider  all  he  left  them 
as  great  favour,  adding  with  a  kind  of  infult,  "  That 
"  they  ought  either  to  know  how  to  conquer,  or  how 
"  to  fubmit  to  the  viftor."  So  hard  and  haughty  a 
treatment  enraged  the  Carthaginians,  and  tfiey  relolved 
rather  to  perifh  with  their  fwords  in  their  hands,  than 

N  3  to 
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A.  R.  497- to  fubmit  to  any  thing  fo  unworthy  of  the  greatnefs 

^^If  of  Carthage. 

foiyb.  i.       In  this  dreadftil  extremity  a  reinforcement  qf  auxi- 

ir"l?'  liary  troops  from  Greece  arrived  very  opportunely, 
Simongft  whoni  was  Xanthippus  the  Lacediemonian, 
.educated  in  the  Spartan  difcipline,  and  who  had  learnt 
the  art  military  in  that  excellent  fchool.  When  he 
had  informed  himfelf  in  all  the  circumftances  of  the 
laft  battle,  had  clearly  perceived  how  it  came  to  be 
loft,  and  fccn  with  his  own  eyes,  wherein  the  principal 
ftrength  of  the  Carthaginians  confifted  ;  he  declared 
publickly,  and  often  repeated  it  in  converfaqon  wit|^ 
the  other  officers,  that  if  the  Carthaginians  had  been 
defeated,  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  incapacity  of 
their  Generals,  who  had  not  known  how  to  employ 
the  ftrength  and  adv^mt^ges  they  had  in  their  own 
hands.  This  difcourfe  was  related  to  the  public  Coun^ 
cil,  on  whom  it  made  great  impreffioh.  He  was  de- 
fired  to  repair  thither.  He  fupported  his  opinion 
with  fuch  ftrong  and  convincing  reafons,  that  he 
made  the  faultf-Vhich  the  Generals  had  committ^ 
evident  to  every  bq^y  j  and  he  iDhcwed  as  clearly,  tha^ 
in  obferying  a  different  conduft,  the  country  might 
not  only  be  fecured,  but  the  enemy  driven  out  of  it. 

Such  a  difcourfe  revived  the  courage  and  hopes  of  the 
aflembly.  They  defired,  and  in  fome  meafure  forced 
him,  for  he  made  a  difficujty  of  it  a  great  while, 
to  take  upon  himfelf  the  command  ot  the  army. 
When  they  faw,  in  the  ejcercifes  which  he  made  die 
troops  perform  without  th*  walls,  his  manner  of  draw- 
ing them  up,  of  making  them  advance,  4-etreat,  or 
file  off  with  ordpr  and;  promptitude ;'  in  a  word,  all 
the  evolutions  and  movements  neceffary  in^hc  art  mi- 
litary, they  were  quite  aftoniihed,  and  corifeffed  that, 
^he  moft  able  Gefterals  Carthage  had  ever  produced 
till  then,  were  ignorant  novices  compared  with  this. 

Both  officers  and  foldiers  were  ftruck  with  adrtiira* 
tion  ;  and  what  is  very  extraordinary,  envy  itfelf  was 
mute  and  at  reft,  the  fear  of  prefent  danger  and  the 
Jove  bf  their  country  fupprefiing  all  other  thoughts  xi\ 
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the  minds  of  the  Carthaginians.  To  the  mournful  A.R.  49r. 
confternation  which  had  fpread  amongft  the  troops,  ^'^^  ' 
joy  and  gaiety  fucceeded  on  a  fuddcn.  They  de- 
manded with  great  cries  and  much  ardour  to  be  led 
on  direftly  againft  the  enemy  5  affured,  faid  they,  of 
conquering  under  their  new  General,  and  obliterating 
the  (hame  of  their  pad  defeats.  Xanthippus  did  not 
fuffer  this  ardour  to  cool.  *  The  fight  of  the  enemy 
only  augmented  it.  When  he  was  no  more  than  twelve 
hundred  paces  from  them,  he  thought  proper  to  hold  a 
council  of  war,  in  order  to  do  honour  to  the  Cartha- 
ginian officers  by  confulting  them.  They  all  with 
unanimous'confent  came  entirely  into  his  opinion,  and 
promifed  to  fecond  him  to  the  utmoft.  It  was  there- 
fore refolved  to  give  battle  the  next  day. 

The  army  of  the  Carthaginians  confifted  ,of  aboiit 
twelve  thoufand  foot,  four  ttwoufand  horfe,  and  about 
an  hundred  elephants.  That  of  the  Romans,  ^  i^ezr 
as  can  be  conjeftured  from  what  has  been  faid,  (for 
Polybius  fays  motliing  <rf  their  number  in  this  place) 
was  fifteen  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hundred  fcorfe. 

To  fee  two  armies  engage,  like  thefe  not  numerous, 
but  compofed  of  brave  foldiers,  and  commanded  ^  by 
able  Generals,  is  very  fine.  In  the  tumultuous  ac- 
tions between  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  Comba- 
tants, there  muft  be  abundance  of  confufion,  and  it 
is  hard,  through  a  multiplicity  of  events,  in  which 
Chance  feems  to  have  a  greater  Ihare  than  Counfel, 
to  diftinguifh  the  real  merit  of  the  commanders,  and 
the  true  cauies  of  viftory.  But  here  nothing  efcapes 
the  reader's  curiofity,  who  fees  diftindtly  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  two  armies  •,  who  feems  almoft  to  hear  the 
orders  given  by  the  Generals ;  who  follows  all  the 
motions  made  by  the  troops  -,  who  has  in  a  manner 
before  his  eyes  the  moft  minute  fault  committed  by 
cither  fide,  and  in  confcquence  is  capable  of  judging 
with  certainty  to  what  the  gaining  or  lofing  of  the 
battle  is  to  be  alcribed.  The  event  of  this,  though 
it  may  appear  inconfiderable  from  the  fmall  number 
pf  cpmtwtants,  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  Carthage. 
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A^.  497-  The  difpofition  of  the  two  armies  was  as  follows. 
,35. '  Xanthippus  placed  his  elephants  in  the  front  in  one 
line.  At  fome  diftance  behind  them,  he  drew  up  in 
the  manner  of  a  phalanx  in  only  one  body,  the  in- 
fantry, confifting  wholly  of  Carthaginians. .  The  ca- 
valry was  polled  on  the  wings.  As  for  the  foreign 
troops  in  their  pay,  the  heavy-armed  were  placed  up- 
on the  right  between  the  phalanx  and  the  cavalry ; 
and  the  reft,  compofed  of  light-armed  troops,  were 
difpofed  by  platoons  on  both  wings  amongft  the  ca- 
valry. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Romans,  as  they,  dreaded  die 
elephants  moft,  Regulus,  to  remedy  that  inconveni- 
ence, diftributed  the  light-armed  troops  in  the  front 
upon  a  line.  Next  them  he  placed  the  cohorts  be- 
hind each  other,  and  pbfted  his  horfe  upon  the  two 
wings..  In  giving  his  main  body  lefs  front  and  more  . 
^  depth,  he  took  indeed  wife  meafures  againft  the  elc- 
phaots,  fays  Polybius,  but  he  did  not  provide  againft 
the  inequality  of  hqrfe,  in  which  the  enemy  was  much 
fuperior  to  him. 

There. requires  no  great  knowledge  in  military  af- 
fairs to  perceive,  the  Carthaginians  having  four  thou- 
fand  horfe,  and  the  Romans  but  three  hundred  in  all, 
that  the  Roman  General  ought  to  have  avoided  plains, 
and  chofen  pofts  where  the  enemy's  cavalry  could  not 
aft,  and  would  have  been  of  no  fervice ;  which  bad 
been  in  fome  meafure  to  deprive  the  Carthaginians  of 
that  part  of  their  army  upon  which  they  relied  moft. 
Regulus  hinifelf  knew,  it  was  by  a  like  fault,  though 
of  an  oppofite  kind^  that  the  Carthaginians  had  loft 
*  the  preceding  battle  -,  that  is,  by  having  chofen  a 
poft,  where  they  could  make  no  ufe  cither  of  their 
horfe  or  their  elephants.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  the 
luftre  of  fo  glorious  a  victory  had  dazzled  him,  and 
made  him  believe  himfelf  invincible,  wherever  he 
gave  battle. 

The  two  armies  drawn  up  as  I  have  faid,  waited 
only  for  the  fignal.  Xanthippus  gave  orders  to  his 
Jight-armed  troops,  after  they  had  difcharged  th^ir 
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darts,  to  retire  into  the  fpaces  between  the  troops  in  AJR-497« 
their  rear  •,  and,  whilft  the  enemy  were  engaged  with  ^j'^, ' 
the  Carthaginian  phalanx,  to  come  out  on  die  fide  and 
attack  them  in  flank. 

The  battle  began  by  the  elephants,  which  Xanthip- 
pus  made  advance,  in  order  to  break  the  enemy's 
ranks.  The  Romans,  to  frighten  thofe  animals, 
raifed  great  cries,  and  made  an  hideous  noife  with 
their  arms.  The  Carthaginian  cavalry  charged  that 
of  the  Romans  at  the  fame  time,  which  made  no 
great  Hand,  being  infinitely  inferior  to  the  other. 
The  Roman  infantry  on  the  left,  either  to  avoid  the 
ihock  of  the  elephants,  or  becaufe  they  were  in  hopes 
ofdealing  better  with  the  foreign  foldiers,  that  com- 
pofed  the  right  of  the  enemy's  foot,  attacked,  defeat- 
ed, and  punued  them  as  far  as  their  camp.  Of  thofe 
who  oppofed  the  elephants,  the  firft  were  trod  down, 
and  cruflied  to  death,  defending  themfelves  valiantly : 
the  reft  of  the  main  body  kept  their  ground  for  fome 
time  in  efFed;  of  their  depth.  But  when  the  rear- 
ranks,  furrounded  by  the  horfe  and  light*  armed 
troops,  were  obliged  to  face  about  in  order  to  make 
head  againft  them,  and  thofe  who  had  forced  their 
pafiage  through  the  elephants,  came  to  the  Cartha-  ' 
ginian  phalanx,  which  had  not  charged,  and  was  in 
good  order,  the  Romans  were  broke  on  all  fides,  and 
entirely  defeated.  Moft  of  them  were  cnifhed  to  death 
by  the  enormous  weight  of  the  elephants  :  the  reft, 
without  quitting  their  ranks,  were  expofed  on  all  fides, 
to  the  darts  of  me  light-armed  troops,  and  borne  down 
by  the  horfe.  Only  a  very  fmall  number  fled  :  but 
as  it  was  in  a  flat  country,  the  elephants  and  the  Nu- 
midian  cavalry  killed  moft  of  them.  Five  hundred 
were  made  prilbners  with  Regulus. 

The  Carthaginians,  after  haidng  taken  the  fpoils  of 
the  dead,  re-entered  Carthage  in  triumph,  with  the 
General  of  the  Romans  and  five  hundred  prifoners 
walking  before  them.  Their  joy  was  the  greater,  as 
fome  days  before  they  faw  themfelves  upon  th^  brink 
of  dcftrudion.     They^  could  fcarce  believe  their  own 

eyes. 
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A^R.  4|j7  eyes.  Men  and  women,  old  and  young,  crouded  to 
%$$•  ^^^  temples  to  return  the  Gods  their  fervent  thanks, 
and  nothing  was  feen  for  feveral  days  but  feafts  and 
rejoicing.  Regulus  was  fhut  up  in  a  dungeon,  where 
he  continued  five  or  fix  years,  and  fufiered  much  from 
the  cruelty  of  the  Carthaginians.  We  fee  the  Ro- 
man General  defeated  and  taken  prifoner :  but  his 
prifon  will  render'  him  more  illuftrious  than  his  vic- 
tories. 

Xanthippus^  who  had  fb  great  a  (hare  in  this  happy 
change,  wifely  chole  to  retire  foon  after,  and  to  dif- 
appear,  left  his  glory,  hitherto  unblemilhed  and  entire, 
after  this  firft  dazzling  brightnefs,  (hould  deaden  by 
degrees,  and  make  him  the  mark  of  envy  and  calum- 
ny, which  are  always  dangerous,  but  moft  fo  in  a 
ftrange  country,  where  a  perlbn  is  ak>ne,  without 
friends,  and  entirely  dcftitute  of  aid.  r 

Polybius  fays,  that  the  departure  o(  Xanthippus  is 
differently  related,  and  promifes  an  account  or  it  eife- 
where :  but  that  paffi^e  is  not  come  down  to  us.  We 
Dc  Bell,  find  in  Appian,  that  the  Carthaginians,  ad:ua<?ed  by 
"^'  P*  ^'  a  bafe  and  deteftabk  envy  of  the  glory  of  Xanthippus, 
and  not  being  able  co  bear  the  idea  of  being  indebted 
_  for  their  preservation  to  a  ftrangef,  under  pretext  of 
conducting  him  back  to  his  own  country  honourably, 
with  a  numerous  convoy  of  Ihips,  cave  fecret  ordcis 
tothofe,  who  had  the  command  of  them,  to  deftroy 
the  Lacedaemonian  General,  and  all  that  accompanied 
him  by  the  way  :  as  if  it  were  poffible  to  bury  with 
him  in  the  fea  both  the  ,  remembrance  of  the  fervices 
he  had  done  them,  and  the  horrorof  the  crime  which 
they  committed  in  that  refpeft.  So  Mack  a^uik  does 
not  feem  credible  to  me  even  in  Carthaginians. 

This  battle,  fays  Polybius,  though  not  fo  confider- 
able  as  many  others,  may  give  us  fome  falutary  in- 
X  ftru<?tions,  which,  adds  he,  is  the  folid  fruit  ©f  Tiiftory. 
That  great  matter  I  endeavour  to  follow  here. 

Firft,  Can  one  rely  much  upon  good  fortune,  after 
what  has  happened  in  this  place  to  Regulus  ?  Haughty 
from  hbviSory,  andinexorabletnTegard  to  the  con- 
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quered,  he  fcarce  vouchfafies  to  hear  them;  and  fbon  A.R.407. 
^er  falls  into  their  hands.    Hannibal  makes  the  fame  -^*-  ^• 
I       reflexion  to  Stlpio,  when  he  would  perfuade  him  not     **^' 
I       to  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  dazzled  by  the  fuccefs  of  his 
i       arms.     •  •*  Regulus,  faid  he,  would  have  been  one 
;        «  of  the  moft  extraordinary  models  of  valour  and 
!       «  fucctfs  that  ever  was,  if  after  the  viftory,  which 
I        "  he  gained  in  the  very  country  where  we  now  are,  he 
"  had  thought  fit  to  gtant  our  anceftors  the  peace 
!        ^  they  demanded.     But  from  not  having  known  how 
I        **  to  check  his  ambition,  and  keep  withhi  the  bounds 
**  of  reafon,  the  CTcatnefsof  his  elevation  only  ferved 
**  to  make  his  fall  the  more  fhamefuL  •* 

In  the  fecond  place,  we  fee  here  the  truth  of  whit 
Euripides  fays,  f  "  That  one  wife  head  is  better  than 
a  multitude  of  hands.'*  One  man,  on  this  occafion, 
changes  the  whole  face  of  atFairs.  On  the  one  fide, 
he  puts  trbdps  to  flight  that  appeared  invincible  :  on 
the  other,  he  revives  the  courage  of  a  city  and  army 
that  he  found  in  confternation  and  defpair. 

And  this,  fays  Polybius,  is  the  ufe  to  be  made  of 
readihg.  For  there  being  two  ways  of  learning  and 
impmvingi  the  one  by  one's  own  experience,  and  the 
odier  by  that  of  (Jthers,  it  is  much  the  wifer  and  more 
advantageous,  to  be  taught  by  the  faults  of  others 
than  by  t)ne*^  own. 

The  news  of  the  defeat  and  taking  of  Regulus  oc- 
cafioned  a  great  alarm  amongftthe  Romans,  and  made 
them  apprehend,  that  the  Carthaginians,  emboldened 
by  their  fuccefs,  and  irritated  by  the  evils  they  had 
fuficred,wt)Uld  conceive  thoughts  of  coming  to  avenge 
thcmfclves  on  Rome  itfelf,  and  undertake  to  make 
Italy  feel  the  fame  calamities  which  Africa  had  fo 
feitely  experJenced.  ^.Por  this  reafon  the  Senate  order- 
ed the  Confds  to  provide  firft  for  the  fafety  of  the 

*  Inter  panca  ftUcitatU  TiitUtUquecxempla  M.  Atilius  quondam  ia 

hac  i^cm  terra  fuiflet,  fi  vid^or  pacem  petehtibus  dediflet  patribus 
toftris.  -Sed  iron  ftattiendb  tkndem  ftlicitati  modum,  n^c  cohibendb 
^flferenteni&fiortiinam^  qiiaalto  altiiu  elatiuerat^  eo  icedias comiiiL 

|lV.  XXX.  30. 
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A.  R.  497.  country,  by  leaving  the  number  of  troops  in  it  nc- 
^»«^    ceffary  to  its  defence ;  to  apply  themfelves  to  the 
building  of  a  conliderable  fleet  ^   to  fet  out  as  foon  as 
'         poflible  for  Sicily,  and  even  to  go  to  Africa,  if  they 
judged  it  proper,  in  order  to  keep  the  enemy  employ- 
ed in  their  own  country.' 
Polyb.  i.       The.  Carthaginians  at  firft  thought  only  of  re- 
37.       *  cftablilhing  their  afiairs  in  Africa,  of  reducing  the 
peeple  that  had  revolted  either  by  lenity  or  force,  and 
of  recovering  the  cities  of  which  the  Romans  had  made 
themfelves  matters.     Clypea  was  the  moft  confider- 
able.     The  garrifon  which  the  Romans  had  left  there 
made   a  vigorous  defence,  and  kept  the  army  of  the 
Carthaginians  long  employed;  fo  that,  when. they  re- 
ceived advice  of  the  extraordinary  preparations  mak- 
ing in  Italy  for  putting  a  fleet  to  fea,  they  raifed  the 
fiege,  in  order  to  apply  themfelves  folely  to  fitting 
out  one  On  their  fide,  capable  of  difputing  the  .landing 
of  the  Romans  in  Africa. 

The  Confuls  had  been  fo  adive,  that  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fummer  they  had  three  hundred  galleys 
compleatly  fitted  out,  and  ready  to  put  to  fea.  They 
fet  fail  without  lofs  of  time,  and  landed  firfl:  in  Sicily, 
where  they  left  good  garrifons  in  the  cities  that  wanted 
them  ;  and  from  thence  they  fteercd  immediately  for 
Africa.  A  great  ftorm  drove  them  to  the  ifland  of 
Coflura,  fituatcd  between  Africa  and  Sicily,  ovcr- 
againft  the  promontory  of  Lilybaeum.  They  made  a 
defcent  there,  ruined  all  the  flat  country,  and  took 
the  capital  city,  called  by  the  fame  name  as  the 
ifland.  From  thence  they  gained  the  promontory  of 
Hermaeum,  near  which  the  city  of  Clypea  is  fituated^ 
where  the  Carthaginian  fleet  came  to  meet  them.  A 
rude  batde  was  fought  there,  in  which  fucceis  was  a 
long  time  doubtful.  The  aid  which  came  very  op- 
portunely from  Clypea,  made  the  balance  incline  to 
the  fide  of  the  Romans,  and  obtained  them  a  compleat 
yidtory.  The  Carthaginians  had  above  an  hundred 
fliips  funk,  and  thirty  taken,  with  the  lofs  of  fifteen 
thousand  men.     The  Ropians  loft  only  eleven  hundred 
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men  and  nine  fhips.     The  fleet  proceeded  direftly  to  A.  R.  497- 
I         Clypea,  where  the  troops  landed,  and  incamped  near  ^^^f^' 
\         the  city.     The  Carthaginians  came  thither  foon  after 
I         to  attack  them.     A  battle  was  fought  by  land.     The 
;         Carthaginians  were  defeated   again,  and  loft  almoft 
I         nine  thoufand  men.  .  Amongft  the  prifoners  were  fc- 
1         veral  of  the  principal  citizens  of  Carthage,  who  were 
!         carefully  kept,  in  order  to  be  exchanged  for  Regulus, 
I         and  the  other  Romans  of  the  greateft  diftinftion. 
I  The  Confuls  afterwards  deliberated  upon  the  mca- 

furcs  it  was  ncceifary  to  take.  The  great  advantages 
they  had  juft  obtained,  made  them  at  firft  believe  it 
prafticablc  to  fupport  themfelves  in  Africa.  But  as 
all  the  neighbouring  countries  had  been  deftroyed, 
they  apprehended  famine.  It  was  therefore  judged 
proper  to  withdraw  the  garrifon  of  Clypea,  and  to  fail 
for  Sicily.  They  carried  away  great  fpoils,  which 
were  the  fruits  of  Regulus's  vidtorics,  that  had  been 
laid  up  by  him  in  that  city. 

They  might  have  had  a  good  voyage  to  Sicily,  and  Polyb.  i. 
arrived  fafe  in  Italy,  if  the  Confuls  had  known  how  ^^•' 
to  take  good  counfcl.  The  pilots  informed  them  that 
navigation  would  be  dangerous,  if  delayed  till  between 
the  fifing  of  Orion  and  the  Dog-ftar,  at  which  time 
great  ftorms  ufually  happen  (that  time  is  fixed  to 
the  months  of  June  and  July).  They  took  little  no- 
nce of  this  advice,  and  amufed  themfelves  with  befieg- 
ing  fbme  maritime  cities,  which  they  were  defirous  of 
t&ing  on  their  way.  They  foon  found  to  their  great 
misfortune  the  truth  of  the  counfel  they  had  neglefted. 
On  their  departure  one  of  the  greateft  ftorms  arofe 
Aey  had  ever  known.  Of  more  tl^an  three  hundred 
and  fixteen  fliips,  fcarce  fourfcore  efcaped,  and  even 
thofe  were  obliged  to  throw  their  equipage  into  the 
fea,  without  mentioning  a  great  number  of  barks  and 
fmall  veflels  which  perifhed.  The  fea  was  covered 
with  the  dead  bodies  of  men  and  other  animals,  and 
with  the  planks  and  wrecks  of  galleys  from  the  coaft 
of  •  Camarina,  where  this  tempeft  had  furprized  the 
•  Now  called  Torre  di  Camarana,  upon  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Sicily 
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A.R.497-flceft,  as  far  as  the  cape  of  Pachynus.  The  goodncfi 
^^^^^'  an4  gcnerofity  of  King  Hiero  was  a  great  conlblatioi» 
and  a  very  neceflary  relief  to  them  in  this  fad  difafter. 
He  fupplied  them  with  cloaths,  pravifions,  and  fuch 
arms  as  the  flxips  had  occalion  for,  and  convoyed  them 
as  far  as  Mellina. 

The  Carthaginians  knew  well  how  to  tal^ e  advan- 
tage of  the  misfortune  of  their  enemies.  After  having 
retaken  the  city  and  ifland  of  Coffura  *  in  their  way, 
they  landed  in  Sicily,  formed  the  fiegeof  Agrigentum, 
under  their  General  Carthalon,  took  thai  city  in  a  few 
days,  which  received  no  aid,  and  deftroyed  it  entirely. 
It  was  to  be  feared,  that  all  the  other  places  of  the 
Romans  would  have  the  fame  fate,  and  be  obliged  to 
furrender:  but^e  news  of  a  powerful  armanient  pre- 
paring at  Rome,  gave  thie  allies  courage,  and  in- 
duced them  to  make  head  againft  the  enemy.  Accord- 
'  ingly  in  tlu*ee  months  two  hundred  ^I^d  twenty  galleys 
were  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fca. 

A.R.49<.         Cn.  Cornelius  Scipio  Asina  II. 
t^^  '  A.  Atiuus  Calatinus  II. 

This  is  the  fame  Cornelius,  who  when  Conful  feven 
years  before,  had  been  taken  by  the  Carthaginians  in 
an  ambufcade  near  the  iflands  of  Lipara,  and  carried 
to  Carthage,  where  he  was  fliut  pp  in  a  prifoq,  and 
treated  with  indignities,  "  f  Who  wou^d  believe, 
cries  an  author,  that  this  Cornelius  fhould  be  led  from 
the  Confular  purple  to  a  dungeon,  and  fron^  a  dun- 
geon be  reftored  to  the  Coi>fuIar  purple  I?  He  expe- 
rienced this  double  change  iq  the  fpace  of  fome  years^ 
and  became  a  captive  from  a  Conful^  and  a  Conful 
from  a  captive."  Viciflitudes  of  this  Jcind  are  rare  j 
but  it  fuffices  that  they  are  not  without  exampje,  to 

*  Now  Pantalerea,  an  ifland  between  the  kingdoW  of  Tuair  and 
ttdly. 

t  Qjus  credcret  ilium  a  duodecim  fecuribus  ad  Csu^atginieailam 
proventtinun  catenas  ?  Quis  nirfus  exiftiitfaret  a  Panids  vincalis'ad 
iumma  Imperiapcnrentunim faftxgia  >  Sed  tamen  ex  Cois^c  captiFOi^ 
ex  captivo  CoAjfttl  fa6his  eil,    Val,  Max.  ti.  9. 
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inftruft  the  wife  man  not  to  fulFcr  himfelf  to  be  too  A.R.49g. 
much  deprefled  by  bad,  nor  too  much  exalted  by  ^^'  ^* 
good,  fortune. 

The  t;wo  Confuls,  having  taken  with  them  feme  p  ,  t, . 
fhips  which  they  found  on  their  way  at  Meflina,  almoft  J/ 
the  only  ones  that  had  efcaped  the  laft  wreck,  landed 
in  Sicily  with  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  fail  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  •^Himera,  and  made  thcm- 
felves  mailers  of  the  city  of  Cejphaledia,  which  is  but 
eighteen  miles  from  it.     They  failed  of  taking  Depra^ 
num,  of  which  they  were  obliged  to  raife  the  fiegc. 
They  immediately  formed  another  of  much  greater 
importance :  it  was  that  of  -f  Panormus,  the  principal 
city  in  fubjeftion  to  the  Carthaginians.     They  firft 
felzed  the  port.   The  inhabitants  refufing  to  furrender,  \ 
they  applied  themselves  to  furrounding  the  city  with 
intrenchments.      As  the.  place  iupplied  them   with" 
wood  in  abundance,  the  works  advanced  confidcrably 
in  a  fliort  time.     The  attack  was  carried  on  with  vi- 
gour.    Having  beaten  down  a  tower  on  the  fide  next 
the  fea  with  their  machmcs,  the  foldicrs  entered  the 
breach,  and  after  having  madjc  a  great  flaughter  feiz- 
ed  the  exterior  city  called  the  New  City.  The  old  one 
did  not  holdout  long.    As  it  began  to  want  provi- 
fions,  the  befieged  offered  to  furrender  upon  condi- 
tion  only  of  Juving  their  lives  and  liberty  granted 
them.     Their  offer  was  not  accepted.     They   were 
obliged  to  pay  a  certain  ranfom,  which  was  twomina?, 
or -about  five  pounds  an  head.     Fourteen  thoufand 
perfons  wereranfomed  at  that  price,  which  amounted 
to  about  ferenty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     The  reft 
of  the  populace,  who  amounted  to  thirteen  thoufand,, 
were  Hold  with  the  plunder. 

The  taking  of  this  city  was  followed  by  the  volun-* 
tary  furrender  of  many  other  places,  the  inhabitants  J 

•  There  arr  two  rivers  of  thiBiiamc,  one  of  which  runs  towardf 
the  northy  and  the  other  towards  the  fouth.  It  is  the  firft,  of  which 
we  fpeak  here,  now  called  Fiume  grande. 

tTWcrmo/the  capital  of  Skily,  upon  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
iOftinl. 
,    t  The  Jetiniy  Soluntini,  Pctrinienfts,  Tyndaritani,  &c. 
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of  which  drove  out  the  Carthaginian  garrifons,  and 
efpoufcd  the  part  of  the  Romans.  The  Confuls,  after 
thefe  glorious  expeditions,  returned  to  Rome. 

A.R-499.  Cn.  SeRVILIUS  C^PIO. 

^^^•^'  C.  SeMPRONIUS  BhMSVS. 

Poiyb.  X.       Thefe  Confuis  went  to  Africa  with  a  fleet  of  two 
4®-  hundred  and  fixty.  fliips.     Thejr  made  defcents  there, 

took  fome  places,  and  carried  ofi^abundance  of  plunder. 
No  important  expedition  paflcd  there,  bccaufc  the 
Carthagmians  always  prevented  them  from  taking  any 
commodious  poft.  They  had  re-eftablilhcd  their  af- 
fairs well  throughout  the  whole  country,  having  re- 
taken all  the  places  of  which  Regulus  had  made  him- 
felf  matter,  and  reduced  all  thofe  that  had  revolted  to 
return  to  dieir  duty.  Amilcar  went  all  over  Numidia 
and  Mauritania,  quieted  thofe  countries  every  where, 
and  laid  a  fine  upon  the  people,  by  way  of  fatisfac- 
tion,  of  a  thou&nd  talents,  (about  finy  thoufand 
pounds)  and  twenty  thoufand  oxen.  As  te  the  prin- 
cipal pcrfons  of  the  cities,  who  were  accufed  of  favour- 
ing the  Romans,  he  hanged  to  the  number  of  three 
thoufand  of  them.  We  fee  here  a  fenlible  inftance  of 
the  Carthaginian  charafter. 

The  Confuis  having  been  driven  by  the  winds  to 
the  ifland  of  the  *  Lotophagi,  called  Meninx,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Icflcr  Syrtes,  experienced  a 
danger  that  (hews  how  f  little  they  were  acquainted 
with  the  fca,  of  which  the  ebbing  and  flowing  were  a 
matter  of  novelty  to  them.  The  water  beine  fallen, 
they  were  furprized  to  fee  themielves  almoft  on  dry 
land,  and  believing  themfclves  loft,  they  thr^w  abun- 
•  dance  of  things  overboard  in  order  to  lighten  the 
ihips.  Thejretum  of  the  tide  furprized  them  no  le6, 
but  in  an  agreeable  manixer :  for  it  delivered  them  from 

•  In  the  kingdom  of  Tunis. 

f  As  the  fea  does  not  ebb  and  flow,  except  in  certain  particiilar 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean^  it  is  the  leit  fuipxizing  that  the  Romans 
were  ignorant  of  its  doing  fo  at  the  Syrtes* 
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an  imaginary  danger,  which  they  thought  without  A.R.499.- 
remedy.  The  reft  of  the  voyage  was  favourable  .^^^^  * 
enou^  to  them,  as  far  as  the  cape  of  •  Palinurus; 
which  projcfts  into  the  fea  fronn  the  mountains  of 
Lucania,  When^  they  had  doubled  it,  a  violent 
ftorm  arofe  on  ^  fudden,  ^nd  funk  them  above  an 
hundred  and  fifty  large  Ihips,  without  including  a 
great  number  of  bsirks  and  other  fmall  vefleb.  ' 

So  many  ioffes  of  Ihips  upon  the  neck  of  each  other,  * 
which  could  not  be  repaired  but  at  immenfe  expences, 
affiled  the  Romans  extremely,  and  made  them  be- 
lieve, it  was  not  the  will  of  the  Gods  that  they  fhould 
IttTe  die  fovcrcignty  of  the  fea.  The  Senate  in 
confcauence  decreed,  that  no  more  than  fixty  fiiips 
fcould  be  fitted  out  to  guard  the  coafts  of  Italy,  and 
to  tranlport  provifions,  and  other  neceflary  munitions* 
to  the  armies  that  made  war  in  Sicily. 

One  of  the  Cenfors  being  dead,  the  other  abdicated, 
according  to.  the  cuftom  long  eftablifhed ;  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  Cenlus  to  be  put  off  till  the  enfuing 
year. 

C.  AURBLIUft  COTTA.  A.R.500. 

P.  SeRVILIUS  GeMINUS.  Ant.C. 

They  retook  a  city  in  Sicily  called  Himera,  or  f 
Thermae  Himerenfes. 

.  C.  Aurelius  forms  the  fiege  of  Lipara,  a  city  of  the  vai.  Max* 
ifland  of  the  fame  name.  Being  obliged  to  return  tg  ii-4« 
Rome,  to  take  the  aufoices  again,  ne  confides  the 
care  of  the  fiege  to  Q^  Caflius,  a  legionary  Tribune, 
wh  orders  only  to  "keep  a  good  guard  for  the  prefer- 
yation  of  the  works,  and  exprefs  command  not  to  at- 
tack the  place. in  his  abfence.  The  young  ofiicer, 
hurried  on  by  an  immoderate  defire  of  glory,  attacked 
the  place  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  His  ralhnefs  was 
wclf puniflied.  The  befieged  made  a  furious  falley,  in 
which  he  loft  a  great  number  of  men,  repulfed  hlm- 

•  Capo  Palinuro :  a  cape  of  tl\e  kingdom  of  Naples. 
t  Termine,  at  the  north -weii  of  Sicily,  and  the  mouth  of  the  river 
of  the  fame  name. 

Voc.  III.  O  felf 
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A.R.  500.  felf  to  his  camp,  which  he  defended  with  great  dif- 
'^ll^'  ficulty,  and  afterwards  burnt  all  the  works.  The 
ConfuFs  return  foon  feinftated  every  thing.  The  town 
was  taken,  and  a  great  flaughter  made  in  it.  He 
chen  thought  proper  to  punifli  the  officer ;  who  was 
degraded,  publickly  fcourged  with  rods,  and  obliged 
to  ferve  in  the  loweft  rank  of  the  foot  as  a  private 
foldier. 
Liv.  v.as.  When  Lipara  was  taken,  the  defendants  of  Tima^ 
fitheus  were  exempted  from  all  tributes  and  taxes,  in 
gratitude  for  the  ugnal  fervice  which  he  had  rendered 
the  Commonwealth  an  hundred  and  forty  years  be^ 
fore.  He  was  at  that  time  fupreme  magiflrate  at  Li'^ 
para.  He  caufed  a  gold  cup  which  the  Romans  had 
lent  to  Delphi,  and  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
pirates  of  Lipara,  to  be  reftored  -,  gave  the  Ambafia- 
dors  a  good  convoy  to  Delphi ;  and  afterwards  re« 
conduced  them  in  fafety  to  Rome.  The  adion  was 
noble :  but  the  gratitude  of  the  Roman  People,  as 
warm  after  fo  many  years  as  if  the  fervice  had  been 
quite  recent,  is  highly  remarkable,  and  well  worthy 
of  praife. 

Since  the  misfortune  of  Regulus,  the  elephants, 
which  had  greatly  contributed  to  it,  had  fprcad  fo 
great  a  panic  araongft  the  Roman  troops,  that  they 
were  almoft  afraid  to  look  the  enemy  in  the  face,  and 
to  hazard  a  battle  with  them.  This  change,  which 
the  Carthaginians  perfeftly  difcerned,  joined  with  the 
refolution,  which  they  knew  the  Senate  had  taken  to 
fit  out  no  new  fleets,  gave  them  hopes,  that,  if  they 
made  ever  fo  little  eflTort,  it  would  be  eafy  for  theni 
to  recover  all  Sicily. 
App.amid  They  were  in  want  of  money,  the  public  treafuiy 
tuiv,  Urf.  being  exhaufted  by  the  enorrhous  expences,  witn 
which  a  war  that  had  continued  twelve  years,  had 
coft  them.  They  fent  an  ambaffador  to  Ptolomy  King 
of  Egypt,  (this  was  Ptolomy  Philadelphus)  to  defire 
him  to  lend  them  two  thoufand  f  tdents  of  filvcr. 


f  About  thre^  )iundred  thoufand  pounds. 
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Ptolomy,  who  had  entered  into  a  treaty  of  amity  with*  A.R.  5o<^, 

«5» 


the  Romans,  having  endeavoured  ineffeftually  to  re-  ^^^'  ^' 


concile  the  two  States  as  mediator,  declared  to  the 
Ambaiiadors,  that  though  he  much  defired  to  oblige 
the  Carthaginians,  he  could  not  do  it  in  the  prefent 
conjun^re,  becaufe  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
faith  of  treaties  to  aid  one  ally  with  money  ot 
troops  againft  another. 

The  rlebeians  were i^dmitted  to  fhare  in  the  dignityLiy. Epl6 
of  Pontifex  Maximus  this  year  for  the  firft  time.    Ti?^^"^- 
Coruncanius  had  this  office  conferred  upon  hifn. 

The  new  Cenfors  compleated  the  Cenfus  at  thi^  vai.  Max,^ 
time:    this  was  the  thirty-feventh  Luftrum.     The"- 9* 
citizens  capable  of  bearing  arms  were  found  to  be 
two  hundred  and  nincty-fcvert  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-fevcn.    This  Cenforlhip  wsls  fevere  and 
rigorous.     Thirteen  Senators  were  degraded.     Their 
horfes  were  taken  from  four  hundred  of  the  Roman 
youth,  and  they  were  reduced  into  the  loweftclafsof 
the  people.     The  caufe  of  fo  difgracJefiil  a  punilh-  mtsoiI 
ment  was  the  complaint  which  the  Conful  Aurelius^faai. 
had  made  againft  them  at  the  Tribunal  of  the  Cen- 
fors ;  that  on  a  prefling  occafion  in  Sicily,  they  had 
refufed  to  obey  when  commanded   to    aflift  at  the 
works.     The  Conful  induced  the  Senate  to  add  ano- 
ther punifhment  to  this  inflifted  by  the  Cenfors.     It 
was  rcfolved,  that  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  their 
paft  years  of  fervice,  and  fhould  be  obliged  to  begin 
theni  again.     It  was  by  fuch  examples  of  feverity, 
that  military  difcipline  was  ftriftly  preferved  amongft  ^ 

the  Romans,  upon  which  the  whole  fuccefs  of  armies 
depends,  and  which  contributed  more  than  any  thing 
to  raife  the  Roman  greatnefs  to  the  height  it  attained. 

ta.  C^CILIUS  MeTELLUS.  A.R.  5oi« 


C.  FuRiua  Pacilus. 


Ant.  C. 


Nothing  confiderable  pafled  this  year.  ^  The  Con-  Poiyb.  u 

fuls,  who  went  to  Sicily,  did  not  attack  the  enemy,  ♦*•     .  j 

and  were  not  attacked,  by  them,     Afdrubal,  however,  | 

'  O  2  a  new  I 
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A.  R.  501.  a  new  General  of  the  Carthiaginiaris,  was  lately  arrived 
Ts\?'  ^i^h  ^^^  hundred  galleys,  ah  hundred  and  thirty 
elephants,  and  twenty  thoufahd  horfe  and  foot.  This 
inaftivity,  which  in  protrafting  the  war  exhaufted  the 
treafures  of  the  State,  gave  the  Senate  reafon  to  C3^a- 
mine  again  into  the  rcfolution  which  had  been  taken  to 
build  no  more  fleets,  on  account  of  the  great  expehces 
which  they,  coft  the  Commonwealth.  "  The  Senatt 
few,  that  they  were  falling  into  the  fame  inconvenien- 
ces by  the  prolongation  of  the  war.  Since  the  defeat; 
of  Regulus,  the  Roman  troops  had  not  ftiewn  the 
fame  ardour  as  before.  Whilft  every  thing  gene- 
rally  fucceeded  In  the  battles  by  land,  they  could 
neither  terminate  any  thing,  nor  drive  the  Carthagi- 
nians out  of  Sicily,  whilft  they  continued  mafters  of 
the  fca.  Befides  which,  there  was  fomething  (hame!ful 
and  unworthy  of.  tHe  lloman  charafter,  in  fufFering 
themfelves  to  oe  difcouraged  by  loITes  hot  occafioned 
by  their  fault,  but  by  misfortunes  not  to  be  avoided 
by  human  prudence.'*  Thefe  cohfiderations  determin- 
ca  the  Senate  to  refume  their  former  plan,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  principal  efforts  of  the  Commonwealth  again 
at  fea. 

^\Jt.c.*'         C.  Atilius  Regulus  II. 
250.  L.  Manlius  Vulso  II.       '         . 

P'^iyb.  i.        Thefe   Confuls  were  appointed  to  provide'  a  fleet, 

'^^"'^^'    $nd  to  fit   it  out  with    every   thing  neceflary,     L. 

Metellus  was  continued  in  the  command  of  the  army 

in  Sicily  as  Proconful,  where  he  remained,  whilft  his 

toUegue  returned  to  Rome  for  the  eleftiop  of  Confuls. 

In  the  mean  time  Afdrubal,  feeing  tMere  was  but 

one  Roman  General,  with  half  the  forces,  in  Jtaly, 

and  refiefting,  that  the'Roman  anny,  when  together, 

though  almoft  every  day  drawn   up  in  battle  in  the 

fight  of  the  enemy,  was   afraid  to  engage  ;    he  be- 

.    lieved,    that  the- tirne  was    come  for  hazarding  an 

adtion  y  and  the  rather  becaufe  his  troops  demanded 

it  with  ardour,  and  fuffered  all  delays  wit!i  impatience, 

6  He 
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He  Set  out  from  Lilybseum,  and  having  crpffcd  thc^.R.  501. 
country  oF  Sclinuntum  by  a  very  difficult  route,  he  ^^'^' 
arrived  in   the  territory  ot  Panormus,  and  incamped 
there. 

The  Proconful  Mctellus  was  then  in  that  city  vrith 
hisVniy.  It  was  at  the  time  of  harveft,  and  he  had 
come  thither  in  order  to  give  the  inhabitants  an  op- 
portunity of  cutting  and  bringing  in  their  corn  with 
fccurity.  Having  been  informed  by  fome  fpies  Afdru- 
bal  had  in  the  city,  that  he  was  come  with  defign  to 
give  battle  ;  in  order  to^  confirm  him  in  that  refolu- 
tion,  and  render  him  lefs  upon  his  guard,  he  made  a 
feint  of  being  afraid,  and  kept  himfclf  clofe  within  the 
walls.  This  conduft  emboldened  the  Carthaginian 
General  extremely.  He  ravaged  the  flat  country  with- 
out oppoficion,put  all  to  fire  and  fword,  and  advanced 
haughtily  to  the  very  gates  of  Panormus.  Metellus 
continued  quiet,  and  to  give  Afdrubal  a  ftill  worfe 
idea  both  ot  the  courage  and  number  of  his  troops, 
he  fuffcred  only  few  of  his  foldiers  to  appear  upon 
the  walls.  Afdrubal  hefitated  no  longer.  He  made 
all  his  troops,  as  well  horfe  as  foot,  and  all  his  ele- 
phants, advance  to  the  walls  of  the  city,  near  which 
he  fixed  his  camp  with  fo  much  fecurity  and  contempt 
for  an  enemy,  who  did  not  dare  to  fliew  himfelf, 
that  he  did  not  fo  much  as  furround  it  with  intrench- 
ments. 

The  futtlers  and  fervants,  that  followed  the  army, 
had  brought  abundance  of  wine  into  the  camp.  The 
mercenary  foldiers  did  not  (pare  it,  and  full  of  liquor 
excited  a  tumult,  and  raifed  fuch  confufed  and  violent 
cries,  as  drunkennefs  is  apt  to  occafion.  The  Pro- 
conful thought  this  the  time  for  adting. .  He  began  by 
making  his  light-armed  troops  march  out  in  ordop  to 
bring  tKe .enemy  to  a  battle;  which  did  not  fail  to 
takeefFeft.  Advancing  infenfibly  after  each  other, 
tlic  whole  army  at  laft  quitted  the  camp.  Metellus 
poCEcd  pkrc  o(  the  light-armed  troops  along  fome  of 
rhc  fofses  of  the  city,  with  ordojs,  if  the  elephants 
O  3  approached. 
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A.R.50*.  approached,  to  pour  their  arrows  upon  them  in  abun- 
^;f*  dance  >  and,  when  they  found  themfclves  preffcd,  to 
go  down  into  the  foisc,  in  order  to  come  up  again 
foon  after,  and  harrafs  the  elephants.  And  that  they 
Plight  not  want  darts,  he  caufed  a  great  quantity  of 
them  to  be  carried  to  the  walls,  and  made  fome  of  the 
f  bmmon  people  throw  them  down  from  time  to  time 
into  the  works.  He  alfo  placed  his  archers  along  the 
walls.  As  for  himfelf,  he  ftayed  with  his  heavy-armed 
troops  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  which  fronted  the  left 
>ving  of  the  enemy,  in  readincfs  to  come  out  when 
proper. 

In  the  mean  time  the  light-armed  troops,  who  had 
began  the  action,  fometimes  pufticd  by  the  multitude 
of  the  enemy,  retired  towards  the  city  in  good  order, 
and  fometimes  reinforced  by  new  troops  fent  them  by 
^e  Conful,  maintained  the  fight.     On  the  fide  of  the 
Carthaginians,  the  comn?anders  of  the  elephants,  de- 
firing  to  have  the  principal  honour  of  the  viftory,  and 
(0  deprive  Afdrubal  of  it,  without  waiting  for  orders, 
made  their  heavy  animals  move  on,  and  purfued  thofe 
who  retired  towards  the  city  quite  to  the  fofscs.    Here 
they  were  expefted.     The  archers  upon  the   walls, 
and  the  light-armed  troops  upon  the  fide  of  the  fofses, 
poured  a  continual  fhower  of  darts  and  arrows  upon 
^them.     The  elephants,    wounded  in    many  places, 
would  obey  no  longer  their  guides,  and  growing  furi- 
ous, turned  upon  the  Carthaginians,  broke  and  beat 
down  their  ranks,  and  crufhed  to  death  all  that  came 
Jn  their  w^y.     This  was  the  ufual  inconvenience  of 
elephants.    Metiellus  fallied  in  the  midft  of  this  dif- 
order  and  con/ufion,  which  ferved  him  a^  a  fignaL 
Finding  the  enemy  in  the  condition  he  had  foremen, 
he  had  podi^iculty  to  bear  them  down  and  put  them 
to  the  rout    Thp  daughter  was  very  dreadful  both  in 
the  battle  and  th^  purmit :  to  compleat  their  misfor- 
pine,  the  Carthasinian  fleet  arrived  in  this  fad  con- 
jundure,  and  forar  from  being  in  a  conditio^  to  give; 
^(em  any  aid,   became  the  pccafioh  of  a  new  and 
'greater  evll^    As  foon  as  Itappearedt  blind  with  their 

fears^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ATILIUS,  MANLIUS,  Confuls.  199 

faurs,  they  ran  precipiutely  towards  {t^  as  to  their  fole  A-  R*  s^s. 
refuge  •,  and  tumbling  over  each  other,  were  either  ^l^^' 
trampled  on  by  their  own  troops,  cniihed  to  death 
by  the  elephants,  killed  by  the  enemy  who  purfued 
them,  or  drowned  in  the  iea,  endeavouring  to  fwim 
to  the  (hips.    Afdrubal  efcaped  to  Lilybseum.     He 
was  condemned  during   his  abfence  at   Carthage; 
whither  when  he  returned  without  knowing  what  had    ^ 
pafled  aeainft  him,  he  was  put  to  death.     He  was 
one  of  &e  greateft  Generals  Carthage  had  ever  pro- 
duced.    A  fingle   misfortune  made  that  barbarous 
State  forget  all  the  fervices  h^  had  jiendered  it.  Rome 
did  not  aft  in  that  manner. 

The  Romans  had  fcarce  ever  gained  a  greater  vic- 
tory than  this.  It  revived  the  valour  of  their  troops^ 
and  entirely  diipirited  the  Csrthagimans  \  fo  that  dur*- 
ing  the  whole  duration  of  this  war,  they  never  dared 
to  hazard  a  battle  by  land.  Twenty  thoufand  Cartha*- 
ginians  periflied  in  this  aftion,  Tw^nty-fix  elephants 
were  taken  in  it,  and  all  the  reft  the  next  and  the  fol- 
lowing days.  The  Proconful  perceiving,  that  thofe 
who  did  not  know  how  to  manage  thofe  animals, 
would  find  it  difficult  to  take  and  bring  them  off  in 
the  furious  condition  they  then  were,  ftraggling  about 
the  country,  caufed  proclamation  to  be  made  by  an 
herald,  that  life  and  Uberty  fhould  be  granted  to  luch, 
as  Ihould  alfift  in  taking  fome  of  them.  The  Cartha- 
ginians embraced  with  joy  fp  favourable  an  occafion 
m  foftening  their  fate.  Tlicy  at  nrft  took  thofe  that 
were  the  leaft  furious,  and  which  they  knew  beft,  and 
by  their  means  allured  all  the  reft  without  difficulty. 
Metellus  fent  them  all  to  RoQie,to  the  number  of  an 
hundred  and  forty-two. 

The  Conful's  manner  of  tranfporting  them,  which  ^^^^^j^  ^ 
was  not  eafy,   becaufe  he  had  no  fhips  proper  for  7. 
that  ufe,  was  as  follows,     Firft,  a  great  number  of™a-^"*» 
empty  calks  were  provided,  which  were  fafte^ed  to-^ 
gether  two  and  two  by  the  means  of  a  piece  of  timber 
placed  between  them,  to  prevent  them  from  be^tiqp; 
againft  each  other,  and  from  feparating.    On  thete 
O  4  were 
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A.R.  50a.  were  kid  a  kind  oif  ftoor  made  ofyhtnks,  and  coverad 
'^I'J^'  with  earth  and  dther  tnateriais,  and  on  the  fides  a  kind 
6f  breaft-work,  or  iitrle  wall,  was  raifcd  to  prevent 
the  elephants  from  falling  into  tlie  water.  They  en- 
tered them  from  thelhore  without  idifficaltijr/advanced 
upon  the  fea  without  perceiving  it,  and,  by  the  Jiclp 
of  thefe  floats,  arrived  o^  the  oppoTite  ihore,  as  t£ 
they  had  never  been  dfF  the  land.  Mctclkis  caufed 
Ml  his  elephants  to  be  tranfported  in  this  nrmnner  to 
Rhegium,  and  from  thencetfaey  were  carried  to  Rome, 
where  they  were  expofed  in  the  Circus  :  a  fight,  which 
^ave  the  people  as  much*pleafure  as  they  had  hitherto 
given  terror  to  the  troops. 
The  confiderable  loffcs,  which  the  Carthaginians 
xvlii""57  ^ad  fuftained  as  well  by  land  as  fea  for  fomc  years, 
— ^^*  determined  them  to  fend  AitibalTadors  to  Rome,  to 
treat  of  peace  ;  and  in  -c^fe  they  could  not  obtain  a 
favourable  one,  to  propofe  the  exchange  of  prifoners^ 
iand  efpecially  of  Tome,  who  were  of  the  principal 
families  of  Carthage.  Th6y  believed  that  Regulus 
might  be  of  gre4t  -fer^lice.'CO  :them,  efpecially  in  re- 
dpeft  to  the  fccond  article.  He  had  a  wife  and  chit 
dren  at  Rome,  befid^  «  gr^at  number  of  relations 
land  friends  in  the  Senate,  and  his  coufin-german  'bo 
tually  Conful.  There  was  reafofrtoprefumc,  that  the 
defire  of  quitting  the  fad  condition  wherein  he  had 
languifhed  fo  many  years,  of  returning'  to  his  family 
which  he  loved  tenderly,  and  of  being  rexnfiated  in  a 
frountfy,  where  he  was  univerfally  efteemed  and  re* 
fpefted,  would  infallibly  induce  Him  to  fecond  the 
demand  of  the  Carthaginians,  sHe  ^was  therefore 
urged*  to  join  the  Ambaffadors  in  the  voyage' to  Rome 
for  which  they  were  preparing.  He  tlid  not  think 
proper  to  refufe  this  demand  :.  the  Icquel  will  fhew 
what  his  motives  were.  Before  he  fet  out,  he  was 
made  to  take  an  oath,  that  in  cafe  he  did  not  fuccecd 
in  his  derriands,  he  would  return  to  Carthage,  and 
he  was  ev&n  givfcn  to'underfland,  that  his  lifb  depend*- 


ipd  on  the  fuccefs  6f  4ms  negotiation. 
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Whon  they  ^wwerc  near  .Rome,  iRqgulus  rcfuiibd  'o*^^^* 
enter  it ;  giving  for  his  reafoa^  that  it  was  not  the  ^^\  * 
cuftom  oi  their  anceftors  to  give  the  Ambafladors 
of  an^nemy  audience  within  the  city.  The  Senate 
being  aflembled  without  the  waUs,  the  Ambafiad(H'^, 
after  having  declared  the  jpurpofe  of  their  comings 
ireared.  Regulus  would  follow  them,  though  t^c 
Senators  defired  him  to  ftay ;  and  he  did  not  comp]|y 
^th  their  requeft,  till  the  Carthaginians,  whde  flave 
he  confidered  himfelf  to  be,  had  given  him  their  per- 
fniffion. 

It  does  not  appear  that  mention  was  made  of  any 
thing  relating  to  peac^e;  or  at  leaft,  nothing  farther^ 
the  deliberation  turned,  upon  the  exchange  of  piifon- 
en.  Regulus,  being  defired  by  the  Senate  to  give 
his  qpinion,  replied,  that  he  could  not  do  it  as  Scns^ 
tor,  Qaving  loft  that  quality,  as  well  as  that  of  a  'Ro- 
man eitiaen,  from  the  time  he  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy ;  but  he  did  not  refufe  to  fay  what  hp 
thought. as  a  private  perfon,  The.conjunfture  was  de- 
licate. Every  body  was  touched  with  the  misfortune 
of  fo  great  a  man.  He  had  only  one  word  to  fey^ 
lays  Cicero,  to  recover  with,  his  liberty  his  fortune^ 
dignities,  wife^  children,  and  country:  But  that 
word  feemed  to  him  contrary  to  honour  and  the  good 
of  die  State.  He  regarded  only  the  fentiments  with 
which  fortitude  and  greatnefs  of  mind  infpired  him. 
*  Thofe  are  the  virtues,  fays  Cicero,  fpeaking  of  Re- 
gulus, which  teach  men  to  fear  nothing ;  to  de{pife 
all  human  things  ;  to  prepare  for  the  worft  that  [can 
happen  -,  and,  I  will  add  with -f-  Seneca,  to  go  where- 
evcrduty  calb  them,  through  the  greateft  dangers, 
without  regard  to  any  other  intereft  whatfoeven  He 
therefore  |  frankly  declared,  "  That  they  ought  not 

*  Magnitudo  animi  8c  fortitudo  ^■Hanmenim  eft  virtntum  jpro* 
.  prioiDy  nihil  extimefcete,  omnia  humana  deipicere,  nihil  qaod  hojni« 
ni  accidere  poffity  intolerandum  putare.    Omc.  iii.  loo. 

t  Cakatis  utiliutibus  ad^am  (virtutem}  euadom  oft»  qaocamfoe 
vocavit,  quocomque  aoA^t,  ilae  reipe^u  lei.faiailiaru*    SsJfSC^doM^ 

t  Hoc  caTcrat  mens  provida  R^g^t  ,      t 

Dificnticiitit  conditioniDui 

Fadif 
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A»Rw  5d».  to  think  of  exchanging  prifoners  :  that  fuch  jtn  estam- 


^^  ^'  pie  would  have  confequenccs  fatal  to  the  ComnK>n 


-wealth  :  that  citizens  who  had  been-  2bjcSt  enough  to 
give  up  their  arms  to  the  enemy,  were  unworthy  of 
compaflion,  and  incapable  of  ferving  their  country. 
That  as  for  himfelf,  at  his  years,  the  lofs  of  him 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  nothing  5  whereas  they  had 
fevcral  Carth^inian  Generals  in  their  hands  in  the 
vigour  of  life,  and  capable  of  doing  their  country 
great  fcrvice  for  many  years.*' 

It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  the  Senate  gave  in 
to  an  opinion  which  was  to  coft  fo  dear,  and  was  un- 
^xampled^  unheard  of,  in  the  cafe  wherein  Regulus 
was.  '  Cicero  in  the  third  book  of  his  Offices,  exa- 
miaes  whether  Regulus,  after  having  given  his  opini- 
on in  the  Senate,  was  obliged  to  return  to  Carthage, 
And  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the  moft  cruel  torments,  ra- 
ther than  break  an  oath  extorted  from  him  by  force, 
and  made  to  an  enemy  who  knew  not  what  it  was  to 
be  faithful  to  bis  engagements,  and  from  whom  he 
had  nothing  to  fear,  any  more  than  from  the  wrath  of 
the  Gods,  who  are  ♦  incapable  of  anger. 

Cicero  refutes  this  fnvolous  manner  of  reaibn- 
ing  with  a  kind  c^  indignation.  What  ought  to  be 
confidered  in  an  oath,  and  make  it  be  obferved,  fays 
he,  is  not  the  fear  of  being  puniihed  for  breaking  it, 
but  the  force  land  facred  nature  of  it.    For'f  "  an 

.  Foedisy  &  exefni>lo  trabenti 
Pernicieia  venient  in  arvunl  s 
Si  non  periret  immiferabilif 
Cipciva  pubet— «• 
Auro  repenfus  fcilice^  acrior 
Miles  redibit  1  Flagitio  additit 

Erit  illc  Ibrtis. 
-     •  Qiii  perfidiffefecrediditfaoftibuss 

£t  nMUte  Poenos  prot6ret.a1tero« 
Qgi  iora  reftridit  lacertis 
^'Ptti&t  men,  timuitque  mortem  f 

Ho  a.  Od.  ▼.  h  s« 
*  ft  was  the  o)^!on  of  ibme  phUofophersj  tbat  the  Divinitj  wa^ 
aevel-  aagiy,  and  that  men-had  nothing  to  fear  from  hb  rengeance. 

f  Eft  enim  jusjur^ndum  allirmatio  relieiofa.  Quod  autem  affif* 
mate,  qnafi  deo  teftei  promileritj  id  tcffenanni  pSL    Qffict  liL  xo4. 

....  '  oadi 
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"  oath  is  a  religious  affirmation/'  Now  what  is  af-^^s®** 
firmed  in  this  manner,  and  which  God  is  called  upon  ^p.  * 
to  witnefs,  mull  be  obferved  through  relpeft  for  faith 
engaged,  that  faith  of  which  Ennius  happily  lays  ;  ♦ 
"  O  facred  and  divine  faith,  by  whom  Jove  himfelf 
'^*  fwears,  how  worthy  art  thou  of  a  place  in  the  high* 
**  eft  part  of  temples  !**  Whoever  violates  his  oath, 
therefore,  violates  this  faith  fo  facred  and  venerable. 
War  itfclf  has  its  rights,  which  ought  to  be  obferved 
inviolably  with  refpeft  to  all  enemies  whatfoever ;  and 
to  pretend,  that  faith  engaged  to  one  that  has  no 
faith  himfelf,  is  void,  is  endeavouring  to  cover  the 
guilt  of  infidelity  and  perjury  by  a  pretext  that  cannot 
be  maintained. 

>  From  what  has  been  faid  it  mufi:  be  concluded, 
that  all  which  fear  and  meannefs  of  fpirit  induce  men 
to  aft,  might  have  been  imputed  to  Regulus,  if  in 
giving  his  opinion  upon  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  he 
had  regarded  rather  his  own,  than  the  intereits  of  the 
Commonwealth  ^  or,  if  inftead  of  returning,  he  had 
remained  at  Rome  ^  and  that  fuch  a£bions  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  criminal,  fhameful,  and  infamous. 
It  is  Cicero  that  fays  all  this  :  And  we  may  fee  from 
it,  how  high  human  wifdom  is  capable  of  attaining, 
which  is  always  far  Ihort,  when  the  queftion  is  to  go 
back  to  the  firft  principles  of  things :  and  th^t, 
building  up  its*  morality  without  relation  to  God, 
without  the  fear  of  being  puhifhed  by  him,  without 
the  hope  of  pleafing  him,  it  deprives  virtue  of  its  only 
folid  motive  and  r^^  fupport. 

Regulus  did  not  hefitate  concerning  the  choice  he 
ought  to  make.  That  illuftrious  f  exile  feit  out  from 
Rome  to  return  to  Carthage,  without  being  moved 

*  p  fides  alitta,  apta  funBit,  jutjiirandain  JptIs* 
t  Fertur  pudicse  con^u^is  ofcttlum^ 
Farvoiqiie  natOB,  ut  capitis  minor, 
A  ie  removiife,  Sc  virilcm 
Torvus  huxni  iK>riiiire  vultum. 
Donee  labantes  confilio  Patres 
Finnaret  audtor  nunquam  alias  dato, 

Interque  moerentes  amicos  , 

j&f  regius  properaret  exu). 
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A.  R.  503U  cither  by  the  great  grief  of  his  friends,  pr  the  tea{;^ 
"^o.^*  of  his  wife  a^ncj  children,  ^nd  with  the  tranquillity  o^ 
"^  *  jfL  magiftrate  goirig  to  his  country-houfe  in  a  vacatiq^i 
^rom  bufinefs.  Jiowever,  he  was  not  ignqrant  of  the 
torments  prepared  for  him-  Accordingly,  when  .th? 
enemy  few  him  return,  without  having  obtained  th^ 
exchange,  and  knew  that  hje  had  eyen  oppofed  k, 
there  was  ijo  kind  of  torments  which  their  cruelty  di^ 
pot  inflift  uppn  him.  They  kept  him  a  ^reat  while 
in, a  dark  dungeon,  from  whepce  after  havmg  qut  off 
}}\s  eyelids,  they  brought  him  put  on  a  fudden  to  e;cr 
jpofe  him  to  the  fun,  when  its  heat  was  greateft.  They 
^terwards  fliut  him  up  in  a  kind  of  chqft  ftuck/uU  of 
J  fpikes,  which  never  fuffered  Wm  to  reft  night  or  day. 
At  leRgth^  jifter  hayiog  long  tortured  hjm  with  excef- 
five  pains,  and  by  keeping  him  continually  awak^ 
they  nailed  him  to  a  crofs,  the  rpoft  ufu^l  kind  of 
pliniihflient  amongft  the  Carthaginians,  upon  which 
5ic  e^^pired. 

Such  w^  the  end  of  this  great  man.  •  Something 
luid  been  wanting  to  his  gfory,  if  his  conftancy  and 
patience  had  ,not  ,been  put  to  fo  rpde  a  trial.  It  is 
not  profperjty  bpt  misfortunes,  which  fhew  virtue  in 
its  luftre,  place  it  in  all  its  light,  and  make  known 
^how  Jar  its .  force  extends.  It  is  .a  .Pagan  that  talks  in 
this,n>anner',  but  he  did  not  know  the  ufe.of  the 
great  truths  he  tavight.     f  When  you  fee  thegood, 

AtqBi  feirbat  quae  fibi  t^arbanis 
X^^rtior  pa^aret.    Nan  aliter  tamen 

Dimovit  obf&ntes  propi^quosy 
£t  popuium  reditus  mpranteiDy 
Qjiam  ii  clientum  longa  negotia 
pj)U<ilicata  lite.relinquerety 

Tendehs  Venafranos  in  agros, 
Aut  Lacedxmonium  Tarentum. 

HoR.  Od.  V.  I.  iii. 

*  Adverfi  aliquid  incurrat  oportet,  quod  animum  probet.  SfiNKCr 
«d  Marc.  c.  6. 

Marcet  fine  adverfario  virtus.  Tunc  apparet  quanta  fit,  quantum 
Taleat,  quantumque  polleat,  ctup,  quid  ^oSBt,  paticntia  oftendit.  Id. 
^e  Provid.  c.  a.        . 

t  Qji^"*  (virum  bonum)  parens  ille  magnificus,  yirtutum  non  Icnis 
exaftor,  ficut  fcveri  patres,  duriiis  edujcat.  Itaquc  cum  vidcris  bonos 
Tiros,  ac9eptofquc  diis,   laborare,   fudare,  per  arduum  afcendcrej 
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%s  Seneca  again,  opprefled  by  the' Wicked,  afififted  A.R.  so*. 
and  tormented,  tKirik  not  that  G6d  forgets  them.  ^J;,f* 
He  treats  them  as  a  ^ood  father  does  his' diildrcn, 
whom  he  Idveis,  but  at  the  fame  time  forms  with  feve- 
rity  for  wifddm  and  virtue.  G6d  has  not  a  Weak 
teiidernefs  for  the  virtuous,  that  induces  him  to  treat 
theiii  With  ^entferiefi  and  favour :  he  tries,  he  enures^ 
and  takes  pains  td  make  them  ^rthV  of  him.  +  A 
tyrant  may  exertife  his  power  upoh  their  bodies  \  but 
it  cxuentbrio  farther.  He  can  do  nothing  on  the 
foul,  which  is  a  facred  afylum  inacceflible  to  his 
ftripes.  J  In  the  midft  of  torments  they  remain  tran- 
juil,  and  inviolably  attached  to  their  duty.  They 
eel,  but  they  furnwunti  them.  And  tWs  is  the  pic- 
ture of  Regulusi  the  hero  of  paganifm  in  point  of 
courage  and  patience-,  but,  unfortunately  for  him, 
the  martyr  of  vanity,  of  the  love  of  gloiy,  and  of  a 
vain  phantom  of  virtue. 

It  is  reiharkable,  that  !l^olybius  does  not  fay  a  word 
of  ali  this  jprodigious.  conftancy. 

The  Senate  having  beeh  informed  of  the  tr^ical  zonar. 
death  of  RegUlus,  and  the  uhhcard-of  cruelty  of  the  viii.  394. 
Cartha^ians,  delivered  up  the  moft  diftinguilhed  of  ^]  ^*^* 
their  prifoners  to  Marcia  his  wife,  and  to  liis  children.  Diod. 
They  put  them  into  a  cheft  ftuck  with  iron  fpikea,  in  j*|H^^*^* 
order  to  repay  them  with  intereft  the  pains,  an  which 
Regulus  had  ended  his  life ;  and  left  them  five  whole 
4ays  without  nourifhment,  at  the  end  of  which  Bof- 
tar  died  of  hunger  and  mifery.     But  Amilcar,  whofc 
conftitution  was  more  robiift,  lived  five  days  longer 
by  the  fide  of  Boftar's  corpfe,  with  whom  he  had 
been  fliut  up,  in  efed  of  nourilhment,  which  was 

inalM  autem  laiciVire,  Sc  voluptatibuft  fluere ;  cogita  filiortnn  nos  mo* 
deftia  dele^tariy  -vtmalarum  licexuia ;  iHos  dlfcipUna  trifliari  conti- 
neri,  bonim  ali  audaciam.  Idem  tibi  de  Deo  liqueat.  Bonum  virum 
in  deliciis  aon  habet  s  experitur,  indurat,  fibi  ilium  pneparat.  Ibid. 

t  Cdrpulculum  hoo-buc  atque  illuc  ja6^atttr.;  In  hoc  fu^licia,  in  hoc  * 
htrocioia,  in  hoc  lAorbi  exercentur :  ammus  quidem  ipfe  facer  St  aeter- 
nu8  eft,  &  cui  non  poflunt  injici  mantis.  De  Confolat.  ad  Helv.  cap,  xi. 

X  Eft  omnibus  externis  potentior,  nee  hoc  dico>  non  fentit  ilia, 
ied  vincit ;  Sc  alioquin  quietus  placidufque  contra  incurrentia  attolli- 
tur.    De  Provid.  c.  a. 
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A«R.5oi«olily>given  him  to  prolong  hb  torments.  At  length 
"^io?*  ^^^  ma^ftrates,  wing  informed  of  what  paflcd  in 
Marcia's  houfe,  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  inhumanities^ 
fent  the  afhes  of  Boftar  to  Carthage,  and  ordered  the 
reft  of  the  prifoncrs  to  be  treated  with  more  lenity. 
In  my  opinion,  however  the  Carthaginians  might  have 
deferved  that  barbarity,  the  Senate  ought  not  to  have 
delivered  them  up  to  the  refentment  of  a  woman,  and 
that  a  contrail  or  humanity  had  been  a  more  noble 
revenge,  and  more  worthy  of  the  Roman  name. 


sect:  III. 

Triumph  ofMetellus.  Siege  ofUhfbieum  hy  the  Romdtu. 
Trea/on  dif covered  in  that  city :  A  confiderabU  relief 
enters  it.  'Bloody  aHion  round  the  machines.  They  me 
fit  on  fire.  Vain  dijpojition  of  the  Conful  Clodius. 
Battle  of  Drepanum:.  hfi  of  the  Roman  fleet.  The 
Confid  Junius  goes  to  Sicily.  New  difgrace  of  the  Ro- 
mans  at  Ulyh^eum.  They  happify  avoid  two  battles. 
The  Roman  fbipi  entirely  deftroyed  by  agreat  fiorm.  A 
DiSator  is  nominated.  Jufdus  takes  Eryx.  Amilcar 
Boreas  is  appointed  to  command  in  Sicily.  Several  per- 
fonsfit  out  privateers  and  plunder  Hippcna.  Birth  of 
Hannibal.  Ekchange  of  prifonets.  Two  new  colonies. 
Cenfus.  A  Roman  ladf  cited  before  the  People^  and 
fined.  Amitcar  takes  the  city  of  Eryx.  New  Roman 
fleet  built ^  and  fitted  out  h  private  perfons.  Pofiu- 
mius  the  Conful  kept  at  Rome  on  *acccunt  of  his  being  a 
frieft.  The  Senate  fcrbids  Lutatius  to  confult  the  £oi* 
nations  of  Pranefie.  Battle  at  the  ijlands  jEgates 
gained  by  the  Romans.    Treaty  of  peace  between  Rome 

.  and  Carthage.  End  of  the  firft  Punic  war.  Sicily 
becomes  a  province  of  tie  Roman  People. 


A.K 

Ant 
«50. 


t' c**T^  the  gritf  occafioned  by  the  deplorable  end  of 
J^'^^  '  -*  Regulus,  fucceeded  the  joy,  which  the  grateful 
Freiuih*  light  of  the  triumph  of  L.  Metellus  gave  the  whole 
Liv'  Epit  ^^^y*  before  whole  chariot  walked  thirteen  great  offi- 
xItl'.       '  ccrs 
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cers  of  th^  Carthaginian  army,  and  an  hundred  and  /A.R.  501. 
twenty  elephants.    I  have  already  faid,  that  thofe  ani-  ^^^^* 
mals  were  again  (hewn  to  the  people  in  the  Circus, 
after  whicli  they  were  all  killed,  becaufe  it  was  not 
judged  proper  to  ufe  them  in  the  Roman  armies. 

It  is  obiervcd  that  provifions  were  very  cheap  this  liv.xvHi. 
year  :  a  bufliel  of  corn,  a  Congius  (about  a  gallon)  3* 
of  wine,  thirty  pounds  of  dry  figs,  ten  pounds  of  oil 
of  olives,  twelve  pounds  of  meat,  were  all  of  the 
{ame  price,  and  coft  only  one  As  ;  and  the  As,  the 
tcndi  part  of  the  Roman  Denarius,  which  according 
to  many  learned  writers  was  only  ten  pence,  was  in 
value  only  one  ♦  penny.     Polybius  telb  us,  that  in  p^j  .  ^  -^  , 
his  time  the  bulhel  of  wheat  in  Italy  was  aftually  103. 
worth  fourteen  Oboli.  that  is  to  fay,  fuc  pence  half- 
penny, and  the  bufhel  of  barley  half  as  much.     A 
Dufhel  of  wheat  was  a  foldier's  fubfiftence  for  eight 
days.    At  the  time  of  which  we  are  now  fpeaking,  the 
extraordinary  expences  they  had  been  obliged  to  be 
at  in  fitting  out  fleets,  had  exhaufted  the  public  trea- 
fury,  and  made  money  very  fcarce ;  which  had  occa* 
fioned  the  price  of  provifions  to  be  fo  low. 

The  cruelty  of  the  Carthaginians  in  regard  to  Re-  p^iy^^  -^ 
gulus,  had  inflamed  the  Romans  with  a  (trong  defire  43--47* 
a£  revenge.  The  two  Confuls  fet  out  for  Sicily  with 
four  legions,  and  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  fhips,  to 
which  thev  added  forty,  which  they  found  ^t  Panor- 
'mus, '  without  including  a  great  number  of  fmall 
barks.  After  having  held  a  council  of  war,  and  ma- 
turely confidered  the  meafures  it  was  ncceflary  to  take, 
they  formed  the  bold  defign  of  attacking  I^ilybseum. 
It  was  the  fbrongeft  place  the  Carthaginians  had  in 
Sicily,  of  which  the  Ic^s  would  necefTarily  be  attended 
with  that  of  all  the  places  they  retained  in  the  ifland, 
and  leave  the  Romans  a  free  paflage  into  Africa.  - 
This  fiege,  which  was  of  great  length,  and  could  not 
be  terminated  but  with  the  war,  may  be  confidered  as 
the  mafter-piece  of  the  Roman  art  and  capacity. 

•  Or  lefs :  for  according  to  others,  the  Densirlas  was  only  ieven- 
pence  three-fattfaingtf 

The 
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A.R.50S.     The  figure  of  Sicily  is  that  of  a  triangle,  of  which 
^^^f'  each  point  is  a  promontory.      That  at  the  fouth, 
Poiyb/i.  which  projcdb  mto  the  fea,  k  called  ♦  Pachynus.  That 
♦5*  cdled  t  rclorus,  fituated  at  the  north,  bounds  the 

ftreight  on  the  weft,  and  is  about  twelve  furlongs,  (or 
Stadia"^  fomcthing  more  than  half  a  les^ue  from  Italy. 
The  third  and  1^  is  caHed  J  Lilybaeum.  It  is  oppo- 
fite  to  Africa,  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  thoufendf  fta- 
dia,  for  fifty  leagues)  and  lies  to  the  fouth-wcft.  Up- 
on this  laft  cape  ftands  the  city  of  the  feme  name.  It 
was  well  fortified  with  walh,  and  futToimAd  witii  a 
dfeep  ditch,  and  moraffes  formed  by  the  fea  waten 
The  entrance  into  the  port  is  by  thef^  marfhes,  and 
the  way  dangerous  to  thofe,  who  arc  not  perfeftly  well 
acquainted  with  it. 

It  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  ardor  on  both  fides-  in  atr 
tacking  and  defending  the  place,  Imilco  commanded 
in  it.  He  had  ten  thoufand  troops,  without  including 
the  inhabitants  ;  and  we  fhall  foon  lee,  that  he  was 
tonfiderabljr  reinforced.  The  Romans  having  ^fta- 
Hifhed  then-  quarters  before  the  city,  on  both  fides 
of  it,  and  having  fortified  the  fpace  between  the  two 
camps  with  a  folsc,  an  intrenchmept  and  a  wall,  they 
began  the  attack  by  the  tower  nearcft  the  fea  towards 
Africa.  Continually  adding  new  works  to  the  former, 
tod  advancing  on,  at  length  they  threw  down  fix  tow- 
ers on  the  fame  fide  as  that  wc  have  juft  mentioned, 
and  undertook  to  beat  down  others  with  their  batter- 
ing rams.  Imilco  fpared  no  pains  to  prevent  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  beficgers.  He  repaired  the  breaches, 
made  countermines,  and 'watched  every  occafion  for 
fctting  the  machines  on  fire  •,  and  in  order  to  effc6t 
that,  engaged  night  and  day^  and  fometimes  with 
greater  loft  on  both  fides,  than  is  ufual  in  field 
&ittles. 

Whilft  he  was  making  fo  generous  a  defence,  the 
foreign  foldiers,  Gauls  and  others,  formed  a  confpiracy 

•  Now  the  cape  of  PaiTaro. 
t  The  fere  of  Mcffina, 
•  I  Capo  fioeo. 
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artongft  thcmfelves  to  give  up  the  place  to  the  Ro-  A.  R.  5«». 
mans.      Happily  for  the  befieged,  the  treafon   was  ^f'J^* 
difcorered,  and  rendered  abortive  immediately. 

The  Carthaginians  were  not  aflcep  in  refpeft  to  the 
danger  to  which  Lilybaeum  was  expofed.  They 
fitted  out  fifty  fhips,  attd  gave  the  command  of  them 
to  Hannibal,  the  fon  of  Amilcar,  with  orders  to  fail 
dircdtly,  and  like  a  man  of  courage  to  feize  the  firft 
favourable  occafion  for  throwing  himfelf  into  the 
place.  Hannibal  put  to  (ea  with  ten  thoufand  foldi^. 
ers  well  armed,  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  iflands  • 
^gufae,  between  Lilybasum  and  Carthage,  and  with 
the  firft  brifk  gale  that  blew,  made  all  the  fail  he  could, 
advanced  with  intrepid  courage  through  the  enemy*^ 
fleet,  boldly  entered  the  port,  and  landed  his  foldicrs  j 
the  Romans,  who  were  furpri^ed  and  afraid  of  being 
driven  into  the  port  by  the  violence  of  the  wind,  not 
darinff  to  difpute  the  paffage  with  him. 

Imilco,  with  a  view  to  his  defign  of  burning  the 
machines  of  the  befie^rs,  and  defiring  to  make  ufe  of 
the  good  difpofition,  in  which  the  troops  of  the  place, 
and  thofc  lately  landed,  feemed  to  be  •;  the  former  be- 
caufc  they  faw  themfelves  relieved,  and  the  latter,  be- 
caufc  they  had  fuflfcred  nothing  hitherto,  called  an  af- 
fembly  of  them  both,  and  by  a  fpeech,  wherein  he 
promifed  thofc  who  fignalized  themfelves,  and  all  in 
general,  prefents  and  rewards  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  the  Carthaginians,  enflamed  their  zeal  and  courage 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  all  cried  out,  he  had  only  . 
to  difpofe  of  them  immediately  as  he  thought  proper. 
The  General,  after  having  exprefled  his  fatisfaftion  in 
their  good  will,  difmiflcd  the  aflembly,  and  bad  them 
take  fome  repofe  at  prefent,  and  for  the  reft  to  expeft 
orden  from  their  officers. 

•  Soon  after  he  affembled  the  principal  perfons 
amongft  them  j  affigned  them  their  feveral  pofts  j  told 
them  the  fignal,  and  time  for  the  attack ;  and  ordered 
their  leaders  to  be  ready  at  the  hour  fixed.     This  wa$^ 

•  Favogaane,  upon  the  weftern  coafl  of  Sicily. 
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A.  R.5o*»  executed,  and  the  works  atucked  in  fevcral  places 
^^^'  •  early  in  the  morning.  The  Romans,  who  had  fore- 
feen  this  fally,  and  kept  upon  their  guard,  flew  on  all 
fides  where  aid  was  neceflary,  and  made  a  vigorous  de- 
fence. The  battle  foon  became  general,  and  bloody. 
For  twenty  thoufand  men  fallied  from  the  city,  and  the 
befiegers  were  ftill  more  numerous.  The  aftion  was 
the  warmer,  as  the  foldiers  fought  pell-mell  without 
keeping  their  ranks,  and  followed  only  their  own  impc- 
tuofity.  This  attack,  in  which  the  troops  engaged 
hand  to  hand,  and  rank  to  rank,  formed  feveral  di- 
ftindt  engagements,  rather  than  a  fingle  adtion.  But 
the  cries,  and  hotteft  fervice,  were  about  the  machines  : 
for  the  intent  of  the  falley  was  againft  them.  They 
fought  with  fuch  emulation  and  ardor,  on  one  fide 
only  to  deftroy,  and  on  the  other  only  to  defend, 
them.  On  both  fides  they  fell  in  their  pofts  rather 
than  abandon  them  to  the  enemy.  The  befieged  with 
torches,  tow,  and  fire  in  their  hands,  poured  on  all 
fides' upon  the  machines  with  fiich  fury,  that  the  Ro- 
mans were  feveral  times  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
and  upon  the  point  of  giving  way.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  a  great  flaughter  was  made  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians, without  their  being  able  to  effect  their  defign, 
their  General,  who  perceived  it,  caufed  a  retreat  to 
be  founded ;  and  the  Romans,  who  were  very  near 
lofing  all  their  preparations,  at  laft  remained  in  pof- 
fcffion  of  their  works,  and  preferved  them  without 
the  lofs  of  any. 

When  the  aftion  was  over,  Hannibal  put  to  fca  in 
the  night  j  undoubtedly  believing,  that  the  Romans, 
fatigued  with  fo  rude  a  conflift,  would  be  lefs  flrift  in 
Djod.in  keeping  guard.  He  carried  away  with  him  the  horfc 
il^,^'  ^  of  Lilybasum,  which  could  only  be  an  incumbrance 
in  a  befieged  place,  and  might  be  of  fervice  elfewhcre. 
He  got  off  undifcovered,  and  took  the  route  of  Dre- 
panum,  where  Adherbal,  the  Carthaginian  General, 
was.  Drepanum  was  a  place  advantageoufly  fituated, 
with  a  fine  port  an  hundted  and  twenty  ftadia  (fix 
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kagues)  from  Lilyb^eum,  and  the  Carthaginians  had  ^^'  5^*^ 
always  had  the  keeping  of  it  much  at  heart.  "|*,^* 

The  Romans,  animated  by  the  advantage,  they  had  Polyb,  i. 
uft  gained,  renewed  their  attacks  of  the  place  with  *'• 
bill  greater  ardor  than  before  ;  the  bcfieged  not  dar- 
ing to  make  a  fecond  attempt  to  burn  the  machines  j 
fo  much  were  they  difcouraged  by  the  lofs  fuftained  in 
the.  firft.  But  a  very  high  wind  rifmg  on  a  fudden, 
fomc  of  the  mercenary  foldiers  took  notice  of  it  to  the 
General ;  adding,  that  the  occafion  was  entirely  fa- 
vourable for  fetting  the  machines  of  the  befiegers  on 
fire,  and  the  more  as  the  wind  fat  dircftly  againft  * 
them  ;  and  they  offered  themfclves  for  that  fervice. 
Their  offer  was  accepted.  They  were  fupjplied  with 
every  thing  neceflary  for  that  enterprize.  All  the 
machines  took  fire  in  a  moment,  without  its  being 
poflible  for  the  Romans  to  prevent  it ;  becaufe  in  this 
conflagtation,  which  became  almoft  univerfal  in  a 
very  Abort  time,  the  wind  drove  the  fmoke  and  fparks 
m  their  eyes,  and  prevented  them  from  difcerning  where 
to  apply  their  aid,  whereas  the  others  faw  clearly 
where  to  dircfft-  their  difcharges,  and  throw  their  fire. 
This  accident  made  the  Romans  defpair  of  carrying 
the  plactf  by  open  force.  Befides  which,  provifions  i>iod.  lb. 
were  fo  fcarce,  that  they  were  reduced  to  fublift 
whcdly  upon  horfe-flefli ;  and  the  difeafes,  which  fuc- 
cceded,  killed  almoft  ten  thoufand  men  in  a  Ihort 
time.  They  were  therefore  abfolutcly  refolvcd  to 
abandon  the  fiege.  But  Hiero,  King  of  Syracufe, 
having  fent  them  corn  in  abundance,  revived  their 
courage,  and  exhorted  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  not 
to  renounce  their  enterprize.  They  therefore  content- 
ed themfelves  with  changing  the  fiege  into  a  blockade, 
and  furrounding  the  city  with  a  line  of  contravallati- 
on  •,  they  pofted  their  army  all  around  it,  refolved  to 
expeft  that  frpm  time^  which  they  were  not  in  a  con-j 
dition  to  effeft,  by  a  fhortcr  hiethod.     ^^ 
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249. 


L.  Junius  Pullus- 


.  \Vhen  Rome  was  informed  of  w&at  pafled  at  the 
fiege  of  Ulybaeum,  and  that  part  of  the  troops  had 
perilhed  there,  that  bad  news,  far  from  dejefting  the 
citizens,  feemed  to  renew  their  ardor.     Every  one 
was  in  hafte  to  give  in  his  name  for  the  fervicc.     Ten 
thoufand  men  were  prefently  ralfed,  who  pafled  the 
^  ftreight,  and  marched  by  land  to  join  the  bdiegers. 
^°dV         ^^^  province  of  Sicily  had  fallen  by  lot  to  the 
apu     a-  (-Qj^f^j  Clodius,  and  he  was  gone  thither.     He  was  a 
Liv.p.270.  man  of  a  cruel,  proud,  violent  difoofition ;  full  of 
his  Nobility,  ftill  more  conceited  of  his  own  merit, 
and  dcfpifmg  all  others  ;  incapable  of  taking  counfel, 
arid  however,  always  forming  hardy  enterprizes  that 
had  great  occafion  for  it.     As  foon  as  he  arrived  in 
Sicily,  he  began  by  condemning  the  conduct  of  the 
Confuls  his  predeceflbrs  before  the  troops,  accufing 
them  of  negligence  and  cowardice,  and  reproaching 
them  with  having  pafled  their  time  in  feafting  and 
pleafure,   inftead  of  carrying  on  the  fiege  with  vi- 
gour. 
Poiyb.  i.       'Pq  deprive  the  befieged  of  the  meang  of  receiving 
either  advices  or  aids,  he  undertook  to  fhut  up  the 
entrance  of  the  port  by  filling  it  up :  a  great  and 
bold  defign,  but  rafh,  and  found  to  be  abfolutely  im- 
prafticable !  And  what  rendered  Clodius  more  blame- 
worthy, was,    that  his  predeceflbrs  had  already  at* 
tempted  to  fill  up  the  entrance  of  the  port  incfFe<5hi- 
ally.     The  fea  was  too  deep  in  that  place,  and  no- 
thing thrown  into  it  remained  where  it  was  neceflary. 
The  waves,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  carried 
away,  and  difperfed  the  materials,  before  they  came 
'  to  the  bottom. 
Poiyh.i.        ^3  j^g  ^^  determined,  at  any  price  whatfoever,  to 
^"*'"*     fignalize  himfelf,  he  conceived  thoughts  of  another 
cnterprize,  which  was  to  attack  Adherbal  at  Drepa- 
'  num.     He  afliired  himfelf  of  viftjry,  and  was  firmly 
.    '  •  .     '  per- 
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perfuaded,  that  he  ihould  furprize  the  enemy,  becaufe^  A.«.  503W 

after  the  I06  whkh  the  Romans  had  lately  fuftained  ^JL,^* 

at>  Lilyb^utn,  the  Cartfaaginiaas,  who  did  riot  know 

rficy  had  received  a  confiderabie  reinforcement,  oould 

liot  ima^ne  that  they  Khould  think  of  putting  to  fea. 

With  this  hope,    he  made  choice  of  two  hundred 

Slips,  on  board  of  which  he  put  his  beft  feamen,  and 

the  fliowcr  of  the  legions.     The  troops  embarked  with 

joy,  becaufe  the  paflage  was  not  long,  and  bcGdes^ 

according  to  what  the  Conful  had  told  them,  they 

could  not  foil  of  great  fpoils.     The  better  to   cover 

his   defign,  he  made  the  fleet  fet  out  in  the  night, 

without  being  perceived  by  the   befieged.     At  day-* 

break  the  advanced  guard  being  in  fight  of  Drepa- 

num,  Adherbal,  who  expeded  nothing  lefs,  vfos  liir* 

prized,  but  not  difconcertcd.  He  immediately  drew  up 

his  fhips  upon  the  coaft,  gave  orders  for  them  to  put 

to  fca,  and  to  follow  the  Ihip   he  was  on  board  of^ 

k-eeping  an  eye  always  upon  it.     He  would  not  fight 

HI  the  port;  where,  not  having  room  to  extend  ni$ 

lines,    to   veer  and  tack,  and   to  run  betw'^eri    the 

fliips  of  the  enemy,  he  would*  have  loft  all  the  advanr 

tftges  of  the  llghtnefs  of  his  own  veffels ;  and  could 

not  avoid  being  boarded  by  the  Romans,  which  he 

feared  moft  of  ail.  . 

•    He  accordingly  fet  forwards  firft,  gained  the.  open 

fea,  and  made  his  fleet  file  off  under  the  rocks  on  the 

fide  of  the  port  oppofite  to  that  through  whidi  the 

cn«ny  was  to  enter.     The  Conful,  who  had  began  to 

make  his  right  wing  enter  the  port,  furprized  at  the 

movement  of  the .  Carthaginians,  fent  orders  to.  the 

Adps  of  his  right,  which  were  already  in  the  port, 

to  tack  about,  and  to  join  the  grofs  of  the  fleet. 

This  motion  occafioned  infinite  confufion.     For  the 

ihips,  which  were  in  the  port,  running  foul  of  thofe 

that  were  entering  it,  put  them  into  exceeding  difor- 

der,  and  even  broke  their  oars.     The  trouble  and  cic.  de 

confufion  with  which  this  bad  manner  of  workfng  the  ?at,Deor. 

<hips  was  attended,  had  began  to  alarm  and  difcour-  fIot.  «• ». 

age  the  army  5  when  an  aftion  of  thcConful's  entire  ly 

P  3  dif. 
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A.R.  50S'  difcouraged  the  troops,  and  made  them  lofc  all  hope 
^^^  and  refoiution.  The  Romans,  at  leaft  the  common, 
people,  had  great  faith  in  the  auipices  and  augury. 
At  the  moment  the.  battle  was  going  to  begin,  mme* 
body  came  to  tell  Clodius,  that  the  chickens  would 
neither  come  out  of  their  coop,  nor  cat.  He  ordered 
them  to  be  thrown  into  the  fca ;  adding  with  a  tone 
of  raillery,  •  "  If  they  won't  eat,  let  them  drink-** 
This  jcft,  fays  Cicero  f ,  coft  him  many  tears,  and 
the  Roman  People  a  great  difafter.  All  thefe  obfer- 
vances  of  aufpices  and  auguries  were,  at  bottom,  mere 
grimace :  but  they  conftituted  part  of  the  religion  of 
thofe  unhappy  times ;  and  to  leem  to  defpife  thcm« 
was  making  one's  felf  to  be  confidered  as  an  impious 
wretch,  and  an  enemy  to  the  Gods.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  faft  as  any  Ihip/difengaged  itfelf,  the  officers 
immediately  made  it  draw  up  along  the  coaft,  with 
its  head  facing  the  enemy.  At  tht  fame  time  Ad-r 
herbal,  advancing  into  the  main  fca,  drew  up  his  gal- 
leys  in  one  line,  oppofite  to  thpfe  of  the  Romans^ 
which,  pofted  near  the  lliore,  waited  for  the  fhipa 
that  were  coming  out  of  the  port :  an  order  of  battle 
that  was  very  pernicious  to  them.  '  The  two  jieeis 
approaching  near  each  other,  and  the.fignal  being 
given  on  both  fides,  the  charge .  began.  All  was 
equal  enough  at  firft,  becaufe  the  troops  that  engaged 
were  the  flower  of  both  the  land  armies :  but  th^ 
Carthaginians  by  degrees  had  the  bcttfn  And  in-r 
deed  they  had  many  advantages  over  the  Romans  dur-» 
ing  the  whole  battle.  Their  Ihips  were  built  fo  as  to 
move  every  way  with  great  agility  -,  their  rowers  were 
,very  expert ;  and  they  had  taken  the  wife  precaution 
tQ  draw  up  in  the  open  fea.  If  any  of  their  fliips 
were  prefled  by  the  enemy,  they  retired  without  run-» 
ning  any  rifque ;  and  light  as  they  were,  it  was  eafy 
for  to  ftand  off.    If  the  enemy  advanced  to  purfue 

•  Abjici  COS  in  mare  juflit,  dicens :  "  Quia  cffc  nolant,  bibant." 
Val.  Max.  i.  4.. 

t  Oil*  '*if"»>  cJa^<^  dtv\&3L,  multus  tpfi  lacr^mas,  m^gtlax^  pomilo 
RoiQano  cladem  attulit.    Dc  Nat  I>cor,  ii.  7. 
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them,  they  turned,  kept  in  motion  round  him,  took  A..R.  503* 
him  in  flank,  and  beat  againll  him  perpetually ;  where-  ^^'5* 
as  the  Roman  ihips  could  not  tack  without  difficulty, 
on  account  of  their  heavinefs,  and  the  little  experience 
df  their  rowers ;  which  occafioned  a  great  number  of 
them  to  be  funk.     As  they  fought  near  the  land,  and 
had  left  themfelves  no  room  to  move  in  behind  them, 
they -could  neither  extricate  themfelves  out  of  danger 
when  prefled,  nor  carry  aid  where  it  was  neceflary. 
Thus  a  great  part  of  their  (hips  remained  immoveable 
upon  the  banks  of  fand,  and  the  reft  were  dafhed  to 
pieces  againft  the  land.     Only  thirty  cfcaped,  which 
being  near  the  Conful,  fled  with  him;  difengaging 
themfelves  as  well  as  they  could  along  the  fliore.     As  Frontm. 
it  was  neceflary,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  army  before  ,^  '"' 
Lilybaeum,   to  pafs  through  the  Carthaginians,   he 
adorned  his  galleys  with  all  the  marks  of  viftory,  and 
by  that  fl:ratagem  amufed  the  enemy,  who  confidering 
him  as  viftorious,  believed  that  his  whole  fleet  fol- 
lowed him.     All  the  reft,  to  the  number  of  ninety- 
three,    with  their   crews,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Carthaginians.     The  Romans  loft  eight  thoufand  men  Orof.iv.s. 
in  this  aAion,  who  were  either  killed  or  drowned ; 
and  twenty  thoufand   foldiers,  mariners,  and  rowers, 
were  taken  and  carried  to  Carthage. 

So  confiderable  a  vidory  did  Adherbal*s  prudence 
and  valour  as  much  honour  amongft  the  Carthagini- 
ans, as  It  covered  the  Roman  Conful  with  fbame  and 
ignominy. 

This  was  not  the  laft  difgrace  the  Romans  expe- Poiyb.  i. 
rienCed  this  year.     They  had  appointed  L.  Junius  53— 5^- 
one  of  the  Confuls  to  carry  provifions,  and  other  mu- 
nitions of  war,  to  the  army  before  Lilybseum,  and 
firty  fliips  were  given  him  for  a  convoy.     Junius 
having  arrived  at  Meflana,  and  augmented  his  fleet 
there  with  all  the  ftiips  that  came  to  him  frorn  Lily- 
bseum  and  the  reft  of  Sicily,  fct  out  with  the  utmoft 
diligence  for  Syracufe,  where  he  arrived  without  in-  ^ 
curring  any  danger.     His  fleet  confifted  of  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  long  fliips,  and  about  eight  hundred 
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J^B.^i.tfapfports.  He  g?ive  half  of  ihc  letter,  wifh  fi>Qie<^ 
^^^^  •  the  others,  to  th^  Quasiftorfi,  with  orders  to  carry  pro- 
vifions  to  the  camp  diredly.  Aa  for  himfe}f  he  ftayw 
ed  at  Syracufe  for  the  (hipsa  which  could  not  follow 
him  from  Meflana,  and  tO:r€j:eiye  the  corn  with  which- 
the  allies  of  the  inland  cou£)try  were  to  fapply  him. 

About  this  time  Afdrubal,  aft(^r  having  fent  all  the 
Hien  and  ftiips  be  had  taken  in  the  laft  viSory  to  Car- 
thage, formed  a  fquadron  of  an  hundred  fail,  thirty 
of  his  own,  and  fevepty  which  Carthalon,  who  had 
the  joint  command  with  .hi.m>  had  brought,  put  that 
officer  at  their  head,  and  oi^dered  him  to  fail  for  Lily-^ 
baeum,  to  fall  unexpededly  on  the  enemy's  Ihips  ai; 
'  anchor  thcre^  to  take  as  p^aqy  as  he  <:Quldj  and  bum 
the  reft.  Carthalon  toak  this  commifiion  upon  him 
with  pleafure.  He  fet  put  at  day-break,  burnt  part 
<)f  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  djfp^rfed  the  reft.  The  ter- 
ror fpread  into  the  Roman;  camp.  They  ran  with 
great  cries  to  their  fhips.  But,  whilft:  they  were  car- 
rying them  aid,  Imilco,  who  had  perceived  early 
what  paffed,  fallied  from  the  city,  and  fell  on  them  on 
another  quarter  with  his  foreign  troops.  It  is  eafy  to 
conceive  the  confternation  of  the  Roqaans^  when  tliey 
faw  themfelves  attacked  on  both  fides  at  the  fanoc 
time. 

Carthalon  having  taken  fome  ihipSil.and  burnt 
others,  removed  a  little  from  Ulyba^mt,  wd  polled 
himfclf  in  the  way  from  *  Heraclea,  in  order  to  ob^ 
ferve  the  new  fleet  of  the  Romans,  and  prevent  it  from 
arriving  a,t  tht  camp.  Informed  iifterward^  l^y  tboie 
he  had  fetit  opt  as  fcouts,  that  a  confidemblc  great 
fleet  approached,  confifting  of  all  kindfi  of  fliips,  (it 
was  that  which  the  Conful  had  fent  b^ore'him  under 
the  Quaeftors)  he  advance^  tb  meet  the  Romans,  aod 
offer  them  battle  -,  believing  after  his  firft  c^ploit^ 
that  he  ha^  only  to  (hew  himfelf  in  ordqf  to  conqucn 
The  fquadron,  which  came  from  Syracufe,  were  ap- 
prized, that  the  enemy  was  not  far  off  .  The  QuasC- 
tors,  not  believing  themfelves  in  a  coBdttbn  to  bar 
*  A  city  0n  the  fomhem  €0«ft  of  SiCilf  • 
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nrd  ^  \Htxkf  Aood  in  to  a  fmall  aUie4  city  c&lkd  >^- 503^ 
PhuHias  f ,  where  there  was  not  a  port  indeed,  but     ^^ 
wh^re  the  rock$  rifing  above  the  l^nd,  formed  a  kind  i>iod.  in 
of  roadconunodiousicnough*   They  landed  there,  andp^^^l^*^ 
having  planted  as  manv  catapuUas  and  balillas,  as 
the  city  would  fupply  them  with,  they  expedled  thfi 
Carthaginians.    The  latter  no  foooer  arrived  but. they 
fefolved  to  attack.    They  imagined,  tliat  in  the  terror 
the  Romans  were,  they  would  not  fail  to  retire  into 
this  little  inconHderable  place,  and  abandon  their  fhipa 
to  them.     But  the  affair  not  ukin^  the  turn  they,  had 
ezpe&ed,  and  the  Roorians  defendmg  themfelves  with 
vigour,  they  retired  from  that  place,  where  they  were 
very  much  expofed  •,  and  carrying  off  with  them  fomc  Diod.  ib. 
tranfports  which  they  had  taken,  they  liiled  to  the 
river  Halycus,  where  they  continued  to  obferve  what 
route  the  Romans  would  take. 

Junius  having  made  an  end  of  all  he  had  to  do  at 
Syracufe,  doubled  the  cape  of  Pachynqs,  and  made 
fail  for  Lily baeum,  without  knowing  any  thing  of 
what  had  happened .  (o  thofe  he  had  fent  before  him^ 
This  hews  coming  to  Carthalon,  he  made  all  fail  with 
defign  to  give  the  Conful  battle,  whilil  feparated  from 
the  other  (hips.  Junius  faw  the  numerous  fleet  of. 
the  Carthaginians  a^  a  great  diftance.  But  being  tot) 
weak  to  fuftain  a  battle,  and  too  near  the  enemy  to 
fly,  h^  <?hofe  to  come  to  an  anchor  near  Camarinst 
on  a  coaft  amongft  abfolutely  maccelUble  cHSb; 
chuiifig  rather  to  expofe  htmielf  to  the  danger  of  pe** 
rilhing  on  the  rocks,  than  to  fall  with  his  fleet  into 
the  lunds  of  the  enemy..    Carthalpn  was  far  from 

B'v'v^  the  Romans  battle  in  fuch  difficult  places 
[e  fei^  a  promontory,  came  to  an  anchor,  and  hav- 
ing pdaoed  himfelf  between  the  two  fleets,  watched 
what  pafTed  in  them  both. 

A  dreadful  ftorm  beginning  to  threaten,  the  Car^- 
thaginim  pilots,  very  expert  in  fuch  cafes,  forefaw 
what  was  going  to  happen*  They  gave  Carthalon 
DOtiee  of  it,  and  advifed  him  to  double  th^  cape  of 
Pachynus  as  foon  as  poiTiUe,  and  ihejlter  himfelf  from 

'\  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Himerai  mount  Ecnomus,  and  Gela. 
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A.  R.  503- the  ftorm.  That  General  pnidcntly  gave  in  to  this 
^^^f'  advice.  It  requifed  abundance  of  labour  and  pains 
to  pafs  the  cape  :  but  at  length  they  effedted  it,  and 
placed  the  fleet  out  of  danger.  Thie  ftorm  broke  out 
ibon  after.  The  two  Roman  fleets  being  in  places 
expofed  and  uncovered,  were  fo  roughly  treated,  that 
'not  a  fingle  plank  of  them  fit  for  ufe  efcaped,  except 
IHod.  ihi  xyifo  ihips,  which  the  Conful  employed  in  taking  in 
fuch  as  had  the  ^ood  fortune  to  furvive  the  wreck, 
cither  by  ti^irowmg  themfelves  on  (hore,  or  being 
driven  thither  by  the  ftorm  :  and  the  number  of  thete 
was  very  confiderable.  This  accident,  which  highly 
fovoured  the  Carthaginians,  and  flrengthened  their 
hdpes,  entirely  dejefted  the  Romans,  already  much 
weakened  by  their  former  lofles.  They  renounced 
the  fea,  deterAiined  never  to  fit  out  any  more  naval 
armaments,  and  to  keep  only  fome  tranfports  for  the 
convoys,  which  they  fcnt  from  time  to  time  to  Sicily, 
giving  up  in  that  manner  a  fuperiority  to  the  Cartha- 
ginian?, which  they  could  no  longer  difpute,  and  even 
not  well  aflured  of  having  the  advantage  entirdy  over 
them  by  land. 

^  •  Thefe  fad  news  gave  both  Rome  and  the  army  be- 
fore Lilybaeum  the  moft  fenfible  afflidHon,  but  did 
not  make  them  raife  the  fiege:  they  even  took  juft 
meafures  tofeiid  provifions  thither.  Rome  thought 
only  of  placing  authority  in  better  hands  than  thofe  in 
which  it  then  was  :  for  (he  was  equally  diflatisfied  with 
both  Confuls,  whofe  bad  fuccefs  was  attributed  to  the 
contempt,  which  both  had  expreflcd  for  religion. 
Clodius  had  already  been  recalled  to  R6tnie  to  give 
an  account  of  his  condud^  Accordingly  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  a  diftator  Ihould  be  declared  to  command 
the  armies  in  Sicily.  Hitherto  none  who  had  been 
inverted  with  that  important  charge,  had  exercifed 
it  out  of  Italy. 
Suet  in  Clodius  had  orders  to  nominate  this  DiftatOr.  One 
Tib,  p.  1.  cannot  tell  what  name  to  give  his  extravagance  of 
condud  upon  this  occafion,  of ,  which  there  is  no  ex* 
ample.  As  if  he  had  made  it  his  bufmefs,  by  degrad- 
ing 
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mg  and  rendering  the  principal  office  of  the  State  ^^-  ^ 
contemptible,  to  infult  the  majefty  of  the  Senate  and     ^^,7* 
People,  and  to  exafperate  them  more  and  more  againft 
himielf,  he  pitched  upon  one  Glicias  of  the  dregs  of 
the  people,  who  had  fervcd  him  as  a  fcrjeant  or  re- 
sifter,  Di&aton     The  indignation  of  the  public  then 
broke  out  agamft  that  unworthy  Conful :    he  was 
obliged  to  abdicate,  and  immediately  cited  before  the 
People.     It  is  faid,  that  a  fudden  ftorm  difTolved  die  Ji['J^ 
aflembly,  and  faved  him.     Atilius  Calatinus  was  no-   .     ' 
minated  Piftator  in  the  room  of  Glicias.    He  appoint-  xvhL 
cd  Cecilius  Metellys  mafter  of  the  horfe.     They  bodi 
fct  out  for  Sicily  5   but  afted  nothing  memorable 
there. 

Junius,  who  had  remained  in  Sicily,  endeavouring  p»iyb.L 
to  cover  his  faults  and  misfortune  by  fome  confider-  st- 
able exploit,  found  means  to  hold  fecrct  intelligence 
in  Eryx,  and  had  the  qity  delivered  up  to  him.    Upon 
the  top  of  the  mountain  called  by  jthe  fame  name, 
was  the  temple  of  Venus  Erycina,  undoubtedly  the 
fineft  and  richcft  of  all  the  temples  of  Sicily.     The 
city  was  fituated  a  little  below  this  fummit,  and  the 
only  way  up  to  it  was   a  long  and  veiy  fteep  one. 
Junius  pofted  part  of  his  troops  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  reft  at  the  bottom,  near  a  little  Dlod.  m 
town  called  Egithalla,  which  he  fortified,  and  where  Bclog. 
he  left  eight  hundred  men  in  garrifon.     After  having  ^'  ^*'* 
taken  thefe  precautions,  he  conceived  he  had  nothing 
to  fear.     But  Carthalon  having  landed  his  troops  there 
in  the  night,  took  the  little  town.     Part  of  the  gar- 
rifon was  killed,  and  the  reft  took  refuge  in  the  city 
of  Eryx. 

'  Hiftory  tells  us  nothing  certain  from  this  time  con- 
cerning Junius,     Some  authors  believe,  he  was  taken 
by  Carthalon  in  the  expedition  we  have  juft  related :  zomr. 
others,  th^t  forefeeing  what  would  happen  if  he  re-  Val.Max. 
turned  to  Rome,  he  prevented  his  condemnation  by 
a  voluntary  death. 

Writers  dijffer  alfo  concerning  the  celebration  of  die  cenforiiu 
fepular  games.     Sowe  plaqc  it  in  the  year  of  which  de  die 

we^*'!^^ 
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y^  are  fpeaking,  others  fourteen  years,  jftnr^  hr  tfae. 
Coofulfhip  of  P.  ComeUus  i^encuius,  and  C.  T,.irTnhw 
Varus.   • 

A.R.504.  C.  AURELIUSCOTTA  II.    i 

*^t.  Cf  p^  S  E  RVILI  TO  GzMimi  US  *  IL 

248. 

No  great  events  happened  in  the  following  years^ 
till  the  decifive  bactle^  which  tcrniinaced  the  wan  A- 
milcar,.-  furnamed  Barcas,  father  of  the  great  Haniu-. 
bal,  fucceeded  Carthalon  in  Sia]y»  (^om  whence  he 
fet  out  with  his  fleet  for  Italy,  and  ravaged  the  coun- 
tries oi  the  Locri  and  Brutii. 

Rome,  under  endlefs  obligation  to  Hiero,  in  order 
to  exprefs  her  gratitude,  remitted  the  annual  tribute 
he  had  engaged  to  pay  her,  and  entered  into  a  ftrider 
amity  with  him  than  even 

A.R.505,         L.  CiCciLius  Metellus  II. 
Ant.  c  Num.  Fabius  Buteo. 

»47. 

The  Senate  had  refolved  to  aft  no  longer  by  fea  : 
toL*3^97.  but  private  perfons  induced  them  to  fupply  them  with 
fhips  to  cruize  againft  the  enemy,  upon  condition  of 
reftoring  them  at  their  return,  and  of  keeping  the 
prizes  they  ftiould  take  for  their  own  ufe.  A  confi- 
.  .  derable  number  of  galleys  were  lent  them,  which  they 
fitted  out  at  their  own  expence.  They  ravaged  the 
Coafts  of  Africa,  and  having  entered  the  port  of  the 
city  of  *  Hippo,  they  fet  the  fRips  they  found  in  it  on 
fire,  burnt  many  houfes  of  the  place,  and  carried  off 
a  confiderable  booty.  Whilft  they  were  employed  in 
pjundering,  the  inhabitants  ftiut  up  the  mouth  of  the 
port  with  chains.  The  Romans  were  in  great  per- 
plexity i  but  their  induftry  extricated  them.  When 
,  .  a  galley  came  near  the  chains,  all  the  men  on  board 
went  to  the  poop,  that  immediately  raifed  its  head 
above  the  chain,  at  which  inftant  they  returned  to  the 

•  It  is  believ^  to  be  Hipr>o  Dnrrhyfus,  fittiatcd  near  Utica,  twenty- 
five  or  thiny  Icagijes  from  Ciutfes^go. 
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head,  and  the  poop  rifing  in  its  turn,  the  veffel  cleared  A.  R*  s^s* 
hcrfelf,  and  went  over.     By  this  means  all  the  ihips  ^^,f  * 
efcaped  the  danger,  and  arrived  at  Panormus,  wKcrc 
they  were  attacked  by  the  Carthaginian  fleet,  which 
they  put  to  flight. 

The  Confuls  were  at  that  time  employed,  the  one  Poiyb.  L 
at  the  fiege  .of  Lilybagum,  and  the  other  at  that  of  s*- 
Drepanum.  Amilcar  harrafled  them  perpetually  from 
the  poft  which  he  had  occupied,  in  which  way  things 
continued  feveral  years.  No  pains  were  fpared  on 
either  fide.  New  ftratagems,  feints,  furprizes,  ap- 
proaches, and  attacks,  pafled  every  day :  how- 
ever^ though  nothing  was  omitted,  nothing  decifive 
pafled. 

What  ought  to  make  this  year  mofl:  remarkable,  is  Polyb,  xv. 
the  birth  of  the  great  Hannibal.     What  he  fays  him-  7?9- 
fclf,  after  the  battle  which  he  lofl  in  Africa  againfl:  37]^'  ^^"* 
Scipio^  in  the  550th  year  of  Rome,  at  which  time  he 
was  five  and  forty  years  old,  authorizes  the  dating  of 
his  birth  in  the  prefent  year,  which  is  the  505  th  of 
Home. 

A  confiderable  great  number  of  prifoners  had  been  ib.  xxii. 
taken  on  both  fides  many  years,  and  an  exchange  was  *3* . 
agreed  on.   The  cartel  was  fetded  at  the  rate  of  about 
fix  pounds  an  head.    Mofl:  prifoners  had  been  taken 
from  the  Carthaginians,  who  paid  the  balance  in  mo- 
Bey  according  to  the  rate  fl:Ipula€ed. 

Two  new  colonies  were  fettled  5  the  one  at  ^fulum  VeH  Pat. 
in  Hctruria,  and  the  other  at  Alfium  in  Umbria.         *•  "*' 

The  Cenfus,  taken  by  Atilius  Caiatinus  and  Man-  p^^  ^^ 
Kiw.  Tofquatiis>.  oonchided  at  this  time  with  the  ufual  Liv.'  Epiu 
ceremony  of  the  Lufl:rum :  this  was  the  thirty-eighth.  ^*- 
The  number  of  the  citizens  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty-two  thoufand  two  hundred-  and  twenty-two ; 
which  was  almofl:  fifty  thoufand  lefs  than  at  the  lait 
Cenfus :   a  confiderable  decreafe  occafioned   by  the 
Wars,  and  frequent  fliipwrecks. 
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A.!R.5o6.  M.  OtACILIUS  CrASSUS   II. 

Ant.C.  Jf^^  FaBI US  LlCINIUS. 

Liv.  Epit.      This  year  a  Roman  lady  ws&  cited  before  the  Peo- 
»x.         pie  as  guilty  of  treafon ;  a  thing  of  which  there  was 
^^^^    no  example.     She  was  the  fitter  of  Clodius  Pulcher, 
Swt.  in    whofe  ill  conduft  had  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the  Ro- 
Xib.  c. ».  jj^^j^  Reet^     One  day  returning  from  the  games,  the 
throng  of"  the  people  in  the  ttreets  obliged  her  chariot 
to  drive  flow,  on  which  the  following  words   efcaped 
her  in  a  loud  voice :  "  Oh  that  my  brpther  could  but 
**  revive,  to  command  the  fleet  again  !"    The  multi- 
tude incommoding  her,  flie  defired  the  diniinution  of 
it.    Notwithfl:anding  all  the  endeavours  of  her  relations 
andthe  friends  of  her  family,  who  were  the  principal 
perfoos  of  Rome,  and  remonftrated,  that  the  laws  did 
not  punifli  indifcreet  words,  but  only  criminal  afbions, 
file  was  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine,  which  was  applied  in 
building  a  little  chapel  to  Liberty. 

A.R.507.         M.  Fabius  Buteo. 
^^^'  ^'  C.  Atiuus  Bulbus. 

VcU.  Pat.  A  colony  was  fent  to  Fregelte  a  city  of  Hetruria, 
only  three  leagues  from  Alfium,  where  one  had  been 
fettled  two  years  before. 

yior.ij.i.  A  battle  was  fought  near  the  ifland  of  ^gimurus, 
which  was  fatal  to  both  fides  ;  to  the  Carthaginians 
by  their  defeat,  and  to  the  Romans  by  the  fliipwreck, 
which  followed  foon  after. 

Frontin.^     Amilcar  found  means  to  make  troops. and  -prdvi- 

"'•  '^»     fions  enter  Lilybaeum. 

A^-  508*         A.  Manlius  Torquatus  II. 

^^\,  '  C.  SeMPRONIUS  BLiESUS. 

Poiyb.  i.        We  have  faid  before,  that  the  Romans  had  made 
59/  themfelvcs  matters  of  Eryx.     Having  potted  a  good 

Ecioff.      ^^^y  ^^  ^^roops  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  ano- 
xxiv.  p.    ther  at  the  bottom,  they  believed,  that  they  had  no- 
thing 
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thing  to  fear  for  a  city  fituate  between  both,  and  the  A.R.50J, 
rather,  becaufc  its  fituation  alone  feemed  to  fecure  it  ^l\^ 
entirely  from  dan^r.  But  they  had  to  do  with  ait 
enemy,  whofc  vigilance  and  aftivity  ought  to  have 
kept  them  always  upon  their  guard.  Amilcar  made 
his  troops  advance  in  the  night,  and  marching  at  thehr 
head  a  league  and  a  half  with  profound  filence  round 
the  mountain,  he  made  himfelf  matter  of  the  city, 
after  having  killed  part  of  the  garrifon,  and  cauferf  the 
reft  to  be  carried  prifoners  to  Drepanum,  One  can- 
not conceive  how  the  Carthaginians  could  fuftain  them- 
fclves  in  this  poft,  attacked  as  they  were  both  from 
above  and  below,  and  not  bemg  able  to  receive  con- 
voys, except  from  one  place  on  the  coaft  in  their  poflef- 
Son.  By  fuch  ftrokes,  as  much  and  perhaps  more 
than  by  the  gaining  of  a  battle,  the  ability  and  wife 
boldnefs  of  a  commander  may  be  known. 

The  war,  in  this  fmall  fpace  upon  the  mountain  of 
Eryx,  was  more  warm  and  vigorous  than  it  is  poffiblc 
fo  imagine^  Amilcar,  ported  between  two  bodies  of  * 
troops,  the  one  above  and  the  other  below,  was  be-* 
fieged  by  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  other  by  him.  The 
attacks  and  defence  were  fuftained  on  both  fides  with 
equal  ardour.  Neither  refted  night  or  day.  They 
had  learnt  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  furprized^ 
They  knew  that  a  fingle  moment  might  be  decifive. 
Sometimes  vi6torious,  and  fometimes  defeated,  yet 
they  did  not  lofe  courage.  Neither  the  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  fatigues,  nor  the  dangers  which  they  fuf- 
fered  for  two  years,  could  induce  either  fide  to  yield. 
This  double  fiege,  for  it  may  wcU  be  called  fo,  ter- 
minated only  with  the  war. 

Under  the  Confuls  of  this  year  a  colony  was  fent  to  vdi.  Rrt. 
Brundufium  in  the  territory  of  the  Sallentini,  twenty  *•  »v 
years  after  that  country  had  been  fubjeftcd  by  the 
Romans. 

L.  CjEcilius  Metellus  fucceeded  Ti.  Coruncanius  as 
Pontifex  Maximus,  whp  was  the  firft  Plebeian  that 
Ixad  this  dignity. 

C.  Fun- 
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A:lt.507.  C.  FVNDANIUS  FuRDULU9« 

^'jf-  C.  SulpiciosGallus. 

Five  years  were  pailed  without  any  conliderable 
event  on  either  Iide.  The  Romans  had  believed  that 
they  fhould  be  able  to  uke  Lilyb^um  with  their  land- 
forces  :  but  finding  it  ipun  out  to  a  great  length,  they 
p^tumed  to  their  firft  plan,  and  made  extraordinary 
efforts  for  arming  a  new  fleet.  The  public  treafury 
was  exhaufted  j  but  that  defeA  was  fupplied  by  par- 
ticulars }  ib  much  did  the  love  of  their  country  fway 
with  the  People.  Every  body  according  to  their  abi- 
lity contributed  to  the  common  expence,  and  on  the 
credit  of  the  public,  which  eng^d  to  repay  in  time 
the  fums  lent  for  this  armament,  no  hefication  was 
made  in  advancing  the  money  for  an  expedition,  on 
which  the  glory  and  fafety  of  the  Commonwealth  de- 
pended. One  fitted  out  a  fhip  at  liis  own  expence ; 
•  others  joined  two  or  three  together  to  do  the  fame* 
in  a  very  fhort  time  two  hunded  ^llcys  of  five  ranks 
of  oars  were  ready  to  put  to  fea.  They  were  built 
upon  the  model  of  one  taken  from  the  enemy  of  ex- 
traordinary fwiftnefs.  In  the  courfe  of  the  Pumc 
wars,  we  fhall  fee  more  than  one  example  of  this  ge- 
nerous love  of  the  Romans  for  their  country,  which 
conftituted  one  of  the  principal  parts  of  their  charac^ 
tcr.  But  the  Commonwealth  was  alfo  true  to  her  en- 
gagements. Thus  the  public  faith,  which  we  cannot 
repeat  too  often,  is  an  afTured  refource  to  a  State  on 
great  occafions.  To  commit  the  Icaft  breach  of  it,  is 
tranfgrefling  the  moft  effential  rule  of  good  policy, 
and  leaving  a  diffidence  jn  the  minds  of  a  people,  for 
which  there  is  often  no  remedy.  This  fuddea  refource, 
which  Rome feems  to  have  littlereafon to^exped  after 
her  recent  loffes  by  fea,  enabled  the  Commonwealth 
^o  compleat  the  conqueft  of  Sicily,  and  afterwards 
to  proceed  to  the  other  conquefts,  whidi  the  Divine 
JProvidence  had  allotted  her. 

C.  Lu- 
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C.  LuTATIU3  CaTUJUW.  A.R.  ^d, 

A.  PosTUMius  Albinus.  ^^f* 

Poftuxnit^  prepared  to  go  with  hh  collegue  forLjv.  Epit. 
Sicily,  where  thcjr  promifed  thcmfclvc?  fome  great  J^-.^. 
ievcnt  <his  year!    But  as  he  was  Flamen  Martiali&,iii!*^yi\ 
prieft  of  Mars,  (and  the  priefts  could  not  remove  from  7*1-  M«» 
Kopie)  Metellus  the  grand  Pontiff  would  hot  let  him*'  ** 
Ibt  out  for  his  province.    In  procei^  of  time  this  fkriA 
regularity  was  difpenfcd  with. 

The  Senate.  Shewed  a  Kke  delicacy  aUb  in  refpeft  ibia  i.  t; 
to  religion,  by  forbidding  Lutatius  to  cbnfult  the  di- 
vinations of  Praenefte^  which  were  given  by  lot,  Pr^e^ 
iu^inas  Series^  being  againft  a  Roman  Conlurs  having 
recoyrfe  to  foreign  ceremonies.  All  kinds  of  predic- 
tions amongft  the  antients  wprc  called  fortes.  There 
were  difierent  fpecies  of  them.  The  Sortes  of  Prai- 
heftc  were  very  antient  and  famous  throughout  Jtalyi 
They  Were  fin^U  pieces  of  wood,  infcribed  with  enig- 
matical pharaders,  coritained  in  a  coffer,  which  thd 
briefts  kept  with  great  care  iti  the  temple  of  {^ortunc; 
When  a  perfon  went  to  confult  tl^is  or^de^  the  priefls 
brought  out  (his  )x)i^  and  made  a  child  ftir  the  little 
pieces  of  Wood  ieyeral  times ;  after  which  ht  drew  ac 
a  venture.  The  priefts  pretended  to  find  the  anfwei^ 
to  the  den^ands  oi  the  querifts,  in  the  charafbers  in-* 
fcribed  upon  them.  Cicero  *  with  reafon  derides  th^ 
ftupid  crc4f4ity  of  people,  whofuffcred  themfclves  tp 
be  impoied  upon  by  a  srofs  cheat,  founded  only  on 
tone  fioe  in  the  ^varice  of  the  priefts,  and  on  the  other  • 
in  the  fuperftidon  of  thofe  who  came  tp  confult  the 
oradc. 

As  the  two  Confuls  could  ijot  fet  out  for  Sicily,  LW.  Epi^ 
and  one  did  not  fufficc  for  fupporting  the  weight  of  ^' 
16  imjportant  a  war,  twt)  Praetors  were  created  this 
.  Jrcor  tor  the  ifirft  time,  (for  hitherto  there  was  but  one, 
Whofe  ibW  fundjtion  yas  to  adminif£er  juftice)  and  Q^ 

*Tptereseft  inventa  fallaciis,  aut  ad  qusftuipy  aut  adfuperftitb- 
^  -  Mn>  attt 9d  trroccixi.    Jh  Diyituit.  ii.  85, 

Vol*  ilL  Q  Valeriqa 
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A.R.  510.  Valerius  Falto,  one  of  them,  had  orders  to  accompany 
Mj^c.  Lutatius,  and  to  (hare  with  him  in  the  cares  of  the  war 
'      as  his  Lieutenant.     As  foon  as  the  winter  was  over, 
they  fet  out  for.  Sicily  with  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
galleys,  and  feven  hundred  tranfports.     Two  Prsetore 
were  always  created  for  the  future,  though  there  was 
no  occafion  for  them  in  the  army.    They  both  rcr 
mained  at  Rome  to  adminifter  juftice,  the  one  between 
citizens  and  citizens,  who  was  called  Pr^gtor  urbanus ; 
an^  the  other  between  citizens  and  ftrangers,  called 
Prator  peregrinus. 
iMyb.  i.        Lutatius  landed  in  Sicily,  when  he  was  leaft  ex- 
*^^^*-     peded  there.     The  fleet  of  the  enemy  was  fetired  intd 
Africa,  becaufe  they  did  not  believe,  that  the  Ro- 
mans had  any  thoughts  of  putting  to  fea  agairt-    He 
made  himfelf  mafl:er  of  the  port  of  Drepanum,  and  of 
all  the  advantageous  pofl:s  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lilybajum,  which  the  retreat  of  the  Carthaginians 
©rof.  iv.    left  without  defence.    He  made  his  approaches  round 
'^'    *      Drepanum,  and  difpofed  every  thing  for  the  fxegc. 
The  machines  had  Ibon  made  a  breach,  and  the  fol- 
diers  were  preparing  fof  the  aflfault  with  the  Conful  at 
their  head,  when  he  was  dangerouily  wounded  in  the 
thigh.     The  foldiers,  by  whom  he  was  very  much  be- 
loved, abandoned  the  attack  to  ferve  him,  and  follow- 
ed him  in  a  body  to  the  camp,  whither  he  was  carried. 
Whilft  his  wound  was  puring,  he  did  not  lofe  time. 
Forefeeing,  that  the  enemy's  fleet  would  not  be  long 
before  it  arrived,  and  having  always  before  his  eyes 
what  had  been  judged  at  firft,  that  the  war  could  be 
•  terminated  only  by  a  naval  battle,  without  lofing  a 
moment's  time,  he  exercifed  his  crews  fo  as  to  foftii ' 
them  for  the  defign  he  had  of  attacking  the  enemy,  and 
*  by  his  afliduity  in  this  practice,  of  mere  fjulors  he  made 

them  excellent  foldiers  in  a  very  Ihort  time. 

Thie  Carthaginians,  much  furprized  that  the  Rom^s 
Ihould  dare  to  appear  again  at  fea,  and  defiring  that 
the  camp  at  Eryx  might  not  want  the  neceflfary  muni- 
tions, fitted  out  (hips  immediately,  and  having  iup- 
plied  them  with  grain  and  other  provifions,  they  made 
.  '  "'  .  .  .'this 
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this  fleet  depart,  and  gave  Hanno  the  command  of  it.  A.  R.  510. 
He  failed  firft  to  the  ifland  of  Hiera,  with  defign  to  Ant.  c. 
land  at  Eryx,  without  being  perceived  by  the  enemy,     **** 
to  unlade  his  (hips  there,  to  add  all  the  oeft  troops  at 
Eryx  to  his  naval  arn>y,  and  to  go  with  Amilcar  to 
oiSer  the  enemy  battle. 

The  Conful  was  not  well  recovered  of  his  wound, 
when  he  was  apjjrized,  that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy^  ap- 
proached. Conjefturing  what  the  views  of  the  Car- 
thaginian Admiral  might  be,  he  chofe  the  braveft  and 
nioft  experienced  troops  in  his  land-army,  and  failed 
for  *  ^gufa,  ah  ifland  fituate  oppofite  to  L^ybseum. 
There,  Ster  havbg  exhorted  his  people  tOr  behave , 
well,  he  gave  the  pilots  notice  to  prepare  for  a  battle 
the  next  morning. 

At  the  break  of  day,  feeing  the  wind,  which  favour- 
ed the  Carthaginians,  was  much  againft  him,  and  that 
the  fea  was  extremely  rough,  he  paufed  at  firft  con- 
cerning the  mcafures  he  fliould  take.  But  he  after- 
wards refledled,  that  if  he  engaged  during  that  foul 
weather,  he  fliould  only  have  the  naval  army,  and 
fliips  laden  and  heavy  to  deal  with  :  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, if  he  waited  till  it  was  calm,  and  fuffered  Hanno 
to  join  the  camp  at  Eryx,  he  would  have  fliips  light- 
ened by  unlading  their  freight  upon  his  hands,  as  alfo 
the  flower  of  the  land-army,  and,  which  was  ftill  more 
formidable  than  all  the  reft,  the  ability  and  intrepidity^ 
of  Amilcar.  All  thefe  reafons  determined  him  to 
feize  the  prefent  occafion.  ^Thefe  motives  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  General,  explained  in  this  manner  by  one 
more  able  as  a  captain  than  as  a  writer,  for  fuch  Po- 
ly bius  was,  add  infinite  value  to  the  narration  of  fadts,' 
and  are  in  a  manner  their  foul. 

The*  Conful  had  chofen  troops,  good  mariners  who 
had  been  well  exercifed,  arxd  excellent  fliips  built,  as 
we  have  faid,  upon  the  model  of  a  galley  taken  fome 
time  before,  which  was  the  moft  compleat  the  Ro- 
mans had  ever  feea  of  the  kind. .  On .  the  fide  of  the 
Carthaginians  every  thing  was  the  reverfe.     As  they 

*  One  of  the  Agates. 
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A.R.  5f6.  had  been  folc  matters  of  the  fea  for  fome  years,  and 
^Tai?'  ^h^  Romans  did  not  dare  to  face  them,  they  coniidcr- 
^  cd  them  as  nothing,  and  themfelves  as  invinciWe. 
On  the  firft  report  of  the  motion  the  latter  were  iriak- 
ing,  Carthage  fent  tmt  a  fleet  equipped  in  hade,  in 
which  every  thing  argued  precipitation  :  the  foldiers 
•and  mariners  were  all  mercenaries,  newly  raifed,  and 
as  void  of  experience,  courage  and  zeal,  as  intereft  ift 
the  common  caufe.  This  appeared  entirely  in  tht 
battle.  They  could  not  fuftain  the  firft  attack,  Fiftjr 
of  their  ftiips  were  funk,  and  fcventy  taken  with  aU 
on  board;  The  reft,  with  the  help  of  a  wind  that 
fprung  xxp  very  opportunely  for  them,  retired  to  the 
little  ifland  from  whehce  they  fat  out.  The  number 
of  the  prifoners  exceeded  ten  thoufand. 

Hanno  retired  to  Carthage  with  wliat  fliips  he  could 
fave.  He  there  loft  his  life,  the  ufual  treatment  of 
tinfuccefsful  Generals.  Rome  did  not  aft  in  that 
manner  •,  and  her  policy  in  this  refpefl:,  belides  being 
more  conformable  to  the  humanity  which  the  Romans 
always  profefled,  was  more  advantageous  to  the  State 
and  the  fervice  in  the  field,  by  leaving  the  Generals^ 
who  had  failed  of  fuccefs,  time  to  retrieve  either  their 
fault  or  their  misfortune. 

'     Lutatius,  after  the  aftion,  advanced  to  Lilybdcum, 
Orof.  iv.   and  joined  the  befiegers.  After  having  given  his  troops 
'®'  ^       fome  reft,  he  marched  them  toEryx,  where  he  gained 
an  advantage  over  Amilcar,  undoubtedly  in  a  battle 
.  by  land,  and  killed  him  two  thoufand  men. 
Poiyb.  i.       When  this  bad  news  was  brought  to  Carthage,  it 
^3>  ^+'      occafioned  the  more  furprize  and  conftemation,  as  it 
•  had  been  little  expefted.     The  Senate  did  not  lofc 
courage.    The  defire  of  continuing  the  war  was  not 
wanting  i  but  the  ftate  of  their  affairs  oppofcd  ft.    As 
the  Romans  were  matters  of  the  fea,*  it  was  no  longer 
poffible  to  fend  either  provifions  or  troops  to  the  ar-* 
mies  in  Sicily.     They  therefore  fent  diipatches  imme- 
diately to  Amilcar  mrcas,  who  commanded  tftette> 
and  left  it  to  his  prudence  to  ad  te  he  Ihould  thiiik 
moft  expedient.    That  great  man,  as  long  as  he  had 

the 
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the  Jeaft  realpn  tx>  hope,  had  done  every  thing  that  A.  R.  5^0. 
could  be  cxpeded  from  the  nioft  intrepid  valour,  and  ^^i.^* 
the  moft  coofummate  wifdom.  But  as  he  had  now  no 
TpfoutQCj  he  fent  deputies  to  the  Conful  to  treat  of  a 
peace  aodalliance :  prudence  coniifting, fays Polybius, 
VOL  knpjs^ing  how  both  to  refift,  and  to  yield  when 
n^effiuy. 

J^uutius^  befides  his  particular  intereft  in  not  leav« 
ing  the  glory  of  terminating  {o  important  a  war  to  a 
iucceflor,  knew  how  wearv  the  Roman  People  were 
of  one  ib  ruinous,  which  had  exhaufted  their  forces 
and  revenues ;  and  he  had  not  forgot  the  unfortunate 
confequences  of  Regulus's  inexorable  and  imprudent 
haughtineis.  He  therefore  made  no  diHTculties  about 
treating,  and  di<5fcated  the  following  terms.    There 

SHALL  BE,    IF     THE   RoMAN    PeOPLE     APPROVE  IT, 

AMITY   BETWEEN  Rome  aki>  Carthage  on  the 

FOLLOWING  conditions.  ThE  CaRTHAGINIANS 
SHALL  EVACUATE  ALL  SiCILY.  ThEY  SHALL  NOT 
MARE  WAR  AGAINST  HiERO,  NOR  CARRY  ARMS  A- 
GAINSTTHeSyRACUSANS  OR  THEIR  ALLIES.  ThEY 
fHALL  RESTORE  ALL  THE  PRISONERS  TAKEN  FROM 
THE  ^OMANR  WITHOUT  RANSOM^  ThEY  SHALL 
PAY  THEM,  IN  THE  SPACE  OF  T.WENTY  YEARS,  * 
TWO  THOU5ANP  TWO  HUNDRED  EuBOIC  TALENTS. 

OF  SILVER.  The  fimplicity,  exadlnefs,  andfjeripi- 
cuity  of  this  treaty,  whi(;h  fays  fo  many  things  in  few 
words,  and  rc^ujatcs  all'  the  interefts  of  two  potent 
States  and  their  allies  by  fea  a^  laod,^  are  worth  ob-> 
{erving  in  this  place. 

The  Cojoful  had  demanded,  that  the  troops  \jx  Eryx  Cor.  Nep. 
jhould  deliver  up  their  arms.    Baccas  ablolutely  re-  '^  Amiic. 
fufed  to  come  intq  that  article,  and  declared  that  he 
wouI4  bayard  the  laft  extremities,  and  even  perifh, 
jjSSJhei'  fl|an  cpnfent  to  fiich  an ,  infamy.     He  only  li^  ^^^j. 
^|i«ed  t^o  ;pay  eighteen  Rpman  Denarii  (about  nine  41- 
lhiW%s):^of  ^f^^h  foldier  ojf  that  garrifon. 

*  This  rum  U  about  thr^e  hun4red  and  nine  thoufand  po,und^ 
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A.R.  510.     When  thefe  conditions  were  brought  to  Rome,  the 

^T^u'  P^Qp^c  ^^^  approving  them  in  the  whole,  fent  ten 
Deputies  to  regulate  the  affair  finally  upon  the  fpotv 
They  made  no  alteration  in  the  main  of  the  treaty-. 
"  They  only  Ihortened  the  terms  for  the  payments  of 
the  money,  and  added  to  the  fum  impofcd  by  the 
Conful  a  thoufand  talents,  to  be  paid  immediately 
for  the  charges  of  the  war,  and  that  the  Carthaginians 
Ihould  quit  all  the  iflands  between  Italy  and  Sicily.'* 
It  is  necejfljiry  to  obferve,  that  Sardinia  is  not  included 
in  this  treaty.  Lutatius  was  continued  in  the  command 
in  Sicily,  to  regulate  the  affairs  and  government-  of 
the  new  conquefl. 

Thus  terminated  one  of  the  longed  wars  mentioned 
in  hiftory,  as  it  fubfifted  four  and  twenty  years  with- 
out interruption.  The  ardour  fpr  difpiiting  empire 
was  equally  obfHnate  on  both  fides.  Abundance  of 
refolution,  abundance  of  greatnefs  of  foul,  appear- 
both  in  the  enterprizes  and  execution  of  both  parties. 
The  Carthaginians  take  place  in  their  knowledge  of 
naval  affairs ;  their  fkill  in  building  fhips,  their  ad- 
drefs  and  facility  in  working  them  ;  the  experience  of 
their  pilots ;  their  knowledge  of  the  coafts,  creeks, 
roads,  and  winds  ;  and  laftly,  their  abundant  richies 
for  fupporting  the  expences  of  a  rude  and  long  wan 
The  Romans  had  none  of  thefe  advantages  :  but  va- 
lour, zeal  for  the  public  good,  love  of  their  country, 
a  noble  emulation  for  glory,  and  a  warm  defire  to 
extend  their  dominion^  ferved  inftead  of  all  they 
wanted  in  other  refpedbs.  It  is  furprizing  to  fee  them, 
entirely  new  to,  and  unexperienced  in,  naval  affairs, 
not  only  make  head  againft  the  mofl  expert  and  moft 
powerful  nation  of  the  world  at  fea,  but  gain  many 
naval  battles  againft  them.  No  difficulties,  no  misfor^ 
tunes,  were  capable  of  difcouraging  them.  They  loft, 
in  the  courfe  of  this-firft  Punic  war,  either  in  battles  or 
by  florms,  feven  hundred  galleys.  The  conftancy  of 
the  Roman  People  may  be  judged  from  hence.  They 
undoubtedly  would  not  have  made  peace  in  the  famf 
circumftances,  wherein  we  have  juft  feen  the  Cartha- 
"       '  .      '  ginians 
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ginians  demand  it.     A  fingle  unfortunate  campaign  A.  R,  510. 
difcourages  them  ;  many  do  not  ihake  the  refolution     l^^^' 
of  the  Romans. 

As  to  the  foldiers,  there  is  no  companion  between 
thofe  of  Rome  and  thofe  of  Carthage ;  the  firft  being 
ii^niteiy  fuperior  to  the  latter  in  point  of  courage. 
As  to  the  Generals,  Amilcar,  fumamed  Barcas,  was 
undeniably  the  moft  diftinguiflied  both  by  his  conduft 
and  valour.  During  all  this  war,  no  General  has  ap- 
peared on  the  fide  of  the  Romans,  whofe  extraordinary 
talents  can  be  confidered  as  the  caufe  of  vi£tory  :  fo 
that  it  was  folely  by  the  conftitution  of  the  State,  and, 
if  I  may  venture  to  fay  fo,  her  national  virtues,  that 
Rome  triumphed  over  Carthage. 

When  we  confider  at  one  view  the  whole  feries  of 
(he  firft  Punic  war,  we  feem  to  fee  fomething  like 
what  pafied  in  the  combats  of  the  antients,  between 
two  equally  firong  and  robuft  Athletae,  who  full  of 
courage  and  ardour,  animated  by  the  warm  defire  of 
conquering,  and  by  the  cries  of  the  fpedators,  engage 
in  fight,  beat  with  their  fifts,  wreftle,  lift  one  another 
off  the  ground,  fhake  each  other  violently,  throw  one 
another  down,  rife  that  moment  with  new  vigour, 
employ  ftrength,  art,  and  all  imaginable,  agility  and 
addrefs )  till  at  laft  both  being  down  again,  after  hav- 
ing ftruggled  a  great  while  upon  the  fand,  turned  each 
other  over  and  over,  and  twifted  in  a  thoufand  different 
manners,  one  of  the  two  getting  the  upperhand,  re- 
duces his  adverfary  to  alk  quarter,  and  to  confefs 
himfelf  conquered.  Such  was  very  near  the  cafe  be* 
tween  the  Romans  and  Carthaginians  in  the  war  of 
which  we  have  been  fpeakin^. 

Qj^Lu+ATIUS  CbRCO*  a,  R.  5^11 

A.  MANLrus  Atticus.  "*'  ^' 


H»« 


Lutatitis  and  Valerius  remained  in  Sicily,  the  firft  in 
quality. of  Proconful,  the  other  as  Propraetor.  They 
in  concert  made  all  the  neceffary  regulations  for  eft^^ 
Ikliihin^  |;ood  order  there,,  and  fixed  tbt  taxes  and 
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A.R.  si>«  dudes,  that  each  city  was  tb  pay  tjkie  ConnrionwcaKt^ 
Ant.  c  rpi^^  Applied  thcmfelves  )particuliirfy  to  remove  all 
caufe  and  occafion  of  troubles  and  revolt.  In  order 
to  this,  they  difanned  all  the  Sicilians,  UNho  had  de- 
clared for  Amilcar,  and  ordered  the  iStnils,  who  hiid 
deilrted  from  the  fam^  Aihilcar  to  the  *RonnQ% 
whiilt  they  were  in  garrifon  upon  piount  Eryx,  tox{uit 
the  ifland,  aild  to  go  and  fettle  elfewhcre,  'fbpplying 
them  with  the  fliips  neccfiaryfbr  that^purpofe.  They 
made  their  ^pretext  for  an  order,  which  muft  feenri 
very  hard  to  thofc  troops,  the  crime  th^y  had  com- 
mitted in  plundering  die  ten^e  of  Venus  upon 
mount  Eryx  v  which  had  rendered  them  odious  to'thfc 
whole  ifland.  From  thenceforth  the  pah  of  the  ifland^ 
which  had  been  imder  the  Carthaginians,  became  ^ 
'province  of  the  Roman  People.  .The  reft  of  it  foni> 
cd  the  kingdom  df  Hiero,  After  the  whc^e  had 
been  regulated,  Lutatius  and  Valerius  returned  to 
Rome.  A  triumph  was  decreed  JLutadus  ;  on  whick^ 
Valerius  having  reprefcnted  that  he  had  eqtally  con- 
tributed to  the  fucceis  of  the  Robiah  tums,  added,  it 
was  but  juft,  as  he  hid  iharedivith  Luts^s  in  the 
cares  and  dangers  of  the  batdc,  diat  he  fhould  sifo 
fliare  with  him  in  the  honour  and  reward  of  it.  What 
made  moft  in  favour  of  the  PiWDi's  caufe,  was,  that 
the  Conful,  who  Was  notpcrfeftly  cured  of  his  wouml^ 
had  not  been  able  to  a^;  fo  that  Valerius  had  per^ 
formed  the  fiinftions  of  ^General  in  this  batde.  Luta- 
tius  oppofed  his  demand  as  contrary  to  cuftom  and 
tnijuft  5  pretending  that  it  was  unufaal,  and  cohtraiy 
to  the  laws,  to  equal  two  olfieers  in  the  dtilribudon  iof 
honours,  of  which  the  one  was  inferior  and  iubordi- 
nate  to  the  other.  The  difpute  growing  warm  on 
both  fides,  they  agreed  to  rder  itto  the  arbitradon 
of  Atilius  Calarinus,  who,  in  regard  to  the  fuperiority 
of  Lutatius's  power,  which  his  opponent  could  not 
conteft  with  him,  decided  the  Afierenbe  in  tts  finrour. 
Notwithftanding  this  fentence,  as  Valerius  had  diftiA- 
guifticd  his  merit  in  an  extraoi'diiiary  manner  in  this 
war,  the  hono^ir  of  a  trhjmph  was^alfo  graiitcd  hiin. . 
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I  h»ve  Mdy  that  part  of  Sicily  was  become  a  pro- A.  R.  51  it 
vince  of  the  Roman  People.  The  Romans  called  ^^^ 
die  countrie9  which  the>[  conquered  out  of  Italy, 
Provinces,  Thcfe  countries  were  governed  as  con- 
quered countries :  and  though  the  people  of  them 
weie  cdkd  allies  of  the  State,  and  not  Subjedi,  they 
however  had  not  the  entire  enjoyment  of  their  own 
hiMSj  and  did  not  chufe  their  own  magiftrates« 
•Rome  knvthtm  every  year  a  Prastor  and  a  C^adbor ; 
the  fifft  to  adminifter  juftice,  and  command  the 
troops  when  nfecefliuy ;  and  the  other  to  receive  the 
duties,  which  the  countries  newly  conquered  pud  thp 

Sicily  IMS  die  iirft  that  received  law. fisom  the  K^iaVm.ji 
msaiB.  Ciotro,  in  one  of  his  onttums  againft  Verres,  ^  ^"^^ 
^^ves  k  %  Bm  praife :  ^  *  She  was  the  finft,  fays  he» 
0f  aS 'fdieign  nations,  that  fought  our  amity;  that 
adorned  oUr  empire  by  becoming  its  province ;  and 
taitght  our  anceftors  how  glorious  it  was  to  command 
'Stmtes  abrodd.*'  After  having  extolled  the  conftaift 
fidelity  of  that  ifland  to  the  Commonwealth ;  its  par- 
ticukr  GonlideratiiMi  for  the  Publicam,  that  is,  thofe 
•who  colle&ed  the  taxes,  whofe  name  was  odious  every 
"where  eHe;  its  extraordinary  fertility  in  excellenc 
•com,  which  made  Cato  the  Elder  call  it  the  granary  of 
-Rome,  and  the  nurfing  mother  of  the  Roman  People ; 
J>o  adds,  iadd**ffing  himfelf  to  the  People :  •*  f  The 
provinces  and  trU3Utary  countries  are  to  you  what 
their  farms  and  eftates  are  to  individuals,  of  which  the 
neareft  to  Rome,  are  the  moft  efteemed,  and  thofe 
\(4iich  ghre.  the  moft  pleafure.  Thus  Sicily,  which 
is  abnoft  at  the^'gates  of  Rome,  is  dearer  and  more 
iigreeable  10  you  than  all  the  other  provinces  of  the 
sempipe. 

**0lUnhihi  natioilttm  exteranim  ]>riiicept  SiciKa  fe  ad  amicitiam 
•Memque  pqpuli  Romani  ap)>licuit :  prima  -  omniuniy  id  quod  orna- 
mentam  iniperii  eft,  provincia  ell  appellata  t  prima  docuit  ma)ores 
'noftros,'  qtatti  ptvclarum  eifet  extcns  gentibtts  rnipeme. 

t  £t  quoniam  quaii  qusedam  pnedia  populi  Romani  fiint,  vaEliga* 
.Ka  noftra  atque  provincixt  quemadmoaum  propinquis  yos  reftris 
'pbedns  ihii^ime  deledttonini^  itc  p»ptklo  Romano  jucunda  Albtitbani- 

Of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(     i34    ) 


Of  the  Combats  of  the  Gladiators. 

^H£  Y  called  thofe  gladiators,  who  killed  one  ano* 
^    ther  in  the  amphitheatres  to  divert  the  people. 

The  antient  cuftom  of  £icrificiog  captives^  or  prir 
foners  of  war,  to  the  manes  of  great  men  who  died  in 
tiiad.  battle,  made  way  for  thefe  combats.  Thus  Achilles 
**"*•  in  Homer  facrifices  twelve  young  Trojana  te  the 
j^j^^^^j;X,mMBi6%ofl^zXTOc\u%*^  and  in  Virgil,  £nea$  fends  cap- 
tives in  like  manner  to  Evander,  in  order  to  their  l»- 
^:  ing  iacrificed.  at  the  funeral  of  his  (on  Pallas. 

As  it  fcemed  baflurous  to  maflacre  thefe  captives 
)ike  beafts,  it  was  decreed,    that  they  fhould  figlit 
with  «ach  other,  and  ufe  all  their  addre^  to  fave  their 
own  lives,  and  to  kill  their  adverfaries.     This  feemed 
the  leal):  inhuman,  becaufc  they  mi^t  e&ape  death  in 
the  end  ;  and  their  lives  were  in  their  own  hands,  and 
depended  on  their  dexterity  in  defending  themfelves. 
vai.  Max.      It  was  in  the  488  th  year  of  Rome  that  this  kind  of 
Liv.*  Epit.  fl^^ws  was  firft  exhibited  to  the  Roman  People,  when 
xvi.'         the  two  brothers  M.  and  D.  Brutus  caufed  their  father's 
funeral  to  be  celebrated  with  pomp.     The  Romans 
were  not  the  authors  of  this  cuftom.     It  fubfifted  b€- 
Liv.ix.4o.f<^r^   amongft    other    people  of  Italy  j   apd  Livy 
fpeaks  of  it  in  the  444th  year  of  Rome,  as  pra£tifed 
amongft    the    Campanians,    who    even  entertained 
themfelves  with  this   barbarous    diverfion  at  their 
ftafts.    The  Romans  at  firft  exhibited  thefe  combats 
of  gladiators  only  at  the  funerals  of  illuftrious  men  : 
sencc.  de  but  it  became  an  entirely  common  cuftom  in  proce& 
trevitvit.  of  time  j  and  private  perfons  fet  down  in  their  wills 
^•***       how  many  couples  or  gladiators  (hould  fight  in  that 
manner  after  their  deaths.     Thefe  gladiators  were 
called  Bufttiarii,  because  they  fought  round  the  fune- 
ral pile,  Buftum. 
liT.  »dii.     At  firft  the  number  of  gladiators,  who  were  ipgdc 
30.  to  fight,  were  not  very  great :  but  it  increafcd  contl- 
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nuaDy,  as  is  ufual.     In  the  536th  year  of  Rome,  the 
Ions  of  M.  .ffijnilius  Lepidus  brought  out  twenty-two 
piurs  of  gladiators  at  the  funeral  of  their  father.  This 
flicw  continued  three  days,  and  was  cclebrjited  in  the 
Forum  of  Rome.    In  the  552d  year,  the  fons  of  M,  Uv.  xxmu 
Valerius  Levinus  exhibited  twenty-five  pairs  of  gla-  s?- 
diators  in  the  fame  ceremony.     In  56^,  Icventy,  and  j^'x^ix.  46, 
in  578,  feventy-four,  fought  on  the  like  occafion.       &xii/is/ 

In  order  to  fupply  men  for  thefe  kind  of  combats, 
it  was  neceflary  to  prepare  the  combatants  long  before- 
hand. The  profeffion  of  gladiator  became  an  art. 
There  were  matters  to  teach  them  the  ufe  of  arms  ^ 
who  were  called  Laniftae  by  the  Latines.  People 
kamt  to  fight,  and  exercifed  themfelvcs  that  way.' 

Two  forts  of  perfons  fhared  in  thefe  combats :  thaLir. 
one  forced,  that  is  tp  fay,  flavcs  and  condemned  cri-  **▼!»*•  ^'-J 
minals ;  the  other  voluntarily  and  of  their  own  ac- 
?ord.  The  latter  were  freemen,  who  hired  themfclves 
for  this  infamous  ufe,  and  fet  a  price  upon  their 
blood.  The  mafter  of  the  cladiators  made  thefe  lafl; 
fwear,  that  they  would  fight  till  they  died.  They  ♦ 
engaged  themfelvcs  accordmgly  by  oath  religioufly  to 
fiifcharge  all  the  duties  of  a  good  and  faithful  gladia- 
tor :  they  devoted  themfelves  body  and  foul  without 
feferve  to  their  matters  -,  and  agreed,  in  cafe  they  re- 
fufed  to  ferve,  to  fuffer  death  either  by  fire,  fword,  or 
under  the  ttrokes  of  the  lalh,  _ 
.  This  kind  of  ihews  began  in  grief  and  mourning, 
having  been  employed  at  the  celebration  of  funerals ; 
but  in  procefs  of  time  pleafure  and  joy  adopted  them, 
and  they  became  the  mott  grateful  and  affefting  di- 
verfion  of  the  Roman  People,  who  crowded  to  them 
yflth  incredible  paffion.    f  Cicero  fays,  that  no  other 

•  In  verba  Eumolpi  facraracntum  juravimus,  uti,  vinciri,  vcrbc- 
rari,  'ferr6qiie  necari ;  &,  quicquid  aliud  jufliffety  tanquam  legitimi 
gladiatores  domino  corpora  animofque  addicimus.    Petron.  c.  17. 

t  Id  fpeflaculi  genus  erat,  quod  omni  frequentia  atque  omni  ge- 
jiere  hominum  celebratur :  quo  multitudo  maxime  deleaatur— -Equi- 
dem  exiftimo  mdlum  tem^us  elTe  frequentioris  populi,  quim  mud 
gladiatorium ;  neque  concionis  ulliuSi  neque  vero  ullorum  comttio^ 
rum.    Pro  Skxt.  x&4«  5f  125.  ' 
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aflbnbly,  either  for  die  public  affairs,  or  the  cleftioa 
of  magiftrateSii  was  &  smmerous  as  this^  ai>d  t^t  an 
lAfimce  fnultltude  of  axkssffm  of  ^1  rwks  and  .condi* 
tkms  ^ere  preient  at  them. 

The  gladiators  had  ^different  names  ^q[i  the4ifie- 
pent  arms  they  ufed.  To  avoid  prolijfity;  I  fliaU  re* 
peat  only  three  or  four  kinds  of  them  in  (fap^  -place. 

RjETiARii.  They  were  armed  with  a  trident  or 
three-grained  fpear^  .and  carried  a  ikjc,  vihkk  Uicy 
threw  over  die  hieads  of  their  antagonifts,  ia  order  to 
entangle  them  in  {\ich  a  maooer,  as  tQ-maJke  jChem  jvn<^ 
capaUe  o^  defending  themiclvea, 
^  Thuaces.     Tfcey  were  lo  called  from  ^i^g  9nned 

like  the  Thracians  with  a  kind  of  dagger,  po^iard^ 
and  round  buckler.    Horace  mentionfi  theja^ 

Thrax  efi  Gallina  Syro  par  ?  Senm.  i\.  6, 

•  Myrmili  ONES.  It  15  believed  from  a  paffage  in 
Feftus,  that  this  name  was  given 'them  on  account  of 
their  being  armed,  like  the  Gauls,  with  along  fword 
and  buckler,  and  an  helmet,  the  cred:  of -which  wa$ 
ufually  a  fifli. 

Sa  mnit£S.  They  were  undoubtedly  fo  called  from 
their  being  armed  like  the  Samnites,  whatever  that 
armour  was.     They  are  often  mentioned  by  authors. 

Livy  IX.  Livy  fays :  Campania  ab  fuperbia^  (^  odio  Sammiistm, 
gladiatoresy  quod  fpeSaculum  inter  epulas  eraty  e^  omatu 
armarunty  Samnitiumque  nomine  appellanmt.    And*  Ho-? 

Ep.  2. 1. 2.  race : 

Cadimury  fc?  totidem.plagis.  con/umimus  b^em$ 
Lento  Sammies  adlununa  prima  duello. 

Pc  orat.   Cicero  has :  Neque  eft  dubium^  quin  exordium  dicendi  ve^ 

ii.  317.  &  hemens  6f  pugnax  non  f4fpe  ejfe  debeat.    Sed^  fi  in,  ipfa 

^^^'         illo  gladiatmio  viu  cerlamine^  quo  ferro  decerniJiitr,  ia^ 

men  ante  congrejfum  muUafiunty  qua  non  ad  vubmsy  fed 

•:  Retiario  pugnahti  adverfus  Myrmillonw  cantatur,  **  Non  to 
**  peto,  pifcem  peto :  quid  jne  fogis  Galle  ?*\quia  mynDSlKmkum  se- 
nus  armaturae  Gallicum  «ft«  ipfique  M^^rmillones  ante'Qalli^ppeua« 
bantur^  in  quorum  galeispifcis  effigies  inerat,  'Festus. 
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tidjpeaem  voters  videantur :  quanto  bd£  magis  in  eratione 
enpeSandnm^  ii^aua  non  visp$tiiis  quam  dcle£iati0  pofikla- , 
fur  ?  Atque  ejujmeii  ifk  prolufie  debet  ejfe^  non  ut  Sam^ 
nitum^  qui  vibrant  haft  as  ante  pugnam^  qieiius  in  pugnand^ 
nihil  utuntur:  fed  ut  ipjis  fententHSy  quibus  preluferunt^ 
vet  pagftare  pcffint.  I  fliaU  cite  another  very  fine  and 
veiy  remarkable  paffage  of  Cicem*s  upon  the  fame 
fubjeft  in  the  fequel. 

Thefe  gladiators,  as  I  have  already  faid,  were  in-     ' 
(truAed  and  formed  for  combats  by  a  fencing-mafter^ 
who  took  great  care  to  give  them  good  and  folid  nou^ 
li&nknt,  m  order  to  their  being  ftrong  and  robuft, 
which  conftituted  their  principal   merit,    and  very 
much  augmented  their  price.     It  was  necefliry  alfo 
that  they  fhould  be  large  and  well-fhaped,  to  give  die 
fpedators  the  greater  pleafure.     *  Seneca  tells  us,  in 
more  than  one  place,  that  they  fought  naked  -,  which 
I  can  featce  believe.     The  fencing-mafters  fold  them 
-very  dear,  either  to  the  magiftrates,  who  were  obliged 
by  thcii*  oflkes  to  give  this   kind  of  fhews;  or  to  , 
private  perfims,  who  to  conciliate  the  ftvour  of  the 
People,  and  obtain  their  fuffrages,  entertained  them 
wkh  thefe  games,  which  were  mfinitely  agreeable  to 
thetn.    Cicero,  during  his  Confulfliip,  prohibited  this  orat.  pro 
met!K)d  of  canvaffing  offices  by  a  law.    Thofe  whoSext.n. 
exhibited  thefe  fhews,  were  called  Editores.    The'^^* 
madnefs  for  the  gladiatorial  combats  rofe  io  high  as 
to  make  them  follow  the  example  of  the  Campani- 
•ans,  and  entertain  themfclves  with  this  brutal  plea- 
fure in  the  midftof  fcafts. 

By.  way  of  prdude  to  thefe  combats,  as  we  have 
feen  in  the  paffage  of  Cicero,  they  made  abundance 
of  motions,  difcharged  their  darts  in.  die  air,  «nd  at- 
tacked -each  other  gendy,  and  t)nly  for  the  fefce  lof 
(hew.  But  they  foon  came  to  clofe  fight  and  wounds, 
.  from  which  the  blood  that  flowed  was  prefcnijy  ,a 
part  of  the  entertainment. 

bent  quo  tegantur,  ad  idtum  totis  corporibus  expofiti.    Senkc^  %|i0» 
vii, 
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Thefc  unhappy  vidkims  of  the  crtiel  pleafurc  of  the 
Romans  were  not  permitted  to  fliew  the  Icaft  fign  of 
regiet  or  fear  ur  combat.  It  was  a  crime  for  a  gladi- 
ator to  vent  the  leaft  complaint  when  wounded,  or  to 
a(k  quarter  when  overcome.  In  thofe  cafes  the  peo- 
ple exprcfled  their  indignation  againft  him :  "  Kill  •^ 
*•  burn,  whip  him  to  death/*  cried  they.  "  What, 
*«  does  he  go  on  timoroufly,  does  he  meet  the 
^*  ftroke  like  a  coward !  He  falls  with  no  fpirit !  He 
*«  hath  not  the  courage  to  die.  with  a  good  grace  !** 
Did  ever  Barbarians  talk  in  fuch  a  manner ! 

But  indeed  this  fear  and  want  of  fpirit  were  very 
rare  :  from  whence  we  may  obferve  with  amazement, 
what  impreflions  habit  and  example  are  capable  of 
making  upon  the  mind  of  man,  and  even  upon  the 
mean  and  mercenary.  A  f  gladiator  believed  him- 
felf  difgraced,  when  matched  with  one  inferior  to  him- 
felf  in  (trength  and  dexterity  ;  convinced,  that  there 
is  no  glory  in  conc^uering,  when  there  is  no  danger  in 
lighting.  This  prmciple  of  honour,  almoft  generally 
implanted  in  the  minds  of  tjiofe  who  appeared  upon 
the  Areiia,  and  which  made  them  fupenor  to  all  hu- 
man fears,  is  propofed  by  Cicero  in  more  than  one 
place,  as  an  admirable  model  of  courage  and  con- 
ftancy ;  by  which  he  intended  to  animate  himfelf  and 
others  to  fuffer  every  thing  for  the  prefervadon  of 
liberty,  and  the  defence  or  the  Commonwealth. 
Ttofc.  ii  "  What  ills,  fays  he,  do  not  the  gladiators,  that 
♦»•  is,    wretched  Barbarians,    fuffer?    Which  of  them, 

that  has  been  well  trained  up,  does  not  chufe  rather 
to  receive  the  mortal  ftroke,  than  to  avoid  it  in  a 
fhameful  manner  ?  How  often  do  we  fee  that  all  they 
propofe  is  to  pleafe  their  mafter  (that  is  him  who 
ias  bought  them  for  the  fhews)  or  the  people  ?  When 


ha 


•  Occide^  ure,  verbera.^  Qyare  tarn  timide  incurrit  in  ferrum? 
qiuTB  parum  aoda^^er  occidit  ?  quare  parum  Hbenter  moritur  f  Sb- 
MBC.  Epift  vii. 

f  tetominiam  jadicat  gladiator^  cum  inferiore  componi  s  ic  icit 
eum  nxie  gloria  vinci,  qui  fine  pcriculo  viacitor.    Sbnbc.  de  Provid. 
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covered  with  wounds,  they  fend  to  their  mafters,  to 
a(k  whether  the^  are  fatisfied;  and  declare,  if  they 
are,  that  they  die  contented.  *  Do  we  ever  Iiear  a  - 
gladiator  of  the  lealt  merit  vent  a  Angle  groan  ?  Does 
he  ever  change  colour  and  turn  pale  at  the  fight  of 
danger?  Which  of  them  not  only  in  combat,  but 
when  not  able  to  fight  any  longer  he  falls  down  to  re- 
ceive the  mortal  ftroke,  fuffers  the  leaft  fign  of  fear 
to  efcape  him  ?  Such  force  has  example,  habit,  and 
refledion  !  ^  What !  fl^all  a  Samnite,  a  flave,  a  man 
*  of  nothing,  a  wretch  without  a  name,*  be  capable 
of  fuch  a  conflancy  of  foul,  -  and  fliall  a  man  born  for 
glory,  when  the  queftion  is  to  fuflPer  pain  or  confront 
dwger,  not  be  able,  whatever  inward  weaknefs  he 
may  be  confcious  of,  to  encourage  and  flrengthen 
hinifelf  by  the  motives  of  reafon  and  fenfe  of  honour  ? 
Some  perfons  think  the  gladiatorial  Ihews  cruel  and 
inhuman,  and  perhaps  not  without  reafon,  as  exhibit- 
ed at  prefcnt.  But  were  only  criminals  condemned 
to  die  expofed  to  thefe  combats,  they  would  be, 
in  my  opinion,  a  good  leflbn,  not  to  the  ears  but 
eycsj  to  teach  men  to  defpife  pain  and  death  bravely.'* 

Cicero,  in  another  paflage,  exhorts  himfelf  and  all  Philip,  ij. 
good  citizens  to  courage  and  conftancy  by  the  exam-  ^i* 
pie  of  the  gladiators :  it  is  in  fpeaking  againft  Anto- 
ny, the  enemy  of  the  public  peace  and  tranquility, 
who  menaced  the  fubverfion  of  the  State.  "  f  If  in 
ihefe  unhappy  times  the  laft  hour  of  the  Common- 
wealth be  arrived,  (which  may  the  gods  forbid)  let  us 
imitate  thofe  generous  gladiators,  who  do  not  fear  to 

•  Qms  mediocri«  gladiator  ingemuit?  qui$  "vultum  mtitavit  un- 
mum?  quis  non  modo  Itetit,  verumetiam  decubuit  turfiiter^  qu-is 
cum  deCttbuiiTety  ferrum  recipere  juiTusy  coUum  contraxit?  tantuni 
exercitatio,  meditatiOy  confuetudo  valet  1  Ergo  hoc  poterit 

'*  Samnis,*  fpurcus  bomo,  vita  ilia  dignu*  locoqile  :-^'' 
▼ir  natut  ad  gloriaiDy  ullam  partem  animl  tarn  moUem  babebit»  quam 
non  meditatione  &  ratio  ne  corroborct  ? 

t  Q^  fi  jam  (quod  dii  omen  avertapt !)  fatura  extremnm  reip. 
vcnit ;  quod  gladiatoret  nobiles  faciunt,  ut  honcfte  decnmbunt,  fa- 
ciamus  nos,  principcs  orbia  terramm  gcntlumque  omnium,  ut  cum 
dignitate  potivis  cadamus,  quam  vum  ignominia  ferviamus* 

die. 
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die,  provided  it  be  with  honour :  Let  us,  who  ar4 
the  lords  and  foveseigns  of  the  natiOQS  of  the  eartl^ 
chufe  rather  to  fail  with  glory,  than  to  Hve  enflaved 
with  infamy." 

It  was  thefe  fentinients  of  valour  and  coi^aacy, 
diat  conftituted  the  moft  fenfible  pleafure  of  the  fpoc- 
tators.  *  They  only  defpifed  fuch  of  the  gladiatora 
as  exprefled  timidity,  became  fuppliants,  and  implored 
quarter:  on  the  contrary,  thole  who  behaved  with 
fortitude  and  greatneis  of  foul,  and  generoufly  offned 
then^elves  to  the  mortal  ftroke,  they  were  truly  foUi- 
citous  to  preferve.  The  people  decided  the  fate  of 
the  combatants  :  for  thofe  who  gave  the  (hews  ufually 
referred  that  to  them.  The  GA  doubled  with  tht: 
thumb  ered  was  the  fignal  of  death  to  the  viftors. 

Manera  nunc  eduni^  &  verfo  poUice  vtdgi 
Slumliket  eccidunt  f^pulariter.        Jvvenal. 

The  t  people  beliaeed  themfelves  treated  with  cqi^- 
tcmpt,  when  the  gladiators  did  not  willingly  prcfent 
themfelves  to  receive  the  mortal  ftrpkc.  They  were 
enraged,  as  if  fome  injury  had  been  done  them,'  and 
from  mere  fpeftators  became  their  declared  adverfa- 
ries.  ^  ^ 

It  is  amazing,  that  fo  great  a  number  of  perfons 
could  be  found  to  enter  into  a  profcffion,  which,  pro*- 
pcrly  fpeaking,  was  devoting  themfelves    to   deadu 
That  number,  which  was  at  firft  very  moderate,  be- 
came exceeding  great  in  the  latter  times  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, and  under  the  Emperors.     Julius  Csefar^ 
Csrf'p.%9.  in  his  iEdilcfhip,  exhibited  three  and  twenty  p^r  of 
Capit,  in  gladiators.    Gordi^,  before  he  was  Emperor,  gave 
^^^*      thefe  fhews  twelve  times  in  a  year,  that  is  to  fay,  once 
a  month.    In  fome  of  thefe  there  were  five  hundred 

^  In  gladiatoriis  pugnls  timidosy  &  fupplicesy  &r  ilt  Tivere  lictot  06- 
fecrantes,  etiam  odifle  Colemiu :  fortes,  ft  animofos.  tc  fe  aeriter  ^ 
fot  morti  offerentes»  fervari  cttpimus.    Cic.  pro  Milone,  n.  ji. 

f  Gladiatoribus  populus  iralcitur»  ft  tarn  inique,  ut  injunam  potet 
quod  non  libenter  pereunt.  Contemni  fe  judicata  ut  valtu>  ^ftn,  ar- 
4orc  dc  fpcftatorc  m  adrerfitfittm  Vertitur.   Sinbc«  dc Ira*  t. 
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jp$m  of  gladiators,  and  never  kfs  "(han  fiftf.     But^io  in 
9i;hat  may  fccm  almoft  ineredible,  long  before  him,  ^^^^"^' 
Tmjan,  die  model  of  Aood  Emperors,   had  given 
thefe  fliew$  to  the  peotrie/an'  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  days  tether,  dvrmg  which  time  ten  thopfand 
gkdiatsors  appearad  on  the  Anensu 

TlMy  were  formed  iit  Rome  into  difTerent  compa- 
nies; and  the  people  took  the  part  of  <me  againft 
another^  wilJi  a  violciice  and  fury  that  often  termi- 
nated in  bloody  feditions* ,  The  example  of  the  capi- 
ta wa$  {0on  jfoUowed  by  the  other  cities^  aQd  the 
whole  empire  was.  infeded  with  a  fanguinary  diver- 
fion,  the  norsDOr  o£  which  Seneca  exprefli^s  in  few 
^words..  "  M$iK  fiqrshe,  the facared creatuiie man,  h Ep. ^si 
efteenied  of  fo  little  value,  tbat  we  make  it  a  fport, 
a  diverfiofi,  to  mangle  and  butcher  him/'  'H^Wj 
focra  refi  batm^  Jam  fer  lufimi^jooim  qcdditur. 

Anc^even  bwreHome  was^  become  the  capital  pf  Liv.xli. 
the  known  world,    Amiochus  £piphanes,   K»ing  of  ao. 
Syria,  in  imitmion  of  the  Ronmns,   had  introduced 
jtbe  conibat^  of  gladiators  in  his 'donojo)ons«    t  Livy 
,  obferves,  thai:  thde  Ihews  at  firft  gave  the  fpe^ators 
loope  horror  than  plcafure,  wfcilft  they  were  new  to 
tiem;  and  it  wds  only  (lowly,  and  by  degrees,  that 
ihc^  dccuiS)fned  dienifclVcs  to  them.     At  their  be- 
RinAifig,  the  rfirft  wound  put  an  end  to  the  combat : 
.  Wt  gyrowing  fainiliar  if  ithv.blood  from  frequently  fee- 
ing ie  ihed, -:andtfaefe  ihcws  at  Icnj^,  a^l  horrible  ^ 
fj^  weneiiit  tftemfelves,  ufindly  tiiiding  whh  the  death 
is  Qgif^  of  the'  Qomhflt^to,  they  became  their  moft    . 
.€9flina0fi  jutdmoft  grateful  diverfion, 

Ic  is  remal-kabie  that  the  Atheni^s,  who  were  na-  tudai^ia 
turalfy  beneficent  and  humane,  never  admitted  bloody  ^om^.' 
ftews  into  thmr  city.     And  whltn  it  was  propofed  to  p.  &014! 
eftaUiih  conibats  of  g)adaators  there,  in  ord^r  not  1^ 
give  place  in  that  refped:  to  the  Corinthians :  <«  Firft 

t  Gladiatomm  munus^  Romanx  confuetudinis,  pnmo  majore  caiiL 
ixmirt  h^mioQin  infuetorum.  gd  tale  fpef^aculum,  <|uain  voluptate» 
dcdit :  deia4e;  firpiut  dando«  &  modo  vulneribus  tcAus,  mocio  dne 
vtHione  €tiam,  fasniliare  ocixlis  gratumqiic  id  fpechtoulttm  fedt. 

Vol.  hi.  R  !*  throw  ^ 
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«  thrdw  down,"  cried  oat  an  ♦Athenian  from  the 
midft  of  the  aflcmblyv^*  the  altar  which  our  fore- 
«*  fathers  above  a  thouiknd  years  ago  ereftcd  to 
*«  Mercy."  And  inldecd,  bne  muft  have  renounced 
all  fenfe  of  humanity  artd  compaffion,  and  become 
barbarous  and  favage,  to  fec'thc  Wood t)fone^s  fellow- 
creatures  Ihcd  not  only  without  ptih,  but  with  joy 
and  delights  •    '       * 

Some  Pagan  EmperofJS  moved  with  tlie  fad  efiefls 
of  this  murtherous  cuftom,  endeavoured  to  moderate 
M.  Aurei.it.     It  was  in  this  view,  that  Marcus*  Aurelius-re- 
][j[;^       •  trenched  the  enormous  expences  employed  in  thefe 
apud Va-  combats,  and  would  not  fuffef  the  gladiators  to  fight 
lef.  p.  7«8"  with  each  other  except  with  v«y  Uunt  fwords,  like 
files;  fo  that  they  could  (hew  their  additfs  without 
any  danger  of  being  killed*    But  this  wte  one  of  thofe 
exceflive  evils,  which  require  as  cxceflhre  remedies. 
,:.  None  of  dte  Emperors  had  diired  to  ufe  ^y  fuch. 

This  honour  ^fas  refcrved  ibr  Chriftiantty,  and  it  coft 
nrany  efforts  and  much'  time  to  efftft  it  •,  fuch  pro- 
.  found  root  halctthe  evil  taken,  arid  To  ihuch  had  it 
eftabliflied  itfelf  by  the  long  prefcription  of  many  ages, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  world,   thar  thefe  combats 
:  were  acceptable  to  the  gods,  to  whom,*  for  that  ^a- 
fon,  they  otfefOd  the  blood  of  gladiators  liaitelytfpik  by 
way  of  facrifice,  as  feveral  of  the  fathdrs  obferve^    . 
Ci>nftantifie  the  Great  was  the  firft  Emperor,  whto 
•iTiadcilftws  to  p«>hibit:the  cruel  (hews  of  the'  gladia- 
tors.    La6tantius  had  r^refcnted  to  him  in  his  Infti- 
tutioF»,-an  admirable  work  which  he  iflfcrfbed  «> 
him,  how  much  Ihews  in  general,  but  efpecially  thofe 
'   of  the  gladiators,  were  dangerous  and  deftru6Mve\ 
All  the  authority  of  Conftantinc  did  riot  fuffice  for 
aboUftiing  ihem,  an  J  Hdnorius  was  oblj^ed  to  renew 
that  prohibition^     Prudentiu«,  the  Chriftian  poetj  in 
'  his  po^m  flgaiAft  Symmachus,.  had  exhorted  him  to 
•  deliver  Chriftianity  from  this  reproach :  but  the  Em- 

•  This  was  Dxmonax,  a  famniis  philofopher,,wliofc  dtfciple  Ludan 
liad  beiA  3  he  fiouriihed  ia  the  reign  oi  tke  Knipci  or  Marcuf  Au«- 
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peror  was  induced  to  it  by  a, particular  occafioq,  which 
the  reader,  I  believe,  will  not  be  offended  at  my  in- 
ferpng  here.     An  holy  hermit  of  the  eaft  named  Te-  Theodo- 
lemachus,  came  to  Rome,  where  the  phrenzy  for  the  "'*    * 
ihews  ftill  prevailed,  and  went  to  the.  amphitheatre 
like   the  reft, .  but  with  a  very  different  intention. 
When  the  combat  began  he  went  down  into  the  arena, 
and  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  prevent  the  gladi- 
ators from  killing  each  other.     This  was  an  unex- 
pcfted  light  which  much  offended  all  the  fpeftators. 
In  confequence,  full  of  the  fpirit  of  him  who  was  an 
homicide  from  the  beginning,  that  is  to  fay  of  the 
devil,  who  ajone  couM  infpire  men  with  this  barba- 
rpus  thirft  of  human  blood,  they  fell  upon  the  new 
combatant,  the  enemy  to  their  diveriiori,  and  ftoned 
him   to  death.     Honorius,  being  informed  of  what  , 
had    paflTed,    abfolutely  prohibited    fuch   pernicious 
fliews.     The  blood  of  the  martyr  obtained  that  from 
God,  which  ,the  laws  of  Conftantine  could  not  effeft  ; 
and  from  thenceforth  the  combats  of  gladiators  were 
heard' of  no  more  at  Rome.     "  Thus,  fays  Mr.  Til- 
lemont,  from  whom  I  have  extraftcd  this  account, 
God  crowned  even  before  men  an  aftion,  which  the 
wife  men  of  the  world,  and  perhaps  part  of  thofe  of 
the  church,  would  probably  have  condemned  as  an 
indifcretion  and  a  folly  ;  but  folly  from  God  is  wifer 
than  all  the  wifdom  of  men." 

All  the  holy  bifllops, .  all  true  believers,  had  the 
fame  horrpr  for  thefe  combats  of  the  gladiators  as 
this  generous  hermit.  "  *  How,  cries  out  St.  Cyprian, 
is  one  man  deprived  of  life  for  the  pleafure  ^nd  di- 
yerfion  of  another  ?  Is  knowing  how  to  kill,  an  art, 
a  fcience,  a  profefTion  ?  Murther  is  not  only  commit- 
ted, but  taught  by  rule.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
inhuman  ?  can  any  thing  be  more  horrid  f  To  learn 
to  kill,  is  difcipline,  and  to  put  it  in  pfadice,  glory/* 

•  Homo  in  horainis  voluptatcm  perimitur  :  &  ut  quit  poflit  occi- 
dcrc,  peritia  eft,  ufus  eft,  ars  eft  ?  Scclus  non  tantum  gcritur,  fed  do- 
.  cccur!  Q^nd  poteft  inhumanius,  quid  acerbius  did  f  Difciplina  eft,  ut 
, perimerc  quis  polFU :  ^  gloria  eft,  quod  peremit.    S.  Cyprian. 

R  2     .  LaOan* 
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Laftantius,  in  the  work  which  1  have  cited 
«  above,  fliews  how  criminal  thofe  are,  who  ^ift  at 
thefe  fights,  -f  If  the  pcrfon,  fays  lie,  who  is  prc- 
fent  at  a  miirther  [[without  preventing  it  if  he  can] 
makes  himfelf  an  accomplice  of  th^  trime,  and  S 
in  that  cafe,  the  witnefs  is  as  criminal  as  the  ^ITsCfliA, 
it  follows,  that  the  Ipeftator  of  thefe  combats  is  as 
much  a  murtherer,  as  the  gladiators  thetnfelves  *: 
that  confenting  to  the  effufion  of  blood,  he  is  ref. 
ponfible  for  it  as  well  as  he  that  fheds  it;  and  ap- 

E lauding  him  that  kills,  is  hiinfelf  deemed  to  haVt 
illed,  though  by  the  hand  of  anotlien    The  fhcm 
of  the  theatre  are  no  lefe  to  be  condemned, 

I  Ihall  conclude  this  brief  diftourfe  upon  the  com- 
bats of  the  gladiators,  with  repeating  a  fy&  from  St 
Auftin  upon  thisfubjeft,  to  which  I  defire  theferious 
attention  of  my  young  readers.  Alipes,  a  young  man 
of  one  of  the  bed  families  of  Tagafta  in  %Africa, 
where  St.  Auguftin  was  alfo  born,  went  to  Rome  lo 
ftudy  the  civil  law.  One  day  fome  young  perfons 
Kis  friends.  Who  alio  ftiidied  the  law,  meeting  him  l^y 
chance,  afked  him  to  go  with  them  to  fee  the  cona- 
.bats  of  the  gladiators.  He  rejefted  this  propofil 
with  horror,  having  always  had  an  exceeding  averiion 
for  fo  horrid  a  fight,  as  tJie  Ihedding  of  human  blood 
for  diverfion.  His  refiftance  only  made  them  the 
more  earneft  -,  and  ufing  that  kind  of  violence,  which 
is  fometimes  committed  between  friends,  they  carried 
him  with  them  whether  he  would  or  no.  *«  AVhat  arc 
**  you  doing,**  faid  he?  "  You  may  drag  my  body 
**  thither,  and  place  me  amongft  you  at  the  amphi- 
*"  theatre  :  but  can  you  difpofe  of  my  mind  andcycs^ 
**  and  make  them  attentive  to  the  fliew  ?  I  ihall  be 
«  there,  as  if  I  were  not  there,  and  (hall  triumph 
"  both  over  it  and  you."    They  arrived  at  the  ^Lm- 

t  Qjiod  f\  interefle  bomicidio,  fceleris  confcientuf  eft ; .  &  eodem  £i- 
cinore  fpedlator  obllri6lus  eft,  quo  &  admiflbr ;  ergo  ii  bis  gladiato- 
rum  fceferibuft  non  minits  cruore  perfunditur  qui  fpef^at^  qovm  iHe 
qui  faciti  nee  poteft  efTe  immunis  a  fanzine,  qui  voluit  eiluiidi,  aui 
videri  non  ihteifecine,  qui  interTeftori  &  favet,  6c  premium  poftula^ 
"vit, '  Qaid  fcena }  num  iazidtior  ?  Xaget.  in  Inftituit. 
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phitheatre,  and  found  it  in  the  height  of  the  ardor 
and  tranfpojt  of  thefe  barbarous  pleauires.    Alipes  at 
firft  (hut  nis  eyes,  and  prevented  his  foul  from  (bar- 
ing in  fo  horrible  a  phrenzy ;  and  it  had  been  happy 
for  hiip,  if  he  could  have  Ihut  his  ears  alfo  !  They 
were  ftruck  with  violence  by  a  cry  railed  by  the  whole 
peoiple  on  tHic  6ccafion  of  afnortal  wound  given  a  gla- 
diator.   Overcome  by  curiofity,  and  believing  himfelf 
fuperior  to  all  things,  he  opened  his  eyes,  and  re- 
ceived that  moment  a  greater  wound  in  his  foul,  thair 
the  gladiator  had  juflr  received  in  his  body.    ♦  As 
foon  as  he  faw  the  blood  run,  far  from  taking  off  his 
qres,.  as  hehad  flattered  himfelf  he  fhould,  he  fixed 
them  with  exceeding  eagernefs  upon  it,  and  intoxicat- 
ing himfelf,  without  knowing  it,  with  that  barbarous 
pleafure,  he  feci^ed  to  drink  deep  of  cruelty,  inhu- 
manity, and  phrenzy ;  fo  much  was  he  traniported 
out  of  himfelf.     In  a  word^  he  left  the  place  quite 
changed  from  what  be  ^  was  before,  and  with  fuch  a 
pa0]0n  for  the  fhews,  that  "he  breathed  nothing  elfe; 
and  from  thenceforth,    it  was  he  that  dragged  h\i 
companions  to  them. 

He  could  not,  and  did  not  deferve  to  quit  that 
abyfs,  like  many  others  that  perifh  in  it.  But  God, 
who  thought  fit  to  make  him  a  great  faint  and  biihop, 
and  to  teach  youth  by  his  example  tp  diffide  in  them- 
felves,  and  their  own  good  pefolutions,  and  to  avoid 
dangerous  affemblies,  after  having  fuffered  him  to 
iee  ^  his  weaknels,  cured  him  entirely  by  a  reflexion 
o£  St.  Auftin's  upon  the  combats  ot.  the  gladiators, 
which  feems  to  have  efcaped  that  faint  by  chance  in 
a  rhetorical  le£ture,  at  which  Alipes  was  prefent,  but 
which  was  the  effeft  of  God's  views  of  mercy  in  ref- 
peftio  him  from  all  eternity. 

*  Ut  vi^t  iUum  fanffUinem,  ixnmanit«tem  fimul  ebibit ;  k  non  fe 
anrtit,  fed  fixit  afpcman,  8c  hauricbat  furias  8c  nefeiebat»  8c  dele£ta-< 
bacvr  icelerd  certanuiiU,  8c  cruenpi  voioptate  iaeb^iaS^atur. 


R  3  THE 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


[246    3  , 

THE 

ROMAN    HISTORY. 


^OOK   TK»    TWELFTH. 

THIS  twelfth  book  contains  the  hiftory  of 
twenty- three  years,  from  the  end  of  the 
firft  Punic  war,  to  the  beginning  of  the  fecond. 

S  E  C   T,     I. 

^ ay  for  the  peace  with  Carthage  interrupted  by  the  troer^ 
flowing  of  the  Tihery  and  h  great  fire-  Cenfus.  ^wo 
jiew  Tribes.  Livius  Andronicus.  Games  called  Flo- 
ralia.  Wars  with  the  Ligurians  and  Gauls,  Revch 
of  the  Mercenaries  againfl  the  Carthaginians,  Sardi- 
nift  taken  from  the  Carthaginians  by  the  Romans.  Am- 
bajfadors  Jent  to  the  King  of  Egypt.  Arrival  of  Hier^ 
at  Rome.  Secular  games.  Expeditions  againfi  the 
.  Boii  and  Corjtcans.  Death  of  one  of  the  Ceft/ors, 
Rome  ccnfirrfs  the  peace  granted  to  the  Carthaginians. 
Sardinia  fubjcllcd.  Reflexions  upon  the  continual  wars 
of  the  Romans,  Veftal  condemned.  Cenfus.  The  poet 
N^us.  Differences  between  the  Romans  and  Car- 
fhaginians.  T'O^bles  occGfioned  by  a  law  propofei  by 
Flaminius.  Expeditions  againft  Sardinia  aniCorJka. 
Firft  trumpb  upon  the  Alban  mountain.  Cenfus.  ^euta 
fucc.eds  ker  kufhand  Agron  King  of  the  Ilhrians.  Com- 
pLin:s  to  the  Senate  concerning  their  piracies.  C^njks. 
Teuta  caiifes  a  Roman  Amb.nffadcr  to  be  killed.-  Ep^pe-t 
dition  of  the  Remans  into  Illyrium.  Treaty  of  pea^t 
bj^-joeen  the  Romans  and  Illyrians^ 
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Q.  LUTATIUS  Cj£RCO..  A.It.<it. 

*".'...  ,  Ant-.C* 

rLlifS.  »4x. 


^IANl 


'T^HE  joy  occafioned  at^Rome  by  the  glorious  Orof.  iv. 
•*-  peace,  which  had  lately  terminated  the  war  with  "• 
the  Carthaginians,  was,  interrupted  by  fad  and  unhappy 
events,  which  occafionied  infinite  damage  there.  The. 
Tiber,  fwoUca.  by  the  fudden  overflowing  of  feveral 
other  rivers  that  run  into  it,  overflowed  ahb  on  a  fud- 
den,  and  overfpread  great  part  of  the  city  with  fo 
violent  a  rapidity,  that  it  thre\v'  down  many  ediflccs. 
As  this  inundation  was  of  long  cf6ntinuance,  the  wa- 
ters, which  remained  a  great  while  in  the  low  parts 
of  Rome,  undermined  by  degrees  the  '  foundations 
of  the  houfes,  and  ocpafioncd'  nidny  of  them  to  fall 
down.  .      .  •  ...  i 

The  ovejflowing  of  the  Tiber  was  foon  followed  Llv.Epit. 
by  a  terrible  fire,  which  began  in  the  night,  but  how  J^^-  . 
was  not  known,  and  having  foon  made  its  way  into  ,,,°  *  *^' 
f?vcral  quarters  of  the  city,  deflroyed  a  great  num-'Plm-vH. 
ber  of  the  citizens  and  houfes.      This  conflagration  *^* 
coniumed  almoft  all  the  ftrufiurcs  round  the  Forum, 
and  amongft.the  reft  the  temple  of  Veffa.     Here  the 
ettrnal.  firq,    kept    by    the    Veftal    virgins,     gave 
place  to  a  tranlitory  one.     Thofe  priefteffcs,  having 
no  thoughts  but  of  efcaping  from  the  flames  by  flight, 
left  to  the  goddefs  the  care  of  preferving  herfclf,  and  ., 

all  that,  .belonged  to  her.     The  Pontitex  Maximus, 
L.  Cd^cUius  Metellus,   more  courageous  and  religi- 
ous tHan  the  veftals,  threw  himfelf.into  the  midil  of* 
the  flames,  and  brought  off  the  Palladium  (the  certain  * 
pledge,  in  .fhcir  fcnfe,  of  the  eternity  of  their  empire) 
and  the  other  facred  things.     He  loft  his  light,  and' 
had  half  one  of  his  arms  burnt  off  on  this  occafion. ' 
The  People,    to  reward  fo  gcneroUs  and  laudable  a  ^ 
zeal^  granted  him  the  Angular,  ,and  till  theji  unheard- 
of,  privilege,   of  being  carried  to  the  Senate  in  a  cha-* 

~R  4  riot. 
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A- R.  51X.  riot.     •  A  great  and  exalted  diftindion,  but  merited 
HI.     ^y  ^  ^^^  memorable  and  fad  event. 
•      '         In  the  Cenfus  made  this  year  by  C.  Aurdius  Cotta^ 
and  M*  Fabius'Buteo,  which  was  the  thirty-iiinth, 
the  number  of  the  citizecis  was  two  hundred,  and  fiicty 
.    thoufand. 

Two  new  tribes  added  to  thd  6M  ones',  the  VcKna 
and  Quirina,  compleated  the  number  of  thirty-five^  at 
which  the  tribes  continued,  fixed  from  thenceforth. 

This  would  be  the  proper  place  for  making  fomt 
obfervatioxis  upon  what. relates  to  the  tribes  of  Kome ; 
but  I  defer  foeaking  of  them,  till  I  come  to  the  end 
of  the  twelfth  book,  to  avoid  interrupting  the  chain 
of  our  hiftory. 
Liv.  Epit.     A  kind  of  frantic'  emotion,   which    induced  the 


XIX. 


Falifci  to  take  up  arms  againft  the  Romans,  obliged 
^?^'      the  latter  to  make  the  two  Confuls  march  againft 
them.     The  expedition  continued  only  fix  days.     It 
was  terminated  in  two  battles.     The  firft  was  doubt- 
ful:   in  the  fecond  the  Falifci  loft  two  thouf^itnd  men. 
So  confiderable  a  lofs  brought  them  to  their  realbn, 
and  they  furrendcred  themfelves  to  the  Rothans^  who* 
deprived  them  of  their  arms,  horfes,  part  of  their  ^f- 
fefts,   flaves,.  and  half  their  territory.     Their  city, 
which  by  its  natural  fituation,  and  tne  fortifications 
which  art  had  added  to  it,  had  inibired  tiiem  ^th  a' 
fcnfelefs  confidence,   was  removed  from  ihe  ftecp 
▼ai.  Max.  eminence  on  which  it  ftood  into  the  fiat  country.  The 
^*  '•        Roman  People,  exafperated  by  their  frequent  revbhs, 
intended  to  inflift  a  much  feverer  vengeance  upon 
them*,  but' being  informed  that  they  hadexprefsly 
declared  in  furrcndering,  that  it  was  not'to  thepo^r 
but  to  the  faith  of  the  Roman  People  they  Aibmitted, 
that  fingle  word  infl^ntly  calmed   their  rage*;  that 
they  might  .not  feem  to  be  wanting  to   th^  faith  of 
their  engagements  and  juftice. 

•  Magnum  &  fublime,  fed  pro  oculis  datum— Memonibili  cso^,  • 
fed  event  umiiero.    Plin.  vii.  43, 

C.  Clau-. 
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C,  ClAUDIUS  CenTHO-  KK.stz. 

M.  Sempronius  Tuditanus,  ''^f* 

This  jrcat  was  rcmartabk  for  new  (hews  of  the  Liv.  And* 
tfheatre,  wherein  the  poet  Livius  Andronicits  intro- ][][^*' 
duccd  tragedies  in  imitation  of  the  Greeks;  artd  by 
the  inftitiitiori  or  revival  of  the  games,  called  Floralri^ 
for  obtaining  the  fruits  o£  the  earth  in  abundanCcirom 
the  Gods.  Thefe  sames  were  celebrated  in  protefi  of 
fimc  with  exceflive Ticeritioufnefsi 

A  Lafiii  cdlony  was  how  fettled  at  Spolettnti,  a  city 
of  Umbria. 

C.  Mamilius  Tuitmus.  A.R.513. 

Q.  Valerius  FAlto.  ^  ^^  ^ 

This  year  id  ftoiousl  for  the  birth  of  thepoet^En- 
nius.     I  hive  rehM»d  elfcwherc  what  x$  known  of  his  ^^  ^^^ 
life  Md  wriiings, 

Ti.  .SEiii>«?6N^tir^GtL  A^ctrus.  a.  r.  514^ 

f.  VAtBRIUS  Falto-  ^l\^ 

Rome  had  two  wars  to  fufbih  under  thele  Coniuls  v 
the  one  agahift  cbe  Gauls^  who  weile  incejQantly  com* 
QuttiRg  hoitifitiesy  and  the  other  againft  the  *  Ligu* 
riansy  liew  enemies  to  her.  Valerius  loft  a  firft  battle 
flgaihff  the  Gasiisy  and  gained  a  fecond>  wherein  he 
I^d  forty  thoufand  of  the  enemy,  and  tooH  two 
diouiand  prifoners.  Gracchus  gained  a  confiderable 
yiStoij  over  thp  Liguriaiia,  and  ravaged  a  great  part  of 
their  cooiitry.  From  Liguria  he  went  to  Sardinia  and 
CorfioKj^  from  whence  he  brought  off  a  great  number 
ofprffdncfs. 

rromtbetitaty  of  peace  between  Rome  and  Car- Poiyb,  i 
thage,  which  put  an  end  to  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  ^""^^* 
Carthaginians  had  a  tilerribde  watr  upon  their  hands  itf 

A&m,  agaiiifk  the  meK^enxries^  whofe  revolt  brought 

^ -  -       /• 

*  Tbeir  coundy  exteadtd  M  far  a«  the  river  Arnus,  on  the  foutH 
oftheApeaninet. 

Carthage 
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A.R.  5J4-  Carthage  to  the  very  brink  of  dcftrudlion.     I  have  re- 
^^i.     latedthc  events  of  that  war  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Car- 

p«iyb.i.    thaginiahs, 

84-  '  In  the  extreme  danger  the  latter  were  in^  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  their  allies.  Hicro,  who 
was  very  attentive  to  the  events  of  that  war,  had  grant- 
ed the  Carthaginians  all  they  afked  of  him  ;  and  re- 
doubled his  pains,  when  he  faw  the  rapid  progrels 
made  by  the  ftrangers  5  rightly  perceiving  it  was  not 
for  his  intereft,  that  the  Carthaginians  moiild  be  ut- 
terly crufhed,  left  the  power  of  the  Ro;nans,  having 
no  balance,  Ihould  become  too  formidable  to  hitnfelf : 
In  which,  fays  Polybius,  his  wifdom  and  prudence 
may  be  difccrned.  For  it  is  a  maxim  ncJt  to  be  .neg- 
leded ;  that  a  power  is  not  to  be  fuffered  to  augpient 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  make  its  neighbours  incapable 
of  difputing  even  their  juft  rights  with  it. 

The  Romans,  OA  their  fide,  during  this  war  of  the 
Carthaginians  againft  the  ftrangers,  had  s^way^  a^^ed 
with  great  juftice  and  moderation  in  regard  to  the  for- 
mer. A  flight  quarrel  in  refped  to  fome  Roman 
merchants,  who  had  been  feized  at  Carthage  for  car- 
rying provifions  to  the  enemy,  had  embroiled  them. 
Bur  the  Carthaginians,  having  difcharged  thofe  citizens 
on  the  firft  demand,  the  Romans,  who  piqued  them- 
felves  upon  their  juftice  and  generofity  in  all  things, 
had  rcftored  -them  their  amity,  fcrvcd  them  in  all 
things  that  depended  on  them,  and  prohibited  their 
merchants  to  carry  provifions  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Carthaginians,     .      , 

^  The  mercenaries  in  Sardinioy  after  the  example  of 
thofe  in  Africa,  threw  off  the  yoke  of  obedience. 
They  began  by  murdering  Boftar,  who  commanded 
them,  and  all  the  Carthaginians  he  had  with  him. 
Another  General  was  fent  in  his  room.  Ail  the  troops 
he  brought  with  him  went  over  to  the  revolters^  cruci- 
fied him,  and  deftroyed  ail  the  Carthaginians  in  the 
ifland,  by  inf.lding  the  nxift  cruel  tonnenis.  .upon 
them.     Having  attacked  all  the  places  one  after  ano- 
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ther,  they  foon  made  thcmfelves  matters  of  the  whole  a.r.  514. 
country.  ^zlt?^ 

The  ifihabkants  of  the  ifland,  and  the  mercenaries, 
foon  quarrelled,  andcame  to  blows.  The  latter  having 
inefFedlually  implored  the  aid  of  the  Romans,  who 
would  not  at  diat  time  engage  in  a  war  manifeftly 
unjuft,  were  entirely  driven  out  of  the  ifland,  and 
took  refuge  in  Italy.  In  this  manner  the  Carthagini- 
ans loft  Sardinia.  Hitherto  the  Romans  had  aded  in 
an  irreproachable  manner  in  refpeft  to  them.  They 
had  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  ear  to  the  propofals 
made  by  the  Sardinian  revolters,  who  called  them  in 
to  take  poflcfllon  of  the  ifland.  They  even  carried 
their  delicacy  fo  far,  as  to  refufe  the  people  of  Utica 
for  fubjcfts,  though  they  came  of  themfclves  to  fiib- 
mit  to  their  power.  A  people,  capable  of  fuch  great 
generofity,  would  be  highly  laudable,  had  they  per- 
fcvered  in  it. 

The  Romans,  afterwards,  were  not  fo  delicate  ; 
and  it  would  be  hard  to  apply  here  the  favourable 
tcftimony,  which  Csefar  gives  of  their  faith  to  their 
engagements  in  Salluft  ♦.  "  Though  in  all  the  wars 
of  Africa,  fays  he,  the  Carthaginians  committed  a- 
bun  dance  of  breaches  of  faith  even  in  times  of  peace 
and  truce,  the  Romans  never  afted  in  the  fame  man- 
ner with  refpeft  to  them  ;  more  intent  upon  what  was 
worthy  of  them,  than  upon  what  juftice  would  admit 
them  to  do  againft  their  enemies." 

The  mercenaries  who  had  retired,  as  we  have  faid,^<*^)^-** 
into  Italy,  at  length  determined  the  Romans  to  make  ***  *^*    • 
themfclves  matters  of  Sardinia.     The  Carthaginians 
received  advice  of  this  with  extreme  forrow,  pretend- 
ing, and  not  without  reafon,  that  they  had  a  much 
jufter  right   to   Sardinia  than  the  Romans.     They 
therefore  raifed  troops  to  avenge  themfclves  on  thofe  ' 
who  had   made  the  ifland  taS^e   up   arms    againft 

*  Bellift  Panicis  omnibus,  clim  faepe  Carthaginenfet,  Sc  in  pac«  Se 
per  indusias,  multa  nefanda  facinora  fecifTent,  nunquam  ipfi  per  occa* 
iiopem  talia  feceret  magis,  quod  fe  dignum  foret,  quam  quod  in  illos 
jure fieri{>9iret,  quaerebant.    Sai.i,U8T.  in  bello  CaCilin. 

them« 
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^•5*4^  them.  *But  the  Romans,  under  pretext  that  thoiSe 
^8.^  preparations  were  made  againft  them,  ind  not  ag^ioff 
the  people  of  Sardinia,  declared  war  againft  Carua^. 
The  Carthaginians,  exhaufted  in  aU  reipeds^  and 
fcarce  begmning  to  refoire,  were  not  in  a  conditioiv 
to  fuftain  it.  ft  was  therefore  ncceflary  to  comply 
with  the  times,  and  fubmit  to  the  ftrongcft..  Thejr 
made  a  new  treaty,  by  which  they  abandoned  Sardinia 
to  the  Romans,  and  ensued  to  pay  a  new  Ham  of 
twelve  hundred  talents  (about  an  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  thoufand  pounds)  to  redeem  themfelves  from  the 
intended  war. 

It  is  difficult,  not  to  fay  impoflible,  to  juftify  or 
cxcufe  the  condud  of  the  Romans  u|)on  this  occar- 
fion.     They  had  at  firft,  as  we  have  (aid,  refufed  the 
offer  of  the  mercenaries  of  Sardinia,  becauie  it  would 
have  been  cbo  great  a  blot  in  their  reputation  to  have 
received  the  ifland  from  the  hands  of  tnofe  ufurpers,  as 
well  as  the  moft  grofs  and  infamous  infradion^  of 
treaty.    They  ftsud^  till  time  fhould  afford  them  an 
occaiion  of  war,  which  they  could- fupport  with  fomc 
colour  of  reafon,  and  they  believed  they  had  found 
it  in  the  preparations  made  by  the  C^thaginians  a* 
gainft  Sardinia ;    pretending,   that  they  ^ere  ara^hig 
againft  them.     But  what  probability  was  there^  ^at 
a  people  entirely  exhaufted,  as  thofe  of  Carthage  then 
were,  fhould  think  of  breakmg  the  treaty  of  peace, 
and  wantonly  attacking  the  Romans^»  more  poweil^l 
than  ever  they  had  been  ?  Where  is  that  faith,  that 
iqtegrity,  that  juftice,  that  magnanimity,  which  feme- 
times  do  the  Romans  To  much  honour  ?  Polyhius^ 
their  great  admirer,  makes  no  reflexion  upon  this 
conquei^  of  Sardinia,  and  concludes  his  account  of  it 
with  only  faying,    ^^  That  this  affair  had  no  confe- 
quence.''    It  had  none  immediately,  becaufe  the  Ro- 

j^  mans  were  the  ftrongeft :  but  was  one  of  the  princi- 

'"'*'pal  caufcs  of  the  fccond  Punic  war,  as  we  fhaO  fbon 
fee. 

L.  Cox- 
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L.  Ce&tf ELIII3  LiAnrxjLvs  Cavdinus.  '  a.r.s^s- 

Under  thefe  Confuls  there  were  fomc  wars  not  cofi- 
fidecable  ^gainft  the  Gauls  fettled  on  this  fide  of  the 
Poy  and  the  L4gujrians«  ..^^ 

Alpout  the  iafii^  time  Ambahadors  were  lent  to. 
Pttflomy  King  of  Egypt  (this  was  Ptolomy  Euer^tes,  ul**^ 
.  cbe  ion  of  Ptolomy  Philadelphus)  to  offer  him  aid  a* 
g^ft  Antiochus  King  of  Syria,  furnfuned  3|of,  God, 
with  whom  they  believed  him  (till  at  war :  buc  he 
had  made  an  accommodation,  which  difpeafed  with 
his  accepting  the  aid  that  was  offered  him. 

jlome  was  eixceedingly  rejoiced  to  fee  Hiero  King  ibid. 
of  Symcufe  arrive  there,  a  Prince  attached  to  the 
Xlommonwealth  by  the  tics  of  a  fmcere  amity,  and  an 
inrielable  fidelity.  £utropius  fays,  that  be  came  to 
Rome  1^  fee  the  Secular  games,  which,  according  to 
ibme  authors,  were  really  ,to  be  celebrated  the  year 
fdliowtHK  for  the  third  time,  and  for  which  they  were 
then  makif^  preparations.  In  order  to  make  plenty 
reign  at  Rome,where  there  was  to  be  a  great  concouiie 
cf  pelade  of  many  countries,  that  generous  Prince 
maae:ijhe  Roman  People  apreient  of  two  hundri^d 
thou&fid  bui^els  of  corn.  I  ffiall  explain  the  cere- 
monies obferyed  in  thefe  games  at  the  end  of  this 

P.,  'CoEMKt.rus  Lentulus  CACnmu^.  A.  R.  51^. 

'CXiCINIUsYaRUS.  Ant.C. 

M.  %niilius^and  M.  Livius  Salinator  were  nomi- 
nated to  prefide  in,  and  have  the  care  of,  the  Secular 
games. 

The  war  with  the  Boti,  with  which  Lentulus  was 
charged,  ^as  terminated  without  cofting  the  Romans 
any  blood,  by  a  bloody  divifion  which  arofc  fuddcnly 
between  the  JBoii,  and  the .  auxiliary  troops  they  had 
called  in  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps. 
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^R.5i^*  LLcinius  had  fent  M.  Claudius  Glicias  before  him 
^Ji^  •  into  Corfica  with  part  of  hi«  miops.  The  ktter,  for- 
getting who  he  was,  had  the  fenfeiefs  and  crinrinal 
vanity  to  dcfirc  that  the  glory  of  terminating  this 
war  might  be  afcribed  to  him,  and  concluded  a  tueaty 
with  the  Corficans  upon  his  perfonal  authority.  When 
Licinius  arrived  with  the  reft  of  his  army,  he  paid  no 
regard  to  a  treaty  made  without  authority.  He  at- 
tacked the  Corficans  with  vigour,  and  fubjefted  them. 
Claudius,  the  author  and  guarantee  of  the  peace,  was 
delivered  op  to  them  3  and  as  they  refiifed  to  receive 
him,  he  was  put  to  death  in  prifon. 

The  Cenfus  was  not  compleated  this-  year,  becaofe 
one  of  the  Cenfors  died  in  his  office. 
«<mar.  Corfica  and  Sardinia,  at  the  fecret  inftigatiohs  of 

wl  the  Carthaginians,  who  gave  them  hopes  o?  apowcr- 
orof-  iv.  fui  2Lid,  prepared  to  take  up  arms  again.  As  thofc 
Diod.  in  two  idands  were  veiy  weak  of  thcmfclves,  their  revolt 
Fxccrpt.  did  not  much  alarm  Rome:  butflie  was  not  without 
*''  apprchenfion  of  feeing  a  new  war  break  out  wi?h  the 

Carthaginians.  To  fruftrate  the  effect  of  it  by  being 
beforehand  with  them,  it  was  refolved  to  le^  troops 
without  lofs  of  time.  On  the  firft  rumour  of  this  the 
Carthaginians,  amongft  whom  the  news  hadoccafion- 
ed  an  univerfal  alarm,  having  font  deputies  after  de- 
puties to  Rome,  at  laft  difpatched  ten  of  th^priacipai 
perfons  of  the  city,  with  orders  to  employ  the  moft 
earneft  and  moft  humble  entreaties,  to  obtain,  that 
they  might  be  fuffered  to  enjoy  the  peace,  which  the 
Roman  People  had  granted  them.  As  they^fere  not 
heard  more  favourably  than  the  firft  deputies,  Hanno, 
the  youngeft  of  the  Ambafladors,  intrepid  and  full 
of  a  noble  pride,  took  upon  him  to  fpeak,  and  faid 
in  a  lively  and  bold  accent :  "  Romans,  if  you  are 
"  determined  to  refufe  us  the  peace  we  have  bought 
*'  of  you,  not  for  one  or  two  years,  but  for  ever,  rc- 
"  ftore  Sicily  and  Sardinia  to  us,  which  were  the  price 
>  *'  we  paid  for  it.  Amongft  private  perfons,  when 
**  any  tiling  is  bought,  it  is  not  a6ting  with  honour 
"  and  honefty  to  keep  the  goods  and  not  reftore  the 
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**  money.**    The  compariibn  was  juft  and  unanfwer-  A^  r.  516. 
•  able  :  and  the  Romans  accordingly,  left  fo  flagrant  an     ^J^,^* 
injufliice  Ihould  entirely  difgrace  them  with  the  ne^h- 
bourmg  nations,  gave  the  Ambafladors  a  favourable 
anfwer,  and  lent  them  back  fatisfied. 

C.  Atilius  Bulbus  II.  A.R.-iy, 

T.  MaNLIUS  ToRQUATUS*  Ant.C. 

Manlius,  to  whom  Sardinia  had  fallen  by  lot,  hav^ 
ing  defeated  the  enemy  on  ieveral  occafions,  fubjedted 
the  whole  ifland  to  the  Romans  ;  which  acquired  him 
the  honour  of  a  triimiph. 

Rome  at  that  time  had  neither  enemies  nor  war, 
which  had  not  happened  for  almoft  four  hundred, 
and  forty  years,  and  the  temple  of  Janus  was  ihuc 
for  the  fecond  time*,  a  ceremony  which  iniplicd  2t  ge- 
neral peace.  It  had  been  (hut  for  the  firft  time  in  the 
reign  of  Numa ;  and  will  not  be  fo  for  the  third  till 
that  of  Auguftus. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  how  Rome,  that  at  firft 
was  neither  very  rich  nor  very  powerful,  could  fuftain 
continual  wars  during  fo  many  years,  without  having 
ever  had  time  to  take  breath ;  how  ftic  could  fupport 
che  expences,  which  were  a  neceflary  confcquence  of 
them  ;  and  how  the  Roman  citizens  came  not* to  be 
tired  of' wars,  which  drew  them  away  from  their  fa- 
milies, and  made  them  incapable  of  cultivating  their 
lands,  in  the  product  of  which  their  whole  riches 
confifted. 

Wc  muft  remember,  that  the  Romans,  properly 
(peaking,  were  a  nation  of  foldiers,  born,  to  ufe  the 
expreffion,  in  the  midft  of  arms,  enemies  to  repofe 
and  inaftion,  and  breathing  nothing  but  wars  and  bat- 
tles! In  the  early  times  ofthc  Commonwealth,  till  the 
fiege  of  Veii,  the  wars  were  very  fliort,  and  often  of 
not  above  ten  or  twenty  days  duration.  They  in- 
fbmtly  took  the  field,  gave  battle,  and  the  conquered 
enemy,  to  prcierve  their  territory  from  farther  ravages, 
made  their  accommodation,  and  the  Romans  returned 

home. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136  ATtUUB,  MAmjm^  Cocfiik 

A.R.  517*  home*  From  the  cflaUifluncnt  of  pay  for  cM  iot« 
^^v^*  dices,  and  dieajugmentaaon  of  thcRomw  dominioiiSy 
^^^'  die  campaigns  were  longer,  but  thfy  itfuatty  4.id  not 
exceed  fiximondis,  Jbecaufe  it  yr^  the  interdl  pf  the 
Confuls,  who  conunanded  the  arm^'^s  tP  tecinioate 
the  war  fpeediljr,  in  order  to  have  the  honour  of  tri- 
umphs. 

As  to  what  regards  the  ei^nces  neceifary  for  pay- 
ing and  fubfifting  the  troops,  it  is  obfervabre,  that 
die  wars  which  ruin  andexhauft  QCber /States,  ioriched 
the  Romans,  as  well  in  refpeft  to  the  public,  as  in- 
dividuals.  Thofe  who  quitted  Rome  very  poor,  ofben 
returned  very  rich  in  the  fpailscfaey  had  taken  durvog 
the  campaign,  dtfafu*  in  die  tovjis  carried  by  aflault, 
or  in  the  camps  of  the  enettiies,  which  tfacy  iiad  forcod  i 
of  which  the  Confuls,  in,  order  to  conciliate  the  &roiir 
of  the  troops,  often  granted  them  the  plunder;  and 
the  hopes  of  this  recompence  was  a  very,  itrong  b^ 
a  powerful  attra&ion,  which  made  them  fuftain  the 
rudeft  fatigues,  not  only  with  patience  but  with  joy. 

The  war  was  hot  leTs  ufefiil,  nor  leis  lucrative  to 
the  State,  th^  to  pardcuhrs*  When  the  conquered 
enemies  demanded  peace,  it  was  an  ufual  preliiritnary 
to  require  of  them,  that  they  ihould  begin  by  retm- 
burfing  all  the  expences  of  the  war ;  zsad  the  Roman 
People,  by  the  conditions  of  the  treaty,  ufually  oWg- 
ed  them  to  pay  funas  more  or  Ids  cqn&iehubfe,  in 
order  to  weaken  and.keep  them  within. the. bounds  of 
fuhjc^ion  fay  this  kindof  pecuniary  puoifhcient,  that 
often  compleated  their  ruin,  and  made  themino^aUe 
of  foon  taking  up  arms  again*.  The  Generab  on  their 
fide,  who  had  no  thought  of  inriching  themftlvxa  but 
the  State,  by  the  fpoils  wluch  they  took  from  the  ene- 
my, piqued  themfelves,  on  entering  Rome  in  triumph, 
upon  expofing  the  gold  and  filver,  which  they  brought 
.back  from  their  expeditions,  to  ihe  eyes  of  the  peo^» 
and  caufed  to  be  carried  into  the  pi;d>lic  treafiiry* 
Thefe  reafons,  and  many  others,  which  £br  the  &ke  of 
.brevity  J  omit,  fhew,  that  it  is  no  wonder,  the  Ro- 
mans were  almoft  always  under' arms,  without  Jbeinff 
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difgufted  by  fb  rode  and  laborious  a  condition.  Be«  A.k.  517- 
fides  which,  all  thefc  waw,  in  the  defign  of  Providence,  ^^!' f ' 
which  deftined  the  RoniUn  People  to  be  the  future 
ibver^gfss  of  the  whote  worid,  were  a  kind  of  appren- 
ticelUp  to  ijhem,  during  which  they  were  preparing 
dien^lfti;  without  knowing  it,  and  by  a  kind  of  in- 
tdn&^  for  the  great  conqudfe,  which  were  to  fubjcdt 
all  the  kingdoms  and  empires  of  the  world  to  them. 

The  general  peace,  which,  as  we  faid  before,  the 
Romans  enjoyed,  was  n^  of  long  duration.  It  was 
inierrupted  fome  few  months  after,  out  of  Italy 
by  Corfica  and  Sardinia,  and  in  Italy  by  the  Ligu- 
riank 

L.  PosTyMius  AtiiN'tfs.  A.R.  sts. 

Sp,  GAiLyitius  Maximus*  Ant.C. 

Thcfe  three  wars  were  terminated  in  a  (hort  rimc> 
and  without  abundance  of  diificulty,  by  the  tw9  Con- 
fuls  and  the  Praetor  Poftumius. 

The  vettal  Tuccia,  coAvifted  of  havine  abandoned 
herfelf  to  a  flave,  killed  herf^lf  to  avoid  m?  ufual  pu- 
nUhment,  to  which  flie  had  been  qondemned.^    . 

The  Cenfors  this  year  made  all  the  citizens  of  age 
to  marry,  fwear,  that  they  would  take  wives  in  order 
to  fuppily  the  Commonwealth  widi  fubjedls.  This 
lingular  and  unufual  conduft  jgives  room  to  conjcfture^ 
that  the  number  of*  the  'Roman  citizens  had  been 
found  by  the  Cenfus  to  b6  confiderably  diminillied.  ! 

The  poet  Ch.  Naevius  of  Cwipania,  who  had  ferved 
in  the  firft  Punic  war,  gave  his  firft  dramatic  pieces 
'to  the  public  this  year.  .  ,  . 

Q^  Fabius  Maximus  Verrucosus.  ^^'  sn* 

M.  PoMPONIUS  MaTHO.  .'  233.  ' 

The  Fabius  elefted  Conful  for  the  firft  time  this  |"^t.  in 
year,  is  the  famous   Fabius  Maximus,  of  whom  we  *  *^'*^*' 
ihall  ibon  fpeak  in  the  War  with  Hannibal,  and  who 
will  do  the  Comihonweate  fiich  great  fervices.     He 
was  called  Verrucofus  from  a  littl«  wart  upon  his  lip. 

Vol.  hi;  S  He 
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A.  R.  519.  He  was  called  alfo  Ovicula  in  his  infafKry^  that  is  t^ 
asj.^  fay.  Little  Sheep,  upon  account  of  his  ttodemeis  andi 
fweetnefs  of  temper,  and  feeaiing  itupidity.  For  hi& 
compofed  and  calm  turn  of  mind,  his  filence,  the 
little  paffion  which  he  had  for  the  plea&ircs  of  hi» 
years,  the  flownefs  and  difEculty  with  which  he  learnt 
what  was  taught  him,  his  fweetnefs  of  difppfition  and 
complacency  for  his  companions,  pafled  in  i  the  fenfe 
of  thofe,  who  did  not  examine,  nearly  idto  him,  for  fo 
many  marks  of  duUneis  and  h^eavinefs  of  genius.  Only 
a  very  fmall  number  of  the  more  difcerning  faw,  thro' 
that  ferious  and  gr^ye  aiX),  a  profundity  of  good  lenfe 
and  judgment,  and  througfi  that  charafter  of  flow- 
nefs and  inaAivity,  incomparable  magnanimity  and 
the  courage  of  a  lion.  -AStnited  aft^rwards^  and,  to 
ufe  the  expreflion,  rou2«d  tythe  fta«  of  ^  things,  he 
fully  convinced aJl  the. world,  that  wh^t  they, had  taken 
for  flownefs  'aiid  inmian^in  Kim,  was  gravity  v  what 
they  called  timidity,  was  wife're,ferve  and  prudence  i 
and  what  pafled  for  want  of  aftivity  and  bpldriets,  waS 
only  conrtancy. and' refolutiOfl/  ,  -..-^     • 

Sardinia  and  Ligafid  ftvblted  a|;iin..  .Ligufia  fell 
by  lot  toFabitis,  and  Sardinia  to  Pomponiiis/  ,  As  the 
Carthaginians  were  flifpefted  tii  excite  ,thel^  defd^tlons 
undcrharicf,.  BLome  fcnt  Ambafladofs  to.  theift,  uijdef 
pretext  of  demanding  the  fums,  which;  they  had  'en- 
gaged to  pay  at  diftef-eAt  tinies/  They,  alfo  fgrbade 
them,  in  very  rough  tefm^,  to' intermeddle  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  iflands  beloAgifi^  \6  thq  Roman  People ; 
with  menaces  to  declare  war  againft  them  if  they  dif- 
obeyed.  The  Carthaginians  were  recovered  from  their 
alarms,  and  had  began  to  refiSitie  courage,  fince  A- 
milcar  their  General  had  not  X)nly  quelled  the  fevcral 
people  of  Africa,  who^  had  revolted,  but  had  alfo 
augmented  confiderably'  the  dominions  of  Carthage 
by  the  vidories  which  he  had  gained  in  Spain.  They 
anfwered  the  Ambafladors  therefore  with  haughtinefs^ . 
and  as  the  latter,  according  to  their. inftruftions,  prc- 
fcnted  them  with  a  dart  and  a  caduceus,  the  fymbols 
qf  war  and  pcaccj,  adding,  that   they  had   to  chufe 
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either  the  one  or  the  other ;  they  replied,  that  they  ^-R-  5j9» 
wimld  not-  make  that  choice;  but  would  accept  233/ 
whichibever  of  the  two  the  Romans  fhould  think  fit  to 
leaVethem.  *  Sonatas  relates  this  fa6b  thus,  who  is 
a  writer  of  no  great  authority.  The  thing  in  itfelf  .  is 
little  probable.  The  Romans  were  too  haughty  to 
TO  tiack  after  fixh  advances;  And  the  refenxblance 
between  what  Zoiiaras  tells  us  here,  and  the  di^clarar 
don  of  war,  which  followed  the  taking  of  $a@Mntum« 
cannot  but  render  his  account  fufpedbed.  They  part- 
ed then  without  determining  any  thing,  and  with  a 
mutual  hatred,  on  both  lides  in  their  hearts,  that 
waited  ontyibr  an  occafion  to  ihew  itfelf.  The  in- 
habitants of  Sardinia,  and  the  Ligurians,  iiiere  eafily 
defeated  by  .the  Confuls,  who  acquired  the  honour  of 
triumphs  by  their  fereral  expeditions.  They  were 
overcome,  but  not  finally  fubdued,  and  took  up  gripis 
again  the  next  year,  but  with  no  great  fucoefs. 

M.  JEuiLivs  Lbfidus.  .  ^^^  ^*?* 

M.  PuBxicius  Mallboltts.  *3»- 

.  Thcdomeftic  feuds  between  the  Senate  arid  People,  f^i!^**^ 
which  had  been  founded  by  the  war  againft  the  Car-  Vai.*  Max* 
thaginians,  were  revived  this  year,  on  the  occafion  ^-  ♦• 
of  a  law  pfopoled  by  CFlaminius,.  Tribune  of  the 
People,  for  ):he '•  diftribution  of  certain  lands  in  th^ 
temtoxies^of  the  Picentini  and  Gauls,  which  had  ber 
longed  to  the  Senones/  The  Senate  ilrbngly  oppofed 
this  law,  as  th<py/forsfaw,  that  its  con&quences  might 
^  very  pemicidns'  to  the  Commonwealth,  in  exafpe- 
rating  the  Gaul^s,  and  fupplying  them  with  a  pretext 
for  taking  up  arms  againft  the  Romans  ;  which  the 
remembrance  of  what  they  had  fufFered  from  them, 
made  the  Fathers  extremely  apprehend.  They  tried 
entreaties  and  threats  on  this  account,  but  always  to  no 
.purpofe.  They  went  fo  far  as  to  order  the  magiftrates 
to  kttp**  troops  in  readinefs  to  oppofe  the  violence  of 

•  Zoaaras  lived  in^  tjic  Xllth  ccntufy,  about  the  year  iiao,  ^ 
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A.  R.  520.  the  Tribune.  But  die  tenacious  hauglMtiiefr  of  FIsU 
^j;.  *  minius  woukl  neither  be  prrvaikd  ujlon  by  pray«K% 
nor  fhaken  by  menaces.  He  paid  o^  gseater  r^gant 
to  the  wife  remonftrtoces.  of  his  £ttfaer,  wha  espoftii^ 
lated  with  him  at  firft,  how  wvone  it  wm  Co  fet  htmr 
iclf  upas  he  did,  for  die  head  or  a  cab*l ;  aad  tbcii 
he  talked  fio  him  iaftroi^r  terms^  as  a  father  has  a 
right  to  fpeak  to  hia  fon.  The  Ttibime  perfiAed 
fimily  in  nis  refoludon ;  and  liairiii^  aflemhled  tho 
People,  Jtad  already  beoaato  read  bt  law^  when  his 
father,  tranfported  wkn  juft  tndignadodf  advwiced 
towards  the  tribunal  of  kirangoes^  add  letting  him 
hold  by  the  band,  made  him  come  down,  and  go 
away  wid^  him.  i  do  not  know  whetter  there  ht  A 
fadl  in  hiftory,  diat  iwtter  fliews  how.  gieat^  and  bow 
much  re^edted,  patecnal  authority  waa  at  Rome; 
This  Tribune,  wiio  kad  defpifixi  the  iadignattim  and 
menaces  of  the  srhole.  Senate,  la  Jthc  nxy.heat  of 
contention,  and  before  the  eyes  of  the  People,  fo 
zealous  for  the  law  he  ptopofed,  /  fisfiffs(  Kioiftlf  to 
be  taken  away  from  the  Tribunal  like  achiid.  by  i&e 
hand  of  an  old  man  :  and,  which  b  no  ids  admirable, 
theaiftmbty,  wh&b.&w  its  hopes  intiwly  frufltra^ted 
by  the  removal,  of  the  Tribiloc,,  comiaued  qtiiety  witi»' 
out  (hewing  by  r  the .  Icrail  mtirmur  or  €onif4iNint^  that 
they  <:ondemned  an  a&km.  fo  bold^  aipd  ia  appear^ 
ance  fo  contrary  to  its;  tnterdb.  But  the  pfatnul^;»ttAn 
of  ^s^  law  was  .only:  vddmed»'.  and  anraifr  Tn^oe 
having  joined  Flandei^us,  it  was  pafied  ibon  after. 
According  to  Polybios  it  became  wry  pernicious  to 
the  Roman  People,  and  occafiooed:  the. war  nnade  a^ 
gainft  diem  by  the  Gaula  about  eight  yeara  after. 

AR-sm         M.  PoMFOin  us  Matho. 

Ant.  C. 

131.  C.  Papirius  Maso. 

Thefe  two  Conftds  fet  out,  theone  Qgaitift  Strdtaia, 
ai\d  the  other  againft  Cqrfica :  .  expeditious  whiA 
gave  the  Roman  troops  moi'e  trouble  diAn  tE^  did 

tJiem 
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thtm  honour  at  firft.   But  at  kngth  they  were  reduced ^R-  Sh- 
into provinces  of  the  Roman  People.  ^|;.  * 
i  A  divorce  waa  fcen  this  year  at  Rome  for  the  firft  Dion.  HaU 
time.     Sp.  Carvilius  Ruga  repudiated  his  wife,  ^^o^yj^^i/i^x. 
he  however  loved  exceedingly,  iblely  upon  account  ii.  i*. 
of  her  barrenneis ;  to  which  he  was  determined  by 
the  regatxl  he  had  for  the  oath  he  had  taken,  as  well 
as  the  reft  of  the  citizens,  to  marry  in  order  to  have 
ehtldren,  and  to  propagate  fufageAs  for  the  Common- 
wealth.    Though  he  adted   thus  through  a  kind  of 
necedfity,  and  with  the  advice  of  his  friends,  his  con* 
di2d  was  univerfally  condemned,  and  rendered  him 
extremely  odious. 

Another  novelty  appeared  this  year.  The  Conful^**^*^^'-^* 
Papirius  pretended  to  have  deferved,  and  in  cohfe- 
quence,  demanded  a  triumph  for  having  reduced  Cor« 
fica:  the  Senate,  however,  refufed  him  that  honour* 
He  aiTumed  it  himfelf,  and  triumphed  on  the  Albah 
mountain :  an  example  which  was  afterwards  followed^ 
and  became  fufficiently  common. 

M.  ^MILIUS  BarB^LA.  A.R.^xt. 

,       M.  Junius  Pera.  Anr.  c. 

a  30. 

The  forty-firft  Cenfus  was  taken  this  year. 

The  Confuls  were  charged  with  thp  war  againft 
die  Ligurians,  which  had  no  confequence  at  that  time. 

Another  war  in  a  country,  into  which  the  Romans 
had  not  penetrated  hitherto,  employed  their  attention,  p^iyi,. ;;. 
This   was  lUyricum,  the  fame  as  is  now  -called  the  9^- 
coafts  of  Dalmatia.    This  region  was  divided  amongft  ^j?-]^* 
feveral  States.     The  Ardysei,  one  of  thcfe  nations, 
had  (bme  time  before  a  King,  whoie  naihe  was  Agron, 
.who  had  made  himfelf  nK>re  powerful  than  any  of  his 
predeceflbrs.     This  King,  who  was  lately  dead,  left 
an  infant  fen,  called  Pineus,  under  the  tuition  of  his 
fecond  wife  Teuta,  that  was  not  the  young  Prince's 
mother,  and  neverthelefs  adminiftered  the  government 
in  quality  of  guardian  and  regent  during  Ins  minority. 

Under  this  adminiftration    the  Illyrians  exercifed 

with  entire  liberty,  and  even  by  public  authority,  the 

S3  occupa- 
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A.R.5*»occupation  of  Corfairs  throughout  fhe  Adriatic  (ei^ 
^^o^'  and  on  the  coafts  of  Greece ;  and  ambngft  other  pira- 
cies took  feveral  merchants  of  Italy,  who  fet  outirom 
the  port  of  Brundufium,  and  even  killed  fome  of  them. 
The  fcnate  at  firft  laid  no  great  ftrefs  upon  the  com- 
plaints brought  againft  thefe  pirates.  But  as  their 
infolence  encreafed  every  day,  and  with  it  the  com- 
plaints of  the  injured,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fend 
Ambaffadors  to  demand  fatisfaftion  for  federal  grie- 
vances that  were  fpecified,  and  in  particular  to  declare, 
that  the  Romans  had  taken  the  little  ifland  of  Ifla  * 
into  their  proteftion.  The  Illyrians  infulted  it  in  every 
manner,  becaufe  it  had  renounced  their  alliance,  and 
aftaally  befieged  it  in  form. 

At  this  jundrure  the  Roman  Ambafiadors,  Caius 
and  Lucius  Coruncanius,  arrived^  At  their  audience, 
they  complained  of  the  injuries  their  merchants:  had 
fuftained  from  the  lUyrian  Corfairs.  The  Queen  fuf- 
fered  them,  to  fpcak  without  interruption,  afiuming 
airs  of  pride  and  haughtinefs.  When  they  had  done, 
(he  made  anfwer,  that  for  her  part  Ihe  would  not  give 
the  Romans  any  caufc  of  complaint,  nor  fend  any 
pirates  againft  them ;  but  that  it  was  not  the  cuftom 
of  the  Kings  of  lUyricum  to  prohibit  their  fubjefts 
from  cruizing,  at  fea  for  their  private  advantage.  On 
thofe  words,  the  youngeft  of  the  Ambafladors  w^ 
feized  with  indignation,  and  with  a  liberty  Roman  in- 
deed, but  not  proper  at  that  time,  *«  Amongft  us, 
♦*  Madam,  faid  be,  one  of  our  nobleft  cuftoms,  is  to 
♦'  avenge  in  common  the  injuries  done  to  particulars  $ 
*'  and,  with  the  favour  of  the  Gods,  we  Ihall  aft  in 
"  fuch  a  manner  as  (hall  foon  induce  you  to  reform 
^*  the  cuftom  of  the  lUyrian  Kings."  The  Queen, 
like  an  haughty  violent  woman,  was  fo  fenfiblfftung 
with  that  anfwer,  that  without  regard  to  the  law  ^ 
nations,  fhe  ordered  the  Ambaffadors  to  be  followed 
and  killed  with  part  of  their  train  :  the  reft  were  impri- 
foned  ;  and  ihe  carried  her  cruelty  fo  far,  as  to  burn 

•  Tbis  jAand  U  fituatej  in  the  Adriatic  gulf. 

the 
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flic  pilots f«f  the  Ihips  that^Kad*  brought -rfiem -from  a.  r.5»», 
Ila^.     It  is  eafy^to  conceive,  how  much  the  Romans  ^\^' 
were  inceiriedy  whten  they  ?eieived  advice  of  fo  bar-piinr* 
barous  a  ftft.  •  Th^  fir{k  thing  they  did,  nvas  to  do**^*«  ^• 
honour  to  tKe  memory  of  '  lite  Ambaflkdors,  by  cre£t- 
itig  them  ftftciies  m  the  Forum.    At  the  fame  time 
they  made  preparations  £)r  war,  levied  tro4>ps^ :  fitted 
out  a  fleet,  and  declared  imiragainft  the  lUyrians  in  all 
the  forms*  '  it.,.         r 

•  TheQpeeri  began  therijto  be  in  grcatalarm.  She 
w^  a  ivbit^an:  g£  amazing  levity,  and  inconftancy  of 
mind,  and  had  nothing  fixed  and  certain  in  her  na- 
ture^ and'frojn  the  ptpudeft  and  rafheft  audacity,  fell 
immediately  into  the  meanefidifcouragement^  and  moib 
abje6t  fear.  -Accordingly,  when  flie  faw  herfclf  upon 
the  point  of  having  fo  formidable  a  power  upon  her 
hands,  fhe  ient  deputies  to  the  Romans,  with  oflfcrs 
to  reftoreaU  thole  who  had  been  made  prifoners,  and 
were  ftill  living';  and  farther  to' declare,  that  the  pi- 
rates had  killed  fome  Romans  without  her  orders.  It 
is  probable  that  (he  raifed  the  fiege  of  Ifla.  Though 
the  fatisfa(5lion  was  but  flight,  and  did  not  anfwer  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  committed  by  the  lUyrians,  as 
it  gave,  room  to  hope  that  the  affair  mi^ht  be  termi- 
nated without  taking  arms,  or  fliedding  blood,  Rome 
accepted  it  for  the  prefent,  fuipended  the  departure  of 
the  troops,  and  only  demanded,  that  the  authors  of 
the  murder  ftiould  be  delivered  up.  This  delay  made 
the  Queen  refume  her  former  charafter.  She  flatly 
rcfufeS  to  deliver  up  any  perfon  whatfoever  to  the 
Romans ;  and  to  a6b  conformably  to  that  refufal,  flie 
made  her  troops  let  out  to  befiege  Ifla  again. 

L.  P08TUM!US  AlBIMUS  II.      .  •A.R.523. 

Cn.  FuLvius  Centimalus.  ^^l'^' 


229. 


In  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  Teuta  having  caufed 

a  great  number  of  ftiips  to  be  built,  had  fent  them. 

to  ruin  the  country  of  Greece.     Part  of  them  failed 

S  4  .  » 
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A.  R.  5»f«  to  ^  Corqrra,  (now  CudbU)  and  the  ttft  wdmfol  A 
ai^ '  t  Epidamnum.  The  Uttw,  who  inteackd  to  fur- 
prize  th^city^  haying  £uJied  in  that  deA^  rgoiacd 
the  former,  and  repaired  to  Corqrra*  whtch  caUfxi  in 
the  Achsans  and  Etofiana  to  its  auL  .  After  a^rode 
b^e  at  fea,  in  which  the  teople  of  Iii|ticwii>  fv^ 
ported  by  the  Acamaniam^wkd  die  advamag^Corcyra 
being  no  longer.tn.a  condition  to  fii^ain  tbe  atcick  of 
the  enemy,  capitulated,  and  received  a  garrifoii,  ooqh 
manded  by  Demetrius  of  |  Pharos*  The  lUyrians 
then  returned  to  Eptdamnum»  whidi  they  beucged 
again. 

The  Romans,  as  may  eafily  be  judged^  did  not 
continue  quiet.  The  Conful  took  the  fidkl.  Ful* 
yius  had  the  command  of  the  fleet,  which  confifled 
of  two  hundred  (hips,  and  Poftumius  his  coUegue  that 
of  the  land-wny^  Fulvius  iaiied  6rft  to  Corcyra,  be- 
fieviog  he  fhould  arrive  in  time  to  its  aid.  But  tho* 
the  city  was  furrcndered,  be  did  not  abandon  his  firft 
defign,  as  well  for  the  fiUte  of  knowing  exaAly  what 
had  pai&d  there,  as  becaufe  he  held  intelligence  with 
Demetrius.  For  the  latter  having  been  diflenred  with 
Teuta,  and  fearing  her  refentmeot,  had  given  the 
Romans  to  undetftand,  that  he  would  deliver  up 
Corcyra,  and  all  under  his  command,  to  them.  The 
Romans  landed  in  the  iflaad,  and  the  Corcyreans  de- 
Evered  op  the  Illyrian  gairifon ;  and  the  who^  illand 
fubmitted>  conceiving  that  the  only  method  to  fecuro 
themfeives  for  ever  from  the  infults  of  the  Illyrians. 

The  Romans  having  fitted  out  a  powerful  fleet,  and 
at  the  fame  time  fent  a  land-artny  into  Teuta's  domi* 
nions,  on  the  one  fide  cleared  all  the  pofts  occupied  by 
the  Illyrians  in  the  Adriatic  fca ;  and  on  the  other,  re-. 
duced  Teuta  to  feek  her  fafetv  in  'the  midft  of  her 
country,  by  removing  from  the  coaft*    They  gave 

'  •  This  iiland  lies  oppofite  t6  I>almatta.  It  was  called  Carcyni 
Nirra,  to  diftinguiih  it  from  another,  dtuated  over-againft  £pirus>  now 
called  Corfu. 

t  It  is  otherwife  called  Dyn:achiu«i>  4Qir  Popaiso*  It  borders  up- 
^A  New  Epirus. 

t  M  i4aiid  in  the  Adriatic  tn^ 

(cveral 
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fev^ral  jpiafx^  in  fVyriQum  to  Desiftrius,  to  mwtrd  A.R.  s^%^ 
the  ikrm:99  he  h«4.^iie  them.    When  the  campgign  ^^'  ^ 
WM  ovtr»  ]?oftumiii9f  one  of  the  two  ConfuK  took     **^' 
up  his  winter  qwneis  near  £pidiiQinum»  in  order.to^ 
awe  the  Ardysit  and  t|ie  countries  n^wif  {\ibjt^i. 

Early  in  the  4^ni^  Teuta,  feeing  herfelt  without 
lefource,  ient  AoihoSadors  to  Rp«e.  tp  demand  peaoe^ 
Shp  laid  tb€  blaflie  of  all  that  had  pa0ibd  upon  Jher 
huAuuid  Agron,  wbcft  plan  and  enteiprizes  ibe  had 
been  obliged  to  follow,  and  continue.     The  peace 
was  concluded,  not  m  her  name,  but  that  of  Pineus, 
Agron's  fon,  to  whom  the  kingdom  belonged.     It 
was  agreed,  *«  that  Corcyra,  Pharos,  Iffa,  Epidam- 
num,  and  the  country  of  the  Atintanes,  Ihould  continue 
in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Romans  ;  that  Pineus  ihould 
retain  the  reft  of  bis  father's  dominions;   that  he 
(hould  pay  a  tribute  to  the  Romans »  and  what  was 
the  mcA  important  article  of  all  to  the  Greeks,  that 
he  Ihould  not  navigate  beyond  the  city  of  Liflus  with    * 
more  than  two  &ips,  and  thofe  not  armed  for  war/^ 
Teuta,  either  voluntarily,  or  by  order  of  the  Ro;.  ^ 
mans*  quitted  the  admimftration  of  the.  government,  zomir. 
which  was  transferred  to  Demetrius,  with  the  ti^e  of  ' 
gittfdian  of  the  yovag  king* 

Thus  ended  the  war  of  lUyriciim.  Poftumius  fent 
Ambofladors  the  following  year  to  ^  JEtoluiaa  and 
Ackaeans,  in  order  to  e^lain  to  them  the  iradbns 
which  had  induced  the  Romans  to  undertake  this  war* 
and  CO  enter  lUyricum^  They  related  what  had  pafibd 
there ;  they  read  the  titaty  of  peace  concluded  vdxh 
the  lUyrians^  and  afterwards  iwurncd  to  Corcyni^ 
ray  well  fattsfied  with  the  good  feceptaoQ  which  diey 
had  met  with  from  both  thofe  pe<^le.  And  mdeed 
this  treaty  was  very  advantagemu  to  the  Greeks,  awl 
delivered  them  from  great  matter  of  fear.  For  the 
Iliyrians  did  not  declare  only  agiinft  feme  part,  but 
all  Greece  *,  and  infefted  the  whole  neipibouring 
country  with  their  piracies* 

This  was  the  firft  time  the  Roman  arms  attacked 
myripmn^  and  the  ^.ailiMcc  mtfk by  cmbafiy  be- 

'  tween 
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^^•5*3-  tween  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  The  latter  fiait  Am- 
a^^.  *  bafladors  at  the  fame  time  tt>  Corinth  lind  Athens, 
who  were  very  well  received,  and  treated  with  great 
honours  by  both  cities.  Tht  ODrinthittil  decbred 
by  a  public  decree,  that  the  Romans  fhould  be  ad* 
mitted  to  be  prefent  at  the  celebration  of  the  Ifthmian 
games,  as  well  as  the  Greeks,  llie  Athenialkfi  alfci 
ordained,  that  ttit  Romans  fhould  be  granted  the  free- 
dom of  Athens,  and  might  be  initiatoi  into  the  great 
ttiyfteries.  ♦  ... 


Of  tie  Secular  Games. 

THE  Secular  games  were  fo  called,  becaufe  they 
were  celebrated  from  age  to  age :  but  authors 
do  not  agree  concerning  the  time  included  in  ah  age. 
Till  the  time  of  Auguftus,  the  cxadk  ^ace  of  an  hun- 
dred years  were  underftood  by  that  word.  The 
priefts  called  Sibyllini,  to  make  their  court  to  .that 
Prince,  who  paffionately  defired,  that  the  fecular 
games  (hould  be  celebrated  in  his  time,  declared, 
that  the  oracle  of  the  Sibyl^  which  ordained  the  cele- 
bration of  them,  intended  by  the  time  of  an  Age  the 
fpa.ce  of  an  hundred  and  ten  years  *,  and  in  virtue  o^ 
this  interpretation,^  the  fecular  games  were  celebrated 
then  for  the  fifth  time,  that  is  td  fay,  the  737th  year 
qf  Rome:  and  this  opinion  Horace  has  foUowed  in 
his  Carmen  Seciilare,  of  which  we  (hall  foon  Q)eak. 

The  Emperor^  Glapdius  returned  to  the  opinion  of 

an  hundred  years^  and  celebrated  the  lecular  games 

fixty-four  years  after  thofe  of  Auguftus.     Domitian 

afterwards  refumed  the  fyftem  of  an  hundred  and  ten 

Tacit,      ycarst    Hiflorians  have  obferved,  that  people  laughed 

Annal.xi.j^^  the  hcrald's  proclamation,   when  he  mvited  the 

Suet,  in    people  to  games,  whidi  none  had  feen,   nor  ever 

Jiaud..     Ibould  fee  again.    ../ 

The  term  Age  is  not  the  only  difficulty  upon  this 
head.  *  The  omin;  bccafion  and  epocha  of  the  in- 
ftitUtion  of-  thefe  games^  are  lioc  leis  uncertsdn,  and 

form 
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forai  a  matter  of  ^difpute  ampng^  the  learned,  into 
which  the  plan  I  h^ve  propofed  to  myfelfy  do<e$iiv)C^ 
admit  me  to  enter.  Very  able,  cridcs  •  beliere^  rdwi? 
thcfe  games  were  inftituted  by  Valerius  ^bliool% 
after  me  expulfion  of  the  Kinss,  and  celebrated  for 
the  firft  time  the  245th  year  or  Rome,  which  js  ^e 
firft  of  the  re-eftablifhment  of  liberty.  It  appepu^' 
they  were  not  folemnized  exadly  at  the  end  of  each 
century;  there  being  many  reaibns  which  might 
oblige  the  deferring,  and  evep  interrtipt  the  cekbnif* 
tion,  of  them. 

The  principal  ceremonies  in  them  were  ^s  follow. 
Some  time  before  thefe  games  were  celebrated,  the 
magUbates  fent  heralds  to  all  the  States  of  Italy  in 
the  Jl^man  dependance,  to  invite  them  to  be  prefent 
at  a  feftival,  that  they  never  had,  nor  ey^r  Ihould  (ee 
agsun. 

Some  few  days  before  the.  feftival,  the  priefts-who 
had.  the  keeping  of  the  books  of  the  Sibyl,  who  were 
au^ented  by  Sylla  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  fronpi 
which  they  retained  the  name  of  Quindecemviri,  thofe 

Sriefts  fitting  on  feats  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Capito- 
Dus,  diftributed  certain  things  to  the  whole  people, 
called  Luftralia,  that  is  to  fay,  things  proper  for  purir 
fying  them,  as  torches,  pitch,  and  fulphur.  Everj 
one  brought  wheat,  barley  and  beans  thither,  to  be 
facrificed  to  the  Parcae  or  Deflinies.  In  this  temj^, 
and  that  of  Diana  upon  mount  Aventine,  they  pafled 
whole  nights  in  offering  facrifices  to  Pluto,  Proferpinei 
and  other  divinities. 

When  the  time  of  the  fefHval  arrived,  it  began  by 
a  fblemn  proceflion  of  the  oriefts  of  all  the  college^ 
the  magiftrates,  all  orders  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
the  People  dreft  in  white  robes,  crowned  with  flowers, 
and  carrying  branches  of  palm  in  their  hands.  I'hey 
went  in  this  manner  from  the  Capitol  to  the  field  of 
Mars.  The  ftatues  of  the  Gods  were  placed  upoij 
cufhions,  and  a  great  banquet  was  fervcd  up  to  them, 
according  to  the  cuftom  ulually  obferved  in  the  public 
ceremomes  of  religion* 

They 
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They  lacifficed  in  the  night  to  Pluto,  Ppoferfinc, 
At  Dmmyt%  *  IlKdiya,  and  the  earth ;  and  in  the 
day  to  Jupicer,  Jano,  Apollo,  Latona,  Diana,  and 
die  Geaii«  Only  black  vi£tims  were  facrificcd  to  the 
fifft. 

•  The  fifft  night  of  the  ftftival,  the  Conftils,  followed 
by  the  Sibylline  priefts,  repaired  to  a  place  called  Te- 
jientuS)  upon  die  banks  <rf  the  Tiber,  where  the  fe- 
cular  games  had  their  birth.  They  caufed  three  altars 
to  be  erefted  ithere,  which  they  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  three  lambs,  and  upon  which  they  caufed 
offerings  aiid  ia£bims  to  be  burnt.  During  the  night, 
idl  parts  of  Rome  (hone  with  innumerable  fires  and 
illuminations. 

The  fecond  day  erf"  the  fcftival,  the  women  of  all 
ranks  went  to  the  Capitol,  and  to  the  other  temples, 
to.oflfer  their  vows  and  prayers  to  (different  divinities. 

•  The  third  day,  when  the  feftival  ended,  twenty- 
fevdi  boys i  and  as  many  girls,  of  illuftrious  birtn, 
Whofe  fiitners  and  mothers  were  ftill  alive,  were  divi- 
ded into  different  choirs,  and  in  the  temple  of  Apollo 
Pdatinus  fong  hymns  and  canticles  in  Greek  and  La* 
tin,  exprcfsly  eompoied  for  this  ceremony,  wherein 
they  imptorcd  for  Rome  the  aid  and  proteflion  of  the 
Gods  whom  they  had  lately  adored  with  facrificcs. 

During  the  three  days  which  this  fcftival  continued, 
(hews  of  all  kinds  were  exhibited  to  the  people. 

It  is  faid,  that  there  was  an  antient  oracle  in  the  Si- 
byl's books,  which  informed  the  Romans,  that  as 
lopg  as  they  Ihould  celebrate  §[ames  at  the  beginning 
<ir  every  iige  in  honour  of  ccrtam  Gods  therein  narped, 
ROflf^e  ihould  continue  to  fiourifli,  and  that  aD  nations 
flMhild  be  fubjefted  to  her. 

We  have  a  model  of  the  hymns,  that  were  fung  as 
partoftfce  ceremonies  we  have  related,  in  the  Secular 
Poem  of  Horace  compofed  by  the  order  of  Auguftus 
flie  7^6th  year  of  Rome ;  a  poem  juftly  confidered  as 

•  The  goddds  who  preUed  at  the  birth  of  chSidren,  called  other* 

wife  Lucina, 

one 
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one  of  that  poet's  fineft  pieces.  I  Ihall  repeat  onty 
two  ftrophes  or  ftanzas^  of  it  i  £xim  which  the  merit 
itf  the  reft  may  be  jadged. 

Jim  Scly  cmrn  mtido  dim^ui 
Proms  (S  cdas^  aUufyui  (si jdem^ 
Nafceris :  foffis  nibu  urh  Roma 

yiftr^s  majus.  , 

May  SoU  wbofe  late  and  early  raya 

Are  ever  bright  And  ever  newt 
In  all  the  dimatea  ho  furveys,. 
No  greater  ftate  nor  empire  viewv 

CaiAOi.  Hor^ 

How  elegant,. and  at  the  ftmci  lime  bow  fuUime 
is  the.fldle  of  thefe  yeifes f 

DilfrohosmcrisdocitiJuvenU 
Dii  SeneSiiii  placicU  quiet  em : 
RamuU  letUi  date  remque^  trolemau^  . 

Etaecus0Hm. 

Ye  Gods^  with  virtue  blefs  the  young. 

Secure  the  old  from  toil  and  care^ 
Exalt  our  ftate,  our  race  prolong. 

And  make  us  rich,  and  great  in  war.    lb. 

Can  more,  or  more  important  vows  be  included  ia 
four  verfes  ?  I  am  charmed  in  a  particular  manfier 
with  thoie  which  regard  youth : .  docility  and  probity 
^  maancrs. 
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911^^  ptmer  of  Cartbagey  wbscb  augmented  every  iajf^ 
alarms  the  Rmans,  Building  of  Ketv  Caribare.  Treaty 
ef  the  Romam  with  AfdrubaL  Creation  of  two  new 
Prators.  Alarm  on  rumours  of  a  war  vitb  tbe  Gauls. 
Caufe  and  occafion  of  tbis  war.  Irruption  of  tbe  Gauls 
into  Itafy.  Preparations  of  tbe  Remans.  Firfi  battle 
near  Clu/tum^  in  wbicb  tbe  Romians  are  defeated.  Bat* 
tie  and  famous  viBory  of  tbe  Romans  near  Telamon. 
RefietHoH  upon  tbis  vi£tory.  Cenfus.  Tbe  Boiijurren- 
derae  dijiretion.  ^  Battle  rf  Adda  between  tbe  Gauls 
and  Romans.  Difcontent  of  tbe  Romans  in  refpeS  to 
Plaminius.  Cbaraffer  if  MarceUus.  Newwarwitb 
tbe  Gauls.  Tbefpoils^  caUed  Spolia  opima,  gained  by 
Marcellus.  Tritmpb  of  Marcellus.  Tbe  Romans  fub- 
jeS  Iftria.  tianmbal  cbarged  witb  tbe  command  in 
Spain.  Demetrius  of  Pbaros  draws  tbe  arms  of  tbe 
Romans  Hipon  bimjelf.  Cenfus.  Various  undtrtakh^s 
of 'tbe  Cenfors.  War  of  lUyricum.  ASnnUus  gams  a 
vi5ory  over  J)eptetrius.  IlJyricum,  is  fubjeSed  by  tbe 
Romans.    Arcbagatbus  the  pbyfician.    New  colonies. 

A.R.5SS*     .    L,  ]pos*ruMius  Albinus  II. 
»,^.  *  Cn.  FuLviusr  Centimalus. 

Poiyb. ».  'T* HE  Romans  had  terminated  the  war  with  Uly- 
A ''  H  —  ricum  happily :  but  they  had  befides  great  niat- 
158^'  ^*  ler  of  alarm  and  dHquict.  On  the  one  fide  they  had 
been  informed  by  true  reports,  that  the  Gauls  were 
preparing  to  take  arms  againft  them :  on  the  other, 
the  Carthaginian  power  which  augmented  every  day 
in  Spain,  gave  them  juft  apprehenfions.  They  there- 
fore thought  ferioufly  of  keeping  things  quiet  on  that 
fide,  before  they  attacked  the  Gauls. 

Amilcar,  furnamed  Barcas,  Hannibal's  father,  of 
whom  much  has  been  faid  in  the  war  of  Sicily,  after 
having  commanded  the  armies  nine  years  in  Spain, 
and  fubjedled  firveral  powerful  and  warlike  nations  to 

Car- 
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Carthage,  had  beea  unfortunately  killed  in  a  baiitle.  A.  r.  51  j, 
Aidrubal,  his  fon-in4aw  and  fucceiibr,  who  had  inhe*  ^^^-^^ 
ritcd  part  of  his  hatred  for  the  Romans,  treading  in    ^^^' 
his  fbeps,.  had  added  new  cOnquefts  to  thofe  of  his 
predcce&rs-,  employing  however  rather  addrefs  and* 
perfuafioii  than. arms.    Amonsft  the  iervices  vdiich 
he  rendered  the  State,  one  of  the  moft  important, 
and  which  contrUauted<moft  to  ^extend  and  ftrengtfaeu. 
the  power  of  hb  Commonwealth  in  Spain,  was  the 
building,  of  a  city,,  which  wias  calledNew  Cartha^, 
and  fince  Carthagena.      Its  fituation  was  the  mofl: 
happy  the  Carthaginians  could  defire  for  keeping 
Spain  in  awe. 

The  great  conqueft3  which  Afdrubal  had  already 
made,  and  the  high  degree  of  power  to  which  he  had 
attained,  made  the  Romans  refolve  to  apply  thcmfclvcs 
attentively  to  what  paflcd  in  Spain.  They  were  an- 
gry with  thcmfelves  for  having  been  fo  long  afleep  in 
reipeft  to  the  augmentation  of  the  dominions  of  Car*  ' 
thage,  and  thougnt  in  earneftbf  retrieving  that  fault ; 
efpectally .  fince  the  people  of  Saguntum,  who  faw 
themfelves  upon  the  point  of  being  fubjcdled  tp  thp 
yoke  of  the  Carthaginians,  had  fent  deputies  to  thp 
Romans  to  implore  their  aid^  and  to  conclude  an  alii; 
ance  with  them.  J 

Sp.  Cahvilius  Maxim tfsll.  . .     -  :-  a.'R.s^ 

Such  5^as  the  difpofition  of  the  I^oiWaifis  in  refpeft 
to  the ?Cafthaginians.     They  had  hd, laws  at.  that 
time  td  prefcribe  to  the  Carthaginians,  and  dared  not 
takfe''ariliifiigainft  the^      They  Md  enough  to  do 
to'fefeep  themfelvts  upon    thdr  jgtiard  agamft  the 
.Gauls,  who  menaced  them,  ahjdl  wh6m  they  expe^teti 
almoft  every  day.     It  feemed  mofl:  expedient  to  take        .*'    . 
advantage  of  Afdrubkl's  pacific  difpofttion  in  order  to      *,* "  * 
maieVneW  treaty,  till  they  fhoiild^Kate  difengaged     ' 
themfclves  from   the   Gauls,  ,an  enemy,   who  ^gly 
"watched  ^  occafion  for  hucting.  them,  ami  jvhpm^ 
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A.  iU.|ft4«  was  abTohitdy  ntc^i&ry  to  difiraft^  not  only  for  mak-- 
^^^  ing  thcmfebres  mafters  of  Itslyv  but  for  keepbig 
quiet  poflelfion  of  thGir  own  innnediate  country. 
They  therefore  fent  Amballadors  to  Afdrubal,  and  in 
the  tucot^  they  made  iirith  hinu .  without  mentioDuig 
the  left  of  %^n^  thry  only  reqntOBd,  that  ho  flacmld 
not  carry  the  war  beyond  the.' Ibetusy  which  fhould 
ierve  as  the  baitier  to  the.two;  nations.  It  was  aUb 
^^^ed  that  Saguntnm,  tboogh  ficuattd  omthe  otba: 
fide  cf  the  Iberus,  Should  roiain  its  laws,  and  liberties. 

A.R  5*5.         P.  Vamh-ios  Flaccvs,. 
■^*-f'  M.  Atilius  Reoulos. 

f  ' 

To  the  two  Praetors  who  had  been  inftituted  at 
Rome,  two  more'  were  added  this  year,  the  one  for 
ixy.  Epit.  3icily,  and  the  other  for  Sardinia  and  Corlica, 

A.R.5t6.         M.Valerius  Mbssala. 

I  Aat.^C.  ^  L^  ApUSTIUS  FuL|.0. 

» 

P!ut.  ia    '    The  rumotir  of  the  preparations  of  war  niiaking  hi 

Marcel,    the  Gatils,  occi^fioned  great  alarm  at  Rome.    Thele 

F-  299-     yf^^  ^^  enemies  whom  the  Romans  always  dreaded 

moft,  remembering  that  in  former  days  they  Ijad  made 

themfelves  mailers  of  Rome,  and  that  from  that  time 

^  a  law  had  been  made,  .which  divefting  the  priefthood 

of  the  privilege  of  being  exempt  from  ferving  in  war^ 

obliged  them  to  take  arms  like  the  reft  of  the  citizens, 

when  the  queftion  was  to  march  againfl:  the  Gauls. 

The.  war  wkh  them  was.  called  Tumuhus  Qallicus^^ 

which  ezprefled  much  more  than  the  word  b^htm 

^pne.    For  mtoy  citizens  were  e»mpt  from  ierving 

in  other  wars  \  but  in  that  i«abil  the  Gauls  all  privi- 

iqjes  and  e^^mptions  ceated. 

2^1^  What  augmented  the  conftemation,  at  the  time  of 

Zoaar.     which  we  are  ipeaking,  was  an  oracle  pretended  to 

viii.ss-    be  found  in  the  books  of  the  Sibyl,  which  faid, 

«  Ofivitts  axttem  tnmnrtum  eiHe,  quam  be11um»  liinc  intelligi  lied* 
^qM  bdio  MMkiAMt  vftleiKi  CUamltu  aoa  vaient.  Cic.  PiUi.i».  via.  %. 

«that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VALERIUS,  APUSTIUS,  Confuli.  a;^ 

«*  chat  the  Greeks  and  Gauls  Ihould  take.poffeffion  of  A-R-  5»«* 
it*  Rome  :'*  Romam  occupaturos.    To  avert  the  cffeft  of  ^^^f ' 
fo  fatal  a  predidfcion,  the  Pontiffs  fuggefted  a  ilrange  orof.  iv. 
method,  which  was  to  biuy  two  Greeks  and  two  Gauls,  "* 
men  and  women,  alive  •,  pretending  that  the  oracle  would 
thereby  be  fulfilled.     .  What  abfurdity,   and  at  the 
lame  time  barbarity,  was  this  in  a  people,  who  valued 
themfdves  in  every  thing  elfc,  upon  their  humanity  Liv.  xxiJ* 
and  good-nature!    The  lame  equally  impious    and*^* 
cruel  ceremony  was  again  employed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fccond  Punic  war. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  prefent  war,  was  the  ^o\yb.  ii. 
diftribution  made  fevcn  or  eight  years  before  by  the  "*'  "'* 
Romans  of  the  lands  of  Picenum,  from  whence  they 
had  driven  out  the  Senones.  This  was  done  at  the 
inftig^tion  of  C.  Flamiriius,  Tribune  of  the  People. 
We  have  fecn,  that  the  Senate  .  ftrongly  oppofed  this 
cnterprize,  of  which  it  forefaw  the  confequences.  Se-^ 
veral  nations  of  the  Gauls  entered  into  the  quarrel  of 
the  Sendncs,  and  efpecially  the  Boii,  who  bordeje^ 
upon  the  Romans,  and  the  Infubrians.  They  were 
perfuaded,  that  the  Romans  did  not  attack  them  only 
for  the  fake  of  commanding  and  giving  the  law,  but 
to  ruin  and  deftroy  them  entirely  in  driving  them  out 
of  the  country.  With  thefe  thought^  the  Infubrians 
and  Boii,  the  two  moft  powerful  people  of  the  nati-  . 
ons,  entered  into  a  league,  as  we  have  juft  faid,  and 
even  fent  to  the  other  fide  of  the  Alpes,  to  foUicit 
the  Gauls .  that  inKabited  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Rhone,  called  *  Gaefates,  from  ferving  in  the  field 
for  a  certain  pay  ;  for,  fays  Polybius,  that  is  the  pro- 
per fignification  of  their  name.  They  fold  their  fcr- 
vice  to  all  who  defired  to  employ  them  in  war.  In 
erder  to  induce  their  Kings  to  arm  againft  tire  Ro- 
mans, they  made  them  a  confiderable  prefent.  "  They 
fct  before  their  eyes  the  greatnefs  and  power  of  that, 
people  :  they  foothed  them  with  the  view  of  the  im^ 

•  Accprding  to  fome  authors  the  name  of  Gaefates  is  taken  from  a 
idftd  of  arms  which  they  ufed,  and  called  Gaefum. 

Vof.  III.  T  menfe 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


474  VALERIUS,  AFUSTIUS,  Confuls. 

A.R.  5»6-  menfc  riches,  which  they  could  not  fjaiil  of  acquiring 

"^"^6^'  by  viftory  over  them :  they  repeated  the  exploits  of 
dieir  anceftors^  who  having  taken  arms  againft  the 
Romans,  defeated  them  in  the  c^m  field,  and  tack 
their  city." 

This  difcOurfe  eaflamed  the  Gauls  to  fiich  a  degree^ 
that  an  army  more  numerous,  and  ctm^ofed  of 
braver  and  more  warlike  foldiers,  was  never  known 
to  march  out  of  thofe  provinces.  When  they  had 
pafled  the  Alps,  the  Infubrians  and  the  Boii  joined 
them.  The  *  Veneti  and  f  Coenoraani  were  brought 
oyer  to  the  Romans  by  the  Ambaffadors  who  had  been 
fent  to  them:  which  induced  the  Gaibc- Kings  to 
leave  part  of  their  forces  in  the  country,  to  gcaard  it 
againft  thofe  people.  The  Infubrians  were  the  moft 
poweiful  of  the  Gauls  who  had  fettled  b  Italy^  and 
next  to  them  the  Boii.  The  firft  inhabited  the  coiu>- 
try  beyond  the  Po,  whofe  capital  was  Milan;  the 
others  that  on  this  fide  of  that  riven 

The  Romans,  who  had  been  k>ng  apprized  of  the 
preparations  m^ing  by  the  Gauk,  hadi  not  failed  fo 
prepare  alfo  on  their  fide.  They  had  made  new  levies, 
and  given  their  allies  nctf  ice  to  hold  themfelves  ia  re$^ 
dinefs.  And  in  order  to  know  cxadiy  all  the  troops, 
which  they  could  fet  on  foot  in  cafe  of  necei&ty,  they 
had  ordered  the  regiftcrs  of  all  the  provinces,  fubjefi: 
to  them,  to  be  brought  in,  wherein  the  nomber  of 
all  the  youth  fit  to  bear  arms  was  CKssEdy  iet  down. 

This  number  would  appear  incredible,  if  not  at- 
tefted  by  an  author  certainly  well  worthy  of  belief : 
this  is  Polybius,  who  very  probably  had  feen  and 
confulted  the  regifters,  that  proved  its  reality..  I 
Ihall  repeat  this  account  as  it  ftands  in  that  hiftorian* 
It  will  {hew  us  in  what  condition  the  Roman  People 
were,  when  Hannibal  entered  Italy,  which  happened 
ibme  few  years  after ;  and  how  formickble  the  Roman 

^  •  People  that  inhabited  the  country  at  the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic 
'  gulph. 

f  People  between  the  Po  and  the  foot  of  the  Alps*  Their  princi* 
pal  cities  were  Brefcia,  Qreoiona^r  Mantua, ' 

forces 
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forces  were,  when  that  great  Carthaginian  ventured 
tQ  attack  them. 

Number  of  the  Proops^  ftbicb  tie  Ramans  could fei  on  foot 
at  the  ihm  of  the  war  with  tht  Gauls^  fpoien  of  in  this 
place. 

tip  HIS  account  conGfts  of  two  parts.  Inthefirft 
-*  Polybius  gives  the  number  of  the  troops  that  ac* 
tually  ferved :  in  the  fecond,  the  number  of  thofe 
which  could  have  been  raifed  in  cafe  of  neceflity.  It 
includes  the  forces  of  the  Romans,  and  thofe  erf  their 
cUics. 

I.  Troops,  tifbicb  aSuattf  fervodi 

Four  Roman  legions  took  the.  field  with  the  Con- 
jfuls,  each  confifting  of  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
foot,  aad  three  hundred  horfe.  They  had  with  tliem 
a  body  of  the  troops  of  the  allies,  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thovtfand  foot,  and  two  thodfand  horfe. 

Above  fifty  thoufand  foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe,. 
as  well  Sabines  as  Tyrrheni,  upon  the  general  alarm, 
flew  to  the  aid  of  the  Romans,  and  were  fent  to  the 
frontiers  of  Tyrrhenia  under  the  command  of  a  Prae- 
tor. 

The  Umbrians  and  Sarfmates,  to  the  number  of  - 
twenty  thoufand,  came  in  alfofrom  the  Appenines,  and 
with  them  as  many  of  the  Veneti  and  Ccenomani,  who 
were  pofted  upon  the  frontiers  of  Gaul ;  in  order  to 
oblige  the  Boii,  by  entering  thc!r  country,  to  rtcal 
part  of  their  forces  for  its  defence. 

At  Rome,  to  prevent  a  furprizc,  an  arpiy  was  kept 
in  readinefs,  which  on  occafion  ferved  as  auxiliary 
'  troops,  and  confifted  of  twenty  thoufand  Roman  foot, 
and  fifteen  hundred  horfe,    and  of  the  allies  thirty     ^ 
thoufand  foot,  and  two  thoufand  cavalry.  i 

All  thefe  troops  together  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  men :  43500  Romans, 
and  158000  allies. 

T  2  II.  Troops 
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II.  Unops  which  might  have  hem  raifcd  upon  ocsaftoni  - 

The  regiftcrs  fent  to  the  Senate,  in  order  to  know 
the  number  of  troops,  on  which  they  might  rely  iii 
cafe  of  necefllty,  contained  as  follows. 

Of  the  Latines,  fourfcore  thoufand  foot,  and  five 
thoufand  horfe. 

Of  the  Samnites,  feventy  thoufand  foot,  and  feven 
thoufand  horfe. 

Of  the  Japyges  and  the  Meflapians,  fifty  thoufand 
foot,  and  fixteen  thoufand  horfe. 

Of  the  Lucanians,  thirty  thoufand  foot,  and  three 
thoufand  horfe. 

Of  the  Marfi,  Marrucini,  Ferentini,  and  Veftini, 
twenty  thoufand  foot,  and  four  thoufand  horfe. 

The  Romans  had  aftualty  in  Sicily,  and  at  Taren- 
tum,  two  legions,  each  compofed  of  four  thoufand 
two  hundred  foot,  and  two  hundred  horfe,  which  on 
occafion  might  be  employed  againft  the  Gauls. 

Befides  thefe,  the  Romans  and  Campanians  could- 
raife  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  infantry,  and 
twenty-three  thoufand  cavalry. 

All  thefe  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  as  well 
amongft  the  Romans  as  the  allies,  amounted  to  the 
number  of  five  hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufand  eight 
hundred  men.  Some  error  muft  have  crept  into  this 
account  *,  for  feventeen  hundred  men  are  omitted  in 
it.  With  the  addition  of  them,  the  two  fums,  that 
is,  of  the  troops  aftually  employed  againft  the  Gauls, 
and  of  thofe  which  might  have  been  raifed  occafion^ 
ally,  agree  with  the  total  fet  down  by  Polybius. 
jipud.  This  total  was  feven  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 

oiof.  iv.  men.  A  cotemporary  author,  who  ferved  in  this  war, 
makes  it  eight  hundred  thoufand:  this  was  Fabius. 
The  power  of  the  Romans  may  be  judged  from 
hence.  And  yet  it  is  this  mighty  people  that  Han- 
nibal comes  to  atuck,  with  karce  twenty  thoufand 
men. 

The 
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r  The  number  of  troops  aftually  employed  againft 
the  Gauls,  was  very  confiderable,  and  amounted,  as 
we  have  feen,  to  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand 
men  :  and  this  is  not  wonderful,  as  aids  of  all  kinds, 
and  from  all  fides,  came  to  join  the  Romans.  For 
the  irruption  of  the  Gauls  had  fpread  fuch  terror  in 
Italy,  that  the  provinces  did  not  think  they  were  car- 
rying arms  any  longer  for  the  Romans,  nor  that  the 
power  of  Rome  was  only  aimed  at.  Their  fears  were 
for  thcmfelvcs,  their  country,  their  cities,  and  it  was 
for  that  reafon  they  were  fo  well-inclined,  and  fo 
ready  to  execute  all  the  orders  that  were  given  them. 

L.  -ffilMILIUS  PapUS.  A.R.5t7, 

*  Ant.C. 

C.  Atilius  Regulus.  %^^, 

As  foon  as  the  Romans  received  advice,  that  the 
Gauls  had  paffed  the  Alps,  they  made  L.  i^milius 
march  to  Ariminum,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  ene- 
my on  that  fide.  One  of  the  Praetors  was  fent  into 
Hetruria.  Atilius  had  fct  out  before  for  Sardinia, 
which  "had  revolted,  but  he  foon  compelled  it  to  return 
to  its  obedience. 

The  Gauls  took  their  route  through  Hetruria,  pro- 
bably to  avoid  meeting  -^milius's  army,  with  fifty 
thoufand  foot,  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  and  as  many 
chariots.  They  deftroyed  the  country  without  fear 
or  oppofition  :  after  which  they  advanced  to  Rome, 
They  were  already  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clufium^ 
a  city  three  days  march  from  that  capital,  when  they 
were  informed  that  the  Roman  army,  cqmmanded  by 
the  Praetor,  followed  them  clofe,  and  was  upon  the 
point  of  coming  up  with  them.  They  immediately- 
faced  about  in  order  to  give  it  battle.  The  two  ar- 
mies did  not  come  in  view  till  towards  fun-fet,  anct 
ihcamped  at  a  very  fmall  diftancq  from  each  other. 
When  night  came  on,  the  Gauls  kindled  fires,,  a.n<J 
having  ordered  their  cavalry  to  follow  them,  as  foon 
as  the  enemy  faw  them  in  the  morning,  they  retired 
•'     T  3  Wh^ 
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^R- 5*7- without  noife  towards  •  Fefulae,  whepc  they  took  up 
»i5. '  their  quarters,  with  defi^n  to  ftay  there  for  rheir  ca- 
valry ;  and  when  it  had  joined  the  main  body,  to  fall 
unexpcftedly  upon  the  Romans,  who  purfued  it.  The 
latter,  at  the  break  of  day,  feeing  that  horfe,  and  no 
foot,  believed  that  the  Gauls  were  fled,  and  iet  for- 
ward to  purfue  them.  When  they  af^roached^  the 
Gauls  Ihewed  themfelves,  and  charged  them.  The 
aftion  began  with  great  vigour  on  both  fides :  imt 
the  Gauls,  who  were  luperior  in  number,  and  cm* 
boldened  by  the  fuccefs  of  their  ilratagem,  had  die 
advantage.  The  Romans  loft  at  kaft  fix  thoufand 
men  there:  the  reft  fled  to  an  advantageous  poft, 
where  they  intrenched  themfelves.  The  Gauls  at 
firft  intended  to  force  them  in  it  *,  which  was  the  beft 
thing  they  could  have  done :  but  they  changed  their 
opinion.  Fatigued  and  harraflcd  with  their  march 
the  night  before,  they  chofe  rather  to  take  fomc  reft, 
and  leaving  only,  a  guard  of  cavalry  round  the  emi- 
nence to  which  the  Romans  had  retired,  they  defer- 
red attacking  them  till  the  next  day,  in  cafe  they  did 
not  furrender  of  themfelves.  Occa/ion  is  to  be  feised  j 
and  often,  when  negledbed,  never  recurs. 

Puring  this  time,  L.  -flimilius,  who  had  incamoed 
near  the  Adriatic  fea,  having  received  advice,  that 
the  Gauls  had  thrown  themfdves  into  Hetruria,  and 
approached  Rome,  came  with  the  utmoft  expeditbn 
to  the  aid  of  his  country,  and  arrived  very  opportunely. 
Having  incamped  near  the  enemy,  the  Romans,  who 
had  retired,  perceived  his  fires,  and  rightly  fufipeding 
it  was  him,  refumed  courage.  They  difpatched,  as 
foon  as  poflible,'fome  of  their  people  unarmed  during 
the  night,  and  through  a  foreft,.  to  acquaint  the  Confiu 
of  what  had  paflcd.  iEmilius,  without  lofing  time 
to  deliberate,  commanded  the  Tribunes,  as  loon  aa 
day  fliould  begin  to  appear,  to  fet  out  with  the  infan- 
try. As  to  him,  he  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the 
cavalry,  and  advanced  direftly  towards  the  emi- 
nence. 

•  r^i,  a  city  of  Tofctny; 
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The  chiefs  of  the  Gauls  had  alfo  feen  the  Eres  dur-  A.R.  527. 
ing  the  night,  and  conjeduring  that  the  enemy  were  ^^^*  ^' 
near,  they  held  a  council  of  war.  Aneroeftus  their  **^' 
King  laid,  "  That  after  having  taken  plunder  of  fuch 
great  value,"  (for  they  had  ravaged  a  great  part  of 
Italy,  and  the  ^oils  they  had  taken  in  prifoners, 
cattle  and  baggage,  were  immenfe)  ^'  it  was  not  pro- 
per to  expofe^themfelves  to  a  fecond  battle,  nor  to 
run  the  riiijue  of  lofing  all.  That  it  was  better  to 
return  into  their  own  country.  That  after  they  h^d 
difencumbered  themfelves  of  their  plunder,  they 
would  be  in  a  better  condition,  to  rcfumc  their  arms 
agdnft  the  Romans,  if  ic  were  judged  proper."  All 
coming  into  this  opinion,  they  decamped  befofe  day, 
and  took  their  route  along  the  iea-fide  through 
Hetruria. 

Thov^h  £miiius  had  Reinforced  his  army  with 
thofe  who  had  taken  refuge  upon  the  eminence,  he 
did  not  however  believe  it  prudent  to  hazard  a  pitched 
battle*  He  therefore  choie  to  follow  the  enemy,  and 
to  lie  upon  the  watch  for  times  and  places,  in  which 
he  might  diftrefs  them,  and  retake  the  plunder. 

By  Angular  good  fortune,  the  Conful  C.  Atilius 
was  returned  from  Sardinia,  and  at  this  inftant  landing 
his  legions  at  Pifa ;  and,  in  order  to  fnarch  them  to 
Rome,  took  the  fame  route  by  which  the  Gauls  were 
moving  towards  him.  At  Telamon,  a  city  and  port 
of  Hetruria,  Ibme  of  the  foragers  of  the  Gauls  having 
fallen  in  with  the  ConfuPs  advanced  guard,  the  Ro- 
mans took  them.  'Upon  being  interrogated  by  Ati- 
lius,  they  related  all  that  had  paiTed;  adding,  that 
there  were  two  armies  in  the  neighbourhood,  that  of 
the  Gauls  very  near,  and  that  of  -S)milius  at  their 
heels.  The  Conful  was  much  concerned  at  the  lofs 
the  Roman  army  had  fuftained  at  firfl :  but  was  ex- 
ceeding glad  that  he  had  furprized  the  Gauls  on  their 
march,  and  to  find  them  between  two  Roman  armies. 
He  immediately  commanded  the  Tribunes  to  draw 
up  the  k^ons  in  battle,  to  give  their  front  as  much 
extent  as  the  ground  would  admit,  and  to  adyance 
X  4  S^^ntly 
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A.R.5a7.  gently  towards  the  enemy.     Upon  the  way  there  was 
^I'f'  an  enninence,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  Gauls  were  ob- 
liged to  pafs,     Atilius  hafted  thither  with  his  cavalry, 
and  pofted  himfelf  on  the  top  of  it,  with  defign  to 
begin  the  battle  firft,  and  convinced,  that  he  fhould 
thereby  acquire  the  greateft  ftiare  in  the  glory  of  the 
event.     The  Gauls,  who  believed  Atilius  at  a  great 
diftance,  feeing  the  eminence  occupied  by  the  Romans, 
fufpefted  nothing,    but  that  TEmiiius   had  taken  a 
compafs  with  his  cavalry  during  the  night,  in  order  to 
feize  the  advantageous  polls  firft,  and  to  cut  off  their 
paflage.     Upon  that  they  alfo  detached  their  horfe, 
with  fome  light-armed  troops,  to  drive  the  Romans 
from  the  hill.     But  having  learnt  from  a  prifoner  that 
it  was  Atilius  who  had  feized  it,  they  drew  up  their 
infantry  in  battle  with  the  utmoft  expedition,    and 
difpofed  it  back  to  back,  fo  that  it  formed  a  front 
before  and  behind.     They  took  this  order  of  battle 
upon  the  report  of  the  prifoner,  and  the  real  occafion, 
to  defend   themfelves  both  from  thofe  whom  they 
knew  they  had  in  the  rear,  and  thofe  whom  they  were 
to  have  in  their  front. 

-flEmilius  had  indeed  heard  of  the  landing  of  the 
legions  at  Pifa,  but  did  not  imagine  they  were  fo 
near.  He  was  apprized  of  that  aid,  only  by  the  en- 
gagement of  the  troops  upon  the  eminence.  He  alfo 
detached  fome  cavalry  thither,  and  at  the  fame  time 
made  his  infantry  march  againft  the  enemy  in  the 
ufual  order 

In  the  army  of  the  Gauls,  the  Gefatas,  and  after 
them  the  Infubrians,  formed  the  front  iEmilius  was 
tb  attack.  At  their  backs  were  the  *  Taurini  and 
Boii,  who  faced  on  the  fide  Atilius  was  advancing. 
The  chariots  were  placed  on  the  wings,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  taking  them  in  flank ;  and  the  plunder 
was  beftowed  on  a  neighbouring  mountain,  with  a 
detachment  to  ^ard  it.     This  difpofition  was  as  well 

•  Taurini,  or  Taurifci,  were  Gauls  that  inhabited  the  coiut]^ 
bpyond  t|^e  f  q,  where  Turin  15. 
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'conceived  as  could  be,  in  the  neccflity  the  Gauls  were  A.R-  5»7« 
of  making  head  againft  two  armies,  that  were  to  at-  ^'J^^ 
tack  them  at  the  lame  time,  the  one  in  front  and  the 
'Other  in  the  rear.  This  obliged  them  to  fight  coura- 
geoufly,  as  it  made  them  unable  either  to  give  ground 
or  to  fly.  The  Infubrians  were  feen  with  their  ♦  draw- 
ls, (braccati)  and  without  any  thing  on  them  except 
their  fl^gl^^  caflbcks.  The  Gefatas,  in  the  front  ranks, 
whether  out  of  vain-glory  or  courage,  had  even  thrown 
off  their  cloaths,  and  kept  only  their  arms,  left  the 
bulhes  which  grew  there  in  fqme  places  fhould  ftop 
and  prevent  them  from  afting.  Befides  which  this 
was  an  ufual  cuftom  amongft  the  Gauls ;  and  the 
Gallo-Grecians  in  their  battles  with  the  Romans  in 
Afia,  engaged  in  the  fame  manner  half  naked,  ac- 
cording to  Livy.  It  often  coft  them  dear;  and  on 
the  prefent  occafion  the  Gefetae  paid  for  their  rafh- 
nels. 

The  firft  attack  was  made  at  the  eminence,  and  as 
the  cavalry  that  fought  were  numerous  on  both  fides, 
the  three  armies  faw  all  their  motions.  Atilius  loft 
his  life  in  the  aftion,  wherein  he  diftinguiftied  hiihfelf 
by  a  valour  and  intrepidity  that  bordered  upon  rafti- 
nefs,  and  his  head  was  carried  to  the  Kings  of  the 
Gauls,  who  caufed  it  to  be  fliewn  on  the  end  6f  a 
pike  to  their  whole  army.  Notwithftanding  that  lofs, 
the  Roman  cavalry  did  their  duty  fo  well,  that  they 
continued  mafters  of  the  poft,  after  gaining  a  compleat 
viftory  over  that  of  the  enemy. 

The  battle  of  the  infantry  began  afterwards.  This, 
fays  Polybius,  was  a  fingular  ipeftacle,  of  which  not 
bnly  the  fight,  but  the  mere  relation,  has  fomethlng 
Wonderful.  For  a  batde  fought  between  three  armies 
^11  together,  is  certainly  one  of  a  very  particular  kind 
and  difpofition.  The  Gauls  had  great  obftacles  and 
dangers  to  furmount  in  the  neceflity  they  were  under 
of  fighting  on  both  fides,  which  feemed  to  diminifh 

'  •  Bracca,  a  kind  of  breeches,  which  covered  the  body  from  the 
^aift  to  the  knees.' 
'  t  Sagum,  a  military  caflb^ki  peculiar  to  the  Gaids. 
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A.R-5^-tlieir  foroes  to  hilf  their  flrcAgth:  but  at  the  iame 
-^^'  ^*  tune  drawn  up  back  to  back,  they  coveFed  themielveft 
**^  reciprocally  from  aU  attacks  in  the  irar.  Aqd  wfai^ 
was  dill  moll  capable  of  contnbnting  to  their  kKXxb^ 
no  Hieans  of  flight  was  left  %  and  if  i^ey  once  fufieied 
themfdves  to  be  defeated^  they  had  no  i^urce^  nor 
any  hopes  of  efcaping,  which  is  a  very  powefifoj  ok^ 
tive  to  induce  troops  to  fight  with  courage* 

As  to  the  Romans^  feeing  the  Gauls  iftclo&d  be^ 
twee^  two  armies^  and  fiirrounded  on  all  fides>  they 
could  not  but  entertain  ^reat  hjgpes  cf  the  battku 
The  extraordinary  di^olition  indeed  of  thofe  troops^ 
drawn  up  back  to  back,  the  cries  and  kind  of  howung 
of  the  ioldiers  before  the  battle)  the  dreadful  ibund 
of  the  horns  and  truihpets  without  nunaber^  die  iioife 
of  which  the  neighbourmg  ecchos  made  the  mountakis 
rebellow  on  all  fides,  aU  this  might  ftrike  them  with 
fome  dread.  But  at  the  fame  time  the  fight  of  the 
rich  collars  and  bracelets,  with  which  moft  of  the 
Gauls  adorned  their  necks  and  arms,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  their  nation,  animated  the  Romaas  with 
the  hopes  of  confiderable  fpoils. 

The  archers  advanced  in  the  j&ont  of  the  firft  Kne, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Romans^  and  began 
the  a6tion  by  a  dreadful  ihower  of  darts.  The  Gaols 
of  the  hiadermoft  racks  did  not  fufier  extteoMly 
from  them :  their  drawers  and  cafibcks  defending 
them.  But  thoie  in  the  front,  who  did  not  eacpe& 
this  terrible  prelude,  and  who  had  nothing  to  carer 
their  bodies,  were  exceedingly  incommoded  by  it. 
They  knew  not  how  to  keep  off  the  fliafts.  Their 
fciclds  were  not  fufficiently  large  to  cover  them  :  libey 
were  naked  from  their  waifts  upwards,  and  the  bigger 
their  bodies  were,  the  more  they  were  expofed  te  che 
darts.  To  revenge  the  wounds  t^ey  received  upon 
the  archers  was  impoffible ;  they  were  at  too  gjwat  a 
diftance }  befides  which,  how  could  they  advance 
through  fo  great  a  flight  of  darts  ?  In  this  perplexity, 
fome  tranfportcd  with  rage  and  defpair,  dircw  them- 
felves  infionfiderately  km  the  midftiof  the  oiemy,  and 
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^v^eluBtatily  abandoned  themfelvies  to  death;  odiePsA.R.5»> 
pale,  difphited,  and  trembling,  gave  way,  and  broke  ^Vcf* 
i9ie  ranks  behind  them.    The  pride  and  haughtineis 
of  the  Geiatse  was  humbled  kithis  inanner  from  the 
firft  sMtack. 

When  the  archers  retbed,  the  main  body  o(  the 
Roman  legions  having  advanced  in  order  to  pufh  the 
«nemy,*the  Inftdnians,  Boii,  and  Taurini  received 
them  i^th  vigour.  They  fought  vrith  fudi  obftinacy^ 
Ibat  nOtwithftanding  the  wounds  with  which  they  were 
covered,  they  could  not  be  driven  from  their  pofts. 
If  their  arms  had  been  the  fame  as  thofe  of  the  Ro- 
mails,  they  perhaps  had  not  been  defeated.  They 
had  indeed  bucklers  as  well  as  them  to  ward  off  blows  ;  ' 
bot  theirfwordsdidnot  do  them  the  famefervice.  Thofe 
of  the  Romans  cut  both  with  the  edges  and  points^ 
iii4iereas  theirs  were  blunt  at  the  end.  Befides  which, 
ts  4^e  blades  were  chin  and  weak,  they  bent  immedi- 
ately, and  the  foldiers  loft  time  in  ftraitcning  them  to 
make  them  fit  for  fervice. 

Thefe  trck>ps  luftained  this  attack  no  longer  than 
dll  the  Roman  cavalry  came  down  from  the  emitieficey. 
and  charged  them  full  fpeed  in  flank.  The  infantry 
were  then  cut  to  pieces  without  quitting  their  pofts, 
and  the  cavalry  entirely  put  to  the  rout.  Forty  thou- 
land  Gauls  remained  upon  the  fpot,  and  at  leaft  ten 
thoufand  were  taken  prifoners,  amongft  whom  was 
Concolitanus,  one  of  their  Kings.  Aneroeftus  efcaped 
with  (bme  cf  his  people  to  a  retired  place,  where  he 
killed  himfelf  witn  his  own  hands ;  and  his  friends 
did  the  fame. 

Mtm&xt$  having  gathered  the  ^ils,  fent  them  to 
Rome.  As  to  die  plunder  taken  by  the  Gauls,  he 
canfed  every  thing  to  be  refiored  to  the  right  owners. 
Then  marching  through  Liguria  at  the  Mad  of  the 
legions,  he  entered  the  country  of  the  Boii,  which  he 
al^doned  to  the  difcretion  of  the  feldicrs,  to  reward 
them  for  the  pains  they  had  taken,  and  for  the  cou- 
rage they  had  &ewn  in  the  battle.  Soon  after  he  re- 
tur|ic4  0>  RoniQ  with  his  whole  army,  and  was  re-r 
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.  J^'^'  5*7.  cchrcd  there  with. the  grcatfer  joy,  as  this  war  had  oc^ 
^Tzs?'   cafioned  incredible  conftcrnation.   .  All  the  ftandaids^ 
collars,  and  bracelets  he  had  taken,  he  employed  in 
.the  decoration  of  the  Capitol.    The  reft  of  the  fpoils 
ferved  to  adorn  his  triumph.     The  Gauls,  who  were 
prifoners,  fays  Florus,  were  expFefsly  .made  to  appear 
m  it  with  their  •  beks  on,  to  accompljih  the  vow 
which. they  had  made,  not  to  quit  them  till  they  had 
afcendcd  the  Capitolinc  hill.    Accordingly  they  did 
fK>t  take  them  off  till  they  came  thither,  when  they 
1¥ere  made  to  do  fo  with  Ihame,  and  the  derifion  of  the 
whole  people. .   Thus  ended  this  formidable  irruption 
of  the  Gauls,  which  not  only  threatened  the  ruin  of 
all  Italy,  but  of  Rome  itfelf. 
!   The  viftory  gained  over  the  Gauls  in  the  battle  of 
Xelamon,  is  one  of  the.moft  famous  a]id  compleat 
mentioned  in  the  Roman  Hiftory,     To  examine  all 
the  circumftances  of  it  clpfdy  and   with  attentioDi 
it. is  evident,  that  it  was  not  the  cfkA  of  human  in- 
duftry  but  divine  Providence,  which  deftinqd  the  Ro- 
mans to  great  things,  and  watched  over  them  in  a 
peculiar  manner. 

Three  Roman  armies  are  in  Hctruria  precifely  at 
the  time  the  battle  is  going  to  be  given,  without 
cither  of  them  having  received  news  of  the  other  ^ 
without  the  Generals,  who  commanded  them^having 
received  certain  advice  of  the  arrival  of  their  col- 
legues  ;  without  their  having  concerted  any  thing  be- 
tween them,  or  even  knowing  where  the  enemy  vas. 
If  the  Gauls,  after  having  killed  the  iPrastor  fix  thoiK 
fand  men,  had  purfued  the  reft  to  the  eminence,  ta. 
which  they  retreated,  as  good  fenfe  required,    the 
whole  had  been  cut  to  pieces :  but  they  fufpended 
the  attack  till  the  next  morning.     Precifely  in  this 
night  the  Conful' ^milius  artives,  without  knowing 
any  thing  of  what  had  pafTed,  and  delivers  the  Prse- 
tor's  troops.     The  Gauls  refolve  to  return  home.  On 

^  Non  prius  foluturos  Ce  baltea,  quam  Capitolium  afcendifrent,  Ju« 
rayerant.    Fa^um  eft :  vi6tos  enim  iEmilivs  in  Capitolio  diiciw.^ 
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their  way  they  meet  Atilius  the  other  Conful,  who  ^-  *^^ 
was  juft  arrived  from  SaMiftia.  They  are  now  en-  ^»s. 
clofed  between  two  armies,  and  obliged  to  give  bat- 
tle. Had  the  Confuls  arrived  a  little  later,  at  fome 
diitance  from  each  tidier,  the  Gauls,  by  attacking 
them  ieparately,  might  have  cut  both  their  armies  to 
pieces.  Ought  ib  miraculous  a  concurrence  of  cir« 
cumftances,  all  decifive  in  refped  to  the  vifbory,  to 
be  confidered  as  the  efieA  of.  chance,  efpecially  when 
we  are  told  by  the  Scriptures,  that  God  was  preparing 
a  great  empire  for  the  Romans  i  And  is  not  the  com 
junAure  of  time,  in  which  the  war  with  the  Gauls 
happened,  that  is  to  fay,  exadly  between  the  two  Pu- 
nic wars,  very  remarkable  ?  What  Jiad  become  of 
Rome,  if  enemies  fo  terrible  as  the  Gauls  had  joined 
the  Carthaginians  in  attacking  her?  An  invifible 
power  watched  over,  and  ihe  was  fo  unhappy,  as  to 
afcribe  to  her  falfe  dimities  a  protection, .  that  pro- 
ceeded from  the  only  true  God,  whom  fhe  did  not 
know* 

Before  the  eleftion  of  the  new  Confuls,  the  CenfusFafu  ca. 
Was  clofed  for  the  forty-fccond  time»  P*'®** 


T.  Manlius  Torquatus  1L  A.  R.  528, 

_  ••  Ant.  C 
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Afker  the  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  year,  the  Ro-Poiyb.ii. 
-mans  not  doubting  but  they  were  in  a  conditibn  to"^* 
drive  the  Gauls  out  of  all  the  countries  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Po,  as  well  on  this,  as  on  the  othei** 
fide,  made  great  preparations  of  w^r,  and  levied 
troops,  that  took  the  field  under  the  two  new  Con- 
fuls, This  irruption  terrified  the  Boii,  and  they  chofe 
to  fubrtit.  For  the  reft,  the  rains  were  fo  great,  and 
the  plague  fnade  fuch  ra^^'ages  in  the  Roman  army,' 
that  this  campaign  clapfed  without  any  other  memor* 
able  event. 
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^t^?'  p.  FiTRivs  FniLVS. 

-, , .  ..  Thde  Coflfuh  enttredtbe  oiuittf  o£  t&e  InAifari^ 
»^»V.  <»s,  at  the  pirtof  it  viicf^  the  »  Ad4ua  iUk  mixithe 
'  fVD.  AccxKraog  tift  the  heft  audiws,.  this^k  the  firft 
dme  the  Romau  pafled  that  rhrec  Haying  beai 
vtrj  soughly  handled  in  iheir  pafia|^  aad  locanqv 
ments,  and  itndeied  incafAbk  of  aftivg,  thrjr  made 
a  treatjr  wkh  the  Infubnan^  and  qiiTtced  dieir  ooan^ 

ar.     After  a  masch  of  ftvexal  da]^  they  paicd  the 
ufios,  now  called  La  Chiefa»  dtteced  ife  coimtiy  of 
the  CeDomaai  thiir  allies^  in  comundicai  widi  whom 
the  bottom  of  the  Alps  they  fell  agaao  upon  the 
of  the  Iniubrians^  where  thor  plundered  and 
all  the  villages.    The  chiefs  of  that  people, 
fteiag  that  the  Romans  were  fiilty  detsrmined  to  ex- 
tirpate them,   made  the  utmoft  eflEbcts  to   defend 
themfelves,  and  to  the  number  of  fifty  thoufand  men 
came  boldly,  and  with  a  terrible  mkn,  and  iocamped 
in  view  of  the  enemy, 
p.     .         At  this  inflant  a  courier  arrived  from  the  army, 
M^    difpatched  by  the  Senate  with  letters  for  the  Confuls. 
p«  «99*     Wnether  Flaminius  had  been  apprized  (^  their  contents 
by  his  friends,  or  fufpefted  them,  he  did  not  think 
proper  to  open  them,  before  he  gave  battle,  and  in- 
foired  his  coUegue  with  the  fame  refolution. 

The  Confuls,  feeing  then^felves  exceedingly  inferior 
in  number  to  the  enemy,  defigned  at  firfl  to  make  ufe 
in  this  battle  of  die  GaUick  troops  in  their  army. 
But  refleding,  that  the  Gauls  were  not  reputed  to 
make  any  fcruple  of  infringing  treaties,  and  that 
treachery  was  the  more  to  be  ^prehended,  as  the 
queftion  was  to  make  Gauls  fight  a^ainlt  Gauls,  thefr 
were  afraid  to  ufe  thofe  they  had  with  tiiem  in  an  a^- 
fair  fo  delicate  and  important  \  and  to  guard  againfl 
all  treafon,  they  made  them  pals  the  river,  and  after-^ 

•  Now  caUed  the  Adda. 
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^wards  broke  the  bridjges.    As  for  thcmfclves^  they  ^^5^ 
jetnamd  m  thi&  fide,  and  drew  up  ia  batde  on  the     J^ 
bank,  in  order  that  haring  a  river  not  fbirds^le  be- 
kmd  them,  diey  might  mvc  no  hape%  of  i^cjr  but 

iavi£bory. 

Foiybiu»  does  not  approve  the  conduA  of  FiSanxunius 
in  this  kift  point,  nor  fuck  ardifpofidon  of  his  troops^ 
^  left  tibem  no  room  to  faH  back.  For,  if  the  enemy 
#ttring  the  battle  had  made  an  effort,  and  gained  eva 
fy  little  gfowxi  of  his  amiy,  it  had  been  beat  domut 
and  tumbled  into  the  river.  The  valour  of  the  Romans 
hap^fy  pveftrved  them  from  thia  danger. 

An  the  honour  of  this  battde  was  diie  to  the  Trn 
bunes,  who  inftni^d  the  ai^m^  in^^^^eral,  and  eacb 
folefer  in  particular,  how  ic  was  necdSary  to  behave  in 
iL  ^former  battles  they  had  obferved,  that  the  ar- 
dor and  iMpetuoTity  of  the  Gauls^  till  they  bad  receive 
ed  fome  cheek,  made  them  indeed  v^ry  formidable 
in  the  Ssft  ehai^:  btrt  that  their  fWords  had  n^ 
poines,  that  they  hart  only  Mnth  the  edges,  and  that 
btit  onee  ae  a  wbc  :  that  thofe  edges  became  bkinty 
«nd  the  Ma&s  bent  from  one  end  to  the  other :  that 
S^  the  ibldiers,  after  the  fifft  blow,  had  not  time  to 
iet  them  againft  the  ground^  and  to  ftraiten  them 
widi  their  feet,,  they  were  erf  no  fervice.  To  prevent 
the  Gatils  from  making  ufe  of  them,  the  Tribu^nea 
conceived  a  means  which  perfeftly  fucceeded.  They 
made  the  firft  line  take  the  arms  of  the  *  Triatii,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  ja-velin  or  half-pike,  with  orders  after 
diey  had  ufed  it,  to  refume  their  fwords,  and  %& 
come  to  clofe  fight  j  which  was  happily  executed. 
The  Romans  therefore  began  the  aftion  by  pufhing 
dicir  pikes  vigoroufly  at  the  faces  of  the  Gauls,  who 
to  turn  afide  their  blows,  made  ufe  of  their  fabres,  by 
which  their  edges  were  £bon  blunted.  The  Romans 
then  threw  down  their  pikes,  and  with  their  fworda 
charged  the  enemy  with  great  Airy,  and  fo  near,  that 
they'^made  them  aknbft  entirely  rncapaWe  of  ufing 

f  Thit  Tnacai  £ocmed  tha  third  fine* 
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A.R.  5»^  their  fabres,  which  cut  only  downright ; .  whet^as  th^ 
^I'^f*  Roman  fwords,  tliat  had  fliarp  points,  wounded  by 
thruft  and  not  by  downright  blows.  Levelling  their 
points  therefore  at  the  breafts  and  faces,  of  the  Gauls, 
they  made  an  horrible  daughter  of  them  at  this  time« 
Ei^t  thoufahd  were  left  upon  the  fpot,  and  twice  as 
many  made  prifoners.     TIw  fpoils  were  immenfe. 

We  have  faid,  that  a  courier  arrived  at  the  army 
immediately  before  the  battle,  with  a  letter  for  the 
Confuls.  Flaminius  did  not  open  it  till  after  the  de- 
feat of  the  enemy.  The  Senate  alarmed  by  feveral 
prodigies,  had  confulted  the  augurs,  and  on  their  an- 
fwer,  which  was,  that  there  was  fome  d^ifed  in  the 
creation  of  the  Confuls,  had  fent  the  letter,  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking,  to  order  the  Confuls  to  return  ioupe- 
diately  to  Rome,  to  abdicate  their  offices,  and  exprefly 
to  prohibit  their  undertaking  any  thii^  sfflntt  the 
enemy.  Upon  reading  this  letter,  Furius  believed  it 
neceffary  to  return  direftly  to  Rome ;  and  it  is  very 
probable,  that  he  would  not  have  any  jQiare  in  the 
battle,  which  has  been  juft  fought,  for  there  is  not 
any  mention  of  him  in  it.  Flaminius  reprefented  to 
his  coUegue,  **  That  thefe  orders  were  only  the  cflfed. 
of  a  cabal  jealous  of  their  glory.  That  the  vi£l:ory 
they  had  juft  gained,  was  a  certain  proof,  that  tlie 
Gods  were  not  angry  with  them,  and  that  there  had 
been  no  irregularity  in  their  nomination  to  the  Con- 
fuUhip.  That  as  for  himfclf,  he  was  determined  not 
to  return  to  Rome,  till  he  had  put  an  end  to  the  war, 
which  he  had  fo  happily  begun ;  and  not  to  quit  his; 
office  before  the  time.  He  added,  that  he  would 
teach  the  Romans,  by  his  example,  not  to  fufier  them- 
fclves  to  be  grofly  impofed  upon  by  frivolous  fuperfti- 
tions,  and  die  idle  imaginations  of  the  augurs." 
As  Furius  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  the  army  of  Fla- 
minius, which  was  afraid  of  not  being  fafe  in  the 
country,  if  that  of  his  coUegue  retired,  prevaile4 
with  him  to  continue  there  for  fome  time  >  but  h^ 
would  form  no  enterprize,  out  of  refpedb  for  the  or- 
ders of  the  Senate,  Flaminiuis  made  himfetf  mafter 
•^  •■         ■    ■        ~    -       ■    y       ^f 
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of  Ibme  ftrong  places,  and  of  one  of  the  moft  confider-  A^.  519. 
able  cities  in  the  country.  The  fpoils  were  very  great;     ^l'^^' 
and  he  gave  them  all  to  the  foldiers,  in  order  to  con- 
ciliate their  favour  in  the  difpute  which  he  rightly 
forefaw  he  Ihould  have  with  the  Senate. 

Accordingly,  when  he  returned  to  Rome,  they  did  Plut.  in 
not  go  out  to  meet  him,  as  was  the  cuftom,  and  a  ^^^l" 
triumph  was  at  firft  refufed  him.  He  found  them^* 
extremely  incenfcd  againft  him,  not  only  becaufe  he 
had  not  fet  out  immediately,  when  recalled  by  the 
Senate,  which  was  a  criminal  difobedience ;  but  ftill 
more,  becaufe  knowing  the  anfwer  of  the  augurs,  he 
had  paid  no  regard  to  it,  and  had  even  fpokc  of  it  in 
an  impious  and  irreligious  manner.  For,  fays  Plu- 
tarch, the  Romans  had  a  great  refped  for  religion, 
making  all  their  affairs  depend  on  the  will  of  the  Gods 
alone,  and  feverely  condemning  even  in  thofe,  whofe 
fucceflcs  had  been  greateft,  all  negleft,  all  contempt 
for  the  divinations  authorized  by  the  laws  of  their 
country:  fo  much  were  they  perfuaded,  that  what 
contributed  moft  to  the  fafety  of  their  Commonwealth, 
was  not,  that  their  Magiftrates  and  Generals  Ihould 
conquer  their  enemies,  but  that  they  fhould  always  be 
lubmifTive  to  the  Gods.  What  a  leflbn  is  this  for  us, 
and  how  great  a  reproach,  if  we  were  lefs  religious 
than  Pagans  ! 

It  was  the  Senate  principally,  who  had  declared  a- 
gjdnft  Flaminius  :  but  the  favour  of  the  People,  which 
ne  had*  gained  when  Tribune,  prevailed  dver  all  the 
oppofition  of  the  Senators.  Flaminius  obtained  the 
honour  of  a  triumph ;  and  by  a  neceflary  confequence 
it  could  not  be  refufed  to  his  coUegue.  But  imme- 
diately after  the  ceremony  they  were  both  obliged  to 
abdicate  their  office.  In  all  the  conduct  of  this  Flami- 
nius, it  is  eafy  to  perceive  the  temerity,  which,  fomc 
few  years  after,  made  him  lofe  the  battle  of  Thra- 
fymenus  againft  Hannibal. 

Plutarch,  on  the  occafion  of  the  contempt  which  ibid,  p^ 
Flaminius  had  expreffed  for  the   aufpices,  relates  a  3oo- 
very  Angular  faft.     Two  priefts  of  the  moft  confi- 
Vol.  IIL  U  derable 
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A.R.5i9^derabie  houfes  in  Rome,  Cornelius  Cethegus  and  Q. 
Ant.  c.  Sulpicius,  were  divcfted  of  the  priefthood ;  the  firft  for 
**^'  havingoflfered  the  entrails  of  the  viftim  contrary  to  the 
prcfcribed  order  and  ceremonies ;  and  the  latter,  be-» 
caufe  during  the  time  he  was  offering  a  facrifice,  the 
rod,  which  was  on  the  top  of/ the  cap  worn  by  the 
priefts,  called  Flamines,  fell  down.  This  was  carry- 
ing fcruple  a  great  way.  But,  as  exceffive  and  fuper- 
ftitious  as  it  was,  it  at  leafl:  fhews,  how  far  the  reveren- 
tial awe  of  thofe  charged  with  the  facerdotal  office 
ought  to  go  amongft  us. 


A.R.530.         M.  Claudius  Marcellus. 

Ant    C* 

^'jj.  '  Cn.  Cornelius  Scipio  Calvus. 

Kut.  in  The  firft  of  the  Confuls  is  the  famous  Marcellus,  of 
MarccL  ^rhom  much  will  be  faid  in  the  war  with  Hannibal, 
^'  *^*'  and  who  will  be  five  times  Conful.  According  to 
♦  Plutarch,  he  was  the  firft  of  his  houfe  furnamed  Mar- 
cellus, that  is  to  fay.  Martial.  He  feemed  born  for 
war,  robuft  of  body,  perfonally  brave,  a  man  of  wit 
and  execution,  ardent  and  daring  in  battle,  but  gentle, 
modeft,  and  cool  in  all  other  refpefts.  He  had  a 
great  tafte  for  the  Greek  literature,  (in  which  the  La- 
tines  were  hitherto  but  fmatterers)  but  that  tafte 
went  no  farther  than  to  efteem  and  admire  thofe  who 
diftinguiihed  themfelves  in  it.  As  to  himfelf,  engrofled 
by  war,  he  had  not  leifure  to  apply  to  eloquence  fo 
much  as  he  could  have  dcfired.  Whilft  he  was  very 
young,  he  had  deferved  the  crowns  and  other  rewards, 
conferred  by  the  Generals  upon  valour ;  and  his  repu- 
tation encreafing  every  day,  the  People  chofe  him 
*Curule  iEdile,  and  the  Priefts  created  him  an  Augur. 
He  always  difcharged  the  functions  q§  the  offices  given 
him  with  honour. 
Ibid.  300.-  At  the  time  that  he  was  eledted  Conful,  the  G^uls 
fent  AmbaflTadors  to  make  propofals  of  accommoda- 
tion.    The  Senate  was  fufficiently  inclined  to  peace, 

•  Plutarch  is  contradicted  by  Livy  in  this  circumftance,  who  L  via. 
n*  18.  mcDdons  one  M.Clattdius  ^wcelluS|  ai Conful. 
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but  MarccUus  animated  the  People  againft  the  Gauls,  ^-^^ 550. 
and  determined  them  for  the  war.  The  latter,  re-  "^ j,  * 
duced  to  take  arms,  made  preparations  for  a  laft  effort. 
They  raifed  about  thirty  thoufand  men  amongft  the 
Gsefata?,  whom  they  kept  in  readinefs,  againft  the 
enemy's  coming.  In  the  fpring  the  Confuls  entered 
the  country  of  the  Infubrians,  and  having  incamped 
near  Acetrae,  a  city  between  the  Po  and  the  Alps,  they 
befieged  that  place.  As  they  had  feized  the  advan^^ 
cageous  polls  firft,  the  Infubrians  could  not  give  it  aid. 
However,  to  make  the  enemy  raife  the  fiege,  they 
made  part  of  their  army  pafs  the  Po,  and  befieged 
Claftidium,  a  fmall  town  which  the  Romans  had  lately 
fubjeded.  Upon  this  news  Marcellus  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry  and  part  of  the  infantry,  haftened  to  the 
aid  of  the  befieged.  The  Gauls,  leavi/ig  Claftidium, 
marched  to  meet  the  Romans,  and  drew  up  in  battle. 
They  already  confidered  him  as  defeated,  feeing  the 
fmaU  number  of  foot  that  followed  him,  and  making 
flight  of  his  horfe.  For  being  very  dexterous  in  battles 
on  horfeback,  as  the  Gauls  were  in  general,  and  be- 
lieving they  had  a  great  advantage  on  that  fic)e,  on 
this  occafion  they  aSb  faw  themfelves  much  fuperior 
to  Marcellus  in  number. 

They  therefore  marched  diredlly  to  him  with  an 
impctuofity  full  of  fury,  and  great  menaces,  as  affurcd 
of  viftory.  Their  King  Viridomarus,  fuperbly  mount- 
ed, was  in  the  front  of  his  battalions  and  fiquadrons. 
Marcellus,  to  prevent  them  from  furrounding  him  in 
tSeA  of  the  fmall  number  of  his  troops,  extended  the 
wifitgs  of  his  cavalry  as  far  as  he  could,  and  made 
diem  occupy  a  great  extent  of  ground,  by  weakening 
them  in  depth,  till  they  prefented  a  front  almoft  equal 
to  that  of  the  enemy. 

When  they  were  upon  the  point  of  engaging  the 
Gauls,  he  made  a  vow  to  confecrate  the  beft  arms 
taken  from  the  enemy  to  Jupiter  Feretrius.  At  that 
inftant  the  King  of  the  Gauls  perceiving  him,  and 
judg^g  from  (everal  marks,  that  he  was  the  Ge- 
aeral  of  the  Romans,  he  fpurred  Jiis  horfe  againft  him 
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A.R.  53o.full  fpeed,  calling  upon  him  with  a  loiid  voice  to  defy 
^a*j^'  him  to  a  combat,  and  brandifliing  a  long  and  weighty 
fpear.  He  was  a  very  well  made  man,  fuperior  in 
ftature  even  to  the  other  Gauls,  who  were  generally 
very  large  •,  bcfides  which  he  glittered  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, his  armour  being  inriched  with  gold  and  filver, 
and  adorned  with  purple  and  the  moft  lively  colours, 
that  he  feemed  like  lightning  breaking  from  the 
tlouds. 

Marcellus,  ftruck  with  this  fplendid  appearance, 
caft  his  eyes  over  the  enemy's  battle,  and  feeing  no 
armour  fo  fine  as  this  King's,  he  did  not  doubt  but 
thofc  were  the  arms  he  had  vowed  to  Jupiter..  Spur- 
ring againft  him  therefore  with  the  utmoft  vigour,  he 
pierced  his  enemy's  cuirafs  with  his  fpear.  The  ftroke, 
•augmented  by  the  fwiftnefs  and  impetuofity  of  his 
horfe,  was  fo  forciblej  that  it  threw  the  King  on  his 
back  to  the  ground.  Marcellus  turned  upon  him, 
and  gave  him  a  fecond  and  third  wound,  which  killed 
him  entirely  \  and  leaping  inftantly  from  his  horfe,  he 
IVript  off  his  arms,  and  taking  them  up  lifted  them 
towards  heaven  as  an  offering  to  Jupiter  Feretrius, 
pray  ins  that  God  to  grant  the  like  prote&ion  to  all  his  " 
troops.  I'he  defeat  of  the  King  drew  on  that  of  hb 
army,  •  The  Roman  cavalry  charged  the  Gauls  with 
impetuofity,  who  at  firft  made  fome  refiftance.  But 
that  horfe  having  afterwards  furrounded  and  attacked 
them  in  flank  and  rear,  they  gave  way  on  all  fides. 
Part  of  them  were  pufhed  headlong  into  the  river : 
but  much  the  greater  number  were  put  to  the  fword. 
The  Gauls,  who  were  in  Acetrae,  abandoned  the  place 
to  the  Romans,  and  retired  to  Milan,'  which  was  the 
capital  of  the  Infubrians. 

The  Conful  Corneli]Us  followed  them  clofe,  and  be- 
'  fieged  them  diere.  As  the  garrifon  was  very  numerous, 
and  made  frequent  fallies,  the  befiegers  had  much  to 
fuffer,  and  were  very  rudely  handled.  Every  thing 
changed  afpeft,  when  Marcellus  appeared  before  the 
place.  The  Gasfatas,  who  were  informed  of  the  de- 
feat of  their  troops,  and  their  King's  death,  having 
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determined  at  all  events  to  return  into  their  own  coun-  A.  R.  530, 
try,  Milan  was  taken,  and  the  Infubrians  furrendered  ^^l\^' 
all  their  other  cities  to  the  Romans,  who  granted  them 
peace  upon  reafonable  conditions  ;  contenting  them- 
fclves  with  depriving  them  of  part  of  their  territory, 
and  exacting  certain  fums  from  them,  and  to  reim- 
burfe  the  expences  of  the  war. 

At  length,  after  fome  few  years  more  than  five 
hundred,  we  fee  all  Italy,  from  the  weft  to  the  eaft, 
that  is  to  fay,  from  the  Alps  to  the  Ionian  fea,  ibbjed* 
cd  to  the  Romans. 

.  The  Senate  decreed  the  honour  of  a  triumph  only 
to  Marcellus  ;  and  his  triumph  was  one  of  the  moft 
remarkable  Rome  had  ever  feen,  as  well  from  the 
great  riches  and  quantity  of  fine  fpoils,  as  the  multi- 
tude, Md  prodigious  ftature  of  the  captives,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  whole  proceflion.  But  the  moft 
new  and  moft  agreeable  objedt  was  Marcellus  himfelf, 
carrying  the  armour  of  the  Barbarian  King  to  Jupiter. 
For  having  caufed  the  trunk  of  an  oak  to  be  cut,  he 
formed  atrophy,  by  difpofing  thofe  arms  in  proper 
order  upon  it. 

When  the  whole  pomp  was  fet  out,  he  got  into  his 
chariot  drawn  by  four  horfes  abreaft,  and  taking  the 
trunk  of  an  oak  fo  dreft  up,  he  pafled  through  the 
whole  city  with  his  trophy  on  his  Ihoulders :  it  had 
the  form  of  an  armed  man,  and  conftituted  the  moft 
fuperb  ornament  of  his  triumph.  The  whole  army 
followed  him  in  magnificent  arms,  finging  the  fon^ 
compofed  for  this  ceremony,  andlbngsof  viftory  to 
the  praife  of  Jupiter  and  their  General. 

As  foon  as  he  came  in  this  order  to  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Feretrius,  he  fixed  up  and  confecrated  this 
trophy.  He  was  the  third  and  laft  General,  who  had 
the  glory  of  obtaining  the  fpoils  called  ^olia  apitna. 
We  have  fpoke  elfewhere  of  what  the  Romans  under- 
ftood  by  that  term.  Welhall  only  obferve  here  that 
Romulus  was  the  firft  who  obtained  the  ^olia  cpima^ 
after  having  killed  Acron  King  of  the  Caeninenfds  : 
Cornelius  CofTus  the  fecond,  who  defeated  and  killed 
U  3  ToJuci- 
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A.R.  530.  Tolnmnius  King  of  the  Vcientcs :  and  the  third  Mar- 

^rzi.^'  cellus,  after  having  killed  Viridomarus  King  of*  the 
Gauls. 

The  Fafti  fay,  that  MarcjcUus  triumphed  over  the 
Gauls  and  Germans,  This  is  the  firft  tinae  the  Ger- 
mans are  mentioned  in  the  Roman  Hiftory.  Thofe 
whom  the  Romans  call  Germans  in  this  {dace,  are  un- 
doubtedly the  Gaefatas. 

The  Romans  were  fo  much  rejoiced  on  account  of 
this  viftory,  and  the  conclufion  of  this  war,  that  they 
caufed  a  gold  cup  to  be  made  of  part  of  the  plunder, 
which  they  fent  to  Delphi  to  Apollo  Pythicus,  as  a ' 
monument  of  their  gratitude ;  liberally  divided  the 
Ipoils  with  the  cities  that  had  embraced  their  party  5 
and  fent  a  great  part  of  them  to  Hiero  King  of  Syni- 
cufe,  their  faithful  friend  and  ally.     They  alfo  paid 

^^\      him  the  value  of  the  corn  which  he  had  given  the  Ro- 

XXV.  4.     mans  during  the  war  with  the  Gauls, 

A.R.  531.         P.  Cornel  I  ys. 
^h^'  M.  MiNucius  RuFus-  : 


ftll. 


The  two  Confuls  were  fent  againft  new  enemies^  the 
people  of  ♦  Iftria,  pirates  by  profeffion,  who  had 
either  taken  or  plundered  fome  Roman  merchant  (hips. 
They  were  foon  obliged  to  fubmit.  n 

Hannibal  fucceeded  Afdrubal  this  year,  and  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  armies  in  Spain. 

A.R.532.         L.  Veturius. 

Ant.  C.  C.  LUTATIUS. 

S20« 

Demetrius  of  Pharos^  forgetting  the  obllg^ions  he 
was  under. to  the  Romans,  ai\d  even  Aoing  fo  far  as  to 
treat  them  with  contempt,  becaufe  he  had  feen  the 
terror  into  which  the  Gauls  had  thrown  them,  and  bc- 
fides  forefaw  that  they  would  foon  have  the  Cartha- 
ginians upon  their  hands,  thought  he  might  rav^ 
the  cities  of  lUyricum,  that  belonged  tp  the  Romans, 

•  Province  of  the  State  of  Venice. 

2  ^ith 
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with  impunity.  For  this  purpofe,  he  failed  with  fifty  A.  R.  53a. 
fliips  beyond  fLiflus,  contrary  to  the  faith  of  treaties,  ^^^f' 
by  which  he  was  obliged  not  to  pafs  beyond  that  city 
with  more  than  two  ihips,  and  thofe  not  armed  for 
war  \  and  he  plundered  the  iflands  Cyclades,  and  laid 
them  under  contribution.  He  had  engaged  the  newly 
fubje^ted  people  of  Iftria,  and  the  Atintani,  in  his 
party,  and  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  Ihbuld  receive  a 
confiderable  aid  from  the  King  of  Macedonia,  with 
whom  he  was  united  by  their  common  intereils.  War 
was  declared  againft  him,  and  without  lofs  of  time 
preparations  were  made  for  it.  The  Romans  took  ali 
poffible  care  to  prcferve  the  peace  of  the  provinces 
fituated  to  the  eaft  of  Italy ;  in  order  not  to  have  fe- 
veral  enemies  upon  their  hands^at  the  fame  time,  and 
to  put  themfelves  into  a  condition  to  fupport  the  war 
ag»Dft  the  Carthaginians  with  vigour. 

In  the  rnean  time  the  Cenfus  was  compleated  for 
the  forty-third  time.  The  number  of  the  citizens  a- 
mqimted  to  two  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  thirteen.  L.  ^milius  and  C.  Flaminius 
were  then  Cenfors. 

The  multitude  of  the  freedmen  difperfed  confufedly 
into  all  the  Tribes,  had  hitherto  excited  abundance  of 
troubles.  The  Cenfors,  after  the  example  of  Fabius 
Maximus,  included  them  in  the  four  Tribes  of  the 
city. 

Flaminius,  in  the  fame  Cenforlhip,  made  a  great     , 
way,  or  road,  which  led  to  Ariminum,  and  built  the 
Circus ;  both  which  took  their  names  from  him. 

M.  Livius  Salinator.  A.R.533. 

L.  JEhiiLivs  Paulus.  a,^, ' 

The  cai-e  of  the  war  of  lUyricum  againft  Demetrius  Poiyb.  iH. 
was  confided  to  thefe  Confuls ;  of  which  the  latter  is  '73>  '74- 
the   father  of  him  who  conquered  Perfeus  King  of » 
Macedonia.     Upon  the  news  that  the  Romans  were 

t  Tbu  city,  now  called  Alefo,  was  the  lifi  in  Dlyrictun^  upon  the 
frositier  next  Macedonia  and  Epirus. 

.  U  4  pre- 
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'^ ^-  533*  prqparing  to  attack  him,  he  had  put  himfclf  into  a  con- 

^"9.^'  dition  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  He  threw  4 
ftrong  garrifon  into  DimuUum,  with  all  the  necefiary 
munitions.  He  caufed  the  principal  citizens,  whom 
he  fufpcdtcd,  to  be  put  to  death  -,  gave 'the  gorcm- 
ment  to  thofe  whom  he  believed  in  his  own  intereft  ; 
and  chofe  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  of  which 
he  had  the  admimflration,  fix  thoufand  of  the  braveft 
anen  to  guard  Pharos. 

The  Conful  -Slmilius  arrived  in  the  mean  time  in 
Illyricum ;  and  becaufe  the  enemy  relied  much  upon 
the  ftrength  of  DimuUum,  which  tlicy  believed  im- 
pregnable, ;Lnd  the  provifion  they  had  made  for  its 
defence,  he  refoived,  in  order  to  daunt  them,  to  open 
the  campaign  with  the  liege  of  that  place.  He  ani- 
mated each  of  the  principal  officers  in  particular,  and 
carried  on  the  works  on  feveral  fides  with  fo  much 
diligence,  that  the  place  was  taken  by  ftorm  thefcventh 
day.  This  fufficed  to  make  the  arms  of  the  enemy 
fall  out  of  their  hands.  They  immediately  came  from 
all  the  cities  to  fufrendcr  themfelves  to  the  Romans, 
and  to  put  themfelves  under  their  proteftion.  The 
Conful  received  them  all  upon  fuch  conditions  as  he 
thought  moft  convenient,  and  immediately  fet  fail  to 
attack  Demetrius  himfelf  in  Pharos. 

Having  been  informed,  that  the  city  was  ftrong,  the 
garrifon  numerous  and  compofed  of  chofen  trpops,  and 
that  it  had  provifions  and  all  other  munitions  in  a- 
bundance,  he  was  afraid,  that  the  fiege  would  be  dif- 
ficult, and  of  long  duration.  To  avoid  that  inconvc- 
niehce,  he  had  recourfe  to  aftratagem.  He  landed 
during  the  night  in  the  ifland  with  his  whole  army  5 
j)ofted  the  greateft  part  of  it  in  woods  and  other  co- 
vered places,  and  a^  day-break  put  to  fea  again,  and 
in  open  view  entered  the  port  neareft  the  city  with 
twenty  veflels.  Demetrius  perceived  him,  and  think- 
ing to  make  nothing  of  fo  fmall  a  force,  marched  to 
the  port  to  oppofe  the  defcent  of  the  enemy.  They 
werefcarce  come  to  Wows,  than  the  adion  growing 
hot,  frefh  troops  came  perpetually  from  the  city  to 
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the  aid  of  thofe  engaged  At  length  the  whole  gar--  A.R.5nt 
rifon  was  drawn  out.  The  Roman  troops,  who  had  ^\'^ 
landed  in  the  night,  having  fet  out  by  ways  covered 
from  view,  arrived  at  that  moment.  Between  the 
city  and  tlw?  port  there  was  a  ftcep  eminence.  This' 
they  feized,  and  thereby  cut  off  the  communicatiott 
with  the  city  of  thofe  who  had  quitted  it  to  attack 
the  Conful.  Demetrius  then  thought  no  longer  of 
preventing  the  Romans  from  landing.  He  drew  up 
his  troops,  exhorted  them  to  do  their  duty,  and  led 
them  on  to  the  Eminence,  with  defign  to  fight  in  line 
of  battle.  The  Romans^  who  faw  that  the  lUyrians 
approached  with  impetuofity  and  in  good  order,  ad- 
vanced againft  them  and  charged  them  with  ailonifh- 
ing  vigour.  Whilft  this  pafled,  the  Romans  who  had 
juft  landed,  attacked  them  in  the  rear.  The  Illyrians, 
furrounded  on  ail  fides,  were  in  extreme  confufion  and 
diforder.  At  length,  puftied  in  front  and  rear,  they 
were  obliged  to  fly.  Some  efcaped  into  the  city ;  but 
the  greateft  part  of  them  difperfed  into  the  ifland  by 
fecret  ways.  Demetrius  got  on  board  Ihips  which  he 
had  at  anchor  in  concealed  places ;  and  putting  to  fea 
during  the  night,  arrived  happily  at  the  court  of 
Philip  King  of  Macedonia,  where  he  pafTed  the  reft  of 
his  life.  He  contributed  much  by  his  flattery  and  Polyb, 
pernicious  cpunfels,  to  pervert  and  corrupt  the  difpo-  ^^^ 
firion  of  that  'prince,  who  in  the  beginning  of  his  1.  vii.' 
reign  had  acquired  general  efteem  •,  and  it  was  he  prin- 
cipally, that  to  avenge  liimfelf,  induced  Philip  to  de- 
clare againft  the  Romans,  whereby  he  drew  a  long 
train  of  misfortunes  upon  himfclf.  How  much  care 
ought  young  Princes  to  take  in  the  choice  of  thofe, 
in  whom  they  place  their  confidence,  and  with  what 
caution  ought  they  to  remove  all  from  about  their 
perfons,  in  whom  they  difcover  a  difpofition  to  flat- 
tery ! 

-ffimilius,  after  this  victory,  entered  Pharos  by 
ftorm,  and  demolifhed  it,  after  having  given  die 
plunder  of  it  to  hisfoldiers.     All  lUyricum  received  , 

the  law  from  the  Romans.    The  throne  wa§  rcferved 

to 
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A.K.53s.to4iieycA]ng  Pineus,  whpiiad  no  ihare  in  the  revolt 
^Lf'  efhis  guardian.     Some  new  cpnditions  were  added  to 
the  fonner  treaty  concluded  with  the  Queen  Teuta^ 
his  mother-in-law. 

At  the  end  of  the  fummcr,  when  every  thing  had 
been  regulated  in  Illyricum,  the  Conful  returned  to 
Rome^  which  he  entered  in  triumph.'  AU  the  ho* 
nours  were  paid  him^  and  ail  the  applaufes  given  him» 
which  the  addrds  and  valour  he  had  fliewn  in  the 
war^  Illyricum  deferved. 

In  this  relation  we  have  followed  Polybius,  who 

%         fpeaks  only  of  ^milius  ;  Livius  his  collegue,  muft 

however  have  fliared  in  the  fuccefs  of  the  war ;  be- 

caufe  it  is  certain  that  he  triumphed :  of  which  what 

is  now  to  follow,  is  an  evident  proof. 

Both  of  them^  after  the  expiration  of  their  ofEce^ 
were  cited  before  the  People,  and  equally  accufed  of 
having  converted  part  of  the  fpoils  to  their  own  ufe, 
4Um1  ci  not  having  obferved  a  juft  and  reafonable 
equality  in  the  diftribution  they  had  made  of  the  reft 
4o  the  fbldiers.  iEmilius  did  not  get  over  this  trial 
without  difficulty ;    and  all  the  Tribes,  except  the 

^^•"^"•Mascian,   condemned  Livius.     This  indignity  gave 

^  him  the  moft  fenfible  affli^lion.     He  quitted  Rome, 

•retired  into  the  country,  renounced  the  public  aflfaics 
and  all  conimerce  of  the  world,  all  the  emergencies  * 
i^the  Commonwealth  obliged  him  to  refume  his  ufuai 

ibid.wix.c^urfeoflife.    We  (hall  fee  him  aft  in  the  Cenfor- 
•ftip  m  a  very  extraordinary  manner. 

It  was  in  this  Confulihip,  that  Archagathus  cimie 
from  Peloponnefus  to  Rome,  where  he  was  the  firft 
^hat  exercifed  the  profeffion  of  a  Phyfician.  H6  had 
4:he  freedom  of  the  city  conferred  upon  him,  and  was 
honourably  entertained  and  lodged  at  the  expence  <^ 

Ant.  Hift.^^  public.     I  have  fpoke  of  hini  elfewhere. 

'  *  Under  the  fame  Confuls  colonies  were  fent  to  Pla- 
'^ntia  and  Cremona,  which  very  much  exafperated 
4he  Boii  and  Infubrians  againft  Rome. 

Tal,Max,      ^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  elfewhere  how  attentive  the  Romans 
were  not  to  admit  new  forms  ^f  worlhip,  and  foreign 

rcligion;s^ 
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religions*  They  were  cxprefsly  prohibited  by  a  law  A.  R.  533. 
of  the  twelve  tables,  unlefs  the  public  ^  authority  in-  ^^'  ^ 
tervened.  Notwithftanding  the  vigilance  of  the  ma-  *''* 
giftrates,  new  ceremonies  were  introduced  from  time 
to  time  in  Rome.  The  Cooful,  of  whom  we  have  been 
peaking,  found  the  worihip  of  Ifis  and  Serapis, 
Egyptian  divinities,  almoft  univerially  eftablifhed  a^ 
mongft  the  populace.  The  Senate  decreed,  that  the 
chapels,  which  had  been  eredied  to  them,  fhould  be 
demoKlhed.  No  maibn  could  be  found,  that  would 
allift  in  the  execution  of  this  decree,  fuch  deep  root 
had  fuperftition  taken  in  *the  minds  of  the  people.  If 
we  may  believe  Vaiehus  Maximus,  the  Conful  Paulus 
iEmilius  was  obli^d  to  perform  this  oflke  himfelf ; 
who  laid  afide  his  Coniular  robe,  and  demolifhed 
thde  monuments  of  the  Egyptian  worfhip  with  an 
ax. 

The  fame  author  relates  another  fa6t,  which  hap- Val.Max« 
pened  at  the  fame  time,  and  appears  itiU  more  fabu- v*^* 
lous.     Whilft  the  Prsetor  ^lius  Partus  Tubero  was 
difpenfmg  juftice  on  his  tribunal  in  the  Forum,  a 
.woodpedcer  came  and  perched  upon  his  head,  where 
it  continued  quietly.     The  fa&  feemed  Angular.  The 
augurs,  who  were  confulted  immediately,  replied,  that  • 
if  the  Pnetor  let  the  bird  live,  it  would  be  mudi  for 
the  good  ,o(  his  family,  but  very  bad  for  die  Comi^ 
monwealth  -,  and  that  the  contrary  would  happen,  if 
he  kiHed  it.     He  did  not  hefitate  a  moment  ^  ne  tore 
the  woodpecker  to  pieces,  and  the  event  is  faid  to 
have  verified  the  anfwer.    Seventeen  of  his  family 
penflied  in  the  battle  of  Cannae. 

I  promifed  to  fpeak  of  the  Tribes  of  Rome  at  the 
^  of  this  bode,  to  which  I  proceed. 
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tN  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Infcrip* 
T  tions  and  Belles  Lettres,  there  are  fevcral  learned 
diflertations  of  Mr.  Boindin's  upon  the  Roman  Tribes, 
from  which  I  have  cxtrafted  the  greateft  part  of  what 
I  (halLfay  in  this  place,  that  feemed  neccffary  for  giv- 
ing the  generality  of  readers  a  fufficient  idea  of  this 
fub)e£t,  which  often  recurs  in  the  Roman  Hiftory. 

A  certain  number  of  the  people,  whom  Romulus 
had  diftributed  into  three  diftridb  or  quarters  of  the 
city,  were  at  firft  called  a  Tribe,  perhaps  from  that 
divifion ;  though  Livy  fays,  1.  vi.  c.  5.  a  Triimio. 
Thefc  three  Tribes  were  divided^according  to  the  dif- 
ference of  the  three  nations  of  which  the  Roman  Peo- 
ple were  then  compbfed:  the  firft  founders  of  the 
tolony  were  called  Ramnenfes,  or  Ramnes ;  the  Sa« 
bines,  Titienfes  ;  and  the  Tufcans,  Luceres. 

Scrvius  TuUius  having  fupprefled  the  antient  Tribes, 
of  which  the  names  were  no  longer  retained,  except  in 
the  centuries  of  the  cavalry,  inftituted  new  ones.  The 
Romans  were  at  that  time  pent  up  within  very  narrow 
•bounds,  and  their  frontiers  did  not  extend  beyond  five 
or  fix  miles,  their  whole  territory  confifting  of  the 
country  round  Rome,  which  was  afterwards  called 
Ager  Romanus,  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  cities  of 
Tibur,  Prenefte,  and  Alba*,  on  thefouth  by  the  port 
ofOftia,  and  the  fea  •,  on  the  weft  by  that  part  of 
Hetruria,  which  the  Latines  called  Septempagium; 
and  on  the  north  by  the  cities  of  Fidenae,  Cruftume- 
rium,  and  the  river  Anio,  now  called  the  Teverone. 

In  this  fmall  extent  of  country,  were  contained  all 
the  Tribes  inftituted  by  Scrvius  Tullius ;  that  is  to 
fay,  four  in  the  city  and  *  feventeen  in  the  country. 

•  What  Livy  fays,  ii.  17.  that  the  Tribe  inftituted  the  «59th  year 
of  Rome,  was  the  one  and  twentieth,  leaves  room  to  condude,  that 
Sendus  Tullius  inftituted  only  fixteen  ruftic  Tribes. 

The 
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The  four  of  the  city  were  denominated  from  its 
four  principal  quarters,  and  were  called  Suburana, 
Efquilina,  Collina,  and  Palatina.  They  took  place 
of  all  the  reft  at  firft,  not  only  becaufe  they  were  in- 
ftitutcd  firft,  but  becaufe  they  were  then  the,  moft 
honourable,  though  they  afterwards  fell  into  contempt. 
Dionyfius  of  Halicamaflus  relates,  that  Servius  TuUius 
sdligned  thefe  Tribes  to  the  Freedmen. 

It  is  probable,  that  Servius  TuUius  at  firft  divided 
the  territory  of  Rome  into  feventeen  parts,  of  which 
he  formed  as  many  Tribes,  that  were  called  Ruflic 
Tribes,  to  diflinguilh  them  from  thofe  of  the  city. 
All  thefe  Tribes  were  called  at  firft  by  the  names  of 
the  places  where  they  were  fituated.  But  moft  of 
them  having  afterwards  taken  the  names  of  Roman 
families,  only  five  of  them  retained  their  antient  names, 
of  which  in  confequence  the  exaft  fituation  may  be 
determined. 

The  Romans  augmented  the  number  of  their  Tribes 
from  time  to  time,  in  proportion  as  that  of  their  citi- 
zens encreafed,  and  as  they  conquered  new  trafts  of 
couhtry  from  the  different  nations  of  Italy,  to  which 
they  fent  colonies  compofcd  of  antient  citizens,  in 
order  to  lay  the  foundations  of  their  empire  in  them. 
•  And  this  was  in  reality  the  beft  method  for  extend- 
ing their  power.  For  all  thefe  colonies  were  (o  many 
advanced  pofts,  which  ferved  not  only  to  cover  their 
frontiers,  and  to  awe  the  provinces  in  which  they  were 
fituated,  but  to  Ipread  the  fpirit  and  tafte  of  the  Ro- 
man government  in  them,  by  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities they  enjoyed.  It  was  not  till  ^ter  the  fa- 
mous fiege  of  Veii,  and  till  the  Romans  had  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  part  of  Hetruria,  that  they  ih- 
ftit\ited  f  the  four  firft  of  the  fourteen  Tribes,  which 
are  afcribed  to  the  Confular  times  in  the  368th  year 

•  Hoc  m  genere,  ficut  in  ceteris  Reip.  partibu$y  eft  oper»  pretiom 
diligentiammajorum  recordan,  qui  colonias  fic  idoaeis  m  locis  contm 
fufpicionem  periculi  collocarunt,  ut  elTe  non  oppida  Italise,  fed  pro* 
pugnacula  imperii  viderentnr.    In  Rvll.  ii.  73. 

t  Tribus  Guataor  ex  novis  civibus  additse^  Stellatina^  Fromendii% 
{^ati03^  ^  Ajoienfis,    Liv.vi.j* 
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of  Rome.  They  afterwards  added  others  to  them 
from  time  to  time  for  the  fame  reafons,  till  the  Tnbes  • 
Vclina  and  Quirina  were  inftituted  in  the  couritry  of 
the  Sabines,  which  were  the  laft  of  the  fourteen  infti- 
ttited  by  die^Confuls.  With  the  four  city  Tribes^ 
and  the  fevcnteen  Ruftic  of  Servius  Tullius^  they  made 
up  the  number  of  thirty-five,  of  which  the  Roman 
People  were  ever  after  compofed. 

When  all  the  States  of  Italy  were  made  free  citizens 
of  Rome,  eight  new  ones  were  created  for  the  multi- 
tude of  new-comers.  But  they  did  not  fubfift  long, 
and  the  Tribes  were  reduced  again  to  the  number  of 
thirty-five. 

It  only  remams  for  tts  to  fpeak  of  the  political  form 
4^  the  Tribes,  and  to  (hew  the  different  ufes  made  of 
them  under  the  Kings,  and  under  the  Confuls. 

Though  the  Sabines  and  Tufcans^  whom  Romulus 
had' incorporated  with  the  Romans,  formed  only  one 
and  the  fame  people  with  them,  thofe  nations  however 
compoied  three  difix^rent  Tribes,  tlKit  lived  f<^iarately, 
and  without  mingling  with  each  other,  till  the  time  of 
Servius  Tullius.  They  were  equally  fubjc6t  to  the 
Prince's*  authority,  but  had  each  a  Chief  of  their  own 
nation,  who  were  ak4nd  of  Lieutenants  to  him,*  on 
whom  he  reHed  for  their  behaviour.  Thefe  chiefs  had 
other  officers  under  them,  to  whom  they  confided  the 
cafe  of  the  Curias :  for  each  Tribe  wa»  divided  into 
ten  Curids  or  different  quitters,  each  of  which  had  its 
magiftrate  called  Curio,  who  was  alfo  the  minifter  of 
the  facrifices,  and  religious  feftivals  of  the  Curia. 
Befides  this,  each  Tribe  had  its  augur,  who  Euid  the 
care  of  die  aufpices. 

AH  the  Curiae  had  an  equal  (hare  in  the  honours 
civil  and  military.  It^as  in  their  gi^neral  aflembly, 
called  Comitia  Curiata,  that  the.  m<^  important  alEurs 
of  the  publick  were  decided.  For  though  the  State 
was  monarchieal'  at  that  timfeF,  ritkhfcr  thx^  pc^wtr  oFthe 
Frince  was  fo  arbitrary,  nor  the  authority  of  the  Senate 
fo  abfolute,  as  to  exclude  the  People  from  a  grcut 
fhare  in  the  government.    They  not  only  had  a  right 
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to  determine  in  refpeA  to  war  or  peace,  but  could 
either  receive  or  rejefi:  laws,  and  hiKi  even  the  liberty 
to  eled  ail  fuch  as  were  to  have  any  authority  under 
them.  For.  as  there  were  no  other  Comitia  at  that  tknel 
but  thofe  of  the  Curiae,  in  which  all  the  citizen^ 
equally  had  voices,  and  the  number  of  the  Plebeian! 
in  each  Curia  far  exceeded  that  of  the  Patricians  and 
Knights,  the  ele<%ions  almoft  always  depended  On 
their  fuffrages. 

.  This  induced  Servius  TuUius  to  inftttute  the  Comi« 
ti^  Centuriata,  (afiemblies  by  centuries)  in  which*  tte 
rich  and  great  had  all  power,  as  we  have  fhewn  eUe^ 
where ;  to  fupprefs  the  antient  Tribes,  which  till  theli 
had  filled  in  the  government ;  and*ta  eftablifh  new 
ones,  to  whom  he  left  no  authority,  who  fcrved  only 
to  divide  the  Roman  territory  into  diiiridts,  and  to  ex*- 
prefs  the  place  of  the  city  and  country,  where  each 
citizen  inhabited. 

A»die  Ruftic  TAbes  were  compofed  at  that  thne 
only  of  citizens,  who  lived  in  the  country^  and  ctild** 
vated  their  own  lands  j  and  all  who  refided  at  Rome^ 
were  included  in  thofe  of  the  city,  the  latter  were  at 
firft  die  moil  honourable.  But  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
Genfbrs  Jiaving  degraded  them  by  including  the  wllolb 
populace  and  freedmen  in  them,  the  Psltricians  zSk&td 
to  be  removed  into  the  Ruftic  Tribes,  and  e^eciaHUy 
into  the  kft  and  moft  remote,  becaufe  the  firfr  iilfb- 
tuted  by  Servius  TuUius,  and  which  were  neareft 
R^me,  were  coveted  by  new  citizens. 

From  the  eftablifhment  of  the  new  plm  laid  down 
by  Servius  TuUius,  the  Tribes  had  nO  (hare  in  the 
public  affairs.  The  affemblies  by  Curist  and  Cen- 
turies divided  all  authority :  and  even  the  a0emblids 
by  Guriie  were  held  almoft  folely  for  form's  (kke,  md 
on  account  of  the  aufpices,  which  were  peculiar  to 
themu  The  Great  were  entirely  matters  in  the  affinv 
bli*s  by  centuries,  wherein  the  Confuls,  and  in  procefs 
of  time,  all  the  other  principal  magiftrates  were  eleft- 
ed,  and  the  moft:  important  affairs  of  the  State  tranf- 
afted. 

The 
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The  Roman  People,  who*  probably  at  firft  wei« 
amufed  by  the  grateful  thoughts  of  being  cafed  in  re- 
fpt&  to  contributions,  and  ierving  public  offices,  and 
had  not  confidbred  the  confequences  of  the  change* 
introduced  by  Servius  TuUius  in  the  State,  felt 
all  the  efFeft  and  weight  of  it  in  the  fequeL  They 
perceived  with  a  very  fenfible  mortification,  that  for  a 
trivial  advantage,  they  had  fufiered  themfelves  to  be 
deprived  of  all  authority  in  the  government,  of  which 
the  great  had  entirely  poffeffed  themfelves,  and  abufed 
ftrangely  in  order  to  keep  them  in  a  kind  of  (lavifli 
fubjcdkion.  They  did  not  extricate  themfelves  out  of 
this  ftate  till  fixty  years  after,  by  the  vigour  and  refo- 
lution  of  their  Tribunes,  who  made  the  firft  attempt 
towards  it  in  the  affair  of  Coriolanus,  whom  they 
brought  to  a  trial  before  the  People  affembled  by 
Tribes :  this  is  the  firft  time  the  Comitia  by  Tribes 
are  mentioned. 

The  Tribunes  did  not  ftop  there.  They  had  no 
fooner  afTumed  the  right  of  affembling  the  People  with 
the  Senate's  permiflion,  than  they  made  ufe  of  it  to 
render  the  alTemblies  by  Tribes  frequent,  and  foon 
after  found  means  to  transfer  the  eleftidn  of  the  Ple- 
beian magiftrates,  which  till  then  had  been'  chofen  by 
the  CurisB,  to  the  Tribes  :  An  enterprize,  fays  *  Livy, 
which  as  it  wore  no  very  offcnfive  outfide  at  firft,  oc- 
caftoned  no  great  apprehenfions ;  but  in  the  feqCid 
gave  a  fatal  blow  to  the  authority  of  the  Patricians. 

Inthefe  affemblies  the  magiftrates  ofthe-fecond 
clafs,  minores  Magifiraius^  and  all  thofe  of  the  People 
were  eleded;  as  the  Tribunes  of  the  People,  the 
Plebeian  iEdiles,  the  Queftors,  the  Legionary  Tri- 
bunes,, many  other  officers  who  had  different  func- 
tions, triumviri  rerum  capitalinm.  Triumviri  MoneiakSj 
Liy.ix^e.^^^  others.  In  the  fame  Comitia  by  tribes  the  laws 
called  Plebifcita  were  pafTed,  by  which  at  firft  only 
the  People  were  bound,  but  which  afterwards  had  the 

•  Haud  parva  res,  fub  titulo  prima  fpecic  minime  atroci,  ferebatur; 
fed  quae  patriciis  omnera  poteftatem  per.  clicntium  ftti&agia  creandi 
qu9S  velleiU  Tribunes  auferret.    Liv.  ii.  56. 
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force  of  laws  alfo  in  refpe6t  to^  the  Senate,  and  the 
latter  were  even  oUiged  previoufly  to  give  their^cdii- 
fent  and  approbation  to  them.     It  was  in  the  fame  xjy,  x^^^ 
^emblies,  that  the  peace  with  the  Carthaginians,  43* 
and  that  with  Philip  King  of  Macedonia,  were  in« 
eluded. 

'  Bf  degftes  and  fbccefilon  of  tirAe,  tke  P^opl^^ 
whofe  authority  had  been  fo  much  weakened  in  the 
beginning,  got  pofMion  of  aU  the  honours  civil,  mi- 
fitary,  and  even  facred*  By  that  means  every  thing 
tecame  equal,  and  the  Patricians  enjoyed  no  advan- 
tage that  the  Plebeians  did  not  (hare  with  thetn.  cic.  lit 
'  In  fome  aflemblies  only  fcrenteen  of  the  Tribes ^j^\^l' 
were  fummoned.  Thefe  were  the  Comitia,  in  which 
the  great  Pontiff  was  created. 
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BOOK  THE   THIRITEJNTtt. 

rLi.'i'   1    Li   I  .'    .    ■  I  jf    i      'li'ii    i  ■■i^iin  ni|,   .n\\M    lit     ' 

THIS  book  contfliins^  tiie  begiiMdn^of  dM 
fecond  Punic  war :  the  taking  of  Sagun^ 
turn  by  Hannibal;  hispaflagc  into  Italy  over 
the  Alps  )  the  battles  of  Ticinus,  Trebia,  and 
the  Lake  of  Thrafymcnus.  It  includes  alfo 
the  firft  advantages  of  Cn.  Scipio  in  Spain. 

S  E  C  T. '  I. 

General  id^a  cf  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Amicar's  hatred 
of  the  Romans.  Oath  which  he  makes  hisfon  Hamn- 
bal  take  J  whilft  an  infant.  The  like  dtfpofition  in 
Afdrubal^  his  fuccejfor.  He  caufes  Hannibal  to  come  to 
the  arnrf.  Charaffer  of  the  latter.  Hannibal  is 
charged  with  the  command  of  the  troops.  He  prepares 
for  the  war  with  the  Romans  by  the  cokquejts  he  makes 
in  Spain.  He  befteges  Saguntum.  Embaffy  of  the  Ro- 
mans to  Hannibal^  and  afterwards  to  Carthage,  jilorcus 
tifdHvours  in  vain  to  perfuade  the  people  of  Sqg^fifum 
to  an  accommodation.  Taking  and  deJiruSiion  of  Sagitn* 
turn.  Trouble  and  grief  which  the  ruin  of  Saguntum 
occajions  at  Rjome.  War  refohed  there  againfi  the  Car- 
thaginians. Partition  of  the  provinces  between  the 
Confuls.  The  Roman  jMaffaaors  declare  war  againfi 
the  Carthaginians.    Frivolous  reafons  of  the  Carthagi- 
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General  Ii>£a  of  the  ttcaoA  Pvhxc  Wah:  fo^ 

tojH^fy  tbefiigtofSofgimiumu  True  cMfi  $fth$ 
fecond  Punk  war.  Romaik  Ambjaffaiars go  to  Spain^  an4 
afterwards  to  Gaul.  Hannibal  prepartsfor  bis  march 
'  10  Itafy.  RevUw  of  the  Cantbapnian  forces.  Han^ 
mbaTs  journey  toGadas.  He  provides  for  tbe  fafity  ^ 
Africa^  and  for  that  of  Spain^  where  be  leaivis  Jus  bro^ 
tber  AfdruhaU 

IN  beginning  ta  relate  die  war  which,  the  Romans  Liv.xxi.s« 
fufhuned  againft  the  CartlutgiAians  under  Hanni- 
bal^  I  may  juftly  declare,  that  it  is  one  of  the  molt 
memorabk  wars  come  dowa  to.  us  in  hiftory,  as  well 
0^  one  the  ODoft  worthy,  of  a  cundus  reader's  attention, 
whether  we  con^der  k  in  re^S;  to  the  boldiK&  of 
cnterprizes^  and  the  wifdom.  of  the  meafures^put  in 
execution ;  the  obitinacy  of  the  two  rival  peopfes  ef- 
forts ;  the  promptitude  of  re&urces  in  their  greateft 
misfortunes  v  the  varietja  of  unexpefted  events  ^  the 
micertainty  of  the  final  iflue  \  and  lafiiy,  the  qnitin^ 
of  the  fincft  models  of  every  kind  of  merit  with  the 
moft  inftruAive  kfibns  hsftorjr  can  fupply,  as  well  in 
cefpeft  to  war  as  polity,  and  the  art  of  governing. 
Never  did  ftates  or  nations  more  powerful^  or  at  leaft 
more  warlike,  take  arms  againfk  each  other ;  and  never 
had  thoie  in  queftios  appeared  in  a  higher  degree  of 
power  and  glory.  Kome  and  Carthage  were  ur^oubt-^ 
edly  at  that  time  the  two  principal  States  of  the  world. 
Having  ahready  tried  their  iijength  and  military  abili- 
ties in  the  firft  Punic  war,  they  perfeftly  knew  each 
other:  and  in  this,  fecond  war,  die  fortune  of  arms 
was  balanced  in  fuch  a  manner^  and  the  fuccefles  {(^ 
compounded  with  viciflitudes  and  variety,  that  the 
fide  which  triumphed,  was  that  which  found  itfelf 
neareft  to  the  danger  of  being  deftroyed*  How  great 
foever  the  forces  of  the  two  people  were,  their  mutual 
h^or^  may  almoft  be  faid  to  be  ftill  greater ;  the  Ro- 
niAQS,  on  one  fide,  being  enraged  to  fee  ^  vanquiihe4 
enemy  the  firft  to  refume  the  arms,  which  had  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  ill  before,  againft  th^ij?  conqiieji^ors ;  and  the 
Carthaginians,  on  the  other,  pretending  to  have  been 
X  2  treated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^o(  kemote  Causes  of  the  fecond  PtJNic  War^ 

treated  by  the  Romans  after  their  defeat  with  iiiitip 
portable  inhumanity  and  avarice. 

Hannibal  brought  to  this  war  an  hatred  for  the  Ro- 
mans  of  an  older  date^  and  which  he  had  inherited 
from  his  father.  He  was  the  fon  of  Amilcar  ♦  Barcas, 
who  having  been  overcome  by  thofe  formidable  ene- 
mies, had  himfelf  figned  the  (hameful  but  neceffary 
treaty,  which  had  put  an  end  to  the  firft  Punic  war." 
But  in  ceafing  to  make  war  with  them,  he  had  not 
•  ceafed  to  hate  them,  f  His  lofty  fpirit  could  not 
brook  the  lofs  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia.  He  was  par-^ 
ticularly  enraged  at  the  manner,  in  which  thofe  equally 
tmjuft  and  rapacious  conquerors  had  pofiefled  them- 
felves  of  the  lafl  of  the  two  iflands,  by  taking  an  ad« 
vantage,  during  peace,  of  the  bad  ftate  of  the  afi^irs 
of  the  Carthaginians  in  Africa,  to  force  them  to  aban*. 
don  it ;  and  not  only  that,  but  to  have  the  cruelty 
to  impofe  a  new  tribute  upon  them  at  the  fame 
timci 

He  was  always,  from  the  peace  of  the  iflands  Agates 
till  his  death,  at  the  head  of  the  Carthaginian  armies. 
But  whiUt  he  made  war  either  in  Africa  againft  the 
rebellious  mercenaries,  or  in  Spain  againft  the  dif- 
ferent dates  which  he  fubjefted,  it  was  apparent  frxun. 
his  conduA,  that  he   meditated  greater  and   bolder 
defigns  than  thofe  he  was  a£hjally  executing. 
Pblyb.iH.      It  is  faid,  that  whilft  Amilcar  was  facrificing  one: 
day,  to  render  the  Gods  propitious  in  the  war  he  wasr 
going  to  make  in  Spain,  after  having  happily  termi- 
nated that  of  Africa,  his  fon  Hannibal  took  him  round 
the  neck^  and  conjured  him  to  take  him  along  with  > 
him  to  the  army,  employ'mg  for  that  purpofe  all  the 
carefTes  ufual  at  his  2^,  a  language  of  great  power 

•  From  which  name  the  party,  that  favoured  the  interefts  of  A* 
milcar  and  his  family  at  Carthage,  Wa«  Called,  The  Barcinian  fa6Hon.  ' 

.f  Angebantingentis  ibiritCkt  vimmSicilia  Sardimkqaeainiflke.  Nam  - 
&  Sicilian}  nimi«  Seleri  defperatione  rerum  concelTam ;  &  Sardiniam 
anter  motiim  Africae,  fraude  Romanorum,  ftipcndio  etiara  fupcrim«« 
poTito,  interceptam.    Liv,  xxi«  i«    •  ' 
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over  the  mind  of  a  father,  who  tenderly  loved  his  fon. 
The  fame  authors,  add,  that  the  General,  charmed 
^th  lb  noble  a  difpoiition  in  a  child  of  nine  year^ 
old,  took  him  up  In  his  arms,  and  placing  him  hear, 
the  altar,  made .  him  fwear  with  his  hand  upon  the 
head  of  the  viftim,  that  he  would  declare  himfelf  the 
enemy  of  the  Romans,  as  foon  as  he  fhould.be  jof 
age  to  bear  arms.  The  fequel  will  (hew,  that  he  kept 
this  oath  moft  punftually. 

If  Amilcar  had  Jived  much  longer,  it  is  certain,  that 
he  would  have  carried  the  war  into  Italy  himfelf,  as 
Hannibal  did.  afterwards.  It  was  only  deferred  by  the 
too  early  death  of  that  General,  and  the  too  great 
youth  of  his  fon. 

During  this  interval,  Afdrubal,  to  whom  Amikar  poiyb.  ii. 
had  married  his  daughter,  fupported  by  the  immthle  **3« 
credit  which  the  Barciriian  fadion  had  both  amongft 
the  people  and  in  the  army,  made  himfelf  m&ftet  of 
the  government,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  ufcd 
by  th?  Great  to  prevent  it.  '  He  was  better  qualified 
to.  negotiate  than  make  war,  and  was  no  lel^  uiefiil  to 
his  country  from  the  alliances  which  he  had  the  dex^ 
terity  to  concert  with  ftrangers,  by  the  means  of  gain- 
ing their  chiefs,  than  if  he  had  obtained  many  vidoriei 
in  the  field.     Afdrubal  made  a  treaty  with  tht  Ro- 
mans :  for  we  are  obliged  to  repeat  in  this  place  fi>me 
faAs,  for  jhe  greater  gonvenience  of  the  reader.     By 
this  treaty  it  was  agreed,  without  any  explanations  con- 
cerning the  reft  of    Spain,    that  the  Carthaginians* 
fliould  not  carry  the .  war  beyond  the  river  Iberus. 
There  was  alfo  an  article  in  it,  by  which  t-he  people  of 
Saguntum  were  excepted,  as   allies  of  the  Romans; ' 
from  the  number  of  thofe  States  the  Carthaginians* 
were  allowed  to  attack.  ^  -W  -* 

The  profperity  which  Afdrubal  enjoyed,  had  hot  Liv.xxi.  3% 
made  him  forget  the  obligations  he  was  under  to.rhis 
father-in  law.     He  wrote  to  Carthage,  whither  Han- 
niba!  had  returned  after  Amilcar's  death,  to  den^anc!,. 
t))at  he  fhould  be  fent  to  the  army.    Hannibal  was 
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tfaeh  about  *  three  and  twenty.    The  afiair  met  with 
fome  difHculty.    The  Senate  was  divided  into  two 
powerful  faAionS)  that  followed  *^ite  ^pofite  viewd 
m  the  oonduft  pf  the  public  affairs.    Tne  one  had 
Hanno  ait  its  head,  to  wlrom  hi&  birth,  merit,  and  zeal 
for  the  good  of  the  StM»,  gave  great  authority  in  die 
pubhc  councils ;  and  this  party  was  upon  all  occafions 
ror  ppeferring  a  fafe  peace,  that  might  preferve  ail  the 
conquefts  in  Spain,  to  the  uncert^n  events  of  an  ha- 
zardous war^  whidh,  they  forefaw,  would  one  day 
terminate  in  the  ruin  of  their  country..     The  other 
fadion,  which  was  called  the  Barcinian  fadion,  from 
fuppprting  the  incereft  of  Amilcar,  fumamed  Barcasi 
and  thofe  of  his  family,  openly  declared  for  the  war. 
When  the  Senate  therefore  was   to  deliberate  upon 
Afdrubal's  demand  in  re^d  to  youn^  Hannibal,  the 
Barcinian  fadion,  who  ddfired  to  (ee  him  fill  the  j^e 
of  Amiloar  his  father,  fupported  the  d<efign  of  Af- 
drubal  with  their  whole  credit.     On  the  other  fldb 
Hanno,  chief  of  the  oppofite  fadioH,  Ufed  his  iltmdft 
endeavours  to  keep  him  at  Carthage.    ^^  A^drubaFs 
«  demand,"  faid  he  on  this  occalion,  "  feems  juft ; 
*»  however,  I  am  hot  of  opinion  that  we  fhould  grant 
**  iu**    So  odd  a  beginning  having  rouzed  th6  atten- 
tion of  the  whole  affembly  5  **  Alarubal,'*  continued 
he,' *^  believing  himfelf  indebted   for  his  v^hole  for- 
*•  tune  to  Amiloar,  feems  to  have  <-eafon  to  be  folli- 
•«citous  for  the  rife  of  his  fon,  in  order  to  teftlfy  his . 
^*  gratitude :  but  it  would  be  inconfifteht  for  us,  t6 
M  prefer  private  views  to  the  interefts  of  the  public. 
•1  Are  we  afraid,  that  a  fon  of  Amilcar  fhould  not 
••  fanitate  his  father's  tyrannical  ambition  foon  enough? 
«♦  Are  we  afraid,  that  we  (hall  be  the  flavfes  of  the 
**  fon  too  late,  who  have  feen  the  fon-in-law,   after 
"  the  fathef^s  death,  ufurp  the  command  of  our  ar- 
♦*  mics  as  an  hereditary  office,  that  belongied  to  him' 

^  lAvy  it  miftalgm  here  in  makiac;  Hannibal  but  fourteen  yeMoMi 
TJxdum  puberem.  He  was  nine,  when  he  waa  carried  to  Spain,  wher9 
Amilcar  hia  fastfaer  pailed  nine  years.  To  theie  eighteen  rauA  be  added 
tbe  firft  &VC  of  Afdrubal's  command^  which  makes  twenty-three  years. 
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^  in  rig^  of  fuccefllon  ?  My  advice  is  to  keq>  tha 
^  f  oung  man  in  the  city,  in  o^der  that  he  jhiy  hinne 
*«  time  to  learn  the  fubniiffion  and  obedience,  which  he 
^  Meta  to  the  laws  and  the  magiilrate$;  left  this 
^  fhlall^rk  fliotuld  one  day  light  up  ibme  great  con* 
^  flagmtion."  The  wcfeft  smd  heft  of  the  Senate  wcw 
ti  Hannolft  ^qpinion  •,  but  the  :greater  numti^r,  as  is 
tifual,  carried  the  point  againft  the  more  falutary  ce* 
ibiution. 

Hannibal  ill  confeqiiehc^e  was  lent  to  Spain:  andLiy.xxi.4. 
on  this  occafion  *  Livy  draws  his  prdure  in  the  fol- 
lowing colours.  As foonas Ke  appeared  in  the  army, 
he  ditew  upon  him  the  eyes  and  hrouT  of  the  troops^ 
The  ^  foldiers  in  particular  believed  they  faw  their 
old  General  Amildar  revive  in  him.  They  obferved 
tJhe  lame  )u)€aMents,  thi^  ihme  martial  vigour,  the  fame 
vivlcity  in  his  looks.  But  this  refemblance  of  his 
fathek*  ioon  became  the  teaft  attraction  that  gained  him 
dieir  heflfts.  And  indeed  never  was  then:  a  genius 
more  hip)>ily  ibk'med  tha^  his  for  two  things,  as  con- 
trary as  Aty  feeiti)  tb  <obey  and  to  command.    In 

*  Miifos  Annibal  ib  Hifpaaianiy  primo  £atim.ady^otu  qmnem  ex* 
ercitum  in  fe  cb'Qve^it.  AA^iitcat'ein  viveHtfitf  redditufn  .fibi  veterei 
9ilites  credeio  s  euAde«i  vigorem  in  vlto,  Timquie  ih  dcutis,  babitum 
onfty  l^iMdieiltaqiie  intiieri.  Dbimie  brevi  efFecit,  nt  pacer  in  ie  mi* 
nimum  momentum  ad  favorem  conciltandum  eflet.  iJunquam  injB;e-, 
nivm  idem  ail  ret  diverfiiilmas,-  parendum  atque  imperatidum,  habiiiu*- 
fuiu  ItfjfBi  |rao4  ^1^  diffepicres,  vtrum  imperator)  an  exerettn^ 
(^ior  effi^t.  >IeQtre  Afdrubal  ilium  quemquam  j^rseficere  malle^  ubi 
qtiid  fth^ud  ac  fordter  ajfeiidi^ih  efl^t :  neqne  mil^tes  alio  duce  plus 
<Aflfi4Arc9  aat  fludehct.  nUrimttnl  aiidadae  aa  .  pericala  capeaend;i» 
pluriiiiaip  conAlii  inter. if^pericula  ers^.  Nullo  labore  ant corpua 
^ugariy  aut  anniius  vinci,  poterat.  Caloris  ac  frigoris  pati'entia  par  i 
Ma  potioniK^iie)  defiderio  naturali,  non  volnptate,  viodut  finitut  t 
cipliMniim  refiii^qiie>  nee  die  nee  nodte  di/crimiiiata  tempora  $  id  qUod' 
gerenais  reous  fupereflet,  quieti  datura.  Eanequemolli  ftrato^  neque 
Slentio  arcefllta  t  multi  f^bpe  hiilitari  (agiilo  opertum  humi  jacenten^ 
wt«r  nikodias  ilatioiirlque  milUum  C0nk)exenint»  Vefti^os  nihil  inter 
seqj^lfs  exce|lens  :  armaatque  equi  canipiciebantur.  Bquitum  ^edi- 
e^imque  Idem  Ibiig^  pniAud  erat.  Priifceps  in  praelium  ibat :  ultimikt 
cbofeitd  >^Hitld  eadisdebat.  Has  tauitas  viri  virtutes  ingentia  vitSa 
aequabant :  inhumana  crudelita««  perfidia  plufquam  Punica ;  nihil 
veriy  nihil  iandtiy  nullus  de{im  aietiis».  nullnm  juajuranduro,  nulla 
i^li^io.  Gum  bee  indole  ▼irtutoik  atque  vitiorumf  ^riennfo  fub  Af- 
A-abale  xtpfprs^fH^VEkpfrnt :  nt^la  re,  quae  agenda  videtidaque  magno  * 
ffitur^  4i(c;  efTet,  prsetermifta.    Liv.  xxi.  4, 
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cohfequGice  it  had  been  difficult  to  determme,  which 
laved  him  moft,  the  General  or  the  foldicrs.  If  znf 
cnterprize  was  to  be  executed,  that  required  v^ur 
and  vt^our,  Afdrubal  made  cfaotoe  of  mm  for  it  in 
preference  xo  all:  others.;  and  the  troops  were  never 
morejconfident  of  fuccefs^ .  than  when  he  was  at  thek- 
head.  None  had  more  brarery  than  him,  when  it  was. 
neceilary  to  expofe  himfelf  to  danger ;  nor  any  one 
more  prcfence  of  mind  in'  the  midft  of  it.  No  fa-r 
tigue  could  cither  weary  his  body,  or  depreis  his  cou- 
rage. '  He  bore  cold  and  heat  with  equal  indifference. 
JPleafurehad  no  ftiare.in  his  meals;  pure  neceffity 
and  the  wants  of  nature,  were  his  rules  in  eating  and 
drmking.  He  knew  no  diftinftion  of  night  and  day 
for  his  hours  of  .labour  or  reft :  what  remained  of  time 
after  his  affairs  were  nnifecjdi  he  gave  to  rcpofe.  And 
he  fought  neither,  a  foft  bed,  nor  filence,  to  invite 
fleepi.  He  was  often  feen  in  afoldier's  caffock  lying  , 
upon  the  ground  ampngft  the  centinels,  and  at  the 
places  where  guards  5Yere  pofted.  He  did  not  dif- 
tinguifli  himfelf  from  others  by  the  magnificence  <rf 
his  drcfs,  but  by  the  goodnefs  of  his  horfes  and  arms. 
He  was  at  the  fame  time  the  beft  foot-foldier  and  horfe- 
man  in  the  army.  He  always  advanced  iirft  to  battle, 
and  returned  laft  from  it.  Thefe  great  qualities  were, 
however,  united  with  as  great  vices:  inhuman  cruelty, 
more. than  Carthaginian  perfidy  {  no  rdped  for  truth ; 
none  for  what  is  moft  lacred  aiiiongfl:  men  ;^  no  fear 
of  the  Gods,  no  regard  for  the  fanSity  of  oaths,  no 
fcnfe  of  religion.  With  this  mixture  of  great  virtues 
and  great  vices,  he*  ferved  three  years  under  Afdru- 
bal :  during  which  he  applied  himfelf  with  infinite  at- 
tention both  to  fee  and  to  do  every  thing  that  could 
form  a  great  Captain.  We  fhall  examine,  in  the  fc- 
quel,  whether  all  th^  vicious  ftrokes,  with  which  Livy. 
has  compounded  his  pidure  of  Hannibal,  really  fuited 
him.  '     ,  '* 

Folybt.  "i.      After  the  de^th  of  Afdrubal,  th^  foldiersimmedi- 
«ft*         atcly  carried  Hannibal  into  the  General's  tent,  and 
'  :  clcfted 
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elc£ked  him  unanirraoufly,  young  as  he  ^as,  to  coin-^^-»i* 
mand  them :  he  mifeht  then  be  about  fix  and  twenty ;  App.  de 
and  the  People,  at  Carthage,  made  no  difficulty  of  Bell.  An. 
approvine  their  choice.    Hannibal  perceived  aright,  P*  ?*^ 
that  the  laAion  oppofite  to  him,  which  was  m  great 
credit  at  Carthage,  would,  fooner  or  later  bring  it 
about  to  iiipplatit  him>  if  he  did  not  make  them  in* 
capable; of  hurting  him.     He  therefore  judged,  that 
the  moft  certain  means  to  fupport  hiknfelt,  was  to 
engs^  the  Republic  in  an  important  war,  whereia 
(he  would  have  occafion  for  his  fervice,  and  he  be-. 
come.ncce0ary  to  the  State.    This  is  the  ufual  policy, 
of  the  Ambitious;  who,  little affeded  with  the  pub- 
lic int^refts,. regard  only  their  own  advancement  ^  and 
Princes^  ^  well  as  States,  are  often   blind  enough 
not  to  difcover  the  fecret  fprings  which  a6tuate  their 
Minifteni  and  Generab,   and  to  take;  that  for  zeal, 
which  is  only  ttic  cfFcdb  either  of  vile  felf-intercft,  or 
frantic  ambition. 

From  the  moment  he  had  been  nominated  General,  Poiyb.iii* 
as  if  hehSad  already  received  orders  to  carry  the  war  '^*>  '^^ 
into  Italy,  he  fecretly  turned  all  his  views  that  way, 
and  did  not  Ipfe.time,  that  he  niight  not  be  prevent- 
ed by  death,  as  his  father  and  brother-in-law  had 
beeiK  He  took  many  towns  of  ftrength  in  Spain,, 
and  fubjefted  feveral  Stated :  and  on  an  important 
occafion,  though  the  army  of  the  enemy,  confiding 
of  more  than  an  hundred  thpufand  men,  was  much 
fuperior  to  his  own  in  number,  he  knew  fo  well  how 
to  chufe  his  time  and  pofts,  thzt  he  entirely  defeated 
it.  After  this  vidtory,  nothing  oppoled  him.  How- 
ever, he  did  nQt  meddle  y^t  with  Saguntum ;  care- 
fully avoiding  to  give  the  Romans  any  occafion  for 
declaring  war  againll:  him,  before  he  had  taken  all 
the  meafures  he  judged  neceflary  for  the  fuccefs  of  fo 
great  a  defign  ^  and  therein  he  followed  the  advice 
given  him  by  his  father.  He  applied  himfelf  parti- 
cularly to  conciliate  the  afie£Hon  of  his  citizens  and 
allies^  a^  to  acquire  their  confidence,  by  giving  them 
4  Uberai  ihare  of  the  plunder  which  he  took  from  the 

^  enemy, 
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^tetxTjrt  and  payii^  them  exadUf  all  the  wrears  diat 
were  due  to  them :  a  wife  precautbtH  which  tkCfCf 
£uls  of  producing  its  eflFeA  in  tinte. 
Appiam  Hannibal  fearing  to  take  upon  him  an  entevpriM 
315.  6>  hazardous  in  itfeU;  as  that  1^  belkgiffg  Sagunttun, 
prepared  people  for  it  at  a  diftance.  He  cauf^d  tuMf 
con^khdnts  to  be  made  at  Carthage  a^ainft  the  itiha« 
bitants  by  his  creatures  and  emiflkiieii.  He  widio 
feveral  times  himfelf  to  the  Senate ;  that  die  Romans 
were  labouring  underhand  to  debauch  their  allien 
from  them,  and  to  make  Spain  take  arms  againft 
them.  He  carried  on  his  intrigues  with  fo  tmich  ad- 
drefs,  that  fuU  powers  were  given  hkn  ¥b  a&  in  it^^eft 
to  Saguntum  whatever  he  5io\M  j^dge  moft  advai^ 
tageous  for  the  State.  In  this  manner  wars  hatetheir 
fife !  For  the  reft,  we  fee  in  this  itiftanee  that  Matt- 
nibal  was  no  lefs  an  able  politician  than  an  arcful 
Captain. 

The  people  of  Saguntum,  on  their  fide,  rightfy 
perceiving  the  danger  with  which  they  were  tfH-^atened, 
mformed  the  Romans  of  the  progrefs  made  by  Hanni- 
bal in  his  conquefts.  This  p^ffti\  in  the  begkintn^^ 
the  ConfuUhip  of  Livius  and  iEmilius,  of  whom  iMe 
have  fpoke  in  the  preceding  book,  »  at  the  eftd  erf 
the  preceding  year.  The  Romans  appointed  DepHciN 
to  go  and  intorm  themfelves  on  the  fpot  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  affairs,  with  orders  to  lay  their  eompkiDM 
before  Hannibal,  in  cafe  they  fhould  dlink  it  esN 
pedient :  and  if  he  fhould  not  give  theth  fatls&Atoiy 
to  go  to  Carthage  for  xht  fame.purpofrw 

.  ^  Saguntum  was  fituated  on  the  fide  of  the  Iberai 

Ant.  c^  ne:«t  Carthagena,  about  a  thoufand  pacts  from  the  &^ 

*^*' ...  in  the  country  where  the  Carthaginians  were  permitted 

i7oL*i"j.  to  carry  their  arms.     But.the  irihabittots  having  pirf 

Liv.  xxi.  themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Romans  feme 

^— »5«      years  before,  wei^  excepted  not  only  b^  the  tStztf 

with  Afdrubal,  in  which  there  was  an  eHptdfs  artickF 

to  that  cfFed,  but  even  by  that  of  LutatiUs,  Whereby 

the  two  people  engaged  not  to  attack  the  allies  efeath 

other. 
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<»ther.  For  thewft,  an  liappf  fitnaiion,  which  prd-A.R»5]i^ 
cured  tkem  ill  the  advantages  of  fca  and  land^  a  con-  ^i.^ 
fidentble  multitude  of  inhabitants,  exaft  difciptioe  in 
the  government  of  their  little  State,  joined  wtth  prin- 
oples  of  honour  and  probity,  of  which  they  gave  ihim- 
ing  proofs  in  tfaeir  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  Ro- 
mans :  all  this  in  a  ihort  time  had  acquired  them  im^ 
mcsUe  riches,  and  enabled  them  to  make  head  againft 
all  the  neighbouring  people. 

Hannibal  perceivol  of  what  importance  it  .wis  to 
nu^e  himielf  mafter  of  this  place.  He  coaceired^ 
that  he  fhould  thereby  deprive  the  Romans  of  att 
hopeB  of  making  war  in  Spain :  that  this  new  conqoeft 
wcHild  fecure  all  thofe  he  had  made  already :  that  by 
leaving  no  enemy  behind  him,  his  march  would  be 
the  nK>re  quiet  and  fafe :  that  he  fhould  acquire  me^ 
ney  for  the  executioaof  his  deligns  :  that  the  plunder 
which  his  Ibldiers  ihould  take  in  it,  would  render 
them  mwc  ardent  to  follow  him :  and  laftly,  that  the 
ipoils  which  he  fhould  fend  to  Carthage,  would  cdn» 
ciliate  the  people,  and  difpofe  them  to  favour  him  in 
the  gitat  enterprise  which  he  meditated. 

He  had  long  been  contriving  a  pretext^  by  propa^ 
gating  quarrels  and  fbwing  matters  of  divifion  bdtween 
the  Stguntini'^tid  the  Tbrdetani  their  neighboura. 
Atlen^  he  openly  efpoufed  the  latter ;  and,  under 
pretence  of  d6irig  them  Juftice,  entered  the  ttttitory 
of  SaguntUtn,  aitd  rava^d  the  whole  country^  whilft 
Ae  Roman^  vfttt  lofing  tittle  in  dieliberating  ahd  apu 
pointing  embUflTiei.  Hailing  divided  his.  army  im» 
diree  bodies,  he  attacked  the  city  fai  as  many  placets 
ac  once.  Om  slnj^^bf  tike  Wall  lun  into  a  vaiky  of 
greater  extent,  ai^  inott  kvel  than  die  reft  of  the 
^tnind  Mund  the  place.  It  was  here  he'hiklehir 
galleries  iapjpf OiCh,  in  order  to  be  in  a  conditioh  to 
bring  hk  batteting  tMns  to  work  undei*  cov6r.  iThey 
advanced  at  firft  with  fliffieiem  facility :  bM  in  }^6por. 
tion  ail  tbey  ^I^roached  die  wall,  they  found  the  dif^ 
ficuleves  incteafe  upM  th^m.  Befides,  b<^k%  a  direft 
iMik  Ibr  t-he  4m^^  whic}i  were  pgured  upon  them 
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A.  R.  534.  from  a  very  high  tower,  diis  fide  of  the  wall  being 
^Jj^  more  cxpofcd  than  the  reft,  was  better  fortified  ;  and 
a  great  number  ofchofen  troops  defended  the  part  of 
the  city,  where  the  enemy  made  moft  efibrts  to  take 
•it,  with  the  utmoft  vigour  and  valour.  The  Sagun- 
tines  at  firft  kept  a  continual  difcfaarge  of  darts  and 
«rrows  upon  Hannibal's  workmen,  who  never  fhcwed 
themfclves  uncovered  with  impunity :  and  foon  after, 
not  contenting  themfclves  with  fighting  from  the  tops 
of  their  walls  and  tower,  they  were  {o  bold  as  to  make 
fellies  upon  them,,  in  order  to  dcftroy  their  works; 
and  in  all  thefe  actions,  the  lois.  of  the  Carthaginkns 
was  as  great  as  that  of  the  Saguntines.  But  when 
Hannibal  himfelf,  in  approaching  the  wall,  with  little 
precaution^  had  been  darigcr6u%  wounded  with  a 
javelin  in  die  thigh,  his.  troops  wereib  much  terrified 
with  the  danger  he  had  ran,  that  they  were  veiy  near 
abandoning  their  works  entirely.  .       . 

The  attacks  were  fu^ended  for  fisme  days,  till 
Hannibal  was  cured  of  his  wound :  but  all  that,  time 
was  employed  in  working  upon  new  batteries.  For 
lyhich  reafon  he  was  no  fooner  in  a  condition  to  ad, 
than  the  city  was  attacked  i^ain  with  more  vigour 
than  before,  and  on  different  fides  at  the  fimie  time. 
The  mantles  were  pufhed  farther  on,  and  the  ram 
prepared  to  batter.  Hannibal,  whofe  army  was  be- 
'  lieved  to  amount  to  an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufimd 
men,  had  fufficient  numbens  for  every  occafion.  But 
the  befieged  found  it  very  difficult  to  refift  fo  many 
troops,  and  repulfe  fuch  repeated  afiaults,  which  len: 
them  ho  time  to  breathe.  The  ram  had  already  made 
feveral  openings. in  thewall^  through  which  the  dty 
was  uncovered.  Three  towers  fell  down  afterwards 
with  all  their  walls.  So  confiderable  a  breach  made 
the.  CajTthaginians  imagine  they  were  upon  the  point 
of  taking  Saguntum.  The  waU  was  no  fooner  fallen, 
than  both  fides  ran  with  equal  aidor,  the  one  to  force» 
and  the  other  to .  defend,,  the  city.  This  adtiou  had 
not  the  ari)ed.  ik  thofe  tymukuous  battles,  that  are 
fpvght  dMring  ficges,  on  the  oce^wnof  m  affiiultor. 
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a  fally.  It  was  a  battle  in  form,  fuftained  by  two  A.  R.  514, 
armies,  drawn  up  as  in  the  open  fidd  between  the  ^Jgf* 
ruins  of  the  walls  and  the  narrow  fpaoe  between  them 
and  the  houfes  of  the  city.  On  one  fide  hope,  on  the 
other  defpair,  anknated  the  combatants  :  the  Cartha<* 
ginians  afluring  themfelves,  that  with  ibme  few  efforts 
they  ihould  carry,  the  place;  and  the  Saguntines  op* 
poong  their  bodies  to  the  beliegers  in  the  room  of 
their  ruined  fortifications.  None  gave  ground^  for 
fear  of  feeing  the  poft  they  abandoned  occupied  b)( 
the  enemy.  In  confequence  as  they  fought  with  abun« 
dance  of  ardor  and  animofity,  and  were  confined 
within  a  yery  narrow  compals,  all  blows  took  place*  . 

The  Saguntines  made  ufe  of  a  kind  of  javelin,' 
which  they  difchaiged  with  the  hand,  and  cdHtdfaia'^ 
rica.  The  wooden  part  towards  the  handle  was  round 
every  where,  except  towards  the  end  tipt  with  iron,  . 
whidh  was  fquare.  Round  this  part  they  wrapt  hemp 
dipt  in  pitch,  and  fet  it  on  fire.  The  iron  was  three 
feet  lon^,  and  capable  of  penetrating  both  the  arms 
and  bodies  of  thofe  at  whom  it  was  throwh.  But, 
if  it  continued  fixed  in  the  fliield  only  without  pierc* 
ing  the  body,  it  however  occafioned  great  terror  and 
perplexity.  For,  as  it  was  difcharged  flaming,  and 
the  motion  made  it  burn  the  fiercer,  the  foldier  whom 
it  hit,  let  fall  his  arms,  and  remained  expofed  with- 
out defence  to  the  following  difcharges. 

The.  victory  was  a  long  time  in  fufpencc  between 
the  two  parties.  But  a  refiftance  beyond  hope  having 
augmented  the  courage  and  force  of  the  Saguntines, 
and  the  Carthaginians  confidering  themfelves  as  de-^ 
&ated,  for  the  Ible  reafon  that  they  were  not  vidori-^ 
ous,  the  former  on  a  fudden  raifed  great  cries,  and 
rcpulled  the  befiegers  into  the  breaches :  then  feeing 
them  wavering  and  uncertain,  they  drove  them  even 
from  thence,  and  at  length  obliged  them  to  fly  out-^ 
right  into  their  camp. 

At  this  inftant  Hannibal  was  informed,  that  the 
Roman  Ambafladors  were  juft  upon  the  point  of  ar- 
riving in  his  army.    As  he  was  refolved  not  to  comply 
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A.  R*  534-.  «<  who  had  juftice  on  their  fide.  It  is  agaii^  the  walb 
'^I'a.^'  ^  of  Carthage,  that  Hannibal  is  now  advancmg  hii 
,^  mantles  and  towers :  It  is  the  walls  of  Carthage  that 
*^  he  is  how  battering  with  his  rams.    I  wiih  my  pre- 
^  diftipn  may  prove  falfe:  but  I  foiefee,  that  the 
<<  rums  of  Saguntum  will  fall  heavy  upon  our  head^, 
^  and  that  we  fliall  be  reduced  to  fuftain  againft  the 
«^  Romans  the  war  which  we  have  undertaken  asainft 
«<  the  people  of  that  city.    You  are  then>  fays  fiime- 
«Vbody,  for  having;  Hannibal  delivered  up  to  the 
«<  'Romans.    I  well  know,   that  the  enmity  whidi 
^<  always  fubfifted  between  his  father  and  me,  may 
^render  me  fufpe6bed  of  jpartiality,  and  deprive  my 
«^  opinion  of  part  of  the  weight  it  ought  to  have  witn 
<^  the  Senate.    But  I  will  not  pretend,  that  I  was  not 
«<  glad  of  Amilcar*)3  death ;  becauie  had  he  lived,  we 
«*  mould  already  have  been  at  blows  with  the  Romans. 
<<  As  to  his  fon,  I  hate  and  deteft  him,  as  the  fury, 
«<  the  firebrand  of  this  war :  and  I  am  not  only  of 
«^  opinion  for  delivering  him  up  to  the  Romans,  as 
«<  they  demand,  to  expiate  the  infraAion  of  the  treaty; 
<<  but  though  they  fhould  not  have  required  it,  I 
«<  fliould  advife  you  to  banifli  him  to  the  utmoft  ez« 
<«  tremities  of  the  earth  and  fea ;  to  fuch  a  diflance^ 
<<  that  his  name  might  never  more  be  heard  amongfk 
«<  us,  nor  his  prefence  difturb  the  tranquility  of  our 
"  Republic.     My  advice  therefore  m,  that. you  decree 
«'  three  embaflies.    The  firlt  to  go  immediately  to 
<<  Rome  to  make  fatisfadion.     The  fecond,  to  de^ 
<<  clare  in  your  name  to  Hannibal,  that  he  muft  with^ 
<^  draw  his  troops  from  before  Saguntum,  and  to  de** 
«•  liver  himfelf  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans.     You 
«<  will  direft  the  thhxi  to  reimburfe  the  Ss^untin^  for 
^  the  lofles  they  have  fuftained  during  the  fiege  of 
^«  their  city.** 

Almoft  all  the  Senators  were  fo  much  in  Hannibal's 
intereft,  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  any  long 
fpeeches  in  anfwer  to  Hanno.  Far  from  approving 
his  advice,  they  reproached  him  with  having  {poken 
againft  Amilcar's  fon  with  more  violence  and  animo^ 
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fity  than  Valerius  himfelf,  the  principal  of  the  Roman  A.R.  534- 
Ambafladors.  Accordingly,  all  the  anfwer  they  ^^l^^' 
gave  him  was,  that  it  was  not  Hannibal,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  Saguntum,  who  had  given  occafion  for  the 
War ;  and  that  the  Romans  would  be  much  m  the 
wrong  to  prefer  the  Saguntlnes  to  the  Carthaginians, 
their  antient  allies. 

Whilft  the  Romans  loft  time  in  fending  Ambafla- 
dors,  Hannibal  puihed  the  fiege  of  Saguntum  with 
vigour.  As  he  faw,  that  his  loldiers  were  fatigued 
by  working  and  fightinc  without  any  relaxation,  h6 
gave  them  fome  days  reft,  having  however  taken  thfe 
precaution  to  poft  fome  troops  for  the  prefervation  of 
his  mantles  and  other  works.  During  this  time  he 
animated  them  by  reprefcnting  the  infupportable  pridfc 
of  the  enemy,  and  promifing  them  great  rtwardsl 
But  when  he  had  puolickly  declared,  that  he  would 
give  them  all  the  plunder  in  the  city  ifter  they  had 
taken  it,  the  hopes  of  it  inflanfsed  their  cout^agc  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  if  the  fignal  had  been  immediately 
given,  nothing  feemed  capable  of  rcfiftingtheni.  Thfc 
Saguntines,  on  the  contrary,  did  not  employ  the  time 
that  the  Carthaginians  ful^ended  their  attacks  iri  idle- 
nds.  But,  without  making  any  Tallies,  they  pafied 
day  and  night  in  building  a  new  ^all  where  the  old 
one  had  been  thrown  down,  and  the  city  was  expofed. 

The  enemies  foon  returned' to  the  chatge,  and  at- 
tacked the  city  with  more  vigour  than  ever  -,  fo  th$it 
the  befico:ed,  confounded  by  the  cries,  which  rcfound- 
ed  on  ail  fides,  knew  not  which  way  to  turn  to  de- 
fend it.  Hannibal  in  perfon  encouraged  his  troops 
both  with  words  and  aftions,  at  the  place  where  he 
caufed  a  moving  tower  higher  than  the  fortifications  of 
the  place  to  be  brought  forwards.  And  by  the  means 
of  the  baliftas  and  catapultas,  which  he  had  difpofed 
in  the  fl:ories  of  that  tower,  having  either  killed  or 
driven  away  all  that  defended  the  wall  with  difcharges 
of  ftones  and  darts,  he  believed  the  time  was  come 
for  carrying  the  place.  For  this  reafon  he  fent  five 
hundr$id  Africans  with  tools  for  Tapping  the  wall  at 
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A.R.534.  the  bottom.  They  found  no  great  dif&cuky  to  fuc- 
Ant.  c.  ^^g J .  fQf  fj^e  ftones  were  not  fattened  together  with 
**  *  lime  and  cement,  but  only  plaiftercd  over  with  a  mor- 
tar of  earth,  according  to  the  antient  cuftom.  Every 
ftroke  of  the  pickax  made  a  much  larger  breach  than 
the  place  where  it  was  (truck  into,  and  whole  com- 
panies entered  the  city  through  thefe  openings. 

It  was  on  this  occafion  they  feizcd  an  eminence,  whi- 
ther they  caufed  their  machines  to  be  carried  ^  this  place 
they  furrounded  with  a  wall,  in  order  to  have  a  kind 
of  fort  in  the  city,  that  might  command  it  even  within 
itfelf.  The  Saguntines,  on  their  fide,  built  a  new 
wall  in  the  part  within  the  city,  not  yet  taken  by  the 
enemy.  Both  fides  ajpplied  to  fortifying  themfelves 
wth  a  kind  of  emulation,  and  were  often  obliged  to 
come  to  blows  whilft  fo  employed.  But  the  befieged, 
by  lofihg  ground,  and  intrenching  ftill  behind  what 
they  loft,  faw  their  city  diminifh  every  day.  They 
even  began  to  want  provifions,  the  length  of  the  fiegc 
having  exhaufted  their  ftores ;  and  mey  could  rely 
upon  no  relief  from  without;  the  Romans,  their  Ible 
hope,  being  too  remote,  and  the  whole  country  round 
about  in  the  poffeflSon  of  the  ei^emy. 

Reduced  to  this  extremity,  Hannibal  gave  them  a 
little  time  to  breathe,  being  obliged  to  march  againft 
the  Carpetani  and  Oretani,  who  had  lately  taken  up 
arms  again.  Thofe  two  people,  exafperated  by  the 
rigour  with  which  levies  were  made  in  their  country, 
had  rofe,  and  even  feized  Hannibal's  officers.  But 
furprized  at  that  General's  diligence,  they  immediately 
returned.to  their  duty. 

The  vigour  of  the  befiegers  did  not  relax  during 
this  expedition.  Maharbal  the  fon  of  Imilco,  whom 
Hannibal  had  left  to  command  in  his  abfence,  worked 
with  fo  much  ardor,  that  hardly  either  fide  perceived 
his  abfence.  That  officer  had  the  advantage  in  all 
the  adions  that  pafied  againft  the  Saguntines,  and 
battered  their  walls  with  three  rams  at  once  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  Hannibal  at  his  return  had  the  plea- 
fure  to  fee  them  entirely  demolilhcd.    He  therefore 
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made  his  army  advance  againft  the  citadel  itfelf.  The  ^^-  534. 
befieged  defended  it  with  great  valour)  but  could     ",V/ 
not  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  great  part  of  it. 

Saguntum  was  in  this  condition^  when  Alcon,  of 
that  city,  and  a  Spaniard  named  Alorcus,  took  upon 
them  to  attempt  fome  means  for  an  accommodation, 
•The  firft,  without  confulting  his  countrymen,  went 
in  the  night  into  the  camp  of  the  befiegers,  not  def- 
pairihg  of  being  able  to  move  Hannibal  with  his  pray- 
ers and  tears.  But  when  he  found  the  incenfed  vidlor 
deaf  to  every  thing,  and  that  he  propofed  none  but 
extremely  hard  conditions,  he  became  a  deferter  from 
a  negociator,  which  he  had  pretended  himfelf,  and 
remained  in  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians;  proteft- 
ing,  that  it  would  coft  any  perfon  whatfoever  their  life, 
who  Ihould  dare  to  propofe  fuch  an  accommodation 
to  the  Saguntines.  Now  Hannibal  infifted,  that  they 
ihould  make,  the  Turdetani  fatisfaftion  in  refped  to 
all  their  grievances  •,  that  they  fhould  deliver  up  all 
their  gold  and  lilver  to  him  \  and  that  they  fhould 
quit  the  place  without  arms,  and.  go  and  fetde  in 
whatever  country  he  (hould  aflign  them* 

Thefe  were  the  conditions,  to  which  Alcon  affirmed 
the  Saguntmes  would  never  fubmit.  However  Alor- 
cus;,  who  ferved  at  that  time  in  Hannibal's  army,  but 
was  the  guefl:  and  friend  of  the  Saguntines,  was  not  of 
his  opinion.  Convinced  on  the  contrary,  that  when  ' 
pe<^le  have  loft  all,  they  alio  lofe  courage,  he  took 
the  negotiation  upon  himfelf.  Going  over  therefore 
to  the  befieged,  he  delivered  his  arms  to  the  fentinels, 
and  demanded  to  be  carried  to  the  Praetor  of  Sagun- 
tum. He  was  followed  to  him  by  a  crowd  of  all  kinds 
of  people,  who  were  made  to  remove  in  order  to  his 
having  audience  in  the  Senate ;  where  he  fpoke  in  the 
following  terms. 

"  If  Alcon  your  fellow-citizen,  after  having  taken 
**  upon  himfelf  to  demand  conditions  of  peace  of 
"  Hannibal,  had  not  wanted  courage  to  bring  back 
**  fuch  as  he  diftatcd,  my  undertaking  this  applica- 
>'  tion  to  you  had  been  ufelefs,  which  I  now  make 

Y  2  nci- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


324  CORNELIUS,  SEMPRONIUS,  Coafub. 

A.R.  5H  «'  neither  as  a  defei:tcr,  nor  as  a  deputy  from  Hanni^ 

^*ii.^'  •*  bal.     But  as  he  has  remained  amonglt  the  cnemy^ 
"  cither  through  his  fault,  if  he  has  falfcly  pretended 
*'  to  fear  you ;  or  yours,  if  you  cannot  be  told  the 
"  truth  without  danger  :^  I  thought  fit  as  your  anticnt 
**  friend  and  gueft  to  come  hither,  in  order  that  you 
*'  might  not  be  ignorant  of  the  means  which  ftill  rc- 
*'  main  for  obtaimng  peace,  and  prcferving  yourfelvcs. 
*'  And  what  ought  to  make  you  conclude,  that  I  aft 
*'  in  this  manner  only  out  of  confideration  for  you,  is 
^  my  not  having  made  any  propofal  to  you,  as  long 
*'  as  you  were  in  a  condition  to  defend  yourfelves,  or 
"  had  any  hopes  of  aid  from  the  Romans.    Now  yojB 
^'  no  longer  expeft  any  af&ftance  from  them,  and  n^ 
*«  ther  your  walls  nor  your  arms  can  defend,  or  a£- 
*<  ford  you  fecurity,  I  come  to   offer  you  a  peace, 
^'  mcye  your  neceffity  tlian  in  your  fovour,  and  wbick 
^^  cannot  take  place,  if  you  do  not  hear  the  conditioos 
^^  as  a  conquered  people,  which  Hannibal  propofes 
^<  as  vi6tor  ^  and  if  you  do  not  conlider  all  left  yoo 
^<  as  gain,  rather  than  all  takeo  from  you  as  lofs ;  bc- 
*<  caufe,  ftridly  fpeaking^   all  beloi^s  to  the  con- 
^  queror.     He  infifts,    that  you  abandon  a  city, 
^<  which  is  half  ia  ruins,  and  of  which  he  is  almcrft 
*'  entirely  matter:  but  he  refbores  you  your  lands, 
"  and  leaves  you  at  liberty  to  build  another  wherever 
«^  you  fhall  think  fit.     He  orders  you  to  bring  to  him 
"  all  your  gold  and  filvcr,  either  belonging  to  the 
**  public  or  particulars :  but  he  gives  life  and  liberty 
"  to  yourfclves,  your  wives  and  children,  provided 
^^  you  quit  Saguntum  without  arms.     Thefe  are  the 
*'  laws  a  viftorious  enemy  diftates,  and  which  the 
^«  condition  you  ai'e  in  reduces  you  to  accept,  as  hard 
^^  as  they  are.    If  you  abandon  yourlelves  without 
*«  referve  to  his  clemency,  I  do  not  defpair  of  his  mi- 
*^  tigating  the  rigour  of  thefe  conditions,  and  remit- 
^^  ting  a  part  of  them.     But,  fhoukl  he  infift  upon 
**  them  all  without  exception,  would  it  not  be  better  for 
*'  you  to  fubmit  to  them,  than  to  fiifier  your  own 
^^  thro^  to  be  cut,  and  to  expbfe  your  wives  and 
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«  children  to  all  the  indignities  unavx)idablc  in  a  place  A.  R.  534. 
^  taken  by  ftorm  ?''  Aftt-^c- 

When  Alorcus  had  done  fpeaking,  the  principal 
Senators  retired  from  the  people,  who  had  ran  in 
crouds  to  hear  him  ;  and  without  giving  him  any  an- 
fwcr,  they  caufed  all  the  money  in  the  public  treafury 
)?md  their  own  houfes  to  be' thrown  into  a  fire,  which 
they  had  ordered  to  be  kindled  in  the  Forum,  and 
moft  of  them  flung  thcmfclvcs  alfo  into  the  midft  of 
the  flames. 

So  defperate  a  refolution  had  already  fbread  con* 
fternation  throughout  the  whole  city,  when  a  great 
noife  v/as  heard  on  the  fide  of  the  citadel,  v^ich 
caufed  no  lefs  terror.  It  was  occafioned  by  the  fall 
of  a  tower,  that  the  enemy  had  battered  a  great 
while.  A  Carthaginian  cohort  having  immediately 
entered  through  the  opening  made  by  the  fall  of  that 
tower,  fent  to  acquaint  Hannibal,  that  the  city  had 
no  defence  left  on  that  fide.  The  General,  without 
lofing  a  moment's  time,  attacked  it  with  all  his  forces,, 
and  ordered  his  foldiers  to  kill  all  that  were  of  age  to 
bear  arms.  This  order  was  cruel:  but  the  evqnt 
(hewed  it  was  neceffary.  For  what  had  it  fignified 
to  fpare  a  frantic  and  furious  people,  who  fhut  them-< 
felvcs  up  in  their  houfes,  and  either  burnt  themfelves 
there  with  their  wives  and  children,  or  defperately 
ikfended  themfelves  fword  in  hand,  to  the  laft  mo- 
ttient  of  their  lives. 

In  this  manner,  after  eight  months  care  and  fa- 
tigue, Hannibal  took  the  city  by  ftorm.  Though 
the  inhabitants  had  purpofely  fpoiled  and  deftroyed 
all  that  they  had  of  fine  and  magnificent,  and  the 
incenfed  viftor  bad  put  the  conquered  to  the  fword 
without  regard  to  fex  or  age,  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  money  and  moveables,  and  a  great  number  of 
^rifoners,  were  taken.  Hannibal  fet  the  money  apart, 
to  be  employed  in  his  defigns ;  diftributcd  the  pri- 
ibners  amongft  the  foldiers  according  to  their  feveral 
merits ;  and  fent  all  that  was  valuable  in  ftufils  and 
atoveablcs  to  Carthage.    The  fucccjft  anf^veccd  all  he 
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i^.li.534*had  projc<5tcd.     The  foldicry  became  more  bold  in* 
^»i8,^  expofing  thcmfelves :  the  Carthaginians  came  in  with 
pleafure  to  all  he  demanded  of  them :  and  with  the 
money  he  had  abundantly  fupplied  himfelf,  he  law 
himfelf  in  a  condition  to  execute  the  great  dcfigns  he 
had  formed.     Hannibal,  after  the  taking  of  Sagun- 
turn,  retired  to  Carthagena,  to  pafs  the  winter  there, 
tiT.xxi.       The  ambaffadors,  who  had  been  fent  to  Carthage^ 
'^  were  fcarce  returned  to  Rome,  than  advice  came  of 

the  taking  and  deftroying  of  Saguntum.  It  is  hard 
to  exprefs  the  grief  arid  confternation,  which  that  fad 
pews  occafion^d  at  Rome.  Compaflion  for  that  un- 
fortunate city,  fhamc  of  having  failed  to  aid  fuch 
faithful  allies,  juft  indignation  for  the  Carthaginians, 
the  authors  of  fo  many  evils ;  all  excited  fuch  trou- 
ble and  confufion,  that  it  was  not  poHlble  in  the  firft 
moments  to  form  any  refolution,  nor  to  do  any  thing 
except  to  vent  grief  and  fhcd  tears  for  the  ruin  of  a 
city,  which  had  been  the  unhappy  viftim  of  its  inviol- 
able attachment  to  the  Romans,  and  of  the  imprudent 
delays  with  which  the  latter  had  aded  in  regard  tp  it. 

To  thefe  firft  fentiments  foon  fucceeded  the  moft 
lively  apprehenfions  for  their  own  condition  and  dan- 
ger, believing  they  faw  Hannibal  already  at  their 
gates.  They  qonfidered,  ^*  that  they  never  had  to  do 
with  fo  warlike  and  formidable  an  enemv,  and  that 
the  Romans  had  never  been  fo  little  enurca  to  arms  as 
they  then  were.  That  what  had  pailed  between  them 
and  the  people  of  Sardinia,  Corfica,  Iftria,  and  lUy- 
ricum,  might  be  confidcred  rather  as  an  excrcife  foe 
their  iropps,  than  as  a  war  in  form.  That  Hannibal 
w^s  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  veteran  foldiers,  ac- 
cuftomed  for  twenty-three  years  to  battles  and  viawy, 
amongfl:  the  mod  warlike  nations  of  Spain,  under  the 
braveft  and  moft  enterprizing  of  Generals.  That  af- 
ter having  rendered  them  mpre  ardent  and  bold  by 
taking  the  moft  opulent,  city  of  all  Spain,  he  was 
upon  the  point  of  pafling  the  Iberus,  with  the  moft 
warlike  nations  of  the  country  at  his  heels,  who  had 
fome  in  yplpntarily  to  follow  his  ttdfid*r^.    Thj^t 
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the  Gauls,  always  fond  of  war,  would   augment  his  a.r.  534. 
army  in  his  march  through  their  country.     That  they  Ant.  c. 
ihould  fee  themfelves  reduced  to  fight  againft  all  the     *'^' 
nations  of  the  univerfe  under  the  walls  of  Rome,  and 
for  the  prcfervation  of  Rome  itfelf*' 

When  they  had  recovered  themfelves  a  little,  an  pj^  ^^i^ 
aflembly  of  the  People  was  called,  in  which  the  war  1/. ' 
with  the  Carthaginians  was  determined.  The  Confuls 
drew  lots  for  their  provinces.  Spain  fell  to  Scipio,  and 
Africa  with  Sicily  to  Sempronius.  The  Senate  fixed 
the  number  of  troops  that  were  to  ferve  this  year  at 
fix  legions.  Each  Roman  legion  cohfifted  at  that 
time  of  four  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hundred  horfe  : 
the  number  of  the  allies  to  be  added  to  them  was  left 
to  the  difcrction  of  the  Confuls.  But  they  were  or- 
dered to  fpare  nothing  that  was  neceffary  for  having  a 
powerful  and  well  manned  fleet. 

Two  Roman  legions  were  given  to  Sempronius  : 
fixteen  thoufand  foot  and  eighteen  hundred  horfe  of 
the  allies,  and  an  hufadred  and  fixty  galleys  of  five 
benches  of  oars  with  twelve  galliots.  Sempronius 
was  fcnt  into  Sicily  with  thefe  land  and  fea  forces ; 
and  with  orders  to  go  to  Africa,  in  cafe  his  collegue 
was  iii  a  condition  with  the  troops  that  remained  to 
prevent  Hannibal  from  entering  Italy. 

As  the  latter  advanced  by  knd,  Scipio  had  only 
fixty  galleys  left  him,  with  two  Roman  legions  ;  and 
fourteen  thoufand  foot  and  fixteen  hundred  horfe  of 
the  troops  of  the  allies. 

The  Praetor  L.  Manlius  with  two  Roman  legions, 
ten  thoufand  foot  and  a  thoufand  horfe,  was  fent  into 
Gallia  Cifalpina,  even  before  the  Carthaginians  were 
expe£ted  on  that  fide. 

Public  enterprizes,  whether  great  or  fmall,  always 
began  at  Rome  by  afts  of  religion,  without  which 
they  did  not  believe  they  could  hope  good  fuccefs, 
Broceflions  through  the  city  were  therefore  decreed, 
and  public  prayers  in  the  temples,  for  obtaining  the 
protciftion  of  the  Gods  during  the  war,  for  which  the 
Roman  People  were  preparing. 
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AR.  534-     After  all  thefe  mcafurc^s  h^  been  uken  at  Rome, 
^^j%?'  the  Senate,  that  they  might  .have  nothing  to  impute 
Liv.  xxi.  to  thcmfelves,    thought  it  proper,  before  hoftiudes 
|,*j.jjj^  were  commenced,  to  fend  Ambaffadors  into  Africa^ 
187,        who  were  chofen  out  of  the  principal  perfons  of  thac 
auguft  body.     They  were  to  dem^d  of  the  Senate  of 
Carthage,  whether  it  was  by  their  order,  that  Han^ 
nibal  had  befieged  Saguntum  ^  and  if  they  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probable  they  would,  to 
declare  war  againft  the  people  of  Carthage  in  the 
name  of  the  Roman  people.     As  foon  ^s  they  ar- 
nved  at  Carthage,  and  had  obtained  audience.  Fa* 
bius,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  embafly,  without 
any  preliminary  difcourfe,  declared  the  commiflion 
he  was  charged  with.     Upon  which  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal Senators  of  Carthage  fpoke  as  follows :  '^  Your. 
^^  firfl  Ambaffadors  in  demanding,    that  Hannibal 
"  Ihould  be  delivered  up  to  you,  under  pretence  that 
*^  he  had  befieged  Saguntum  on  his  own  authority^ 
*'  perfcftly  Ihewed  us,  to  what  an  height;  you  carry 
"  your  pride.     This  fecond  embafly  is  more  mode^ 
<^  rate  in  appearance ;  but  more  unju(l  and  violent 
**  at  bottom  than  the  firft.     At  firft  you  confinc4 
**  yourfelves  to  the  perfon  of  Hannibal  only :  now 
^^  you  attack  all  the  Carthaginians,  from  whom  yoi| 
".  are  for  extorting  a  conftfllon  of  their  pretended 
"  fault,  in  order  to  aflume  a  right  from  that  con- 
*'  feffion,  to  demand  reparation   for  it  from  them. 
"  As  for  me,  the  queftion  between  you  and  us  feenas. 
*'  not  to  be,  whether  Hannibal,  in  befieging  Sagun- 
♦'  turn,  has  afted  of  his  own  head,  or  by  our  conK» 
"  mand  ;  but  whether  the  enterprize  were  juft  or  un-. 
"  juft  in  itfelf.     T*he  firft  queftion  concerns  only  us. 
.**  It  belongs  only  to  us  to  judge  our  citizen,,  ^nd  to 
"  examine,  whether  he  has  undertaken  the  war  <^hi$ 
"  own  head,  or  by  our  orders.     All  that  you  caa. 
<^  difcufs  on  this  point  with  us,  is  confined  to  know- 
^'  ing,  whether  the  ficge  of  Saguntum  be  an  actual 
*'  contravention  of  the  treaty.     Now,  as  youcielvc;^ 
♦«  fupply  us.  with  a  diftindtion  between  entcrprwesc 
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♦*  undertaken  by  a  General  upon  his  own  authority,  ^i^i^^ 

**  and  thofe  which  he  executes  by  that  of  the  public ;  ^!$r 

♦*  I  confefs,  that  the  Conf»l  Lutatius  made  a  treaty 

**  with  us,  wherein  there  is  a  claufe,  by  which  the 

«  allies  of  both  States  arc  exempted  from  all  infults. 

«  But  there  is  not  one  word  in  it  of  the  Saguntines, 

*<  who  at  that  time  were  not  your  allies.    You  will 

**  anfwer,  no  doubt,  that  in  the  treaty  which  you 

**  made  fomc  time  after  with  Afdrubal,  the  Sagun- 

^  tines  are  cxprefsly  mentioned.    I  allow  it :  but  to 

«  this  objeftion   I  fliall  anfwer  only  what  you  hav© 

•*  taught  u$  yourfelves.    You  have  pretended,  that 

**  you  were  not  held  to  execute  the  firft  treaty  made 

^  by  Lutatius,  becaufe  it  had  not  been  confirmed  by 

«  the  Senate  and  People  of  Rome;  and  for  this  rea-- 

«  fon  a  fecond  was  made,  which  was  ratified  by  both* 

**  orders*    We  admit  this  principle.     If  then  the 

•*  treaties  made  by  your  Generals  do  not  oblige  you, 

"  unlefs  you  have  prcvioufly  approved  them  -,  that 

"  wbich  Afdrubal  made  with  you  without  confulting 

*'  us,  can  neither  oblige  us.    Ceafc  therefore  to  ulk 

^  of  Saguntum  and  the  Iberus,  and  at  length  de- 

«  cUre  the  defign  which  you  have  fo  long  concealed 

«  at  heart." 

Fabiu3  then  holding  up  a  piece  of  his  robe  that  was* 
doubled  together :  "  I  have  here,'*  faid  he  in  a  lofty 
tone,  '^  peace  and  war  j  and  you  are  to  chufe  one  or 
"  the  other/'  Upon  being  anfwered,  that  he  might 
make  that  choice  himfelf :  "  I  give  you  war  then,** 
faid  he,  letting  fall  his  robe.  «  We  accept  it  wU 
**  lingly>  aod  (hall  make  it  fo,'*  replied  the  Cartha- 
ginians with  the  fame  loflinefs. 

This  fimple  and  open  manner  of  interrogating  the  ^°*y^-  ^"* 
Carthaginians,  and  afterwards  upon  their  anfwer,  of  1]^!  ixil 
declaring  war  againil  them, -feemed  to  the  Romans  ^9- 
more  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  their  charader, 
than  if  they  had  jiinufed  thomfelves  to  fubtilizing  upon 
the  conftruftion  oi  the*  treaties,  efpecially  after  the 
taking  and  demolition  of  Saguntum  had  left  no  hope 
dF  peace.    For>  if  the  quefUon  had  been  to  enter  into 
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A.R.  534.  dil'putes,  it  had  been  edy  to  have  replied  to  the  Car* 
^»tif '  thaginian  Senator,  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  to  com- 
pare the  firft  treaty  of  Lutatius,  which  was  changed, 
with  that  made  with  Afdrubal ;  becaufe  it  was  ex- 
prefsly  itipulated  in  that  of  Lutatius,  ^*  that  it  fliould' 
be  only  fo  far  in  force  as  it  fhould  be  approved  by  the 
Roman  People :"  whereas  there  was  no  fuch  excep- 
tion in  that  of  Afdrubal ;  and  the  latter  had  been 
confirmed  by  a  filence  of  fo  many  years,  during  the 
life  of  Afdrubal  himfelf,  and  after  his  tkath.  After 
all,  had  chey  adhered  to  the  treaty  of  Lutatius  in 
qiieftion,  the  Saguntines  are  fufficiently  comprehended* 
in  tbe  general  terms  of  "  the  allies  of  the  two  Sutes  •," 
tfaftt  dauie  neither  declaring  thofe  that  were  fo  at  that' 
time,  nor  excepting  fuch  as  might  become  ib  in  the' 
iequel.  Now  both  States  having  refcrved  to  them- 
felves  entire  liberty  in  that  refpeft  for  the  time  to 
come,  was  it  iuft  either  that  they  Ihould  admit  no' 
nation  into  their  alliance,  whatever  fervices  they 
might  receive  from  it,  or  that  they  fhould  not  proted 
fuch  as  they  did  admit  into  it  ?  AH  that  the  Romans 
and  Carthaginians  could  mutually  require,  was,  that' 
they  fhould  not  endeavour  to  debauch  each  other's 
allies ;  and,  if  there  were  any  people  who  fhould  be 
for  going  over  from  the  one  to  the  other,  that  they 
fhould  not  be  received. 

Polybius,  from  whom  lAvy  has  extrafted  this  whole 
reafoning,  adds  a  reflexion,  which  the  latter  ought 
not  to  have  omitted*  It  would,  faid  he,  be  a  grofs' 
miilake,  to  confider  the  taking  of  Saguntum  by 
Hannibal^  as  the  principal  and  real  caufe  of  th^  fecond 
Funic  war.  It  was  the  beginning,  but  not  the  cauie 
of  it.  The  regret  of  the  Carthaginians  for  having 
given  up  Sicily  too  eafily  by  the  treaty  with  Lutadus, 
which  terminated  the  firft  Punic  war ;  the  injuflice 
and  violence  of  the  Romans,  who  took  the  advantage 
of  the  troubles  in  Africa,  to  make  the  Sardinians  alfo 
take  arms  againfV  the  Carthaginians,  and  to  impoie 
a  new  tribute  upon  them;  andlafUy,  the  great  fuc- 
c^fs  and  conquefli  of  the  latter  in  Spain,  which  alar{iv-> 
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ed  the  one,  and  infpired  the  other  with  courage  and  A.  R.  534-. 
prcfumption :  thefe  were  the  real  caufes  of  the  nip-  ^^.^ 
tore.  If  only  the  taking  of  Saguntum  were  to  be 
confidered,  the  Carthaginians  would  be  wholly  in  the 
wrong,  who  could  not,  with  any  reafonable  pretext, * 
befiege  a  city,  undoubtedly  included^  as  the  ally  of. 
Rome,  in  the  treaty  of  Lutatius.  The  Saguntines 
indeed  were  not  in  alliance  at  the  tin)e  that  treaty  was 
concluded  :  but  it  is  evident,  that  the  two  States  did* 
not  diveft  themfelves  by  that  treaty  of  the  liberty  of 
making  new  alliances.  To  take  things  only  in  this 
view,  the  Carthaginians  would  have  been  abfolutely 
inexcufable.  But  if  we  go  farther  back  to  the  times 
when  Sardinia  was  taken  by  force  from  the  Cartha* 
ginians,  and  without  any  reafon  a  new  tribute  impofed 
upon  them,  it  muft  be  coqfefled,  (fays  Polybius,  who 
ftilJ  fpeaks)  that  the  condudtof  the  Romans,  in  refpeft 
to  thefe  two  points,  can  by  no  means  be  excufed,  being 
fokly  founded  upon  injuftice  and  violence.  This  is 
certainly  a  blot  in  their  glory,  which  their  greateft 
adions  cannot  remove.  I  only  a(k,  whether  the  no- 
torious injuftice  of  the  Romans  previou fly  committed, 
did  not  juftify  the  Carthaginians  in  no  longer  obferv- 
ing  a  treaty  concluded  in  all  the  forms,  and  whether 
it  was  not  a  legitimate  reafon  for  entering  into  a  war 
with  them  ?  In  this  kind  of  difcuflions  of  treaties, 
people  very  feldom  aft  with  a  due  regard  to  faith,  or 
think  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  make  juftice  their 
folc  guide  and  interpreter. 

The  ^oman  Anibafladors,  according  to  the  order  L**^- ^^• 
they  had  received  at  fetting  out,  went  from  Carthage  '^'  *^' 
into  Spain,  to  endeavour  to  engage  the  States  of  that 
nation  in  the  amity  of  the  Romans,  or  at  leaft  to  dif- 
fuade  them  from  entering  into  that  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians. The  Bargufians  ♦,  whom  they  vifited,  not 
being  fatisfied  with  the  Carthaginians,  whofe  yoke 
was  become  infupportable  to  them,  received  them  with 
abundance  of  favour  j  and  their  example  made  moft 

*  People  ];)etwcen  Qitalonta  and  Arragon. 
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A.  R.  53+»  of  the  nations  beyond  the  Iberus  dcfire  to  change  fid«. 
^Jgf  •   The  Roman  AmDafladors  applied  next  to  the  VoUcians; 
but  the  anfwer  they   received  from  them  fpreading 
throughout  Spain,  made  other  States  lofe  all  the  m- 
diziation  they  might  have  had  to  ally  themfelveswith 
Rome.     **  Are  you  not  alhamed/*  faid  the  oldeft 
perfon  in  the  aflembly,  where  they  had  audience,  ^  to 
^^  afk  us  to  prefer  your  alliance  to  that  of  the  Cartha-^ 
*^  ginians,  after  what  it  has  lately  coft  the  Saguntines, 
"  whom  you  their  allies  treated  with  greater  cruelty 
*«  in  abandoning  them,  than  Hannibal  their  enemy 
**  in  dcftroying  their  city.     I  advife  you  to  go  in  quett 
**  of  allies  into  other  countries,  where  the  fate  of  Sa- 
**  guntum  is  not  known.     The  ruins  of  that  unfbrtu- 
<*  nate  city  are  a  fad  indeed,  but  falutary,  leflbn  for 
«*  all  the  States  of  Spain,  that  ought  to  teach  them  to 
**  place  no  confidence  in  the  Romans."    After  this 
diKourfe,  they  were  ordered  to  quit  the  territory  of 
the  Volfcians  direftly.     They  were  no  better  treated 
by  the  reft;  of  the  Spanifh  nations,  to  whom  they  ap- 
plied 5  fo  that,  after  having  ran  over  all  Spain  ineffec- 
tually,   they  entered    Gaul,   and  went  at  firft  to 
♦  Rufcino. 

It  was  then  the  cuftom  of  the  Gauls  to  come  to  the 
affcmblies  compleatly  armed :  which,  at  their  firft 
j^^arance,  prefented  an  objeft  terrible  enough  to 
the  eyes  of  the  Romans.  It  was  ftill  worfe,  when 
after  having  extolled  the  glory  and  valour  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  the  greatnels  of  their  dominions,  they  de- 
manded of  the  Gauls  of  this  canton,  to  refufe  the  Car- 
thaginians, who  were  going  to  invade  Italy,  paflagc 
over  their  lands,  and  through  theii^ities.  Fw  there 
arofe  fo  great  a  murmur,  attended  with  fits  of  laugh- 
ter, in  the  affembly,  that  the  magiftrates  and  old 
perfons  could  not  quiet  the  impetuofity  of  the  youth 
without  great  difficulty ;  fo  void  of  reafon  and  cvefl 
ihame  did  it  feem  to  alk  the  Gauls,  that  in  order  to 
fpare  Itaty,  they  (hould  take  a  dangerous  war  upon 
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themielvcs,  and  expofe  their  own  lands  to  being  A.  R.  534. 
plundered  and  deftroytd  for  the  fake  of  preferving  A^^-^^- 
chofe  of  others.  The  tumult  being  at  length  appeafed, 
the  oldeft  perfon  made  the  Ambaifadors  this  reply : 
^^  That  the  Gauls  had  never  received  either  any  fer- 
vice  from  the  Romans,  or  any  injury  from  the  Car- 
thaginiansy  that  ought  to  induce  them  to  take  arms 
for  the  one  againft  the  other.  That  on  the  contrary 
they  were  informed,  their  countrymen  fettled  in  Italy 
-  had  been  very  ^ill  treated  by  the  Romans ;  who  had 
driven  them  out  of  the  lands  they  had  conquered, 
laden  them  with  tributes,  and  greatly  injured  them  itK 
every  rcfpcft/' 

They  were  not  treated  more  favourably  in  any  other 
part  of  Gaul.  The  Maifilienfes  were  the  only  people 
.that  received  them  like  friends.  Thefe  equally  faith*' 
fill  and  vigilant  allies  apprized  the  Romans  or  every 
thing  it  wad  for  tl^ir  intereft  to  know^  after  having 
taken  great  care  to  be  informed  of  it  themfelvea. 
They  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  Hannibal  had 
been  beforehand  with  them,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
amity  <if  the  Gauls  :  but  that  this  nation,  favage  and 
greedy  of  money»  would  continue  no  longer  in  his 
intereft,  than  he  took  care  to  engage  their  Chiefs  by 
prefeitts. 

Having  ran  over  the  different  regions  of  Spam  and 
Gaul  in  this  manner,  they  arrived  at  Rome,  imme- 
diately after  the  Confuls  had  fet  out  for  their  pro- 
vinces, and  found  all  the  citizens  full  of  the  war, 
which  diey  were  going  to  have  upop  their  hands  •, 
nobody  doubting  but  that  Hannibal  had  already  pafl- 
ed  the  Iberus. 

That  General,  after  taking  Saguntum,  went  into  Poiyb.  iii 
wmtcr-quarters   at  Carthagcna.     Here  he  received  JJ7, 1^^ 
advice  c^  all  that  had  pafied  in  refpeft  to  him  both  at  21, 21. 
Carthage  and  Rome.     In   confcqucnce,  confidcring 
himfelf  not  only  as  the  Chief,  but  as  the  author  and 
caufe  of  the  war,  he  either  diftributcd,  or  fold,  what 
remained  of  the  fpoils ;  and  perfuaded  that  he  had 
no  time  to  lofe,  Jbe  afiQmbled  th&  Spanifh  foldiers, 
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A.R.5S4.  and  faid  to  them:  "  I  believe,  friends,  that  yotl 
^tU?'  "rightly  perceive,  now  we  have  cftaWiflied  peace 
"  throughout  Spain,  that  the  only  choice  we  have  to 
^*  make,  if  we  defire  not  to  quit  ouf  arms,  and  dif- 
"  band  our  armies,  is  to  carry  the  war  elfewhcrc. 
**  For  we  can  only  procure  thefe  nations  the  advan- 
**  tages  of  peace  and  viftory,  by  marching  againft  a 
**  people,  whofe  defeat  may  acquire  us  glory  and 
**  riches.  But,'  as  we  are  going  to  undertake  a  re-^ 
**  mote  war,  and  it  may  happen,  that  we  fliall  not 
"  return  fo  loon  as  we  could  wilh  ;  if  any  of  you  arc 
**  dcfirous  to  fee  your  couatries  aiiid  families,  I  give 
"  you  my  permiffion.  You  will  return  to  your  co- 
**  lours  very  early  in  the  fpring,  in  order  that  with 
*'  the  protection  of  the  Gods,  we  may  go  and  begin 
«  a  war,  that  will  crown  us  with  glory,  and  load  us 
•**  with  riches." 

Thiy  permiffion,  which  he  granted  them  of  himlelf, 
gave  them  abundance  of  pleafure,  becaufe  almofi:  aH 
of  them  defuied  extremely  to  fee  their  countries  again, 
from  which  they  fbrcfaw  they  fhould  be  abfent  a  great 
while.  The  reft  they  enjoyed  during  the  whole 
winter,  between  the  labours  they  had  already  pafied, 
and  thofe  they  were  ftill  to  experience,  reftored  all  the 
vigour  of  body,  and  ardor  of  courage  they  had  occa- 
fion  for  in  the  new  enterprizes  they  were  to  execute. 
They  came  to  the  Rendezvous  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fpring. 
Uv.  XXX.  Hannibal  having  reviewed  the  different  nations,  of 
*'•  which  his  army  was  compofed,   returned  to  Gades,  a 

Phoenician  colony,  as  well  as  Carthage,  in  order  to 
perform  the  vows  he  had  made  to  Hercules  •,  and  he 
made  new  ones  to  that  God  for  the  good  fuccefs  of 
his  defigns.  But  as  he  wa§  no  lefs  intent  upon  the 
Polyb.iii.  (jefence  of  his  country,  than  upon  attacking  that  of 
*^  '  the  enemy,  he  refolved  to  leave  forces  confiderablc 
enough  in  Africa  to  cover  it  againft  the  attempts  ci 
the  Romans,  in  cafe  they  fhould  think  fit  to  s,  make 
defcents  in  it,  whilft  he  was  on  his  march  through 
Spain  and  Gaul  to  enter  Italy  by  land.     For  this  pur- 

pofc 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CX)RNELIUS,  SEMPRONIUS,  Conftifs.  ^3$ 

pofe  he  caufed  levies  to  be  made  in  Africa  and  Spain,  A.  R.  514* 
cfpccially  of  (lingers,  and  thofe  that  difcharged  darts  ^Ji.  '^ 
and  arrows  :  but  he  made  the  Africans  fervc  in  Spain, 
and  the  Spaniards  in  Africa ;  being  perfuaded,  that 
they  would  behave  better  in  a  Itrangc  country  than  ia 
their  own,  cfpecially  as  they  had  contradted  by  that 
exchange,  a  reciprocal  obligation  to  defend  themfelves 
well.  ,  He  fent  thirteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty,  foot  armed  with  light  bucklers;  and  eight  hundred 
and  feventy  (lingers  of  the  iQands  Balcarcs,  with 
twelve  hundred  horfe  of  different  countries,  into 
Africa.  He  garrifoned  Carthage  with  part  of  thefe 
troops,  and  diltributed  the  reft  in  the  country  about 
it.  At  the  fame  time  he  ordered  four  thoufand  chofen 
youth  to  be  raifed  in  the  different  cities  of  the  pro» 
yinces,  whom  he  fent  to  Carthage,  as  well  to  ferve 
for  hoftages  there,  as  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 

He  did  not  think  it  proper  to  negleft  Spain,  rfpe-Liv.xxi. 
cially  OS  he  had  been  informed  that  the  Roman  Am-  »»• 
bafladors  had  ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  engage  fg  ^^^'  ***• 
the  feveral  States  in  their,  interefts.  He  charged  his  ^' 
brother,  a  bold  and  aftive  man,  with  the  defence  of 
it ;  and  for  that  fervicegavc  him  the  following  forces, 
moft  of  them  raifed  in  Africa :  eleven  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  African  foot,  three  hundred  Ligu- 
rians,  and  five  hundred  Balearian  flingers.  To  this 
body  of  infantry,  he  added  four  hundred  and  fifty 
Liby-phcenician  horfe,  eighteen  hundred  Numidians 
and  Mauritanians,  and  two  hundred  Ilergetes,  a  Spa« 
nifh  nation.  And  in  order  that  nothing  wherein  the 
force  of  a  land-army  confifted  might  be  wanting,  he 
added  one  and  twenty  elephants.  And  laftly,  as  he 
did  not  doubt  but  the  Romans  would  ad  by  fea, 
where  they  had  gained  a  famous  viftory,  which  had 
terminated  the  firft  war  between  them  and  the  Cartha- 
ginians i  for  the  defence  of  the  coafts,  he  left  him 
fifty  galleys  of  five  benches  of  oar^,  two  of  four,  and 
five  of  three.  He  gave  his  brother  wife  advice  con« 
cerning  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  aft  both  in 
refpeft  to  die  Spaniards  and  the  Romans,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  attack  him. 
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A.  R.  534-  We  fee  here  from  the  beginning  of  this  war,  in  the 
^li.^*  perfon  of  Hannibal,  the  model  of  an  excellent  Ge- 
neral, whofe  wife  forefight  nothing  efeapes;  who 
gives  his  orders  on  all  fides  where  neceflary  i  who  takes 
all  the  meafures  early,  that  can  conduce  to  the  fuccefs 
of  his  dcfigns  ^  that  always  purfues  thofe  he  hai 
taken }  and  who  never  forms  any,  that  are  not  great ; 
who  fhews  fo  perfeft  a  knowled^  of  war,  that,  if  he 
had  not  been  fo  young,  it  might  have  paflfed  for  the 
cffeft  of  confummace  experience. 


SECT.    11. 

ffamiibal  ficures  the  goad-will  of  the  Gauls.  Hi  jSgmJhs 
the  day  for  beginning  tie  march  of  the  troops.  Dream 
or  vijlon  of  Hannibal.  He  marches  towards  the  Pj^^ 
nneans.  fV^y  Hannibal  had  to  march  from  Cariba- 
gena  to  Italy.  The  Gauls  favour  the  paffage  of  Han- 
nibal through  their  lands.  Revolt  of  the  Boii  agamjt 
the  Romans.  Defeat  of  the  Prator  Manlius.  The 
Confuls  fet  out  f of  their  refpeSive  provinces.  P.  Sciph 
arrives  at  Marfeilles  byfea.  He  is  informed^  that  Han- 
nibal is  upon  the  point  of  pqffing  the  Rhone.  Paffage 
of  the  Rhone  by  Hannibal.  Skirmift>  betmeem  the  ae* 
tacbments  fent  out  by  both  parties.  Deputation  of  the 
Boii  to  Hannibal.  He  baraf^ues  the  troops  before  be 
enters  the  Alps.  P.  Scipio  finds  Hannibal  fet  out. 
The  latter  continues  his  route  to  the  Alps.  He  is  chofen 
arbiter  between  two  br other s^  and  places  the  oldeft  upon 
the  throne.  Famous  paffage  of  the  Alps  by  HannibaL 
Greatnefs  and  wifdom  of  that  Generals  enterprize. 

Poiyb.  ill.  TJANNIBAL  having  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
i«8.  XX  Africa  and  Spain,  waited  only  for  the  arrival  of 
the  couriers,  which  the  Gauls  were  to  fend,  and  the 
informations  which  he  expeded  from  them,  concern^ 
ing  the  fertility  of  the  country  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps 
and  along  the  Po  j  the  number  of  the  inhabitants ; 
whether  they  were  a  warlike  people  >  whether  they 
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retained  any  animofity  aeainft  the  Romans  in  efieA^R-534* 
of  the  war  with  them  rometime  before.  He  had  ^\\f* 
great  expe<5tations  from  that  nation.  It  was  for  this 
reafon,  that  he  had  taken  care  to  fend  deputies  to  all 
the  petty  kings  of  Gaul,  as  well  on  this  fide  of  the 
Alps,  as  thofe  who  inhabited  thofe  mountains,  refolv- 
ing  to  fight  the  Romans  only  in  Italy,  and  righdy 
judging,  that  he  ihould  iland  in  need  of  the  help  of 
the  Gauls,  for  overcoming  the  obftacles  which  he 
ihould  meet  with  on  his  way.  He  therefore  took  care 
to  gain  their  chiefs  by  prefents,  of  which  he  knew  they 
were  very  greedy,  and  thereby  to  aflure  himfelf  of  the 
afiedbion  and  fidelity  of  a  part  of  that  nation/  At 
length  the  couriers  arrived,  and  informed  hini  of  the 
dilpofition  of  the  Gauls,  who  expeded  him  with  im- 
patience ;  of  the  extraordinary  height  of  the  Alps,  and 
the  difficulties  he  mud  exped  to  find  in  paitiiig  them^ 
though  it  was  not  abfolutely  impra£fcicable. 

Early  in  the  ipring,  Hannibal  made  his  troops  quit  l^olyb.  vL 
their  wmter-quarters.  The  news  he  received  from  Car-  *^^' 
thage  of  what  had  been  done  there  in  his  favour,  had 
extremely  encouraged  him.  Afiured  of  the  good- 
will of  his  citizens,  he  began  then  to  fpeak  fi^eely  of  ' 
the  war  with  the  Romans  to  his  foldiers.  He  repre- 
fented  to  them  "  in  what  manner  the  Romans  had 
demanded,  that  himfelf,  and  all  the  officers  of  the 
army,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  them.  He  fpoke 
with  advantage  of  the  fertility  of  the  country  they 
were  going  to  enter,  of  the  difpofition  of  the  Gaiils 
in  his  favour,  and  the  alliance  they  were  to  make  to- 
gether/* The  troops  having  told  him,  that  they 
were  ready  to  follow  him  wherever  he  thought  fit, 
ke  praifed  their  courage,  declared  the  day  when  he 
would  let  out^  and  difmifled  the  afiembly. 

Upon  the  day  fixed,  Hannibal  began  his  march  atl-iv.xxi. 
the  head  of  ninety  thoufaiid  foot,  and  about  twelve  **' 
thoufand  hortc.     He  pafled  near  *  Etovifla,  and  ad- 
vanced towards  the  Ibefus,  without  quitting  the  fea- 

*  The  exa6l  iituation  of  this  city  is  not  known. 
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A.R.5}4.  coail.  He  is  faid  to  have  had  a  dream  here,  in 
Ant.  c.  ^hich  he  faw  a  young  man  of  a  form  and  ftaturc 
more  than  human,  who  faid,  he  was  fent  by  Jupiter 
to  conduft  Hannibal  into  Italy.  It  is  added,  that  he 
bade  him  follow  him  and  keep  him  in  view,  without 
looking  off  upon  any  other  objeft.  That  accordingly 
he  didfo  at  firft  with  refpeft  mingled  with  dread^ 
without  turning  his  eyes  any  other  way.  But  that  at 
length,  not  being  able'"to  refill  a  curiofity  fo  natural 
to  mankind,  efpecially  in  things  forbidden,  he  turned 
his  head  to  fee  the  objeft  he  was  forbade  to  look 
upon.  That  he  then  perceived  a  fcrpent  of  enormous 
magnitude,  that  rolled  itfelf  along  amongft  the  fhrubs, 
which  it  beat  down  on  the  right  and  left  with  a  great 
noife.  That  at  the  fame  time  it  began  to  thunder 
with  a  dreadful  ftorm.  And  laftly,  that  having  afked, 
what  this  prodigy  fignified  ?  he  was  anfwered,  that  it 
prefaged  the  defolation  of  Italy :  but  that  he  conti- 
nued his  march,  without  enquiring  farther  concern- 
ing an  event,  yhich  the  fates  were  for  keeping  a  fecret. 
Be  this  dream  as  it  will,  for  Polybius  fays  nothing  of 
Poiyb.  iii,  it,  Hannibal  paffed  the  Iberus,  attacked  the  feveral  *  na- 
x«9>  »9o-  tions  that  inhabited  the  country  upon  his  route  from  the 
Iberus  to  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  fought  feveral 
bloody  battles,  in  which  himfelf  loft  a  confidcfrablc 
number  of  men.  He  however  fubjefted  that  coun- 
try, of  which  he  gave  Hanno  the  government,  in 
order  to  be  matter  of  the  defiles,  which  feparate  Spain 
from  Gaul.  To  guard  thefe  pafles,  and  awe  the  in- 
habitants of  the  country,  he  left  him  ten  thoufand 
foot,  and  a  thoufand  horfe,  and  the  keeping  of  the 
baggage  of  thofe  who  were  to  follow  him  into  Italy. 

Hannibal  here  was  informed,  that  three  thoufend 
of  the  Carpetani,  terrified  by  the  length  of  the  wayj 
and  the  height  of  the  Alps,  which  they  reprefented  to 
themfelves  as  unfurmountable,  had  taken  their  route 
back  to  their  own  country.  He  faw  plainly  that  he 
fliould  get  nothing  by  endeavouring  to  retain  them 

*  The  Ilergetes,  Barguiiansji.  Erenefians^  ahd  Andoiians. 
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i>y  kind  treatment)  and  at  the  fathe  time  was  afraid  ^rJ^-53*- 
of  irritating  the  lavage  difpofition  of  others,  if  he  4,5,^' 
cirtployed  force;  He  therefore  ufed  addrels  and  po- 
Itcy ;  and,  befides  that  number,  difmiiled  feven  thou- 
iand  ibldiers  more,  who,  he  perceived,  were  no  lon- 
ger pkafed  with  this  war,  pretending,  that  it  was  alfo 
by  his  order,  that  the  Carpetani  had  retired.  By  this 
wife  condu£t  he  prevented  the  bad  cffe&s  which  the 
defertion  of  the  Carpetani  might  have  occalioned  in 
the  army,  had  it  been  known;  and  he  gave  the 
troops  hopes  of  being  difcharged,  whenever  they 
pleafird  ^  a  powerful  motive  to  induce  them  to  follow 
him  chearfuUy,  and  not  to  be  tired  of  the  fervice. 

The  army  not  being  incumbered  then  widx  theit 
baggage,  and  compofed  of  fifty  tfioufand  foot,  nine 
Uioaiand  horfe,  and  thiity-feven  elephants,  Hannibal 
made  it  mafch  through  the  Pyreneans,  in  order  to  so 
on  and  pafs  the  Rhone.  This  army  was  formidabk, 
more  by  the  valour  than  number  cf  the  ctocf>s,  who 
had  ferved  many  ^ears  in  Spain  under  the  moft  able 
Generals  Carthage  had  ever  podtKed. 

Polybius  gives  us  a  very  clear  idea  of  the  length 
of  way  which  Hannibal  had  to  march,  in  order  to  Poiyb.jiL 
Hrrive  in  Italy.  From  Carthagena,  from  whence  he  '^*'  *^J* 
fet  out,  to  the  Iberus,  is  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
fiadia :  (110*  leagues.)  From  the  Iberus  to  Empo^ 
Hum,  a  little  maritime  town,  that  feparates  Spain 
from  Gaul  according  to  Strabo,  fixteen  hundred  (ta<» 
dia:  (80  leagues.)  Ffom  Emporium  to.  the  paflage 
of  the  Rhone,  the  famd  fpace  of  1600  ftadia:  (80 
leagues.)  From  the  pafla^e  of  the  Rhone  to  the 
Alps  fourteen  hundred  ftadia  i  (76  leagues.)  From 
the  Alps  to  the  plains*  of  Italy,  twelve  hundred 
ftadia :  (60  leagues*)  Thus  from  Carthagena  to 
Italy,  the  way  is  eight  thoufand  ftadia,  that  is  to 
fay,  fout  hundred  leagues.  Thefe  meafufes  muft  be 
right;  for  Polybius  tells  us,  that  the  Romans  had 
carefully  divided  this  route  by  ^^aces  of  eight  ftadia, 
that  is  tGtfay  by  Roman  miles. 

*  The  eftimate  here  is  twenty  ibuiia  to  a  league. 
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A.R.  sH*  Hannibal  having  pafled  the  Pyrenesuis,  incamped 
^^\^*  near  the  city  of  *  Iliibcris.  The  Gaul*  well  knew» 
Poiyb.  iii.  that  his  defign  was  againft  Italy,  and  had  at  firil  ex- 
29^'  .  prcffcd  fufficient  good-will  for  the  deputies  he  had 
^*  ****  fent  to  them.  But  having  been  apprized,  that  he 
had  fubjcfted  by  force  fevcral  ftates  of  Spain  beyond 
the  Pyreneans,  and  that  he  had  left  ftrong  garrifons 
in  their  countries  to  keep  them  in  awe,  the  fear  of 
being  enflaved  like  then^  made  them  take  arms,  and 
aflemble  in  fufficiently  great  numbers  near  f  Rufcino. 
Hannibal  being  apprized  of  this,  apprehended  the 
delay  they  might  occafion  of  his  march,  much  more 
than  the  force  of  their  arms.  This  obliged  him  to 
fend  deputies  to  the  petty  Kings  of  the  country,  to 
demand  an  interview  of  them.  "  He  gave  them  their 
choice  either  to  come  to  him  at  Illiberis,  whpre  he 
was  incamped,  or  to  fuffer  that  he  Ihould  approach 
Rufcino ',  m  order  that  the  proximity  of  place  might 
facilitate  their  converfations.  That  as  for  him,  he 
would  receive  them  with  joy  in  his  camp,  or  would 
immediately  attend  them  in  theirs,  if  they  chofe  that. 
That  the  Gauls  ought  to  treat  him  as  a  friend,  and 
not  as  an  enemy ;  and  that  unlefs  they  forced  him  to 
it,  he  would  not  draw  his  fword  till  he  arrived  in 
Italy.  This  he  gave  them  to  underftand  by  his  depu- 
ties. But  their  Princes  coming  themfelves  immedi- 
ately to  him  at  Illiberis,  they  were  fo  charmed  with 
the  good  reception  he  gave  them,  and  the  prefents  he 
made  them,  mat  they  left  his  army  at  entire  liberty 
to  pafs  through  the  country,  taking  their  route  by 
Rufcino. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Romans  were  informed  by 
deputies  from  j;  Maflilia,  that  Hannibal  had  pafled 
the  Iberus.  This  was  a  new  motive  to  make  them 
h^en  the  execution  of  their  proje6t  of  fending  an 
army  mto  Sj>ain  under  the  command  of  P.  Cornelius, 
and  another  into  Africa  under  that  of  Tiberius  Scm- 


•  Now  callfcd  Coliourc  in  Roufllllon. 
t  Near  Pcrpignan.  Hod,  Rufcinon. 
tMarTeiUff. 
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pronius.     But  whatever  diligence  they  ufed,   they  A.  r.  534, 
could  not  prevent  that  of  their  enemy.  iJg?" 

Whilft  the  two.  Confuls  were  levying  troops,  and  Poiyb.'iii. 
making  other  preparations,  all  polfible  expedition  was  ^J^'"^  1^4 
ufed  to  conclude  every  thing  relating  to  the  colonies,»5«li^y* 
hefott  intended  to  be  lent  intso  Cifalpine  Gaul.     The 
cities  were  inclofed  with  walls,  and  thofe  who  were  to 
inhabit  them,  were  ordered  to  repair  thither  in  thirty 
days.     Each  of  thefe  colonies  confided  of  fix  thou- 
iand  men.     One  was  fettled  on  this  fide  the  Po,  and 
called  Placentia ;  and  the  other  on  the  other  fide  of 
that  river,  to  which  the  name  of  Cremona  was  given. 
Thefe  colonies  were  no  fooner  fettled,  than  the 
Boii,  being  apprized  of  the  approach  of  the  Cartha- 
giiiianSy  and  promifing  themfelves  much  from  then* 
aid,  revolted  from  the  Romans,^  without  regard  to 
the  hoft^es  they  had  given  them  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  war.     They  drew  over  the  Infubrians,  wliom  an 
antient  grudge  againfi;  the  Romans  before  inclined  to 
take  arms,  and  £)th  together  ravaged  the  country, 
which  the  Romans  had  diftributcd.     Thofe  who  fled 
were  purfued  as  far  as  Mutina,  another  colony  of  the 
Romans :   (Nfodena.)    Mutina    icfclf  was  befieged. 
They  (hut  up  three  Romans  of  great  diflinftion  in 
that  place,  who  had  beep  fent  thither  to  difbibute 
the  lands  :  thefe  were  C.  Lutatius,  a  perfon  of  Con- 
Hilar  dignify,  and  two  old  Prastors.     They  demanded 
^n  interview,  which  was  granted  them  by  the  Boii : 
but  contrary  to  their  engagement,  they  feized  their 
perfons,  with  the  vfew  of  recovering  fheir  hoftage$ 
by  their  me^ns. 

Upon  this  new$,  Lf  Manlius  the  Prastor,  who,  as. 
we  have  faid,  commanded  an  army  in  the  country, 
made  his  troops  march  towards  that  city,  without  hav- 
ifig  taken  any  precaution,  or  fo  much  as  acquainted  . 
himfelf  with  the  country.  The  Boii  had  laid  am- 
bufcades  in  a  foreft.  As  foon  as  the  Romans  entered 
it,  they  fell  upon  them  from  all  fides  :  Manlius  loft 
a  great  part  of  his  army,  and  with  much  difiiculty 
efcaped  with  the  reft,  whom  no(  without  great  pains 
?  3  and 
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Aj.lt- 5H-ind  danger,  ^e  made  enter  Tanetum,  a  fmall  town 
%ii.  '  o^  ^hc  banks  of  the  Po,  where  they  intrenched  thcm- 
felVcs,  and  where  they  were  afterwards  befieged  hj 
the  enemy. 

When  it  was  known  at  Rome,  that  they  were  to 
have  the  revolt  of  the  Gauls  upon  their  hands,  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  impending  war  of  the  Carthagini- 
ans, the  Senate  fcnt  the  Pnctor  C.  AtiliOs  to  the  aid 
of  Manlius  with  a  Roman  legion,  and  five  thoufand 
of  the  allies,  whom  the  Coniul  P.  Scipio  had  lately 
raifed.  The  enemy  retired  on  the  rumour  of  this 
march.  Publius  however  raifed  a  new  legion  to  fup 
ply  the  place  of  that,  which  had  been  lent  with  the 
Praetor. 
Poiyb.  ill.  ^"  *^  beginning  of  the  fame  fpring  that  Hannibal 
iH*  ^  'pafledthe  loerus  and  the  Pyrenees,  theConfuls,  hav- 
ing made  all  the  neceffary  difpofitions  for  the  execu- 
tion of  their  defigns,  fet  fail,  jPubliujs  with  fixty  (hips 
for  Spain,  and  Tiberius  Sempronius  with  an  hundred 
and  nxty  of  five  benches  of  oars  for  Africa. 

The  latter  ifted  at  firft  with  fo  much  impetuofity, 
made  fuch  formidable  preparations  at  Lilybseum,  and 
affembled  fuch  great  bodies  of  troops  from  all  fides, 
that  it  might  have  been  thought,  his  defign  was, 
when  he  landed  in  Africa,  to  bcfiege  Carthage. 
Polyb-iii.  Publius  keeping  along  the  coafts  of  Hetruria,  Li* 
'?5-'  .  guria,  and  the  mountains  of  the  Saltans,  arrived  the 
^w.  XXI.  ^^^  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marfdlles,  landed  his 
troops,  and  incamped  near  the  firft  of  the  mouths,  by 
which  the  Rhone  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  with  de- 
fign to  give  Hannibal  battle  in  Gaul,  before  he  arriv- 
ed at  the  Alps.  He  was  far  from  believing,  that  he 
had  paffcd  the  Pyrenees  already.  But  being  mformed, 
that  he  was  even  upon  the  point  of  paifing  the  Rhone, 
he  was  fometime  uncertain  whether  he  Ihould  march 
in  order  to  meet  him.  Seeing  that  his  troops  had 
not  perfeftly  recovered  the  fatigues  of  their  voyage, 
he  gave  them  fome  days  reft,  contenting  himielf  with 
fending  out  three  hundred  of  his  braveft  horfe,  as 
fcouts,  with  Ibme  Gauls  then  in  the  pay  of  the  people 
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of  Maffilia,  with  orders  to  approach  the  enemy  as  ^j^*  su* 
flcar  as  they  could  without  expofuig  thcmfelves,  and  ^ji,  ' 
to  obfcrve  well  their  march,  number,  and  afpeft. 
This  delay  was  highly  falutary  for  Hannibal.  For 
had  the  Conful  haftened  his  niarch,  and  joined  the 
Gauls  in  order  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  the  river  with 
him,  he  might  have  put  a  ftop  to  his  progrefs,  and 
fruflrated  aU  his  defigns. 

Hannibal  havins  cither  awed  or  brought  over  all  ^^^y^-  "V 
the  other  nations  of  Gaul,  whofe  country  he  had  paffed  iIvTxxi?' 
through,  was  arrived  at  about  the  diftance  of  four  %^%t, 
days  march  from  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  Volcae,  a  powerful  people.  They  inhabited 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rhone  on  both  fides  of  that  river : 
But  defpairing  of  being  able  to  defend  the  fide,  on 
which  the  Carthaginians  were  entering  their  country, 
Ithey  removed  with  all  their  effefts  to  the  other,  and 
prepared  to  difpute  the  pafiiajge  of  thofe  Grangers  with 
force  of  arms.  All  the  other  States  that  inhabited 
along  the  Rhone,  and  efpecially  thofe  on  whofe  lands 
Hannibal  incampcd,  ardently  defired  to  fee  him  on 
the  other  fide  of  that  river,  in  order  to  be  delivered 
from  fo  great  a  multitude  of  foldiers,  that  flarved 
tfaem.  In  confequence  he  eafily  engaged  them  by 
prefents  to  afiemble  all  the  barks  they  had,  and  even 
to  build  new  ones.  He  alfo  caufed  an  extraordinary 
number  of  boats,  IkifFs,  and  floats  to  be  made  -,  in 
which  work  he  pafled  two  days. 

The  Gauls  were  pofted  on  the  other  fide,  in  a  good 
difpofition  for  difputing  the  paflage  with  him.  It  was 
not  poffible  to  attack  them  in  front.  He  therefore 
commanded  a  confiderable  detachiBent  of  his  troops 
under  the  command  of  *  Hanno  fon  of  Bomilcar,  to 
P^s  the  river  higher  up,  and  in  order  to  conceal  their 
march  and  his  defign  from  the  knowledge  of  the  ene- 
my>  he  made  them  fet  out  the  beginning  of  the  third 
night.  He  ordered  him  to  go  up  the  river  towards 
its  Iburce,  and  to  pafs  it  with  the  troops  as  fecretly  as 

*  Not  the  Hsumo  left  to  command  \^  Spali^, 
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i^i^-  5H«  poflible  at  the  firft  place  where  it  was  fordable,  and 
%j%?'  afterwards  to  take  a  large  compafs  in  approaching  the 
^nemy,  in  order  to  fsufl  on  them  in  the  rear  at  the 
proper  time.  This  fucceeded  as  he  intended.  The 
G^uls,  whom  Hannibal  had  given  them  for  guides, 
made  them  n^arch  about  five  and  twenty  miles ;  at  the 
end  of  which,  they  fhewed  Hanno  a  little  ifland, 
formed  by  the  river  in  dividing  itfelf,  which  occafions 
its  being  not  fo  deep,  and  more  eafy  to  pafs,  in  this 
place.  They  *  paflcd  the  river  the  next  day  without 
any  rcfiftance,  or  being  perceived  by  the  enemy. 
They  halted  the  reft  of  the  day,  and  during  the  night 
^which  was  the  fifth)  they  advanced  with  little  noifc 
towards  the  enemy. 

Hannibal  in  the  mean  time  prepared  to  attempt  the 
paflage.  The  heavy  armed  troops  were  to  go  On 
board  the  greater  barks,  and  the  light  armed  infantry 
in  the  fmall.  The  greater  were  placed  above  in  a 
long  file  and  upon  the  fame  line,  and  the  lefs  below, 
in  order  that  the  former  fuftaining  the  violence  of  the 
ftream,  the  latter  might  have  lefs  to  fuffcr  from  it.  It 
was  conceived  proper  to  make  the  horfes  follow 
fwimming ;  and  in  order  to  that,  a  man  in  the  item 
of  each  l>oat  held  three  or  four  on  each  fide  by  the 
reins.  Parts  of  the  horfes  were  made  to  enter  the 
water  entirely  equipped,  in  order  that  their  riders 
mi^t  immeaiately  charge  the  enemy  on  landing.  By 
this  means  a  fiifiiciently  great  number  of  troops  were 
thrown  upon  the  other  fide  at  the  firft  paflage. 

Hannibal  had  not  began  to  pafs  the  river  with  his 
army,  till  after  he  had  fcen  a  fmoke  rife  on  the  other 
fide  I  which  was  the  fignal  the  troops,  that  had  paflol 
the  river  with  Hanno,  was  to  make.  Every  thing  was 
immediately  difpofed,  and  fpoke  the  prelude  of  a 
great  battle.  In  the  barks  fome  mutually  encouraged 
each  other  with  great  cries ;  whilft  others,  to  ufc  the 
expreflion,  ftrove  with  the  violence  of  the  ftream  ;  and 
the  Carthaginians,  who  remained  upon  the  Ihore,  ani- 

*  This  is  believed  to  have  been  between  Roquemaore  and  Pbnt  St. 
Elprit. 
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mated  their  companions  with  their  voices  and  geftitt^,  ^' c^ 
The  Barbarians,  on  the  other  fide,  according  to  cuf-  ^^^ 
torn,  raifed  dreadful  cries  and  bowlings,  clafliing  their 
(hields  tc^ther,  and  already  afluring  themfelves  of 
viftory.  At  tlmt  inftant,  tney  heard  a  great  noife 
behind  them,  faw  all  their  tents  on  fire,  and  themfelvea 
vigoroufly  attacked  in  the  rear.  Hannibal  animated 
by  this  fucceis,  drew  up  his  troops  in  battle  as  they 
landed,  exhorted  them  to  behave  with  bravery,  and 
led  them  on  againft  the  enemy.  The  latter,  terrifiedt 
and  already  in  diforder  by  fb  unforefeen  an  event,  were 
inftandy  broke,  and  put  to  flight. 

Hannibal,  mafter  of  the  paflage,  and  at  the  fame 
rime  vi&or  over  the  Gauls,  immediately  took  care 
to  make  the  reft  of  his  troops  pafs  the  river,  and  in- 
camped  that  night  upon  its  banks.  The  next  morn- 
ing, on  the  report  that  the  Roman  fleet  was  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Rhone,  he  detached  five  hundred 
Numidian  horfe  to  difcover  where  the  enemy  lay,  their 
number,  and  what  they  were  doing. 

It  remained  now  to  make  the  elephants  pais  the 
Rhone,  which  occafioned  abundance  of  perplexity ; 
but  that  was  removed  in  the  following  manner.  A 
raft  of  two  hundred  feet  in  length  and  fifty  in  breadth, 
was  brought  to  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  made  fafl: 
by  large  cables  to  beams  planted  along  the  fliore. 
This  float  was  covered  all  over  with  earth  :  fo  that 
thofe  animals  on  going  upon  it,  im^ined  thae 
they  went  as  ufual  upon  the  land.  .  From  this  firit 
float,  which  was  fixed,  they  paflTed  on  to  a  fecond, 
of  the  fame  form,  but  only  an  hundred  feet  in  length, 
and  made  fail  to  the  other  by  cords  eafily  unued. 
The  females  were  made  to  go  foremofl:.  The  other 
elephants .  followed  them ;  and  when  they  had  pafled 
on  to  the  fecond  float,  it  was  let  loofe  from  the  firft, 
and  towed  to  the  other  fide  by  fmall  boats.  After 
which  it  returned  to  fetch  the  reft.  Some  fell  into 
the  water,  but  got  to  fliore  to  the  reft,  fo  that  not  one 
of  them  was  drowned. 
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A-R.  sv^  la  the' mean  time  the  two  parties  fcnt  out  to  view 
^Ji7'  the  armies  of  ea^h  other,  happening  to  meet,  an  a£l:ion, 
Poiyb.*iiL  much  more  furious  and  bloody  than  could  be  expeAed 
Jjv!  xxL  ^^"*  ^'^  ^"^  *  number,  enfued^  Almoft  all  the 
•9/  men  were  wounded  The  number  of  the  flain  was 
pretty  equal  on  both  (ides :  and  it  was  not  till  after 
a  very  obftinate  refinance,  that  the  Numidians  fled, 
apd  abandoned  the  victory  to  the  Romans,  who  be- 
gan to  be  extremely  fatigued  on  their  fide-  The 
viAcM:s  loft  aa  hundred  and  fixty  men,  Romany 
^d  Gauls ;  and  of  the  Numidians  more  than  two 
hundred  remained  upon  the  fpot.  This  adion, 
which  was  at  once,  fays  Livy,  the  beginning  of 
this  war,  and  the  pref^e  of  its  fuccefs,  made  peo* 
pk  judge,  that  it  the  Romans  had  the  advantage 
in  the  end,  they  would  at  leaft  buy  their  vi&ory 
dear.  After  it  was  over,  the  Romans  in  purfuing 
the  enemy  approached  the  intrenchments  of  the  Car- 
thaginians,  examined  every  thing  with  their  own 
eyes,  ^nd  immediately  flew  to  give  die  Conful  an  ac- 
count of  what  they  had  fcen. 
Myb.  ill.  Hannibal  was  m  doubt,  whether  he  fliopld  go  to 
ilvxxi  ^^y  ^^^^^  fighting,  or  come  to  blows  with  the  fiift 
»9. '  '  enemy  he  fliould  meet  on  his  way.  Magalus,  Prince 
of  the  Boii,  and  chief  of  the  embafly  fent  to  hjm  by 
that  people,  removed  that  uncertainty,  He  told  him, 
««  that  the  Boii  and  the  other  Gauls  called  him  in  to 
their  aid,  and  promifed  to  join  km  in  the  war  againit 
the  Romans.  He  took  it  upon  himfelf  to  cofidu^ 
his  army  into  Italy  by  ways,  where  it  would  want  no- 
thing,  and  by  which  his.  march  would  be  fliort  and 
fafe.  He  defcribed  the  fertility  of  the  country  it  was 
to  enter  in  magnificent  terms,  and  dwelt  particulariy 
upon  the  difpoution  of  the  feveral  &Mte$  to  take  arms 
in  his  favour  s^nft  their  common  enemy.  He  con- 
cluded with  advifing  him  to  referve  all. his  forces  for 
Italy,  and  not  to  give  battle,  till  it  arrived  there." 

Hannibal  being  determined  to  purfue  his  route  to 
Italy,  aflcmbled  his  foldicrs,  and  as  he  had  perceived 
ibme  coldnefc,  efpecially  in  rcfpcft  to  the  length  of 
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the  way  and  pafling  the  Alps,  of  which  they  had  a  A^-  SH. 
terrible  idea  from  report,  he  made  ufe  both  of  re-     ,*i,^ 
proaches  and  praiies,  to  reanimate  their  courage.    He  liv.  lad. 
reprefented  to  them,  **  that  having  to  that  day  con-  ^**' 
fronted  the  greateil  dangers  with  them,  he  could 
fcarce  comprehend   from  whence    the    terror  that 
feized  them  could  arife.     That  during  the  many  years 
riiey  had  ferved  under  his  father,  under  Afdrubal, 
and  himfelf,  they  had  always  been  viftorious.     That 
they  had  pafled  the  Iberus  with  defign  to  deliver  the 
Univerfc  trom  the  tyranny  of  the  Romans,  and  to  ex- 
tirpate the  very  name  of  that  haughty  people.    That 
then  none  of  them  thought  the  way  too  long,  though 
it  were  to  be  fix)m  the  extremity  of  the  Weft  to 
that  of  the  Eaft.     That  now,  when  they  had  march- 
ed   the  greateft  part  of  it  y  had  paffed  the   Pyre- 
nees in  the  midft  of  the  moft  favage  nations ;  had 
pafled  the  Rhone,  and  ftemmed  the  impetuous  waves 
of  fb  rapid  a  river  in  the  view  of  (o  many  thoufand 
Gauls,  who  had  difputed  the  paiTage  with  them  in 
vain  :  now  when  they  found  themfelves  clofe  to  the 
Alps,  of  which  the  oppofite  fide  to  that  before  them 
was  part  of  luly,  they  wanted  fpiric  and  refolution. 
What  image  then  did  they  form  of  the  Alps  !  Did 
diey  believe  them  any  thing  but  high  mountains  I 
That  though  they  were  higher  than  the  Pyrenees; 
there  certainly  was  no  land  that  touched  the  fky,  or  was 
not  to  be  pafled  by  mankind.     That  it  was  certain 
the  Alps  were  inhabited  i  that  they  were  cultivated  5 
that  they  fubfifted  men  and  other  animals,  to  whom 
they  had  given  birth.     That  the  Ambafladors  them- 
ielves  from  the  Gauls,  whom  they  faw  before  their 
eyes,  had  no  wings,  when  they  pafled  them  to  come 
thither.     That  the  anceftors  of  the  fame  Gauls,  before 
they  fettled  in  Italy,    where  they    were  ftxangers, 
bad  often  pafled  them  with  an  innumerable  multitude 
of  women  and  children,  who  went  with  them  in  quefl: 
of  new  habitations.    He  concluded  with  repeating  all 
the  aids,  with  lyhich  the  Ambafladors  of  the  Gauls 
had  engaged  to  fupply  them." 
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.^^514*  *  The  foldicrs  would  fcarcc  give  Hannibal  time  to 
^J'gf '  conclude,  but  raifcd  their  hands  up  all  together,  and 
declared  they  were  ready  to  follow  wherever  he  would 
lead  them.    He  fixed  their  departure  for  the  next 
day  i  and  after  having  made  vows  and  fupplicadons 
to  the  Gods  for  the  lafety  of  the  whole  army^  he  dif- 
.mifled  them,  recommending  it  to  them,  to  refreih 
and  reft  themfelves.    Accordingly  he  fet  out  the  next 
day. 
Wyb.  ui.     Whatever  diligence  ?•  Scipio  made,  with  defign  to 
??*•    .    give  Hannibal  battle,  he  did  not  arrive  at  the  place 
^  V.  XXI.  ^jj^j^  ^j^^  Carthaginians  had  pafled  the  Rhone  till 
three  days  after  Uicy  were  marched-    Having  no 
hopes  of  coming  up  with  them,  he  returned  to  his 
fleet,  and  emba»ed  again,  with  the  refolution  to  go 
a^d  wait  for  them  at  the  bottom  of  the  Alps.  But 
in  order  not  to  leave  Spain  without  defence,  he  fent 
his  brother  Cneus  thither,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
his  troops,  to  mKke  head  againft  Afdrubal,  and  fet  out 
for  Geneva,  intending  to  aft  with  the  army  in  Cifal- 
pine  Gaul  near  the  Po  againft  Hannibal. 
Id.  Ilud.       Hannibal  fet  out  the  next  dav  as  he  had  declared, 
and  continued  his  march  through  Gaul  along  the  ri- 
ver towards  the  north :  not  becaufe  that  way  was  the 
moft  direft  and  Ihorteft,  but  that  by  removing  from 
the  fea,  he  removed  from  Scipio,  and  favoured  his 
defign  of  entering  Italy  with  aU  his  forces,  and  withr 
out  weakening  them  by  any  battle. 
Ibid.  !•).     After  a  march  of  four  days  he  arrived  at  a  kind  of 
^•"*'  Ifland,  as  it  was  called,  formed  by  the  confluence  of 
the  *  Ifara  and  the  Rhone,  which  unite  in  this  place. 


^i 


*  The  text  of  Polybius,  as  we  have  it,  and  that  of  Livy,  place  thic 
ifland  between  the  Saone  and  the  Rhone,  that  is  to  izj,  where  Lions 
hat  been  iince  built.  This  is  pretended  to  be  an  error.  In  the 
Greek  it  was  wrote  SaM»^»  to  which  the  word'AptifQ'  has  b^en  fiib- 
ftitnted.  Jac.  Gronovius  fays  he  faw  it  wrote  Biiarat  in  a  manuicript 
of  Livy  I  which  ihews,  that  *'  Ifara  Rhodanufque  amnes'*  niuil  be 
read  inftead  of  **  Arar  Rhodanufque  f*  and  that  the  idand  in  queftion 
is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Ifara  and  Rhone.  The  ^tuation 
of  the  Allobroges,  mentioned  here,  is  an  evident  proof  of  this. .  I 
do  not  enter  into  this  kind  of  difputes.  I  thought  it  neceflaiy  to  fbU 
low  the  corredion. 

Here 
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Here  he  was  chofen  arbiter  between  two  brothers^  A^r.jh*. 
who  difputcd  the  crown  with  each  other.  He  ad-  ^liT 
judged  it  to  the  eldeft,  conformably  to  the  intention 
of  the  Senate  and  principal  perfons.  The  Prince  in 
gratitude  for  that  fer^ice,  fupplied  him  abundanUy 
with  provifions  and  cloathing,  of  which  his  army  was 
in  extrenie  want,  for  covering  themfelves  againfl:  the 
infupportable  cold  they  were  to  feel  on  the  Alps. 

The  grcateft  fervice  which  Hannibal  received  from, 
the  prince  which  he  had  juft  placed  upon  the  throne, 
was  his  pofting  his  troops  in  the  rear  of  the  Cartha;- 
ginians,  who  were  in  fome  diilrufl  and  fear  of  the 
Allbbroges,  and  his  efcorting  them  to  the  place  where 
they  were  to  enter  the  Alps. 

After  marching  about  eight  hundred  ftadia  (forty 
leagues)  in  ten  days,  they  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the 
Alps.  The  fight  of  thofe  mountains,  which  feemed 
to  touch  the  fky,  and  were  covered  all  over  with 
fnow,  whtre  nothing  was  to  be  feen  but  a  few  wretch- 
ed cottages,  difperfed  here  and  there,  and  fituated 
upon  the  tops  of  inacceffible  rocks,  but  lean  cattle 
ftarved  with  cold,  men  with  long  uncouth  hair  and 
beards,  and  of  a  fierce  and  favage  afpeft ;  thefe  ob- 
je6fe  revived  the  thoughts  they  had  conceived  of  them 
before,  and  (truck  the  foldiers  with  dread. 

As  long  as  Hannibal  had  continued  in  the   fiat  Po^y^-  >"- 
country,  the  Allobroges   had  not  diflrurbed  him  inxiJTwti!* 
his  march,  whether  becaufc  they  feared  the  Cartha-  3i~37* 
^nian  cavalry,  or  that  the  troops  of  the  King  of  the 
Gauls  kept  them  in  awe.     But  when  that  efcort  re- 
tired, and  Hannibal  began  to  enter  into  the  defiles 
of  the  mounuins,  the  Allobroges  ran  in  great  num- 
bers to  feize  the  eminences,   that  commanded  the 
places  through  which  his  army  mufl:  neceflarily  pafs. 
The  troops  were  extremely  alarmed,  when  they  per- 
ceived thofe  mountaineers  perched  upon  the  ridges  of 
their  rocks.     Had  they  known  how  to  improve  their 
advantage,  and  keep  their  pofi:s,  which  was  very  eafy 
to  have  done,  all  had  been  over  with  the  whole  army, 
which  might  havi  been  entirely  deilroyed  in  thofe 
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A.R.5i4«  mountains.  Hanmbal  ft<^ped)  made  his  troops  hah^ 
^l'^^'  and  as  there  was  no  other  paflage  that  way,  he  in^ 
camped  as  well  as  he  could  in  the  midft  of  a  diooiand 
precipices,  and  fent  fome  of  his  Gaulifli  guides  to 
view  the  difpofition  of  the  enemy.  By  their  means 
he  kamt)  that  the  defile  where  he  was  flopped,  was 
guarded  only  in  the  day-time  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
at  night  retired  to  dieir  feveral  cottages.  This  infor-^ 
matioA  faved  the  army. 

Hannibal,  eatly  in  the  morning,  advanced  towards 
thofe  fummits,  making  a  feint  as  if  he  intended  to  go 
over  them  in  the  day,  and  in  the  view  of  the  Barba- 
rians.   But  the  foldiers,  overwhelmed  with  an  hail 
of  flints  and  great  flones,  flipped  fliort,  as  they  had 
received  orders.    Hannibal,  aner  having  pafled  the 
-whole  day  in  fruitkfi  attempts,  but  whi<m  he  defign- 
tdly  repeated  to  deceive  the  enemy,  incamped  in  tbc 
fiuM  place,  and  intrenched  himfelf.     As  foon  as  he 
was  certain  that   the  mountaineers  had  abandoned 
that  eminence,  he  cauled  a  great  number  of  fires  to 
be  kindkd,  as  if  he  intended  to  flay  where  he  was 
with  his  whole  army.    But  leaving  his  b^gage,  with 
the  cavalry  and  the  greateft  part  of  his  inJrantry  there, 
he  fet  out  at  the  hoid  of  his  braveft  troops,  paflfed 
'  the  defile  with  them,  and  feized  the  fame  fummits^ 
which  the  Barbarians  had  juft  quitted.     At  the  break 
of  day  the  grofs  of  the  Carthaginian  army  decamped, 
and  fwepared  to  advance.    The  enemy,  at  the  ufual 
iignal,  had  already  quitted  their  forts  in  order  to  re- 
fume  their  poffe  upon  the  rocks,  when  they  perceived 
part  of  the  Carthaginians  over  their  heads,  whilfl  the 
reft  were  upon  their  march :  but  they  did  not  lofe 
courage.     Accuftomed  to  rUn  over  thofe  rocks,  they 
came  down  upon  the  Carthaginians  on  their  march, 
and  harrafTed  them  on  all  fides.     The  Carthaginians 
had  the  enemy  to  fight,  and  the  difficulty  of  the 
places  where  they  could  fcarce  keep  on  their  legs,  to 
contend  with  at  the  fame  time.     But  the  greatefl  dif* 
order  was  occafioned  by  the  horfes  and  beafts  that 
carried  the  baggage,  that,  terrified  by  the  cries  and 
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howlings  of  the  Gauls,  which  the  moimtains  re-echoed  A.  R.  534. 
in  an  horrible  manner,  fell  back  on  the  foldiers,  and  ^^^%^ 
beat  them  down  along  with  them  into  the  precipices 
on  the  fide  of  the  way. 

Hannibal  had  hitherto  been  only  a  fpcftator  of 
what  paired,  for  fear  of  augmenting  the  confufion, 
by  endeavouring  to  remedy  it.  But  now  feeing  him- 
fclf  in  danger  of  lofing  his  baggage,  which  would  be 
attended  with  the  ruin  of  the  whole  army,  he  came 
(kMm  ftom  the  eminence,  and  put  the  enemy  to  flight : 
after  which,  quiet  and  order  being  reinftatcd  amongft 
the  Carthaginians^  he  coiitiniied  his  march  without 
trouble  and  danger,  and  arrived  at  a  fort,  which  was 
the  OBoft  important  place  of  the  country.  He  made 
himfelf  matter  of  it,  as  well  as  of  all  the  neighbour- 
ing  towns,  in  which  he  found  great  quantities  of  corn 
and  abundance  tf  cattle,  that  ferved  to  fubfift  his 
army  during  three  days. 

After  a  march  quiet  enough,  he  had  a  new  danger 
to  experience.  The  Gauls  pretending  to  have  been 
tayght  by  the  example  of  their  neighbours,  wh6  'had 
fufl^rcd  for  having  undertaken  to  oppofc  the  march 
of  the  army,  came  to  compliment  Hannibal,  brought 
him  provisions,  oflFered  to  be  his  guides,  and  left 
hoftages  with  hin«for  their  fidelity.  Hannibal,  with- 
out relying  much  upon  their  promifes,  would  not  dif^ 
guft  them  however,  left  they  ftiouW  declare  themfelveS 
openly  againil  him.  He  gave  them  an  obliging  an- 
fwer,  and  having  accepted  of  their  hoftages  and  the 
provifions,  which  thcmfclves  had  caufed  to  be  brought 
into  the  way,  he  followed  their  guides,  not  confiding 
however  entirely  in  them,  but  always  upon  his  guard^ 
and  with  abundance  of  circumfpeftion  and  fccret  dif* 
fidence.  When  they  came  into  a  much  narrower 
way,  commanded  on  one  fide  by  an  high  mountain,  the 
Barbarians  quitted  an  ambufcade  on  a'fudden,  at- 
tacked the  Carthaginians  in  front  and  rear  -,  pouring 
a  ftiower  of  darts  upon  tliem  both  near  and  from  feme 
diftance,  and  rolling  down  ftones  of  enormous  mag- 
nitude upon  them  from  the  eminences.     The  rear  was 
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A^R.  534.  charged  with  grater  vigour  than  the  leftv  ai^  by  a 
Aat.c*  greater  number  of  the  enemy.     This  valley  had  un- 
•'*•    doubtedly  been  the  tomb  of  the  whole  army,  if  the 
Cartha^nlan  General  had  not  taken  care  from  the 
beginnmg,  bv  way  of  precaution  aeainft  treachery, 
to  poft  the  baggage  with  the  cavsury  in  the  front, 
and  the  heavy-armed  foot  in  the  rear.    That  infantry 
fuftained  the  enemy's  charge,  without  which  the  I06 
had  been  much  greater  *,  as  Hannibal,  notwichftand- 
ing  all  his  precautions,  was  upon  the  point  of  being 
entirely  defeated.    For  whilil  he  was  in  fufpence,  whe- 
ther he  &ould  make  his  army  advance  in  thefe  nar- 
row ways,  becaule  he  had  left  his  infantry  no  rein- 
forcement to  cover  their  rear,  as  himfelf  did  that  of 
the  cavalry;  the  Barbarians  took  the  advantage  of 
that  moment  of  uncertainty,  to  charge  the  Caruiagi* 
nians  in  flank  ;  and  having  feparated  the  rear  from 
the  front  of  the  army,  they  feized  the  fpace  between 
both,  fo  that  Hannibal  pailed  the  night  feparately 
from  his  horfe  and  baggage. 

The  next  day  the  mountaineers  renewed  the  charge, 
but  with  much  lefs  vigour  than  the  day  before ;  fo 
that  the  Carthaginians  joined  wain,  and  palled  this 
defile,  where  they  loft  more  of  their  carriage  beafts 
than  ibldiers.  From  thenceforth  «he  Barbarians  ap 
peared  only  in  fmall  bodies,  more  like  robbers  than 
real  enemies,  fbmetimes  on  the  rear,  fometimes  in  the 
front,  according  as  the  place  favoured  them,  or  the 
Carthaginians  themfelves  gave  them  opportunities  of 
furprizing  them,  by  advancing  too  far  in  the  front, 
or  keeping  too  much  behind  the  rear,  of  the  army. 
The  elephants  which  were  placed  in  the  advanced 
guard,  crofled  thefe  rugged  and  fteep  mountains  very 
IJowly.  But  on  the  other  fide,  wherever  they  ap- 
peared, they  covered  the  army  from  the  infults  of  the 
Barbarians,  that  did  not  dare  to  approach  thoie 
animals,  whofe  figure  and  magnitude  were  new  to 
them. 

After  a  march  of  nme  days,  Hannibal  arrived  at  laft 
upon  the  top  of  the  mountains.    He  continued  thers 
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two  days,  as  well  to  reft  thofe  who  had  got  thither  A- R.  534- 
happily,  as  to  give  others  time  to  join  the  main  body.  ^^ Jjf ' 
During  this  halt,  the  troops  were  agreeably  furprized 
to  Ice  moft  of  the  horfes  and  carriage-beafts  appear 
which  had  tired  upon  the  route,  and  had  followed  the 
tnck  of  the  army. 

It  was  then  about  the  end  of  Odtober,  and  abun- 
dance of  fnow  had  newly  fallen,  which  covered  all  the 
ways,  and  very  much  troubled  and  difcouraged  the 
troops.  Hannibal  perceived  it ;  and  flopping  upon 
an  eminence,  from  whence  all  Italy  might  be  fcen,  he 
fliewed  them  the  fertile  ♦  countries  watered  by  the  Po, 
"wHiere  they,  were  almoft  arrived,  adding,  "  that  they 
had  now  only  a  flight  effort  to  make.  He  reprc- 
fented  to  them,  that  a  battle  or  two  was  now  upon 
the  point  of  putting  a  glorious  period  to  their  la- 
.  bours,  and  of  inriching  them  for  ever,  by  making 
them  matters  of  the  capital  of  the  Roman  dominions." 
This  difcourfe,  full  of  luch  grateful  hopes,  and  fuf- 
.tained  by  the  fight  of  Italy,  reftored  joy  and  vigour 
to  the  dejefted  army.  They  continued  their  march 
in  this  difpofition.  But  the  way  was  not  the  more  eafy 
in  cffeft  of  it:  on  the  contrary,  as  it  was  down-hill, 
the  difficulty  and  danger  increafed  j  and  the  more, 
becaufe  on  the  fide  next  Italy  the  declivity  of  the 
Alps  is  much  greater  and  more  fteepy.  Accordingly 
they  fcarce  found  any  but  broken,  direft,  flippery 
ways ;  fo  that  the  foldiers  could  not  keep  their  feet  in 
walking,  nor  ftop  themfelves  when  they  made  a  wrong 
ftep,  but  fell  againft  and  threw  down  one  ano- 
ther. 

They  arrived  kt  a  place  more  difficult  than  any  they 
had  yet  pafled.  The  foldiers,  though  without  arms 
or  baggage,  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  down 
by  feeling  for,  and  laying  hold  of,  the  bufhes  and 
brambles  that  grew  ther^,  with  their  feet  and  hands. 
The  pkce  was  extremely  fteep  of  itfelf,  but  was  be- 
come more  fo  by  a  late  falling  in  of  the  earth,  in  qf- 

♦  of  Piedmont; 
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A.R.sufcft  of  which  there  was  an  abyfs  oppofite  to  them  of 
^Tit?'  above  a  thoufand  feet  in  depth.  The  cavalry  ftopt 
Ihort  here,  Hannibal  furprized  at  that  ftand,  ran 
thither,  and  faw  that  it  was  adtually  impoDiblc  to  go 
on.  He  had  thoughts  of  taking  a  long  compafs  j  but 
that  was  found  to  be  equally  impradtkable.  As  fome 
days  bcfof e  new  fnow  of  no  great  depth  had  fallen 
upon  the  old^  the  feet  entering  it  fupported  thcm- 
fclves  with  eafe.  But  when  this  new  fnow  was  melted 
by  the  pafling  of  the  fifft  troops  and  carriage  bcafts, 
the  reft  marched  only  upon  ice,  where  every  thing 
was  flippery  •,  where  thefe  was  no  hold  for  the  feet ; 
and  where  in  cafe  of  the  leaft  falfe  ftep,  in  which  the 
hands  and  knees  might  be  ncceflary  for  recovering  the 
legs,  there  wa$  no  longer  cither  branches  or  roots  to 
lay  hold  of.  Befides  this  inconvenience,  the  horfcs 
ftriking  the  ice  hard  in  order  to  keep  footing  upon  it, 
plunged  their  feet  into  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
could  not  draw  them  out,  and  continued  there  as  if 
catched  ill  a  gin.  It  was  therefore  proper  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  fome  other  expedient. 

Hannibal  chofe  to  make  his  army  incamp,  and 
reft  itfelf  for  fome  time  upon  the  fummit  of  this  hill, 
which  was  broad  enough,  after  the  ground  was  cleared, 
and  all  the  fnow,  both  new  and  old,  that  covered 
it,  removed,  which  coft  infinite  pains.  A  way 
was  afterwards  cut  by.  his  order  through  the  folid 
rock,  and  that  work  carried  on  with  amazing  ardour 
and  conftancy.  To  open  and  enlarge  this  way,  all 
the  trees  round  about  were  cut  down ;  and  as  faft 
as  that  was  done,  the  wood  was  difpofed  round  the 
rock,  after  which  it  was  fet  on  fire.  Happily  the 
wind  was  very  high,  which  j[bon  kindled  a  vaft  flame, 
fo  that  the  rock  itfelf  became  as  red  as  the  fire  around 
it.  Hannibal  then,  if  we  may  believe  Livy,  (for  Po- 
lybius  does  not  fay  a  word  of  this  circumftance)  caufed 
•  vinegar  to  be   poured  upon  it,    which  infmuating 

•  Many  rcjeft  this  fa£^  as  fuppofed  and  impoflible.  Pliny  however 
obferves  upon  the  force  of  vinegar  in  breaking  f tones  and  rocks, 
"  Saxa  nimpit  infufum,  quae  non  ruperit  ignis  antccedens,'*  I.  xxiii. 
c.  I.    For  which  reafon  he  calls  viiiegar  ;  «*  Succus  rcrum  domitor,'* 
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itfelf  into  the  clefts  of  the  rock,  fplit  by  the  force  ^J^-  534% 
of  the  fire,  calcined  and  foftened  it.  In  this  man-  1%/ 
oer  taking  a  compafs  fo  as  to  abridge  the  declivity,  a 
way  was  cut  along  the  rock  that  afforded  an  eafy 
paflage  for  the  troops,  baggage,  and  even  elephants. 
Four  days  were  employed  in  this  work.  The  car- 
riage-beafts  died  of  hunger ;  for  there  was  nothing 
tofubfift  them  on  mounfains  entirely  covered  with 
fiiow.  They  at  length  arrived  at  cultivated,  fertile 
places,  which  fupplied  the  horfes  abundantly  with 
forage,  and  the  men  with  all  kinds  of  nourifhment. 

In  this  manner  Hannibal  arrived  in  Italy,  after 
having  employed  fifteen  days  in  paffing  the  Alps,  and 
five  months  in  this  whole  march  from  Carthagena,  till 
the  army  quitted  thefe  mountains.  It  was  then  much 
inferior  in  number  to  what  it  was  when  he  fet  out 
from  Spain,  where  we  have  fcen  that  it  amounted  to 
nedr  fixty  thoufand  men.  It  had  already  fuftained 
great  lofies  upon  the  march,  eithek*  in  the  battles  it 
had  been  obliged  to  fight,  or  in  paffing  rivers.  On 
its  quitting  the  banks  of  the  Rhone  it  was  ftill  thirty 
thoufand  toot,  and  eight  thoufand  horfe.  The  paffing 
of  the  Alps  diminifhed  it  almofl:  one  half.  Hannibal 
had  only  twenty  thoufand  foot  left,  (of  which  twelve 
thoufand  were  Africans,  and  eight  thoufand  Spani"- 
ards)  and  fix  thoufand  horfe.  Himfelf  had  caufed 
this  to  be  engraven  upon  a  column  near  the  Lacinian 
promontory. 

Thofe  who  are  ever  fo  little  accuftomed  to  read 
hiftory  with  reflexion^  cannot  but  admire  fo  great,  fo 
noble,  and  fo  bold  a  defign,  as  this  of  Hannibal,  who 
undertakes  to  crofs  four  hundred  leagues  of  country, 
to  pals  the  Pyreneans,  the  Rhone,  and  the  Alps,  In 
order  to  attack  the  Romans  in  the  very  centre  of  their 
empire,  without  being  ftopt  by  the  innumerable  difi- 
fidulties  with  which  fuch  a  defign  muft  inevitably  be 

1.  xxxiii.  c.  1.  Dio,  (peaking  of  the  fiegc  of  Elcuthera,  fays,  that  its 
walls  were  made  to  fall  iown  by  the  force  of  vinegar,  I.  xxxvi.  p.  8. 
The  difficulty  of  finding  a  fuflicicnt  quantity  ot  vinegar  on  thefe 
mountains  for  fuch  an  operation,  is  probably  what  makes  it  doubtful. 
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A.  R.5H- attended.  But  when  wc  confider  all  the  dangers  to 
^^^f'  which  he  expofed  himfcif  and  his  army,  efpecially  in 
.pafling  the  Alps,  where  he  loft  more  than  half  of  it, 
one  might  be  tempted  to  tax  his  condu6t  with  impru- 
dence and  even  temerity ;  efpecially  if  we  fuppofe, 
that  he  engaged  in  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize  as  this, 
without  having  forefeen  all  its  confequences,  and  with- 
out being  informed  of  the  difpofition  of  die  nations, 
4ind  the  nature  of  the  places,  through  which  he  was 
.to  pafs.  He  would  no  doubt  be  inexcufabje,  had  he 
afted  in  this  manner :  but  in  this  refpeft  he  ha3  a 
Poiyb.  iii.  good  apologift,  in  the  pcrfon  of  Polybius.  Hannibal, 
titu  fays  that .  Hiftorian,  condu6ted  this  great  affair  with 
abundance  of  prudence.  He  had  informed  himfelf 
cxadly  in  the  nature  and  fituation  of  the  places,  to 
which  he  propofed  to  go.  He  knew,  that  the  nations, 
.through  which  he  was  to  pafs,  waited  only  an  occafioD 
to  revolt  againft  the  Romans.  And  laftly,  by  way  of 
precaution  againft  the  difficulty  of  the  ways,  he  took 
the  people  of  the  country  for  his  guides,  who  offered 
themfclves  the  more  willingly  for  that  fervice,  and 
might  be  confided  in  with  the  greater  fecurity,-  as  they 
)iad  the  fame  hopes  and  interefts.  Befides  which,  the 
way;5  over  the  Alps  were  not  fo  impracticable,  as  they 
might  be  iniagined.  Before  .Hannibal  approached 
them,  the  Gauls  bordering  upon  the.  Rhone  had  paf^ 
fed  thofe  momitains  more  than  once  5  as  they  had  very 
recently  to  join  the  Gauls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Po  againft  the  Romans.  And  farther,  the  Alps  them- 
fclves are  inhabited  by  a  very  numerous  people,  where 
•an.  army,  in  confequence,  may  find  proiolions  and 
forage.  1  qui  fpeak  with  certainty  of  all  thefe  things, 
fays  Polybius  at  the  end  of  this  reflexion,  becaufe  I 
have  informed  myfelf  concernmg  them  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  cotemporaries ;  and  as  to  what  reeardi 
pljues,  I  know  them  of  .myfelf,  having  yiiited'the 
Alps,  and  confidered  them  attentively,  in  order  to 
Jiave  an  exadt  knowledge  of  them* 
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SECT.    III. 

BaMibal  takes  Taurinum  {Tmrn.)  Battle  of  the  ca-^ 
.  valry  near  the  TicinuSy  in  which  P.  Scipio  is  defeated. 
The  Gauls  come  in  crowds  to  join  HannibaL  Scipio 
retiresy.  pajfes  the  Trebia^  and  intrenches  himfelf  near 
that  river.  ASlions  that  pafs  in  Sicily.  Naval  bat tle^ 
in  which  the  Carthaginians  are  defeated.  Sempronius 
is  recalled  from  Sicily  into  Italy^  to^ aid  his  colUgue. 
Notwithfianding  the  remonftrances  of  P.  Scipio^  h& 
fights  a  battle  near  Trebia^  and  is  defeated^  Succefs- 
ful  expeditions  of  Cn.  Scipio  in  Spain.  Hannibal 
attempts  to  pafs  the  Apperniirus.  Second  battle  be^ 
tween  Sempronius  and  Hannibal,  ^e  Conful  Servi^ 
Uusfets  out  for  Rimini.  The  feaft  of  the  Saturnalia 
revived.  Hannibal  difmijfes  the  prifoners  taken  from 
the  allies  of  Rome  without  ranfom.  His  firatagem  ta 
prevent  attempts  upon  his  life.  He  paffey  4he  marjh 
of  Clujium^  where  he  lofes  an  eye.  He  advances  to- 
wards the  enemy^  and  ravages  the  whole  country  to 
draw  the  Conful  to  a  battle.  Flaminius,  contrary  to 
the -advice  of  the  council  of  war,  and,  bad  vmens^  en- 
gages* Famous  battle  of  the  lake  of  Thrafymenus. 
Cofitraft  between  Flaminius  and  Hannibal.  Bad  choice 
if  the  People  theoccafton  of  the  defeat.  General  af'^ 
fiinim  which  it  caufes  at  Rome. 

XJANNIBAL's  firft  care,  an  quittii^  the  Alps,  A.R.534M 
•*^  was  to  give  his  troops  fbme  reft,  ot  which  they  Ant.  c. 
were  in  extreme  need.     When  he  faw  them  in  a  good  poiyb.  ni. 
condition,  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Turin  (Tau- »}». 
rini)  having  refufed  to  make  an  alliance  with  him,  he  fl\*'  ^*^ 
incamped  before  their  principal  city,  which  he  took 
in  three  days,  and  put  all  who  had  oppofed  him  to 
the  fword.     This  expedition  ocCafioncd  fo  great  a  con- 
fternation  amongft  the  Barbarians,  that  they  all  came 
of  themfelves  to  fubmit  to  the  vifton     The  reft  of 
the  Gauls  would  have  done  the  fame,  as  they  were 
A  a  3  highly 
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A.  R.  554'  highly  difpofcd  by  inclination,  and  as  they  had  caufcd 
'^[g^  Hannibal  to  be  aflured,  if  the  fear  of  the  Roman  ar- 
my, which  approached,  hid  not  reftrained  them, 
Hannibal  judged  then,  that  he  had  no  time  to  lofc» 
that  it  was  neceffary  to  advance  into  the  country,  and 
to  venture  ibnie  exploit,  that  might  eftablill^  a  con- 
fidence in  him  amongft  the  people,  who  were  defirous 
to  cleciare  for  him.  * 

Polyb.iii.      The  Romans,  in  the  beginning  of  the  campaign, 
Livlcxi  *^^^  expefted  nothing  lefs  than  to  be  obliged  to  fuftain 
^<)-l^y,  *   the  war  in  Italy.     The  extraordinary  rapidity  of  their 
App.  31^' enemy,  the  fucccfs  of  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize  as 
that  of  marching  through  fo  many  countries,  and  of 
pafling  the  Alps  with  an  army,  the  diligence  and  vi- 
vacity of  his  motions  immediately  after  his  arrival ; 
all  this  aftoniflied  Rome,  and  occafioned  great  alarm 
ther%.     Sempronius,  one  of  the  Confuls,  received  or- 
ders to  quit  Sicily,  and  come  to  the  aid  of  his  country. 
P.  Scipio,  the  other  Conful,  had  no  fooner  landed  at 
Pifa,  and  received  from  the  Proctors  Manlius  and 
Atilius  the  troops  under  their  command,  than  he  ad- 
vanced by  long  marches  towards  the  enemy,  pafled  the 
Po,  and  incamped  near  the  *  Ticinus. 

Here  the  two  armies  were  in  view  of  each  other. 
The  two  Generals  knew  little  of,  but  liad  already 
conceived  an  cfteem,  and  even  admiration,  for  each 
ether.  On  the  one  fide  the  name  of  Hannibal  had 
been  very  famous  from  before  the  taking  of  Sagun- 
tum  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  Carthaginian  judged  the 
jfrierit  of  Scipio,  from  the  choice  which  had  been 
made  of  his  perfori  to  command  the  Romans  againtf 
him.  What  ftill  mutually  increafed  this  high  opmion, 
was,*  that  Scipio  had  renounced  the  command  of  the 
army  in  Spain,  and  quitted  Gaul  to  oppofe  Hannibal 
in  Italy'j  and  that  Hannibal  had  been  fo  bold  as  to. 
form  the  defign  of  pafling  the  Alps,  and  fo  fortunate 
as  to  put  it  in  execution. 

♦  A  little  river  in  Lombr.rdy. 
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The  Qenerals  on  both  fides  thought  it  proper  to -^^^  ^^- S34- 
h^^figue  their  foldicrs,  l?efore  they  came  to  tlows.       ,,'j^^' 

**  Scipio,  ^ifjcr  having  reprefented  to  his  troops  the 
glory  of  their  country,  and  the  great  aftions.of  their 
forefathers,  told  them,  that  viftory  was  ii)  their  own 
h^nds,  as  they  had  to  d^^l  with  Carthaginians,  fo  ofr 
ten  defeated,  reduced  to  be  their  tributaries,  and  al- 
mofl:  their  flaves  long  ago.     That  Hannibal,  in  pafTing 
the  Alps,  had  loft  the  beft.part  of  his^army:.  That 
the  reft  were  cxhapfted  by  hunger,  cold,  fatigues  and  . 
mifcry  :  Th^t  it  would  fuffice  qnly  to  (hew  themfelves> 
in  order  to  put  troops  to  flight,  that  refembled  ghoft§ 
more  than. men,"     "  All  th^t  I  feaf,"  continued  he, 
*'  is  that  jHannibal  will  feem  to  have  been  conquered 
*'  by  the  Alps,  before  you  come  to  blows  wit;h  him. 
''  But  it  is  byt  juft  that  the  Gods,  who  have  been 
**  fijFlt  infulted,  (hould  alfo  begin  the  war  firft  with  a 
*'  peppie  and  a  leader  guilty  of  perjury  and  the  vioUr 
*^  tion  of  ^  treaties.     They  have  only  left  to  us,  us 
*'  who  have  been  injured  but  in  the  fecond  place,  the  . 
**  glory  of  giving  tliem  the   laft  blow.     Let  us  try, 
**  ^dded   he,  whether,  after  twenty  years,  the  earth 
**  on  a  fuddcn  has  brought  fprth  a  new  race  of  Car- 
**  thaginians,  or  whether  they  are  the  fame  we  defeated 
**  at  the  iflands  -Slgates,  and  in  fo  many  other  places. 
**  We  might  have  made  our  victorious  fleet  fail  for 
*'  Africa,  and,  without  much  pains,  have  deftroyed 
*'  Carthage  their  capital.     We  granted  them  peace, 
"  and   took  them  under  our  proteftion,  when  they 
"  were  highly  diftreffed  by  the  revolt  of  all  Africa. 
**  For  thefe  great  fervices  they  are  come  to  attack  our 
"  country  under  the  leading  of  a  young  madman, 
"  who  has  fworn  our  deft:ru6tion.     For /low  it  is  not 
*'  Sicily  and  Sardinia,  but  Italy,  that  is  in  quefl:ion. 
**  It  is  here  th^t  wp  are  to  make  our  utmoil  efforts, 
*:■  as  if  we  foiigbt  ynder  the  walls  of  Rome  themfelveis. » 
"  Let  each  of  ,you  imagine,  that  he  is  not  only  de-. 
*^  fending  hb  own  perfon,  but  his  wife  and  children. 
**  And    let    not    youjr    farnilies  only   engrofs   your 
**  thoughts  J  remember  that  the  Roman  Senate  an4 
A  a  4  «  Peo- 
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A^R.  534  "  People  have  their  eyes  fixed  upon  your  arms  ;  arid 
«  that  the  fortune  of  Rome,  and  her  whole  empire, 
"  depends  folely  upon  your  Vigorous  behaviour  and 
«  valour." 

Hannibal,  in  order  to  be  the  better  understood  by 
foldiers  of  a  grofs  apprehcnfion,  fpoke  to  their  eyes, 
before  he  addreffed  himfelf  to  their  ears,  and  did  not 
think  of  perfuading  them  by  reafons,  till  after  he  had 
prepared  them  by  objefts.     He  gave  arms  to  many 
of  the  mountaineers  he  had  taken,  made  them  fight 
two  and  two  in  the  fight  of  his  army ;  promifing  li- 
berty and  a  compleac  fuit  of  armour,   with  a  war- 
horfe,  to  fuch  of  them  as  came  off  viftorious.     *'  The 
joy  with  which  thofe  Barbarians  ran  to  fight  on  fuch 
motives,  gave  Hannibal  occafibn,  from  what  had  juft 
pafled  before  their  eyes,  to  give  his  troops  a  more 
lively  image  of  their  prefent  fituation,  which  leaving 
them  no  means  of  going  back,  laid  them  under  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  conquering  or  dying,  in  order  to 
avoid  the   infinite  miferies  prepared  for  thofe,   who 
fliould  be  abjeft  enough  to  give  way  before  the  Ro- 
mans.    He  fet  before  their  eyes  the  greatnefs  of  re- 
wards,   the  conqueft   of   all   Italy,   the  plunder  of 
Rome,  that  rich  and  opulent  city,  illuftrious  viftory, 
immortal  glory.     He  depreciated  the  Roman  power, 
of  which  the  vain  glare  ought  not  to  dazzle  warriors 
like  them,  come  from  the  pillars  of  Hercules  into  the 
very  heart  of  Italy,  through  the  molt  fierce  and  fa- 
vage  nations.     As  to  what  regarded  him  perfonally, 
he  would  not  defcend  to  compare  himfelf  with  a  Ge- 
neral of  fix  months  ftanding  •,  (fo  he  defined  Scipio) 
him,  who  was   almoft  born,    at  kaft  nurtured  and 
brought  up  in  the  tent  of  his  father  Amilcar  ;  him, 
who  was  the  conqueror  of  Spain,  of  Gaul,  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Alps,  and  what  is  ftill  much  more, 
of  the  Alps  themfelves.    He  excited  their  indignation 
againft  the   infolence  of  the  Romkns,  who  hid  pre- 
fumed  to  demand,  that  himfdf  and  the  foldiers  who 
had  taken  Saguritum,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  them; 
and  he  animated  their  jealoufy  againft  the  infuppCMt- 
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able  pride  of  thofe  imperious  mafters,  who  believed  ^-  svh 
that  every  thing  was  to  obey  them,  and  that  they     ^l'^  ' 
had  a  right  to  impoie  laws  upon  the  whole  earth/' 

After  thefe  difcourfes  lx)th  fides  prepared  for  a 
battle.  Scipio  having  laid  a  bridge  over  the  Ticinus, 
pafled  that  river  with  his  troops*  Two  bad  omens  had 
ipread  trouble  and  alarm  throughout  his  army.  To 
avert  their  effeAs,  he  made  the  ufual  facrifices.  The 
Carthaginians  were  full  of  ardour.  Hannibal  made 
them  new  promifes,  and  crufliing  the  head  of  a  lamb: 
he  wasfacrificing  to  pieces,  he  prayed  Jupiter  to  crufh 
his  own  in  the  fame  manner,  if  he  did  not  give  his 
foldiers  the  rewartis  he  had  juft  promifed  them. 

There  is  reafon  to  fay,  that  in  war  every  thing  de- 
pends upon  the  beginaings,  and  that  it  is  a  good 
omen  for  a  General  to  open  the  campaign  with  a  vie- . 
tory.  Hannibal  had  great  occafion  to  oegin  well,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  opinion  people  might  conceive 
of  his  having  undertaken  things  above  his  ability*  He 
relied  much  upon  the  valour  of  his  cavalry,  and  th« 
vigour  of  his  horfes,  which  were  all  Spaniih. 

The  two  Generals  fet  out  with  all  their  horfe,  and 
with  the  fame  defiga  of  taking  a  view  of  each  other^ 
and  met  in  a  great  plain  on  this  fide  of  the  Ticinus*  ^ 
Scipio  drew  up  his  troops  in  one  line,  with  the  Roman 
cavalry  on  the  wings,  and  the  Gallick  allies  in  the 
centre,  which  were  ftrengthened  by  light-armed  troops. 
Hannibal  regulated  himfclf  by  this  difpofition.  The 
Numidian  horfe  were  excellent.  His  cavalry  bridled 
and  equipped,  were  equal  in  front  to  that  of  the  Ro- 
mans. As  to  the  •  Numidian  horfe,  he  threw  them 
into  the  wings,  and  marched  in  that  order  againft  the 
enemy. 

The  Generals  and  the  cavalry  defiring  only  to  en- 
gage, the  charge  began.  At  firft  Scipio*s  light-armed 
foldiers  had  no  fooner  difcharged  their  firft  darte,  than 
terrified  by  the  Carthaginian  cavalry,  which  came  on 
upon  them,  and  fearing  to  be  trod  under  foot  by  the 

f  The  Numidian  horfe  ufed  neither  bridle  nor  fcddlc. 
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•^•5S4*horfcs,  they  gave  way,  and  fled  through  the  intenrab 
%lk.!  between  the  fquadrons.  The  battle  was  fuftained  a 
great  while  with  equal  vigour.  Many  foldiers  dif» 
mounted  on  both  fides,  fo  that  the  adion  became  of 
fpot  as  well  as  of  horfe*  During  this  time  the  N.unu- 
dians,  that  extended  beyond  the  Roman  cavalry  in 
front,  wheeled  about  upon  th^  wings ;  and  whilft  part 
of  them  charged  in  flank,  the  reft  cut  to  piece3  what 
remained  of  the  light-armed  troops,  that  had  retired 
behind  the  wings,  and  afterwards  attacked  the  horfe 
in  the  rean  The  Romans  being  furrounded  on  both 
fides,  the  diTorder  became  general.  Scipio  was  wpund^ 
cd  in  this  battle,  and  rendered  incapable  of  afbion. 
He  was  brought  ofi^  from  the  enemy  by  the  valour 
of  his  Ion,  who  was  then  but  feventeen  years  of  age, 
and  was  making  his:  firil  campaign.  That  young 
Hero  diftinguifhed  himfelf  glorioufly  here  by  an  ac- 
tion of  valour,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  filial  piety,  in 
faving  bis  father's  life.  This  was  the  great  Scipio, 
who  afterwards  acquired  the  name  of  A^^icanus,  by 
terminating  this  war  fuccefsfuUy, 

The  Conful,  dangeroufly  wounded,  retired  in  good 
order,  and  was  carried  into  his  camp  by  a  large  body 
of  the  horfe,  who  covered  him  with  their  arms  and 
bodies  :  the  reft  of  the  troops  followed  hin)  thither, 
He  quitted  it  foon  after,  having  ordered  his  foldiers 
to  pack  up  their  baggage  fecretly,  decamped  from 
the  Ticinus,  moved  on  expeditiouQy  to  the  banks  of 
the  Po,  and  made  his  troops  pafs  that  river  with  a- 
.  bundance  of  tranquillity.  They  arrived  atPlacentia, 
before  Hannibal  knew  that  they  were  decamped  from 
'  near  the  Ticinus.  He  immediately  fet  out  %o  purfue 
#iem,  but  found  the  bridge  broke  down.  He  took 
only  fix  hundred  men  prifoncrs,  who  were  ftill  on  this 
fide  of  the  river,  and  had  not  made  hafte  enough  to 
pafs  over  to  the  other.  Thefe  had  been  left  to  guard 
the  fort  built  at  the  head  of  the  bridge. 

Such  was  the  firft  battle  between  the  Romans  and 
Carthaginians,  which,  properly  fpeaking,  was  only  a 
fencounter  of  the  cavalry,  and  not  a  battle  in  form. 

The 
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The  fuperiority  of  the  Carthaginian  cavalry  was  ma-  A.R.  534. 
nifeft  in  it ;  and  from  thenceforth  the  principal  force      ^'g^  * 
of  their  army  was  judged  to  confift  in  it ;  for  which 
reaibii  the  Romar\s  ought  to  have  avoided  large  and 
open  plains,  fuch  as  are  thofe  between  the  Alps   and 
the  Pa 

Immediately  after  the  battle  of  Ticinus,  all  the  poiyb.  lii, 
neighbouring  Gauls,  in  emulation  of  each  other,  came^^o. 
in  and  furrendered  themfelves  to  Hannibal,  as  they^g]^*  *^- 
had  concerted  at  iirft,  fupplied  him  with  munitions, 
and  entered  themfelves  to  fcrve  in  his  troops.     And 
this^  as  Polybius  has  already  obferved,  was  the  prin- 
cipal reafon  that  induced  that  wife  and\  able  General, 
notwithftanding  the  fmall  number  and  fatigue  of  his 
troops,   to  hazard  an  a&ion,  which  was  become  his 
^bfolute  neceiTity,  as  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  re- 
turn back,  had  it  been  ever  fo  much  in  his  will :  be- 
cauie  only  a  victory  could  make  the  Gauls  declare  in 
his  favour,  whofe  aid  was  the  fole  refource  he  had  in 
the  prefent  conjundure.  , 

Hannibal  having  paiTed  the  Po  upon  a  bridge  of 
boats,  incamped  near  the  enemy.  The  following 
night,  about  two  thoufand  foot  and  two  hundred 
horfe  of  the  Gauls,  who  ferved  ^mongft  the  Romans: 
as  auxiliary  troops,  after  having  killed  the  guards  of 
the  gates  of  the  camp,  went  over  to  that  of  HannibaL 
That  General  received  them  with  many  profeflions  of 
amity,  and  having  promifed  them  great  rewards,  he 
fent  them  to  their  refpedive  homes,  recommending  it 
to  them  to  engage  their  countrymen  in  his  interefts. 

Scipio  confidered  this  defertion  of  the  Gauls  as  tlie 
fignal  of  a  general  revolt,  and  did  not  doubt,  that 
they  would  fly  to  arms  like  madmen,  after  having 
proceeded  to  ftich  an  excefs  of  perfidy.  For  this  rea- 
ibn^  notwithftanding  the  pain  which  his  wound  gave 
him,  he-  fet  out  fecrctly  towards  the  end  of  the  fol- 
lowing night,  and  having  advanced  towards  the  Trc- 
bia,  a  little  river  tiear  Placentia,  he  incamped  upon 
the  eminences,  where  it  was  not  eafy  for  the  horfe  to 
approach.    His  retreat  was  not  fo  fecret  as  from  the 
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A.R.534- Ticinus.  Hannibal  having  fent  after  him  fiift  the 
Axkt.c.  jjumidians,  and  afterwards  all  his  cavalry^  would 
have  infallibly  cut  off  hYs  rear-guard,  if  die  Nu- 
midians,  through  their  avidity  of  plunder,  had  not 
thrown  themfelves  into  ^c  camp,  which  th«  Romans 
had  juft  abandoned.  Whilft  they  were  fearchiog 
every  where  without  finding  iiny  thing  to  make  them 
amends  for  the  time  they  loft,  the  enemy  eicapcd  out 
of  their  hands.  And  accordingly  they  unmediately 
perceived  the  Romans  employed  in  intrenching  them- 
fclves  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  which  they  had 
time  enough  topafs;  and  all  their  advantage  was 
confined  to  killing  a  fmall  number  of  ftrag^ers,  whom 
they  found  Itill  on  the  fame  fide  with  them. 

Scipio  not  being  able  to  fupport  the  pain   which 
the  agitation  of  the  march  gavahim,  and  believing 
it  neceffary  to  wait  for  his  collegue,  whom  he  knew 
had  been  recalled  from  Sicily,  chofc  the  ground  by 
the  fide  of  the  river  where  lie  thought  he  might  con- 
tinye  with  moft  fafety,  and  intrenched  himieifi    Han* 
nibal  was  incampcd  oot  far  fronf  thence.    But,  if  his 
viftory  over  the  Romaa  cavalry  gave  him  joy,  the 
fcarcity  of  provifions,  which  augmented  every  day  in 
an  army  obliged  to  march  through  an  enemy's  coun- 
try, without  any  preparation  for  it  on  its  route,  gave 
him  no  kfs  difquiet.     This  reduced  him  to  fend  a 
pahy  to  *  Claftidium,  where  the  Romans  had  laid  up 
a  great  quantity  of  corn.    The  perfon  whom  he  had 
charged  with  this  expedition,  tried  at  firft  tjo  make 
himfelf  mafter  <^  that  place  by  force.    But  Dafius 
of  Brundufium,  who  commanded  in  it,  having  offered 
to  deliver  it  up  for  money,  he  accepted  that  .traitor's 
propofal ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  coft  Hannibal 
only  four  hundred  pieces  of  gold  for  what  fubfiftcd 
his  troops  during  the  whole  time  that  he  contimied  in 
the  neighbourhood  ofTrebia.    He  treated  the  gar- 
rifon,  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands  with  the 
place,  favourably,  in  order  to  acquire  the  reputadon 
of  a  general  of  great  clemency  in  the  beginning. 
*  A  finsdl  city  between  the  Po  and  the  Alps^ 
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Whilft  Hannibal  was  carrying  on  the  war  in  Italy  A.R.  534^ 
by  land,  the  Carthaginians  afted  by  fea  in  the  neigh-   ^J^^ 
bourhood  of  Sicily,   and  the  other  iflands  near  Italy.  LivVxidu 
Of  twenty  galleys  of  five  benches  of  oars,  which  the  49^5^ 
Carthaginians  had  put  to  fea  to  ravage  the  coafts  of 
Italy,  nine  got  to  the  ifland  of  Lipara,  and  eight  to 
the  Vulcanise.     The  three  others  were  carried  into  the 
ftraitby  a  contrary  wind.     King  Hiero,  who  was  by 
accident  then  at  MelTana,  where  he  expedted  the  Con- 
fill,  having  perceived  them,  fent  out  twelve  galleys, 
wluch  cook  them  without  difficulty,  and  brought  them 
into  the  port  of  that  city.    The  prifoners  taken  in 
thofe  Ibips  informed  him,  that  beiktes  the  fleet  of 
twenty  g^eys,  of  which  they  were  part,  there  were 
thirty-fivt  fhips  more  of  the  fame  kind,  which  were 
coming  to  Sicily,  in  order  to  foUicit  the  antient  allies 
jof  the  Carthaginians.     That  they  believed  this  fccond 
fleet  was  principally  defigned  to  take  the  city  of  Lily- 
baeam :  but  that  it  had  been  driven  to  the  iflands 
JSmtesby  the  fame  ftorm  as  had  difperfed  them. 

The  King  wrote  immediately  to  M.  iEmilius,  Prsetor 
of  Sicily,  to  give  him  this  advice,  and  to  apprize  him 
<if  the  arrival  of  the  enemy.  The  Prastor  immediately 
fent  Lieutenants  and  Tribunes  to  Lilybseum,  and  the 
neighbouring  cities,  with  orders  to  keep  the  foldiers 
in  Tcadinefs,  and  efpecially  to  take  care  of  Iwilybseum, 
in  which  the  provirK>ns  and  machines  neceflary  for  war 
were  laid  up.  At  the  fanietime  he  publiftied  a  decree, 
by  which  the  mariners-  and  foldiers,  who  were  to  ferve 
by  fea,  were  rcqumsd  to  prepare  provifiohs  for  ten  days, 
to  carry  them  on  board  their  ihips,  and  to  ifnbark  the 
flioment  the  fignal  fhould  be  given  for  that  purpofe. 
He  alio  recommended:  it  to  thofe,  who  guarded  the 
coafts,  to  redouble  their  vigilance,  and  to  give  notice 
of  the  arrival  of  the  enemy*s  fleet  as  foon  as  they  per- 
ceived it  at  fea;  In  coftfeqaence,  though  the  Cartha- 
ginians had  regulated  their  courfe  fo  as  to  arrive  at 
Lilybflftura  in  the  flight,  they  were  however  defcried 
at  a  confiderable  dift»ce,  -becaufe  the  mo6n  Ihone 
bright,  and  they  came- wkh  their  fails  flying.    The 
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A.  R.  5H*  fentinels  gave  their  fignal  that  inftant ;  the  city  took 

^^^f'  arms,  and  the  (hips  were  manned  immediately.     The 

fbldiers  were  divided,  fo  that  feme  fought  on  board 

the  galleys,  whilft  the  reft  defended  the  walls  and  gates 

of  the  city. 

The  Carth^nians,  on  their  fide,  ieeing  that  die 
enemy  were  upon  their  guard,  would  not  enter  the 
'  port  before  day.  They  pafled  the  reft  of  the  night  in 
furling  their  faUs,  and  preparing  their  {hips  for  battle. 
.As  foon  as  day  appeared  they  ftood  out  to  fea,  in  or- 
der to  have  room  enough  to  ad  themlelves,  and  to 
give  the  enemy  liberty  to  come  out  of  the  port.  The 
Romans  did  not  refufe  battle,  encouraged  by.  the  ad- 
vantage they  remembered  they  had  gained  oyer  the 
Carthaginjans  almoft  in  the  fame  place,  and  relying 
upon  the  number  and  valour  of  their  foldiers. 

When  the  two  fleets  were  out  at  fea,  the  Ronuns, 
full  of  ardor  and  confidence,  prepared  to  meafure  their 
force  with  that  of  the  Carthaginians.  The  latter,,  on 
the  contrary,  endeavoured  to  avoid  fighting  man  to 
man,  fubftituting  ftratagem  to  force,  becaufe  their 
hope  was  founded  folely  on  the  lightnefs  and  agility  of 
their  veffcls,  and  not  on  their  own  courage.  And  in- 
deed they  had  abundance  more  people  to  work  them, 
than  to  fight ;  and  on  boarding  them  there  appeared 
far  more  mariners  than  .foldiers.  This  difference  of 
troops  having  lefTened  their  boldnefe,  and  augmented 
that  of  the  Romans,  they  immediately  fled,  leaving 
feven  of  their  Ihips  at  the  mercy  of  the  enetny,  with 
feventeen  hundred  men,  as  well  mariners  as  foldiers, 
amongft  whom  were  dirce  Carthaginians  of  the  prin- 
cipal nobility.  The  Roman  fleet  retired  without  hav* 
ing  fuffered  any  thing,  except  one  galley,  which  had 
received  damage }  but  however  regauied  the  port  with 
the  reft. 

The  news  of  this  battle  had  not  yet  been  carried  to 
MefTana,  when  the  Conful  Sempronius  arrived  there. 
In  entering  the  port  he  found  King  Hiero,  who  was 
come  to  meet  him  with  a  fleet  well  equipped*  That 
Prince  having  quitted  hia  own  ftup  to  go  on  board 

diat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CORNELIUS,  SEMPRONIUS,  Confuk  367 

that- of  the  Conful,  expreflfed  his  joy  for  his.happy  A-R.  534» 
arrival  With  his  fleet  and  army,  wifhed  him  all  poffible  J^l^^ 
fuccels  in  Sicily,^  and  afterwards  acquainted  him  with 
the  condition  of  the  ifland,  and  the  enterprizc  of  the 
Carthaginians.  He  concluded  with  afluring  him, 
that  he  would  ferve  the  Romans  in  his  advanced  age . 
with  the  fame  zeal  and  courage,  as  he  had  given  them 
proofs  of  in  his  youth..  He  told  him,  that  he  would 
fupply  him  gratis  with  provifions  and  cloaths  for  the 
legions,  and  the  foldiers  and  mariners  that  ferved  on 
b^d  the  fleet :  That  the  enemy  intended  to  attack 
Lilyteum,  and  the  other  maridme  cities;  and  that 
there  was  reafon  to  fear  that  the .  love  of  novelty  would 
induce  a  great  number  of  SiciHans  to  fecond  them. 
The  Conful,  upon  this  advice,  believing  he  had  no 
time  to  lofe,  fet  out  for  Lilybaeum,  accompanied  by 
Hiero  and  his  fleet.  They  had  not  been  long  at  fea, 
when  they  were  informed  of  the  battle,  which  had 
been  fought  near  that  city,  and  the  defeat  of  the  Car- 
thaginians. 

When  they  arrived  at  LilybaeUm,  Hiero  took  leave 
of  the  Conful,  and  retired  with  his  fleet,  Sempro- 
nius  having  recommended  the  care  of  the  coaft  to  the 
Praetor,  whom  he  left  at  Lilybaeum,  fet  fail  for 
Malta,  where  the  Carthaginians  had  a  garrifon.  As 
foon  as  he  appeared,  Amilcar,  the  fon  of  Gifgo,  who 
commanded  in  the  ifland  with  about  two  thoiffand 
men  under  him,  were  delivered  up  to  him.  Some 
days  after  he  returned  to  Lilybasum,  and  himfelf  and 
the  Praetor  fold  all  the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  ex-r 
ccpt  the  perfons  of  diftinftion.  The  Conful,  feeing 
that  Sicilv  had  nothing  farther  to  fear  on  that  fide, 
went  to  the  *  iflands  Vulcaniae,  where  it  was  report- 
ed, that  the  Carthaginian  fleet  lay  in  the  road.  But 
he  did  not  find  any  of  the  enemy  :  they  were  fet  out 
from  thence,  in  order  to  plunder  the  coafts  of  Italy. 

The  Conful,  at  his  return  to  Sicily,  received  ad-  Polyb.  iii. 
vice  of  the  defcent  and  ravages  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  **^-     . 

*  North  of  Sicily.    '  5»" 
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A^.5H-  and  at  the  fame  time  letters  from  the  Senate,  ^hidi  in- 
^'^  *  formed  him  of  Hannibal's  arrival,  and  ordered  him 
to  return  diredly  to  the  aid  of  his  coUegue«  Diyided 
by  fo  many  different  cares,  his  firft  was  to  embaric 
his  army,  which  he  ordered  to  repair  to  Ariminum 
•  by  the  Upper,  or  Adriatic  fea.  He  fent  Sextus 
Pomponius  his  Lieutenant  with  twenty-feven  gafleys 
to  cover  Calabria,  and  all  the  maritime  coaft  of  Italy. 
He  left  the  Prastor  M.  iEmilius  a  compkte  fket  of 
fifty  ^kys.  As  for  himlelf,  after  having  put  Sicily 
into  a  condition  of  defence,  he  coafted  Italy  with  ixti 
ihips,  and  landed  at  Ariminum,  where  he  found  his 
army,  and  marched  with  it  to  join  his  collegue  near 
Tfcbia. 

In  conlequence  the  Confuls  were  joined  with  dSL 

the  troops  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  it  was  expeft* 

ed,  that  the  two  armies  would  foon  come  to  a  batde. 

Hannibal  had  approached  the  camp  of  the  Romans, 

from  which  he  was^  feparated  only  by  the  little  river. 

The  proximity  of  the  armies  occafioned  frequent  fkir- 

mifhes,  in  one  of  which  Sempronius,  at  the  head  of  a 

body  of  cavalry,  gained  an  inconfiderable  advantage 

over  a  party  of  the  Carthaginians  ;\but  one  that  much 

augmented  the  good  opinion  that  General  had  already 

conceived  of  his  own  merit. 

p  I  b  iii.     '^^^  flight  fuccefs  feemed  a  compleat  vi^ry  G> 

a^iL'ia;]  him.     He   boafted  with  much  felf-complaoencv  of 

Liv^xxi.  having  beat  the  enemy  in  the  firft  encounter,  in  a  land 

^pp-^V»7-  ^^  ^S^^  wherein  his  collegue  had  been  defeated^  and 

of  having  thereby  revived  the  languid  courage  of  the 

Romans.     Determined  to  come  to  a  decifive  adion 

as  foon  as  poflible,  he  thought  it  iieceffary,  for  dr 

fake  of  decency,  to  confult  ScijHO,  whom  he  found 

of  an  entirely  different  opinion.    *«  That  Conful  rc- 

prefcnted,  that  if  time  was  given  the  new  levies  to 

cxercifc  themfelves  during  the  winter,  they  would  be 

much  more  capable  of  fervice  the  next  campaign  ^ 

that  the  natural  levity  and  inconftancy  of  the  Gauls 

would  by  degrees  divide  them  from  Hannibal ;  that 

himfclf  was  not  entirely  well  of  his  wound  j  and  that 

•"  when 
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when  he  fhould  be  in  a  condition  to  a£k,  his  prefence  A.r.^h* 
might  b€  of  fomc  ufe  in  a  ^neral  affair :  and  he  con-  "^Jgf  * 
eluded  with  earncftly  defiring  him  to  go  no  farther." 

How  folid  foever  thefe  reafons  were,  Sempronius 
could  not  relifh  thern^  or  at  kaft  he  had  bo  regard  ix> 
them.     He  faw  (ixteen  thoufand  Romans,  and  twenty 
tboufand  allies  under  his  command^  without  includ- 
ing the  cavalry :  a  coniplelt  army  confifted  then  of 
that  number  of  troops,  when  tlie  two  Confuls  were  in 
the  field  together.    The  enemy's  army^  though  aug* 
roented  by  the  Gauls,  was  not  fa  oumerous^     The 
conjundture  feemed  to  him  entirely  favourable.    He 
iaid  openly,   ^^  that  both  officers  and  foldiers  defired 
a  battle,  except  his  coUegue,  whole  courage  being 
niore  weakened  by  his  wound  than  his  body,  could 
not  bear  to  hear  of  cpm'mg  to  blows.    But  was  it  juft^ 
that  every  body  ihould  grow  languid  with  him  ?  What 
more  did  he  expeft  i  Had  he  any  hopes,  that  a  third 
Conful  and  a  new  army  were  to  come  to  his  aid  ? 
What  a  ffrief,  faid  he^  would  it  be  to  our  anCeftors^ 
if  they  iaw  two  Confuls  at  the  head  of  two  great 
armies,  tremble  before  the  fame  Carthaginians,  whom 
they  in  times  paft  attacked  within  the  v6ry  walls  of 
Carthage  ?•* 

He  talked  in  the  fame  manner  both  amongil  tht 
foldiers,  and  even  in  the  tent  of  Scipio.  A  perfonal 
view  made  him  think  and  ipeak  in  this  manner.  The 
time  for  the  eleftion  of  new  Confula  which  approach- 
ed, made  him  fear,  that  a  fucceflbr  would  be  fent 
him^  before  he  could  come  to  blows  with  Hannibal  ) 
and  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  take  the.  ad  vantage  of 
his  collegue's  illnefs,  to  fecure  all  the  glory  of  the 
victory  to  himfclf.  As  he  did  not  confult  the  proper 
time  for  the  fervice,  fays  Polybius,  but  for  himfelf^ 
he  could  not  fail  of  taking  bad  meafures.  Accord* 
tngly  he  ordered  the  troops  to  hold  themfelves  in  rea- 
dinefs  for  a  battle^ 

This  was  all  Hannibal  defired ;  who  held  it  for  a 
maxim,  that  a  general  who  has  advanced  into  an 
enemy's  or  a  foreign  country,  and  has  formed  an  ex- 
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^5i4«traordinary  enterprizc,  has  no  other  refource,  than 
2lzf'  continually  to  keep  up  tly  hopes  of  his  allies  by  fome 
new  exploit.  Knowing  that  ne  had  to  do  only  with 
new  raifed  troops  of  no  experience,  he  was  defirous 
to  take  the  advantage  of  the  ardor  of  the  Gauls,  who 
demanded  to  fight,  and  of  Scipio's  abfence,  whom  hk 
wound  would  not  permit  to  be  prefent  in  the  battle. 
And  laftly,  he  faw  that  the  poft  he  occupied  was  the 
moft  advantageous  that  could  be  chofen  for  his  nu- 
merous cavalry  and  elephants,  in  which  the  principal 
force  of  his  army  confifted,  to  a£t  in.  Animated  by 
all  thefe  motives,  his  only  thought  was  to  lay  an  am- 
bufcade,  from  which  the  rafhnefs  of  Sempronius  pro- 
mifed  him  good  fuccefs. 

Between  the  two  armies  there  was  a  fpot,  which 
Hannibal  judged  proper  for  this  defign.  It  was  an 
open  plain  wherein  there  was  a  rivulet.  Its  banks  of 
fufficient  height,  were  befidcs  covered  with  buflies 
and  brambles,  and  near  it  were  hollows  of  depth 
enough  to  hide  even  cavalry.  He  knew,  that  an  am- 
bufcade  was  often  more  fure  in  a  flat  and  level  country, 
but  bufhy  as  this  was,  than  in  woods,  becaufe  lefs  fuf- 
pc6tcd.  He  ordered  Mago  his  brother  to  pott  him- 
felf  here  with  two  thoufand  horfe  and  foot.  He  made 
his  Numidian  cavalry  pafs  the  Trebia,  with  orders  to 
advance  at  day-break  to  the  very  gates  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  in  order  to  draw  them  on  to  a  battle ;  and  to 
repals  the  river  in  retiring,  to  induce  the  Romans  aUb 
to  pafs  it ;  and  to  enter  the  plain.  What  he  forefaw 
did  not  fail  to  happen.  The  hot-headed, Sempronius 
firft  fent  all  his  cavalry  againft  the  Numidians,  then 
fix  thoufand  light-armed  troops,  who  were  loon  foUow- 
Jti  by  all  the  reft  of  the  army.  The  Numidians  gave 
way  with  defign.  The  Romans  purfued  them  with 
ardor. 

That  day  there  was  a  very  cold  fog,  and  abundance 
of  fnow  fell.  As  the  Conful  had  made  the  men  and 
horfes  quit  the  camp  with  precipitation,  and  without 
either  having  taken  any  nourilhment,  or  given  them 
any  other  prefervative  againft  the  inconveniences  of 
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the  place  and  feafon,  they  were  benumbed  with  cold,  A.R.  53^ 
which  became  ftill  more  intenfe  in  proportion  as  they  -^»^- c* 
approached  the  river.  But  when  in  pgrfuing  the 
Numidians,  who  had  fled  exprefsly  to  draw  them  on, 
the  foot  had  enured  the  water  up  to  their  breads, 
which  the  rain  had  fwelled  extremely  the  night  before, 
their  limbs  were  chilled  and  penetrated  with  cold  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  fcarce  fupport  their 
arms  ;  befides  what  they  fuffered  by  hunger,  not 
having  ate  the  whole  day^  which  was  now  much  ad- 
vanced. 

This  was  not  the  cafe  with  Hannibal's  foldiers.. 
By  his  order  they  had  kindled  fires  before  their  tents,  . 
and  rubbed  all  their  limbs  with  oil,  which  was  dif- 
tributed  by  companies,  in  order  to  render  them  the 
more  fupple  :  they  had  alfo  refrefhed  themfelves  en- 
tirely at  their  eafe.  We  fee  here  the  advantage  of 
having  a  General  of  attention  and  forefight,  whofe 
vigilance  nothing  efcapes. 

As  foon  as  the  Romans  had  quitted  the  river,  Han- 
nibal, who  waited  that  moment,  made  his  troops  ad- 
vance. The  Conful,  feeing  that  the  enemy,  in  facing 
about,  treated  his  horfe  roughly,  had  cauled  a  retreat 
to  be  founded  and  recalled  them.  Both  fides  then 
prepared  for  battle.  The  two  Generals  drew  up  their 
armies  in  the  following  manner. 

Hannibal  poftcd  the  flingcrs  and  light- armed  troops 
in  the  front  line,  who  amounted  to  about  eight  thou- 
fand  men.  Behind  them  he  drew  up  his  infantry  in 
OTX  line,  to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand  men, 
Gauls,  Spaniards,  and  Africans.  He  divided  his  . 
cavalry  on  the  two  wings,  which,  including  the  Gauls, 
amounted  to  above  ten  thoufand  men  ;  and  ftrength- 
ened  thofe  two  wings  with  his  elephants,  part  of  which 
he  placed  before  the  right,  and  part  before  the  4cft. 

Sempronius  drew  up  his  foot,  confiding  of  fix  and 
thuty  uioufand  men,  in  three  lines,  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  Romans.  His  cavalry,  which  confided 
of  four  thoufand  men,  was  divided  on  the  two  wings. 
The  light-armed  troops  were  pofted  along  the  whole 
B  b  2  front. 
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A.R.5S4.front.      According  to  this  difpofition,  the  Romta 
Ant.  a  ^j^^y  muft  have  b^n  much  exceeded  in  front  by  that 
'*  '*    of  tnc  Carthaginians. 

When  they  advanced,  the  light^armed  troops  on 
both  fides  began  the  adion^  which  at  firft  was  no  lefi 
favourable  to  the  Carthaginians  than  difadvantageous 
€0  the  Romans.  On  the  fide  of  the  latter  were  fol* 
diers  who  had  fuffered  hunger  and  cold  from  early  in 
the  morning,  moft  of  whofe  darts  had  been  diichai^ged 
in  attacking  the  Numidians )  and  tbofe  that  remained 
were  fo  heavy  with  having  been  ibaked  in  the-watcr, 
that  they  could  be  of  no  uSt.  The  korie  and  the 
whole  army  were  in  no  better  condition  to  a6t.  There 
was  nothing  of  this  kind  on  the  fide  of  the  Carthagi-^ 
nians.  Frelh,  vigorous,  and  full  of  ardor,  nothing 
prevented  them  from  doing  their  duty. 

Accordingly,  aflbon  as  the  light-armed  troops  wcrp 
i«ctired  into  the  intervals  of  the  lines,  and  the  heavy* 
armed  infantry  were  engaged,  the  Carthaginian  horief 
which  far  exceeded  the  Roman  cavalry  in  number  and 
vigour,  fell  upon  the  latter  with  fuch  force  and  impe- 
tuofity,  that  they  broke  and  put  it  to  flight  in  a  mo- 
ment. The  flank  of  the  Roman  foot  being  then  un- 
covered, the  li^ht-^rmed  troops  of  the  Carthaginians, 
and  the  Numidian  horfe,  returned  to  the  charge,  fcU 
upon  the  flanks  of  the  Romans,  put  them  into  difor- 
der^  and  made  them  incapable  of  defending  themfelves 
againfl:  thofe  who  attacked  them  in  front.  The  battk 
was  hotteft  on  both  fides  in  the  centre  of  the  heavy* 
^rmed  infantry.  The  Romans  defended  themiehcs 
there  with  a  courage^  or  rather  a  fury,  tlm  ngdiiog 
could  overcome.  At  this  inftant  the  Numidians  qmtfed 
their  ambufcade,  charged  the  legions  who  fbimht  m 
the  centre,  and  put  them  into  extreme  con^fio& 
The  two  wings,  that  is  to  fay,  the  troops  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  centre,  attacked  in  front  by  the  elc- 
jbhants,  and  in  flank  by  the  lightr-armed  tro^,  wac 
driven  headlong  into  the  river.  As  to  the  ceiitic^ 
thofe  who  were  in  the  rear,  could  not  keep  dicir 
ground  agsdnft  the  Numkiiansi  who-  had  phaiged 
6  them. 
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diem  behind,  and  were  entirely  put  to  flight:  the  A.  R.  5^4* 
reft,  who  were  in  the  front  and  on  the  firft  line,  forced  ^1%^ 
hy  an  happy  neceflity  to  fight  in  defpair,  after  havins 
defeated  the  Gauls,  and  part  of  the  Africans,  opened 
themfelyes  a  way  through  the  Carthaginians.  Then 
(being  thaj:  they  could  neitlier  aid  their' wings,  which 
had  been  entirely  put  to  the  rout,  nor  return  to  their 
camp,  which  the  Numidian  cavalry,  the  river,  and 
the  nun  oppofed,  they  drew  up  in  clofe  order,  and 
took  the  route  of  Placentia,  to  which  thev  retreated 
without  danger,  jto  the  cumber  of  at  leair  ten  thou- 
fand  men. 

Moft  of  the  re(t  who  ibid  behind  perilhed  upon 
the  banks  of  the  river,  either  crufhed  to  pieces  by  th^ 
elephants,  or  put  to  i^e  fword  by  the  horfe.     Thofc 
who  could  efcape,  as  well  foot  as  horfe,  joined  the 
gvo&  of  the  infantry  of  whom  W(S  have  juil  ipoke,  and 
n^lowed  it  to  Placentia.    The  Carthaginians  purfued 
^e  enenay  to  the  river,  where  the  rigour  of  the  wea- 
ther flopped  them,  and  nude  them  return  to  their 
intrenchments«     The  vidory  was  compleat,  and  the  « 
lofs  inconfiderable.    Only  a  very  imall  number  of 
Spaniat^  and  Africans  remained  upon  the  place. 
The  Gauls  fufiered  molt,  and  the  whole  army  exceed-r 
ingly  by  the  rain  and  fhow.     Abundance  of  men  and 
hories  perilhed  with  cold,  and  only  a  fmall  number  of 
the  elephants  could  be  laved. 

The  night  following,  the  Romans  who  had  ftaid 
behind  to  guard  the  camp,  palTed  the  Trebia  without 
being  perceived  by  the  enemy,  in  eflbdl  of  a  violent 
rain,  which  fell  with  a  great  noife.  And  perhaps  ex* 
haufted  with  the  fatigue  of  the  day,  and  having  abun* 
dance  of  wounded,  they  only  feigned  not:  to  perceive 
them,  and  gave  them  time  to  retire  to  Placentia. 

The  lois  of  the  battle  was  only  to  be  imputed  to 
the  raflinefi  and  blind  prefumption  of  the  Conful, 
vho»  notwithftanding  the  wife  remonftrances  of  his 
collogue,  hurried  on  to  a  battle  in  a  conjuncture,  when 
every  thing  was  a^nit  km.  The  bad  fuccefs  wa,$ 
a  juft  punUWcnt  of  his  vanity,  but  not  the  remedy 
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A.R.5;4*  of  it.  To  conceal  his  fhamc  and  defeat,  hefentcoti- 
^aisf  *  riers  to  Rome,  who  faid  no  more  than  that  a  battk 
had  been  fought,  in  which  the  Roman  army  wouW 
have  been  vidtorious,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  bad 
weather.  Atfirft  nobody  fufpefted  the  truth  of  this 
news.  But  the  whole  particulars  of  the  aftion  arrived 
foon  after :  that  the  Carthaginians  had  defeated  the 
ConfuPs  army,  and  taken  his  camp;  that  part  of  the 
legions  had  retired  and  taken  refuge  in  the  neighbour- 
ing colonies  ;  that  all  the  Gauls  had  made  an  alliance 
with  Hannibal ;  and  that  the  army  had  no  munitions, 
but  what  came  from  the/ea  by  the  Po. 
Poiyb.  ill.  This  news  occafioned  fo  much  terror  in  the  city, 
ul'.  xxi.  ^^^^  ^^  people  every  moment  expeSed  to  fee  the  vic- 
57/  '  torious  army  arrive  before  their  walls,  without  having 
any  means  for  defending  themfclves.  They  faid,  that 
after  the  defeat  of  Scipio  at  the  Ticinus,  they  had  re- 
called Sempronius  from  Sicily,  and  ordered  him  to  go 
to  the  aid  of  his  coUegue.  But  aft^r  the  defeat  of 
two  Confuls,  and  two  Confulary  armies,  what  other 
leaders,  what  other  legions,  could  they  oppoft  to  the 
vi6iorious  enemv ! 

Thcfc  fad  refleftions  did  not  long  engrofs  the  Ro- 
mans. They  confidered  how  to  prevent  the  confc- 
quences  of  fo  unfortunate  an  event.  Great  prepara- 
tions were  made  for  the  following  campaign :  gam- 
fons  were  put  into  the  towns,  and  troops  were  fcnt  into 
Sardinia  and  Sicily,  as  alfo  to  Tarentum,  and  all  the 
important  pofts.  Sixty  galleys  wei-e  fitted  out  of  five 
benches  of  oars,  and  deputies  difpatched  to  Hficro  w 
demand  aid.  That  King  fent  them  five  hundred 
Cretans,  and  a  thoufand  heavy-armed  foot.  To  con- 
clude, no  meafures  were  omitted,  that  the  conjunfture 
made  neceflary.  For,  adds  Polybius,  fuch  are  d»« 
Romans  in  general  and  particular ;  the  more  rcafon 
they  have  to  fear,  the  more  formidable  they  become. 
The  firft  thing  the^  did,  was  to  make  die  ConM 
Sempronius  return  from  the  army  to  prefide  in  the 
affembly,  for  the  eledion  of  Confuls.  Cn.  Scrvilitw 
^d  e,  Flaminius  were  chofen.    Wc  Ihall  foon  woi 
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what  chjrrafter  the  latter  was,  after  we  have  fcen  what  A^-  S34» 
paded  the  fame  year  in  Spain.  ^xs.  ' 

Cn.  Cornelius  Scipio,  to  whom  Publius  his  brother  Poiyb.iii. 
h^^d  left  the  command  of  the  naval  army,  having  fet  l*J;  ^^^^ 
out  from  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone  with  all  his  fleet,  60, 6i.  * 
arrived  at  •  Emporise,    He  befieged  all  the  cities 
upon  that  coaft  as  far  as  the  Iberus  that  refuied  to 
furrender,  and  treated  thofe  who  fubmitted  volunta- 
.rily  with  abundance  of  lenity.    He  took  great  care, 
that  the  latter  (hould  fufFer  no  hurt,  and  put  good 
.garrifons  into  the  new  conq^uefts  he. had  made.    Then 
penetrating  into  the  country  at  the  head  of  his  army, 
that  had  already  been  augmented  by  a  great  number 
of  the  Spaniih  people,  who  became  his  allies  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced  into  the  country,  he  fometimes 
received  cities  into  his  alliance,  and  fometimes  took 
them  by  force,  as  they  lay  on  his  route. 

Hannibal  had  given  the  government  of  that  pro- 
vince on  this  (ide  of  the  Iberus  to  Hanno,  and  ordered 
him  to  keep  it  in  the  interefts  of  the  Carthaginians. 
To  put  a  ftop  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Romans,  before 
the  whole  country  fhould  have  declared  for  them,  he 
incamped  in  their  view,  and  offered  them  battle. 
Scipio  accepted  it  with  joy,  becaufe  not  being  able  to 
avoid  having  both  Afdrubal  and  Hanno  to  deal  with, 
he  chofe  rather  to  fight  them .  feparately,  than  to  have 
them  both  upon  his  hands  at  the  fame  time.  The 
yidory  cofl  tnem  little.  He  killed  fix  thoufand  of 
the  enemy,  took  the  General  himfelf  with  fome  of 
his  principal  officers,  and  two  thoufand  prifoners, 
with  thofe  who  had  been  left  to  guard  the  camp,  of 
which  he  made  himfelf  matter,  as  well  as  of  fSciflis, 
a  neighbouring  city,  which  he  took  by  florm.  The 
plunder  of  it  was  very  confiderable,  becaufe  thofe 
who  had  gone  with  Hannibal  to  Italy,  had  left  their 
.  equipages  in  it. 

Before  the  news  of  this  defeat  had  fpread,  Afdrubal 
had  pafTed  the  Iberus  with  eight  thoufand  foot  and  a 

*  Now  called  Empurius  in  Catalonia. 

t  Th^re  is  no  trace  of  this  citv  in  the  ancient  gepgrapben. 
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^•K-S34«  tkoufand  hotfcj  in  order  to  me^  Scipio,  Imagining 
^fl'^'  that  he  was  only  juft  arrived  in  Spain.  But  when  he 
was  apprized  of  Hanno's  lofs  of  the  battle  and  his 
camp  near  Sciflis,  ho  turned  towards  the  fea.  Not 
far  trom  f  Taraco  h^  found  tlte  mariners  and  foldiers 
of  Scipio's  fleet,  ne^igently  diiperfed  about  the  coun- 
try, in  etfeft  of  the  fecurity  with  which  the  goo4 
fuccefs  of  their  land-army  had  infpiped  them ;  and 
having  detached  his  horf^^  againit  them,  a  great  nunh- 
ber  of  them  w^re  put  to  the  fword,  and  the  reft  drir 
von  to  their  {hips.  He  afterwards  retired,  and  repaid 
fing  the  Iberus  with  his  army,  took  up  his  winter- 
quarters  in  New  Carthage,  where  he  applied  himfelf 
wholly  in  making  new  preparations,  and  in  guarding 
the  country  on  that  fide  of  the  river. 

Cn.  Scipio,  on  returning  to  his  fleet,  puniftied  thofe 
who  had  neglcMfbcd  their  duty ;  and  having  united  both 
armies,  that  of  the  fea  with  the  land-forces,  he  took 
up  his  winter-quarters  at  Taraco.  There  dividing  the 
fpoik  amongft  the  f<^dieps  with  a  ftri<ft  regard  to  ji|t 
tice,  he  gained  their  affbftk>n,  and  made  them  ardently 
ciefire  the  continuance  of  a  war,  from  which  they  de- 
rived fuch  great  advantages^.  And  this  was  the  ftate 
of  affiiirs  in  Spain. 
Liv.xjLi.  Hannibal,  after  the  battle  of  Trebia,  went  upon 
5«»  <bme  other  expeditions,  but  of  no  great  importance. 

The  rigour  of  the  feafon  obliged  Jiim  to  give  his  troops 
fome  reft  after  fo  many  labours.  Aflbon  as  the  leaft 
fign  of  fpring  appeared,  he  drew  them-  out  of  their 
winter-quarters  to  make  them  march  into  Hetruria, 
with  d^gn  either  to  bring  over  the  inhabitants  of  that 
country  by  gentle  methods,  or  to  fubjedt  them  by  force, 
as  he  had  the  Gauls  and  Ligurians. 

For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceflTary  for  him  to  pafs  the 
Apennine  mountains,  where  he  was  Turprized  by  lb 
dreadful  a  ftorm,  that  what  he  had  fufFered  in  paffing 
the  Alps,  feemed  lefs  terrible  in  the  comparifon.  A 
prodjgijws  high  wind,  mingled  with  rain,  drove  di^ 

f  Ctly  of  pita)oa|ft«   Hod,  Tarragonau 
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reftiy  into  their  faces  with  fuch  vioknce,  that  ^hcy^^si^* 
were  reduced  either  to  abandon  their  amis,  or  te  be  ^g^ 
beat  down  if  they  attempted  to  oppofe  the  impetuoflty 
of  the  hurricane.  But,  when  the  wind  took  away 
their  breath,  they  turned  their  backs,  and  ftood  ftiU 
for  ibme  time  in  that  condition.  T^e  thunder  and 
^ghtning  with  which  its  dreadful  claps  were  attended^ 
deprived  them  at  once  of  the  ufe  of  their  ey^  and  ears, 
ib  that  they  were  ftruck  with  terror,  and  remained  in 
a  manner  immoreable.  The  rain  at  length  ceafed: 
but,  as  is  the  ufual  coniequence,  the  wind  rifing  ftiU 
Jiigher,  they  were  obliged  to  incamp  in  the  fame  place 
where  the  fiorm  furprized  them.  This  was  a  new  and 
OS  arduous  a  fatigue  to  them  as  the  hrtk.  For  they 
could  neither  fpeed  nor  pitch  the  tents,  the  wind  ei« 
ther  tearing  them  out  of  their  hands,  or  driving  thMi 
out  o£  their  places.  And  at  the  fame  time  the  water, 
which  the  wind  had  raifed,  having  condenfed  and 
froze  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  lo  great  a  quantity 
of  fnow  and  hail  fell,  that  abandoning  an  ineiFedlual 
labour,  they  aU  threw  themfelves  on  the  ground, 
overwhelmed  under  the  weight  of  their  tents  and  h^ 
bits,  rather  than  covered  by  them.  The  c(4d  which 
enfued  was  fo  fharp  and  penetrating,  that  the  borfe^ 
as  weU  as  the  men  endeavoured  in  vain  to  rife^  during 
a  great  while,  their  nerves  being  become  {o  ftiflF,  that 
it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  bend  or  make  ufe  of 
their  members.  When  they  had  recovered  a  litdc 
ftrength  and  courage,  in  eflPed  of  the  pains  and  agita- 
tion they  gave  themfelves,  they  began  to  kindle  fires 
from  fpace  to  ^ce,  which  was  a  great  relief  to  tifiem^ 
and  ieemed  to  reflore  them  to  life.  Hannibal  re- 
mained two  days  in  this  place  as  if  befieged,  and  did 
not  quit  it  till  after  having  loft  a  great  number  of  men 
and  horfes,  with  feven  of  the  elephants,  which  had 
lurvived  the  battle  of  Trehia. 

On  bis  defcent  from  the  Apennines,  be  incamped  ten  ^•^ 
miles  from  Placentia*    The  next  4ay  fee  marched  in  ^^ 
queft  of  the  enemy  with  twelve  tho^aed  foot  and  five 
thoufand  horfe.  Sempronius,  who  was  already  returned 
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A.  R.  5H«  from  Rome,  did  not  decjine  the  battle.  The  two  armies 
.  Ajit.c.  ,^^fg  jj^gji  but  a  league  diftant  from  each  other.  The 
next  day  they  marched  with  equal  ardor  to  a  battle  whidi 
was  long  difputed,  and  in  which  both  fides  had  alter- 
nately the  advantage*  In  the  firft  chai^,  the  Romans 
were  fo  much  fuperior  to  the  Carthaginians,  that  after 
having  put  them  to  flight,  they  purfued  them  as  £ur  as 
^their  camp,  and  even  endeavoured  to  force  it.  But 
Hannibal  having  pofted  a  fmall  body  of  troops  at  the 

§ates,  fufficient  however  to  defend  the  entrance,  or- 
ered  the  reft  to  keep  in  clofe  order  in  the  middle  (^ 
the  camp,  till  he  gave  them  the  fignal  to  fallyi  and 
attack  the  enemy.  It  was  now  about  three  in  the  af- 
ternoon, when  Sempronius,  having  fatigued  his  troops 
inefl[e£tually,  ordered  a  retreat  to  be  founded.  As 
foon  as  Hannibal  perceived  the  Romans  retiring,  be 
made  his  cavalry  march  out  on  the  right  and  left 
The  aftion  had  been  moft  bloody,  if  the  day  had  per- 
mitted it  to  be  of  any  continuance.  Night  feparated 
the  combatants,  dreadfully  furious  againft  each  other. 
The  number  of  the  dead  in  confequence  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  animoiity  ^vith  which  they  fought.  The  lois 
on  both  fides  did  not  amount  to  fix  hundred  foot, 
and  three  hundred  horfe:  but  that  of  the  Romans 
was  confiderable  more  by  the  rank  than  number  of 
their^  dead ;  becaufe  many  Knights,   five  Icgionajj 

Pnefeaos.  Tribunes,  and  three  Generals  of  the  allies,  wcrekft 
upon  the  place. 

.  After  this  battle,  Hannibal  retired  into  Liguna, 
where  the  inhabitants,  as  a  proof  of  their  fidch't?f 
upon  his  arrival  delivered  up  to  him  C.  Fulviusand 
C.  Lucretius  two  Quseftors,  two  le^onary  Tribunes, 
and  five  Knights,  almoft  all  of  them  Senators.  Sem- 
pronius retired  towards  Lucca. 
During*  this  winter,  feveral  prodigies  happens 

Ijv.»].  it  Rome,  and  in  the  neighbourhood:  or"  ^^P^ 
*'.    .     more  juftly,  a  great  number  were  reported,  to  whiMi 

•  Roms  aut  drca  urbem  multa,  ei  bieme,  prodigia  ^^**J2. 
tquod  evenire  folet  mods  femd  in  religionem  animis)  mvita  aoo*^' 
ata,  &  temere  credita  Awt.    I<iv«  ^  . 
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people  gave  credit  lightly  enough,  as  it  happens,  A.  R.  5^4, 
-when  once  fuperftition  has  taken  pofleflion  of  their  ^^^ 
-minds."  Thcfe  words  of  Livy  are  remarkable,  and 
ihew^  that  he  was  neither  fo  credulous  nor  fb  fuper- 
-ftitious  as  many  have  imagined  him.  All  the  ceremo- 
nies prefcribed  in  the  like  cafes  were  very  fcrupulouflv 
performed,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  much  quieted, 
after  facrifices  were  offered,  and  vows  made  to  the 
Gods  according  to  the  dire£):ion  of  the  Sibyl's  books. 

Cn.  Servilius  and  C.  Flaminius  were  Confuls  eleft.  Uv.  uL 
The  latter  had  -  made  himfelf  known  long  before  for  ^^* 
his  turbulent  and  feditious  difpofition,  incapable  ei- 
ther of  taking  his  meafures  with  wifdom,  or  of 
giving  them  up  after  having  once  refolved  upon 
them.  We  have  feen  him  eng^ed  in  violent  con- 
tefts  with  the  Senate  during  hii  Tribunefliip;  and 
again  in  his  firft  Confulihip,  firft  concerning  the 
Confullhip  itfclf,  which  they  were  for  having  him 
abdicate,  and  thm  on  account  of  his  triumph,  of 
which  they  undertook  to  deprive  him.  He  had 
alfo  rendered  himfelf  odious  to  them,  upon  the  occa- 
fion  of  a  new  law,  which  Q.  Claudius  had  carried 
againft  their  oi^er,  FUminius  having  been  the  only 
perfon  of  the  Senators  that  had  fupporced  him  in  that 
enterprize.  By  this  law  it  was  prohibited  for  any 
•Senator  to  have  a  bark  of  more  than  three  hundred 
amphora  in  burden,  which  was  about  15625  pounds, 
or  about  eight  tons,  fea-computation.  Q^  Claudius 
conceived  a  veffel  of  thefe  dimenfions  fufficient  ifor 
bringing  the  growth  of  the  Senators  lands  to  Rome, 
and  that  it  was  unworthy  of  their  rank  to  make  ufeof 
ihips  of  burthen  to  carry  the  grain  and  fruits  of  others 
for  hire.  The  hatred  of  the  Senate  ferved  only  to 
acquire  him  the  favour  of  the  People,  who,  out  of  a 
blind  affe6tion  for  him,  raifed  him  a  fecond  time  to 
the  ConfuUhip. 

He  was  convinced,  that  the  Senate,  to  be  revenged 
of  him,  would  keep  him  at  Rome,  either  by  alledging 
bad  (miens,  obliging  him  to  celebrate  the  Ferias  La- 
Onx,  or  having  itcourje  to  fome  of  the  uAsal  pretexts 
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A.  R.  5H'  for  retardmg  the  departure  of  the  Confuls.  Rdbl¥«d 
'^J*!^ '  to  cut  (hort  all  thofe  difficultica,  he  pretended  bufiiieft 
in  the  country ;  and  having  left  Rome^  he  fet  out  fe- 
cretly  for  his  province^  whilft  he  was  ftill  in  a  private 
capacity,  This  evafion,  when  nuule  public,  eaca4>e* 
rated  the  Senators  th^  more,  who  were  already  much 
incenfed  ag^ipft  him.  They  talked  puUickJy,  ««  That 
Flaminius  hadi  declare^  war,  not  only  againft  the  Ser 
nate,  but  the  Qods  themfelves.  That  having  been 
made  Conjful  the  firft  time  contrary  to  the  auipiccs, 
which  oppofed  his  ele£tion»  he  had  derided  both  the 
Gods  and  men,  who  united  in  forbidding  him  to  give 
battle,  That  now,  a^uated  by  the  reproaches  which 
his  confcience  made  him  of  his  impiety,  he  had 
avoided  iqppeariog  in  the  Capitol,  and  performing 
liiere  the  auguib  ceremony  of  entering  into  the  Con- 
fulfhip,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  invpke  great 
Jupiter  on  fo  folemn  an  occafioo^  that  he  mieht  net- 
tiber  fee  nor  confult  the  Senate,  whom  he  was  £e  only 
one  that  hated  of  all  the  Romans,  and  by  whom  h^ 
](new  he  deferved  to  be  hafed  i  that  he  might  witl^ 
draw  hinifelf  fron>  the  moft  auguft  and  moft  indifpen- 
iiblc  ceremonies }  that  he  mjght  avoid  making  die 
ufual  vows  in  the  Capitol  for  thf  profperity  of  cha 
Commonwealth  and  himielf  ^  and  afterwards  iet  out 
for  his  province  with  the  honourable  oiarks  of  his  dig^ 
nity.  That  he  had  quitted  ]Kome  by  fitaldi  like  tli^ 
meaaeft  fervant  in  his  army,  without  being  preceded 
by  the  Li^rs,  without  having  the  Fafites  carried  bo 
fore  him,  almoft  as  if  he  kft  his  country  tn  prder  t# 
ga  into  baniflimeni.  Pid  he  beHeve  it  /nore  honour^ 
able  aiKi  decent  for  hisnfelf  and  the  Roman  ComnKi» 
wieakh  to  perform  fa  faczed  and  lb  fpkndid  a  cere- 
Sfiony  at  ArimioiUixi  than  at  Rome,  and  in  the  honif 
of  a  ftrtoger»  than  ia  the  pctfence  of  lu$  faouihoW 
Gods?'' 

The  compilaiota  e€  the  wlnde  Senate,  and  the  De^ 
vuties  fent  to  Jbim  to  oblige  him  to  return,  had  no  <£- 
le£k  upoo  him.  He  emereilii|)ota  office  at  Afiottnum; 
and  havins  recdwd  wq  legiona  frma  Setnpromii^ 
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dne  of  the  laft  year's  Confols,  and  two  from  the  Pr^« 
tor  C.  Atilius»  he  pailed  the  Apeniune$»  in  order  to 
ancer  Hetruria. 

Cn.  SERVILI0S.  ,  A.R.5S^ 

C.  Flaminius  IL  -^';.^- 

Servilius  entered  upon  office  at  Rome  on  the  Ides,  Liv.xxii, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  1 5th  of  March,  the  day  fixed  thm  *• 
for  that  ceremony ;  and  aflemWed  the  Senate,  m  or- 
der to  confult  them  cohcerning  the  operations  of  tho 
campaign  which  he  was  going  to  open.  This  delibe- 
ration gave  room  for  renewing  their  reproaches  againft 
Flaminius.  They  complained,  that  they  had  created 
two  Confuls  and  had  but  one.  That  Flaminius  could 
not  be  deemed  as  fuch,  having  fet  out  from  Romo 
without  either  authority  or  aufpices.  That  it  was  at 
the  Capitol  that  the  Confuls  received  thoie  two  qua^ 
lifications,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Gods  and  of 
the  Roman  citizens,  after  having  celebrated  the  La- 
tine  gamesj  and  offered  the  cuftomary  fdcrifices  upon 
the  Alban  mountain,  and  to  the  moft  high  Jupiter ; 
and  not  in  his  province,  and  a  ftrange  country,  whi* 
ther  he  went  only  in  quality  of  a  private  perfon*  Scr* 
vilius,  after  having  received  their  inftruftions,  repair* 
ed  with  his  troops  to  Ariminum,  in  order  to  Ihiu  up 
the  pafles  on  that  fide  againft  the  enemy. 

He  left  Rome  in  great  perplexity.  The  fears  of 
the  public  were  increafed  by  the  ph>digies  rdaced 
from  all  parts.  Sacrifices,  proceffions,  and  prayers 
were  ordered  to  be  made  in  ^1  the  temptosf.  Amongit 
many  other  afts  of  religion,  a  puWk  feaft  was  givca, 
aad  the  *  feaft  of  Saturn,  which  continued  a  Ssf  and 
a  night,  was  proclaimed.  Iliis  ceremony  was  made 
an  annual  feftival,  which  the  People  were  ordered  to 
celebrate  forever.  I  ftiall  reJafc  the  circumftances  <tf 
k  at  the  end  of  this  feftion. 

^  This  fdHtal  was  kiftkiited  alm^ft  tlurte  boidred  Tears  before 
4«niLai«    lti«isopl>  reviv^cTaew. 

Hanni- 
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^•5«.     Hannibal  wintered  in  Gallia  Cifidpina,  where  he. 
S17.  *  treated  the  prifoners  of  war  in  a  different  manner,  ac- 
Foiyb.  ill.  cording  to  their  being  Romans  or  allies.     He  kqpt 
*^*        the  Romans  in  prifons,  and  fcarce  allowed  them  the 
neceflaries  of  life  :  whereas  he  aded  with  all  poflible 
lenity  in  refpefb  to  their  allies.     He  aflembled  them 
one  day,  and  told  them,  ^^  that  he  had  not  come  thi- 
ther with  intent  to  make  war  upon  them,  but  to  take 
*  their,  defence  upon  him  againil  the  Romans  :  that 
therc^re  if  they  underftood  their  own  intereflrs,  they 
oueht  to  efpoufe  his  party,  as  he  had  pafied  the  Alps 
wim  no  other  view  than  to  reinitate  the  Italians  in  their 
liberty,  and  to  afllft  them  in  recovering  the  cities  and 
countries  out  of  which  they  had  been  driven  by  the 
Romans.''    After  this  difcourfe,  he  fent  them  home 
to  their  own  countries  without  ranfbm.     This  was  a 
ftratagem,  to  fcparate  the  people  of  Italy  from  the 
Romans,  to  induce  them  to  join  him,  and  to  make 
all  thofe,  whofe  cities  or  ports  had  been  fubjeded  by 
,  the  Romans,  take  arms  in  his  favour. 
ibW.    ..       It  was  in  the  lame  winter-quarters  that  he  conceived 
Liv.  xxu;  ^  ^j^iy  Carthaginian  ftratagem.     He  was  furrounded 
App.  5i6..by  a  fickle  and  inconftant  people,  and  the  tie  con- 
traded  with  them  was  ftill  entirely  recent.     He  had 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  on  a  change  of  difpoficion 
in  refped  to  him,  they  might  form  defigns  againft 
him,  and   attempt  upon  his  life.     For  his  fecurity 
therefore  he  caufed  perukes  and  habits  to  be  made 
for  all  diiF<?rent  ages  ;  and  ibmetimes  wore  one  kind 
and  fometimes  another,  and  difguifed  himfelf  fo  of- 
ten, that  not  only  thofe  who  faw  him  go  backwards 
and  forwards,  but  even  his  friends,  could  hardly 
know  him. 
Poiyb.  iii.     The  Gauls  in  the  mean  time  fufiered  the  war  to  be 
j^.jojI  nizde  in  their  country  with  great  impatience.     The 
a.  *        hopes  of  booty  had  been  their  fole  inducement  to  fol- 
low Hannibal,     They  faw,  that  inflead  of  enriching 
themfelves  at  the  expence  of  others,  their  country,  be- 
come the  theatre  of  the  war,  was  equally  harraffed  by 
the  winter-quarters  of  both  armies,    Hannibal  had 
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every  thing  to  fear  from  this  difcontent,  which  already  A.R.  535' 
broke  out  in  murmurs,  and  complaints  fufEcicntly  ^^Lp* 
public.  To  prevent  their  eScfts,  ailbon  as  winter 
was  over  he  made  hafte  to  decamp.  He  knew,  that 
Flaminius  was  arrived  at  Arrctium  in  Hetruria,  and 
direded  his  march  that  way.  He  began  by  confult- 
ing  thofe  who  knew  the  country  beft,  in  order  to 
judge  what  route  he  fhould  take  for  approaching  the 
enemy.  Many  were  pointed  out  to  him,  which  did 
not  pleafe  him,  becaufe  too  long,  and  becaufe  they 
cxpofed  him  to  being  traverfed  by  the  enemy.  There 
was  one  which  lay  through  certain  marflies.  This 
.  was  moft  to  his  liking)  becaufe  it  agreed  beft  with 
chc  ardent  defire  he  had  of  coming  to  blows  with  the 
Conful,  before  his  coUegue  could  have  jiDined  him ; 
and  he  gave  it  the  preference.  On  its  being  ru- 
moured in  the  army,  every  body  was  terrified; 
There  was  not  a  man  that  did  not  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  fatigues  and  dangers  they  fhould  un- 
dergo in  pafTing  thole  marfhes,  which  the  Anio  befides 
hadoverflowed  for  fomc  days. 

Hannibal,   having  been  well  informed,  that  the  ^**^y*^' **'• 
bottom  was  good,  decamped,  and  compofcd  his  ad^  uvl  xwil 
vsmced  guard  of  Africans,  Spaniards,  and  all  his  beft  ^« 
troops.     With  thefe  he  mixed  the  baggage,  in  order» 
if  they  were  obliged  to  ftop,  that  they  fhould  be  in 
want  of  nothing.     The  main  body  was  compofed  of 
Gauls ;  and  the  cavalry  formed  the  rear-guard.     He 
had  given  the  command  of  it  to  Mago,  with  orders 
to  make  the  Gauls  advance  either  by  fair  means  or 
force,  in  cafe  they  fhould  take  diiguft  through  terror, 
and  be  for  goins  back. 

The  Spaniards  and  Africans  got  over  with  no  great 
difficulty,  becaufe  as  nobody  had  paffed  the  marflu 
before  them,  it  was  tolerably  firm  under  foot.  Be- 
fides which  they  were  foldiers  enured  to  fatigues,  and 
accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  toils.  It  wa^  not  the  fame 
when  the  Gauls  pafTed.  The  marfh  had  been  poached 
by  tholfe  who  had  gone  over  it  before.  They  could 
not  advance  without  extreme  difficulty  •,  and,  as  they 
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A«R*  sit*  ^f^ie  little  uTed  to  fuch  laborious  marches,  they  did 
^if!"  *^^  fupport  this  without    the    utmoft    impatience. 
« *     However,  it  WIls  impofliblo  for  them  to  go  back :  tbe 
liorfe  preffing  them  forwards  condnually.     It  muftbc 
owned,  that  the  whole  army  had  abundance  to  fufier. 
During  four  days  and  three  nights  they  never  had 
their  feet  out  of  water.     But  the  Gauls  fufFcrcd  more 
than  all  the  reft,  moft  of  the  carriage-beafts  periOied 
^  in  the  mud>  and  even  then  did  not  ceafe  to  be  of  feme 
ufe.     Upon  their  packs  out  of  the  water  the  foldicn 
0ept  ajt  leaft  fome  part  of  the  night.     A  great  number 
of  horfes  loft  their  hoofs.     Hannibal  hin^Celf,  upOQ 
the  only  elephant  that  remained,  had  all  the  difficulty 
in  the  world  to  get  out  of  it.     A  defluxion,  thatfeH 
upon  his  eyes,  occafioned  as  well  by  the  altenutt 
heats  and  colds  ufual  enough  in  the   beginning  of 
the  fpring,  as  by  being  continually  awake,  and  die 
grofs  vapours  of  the  marfh,  tormented  him  exeeffirdj. 
And  as  the  conjundure  would  not  fufFer  him  to  fiofH 
in  order  to  his  being  cured,  this  accident  coft  him  id 
eye. 
Wyb.  iii.     When  he  had  with  great  difficulty  got  over  thcfc 
J2J^  jj^  wet  and  marfliy  lands,  he  incamped  in  the  firft  dry 
$•  *        place  he  found,  in  order  to  give  his  troops  feme  rc- 
firefliment.     Having  been  informed  by  his  fcouts,  diat 
the  army  of  the  enemy  was  ftill  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Arretium,  he  applicti  himfelf  with  infinite  attcntiofl 
to  know,  on  the  one  fxdc,  the  defigns  and  chawAe^ 
of  the  Conful,  and  on  the  other,  the  fituation  of  d« 
country,  the  means  he  was  to  ufe  for  having  provi* 
fions,  the  ¥rays  by  which  they  could  be  brought  CO 
his  camp  -,  and  all  the  things  in  general  diatcouJdta 
of  advantage  to  him  in  the  prefent  conjuncture :  cares 
tighly  worthy  of  a  great  Captain,  and  of  one  th^ 
,   does  not  ad  by  chance.    He  knew  in  confcqucncc, 
that  the  country  between  *  Fefute  and  Artetiumwai 
the  moft  fertile  of  Italy ;  that  it  had  cattle,  cojj 
ind  all  the  fruits  which  the  earth  produces  for  m 

^  CiUtt  of  Tufcanj.    Hod,  Ficfolt  k  Airkze* 

flourilh- 
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AQurifltinent  of  inan»  in  abundance.  As  to  Fhani-^^^i^s* 
musj  that  he  was  a  noan  of  an  happy  turn  for  infinuat--  ^Ij^  * 
ing  himfelf  into  the  favour  of  the  populace }  butwho, 
without  any  talents  eitlier  for  government  or  waf^  had 
an  high  optnbn  of  his  own  capacity  for  both,  and 
for  that  reafim  neither  confidted  any  body^  nor  heark^ 
coed  to  any  advice :  for  the  reft»  that  be  was  hoe, 
£ery,  and  bold  even  to  ra^incfs.  Hanmbal  conchided 
from  hence,  that  if  he  ruined  the  ccnmtry  before  hi^ 
cyts,  he  ibould  ii^sdlibly  draw  him  oo  to  a  batde« 

He  neglefted  nothing  thai  coxtld  provoke  the  fkry 
lemper  of  his  adverikry,  and  afibrdily  hurry  him 
intt)  the  vices  natoral  to  Inm.  Accordingly  leaving 
the  Roman  army  on  the  kft,  he  moved  on  the  riefat 
towards  Ee&das  v  and  puttii^  all  to  fire  aad  j^ordiit 
ihe  finefk  comnry  of  Hetrana^  di%faycd  to  tfao  eyes 
l»f  the  Coniui  as  mixch  ravage  and  defiddtsoo  as  was 
poAbk.  Flanunius  was  not  of  a  iifpCfBtian  to  re*  P^lyb.  iil. 
main  Quiet  in  his  camp,  even  thongb  Hannibal  had  l}^'^  ^^^^ 
lain  ftill  in  his;.  But  when  he  &w  die  lands  of  t&c  3.  ' 
aiUies  vwngtd  before  hb  £ke,  and  that  the  pnttage  of  ^pp*  3'^* 
ihem  was  carried  oflF  with  anpunky,  and  the  Imoke 
en  aU  fides  denounced  the  entire  ruin  of  the  coun^ 
try,  he  bcftcved  ir  a  dMgrace  to  Mm;  that  Hannibsl 
llMwld  march  triumphantly  through  the  mid^  of 
Italy,  ready  to  advance  to  the  very  gates  of  Rome^ 
without  amr  rcfiftance.  It  was  to  no  purpofe,.  that 
diofe  who  fornoed  the  conncil  of  war  endleavoured  to 
perfnade  him  ^  to  pefer  the  fafeft  choice  to  that 
"Which  fiwmed  the  moil:  gbrions  \.  to  waat  for  hk  asi^ 
Iteue,  in  onkr  to  ad  in  concert  with  ali  the  fisxrces 
ef  the  Commoawealth;  aiid  m  comcnt  himfeif  in 
flie  fflfCM  mat  with  detaching  die  csmdry  aad  lighr- 
armed  £000,  to  prevent  tfce  enemy  fbom  ravagiKig  the 
country  with  fo  much  licence  and  imptinity."  Fla- 
nunins^  couttl  not  hear  this^  wi&  difcotxrfe  without,  in- 
d^alion*  He  quitisd  the  caxmab  aipcciptly,  and  at 
<he  lame  tittle  ^ve  the  fignai-  foe  the  marcfc  add* 
botife.  *•  Y^i  no  dwabt,.'*  iWd  he,  **  kt  ot  flsiy 
^  here  with^  arms*  acro^  be&cc  the  waib  o£  At^^ 
.Vol.  III.  C  c  V         retiun\. 
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A.  R.  515. "  rctium.  For  this  is  our  country ;  our  hotifholt! 
»i7.  "  Gods  are  here-  Let  us  fuflfcr  Harmibal,  cfcapcd 
"  out  of  our .  hands,  to  ruin  Italy  with  impunity^ 
*^  and  putting  all  to  fire  and  iword  before  him,  to 
•*  arrive  at  the  gates  of  Rome.  And  as  for  us,  let 
««  us  take  great  care  not  to  ftir  from  hence,  till  ade- 
^*  cree  of  me  Senate  comes  to  fetch  Fkminius  from 
•*  Arretium,  as  of  old  Camillus  from  Veil,  to  the 
**  aid  of  his  country.**  * 

On  faying  thefe  words,  he  leaped  upon  Ms  horfe. 
But  the  beaft  fell  down,  and  threw  him  head  fbre- 
moft  to  the  ground.  All  who  were  prefent  were 
frightened  by  this  accident,  as  a  bad  omen.  As  ioi 
^l^l^  him,  he  took  no  notice  of  it.  The  oSiccr,  whopfc- 
1. 77.  fided  at  the  aufpices  having  informed  him,  that  the 
chickens  would  not  eat,  and  that  it  was  neceflaiy  to 
put  oflF  the  battle  to  another  day  :  "  And  fuppofc  they 
*'  fhould  take  a  fancy  not  to  cat  then,**  fays  Flami- 
nius,  "  what  mvSt  one  do^  pray  ?**  "  Keep  IKll,"  re- 
plied the  officer.  "  O  wonderful  aufpices,**  cried 
Flaminius !  "  If  the  chickens  arc  hungry,  one  may 
**  give  battle  5  but  if  they  won't  cat  becaufc  Acy 
*«  hav^  had  their  fill,  one  muft  by  all  means  take  care 
*'  not  to  fight.**  He  then  gave  orders  to  pull  up  the 
tolours,  and  follow  him.  At  that  inftant  one  came 
to  tell  him,  that  a  ftandard-bcarer  with  all  his  fprct 
could  not  pull  his  enfign  out  of  the  ground,  where  it 
Jiad  been  fixed  in  the  ufual  manner.  Flaminius, 
without  exprefTmg  the  leaft.furprizc,  turning  towards 
the  perfon  who  brought  him  this  news :  "  Don*t  you 
^*  alfo  bring  me  letters  from  the  Senate,*'  faid  he, 
^^  to  prevent  me  from  giving  battle.  Begone;  and 
**  tell  the  ftandard-bearer,  if  fear  has  froze  his  hands, 
f*  to  dig  round  the  ftaff  of  his  enfign,  and  he'll  get  ic 
*'  out,  I  warrant  him.*' 

The  army  then  began  to  march.-   Whilft  the  Gcj 

Bcral's  prefumption  infpired  the  foldiers  with  a  kind 

of  joy,  who  were  ftruck  with  his  wr  ofconfidcnc^ 

'  without  being  capable  of  weighing  his  rMdycsbt 

it  I  the  principal  officers,  .who  had  been  of  ^  ^"" 
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trary  opinion  in  the  council,  were  the  moft  terrified  A.  R.  535* 
by  the  two  prodigies,  6f  which  they  had  juft  been  '^ly.^* 
witneflcs. 

Hannibal,  in  the  mean  time,  advanced  continually  Pol^rb.  iii. 
towards  Rome,  with  Cortona  on  his  left,  and  the  lake  fj*""*??- 
of  Thrafymenus  on  his  right.     When  he  law  that  the  ^7,*^** 
Conful  approached,  he  ftudied  his  ground,'  in  order  to  Kut- »» 
give  battle  to  his  advantage.     On  his  march  he  came  ^**^*  *^^' 
to  a  very  level  and  fpacious  valley,  fkirted  on  each 
fide  with  two  ridges  of  mountains,  and  clofed  at  ihe 
end  with  a  fteep  hill  of  difficult  accefs.     At  the  en- 
trance lay  the  lake^  between  which  and  the  foot  of 
the  mountains  there  was  a  n*row  defile,  which  led 
into  the  valley.    Through  this  pafi  he  filed  off,  gained 
the  hill  at  the  bottom,  and  pofted  himfelf  there  with 
the  Spaniards  and  Africans.     On  the  right  behind  the 
eminences^  he  pofted  his  Balearians  and  other  troops^ 
armed  with  miffive  weapons.     As  to  the  cavalry  and 
the  Gauls,  he  placed  them  behind  the  eminences  on 
the  left,  and  extended  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
M  the  extremity  they  reached  almoft  to  the  defile  at 
the  entrance  of  the  valley:    He  pafled  an  whole  night 
in  laying  his  ambufcades ;   after  which  he  waited  qui- 
etly till  he  fhould  be  attacked. 

The  Conful  marched  behind  with  an  extreme  defire 
of  coming  up  with  the  enemy.  The  firft  day,  as 
he  arrived  late,  he  incamped  near  the  lake.  It  re- 
quired no  great  experience  in  war  to  perceive,  that 
engaging  himfelf  in  fuch.  a  defile,  was  to  court  hit 
owndeiftrudtion.  However,  the  next  morning  before 
day-break,  without  taking  the  precaution  to  have 
the  places  viewed,  and  without  ftaying  till  it  was 
light  enough  to  difcern  objefts,  he  made  his  troops 
enter  it.  He  even  carried  his  fenfelefs -confidence  to  Polybiu». 
fuch  an  height,  as'  to  make  a  troop  of  the  fervants 
of  the  army  follow  him  with  chains,  with  which  he 
intended  to  load  the  Africans,  already  conquered  in 
his  imagination.  A  very  thick  fog  had  arofe  that 
morning.  When  the  Conful  had  made  his  troops 
enter  the  plain,  he  believed  he  had  only  the  Cartha* 
C  c  2  ginians 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSg  SERVILIUS,  FLAMINIUS,  Conliib, 

^^•3i5«ginians  he  iaw  in  his  front  to  deal  with,  at  the  head 
2,^,  '  of  whom  was  H^i^^bal.  He  never  Imaged  tha( 
there  might  be  other  bodies  of  troops  in  ambufcade 
pn  e^ch  fide  behind  the  mounuins.  Hannibal  hav- 
ing fuflfered  him  to  advance  above  half  the  length 
o^  the  valley,  gave  the  lijgnal  of  battle,  and  fenc 
orders  to  thofe  who  were  in  ambufcade  to  actad 
the  en$my  a(  the  fame  time  on  all  fides.  One  may 
judge  the  confulion.  of  the  Romans. 

Xbey  w^re  not  yet  drawn  up  in  battle^  and  bad 
not  prepared  their  arms,  when  they  iaw  them^lv^ 
charged  on.  all  fides,  in  the  fronts  flaokts,  and  rear. 
FUminius,  though  voif^f  all  the  other  qu^dities  rc- 
ce0My  to  a  Gen^fal^  had  courage.  He  was  die 
^nly  intrQpid  perfon  in  fo  univ^rfal  a  copfteniatiooi 
anirtiated  his  foldiers  with  his  hand  and  voice,  asd 
exhorted  them  to  open  themielves  a  way  with  their 
fwords  througli  the  enemy*  But  tfa^  tumult  chat 
pi:)evaikd  on  all  fides,  the  dreadful  cries  of  die  com- 
faatant^,  and  the  fog,  which  had  rofe,  prevented  1^ 
from  being  either  heard  or  fcen.  However,  whc^ 
they  perceived,  that  they  were  inclofed  on  all  ficb^ 
other  by  the  enemy,  the  lake,  or  the  mouotaios,  tbf 
impoflibility  of  efcaping  by  flight  reanimated  th^OH 
«nd  they  b^an  to  fight  on  a)l^  fides  with  afipaiftmg 
ftiry.  The  animoficy  pf  the  two.afi9ies  was  fo  ptat, 
that  nobpdy  perceived  an  earthqualfe^  which  at  that 
inftant  threw  down  almoft  whol^  cities  in  maqyceuih 
tries  of  Italy,  and  produced  anaazing  elBleds. 

The  action,  continued  three  hours  Fl|mimu$  W^ 
sng  been  killed  by  an  Infubrian  Gaul,  the  R<Mnans 
began  to  give  way,  and  afterwards  fled  oumght#  A 
great  number,  in  order  to  efcape,  threw  themW^ 
into  the  lake.  Others  having  taken  the  way  of  the 
moimtains,  came  into  the  midft  of  the  enemy  they 
were  endeavouring  to  fliun.  Only  fix  thoufand  op<^ 
themfelves  a  paflfage  through  the  vi^c^rq,  cindrrcdred 
to  a  place  of  fafety :  but  they  were,  ifa:q;ip^)  ^ 
made  prifoners  the  next  day  by  Maherbal,  who  be* 
fieged.and  reduced  them  to  fo  grea;  Mi  wtttmtf$ 
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diat  they  laid  down  their  arms,  and  furrend«^d  them-  A.R.  53 ^ 
felv^s  upcHi  a  pronufe,  which   was  made  them,  that  ^^l^f* 
they  fhould  have  liberty  to  retire. 

Such  was  the  femous-battle  of  Thrafymcnus,  which 
Ac  Romans  reckoned  in  the  number  of  their  greateft 
misfortunes;  and  fuch  the  fruit  of  the  rafhheTs  of 
Flaminius.  It  cod:  him  his  own  Hf^,  and  Rome  the 
lofs  of  (b  many  brave  foldiers,  who  had  been  invinci- 
ble under  another  General.  The  Romans  toll:  fifteen 
thoufand  men  in  the  battle  itfelf.  About  ten  thou- 
fand  got  to  Rome  by  dififerent  ways ;  and  only  fifteen 
hunduned  were  killed  on  the  fide  of  the  Carthaginians ; 
but  a  great  number  of  their  men  died  of  their  wounds. 
Hannibal  treated  the  Roman  pritbners  very  crucUy> 
*nd  even  thofe  who  had  furrcndered  to  Maherbali 
pretending  that  oifficer  had  no  right  to  treat  with 
them  without  having  firft  confulted  him.  As  to  the 
Latine  allies  of  the  Romans,  he  difmilTed  them  with- 
,  out  ranlbm.  He  caufed  the  body  of  Flaminius  to  fate 
fought  for  in  vain,  in  order  to  give  it  honourable  in- 
terment. He  pud  the  laft  duties  to  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  his  army,  that  had  fallen  in  the  battle ; 
after  which  he  put  his  troops  into  quarters  of  refreflir  ^ 
ment. 

It  is  not  neceflary,  that  I  fhouW  coUefl:  here  ril 
the  faults  of  Flaminius  into  one  jpoint  of  view.  They 
are  evident,  grofs,  and  cannot  efcape  the  leaft  difcem- 
ing  eye.  We  fee  in  him  the  effe<9b5  of  a  blind  efteem 
for  one's  felf,  and  a  fenfelefs  prefumption,  which  is 
diffident  of  nothing,  which  would  believe  it  a  difgracb 
cither  to  a(k  or  foYtow  counfd,  which  always  flatters 
itfelf  with  good  (iicecfs,  without  having  taken  any 
tneafures  to  make  it  fure,  anci  which  fe^  no  danger, 
tHl  it  is  impd(}ible  to  avoid  it. 

What  a  contraft  is  there  in  Hannibal,  who  ihews 
in  the  aftion  we  are  fpeaking  of,  all  the  qualities  of 
a  great  Captain:  vigilance,  aftivity,  forefight,  pro- 
found knowledge  of  all  the  rules  of  the  art-military, 
and  of  all  the  ftratagcms  of  war,  indefatigable  atten- 
tion to  inform  bimfelf  in  every  thing  j  and  laftly,  a 
'      •  ^  C  c  3  wonder- 
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A.  R.  535'  wonderful  addrcfs  in  improving  occafions  of  times, 
^'      places,  and  perfons ;  and  in  making  them  all  fubfcr- 
vicnt  to  his  views. 

I  cannot  pardon  the  Roman  People  for  having, 
through  prejudice  for  a  fadious  perfon  that  knew  how 
to  flatter  them,  oppofed  fo  formidable  an  enemy  with 
fo  contemptible  a  General  as  Flaminius.  Such  choices, 
and  they  are  not  uncommon,  often  bring  a  Stote  to 
the  very  brink  of  deftruftion. 
Polyb.iu.^     AfToon  as  the  hews  of  the  defeat  of  the  army  near 
Lirixxii.  ^  l^k^  of  Thrafymenus  was  brought  to  Rome,  the 
7.  whole  people  went  to  the  Forum  with  abundance  of 

terror  and  confternation.  The  ladies  running  to  and 
fro  about  the  ftreets,  afked  all  they  met,  what  was 
the  bad  news,  which  had  juft  happened,  and  in  what 
condition  the  army  of  the  Commonwealth  was.  The 
multitude  aflembled  round  the  tribunal  of  harangues; 
and  the  Senate  and  Magiftrates  were  defired  to  repair 
thither,  in  order  to  inform  them  of  what  had  paffcd. 
At  length,  towards  the  evening,  the  Praetor  M.  Pom- 
ponius  appeared  in  public,  lie  fought  no  cvafions 
to  foften  fuch  mournftil  news  :  the  misfortune  was  too 
great  to  admit  of  palliatives.  "  We  have  loft  a  great 
"  battle,"  faid  he.  Though  he  did  not  enter  into 
any  particulars,  fome  perfons  from  conftifed  rumoun, 
relate4  however  diflferent  circumftances  ;  "  That  the 
Conful  had  been  killed  j  that  the  greateft  part  of  the 
troops  had  fallen  in  the  battle  -^  that  only  a  fmall  num- 
ber of  foldiers,  difperfed  by  flight  into  Hetruria,  or 
made  prifoners  by  the  viftor,  had  efcaped  with  life." 
Thofe,  whofe  relations  had  ferved  under  the  Con- 
ful Flaminius,  were  divided  in  thought  by  as  many 
various  anxieties,  as  there  are  different  misfortunes, 
to  which  conquered  troops  are  expofed  -,  and  nobody 
yet  knew  what  they  were  either  to  nope  or  fear.  The 
next  and  the  following  days,  a  multitude  of  citizens 
were  feen  at  the  gates,  but  far  more  women  than 
men,  who  waited  there  the  return  of  their  relations, 
or  of  fuch  as  might  give  fome  account  of  them.  An4, 
if  any  one  of  their  acquainta,nce  arrived,  they  imn^^^ 
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diately  furrounded  him,  and  did  not  quit  him,  ^i^l^?'^^* 
they  had  learnt  all  the  particulars  they  defired  to  know     ^^'^^  * 
from  him.     They  afterwards  returned  to  their  homes 
with  grief  or  joy  in  their  looks,  according  to  the  news 
they  had  heard,  accompanied  by  others  who  either 
congratulated,  or  condoled  witH,  them. 

The  women  diftinguifhed  their  grief  or  joy  ftill 
more  than  the  men.  One  is  faid  to  have  died  at  the 
gates  of  the  city  on  the  unexpefted  appearance  of 
her  fon,  that  returned  from  the  army :  and  another, 
who  had  been  falfely  informed  of  the  death  of  her*s, 
to  have  expired  the  very  moment  fhe  faw  him  enter 
her  houfe,  where  (he  had  given  herfelf  up  to  grief. 
For  fcveral  days,  the  Praetors  kept  the  Senate  affem- 
blcd  from  morning  till  evening,  to  deliberate  upon 
the  meafures  it  was  neceflary  to  take,  and  to  de- 
termine with  what  General,  and  what  troops,  they 
fhould  be  able  to  oppofc  the  viftorious  Carthaginians. 

Before  they  had  fixed  upon  any  meafure,  the  news  i-iv.  xxiu 
of  a  new  misfortune  was  brought  them.  Hannibal *• 
had  defeated  four  thoufand  horfe,  whom  the  Coniul 
Cn.  Servilius  had  fent  to  the  aid  of  his  coUegue,  biit 
who  had  ftopt  Ihort  in  Umbria,  as  foon  as  they  had 
been  apprized  of  what  had  pafled  near  the  lake  of 
Thrafymenus.  This  lofs  made  different  impreflions 
upon  the  people.  Some  confidered  it  as  flight  in 
comparifon  with  that  fuft^ined  before,  which  wholly 
engPbfled  them.  *  Others  did  not  judge  of  this  event 
from  the  lols  in  itfelf :  but  as  the  flighteft  accident 
fuffices  to  deprefs  a  body  already  weakened  by  a  dan- 
gerous illnefs,  whilft  one  in  perfeft  health  can  refift 
a  much  ruder  (hock;  fo  they  believed,  that  the  de- 
feat of  this  cavalry  was  not  to  be  conlidercd  in  itfelf^ 
but  according  to  the  relation  it  had  to  the  exhaufted 
ftrength  of  the  Commonwealth  •,  which  made  it  inca* 

•  Pan,  non  id  quod  acciderat,,  per  fc  sftimare :  fed,  ut  in  alFe^^o 
corpore  quamvis  levis  caufa  map;is,  quam  valido  gravior,  fentiretur) 
jta  turn  asgrv  Sc  affe^^ae  eivitati  quodcumque  adverfi  incident,  non 
rerum  magnitudine,  fed  viribus  extenuatis,  qu»  nihil  quod  aggrara- 
ra  pati  p^eot,  sftimandum  eife.    Lxv. 

C  c  4  pable 
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fi.'R.  ns*  pable  of  fuftaining  the  moft  inconiktefuble  blow,    Iq 
^%i'7?'  fo  fad  a  conjun<5hire  they  had  recourfc  to  a  itmcdyi 

which  had  not  been  employed  a  great  while,  andtc. 

fblved  to  create  a  Pi^tator.    We  (hall  foon  ^  upop 

whom  the  choice  fell. 


DIGRESSION  upon  the  Saturnalia, 

^HE  Saturnalia  were  a  fcaft  inftitutcd  in  !»• 
'^  pour  of  Saturn.  Fable,  which  has  made  a jo4 
of  him^  conceals  the  truth  of  his  hiftory  ui^der  diBcr-i 
ent  fidtions.  Saturn  is  believed  tp  have  been  a  very 
powerful  King.  After  various  events,  being  corh 
quered  by  his  fon  Jupiter,  who  poflefl^  tiiimelf  of 
)iis  throne,  he  retired  to  the  court  of  Janus,  Kifig  ci 
the  Aborigines  in  Italy,  who  gave  him  a  good  rcc?p- 
tion,  *  In  conjundlion  with  him,  he  governed  tfut 
people,  who  were  almoft  lavage,  civilized  their  mam 
pers,  gave  them  laws,  taught  them  to  cultivate  the 
earth,  ^d  invented  the  fickle,  which  was  aiftcrwds 
his  fymbol.  The  peace  and  plenty  which  they  cnjoytd 
during  his  reign,  occafioned  thofe  happy  times  to  be 
called  "  the  Golden  Age  -,"  and  it  was  to  perpewatc 
the  remembrance  of  it,  that  the  feaft  of  the  Suturpali* 
was  inflituted. 

The  particular  intent  of  this  feaft  was  to  rcprefcot 
the  equality,  which  prevailed  in  the  tiroeof  Sawrn 
amongft  men,  who  lived  according  to  the  laws  of 
nature,  without  diverfity  of  conditions ;  flavcry  bring 
introduced  into  the  world  only  by  viokpcc  and  ty- 
ranny. 

This,  feaft  began,  as  is  believed,  in  the  tjmcof  J*- 
pus,  whp  furvived  Saturn,  and  placed  him  in  ^ 

•  Italiae  cultores  primi  Aborigines  fuere:  quoram  rex  fttpHP** 
Unti&iDftitns  fUifle  traditur,  utneqne  fervknt  fab  '^^  !1^^^1^' 
peqne  qukqtum  privatse  rei  habueiit  j  fed  omnia  aunnHHUV.*  ^^ 
irifa  omnibui  fuerint,  velutt  vuuim  cun^iis  patrimoniaiD  e**  *J" 
fn»jtt8  exempli  imemoriam  cautom  eft,  nt  Saturnalibuf  exeqoato.  ^* 
nium  jure  paiRm  in  conviviit  fcrvi  com  doxiu]u&recoab<^  ^ 
TIN.  xliij.  !•  , 
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number  of  the  Gods.    It  was  originally  only  a  popu- 
lar folemnity.     TuUus  Hoftilius  gave  this  cuflotn  in 
Rome  the  fanftion  of  the  public  autltoritjr,  and  raHed 
it  to  the  rank  of  a  fieftival  eflablifhcd  by  law :  ,at  Icaft, 
he  made  fuch  a  vow.    It  appears,  that  this  tow  was  oion.iiai. 
not  performed  till  the  ConfuUhip  of  A.  Sempronius  i"/  '7S' 
and  M.  Minucius,  in  whofe  time  a  temple  wasdcdi- J^^'"***' 
catcd  to  Saturn,  which  became  the  public  trcafury  of  ' 
the  Roman  People,  {^erarinm)  where  the  public  money 
and  afts  were  kept.     At  the  fame  time  the  feaft  of 
the  Saturnalia  was  inftituted  in  all  the  forms.     The 
celebration  of  them  was  probably  difcontinued  after- 
wards, and  re-eftabliflied  in  perpetnum^  in  the  fccond 
Punic  war,  and  the  Confulfhip  of  Servilius  and  Fla-  lW.  «ii, 
minius,  as  we  have  faid  before.  *• 

Thqr  •  were  days  of  rejoicing,  which  were  palTed 
yn  feafting.  The  Romans  then  laid  afide  the  Toga, 
and  appeared  in  public  in  the  Tunica,  or  drcfs  ufed 
fit  table.  They  lent  each  other  prefents,  in  the  man- 
ner of  new-year's  pfts,  which  were  called  Apvfborita^ 
pnd  gave  their  name  to  the  laft  book  of  Martial's 
epigrams.  Games  of  chance,  prohibited  at  other 
times,  were  then  allowed.  The  Senate  adjourned : 
the  afiairs  of  the  bar  were  fufpended ;  and  the  fchook 
were  fliut.  It  was  thought  a  had  omen  to  begin  a 
war,  and  to  pvuiiih  criminals,  during  a  time  facred 
to  pleafuce. 

The  children  proclaimed  the  ieaft,  by  running 
through  the  ftrcets  the  day  before,  and  crying  out, 
h  Sattimalia.  There  are  medals  ftill  in  being  with 
thofe  words  upon  them.  The  fevcre  raillery,  which  i>i^lx* 
the  famQus  Narcifius,  Claudius's  frcedman,  fuffined,^'^' 
i$  founded  on  thofe  words.  When  that  Emperor 
fent  him  into  the  Gauls  to  appeafe  a  iedicion,  which 
had  arofe  amongft  the  troops,  upon  his  afcending  the 
pibunal  in  order  to  harangue  the  army,  the  foldiers 
pried  QUf  Jo  SfitMrmiiMf  by  way  of  implying^  that  i( 

«  SHiraftAt  lMra4te  Cic.Splft.^  Attic,  T(«q< 
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ivas  the  fead  of  the  Saturnalia  when  the  (laves  add 
as  xnafters. 

TThis  feftival  continued  only  one  day  at  firft :  but 
in  procefs  of  time  it  lafted  three,  then  five,  and  at 
kngth  feven^  including  the  two  days  of  a  contiguous 
feihval  in  it.  It  was  celebrated  in  the  month  ^De- 
cember xiv.  *  KaL  Jan. 

The  moft  fingular  and  remarkable  of  the  cuftoms 
.obferved  during  the  Saturnalia,  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  flaves ;  and  it  is  for  that  reafon  I  have  referved 
it  for  the  end  of  this  head.  I  have  already  obfcrvcd, 
that  this  feaft  had  been  principally  inftituted  toprt- 
fcrve  the  remembrance  of  the  primitive  and  natural 
equality,  which  fubfifted  between  all  mankind.  It 
•f-  was  for  this  reafon,  that  the  power  of  the  maftcrs 
over  the  flaves  was  fufpended  at  that  time.  Thcjr 
made  it  a  diverfion  to  change  condition  and  dre& 
with  them.  They  gave  them  authority  over  the 
whole  houie,  which  obeyed  them  like  a  little  Repub- 
lic. They  ordered  them  to  be  treated  with  the  fame 
rcfpedt  and  duty  as  themfelves.  They  not  only  ad- 
mitted them  to  their  tables,  but,  according  to  Ather 
AAen.  nasus,  ferved  them  there.  To  conclude,  they  gave 
^^*  ^^''  them  the  liberty  to  fay  and  do  all  they  thought  fit 
.  This  is  the  privilege,  which  Horace  permitted  his 
ilave  Davus  to  ufe,  who  defired  to  tell  him  abundance 
of  things,  but  was  afraid  of  offending  him.  "  Ufe** 
fays  his  mailer  to  him,  "  the  liberty  which  themon* 
*•  of  December  gives  thee/* 

:js*t.»2.  Jge:  Ubertate  Vecembri 

(^uando  ita  majm$  volueruni)  utere :  nana. 

The  fupreme  power,  which  mailers  had  over  their 
flaves,  might  eafily  degenerate  into  cruelty  and  ty- 

•  The  xiv.  ICal.  Jan.  in  the  year  of  Numa,  uvhen  the  month  of  De- 
cember had  only  19  days,  was  the  1 7th  of  December.  After  the  re- 
formation of  the  calendar  by  Csiar,  which  gave  31  days  to  tvt 
month,  it  was  the  nineteenth.    •  •  .  1   *r 

f  Inftitnerunt  diem'feftum,  quo  toon  fdlum  cum  fervis  dotnini  va- 
cerentur,  fed  quo  utique  honores  illis  in  domo  gerere,  jui  dicere  per- 
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nnny.  The  cuftom,  of  which  we  are  fpeaking,  had 
been  wifely  eftabliflied  to  make  them  remember,  that 
•  (laves  were  men  as  well  as  themfelves,  and  confe- 
quently  ought  to  be  treated  with  humanity,  and  con- 
fidered  by  their  mafters  as  a  kind  of  companions  and 
friends  of  an  inferior  clais.  f  It  was  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon,  that  at  Rome  in  the  folemnity  moft  capable  o^* 
infpiring  fentiments  of  vanity  and  haughtinefs,  I  mean 
the  triumph,  wherein  the  victor  feated  in  his  pompous 
chariot,  exhibited  himfelf  as  a  fpedacle  to  die  whole 
people,  care  was  taken  to  place  a  flave  behind  him» 
who  put  him  in  mind  from  time  to  time,  to  remem- 
ber that  he^was  a  man. 

Every  body  knows  how  cruelly  the  Lacedaemonians 
treated  the  Helots,  who  were  their  (laves.     This  was 
not  the  pradice  at  Rome ;  and  Plutarch  gives  a  very  Uttt.  la 
natural  and  fenfible  reafon  for  it,     «  At  that  time,"  Corioiaiu 
fpeakingof  the  infancy  of  the  Commonwealth,  "  (laves  ^  **** 
were  ufed  with  abundance  of  humanity,  their  mailers 
con(idering  them  rather  as  their  companions  than  their 
bondmen  j  becaufe  they  worked,  and  lived  with  them 
in  the  country.    For  that  reafon  they  behaved  with  a 

treat  deal  of  goodnefs  to  them,  and  afforded  them  a 
ind  of  freedom  and  familiarity,  that  very  much  foft- 
^ncd  their  condition." 

Not  to  mention  views  of  religion,  mailers  only  gain 
by  a  mild  and  humane  treatment  of  their  fervants« 
+ Love  lerves  with  a  quite  different  zeal  and  fidelity  from 
i^ar.  Seneca  congratulates  one  of  his  friends  upon 
his  kind  and  gentle  ufage  of  his  (laves ;  and  exhorts 

milenint,  &  domum  pufiUam  rempublicam  efle  judicavenmt.  Sbnec* 
Epift.  47. 

•  Servi  funt  ?  imo  homines.  Servi  funt  f  imo  contubemales.  'Setri 
fant  ?  imo  bumiles  amici.    Senbc.  £p.  47. 

f  Hominem  te  efle  etiam  triumphans  in  rublimlffimo  illo  curra  ad- 
monetur.    Suggeritur  enim  a  tergo:  Rbspicb  post  tit.  Ho  mi  it  km 

MEUBNTO  TE  ETIAM.      TB&TULL.  Apoiog.  Cap.  33. 

£t  iibi  ConTul 
Neplaccat,  fervus  curru  portatur  eodcm.    Juv.Sat.X 

I  Fidelius  &  gratius  femper  obfequium  eft,  quod  ab  amorei  quam 
quod  a  metu  proficifcitar.  Hieron^  ad  Celantiaoi.  « 

him 
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him  ftmngly  not  to  regard  the  *  fmolous  and  cmjuft 
r^toaches  of  thofe^  who  diflike  his  familiarizisig 
himfttf  with  his  fervants,  and  his  not  midcitig  theid 
fenfible  of  his  (liperioritf  by  the  pride  aad  i]w>leiioa 
«f  his  behariow. 

Befides  this  there  were  flakes  at  Rome  of  extnor^ 
dkiary  merit,  both  for  natural  parts  and  die  fciencca^ 
for  TTitue  and  fidelity,  f  Skyery  extends  ftO  faither 
than  the  body ;  the  foul  is  not  within  its  power.  The 
body  may  be  bought  and  (cAA :  but  tne  foul  is  fnt 
and  independant.  This  is  (6  true,  fays  Seneca,  that 
we  have  neither  a  right  to  exa6fc  obedience  from  them» 
nor  are  they  obliged  to  obey  us,  in  dU  things.  They 
arc  not  to  eacecute  ordert  againft  the  State,  nor  to  per- 
petuate any  crime  at  our  bidding. 

Pan  of  what  I  have  fttd  upon  the  Saturnalia  if  ex^ 
tra6fced  from  a  brief  memoir  on  the  fame  fufe^eft)  which 
is  treated  a»  large  in  Macrobius^  and  in  the  Dialogue 
of  Lipfius  upon  that  feftival. 

REFLECTION  upon  the  Vows  made  by  the 
ROMANS. 

tT  was  not  without  reafon,  that  die  Roman  Peo^ 
*  were  extremely  enraged,  and  alarmed,  by  the  im- 
pious refufal  of  the  Conful  Flaminms  to  obferve  die 
religious  ceremonies,  enjoined  the  Coniuk,  before 
they  frt  out  from  Rome  for  die  war.  One  of  the 
moft  common  of  them  was  to  make  vows,  and  offer 
facrifices  in  the  Capitol,  in  order  to  draw  down  the 
divine  protcftion  upon  their  arms.    The  Confals  nc- 

*  Non  eft  quod  faftidiofi  H  otirment»  ^qq  minnt  ftnrit  tuit  biUnm 
U  iMioa^i  k  aaafiiperbe  titftaonm*    Skmbc.  Spift.  47. 

t  Errat,  a  quis  cxiftimat  (ervitutem  in  Mtma  booiintai  deietnderes 
part  melior  ejus  excepta  eft.  Coqx)ra  obnoxia  faBt,  &  afcripta  do- 
sninii :  xnent  qaidem  fui  juris.  Corpus  itaque  eft,  quod  domino  for- 
tuna  tradidit :  hoc  emit,  hoc  vend  it.  Interior  ilia  vt\n  manripio  dart 
non  poteft.  Ab  hac  quicquid  venit,  libenuA  eft.  Ndn  enim  ant  not 
MDVia  jttfaeve  poflkauis,  aut  in  omnia  parere  coguntur.  Contra  irm- 
publicam  imperau  non  6Miatti  nuik  iccleri  mmtitn  rnmrnndifciiKri 
Sjiiisc.  de  Benef.  iii,  ao. 

vcr 

X 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


REFiicTioH  upon  the  Vows  made  by  the  RaitANS.       ^97 

v<r  took  the  fields  till  they  bad»  pteviQufly  ta  all 
things^  difcharged  that  duty ;  aod  ao  war  was  under- 
fidcea  till  that  was  firft  done.  In  the  very  wai  of 
which  we  have  been  fpeakiog»  the  *  Prastor  made 
vows,  10  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the  Roman 
Pec^,  *^  in  cafe  the  CommonwealUxJQbtQuld  continue 
during  ten  years  in  the  fiate  wherein  it  then  ai6hjally 
was/*  When  the  Roman  People  made  war  againll  Liv.xnfL 
Antiochus,  they  promifed  to  cau&  the  gteai;  Roman  *^ 
gaoKs  in  honour  of  Jupiter  to  be  celebrated  during 
ten  days  fucceffi vely^  if  that  war  was.  fuccelsful  f  The 
i^eneimls  often»  m  the  very  heat  of  battle,  made  vows 
whea  the  army  was  in  dan^r.  For  the  time  to  ^^ 
drcis  vows  to  die  Divinity  is  whea^ere  is  no  rdburce 
to  be  had  from  man.  The  Roman  hiibuy  abounds 
with  fads,  of  this  kind. 

But  the  cuftpm  of  making  vowa  was.noc  peculiar 
CO  the  Roman  People.  It  is  ^  all  times  and  all  nar 
lions,  and  confequently  is  derived  &om  revelatioff^ 
For  an  univerfal  cuilom  is  a.mfini&ft  proof  of  a  gener 
ra).  tradition  come  down  from  the  6xit  family,  ^om 
which  all  mankind  are  dcfcended  And  not  only 
Sutes  and  Republics,  but  private  perfonsi.  have  in 
all  times  made  it  a  praftice  to  make  vows  to  God,  in 
order  to  obtain  from  him  even  their  temporal  wants. 
.  To  confult  onl^  the  light  of  human  reaiba».  one 
might  perhaps  believe,  that  it  is  not  treating  the  Df- 
vinity  with,  fiifficicnt  refpeft,  to  make  him  defcend  to 
filch  inconfiderable  particularities,  as:  the  t:are  offi^. 
plying  us.  with  Ae  things,  ncccffary  to  !!fe  j  or-ctf,  ftj- 
|mlatmg  with  him,  that,  if  he  will  vodchfafetatdtf 
that  care  upon  him,  we  on  our  fide  will  dirchai^cii> 
tain  duties,  to  which  we  oblige  ourfehes  only  on  tftat 
condition.  But  thofe  who  judge  in.  this- manner  of 
vows,  are  in  an  error. 

•  Phetor  vota  T\ift>icefrc  jaffiu,  t  in  decern  atmoslM^tibCca  eodem 
lUtsflet  ftatu.    Li V.  xxi.  6t. 
t  BeUoaa«  fihodie  n^bli  vidpnam  duUj  aft  ego  rfbi  templmn.To^ 

TCO.    Liv. 
f  Turn  praecipue  ^otonun  locus  erat,  citoi  fjftl  imllus  eflbt.  VLitt. 

TU1«  16. 
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God,  by  this  means,  has  thought  fit  to  preieive  in 
the  minds  of  all  the  people  of  the  earth,  a  clear  idea 
of  his  Providence ;  of  the  care  which  he  takes  of  all 
men  in  particular ;  of  the  fuprcme  authority  whkh 
he  rcferves  to  himfclf  over  all  the  events  of  their  lives  5 
of  his  entire  liberty  to  fubftitute  nature  and  all  things 
to  his  will ;  and  of  his  attention  to  thofe  who  call  tipra 
him,  and  have  recourfe  to  him  in  their  need. 
^^'  ?*  The  Pagans  have  acknowledged  this  truth.  Seneca, 
4,  *  *^'  in  refuting  Epicurus,  who  pretended,  that  die  Divi- 
nity did  not  interfere  in  any  kind  of  human  afiairs, 
employs  the  common  opinion  and  univerfal  cuftomof 
mankind  in  this  point,  as  an  invincible  argument 
againft  him.  f  To  think  as  Epicurus  does,  fays  he, 
bne  muft  be  ignorant  that  in  all  places,  in  all  times, 
amongft  all  nations,  men  have  lif^d  up  their  fuppliant 
hands,  and  made  vows  to  heaven,  for  the  attainment 
orits  graces.  Would  they  aft  in  this  manner,  would 
they  all  be  fo  flupid  and  extravagant  to  addrcfs  thdr 
ipraycrs  and  vows  to  a  Divinity,  wliom  they  bdieved 
deaf  and  impotent  ?  And  is  not  this  general  concur- 
rence a  certain  proof  of  their  internal  convidtion,  that 
God  both  hears  and  grants  their  requefts  ? 


DIGRESSION  upon  the  PUBLICANS. 

A  S  the  Publicans  will  be  fpoken  of  hereafter,  I 
•"^  think  myfelf  obliged  to  give  the  reader  tome 
jQight  idea  of  diem.  I  (hall  reduce  what  I  have  to 
fay  upon  this  head  to  two'arjticles.  In  the  firft,  I 
ihall  treat  of  the  revenues  of  the  Roman  People  ^  in 
die  fecond,  of  the  Publicans,  who  were  the  fanners 
or  receivers  of  thofe  revenues. 

.^^  Hocouididt,  non  exaudit  preeantium  vocei,  Sc  undiqae  fublt* 
tis  in  ccelum'  mahibus  vota  fa'cientium  privata  ac  pubtica.  Q^ 
wofedto  non  fieret»  nee  in  hunc  furorem  omnes  mortales  conienfif- 
lent,  alloquendi  furda  numina  &  ineflicaces  deos  j  nifi  noflbnt  illorum 
beneficia  nunc  ultro  oblata>  nunc  orantibus  data. 
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A  R  T  I  C  L  E    L 

Of  the  revenues  of  the  Roman  People. 

tTpHE  revenues  of  the  Roman  People  confifted 
-*•  principally  in  two  kinds  of  impofts,  which  were 
raifed  either  upon  die  citizens,  or  the  ^ies  of  the  em- 
pire: ^ribulum  and  VeSigal.  I  ihall  call  them 
Taxes  and  Tributes,  though  perhaps  thofe  words  do 
pot  exactly  render  the  Latin  terms.  We  fhallfcc 
their  difference  in  the  fequel. 

S  E  C  T.    L 

Of  the  Taxes. 

THE  tax,  Tributumj  was  a  'perfonal  contribution, 
which  Princes  or  Commonwealths  raifed  upon 
their  fubjefts  to  fupport  the  expences  of  the  State, 

The  tax  at  firft  was  paid  Rome  eaually  and  by  the 
heady  without  diftindion  either  of  euate  or  condition*  / 
Senrius  TuUius,  the  fixth  King  of  the  Romans,  abo- 
lifhed  this  cuftom,  and  regulated  the  contributions  by 
ithe  eftates  of  every  particular;  as  we  have  fliewn  in 
fpeaking  of  the  inftitution  of  the  Cenfus.  They  were 
not  cpnfidcrable  at  firft.     But  when  Rome  began  to 

S'vc  the  foldiers  pay,  who  till  then  had  fcrved  at 
eir  own  expcnce,  the  contributions  perpetually  aug- 
mented with  the  occafions  of  the  State.     They  were 
of  two  kinds :  the  one  ordinary  and  fixed ;  the  other 
extraordinary^  which  were  raifed  only  in  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  Commonwealth  •,  as  happened  the  538th 
year  of  Rome  in  the  Confulfhip  of  (^  Fabius  Maxi-  j^^  ^^j^^ 
nius  and  M.  Claudius  Marcellus,  when  particulars  n/ 
were  taxed  a  certain  fum  according  to  their  eftates, 
for  equipping  a  fleet,  and  fupplying  it  with  mariners. 
Thefe  taxes  continued  to  be  raifed  upon  private 
perfons,  till  the  586th  "Vear  of  Rome.    Paulus  -flEmi- 
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Cic.  de  Iius  at  that  time  caufed  fuch  confideraUe  Aims  of  gold 
oflicii.76.  ^^  giygr  tQ  be  carried  into  the  public  traifury^  of 
the  fpoils  taken  from  Perfeus^  the  laft  King  of  Macc^ 
donia,  that  the  Commonwealth  was  in  a  condition 
entirely  to  take  off  all  taxes  ftom  the  citizens ;  and 
they  enjoyed  that  exemption,  till  the  year  after  the 
death  of  Julius  Csefar . 

I  cannot  forbear  inferong  in  this  place  a  ciraun* 
fiance,  which  Cicero  adds  to  what  I  iMve  juft  been 
ikying  of  Paiirfus  ^milius^  and  which  is  highly  fer 
his  honotir.  After  hwin^  related  that  he  caufed  iao- 
menfe  fums  to  be  earned  mto  the  public  treafwy, 
^<^  As  to  himfelf,  fays  he^  he  carried  nothing  inco  hk 
own  houfe,  except  immortal  glory.'*  yti  bic  nihil  do- 
fmimfuam  prater  mgmoriam  maminis  immortaltm  detuUi, 
How  noble  and  extraordinary  was  fnch  difinterefted- 
nefs !  • 

SECT.    ir. 
Of  the  Tributes  or  hnpofis. 

SO  I  can  what  the  Romans  termed  VeSigaSa.  Thefc 
rcTcmics  in  the  early  times  of  the  CommoAwedth 
were  of  three  forts,  and  were  raiftd  either  upon  hnds} 
paftorages  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth ;  or  cut 
toms  for  the  importation  or  exportation  of  merchant* 
dize  :  thefe  were  called  Btcunuty  Scriptwray  Portm-ium* 
DECUMiE,  or  tktim^.    When  the  Rontans  had 
conquered  a  pcc^fc,  either  in  or  out  of  Italy,  thcydc^ 
prlvied  them  of  part  of  then-  territory,  p«t  of  which 
they  difkributcd  amongft  ritizem  whq^  fettled  tlierc  as  a 
colony,  and  referved  the-  property  of  the  reft  to  the 
State,  which  they  furrncd  to  pamctrkrs,  upon  condi- 
tion of  paying  a  tenth  of  the  profits  of  iuch  lands  t$ 
the  Roman  People. 
The  tenths  weBe  not  railed'  ?n  Ae  feme  manner  in 
m  ^t%l     ^^^  *^  provinccsw    From  fome  a  certairr  ouandty  of 
*"    **     grain,  or  fixed  firni  of  money,  was  cxaaed^  as  in 
Spain,  and  Africa;  and  this  imfoft  was  called  J^«S%arf 

certumi 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIGRESSION  upon  the  PUBLICANS.  401 

cntum  -,  becaufc  it  was  always  the  fame,  whether  the 
year  were  good  or  bad,  or  the  lands  prdduced  much 
or  little.  Other  provinces, '  as  Afia,  were  treated 
more  favourably,  and  paid  only  the  tenth  precifely ; 
fo  that  the  Roman  People  (hared  in  the  nfisrortune  of 
barren  years. ,  'Sicily  Was  treated  in  the  fatae  manner*, 
and  with  ftill  greater  favour. 

Corn  w^s  brought  from  Sicily  (as  ilfd  from  the  other 
provinces)  under  three  dertominatidns ;  which  corrf, 
according  to  thofe  three  differences,  Was  cdled  cither 
decumanumj  emptum^  dr  iejiimatum. 

FrumentutH  Decumanum  was  the  tertlh  of  the  corn 
produced  by  each  hulbandmart's  lands,  with  which  he 
was  obliged  to  fupply  the  Roman  People  ^r^Z/V. 

Emptum  was  the  corn  which  the  Roman  People 
bought  for  the  occafions  of  the  State,  on  which  they 
fct  me  price  thcmfelves. 

jEftifnatum  was  the  com  confumed  in  the  Praetor's 
houfe,  with  which  the  province  was  obliged  to  ilipply 
him.  He  fometimes  received  it  in  money,  and  fixed 
the  Value  on  it  himftlf. 

The  tenths  of  wine,  oil,  and  the  lower  Ipecles  of  Cic.  i.  ia 
grain  were  alfo  paid.  ^*"'* 

ScRiPTURA.  This  was  the  revenue,  which  the 
Roman  People  raifed  upon  the  pafture-lands,  df 
which  the  property  was  in  the  Commonwealth,  and 
which  was  farmed  to  particulars.  It  was  fo  called, 
becaufe  the  number  of  cattle,  which  particulars  were 
to  put  into  thofe  pafturages,  were  regiftered ;  and  it 
was  by  that  number  the  yearly  fums  they  engaged  t6 
pay  were  regulated. 

FoRTORiuM.  The  duties  laid  upon  merchandife 
brought  through  the  gates  of  cities,  and  into  fea-porti, 
or  carried  out  of  them,  werefo  called. 

There  was  alfo  another  impoft  diftinft  from  the 
foregoing,  which  was  Called  vicefima  manumifcrum: 
this  was  the  twentieth  of  the  value  at  which  each  flave 
made  free  was  eftimated,  and  which  was  carried  into 
the  public  treafury.  It  was  eftablilhed  by  the  Conful 
Cn.  Manlius  in  the  camp  -,  a  thing  upprecedejited.  J^J^*  ^w- 
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The  Senate,  however,  paffed  that  law,  becaule  that 
impoft  brought  in  a  great  revenue  to  the  Comfnon- 
wealth.  *  Cicero  obferVes^  that  it  ftill  fubMcd  in 
ills  time,  even  after  all  Italy  was  exempt  from  taxes 
tKo  in  and  duties.  The  Emperor  CaTiguk  doubled  thu 
Exc.lxxu.'duty  one  half. 

The  Romans  had  alfp  a  revenue  from  the  making 
and  fale  of  fait.  This  tax  is  what  the  French  now 
Liv.i.s3«  call  la  Gabelle.  The  King  Ancus  Marcius  was  d^ 
Uv.  iL  9*  firft  who  eftablilhed  fait- works-  Thofe  who  farmed 
them  felling  the  fait  too  dear,  the  duty  was  taken 
out  of  their  hands ;  and  to  «afe  the  people,  they  were 
afterwards  ufed  in  the  name  of  the  public  by  cemmif- 
fioners,  who  rendered  an  account  of  their  admiiHftra- 
tion.     This  was  in  the  year  of  Home  246. 

This  change  was  made  for  the  advants^e  of  the 

people^  and  fait,   during  more  than  three  liuAdred 

Liv«  xxix.  years»   continued  exempt  from  all  duties.    In  the 

l548t^  year  of  Ronae,  a  tax  was  laid  qp^n  it  for  the 

^fft  time  in  the  Ccnfoffliip  of  Ibt.Lxvius  and  C  Clau- 

.    dius.     The  price  of  fait  had  been  till  then  at  Ibeme 

and  throughout  Italy,  the  fixth  part  of  Ae  As^  which 

is  not  quite  fo  much  as  the  iixth«ft)ur  penny  :  Sex- 

■Jantefal&  Rom^y  fc?  per  totam  Itatiam  tfat.    Livy  does 

;not  explain  wh^  c^uantity  of  fait  was  fignilied  fay  the 

"word  [dl:  it  is  to  be  undcrftood  of  liis  owii  times. 

X-ivius  is  believed  to  have  been  the  author  of  thisim* 

j)oft,  and  to  have  inftituted  it  by  way  of  revenge  iq>- 

onthe  people  for  the  unjuft  judgment  they  had  tfior- 

iherly  puffed  agairift  him  ;  and  for  that  rcaion  he  .was 

furnamcd  Salinaton     We  do  not  find  in  .any  author  to 

what  this  duty  amounted. 

The  mines  of  iron,  filver  and  gold,  ^cre  iin\pttacd3 

.  jof  time  a  very  great  revenue  to  the  Romans.    JPoIy- 

strab.  iii.  bius,  as  citcd  by  Strabo,  tells  us^  tliat  in  his  time 

**7«         there  were  forty  thoufand  men  employed  in  the  jnioes 

,in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carthagena  \  and  that -they 

•  Portoriis  Italiac,  fublatis-— --quod  veAigftl  fupereft  domrfticQ^f 
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every  day  produced  the  Roman  People  five  and 
twenty  thoufand  drachmas,  that  is,  about  fix  hundred 
pounds. 

The  public  trcafury  of  Rome  was  confiderably  en- 
riched by  the  fpoils  brought  into  it  by  the  Generals  afi 
their  return  froip  their  viftories,  efpecially  When  they 
were  as  difinterefted  as  Paulus  -^Emilius,  of  whom  we 
have  fpoken  before. 

It  is  a  misfortune,  that  antient  authors  have  left  us 
no  particular  detail  either  of  the  amount  of  the  feveral 
taxes  and  tributes  paid  to  the  Romans,  or  of  the 

§rofs  of  the  revenues  of  the  State.  They  were  un- 
oubtedly  very  moderate  in  the  beginning :  but  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  Conjmon wealth,  they  had  ^ug* 
mented  in  proportion  to  its  conquefts  and  dominions* 
Appian,  in  an  exprefs  work,  treated  all  that  related 
to  the  forces,  revenues,  and  expcnces  of  the  Em- 
pire :  but  that  book  is  joft,  with  the  grcateft  part  of 
iiis  hiftory. 

Plutarch  tells  usf  that  Pompey,  in  his  triumph  plut.  m 
over   Mithridates,  caufed  infcriptions  in  great  cha-^onap- 
rafters  to  be  carried,  wherein  was  read,  that  till  then 
the  public  revenues  had  amounted  annually  to  only 
five  thoufand  myriads,   or  fifty  millions   of    Attic 
drachmas,  that  is  to  fay,  to  about  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  •,  arid  that  from  his  conquefts 
the  Romans  had  augmented  their  revenue  eight  thou- 
fand five  hundred  myriads,  or  fourfcore  and  five  milli* 
'^ns  of  drachmas,  that  is  to  fay,  about  two  millions  one 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Thefc  two  fums 
added  together,  made  about  three  millions  three  hun* 
dred  thoufand  pounds  fterling*     Afia  only  is  hefe  in 
queftion.     The  conqueft  of  the  Gauls,  and  that  of 
Egypt,  farther  augmented  the  revenues  of  the  Roman 
People.     The  tribute   impofed  by  Caefar  upon  the  suet.  in 
Gauls,  according  to  Suetonius  and  Eutropius,  amount-  Cacf.  xxv. 
ed   to  ten  millions  of  drachmas,  or  about  two  hun- J^^**^^^^ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fccrling.     And,  ac- veil  Pat. 
cording  to  Velleius  Paterculus,  Egypt  paid  almoft  as  ii.  39- 
much  as  Gaul. 
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After  having  fpoken  of  the  revenues  of  the  Ronuui 
People,  it  is  neceifary  to  add  fomething  in  relpeft  lo 
thoie  who  were  appointed  to  coUcft  them« 


ARTICLE    U!f^^t 
Of  the  Publicans.     ^--   " 

rpHOSE,  who  coUeded  the  public  revenues,  weir 
-**  fo  called,  and  were  much  the  fame  as  the  Fermieri 
GenerauXj  Receivers-general,  in  France.  The  Roman 
Knights  ufually  exercifed  this  funftion.  The  order 
of  Knights  were  in  great  confideration  at  Rome,  and 
a  kind  of  middle  rank  between  the  Senators  and  the 
People.  Their  inftitution  was  as  early  as  Romulus. 
They  did  i;iot  attain  the  great  offices,  nor  enter  the 
Senate,  as  long  as  they  continued  in  the  order  of 
Knights  :  which  made  them  the  more  capable  of  em- 
ploying themfelves  in  collcdbinc  the  revenues  of  the 
Roman  People. 

They  confifted  of  feveral  different  focieties,  into 
which  three  forts  of  perfons  were  admitted :  Mancipcs, 
or  Redemptoresy  who  took  the  farms  in  their  names  \ 
PradeSj  thofe  who  were  fecurity  for  them  ;  Socii^  Af- 
fociates,  who  entered  into  a  kind  of  partnerfhip  with 
the  reft,  and  divided  the  lofTes  and  gams  with  them. 

The  farms  of  the  public  revenues,  whether  of  Italy 
or  the  provinces,  could  be  configned  only  at  Rome, 
and  in  the  prefence  of  the  People :  and  this  was  done 
by  the  Cenfors. 

When  any  difficulty  arofe,  either  in  refped  to  the 
diminution  or  cancelling  a  leafe,  or  any  thing  of  the 
like  nature,  the  affair  was  referred  to  the  Senate,  who 
decided  fupremely  in  fuch  cafe.  For  thefc  farmers 
ran  great  rifks. .  Cicero,  in  his  fine  difcourfe  to  the 
People,  to  induce  them  to  give  Pompey  the  command 
of  the  war  againft  Mithridates,  reprefents  in  a  very 
lively  manner  the  extreme  danger,  to  which  that  war 
cxpofcd  thofe,  who  coUeftcd  the  public  revenues  in 
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Afia.     ♦  That  province  excelled  all  the' reft  of  the 
empire,  as  well  for  the  fertility  of  the  countries,  and 
variety  of  their  produftions,  as  the  extent  of  its  paC- 
tures,  and  multiplicity  of  merchandizes  exported  from 
thence  to  other  places;     Now  the  rumour  only  of  war, 
and  the  neighbourhood  of  an  enemy's  troops,  ruins 
an  whole  country,  even  before  they  have  made  any 
irruption   into  it ;  becaufe  at   that  time  the  care  of 
breeding  cattle,  and  the  cultivation  of  lands,  are  aban- 
doned ;  and  commerce '  by  fea  entirely  interrupted. 
Thus  all  the  fources,  from  which  the  produft  of  the 
farms  is  derived,  being  ftopt  and  dried  up,  the  far-- 
mcrs  are  incapable  of  performing  their  engagements, 
and  of  paying  the  funis  agreed  on  for  their  leafes. 
'  Cicero  infifts  much  upon  this  inconvenience,-  and 
ibcaks  of  the  farmers-general  in  a  manner  that  fhews 
tne  exceeding  confideration  he  had  for  them.  -  **  If 
f  we  have  always  believed,  fays  he,  that  the'  revenues 
^rifing  from  taxes  and  impofts,-  are  the  nerves  of  the 
Commonwealth,  we  ought  to  cbnfider  the  Orderi  that 
takes  upon  itfelf  the  care  of  railing  them,  as  the  fup- 
portof  all  the  other  bodies  of  the  State."    Cicero 
ofes  the  fame  language  every  where  in  his  difcourfes.- 
And  indeed  they  did  the  Commonwealth  great  fervicc, 
and  were  often  its  refource  in  calamitous  times,  and 
On  preffing  occafions.'    Livy  relates,  (as  we  fhall  af- 
ter him)  that  after  the  battle  of  Cannae,  the  Praetor 
Fulvius,  having  reprefented  the  incapacity  of  Rome 
either  to  fend  the  provifions  and  cloathing,  that  were 
abfolutely  neceflary,  to  Spain,  J  exhorted  the  people 

*  Aiiai  tarn  optima  eft  &  fertili8»  ut  Pubertate  agrorum,  &  varie* 
tatt  fruduum^  Sc  inagnitu4ine  paftionuniy  &  muUitudine  earum  re- 
rum  quse  exportantur,  'facile  omnibus  terris  antecellat.f— Pecora  re- 
linquuntur,  agricultura  deferitur^  mercatorum  navigatio  conquiefciu 
Ita  neque  m  portn,  neque  ex  decumis,  neque  ex  icriptura  ved^igal 
confervari  {toteft.  Quare  faepe  totius  anni  tru6tus  uno  rumore  peri- 
cull,  atque  uno  belli  tcrVore,  amittitur.  Pro  Leg.  MaKil.  14,  15. 
:  t  Si  veftigalia  nervos  effe  Reip.  Temper  duximu8»  eum  certe  ordi- 
pem  qui  exercet  ilia,  finnamentum  ceterorum  ordlnmn  re6te  efle  di- 
cemuB.    Ibid. 

X  Cohortandos,  qui  redempturis  auxiffent  patrimonia,  ut  reipub- 
^cap,  ex  qua  creviflentj  tempus  commodarent.    L^v,  xxxiii.  4.8. 
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pf  bufinefs,  who  had  augmented  their  fortunes  by  the 
fftrrns,  to  ajSK^  the  Commonwealth  which  had  enriched 
th^m,  by  making  advances  for  its  fervice,  th^t  {hould 
be  pundually  reimburfed.  And  thi^  they  did  with 
a  readinefs  and  joy,  that  aigued  their  zeal  for  the 
public  good. 

It  was  not  deemed  criminal  in  them  to  have  acquir- 
ed riches  by  collc<^ng  the  public  revenues.    Nothing 
IS  more  juft  and  legal  than  fuch  gains  when  moderate  i 
and  they  &em  to  have  been  thought  io  in  refpe£l  to 
the  perfons,  of  whom  we  are  now  fpeaking  5  as  they 
are  only  faid  to  havt  augmented  their  patrimony,  q^i 
redmfturis  auxiffen^  patrimcnia.     The  profeflion  there- 
fore of  bufinefs,  far  from  being  reproachable  in  itfclf, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  abfolutely  neceilary  to  a 
State.     Princes,  to  fupport  the  charges  of  it^  to  de* 
^d  it  againfl:  enepues  abroad,  and  to  maintain  tran* 
quility  at  home,  are  obliged  to  lay  taxes  and  impofta 
upon  their  fubiet^s.     A  Roman  Emperor  feemed  to 
defign  to  abolijn  them  entirely,  and  to  makeifo  glorious 
a  prefent  to  n>ankind ;  Mtpupulcberrimumdonumgemtri 
wn^rudtufnfaceret.    The  Senate,  in  praifing  fo  generous 
a  thought,  reprefented  to  him,  that  putting  it  in  exe- 
cution, would  be  to  ruin  the  empire.     It  is  againft 
their  will^  that  Princes  find  themfelves  reduced   to 
this  fad  necefiity,  with  which  not  being  able  to  dif. 
penfe,  their  intention  is,  that,  both  iii  the  impoling 
and  levying  of  taxes,  their  fubje<5i:s  fhould  be  treated 
with  all  poflible  humanity ;  and  they  readily  agree  ia 
f heir  fcntiments  with  a  King  of  Pcrfia,  who  anfweied 
a  Governor  of  a  province,  that  thought  to  make  his 
court  to  him  by  augmenting  the  impofts,    *^  that 
*«  he  was  for  flicking,    and  not  for  flaying,    his 
^*  fhecp,'* 

The  misfortune  is,  th^t  the  intention  of  PriiKes  is 

not  always  followed ;  and  that  thoic  to  whonj  they 

fconfide  their  authority,  fbmetimes  abufe  it  in  a  ftrange 

manner.     And  this  often  rendered  the  name  of  Pubr 

Ep.  1.  ad  lican  odious.     Cicero,  who  declares  fo  much  ia  their 

S^*     favour,  coftfefics  "  that  Italy   and  the  pyovinccs  fr- 
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^iKle4  with  complaints  ^gainft  them  i  *  ancl  that  i% 
was  Ids  upon  the  account  of  the  impolts^  than  their 
cruel  and  unjuft  n^anner  of  exading  them.'*  It  is  ia 
his  line  letter  to  his  brother  Quintius,  who  had  thea 
the  government  of  ^fia,  th^t  he  expl^ns  himfelf 
thus ;,  a  letter^  which  is  a  mafter-piece,  and  which  all 
governors  and  miniftqrs  ought  always  to  have  beforq 
flieir  eyes.  **  He  tells  his  brother,  that  he  will  fin^ 
the  publicans  a  great  obftacle  to  the  proteclion  he  dcr 
figns  to  afford,  and  the  gOQci  he  defires  to  do,  the. 
people  of  his  province.  He  exhorts  him  to  aft  with 
all  pofllble  referve  in  refpeft  to  an  order  of  perfons^ 
to  whom  hi$  brother  ancf  himfelf  have  very  great  ob- 
ligations \  but  fo  however,  that  the  public  good  may 
not fqffer  by  it**.  "  For,**  adds  he,  f  "  ityou  have 
**  a  blind  complacency  for  them  in  all  things,  that 
**  will  be  the  means  to  ruin  inevitably  thoJe  whonj 
**  the  Roman  People  have  confided  to  your  care,  that 
«*  you  might  not  only  be  vigilant  for  their  fafety  and 
**  the  prefcrvation  of  their  lives,  but  for  the  interefts 
**  of  them  all,  and  that  you  might  procure  them  all 
**  the  advantages  that  depend  on  you.  To  judge 
**  rightly  of  things,  this  is  the  only  difficulty  you  wilj 
**  find  in  the  government  of  your  province.** 

The  wife  advice  which  Cicero  gives  his  brother  in 
a  letter,  wherein  he  opens  his  heart  freely  to  him, 
(hews,  what  his  real  thoughts  were  of  the  publicans, 
and  detrafts  very  much  from  the  praifes  he  gives 
them  in  the  puWic  difcourfes,  wherein  he  talks  as  an 
orator. 

Accordingly  we  ihall  be  obliged,  in  the  fequd  of 
this  hiftory,  to  relate  feveral  fafts  not  much  for.  their 
honour  :  and  (bme  of  the  greateft  men  of  the  Com- 
monwealth have  recommended  themfelves  by  nothing 
inore,  th^ndieir  refolution  and  vigilaace  in  redrefiing 

.    *  Noik  tuft  ^6  pcurtDriOf  quam  tk  nonnuUU  poititorum  iDJufiis  que^ 

ari»aiitur. 

.    f  Sia  antei&Qauiibut  in  re)>us  obTeaaenuir,  fondkus^  cos  periitt 

patiemur,  quorum  non  modo  faluti)  Ted  etiam  commodis  Gonfulare 

^bemua.:    mp^^^k  vaa  (fi  Tor^  cogitarc  rolumiur)  ifk  toto  io^pem  tuo 
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die  grievances,  which  the  publicans  made  the  fubjeft^ 
Diod.in  of  the  empire  fuffcr.  Amongft  others,  Q.  Mutius 
Valw^  Scjevok  had  be^n  charged  w)th  the  government  of 
p.  394.  •'^fi^  ^^  ^^^  quality  of  Prastor,  When  he  arrived  in 
his  province,  nothing  was  heard  but  the  cry  of  the 
whole  people  againft  the  unjuft  exaftions  and  inhur 
man  cruelty  of  tkc  publicans.  He  found,  upon  a  fe- 
rious  examination  mto  theiii,  that  thefe  complaints 
were  only  too  well  founded  -,  and  that  his  predeceffors, 
,  either  to  curry  favour  with  the  order  of  Knights, 
which  was  very  powerful  then  ^t  Rome,  or  to  inrich 
themfelves,  had  entirely  given  the  reins  to  the  infati- 
able  avidity  of  the  men  of  bufinefs.  He  believed 
fuch  notorious  rapine  could  only  be  put  a  Hop  to,  by 
^n  example  pf  ieverity  capable  of  fpreading  terror 
amongft  them,  and  hanged  one  of  the  principal  com- 
miffioncrs,  that  prefided  in  coUefting  the  public  reve- 
nues. Is  a  robber  upon  the  highway  more  criminal 
than  a  man,  who  abufes  the  authority  confided  to  him, 
to  plunder  and  ruin  nations  ? 

Often  indeed  it  was  not  the  publicans  themfelves, 
who  committed  thefe  rapines,  and  had  the  advantages 
of  thefe  thefts,  but  their  fubftitutes  :  but  this  excufe, 
admitting  it  to  be  true,  did  not  juftify  them.  They 
might  be  told  with  Cicero,  f  "  Your  confederates 
**  were  your  hands  •,  your  deputies,  officers,  clerks, 
•*'  kindred,  friends,  dependants,  all  were  your  hands. 
"  You  are  refponfible  for  their  condufl:  to  the  citizens, 
"  allies,  and  the  Commonwealth.  Their  crimes  are 
.*'  yours.  If  we  would  be  deemed  innocent,  we  muft 
*'  not  only  abftain  from  crimes  ourfelves,  but  reftraiij 
"  all  in  office  undpr  us  from  committing  them." 
This  is  the  rule.     Bin  where  is  it  obferved  ?  . 

*  Coinittts  i!li  tui  dile^ti,  maaus  crant  ttia :  pr8efe£^i,  rcrib«y  ac- 
ccnfi,  pracconcs,  manus  crant  tuac  :  ut  quifqae  te  maxime  cognatione, 
-fltfnrtatr,  lieceflitudme  aJiqua  attingebat,  ita  maxime  manus  tua  pn- 
tabatur—  Si  cnim  innocentes  exiftimari  volnmus,  noh  folum  nos  ab* 
•ilinentegy  il'd  etiam  noftros  comites  prseftare  debemua.  Ver.  iii  n. 
»7,  28.  .      • 

Circumff)icicDdum  eft  dihgenter,  ut  in  Lac  cuftodia  provincic  non 
te  unum,  fed  omnes  miniftros  imperii  tui  Tociis,  &  civibiu,  &m« 
public*  prsritare  videare.    Cic  Epift.  i.  ad  (hiint.  Frat. 
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DIGRESSION    upon  the   Habits  of  the 
ROMANS. 

IJEFORE  I  fpeak  of  the  habits  of  the  Romans,  I 
-*^  ought  to  obfervc,  that  there  is  hardly  any  fubjeft 
ekher.morc  confufcd,  or  upon  which  authors  Ids  agree, 
fhan  this.  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  either  to  refute, 
or  reconcile  them.  The  end  I  propofe  is  to  relate,  as 
briefly  as  poflible^  what  (hall  appear  moft  probable  to 
myfelf,  and  moft  ufeful  to  my  readers. 

HABITS  OF  THB  MEN; 

The  TooA  was,  properly  (peaking,  the  h^bit  of 
the  Romans. 

RomafiQs  rerum  Dominos^  gentemque  togatam.  Virg* 

It  was  fo  peculiarly  an  habit  of  peace,  that  peace 
wa3  exprciTed  by  the  word  Toga, 

Qedanf  arma  togde. 
I.        '  ^  •      - 

The  Toga  was  a  kind  of  very  ample  cloak,  and 
according  to  the  mo(t  received  opinion,  quite  open 
before.  It  was  ufually  made  faft  upon  the  left  (boul- 
der, fo  that-  the  right  (houlder  and  arm  of  the  fame 
fide  were  entirely  ^t  liberty.  As  it  was  of  an  extra- 
ordinary breadth,  to  prevent  it  from  trailing  upon  the 
ground,  it  was  wrapt  round  the  body,  folded  feveral 
ways,  and  the  ends  gathered  in  broad  plaits,  and  car- 
ried upon  the  arm.  Quintilian  (Book  IX.  Chap.  3.) 
explains  v^ith  great  extent  in  what  manner  the  orator 
ihould  hold  his  robe  in  pleading.  *  Hortenfius,  that 
famous,  orator,  who  was  curious  to  excefs  in  refpeft 

•  Hortenfius — in  praecin6lu  ponens  omncm  decorem,  fuit  veftitu 
act  mnndiciem  curioio,  &  tit  bene  amicus  iret,  faciem  in  fpecalo  po* 
liebaty  iibi  f^  intttcns,  togaio  corpon  iic  applicabat,  ut,  Arc»    Ma* 
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to  the  elegance  and  gracefulnefs  of  his  dreis,  looked 
in  a  glafs,  to  examine  whether  the  whole  was  well  dif- 

Eofed,  and  took  no  lefs  care  in  a4^uiling  the  ibkU  q£ 
h  Toga,  than  in  turning  the  periods  of  his  difcourfe. 
How  often  is  there.  Ibmething  of  little,  even  in  the 
greateft  men  !  Quantum  eftin  rebus  inane. 

la  aatient  i»afbie9  and  moniiaiencff  this  Ikibk  feetns 
to  hmt  much  gnuftdecrr  and  dignicjr,  but  it  ceivM  not 
have  been  very  oMnnaodiQOf.  The  Toga  was  of  a  verf 
light  ftuif,  white^  and  ofiiaEy  of  wo(4.  They  ^icfed 
it  wheq  in  inour«fligy  and  in  times  of  public  cahmky, 
tj>  wear  bbck* 

The  meafure  of  the  Toga  was^  not  fixed,  but  aceofd- 
ing  to  the  fortune  or  pride  of  the  wearer.  Horace 
reprefents  a  rich  man  Rxoaimcnding  ferioufly  to  one 
of  a  very  fmaU  ingomic,  not  to  pretend  to  vye  with 
&tm  in  the  magnitude  of  his  Toga. 


Mea^  contendere  mli 


Sfidtitiam  pstiuntur  cpes  :  tibi  parvula  res  ejl. 
Jrd^  decet^  famm  cQudtem  toga. 

In  another  place  he  defcribes  the  public  indignation 
for  a  rich  man  of  no  birth,  who,  proud  of  his  great 
eltate  and  credit,  fwept  the  itreets  of  Rome  with  a 
T<)ga  file  ells  wide. 

Viies  ne  Sacram  metieute  te  viam 

'^*   *  Ut  or  a  vertat  biu  i^  hue  iumium 

Uberrima  indignaUa. 

Seeft  thou,  when  with  flip  elk  of  gpwn 
You  ft^reep.the  Mall^  how  many  frown; 
How  each  that  views  thee,  fcrews  his  face^ 
And  jtlftly  fcoms  thee  for  an  afs.        Caiscn, 

The  Tunica  was  common  to  the  Greeks  and  Ro- 
mans :  but  amongft  the  Greeks,  it  had  pretty  dofe 
fleeves ;  and  amongft  the  Romans  wid^  one$  extremely 
i^Qtty  wbkh  did  i)0t  reach  to  (he  clbowv    It  cam 
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down  to  the  knees,  or  fonaeiiung  lower*   The  TunioL 
had  no  opening  before.    As  it  wa,^  wide  enough,  it 
was  kept  clofe  with  a  girdk  or  lafli.     It  was  a  dilgracc 
amongft  the  Romans  to  appear  in  puWic  k)Oife  and 
without  a  girdle,  difdnSus  ut  nifos  -,  or  with  a  ♦  tunic,  Ront. 
that  reached  down  to  the  heels^  cum  tunica  talari  •,  and  cic 
in  one  that  had  flceves  which  reached  to  the  hands,  Et  Virg. 
iunic£  manicas  £s?  habent  redimicuk  mtra.    Calar  wore  ^^"V 
a  Latus-ck'tmsj    that  had  fleeves  to  the  wrifls  with 
fringes  to  them,  and  with  a  fafli  only  over  his  Latas- 
xUtyuSy  leaving  it  loofe  and  ill  faftened  on.     f  This 
g^ve  occafion  for  Sylla*s  faying,  whicfi  he  often  re- 
peated to  the  favourers  oi  ariftocracy :  "  Bewai:e  oi 
*«  the  boy  with  the  loofe  girdle."     Sylla^s  thought 
"wasj,  that  under  that  outfide  of  foftnefs  and  effeminacy 
lay  hid  unbounded  ambition,  and  a  genius  formed  for 
cwal  and  faction. 

The  Tunica  was  worn  immediately  under  the  Toga« 
Only  the  common  people  appeared  abroad  in  Rome 
in  the  tunic  •,  from  whence  Horace  calls  them  /««- 
cfltus.  In  the  country  and  the  municipal  cities,  per- 
fi>ns  of  the  ercateft  condition  wore  only  this  habit. 

Belides  this  external  tunic  many  wore  another  next 
the  fkin.  This  was  called  intifcula.  fubucuU^  or  indu^ 
/turn  5  for  thofe  three  words  fignify  almolt  the  fame 
thing.  This  internal  tunic  was  made  of  wool :  flax 
was  not  yet  applied  to  that  ufe  ^  and  that  made  bath- 
ing abfolutely  ncceffary  to  the  cleanlinefe  and  health 
of  the  body- 

We  fee  here  then  three  things  commonly  and  al- 
moft  generally  worn  by  the  Romans  :  The  Shirt,  fo 
I  call  indafium  %  the  Tunic,  and  the  Toga.  They 
bad  other  habits,  according  to  the  difierencc  of  age, 
rank,  and  condition. 

PRjsmxTA.  This  was  a  kind  of  T<^a  given  to 
the  young  Romans  of  quality,  when  they  were  turned^ 

•  Talares  ac  manicatas  tunicas  habere,  olim  apud  Romanos  flagt. 
tiJiim.    9.  Aug.  dc  Doar.  Chrifk.  ^  ^  , .         , 

t  Unde  emanavit  Sulfa;  diaum,  optimates  farpms  admonentw,  ut 
jnftl^  pr«ckiatiiii  paerom  cavereni.    «  Sylk  then  YcryoW,  treated 

7  ^f 


Digitized  by 


Google     


41 2        DIGRESSION  upon  the  Habits  of  the  Romans. 

of  fourteen.     It  was  fo  called,  from  being  edged,  and 
in  a  manner  ftriped  with  purple.     They  quitted  it 
for  the  Toga  virtlisy  of  robe  of  manhood,  at  fixteen 
or  fcventeen  years  ;  for  opinions  differ. 
Macrob.       Every  body  knows  the  hiftory  of  young  Papirius 
i'^-         Praetextatus.     He  had  been  prdfent,  as  the  ion  of  a 
Senator,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  thofe  times,'  at 
a  deliberation  of  the  Senate,  which  had  continued  a 
great  while.     His   mother  earneftly  prcffed  him  to 
.  tell  her  the  fubjeft  of  it.     But  the  foh's  refufal  ferved 
only  to  increafe  the  mother's  curiofity.     At  length, 
as  if  overcome  by  her  inftances,  he  told  her  that  the 
Senate  had  deliberated,  whether  it  would  be  moft  ad- 
vantageous to  give  two  wives  to  one  hufband,  or  two 
hufbands  to  one  wife  -,  and  that  the  affair  would  not 
be  determined,  till  the  next  day.     He  concluded  with 
defiring  her  in  the  ftron|eft  terms  to  keep  it  a  fccrct. 
The  whole  city  had  it  immediately.     The  next  day 
the  ladies  in  a  great  alarm  came  in  a  body  to  the  Se- 
nate ;  who  only  laughed  at  the  ingenibus  fiftion  of 
the  young  man,  and  for  the  future  prohibited  the  ad- 
mittance of  young  perfohs  to  their  deliberations,  ex- 
cept Papirius,  to  whom  that  diftinftion  was  granted, 
to  reward  his  fidelity  in  keeping  a  fecrct  at  ah  age 
whilft  he  ftill  wore  the  Phetexta  5  and  that  gave  him 
(he  furname  of  Prastextatus. 
■  The  Bulla  may  be  placed  here,  though  it  was  not 
an  habit.     The  BulU  were  ornaments-  antiently  given 
to  children  of  quality :  but  the  ufe  of  them  became 
more  comnlon  in  pi-ocefs  of  time.     They  were  ufually 
of  gold,  moft  frequently  in  the  form  of  an  heart,  or 
round  ;  they  hung  at  the  breaft,  and  were  hollow,  in 
©rder,  iayi  Macrobius,  that  prcfervatives  againft  eijvy 
might  be  put  in  then). 

The  Pr^fe^ffa  v^zs  alfoTtHe  robe  0^  the  magiftrates, 
as  wdi  at  S^ome  as  in '  the  colonies  and  municipal  ci- 

The  Ro^,?  01:  Manhoqd,  Toga  virilis.  This  is 
that  prefcril^d  firft.  It -was  alfp  failed  STflftf /«ra,  be- 
caufe  it  had  no  purple  in  it.     Ego  men  Ckeroni  Arpini 
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'piiram  togam  dedi.    To  put  on  this  robe  gave  the 


youth  great  joy,  becaufe  they  then  began  to  be  men 
for  thcmfelves,  to  enter  into  affairs,  to  flxew  them-, 
felves  at  the  bar  if  they  thought  fit ;  for  as  long  as 
they  wore  the  Pratexta^  they  were  not  permitted  to 
appear  there. 

The  Latits-clavus.  This  was  the  ornament  of 
an  habit,  which  gave  its  name  to  the  habit  itfelf.  I^ 
is  agreed  k  confifted  of  pieces  of  purple  infcrted  into 
the  tunic  *:  but  fome  affirm,  that  they  were  of  a  round 
form,  like  the  head  of  a  nail;  and  others,' that  they 
were  long  pieces  in  the  form  of  a  nailjtfclf.  How- 
ever that  were,  the  tunic,  in  which  thefe  pieces  were 
largeft,  were  peculiar  to  the  Senators  :  in  that^of  the 
Knights  they  were  lels,  for  which  reafon  it  was  called 
Anguftus-clavus.  \ 

Trabea.  It  was  alfo  a  robe  of  honour,  ufed  at 
firft  by  the  Kings,  and  afterwards  by  the  Confuls. 
The  Augurs  alfo  wore  it.  It  was  a  kind  of  Toga,  or 
at  leaft  lerved  inftead  of  it.  This  habit  was  of  pur-^ 
pie.  Aldus  Manutius  fays,  that  it  was  a  military  ha- 
bit, worn  by  the  Confuls  during  war.  The  Knights 
alfo  ufed  it  at  their  general  review  on  the  1 5th  rf 

The  Chlamys,  and  Faludamentum,  are  often 
enough  confounded  by  authors.  It  was  a  military 
habit,  open,  worn  over  the  tunic,  faftened  with  a 
clafp,  and  ufually  upon  the  left  flioulder  to  leave  the 
right  arm  at  liberty.  The  Conful  and  Generals,  be- 
fore they  fet  out  for  the  field,  went  tp  the  Capitol  drefl: 
in  this  robe,  in  order  to  pray  and  make  vows  to  the 
Gods,  and  quitted  it  at  his  return,  when  he  entered 
the  city  back  in  the  Toga. 

The  Saoum  was  a  caflbck  worn  in  the  army  by 
officers  as  well  as  private  men :  but  the  Sagum  of  the 
former  was  of  a  finer  kind  of  ftuff  than  that  of  the  lat- 
ter. It  was  originally  an  habit  from. the  Gauls,  froijn 
whom  the  Romans  had  learnt  the  ufe  of  it. 

We  often  find  in  Livy  the  Togse  and  Tunicas 
mentioned  amongft  the  cloathing  lent  to  the  army* 

The 
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The  latter  were  ufed  there  in  all  tiroes,  and  by  all  in 
the  fcnrice :  but  the  Togae  were  only  for  the  officers ; 
and  they  ufed  thero  only  within  the  camp,  u  a  time  of 
reft,  .and  not  in  aftion. 

The  CiNCTus  GAfiiNUs  is  only  a  certain  manner  of 
wearing  the  Toga,  a  part  of  which  was  brought  under 
the  ri^t  arm  to  form  a  kind  of  girt  or  bidding  round 
the  body. 

The  Romans  ufiiaHy  went  bare-headed  :  fta^ues 
and  marbles  aim<^  always  reprefeot  tbem  fo.  When 
either  the  ceremony  of  a  facrifice,  the  fun,  rain,  or 
cold  weather  obliged  them  to  cover  their  hoKls^  they 
made  themfeives  a  kind  of  cap  of  the  corner  of  their 
Toga :  as  we  fee  in  Ibme  marbles.  They  had  however 
feveral  kinds  of  hats,  to  defend  them  from  the  iiyiiries 
of  the  weather,  of  whiqh  they  made  little  ufe. 

The  CucuLLus,  was  a  kmd  of  cowl  like  that  of 
the  monks*  It  was  ufually  failened  to  the  Laceroa, 
a  kind  of  furtout  or  riding-coat,  ufed  by  the  foldiers^ 
and  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

The  Pilous,  the  form  of  which  wa^  hot  unlike  our 
jn^-caps.  It  was  given  to  flaves,  when  they  were 
made  free,  by  their  mailers. 

The  Petasus.  It  was  ufed  by  travellers.  The 
Petafus  ufualiy  lud  brims,  but  narrower  than  thofe  of 
otrr  hats.  It  muft  be  owned,  that  ours  are  infinitely 
more  commodious  for  keeping  off  the  fun  and  rain. 
The  Turks  however,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  Eaft, 
ftill  retain  their  turbans. 

The  drefs  of  the  leg  is  one  of  the  mofl.  obfcure 
things  relating  to  their  habits ;  and  upon  which  au- 
thors give  us  leaft  light,  as  Father  Montfaucon 
owns,  who  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  me  in  this  digref- 
JBon. 

This  drefs  of  the  legs  may  be  divided  into,  two 
kinds.  Thofe  which  covered  the  foot  entirely,  like 
cur  Ihoes ;  calceusj  &x.  and  thofe  which  were  formbi 
of  one  or  more  Ibals  under  the  foot,  and  firings  or 
ribands^  which  bound  the  naked  foot  in  fuch  a  manner 
Zt  top,  that  part  of  it  remamed  uncovered  s  this  is 

not 
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not  imich  unlike  trhat  ire  call  fkndais :  tt^ajileu^ 
crepida^  fandaUum.  The  difference  between  thefe  fc- 
veral  kinds  of  fandals  is  Iktle  known.  Some  of  them 
went  no  ferther  than  the  ande :  others  K^icr,  and 
ibmetimes  as  far  as  the  middle  of  the  leg.  ^The  Caliga 
was  a  kimi  of  boot  woiti  bjT  Itihe  £>kliery« 

The  l^cra  ^rrtft  ajfe  la  kind  af  litde  l^ooow  wKkJl  co«. 
yered  part  of  the  legs. 

HABITS  OF  fTHB  WOMEN. 

The  women,  as  well  as  tlie  men,  liad  three  garments, 
one  over  the  other. 

The  Indusium  was  next  the  ikin,  and  ferved  as  a 

fliift. 

The  Stola  was  the  fame  thing  as  the  Tunica  of 
the  men,  except  in  being  longer,  and  reaching  down 
to  the  heels.  It  had  fleeves  to  the  elbow,  whereas 
thofe  of  the  Tunica  were  very  ftiort. 

The  Pall  A,  pallium^  amiculum  ovpeplum^  was  the 
outward  habit  of  the  women,  which  anfwcred  to  th^ 
Toga  of  the  men.  It  is  difficult  to  diftinguifli  the 
different  fignification  of  thofe  names. 

It  is  not  expefted  from  me  that  I  fhould  enumerate 
in  this  place  the  different  ornaments  ufed  by  the  wo- 
men in  their  drefs,  in  which  they  have  been  very  cu- 
rious in  all  ages  and  nations,  as  St.  Jerom  has 
thought  proper  to  obfcrve,  in  giving  the  fex  the  epithet 
ftKiM<ryi^y  lovers  of  ornaments.  Neither  Ihall  I  expa- 
tiate upon  their  head-dreffes,  which  in  all  times  have 
been  fubjeft  to  abundance  of  variations  :  for  in  thofe 
times  the  Mode  changed  at  leaft  as  often  as  in  thefe. 
And  indeed,  how  ftiould  I  be  able  to  defcribe  the 
head-dreffes  which  are  extant  upon  marbles,  wherein 
the  hair  rifes  before,  like  a  top-knot,  in  five  or  fix 
-rows  of  curls,  and  the  whole  is  reared  like  different 
Tlories,  to  the  height  of  half  a  foot  above  the  forehead ; 
and  wherein  the  hair,  on  the  back  of  the  head,  is 
niade  into  treffes,  or  braided  in  large  braids^  inter- 
wove 
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wove  with  each  other,  and  difpoled  with  amazing 
artifice. 

Toi  premit  crditubus^  tot  jam  coff^aphus  altum 
MJSficat  caput.  Juv£nal. 

With  curls  on  curls  they  build  her  head  before^ 
And  mount  it  in  a  fomudable  tow'n        Drydeit. 

One  can  hardly  believe,  fays  Father  Montfaucon, 
that  one  woman's  hair  could  form  fo  many  braids  be- 
hind, and ,fo  many  curls  before:  perhaps  faliehair 
was  ufed  in  this  kind  of  head-drefs. 
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ROMAN   HISTORY. 

BOOK  THB   FOURTEENTH. 


THIS  book  contains  the  greatefl  events  in 
the  fpace  of  two  years  only ;  the  Di<fta- 
tdr(hip  of  Fabius  Maximus,  to  whom  Minu- 
tius  is  General  of  the  hotfc ;  and  the  famous 
battle  of  Cannae  under  the  Confuls  Paulus 
^milius  and  Varro. 

S  E  C  t.    L 

Pahiiis  Maximus  is  nominated  ProdiSator^  and  Minucitif 
its  General  of  the  horfe.  HanTiibal  ravages  ihe  Coun^ 
try^  and  hejieges  Spoletuni  ineffellually.  On  the  Con- 
furs  return^  PabiuS  is  again  nominated  DiSfator,  He 
begins  by  aifs  of  religion.  The  DiEtator^s  departure. 
Authority  of  the  DiSiatorftnp.  Sefvilius  is  appointed 
to  gudird  the  coafts  with  a  fleet.  Fabius  determines  not 
to  hazard  a  battle^  in  v>bicb  dejign  he  perfeveres  in- 
flexibly^ nofofithflanding  the  endeavours  of  HMnibaly 
and  the  raillery  of  his  own  peopled  CharoSttr  of  Mi- 
nucius.  Hannibal  mifled  thftough  the  miftake  of  his 
gu'de.  Admirable  fidelity  of  the  allies  of  the  Roman 
People.  Seditious  difcourfe  of  ASnucius  againft  the 
DiSator.  Rajh  fl^irmifh  and  defeat  of  Mancinus. 
Skirmi/bes  between  the  two  armies.  Hannibal  extricates 
bimfelf  in  a  very  dangerous  poft  by  a  flratag4m  entirely . 
new.     Fabius  is  obliged  to  go  to  Rome.     Succefsful  ex-  . 

Vol.  IIL  E  c  peditions  ^\ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


41 8  SERVILIUS,  FLAMINIUS,  Confuls. 

peditions  of  Cn,  Scipio  in  Spain,  P.  Scipio  goes  tbitber 
to  join,  his  brother.  Spanifi  hqfiages  delivered  up  to  the 
Romans  by  the  contrivance  of  Abelox.  The  wife  de- 
lays of  Falius  difcredit  bim^  Two  ether  reafons  render 
him  fufptcied.  Slight  advantage  of  Adinucius  over 
Hannibal.  The  People  give  Minucius  equal  authority 
With  the  ^Bi^ator.  Infoknt  behaviour  cf  Minucius. 
Battle  between  Hannibal  and  Minucius.  The  latter  is 
beaten.  Fabius  preferves  him.  Minucius  acknowledges 
bis  faulty,  and  returns  to  his  obedience  to  thrDiSlaror. 
Extraardi?jary  qualitres  of  Fqbius.  Wifdsm  of  bis  con- 
du£l  in  refpeSl  to  Hannibal.  Digrejfton  upon  the  changes 
made  in  the  Roman  coin. 

NO  Diftator  •  had  been  created  during  thirty  three 
years  at  Rome  for  the  command  of  armies,  when 
Fabius  was  invefted  with  that  dignity.  We  muft  re- 
member,- that  the  Dictator  was  a  kind  of  King ;  but 
for  fix  months  only.  All  other  authority,  during 
his  government,  either  ceafed,  or  was  fubordinate  to 
him,  except  only  that  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  People, 
who  exercifed  die  ftmdtions  of  their  office  indepen- 
dently of  him.  The  Confuls  were  only  his  Lieute- 
nants, and  appeared  in  his  prelence  as  private  peribns. 
A3  a  mark  of  this  fulnels  of  power,  ^  he  had  tour  and 
twenty  Lido^  •,  whereas  each  of  the  Confuls  had  but 
twelve.  He  prefided  in  the  Senate,  when  he  was  in 
the  city,  and  caufed  its  refolutions  to  be  put  in  execu- 
tion. The  conunand  of  the  armies  belonged  to  him. 
The  General  of  the  horfe,  whom  he  appointed,  did 
not  ihare  in  authority  with  him,  and  was  only  a 
principal  officer,  that  received  the  Diftator's  orders, 
and  fupplied  his  place  in  his  ablence.  For  the  reft, 
the  DiftatorQiip,  as  is  plain  from  the  fadts  of  which 
we  are  now  fpeaking,  was  not  an  office  that  always 
fubfifted  in  the  Commonwealth.     Recourfe  was  had 

•  Dif^aton  were  fometimes  appointed  for  civil  fiindions,  sfter 
which  they  abdicated.  In  the  tfairtv-tfaree  years  here  mentioned  therr 
had  been  fome  Di6taton  of  this  kind,  and  Fabius  himlelf  amongft 
thereit 
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W  ity  wheA  tfc^  occktfetts  rf  thfe  S«'4tc  made  it  rtccef- 
iary.-     '     .    '•  •  .-.:.... 

^  If  tfWf  the  Cortfvfnohii/italth  febod  in  need  of  tith  ex- A.R.  555. 
ttjIOiPdihary  refource,  it  was  wndoubtedhr  in  theprefent  ^^^^  ^'• 
^jUfi6)iure;  after  the  famous  battld  or  Thrafymenus,  lw!  xxii. 
1(AikhWaith€f  third  defeat  of  the  Ro'mlns,  iniefsthans.  ' 
^  y^kt  afti^  HaAnibal  had  erttered  ItiJf.     The  Ro- 
WAn§;^^'fe' thfen  irt  agreat  canfternatiori,  a(nd  Uppri-' 
heiided  f6t  the  city  itfclf.     But  becairfe  the  Confui,  to' 
wkorfi  A6ne  it  appertaiWd*  to   homiridtii  a  Dlftatof, 
Vhte  ibfejAt;  and?  4tf  ^as*  not   ea|y  to  fend  a  courier," 
6tcotivey  letters  to  him,  the  Carthaginians  Jbting  in* 
fbffeflBbnbf  illthe  pafles ;  and  befidcs,  as  there  ^as^ 
ito  «ampte  6f'a  Di<Sator's  having  been  created  fty  die' 
PecJ^e;  Q^FabJu^  Maximus  was'  6kdkd  Prod?6wton 
He'  was  altew^a>  to  be  the  only  pcrfon,  Whofe  great-  pi^t.  j^ 
nefs  of  foul,  and  gravity  of  manners,  anfwered  the  Fab.  p. 
di^^  and  mdjefty  of  chat  office ;  and  the  mof-e,  as  '^^ 
he  WW'rti!lef-a*A  a^^,  in  which  the  mind'  is'offoffi- 
(SfiAt  vigoUV  to  execute  the  defigni  it  has  fbt-med,  and' 
in  whfcfi  i^fokitian  and  boldhefs  are  tempered*  \vith 
^tnide^te.  •  Hd<:hofe  Q^  Minuciiis  Ruftis  tor  Kit  maf-* 
tdt  of  th«  li(^ft,  a  man.  of  courage,-  vfrHo  havd''  bteh 
Gon&K  l>«t>  ^^^  t>old?  ^"  J-  incapable  of  a  priHt!ip4l 
command.     Fabius  demanded  permiflion  pf  .the'  Peo- 

Steto  ride  in  the  arn^y -,  lor  by  aii  antient  la*^,  die 
)i6LtLX0t  ^as' eipiiefly  forbade- to  do  fo;  whetftdr  the' 
grea^  ftteagth  "of  the  Rortnans  was  Rfp^oftd  to  con- 
fift  in  their  iilfantry,  and  for  tliat  reaibn'it  wa^  be-  ' 

licvcftl  neceflkry  for  the  Ditfbatof  to-  corftinue'  alwai^s 
at  tihe  headi6f  the  battaBohs  without  eVer  quitting ' 
thciri ;  ot  becaXife,  that  office  being  of  fo^ertign  au- 
thofiqr  iii  attl  t?hft?gs,  it  #as*tHbught-  pi*QfJer,.  that' tffte 
Diftatk^  (hbilild  apj^ar  ft>  depend  on  thrf  Picfopfe,  at 
Icaft  in  that  particular. 

The  firft  care  of  tlie  Diftator,  for  fo  I  fhalb  cdl  hirh 
from  henceforth,  was  to  foftily  Rome,  to  f)6ft  bodies 
of  troops  for  defending  the  avenues  to  it.  and  to  break. 
down  the  bridges  over  the  rivers.     The  Ryniaftrf  be- 
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>^R-  535-  licved  thcmfclvcs  rcducejd  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
»i^7.  the  city,  as  they  could  not  defend  Italy  againft  Han- 
nibal. . 
Poiyb.  iii.  Though  Hannibal  had  room  to  copceive  the  greateft 
lIv.'  xxU.  hopes,  however,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  approaek 
9«  Rome  yet.     He  contented  himfelf  with  keeping  the 

field,  and  ravaging  the  country  as  he^vanced  towanb 
*  Adria.  He  croffed  f  Umbria,  and  marched  dircdiy 
to  J  Spoletum,  which  he  endeavoured  to  carry  by 
liorm  V  but  without  effeft,  for  he  was  repul&d  with 
lofs.  He  judged  from  the  little  fucgefe  he  had  in  at- 
tacking a  fingle  colony,  how  much  it  would  coft 
him,  to  make  himfelf  matter  of  Rome  itfelf.  F!rpm 
thence  he  marc4ied  towards  Piceiium§,  where  his 
greedy  and  rapacious  troops  found  in  the  fertility  ai^d 
riches  of  the  country,  wherewithal  to  refrefli  chem 
after  their  fatigues,  and  to  enrich  them,  at  the  ian^ 
time. 
Ppiyb.  Hi.  It  was  about  this  time,  that  Ilannibal  di^atthed 
*38-  couriers  to  Carthage,  with  advice  of  the  good  fucceis 
of  his  enterprizes  in  Italy.  Fpr  till  then  he  had  not 
approached  the  Sea.  This  news  gave  the  Carthagi- 
nians extreme  pleafure :  they  applied  themfelves  more 
than  ever  to  the  affains  of  Spain  and  ItaJiy,  and  om^r 
ted  nothing  that  might  promote  and  haften  their 
fuccefs. 

.  Hannibal  from  time  to  time  changed  quarters, 
without  removing  from  the  Adriatick  Sea.  He  cauled 
the  horfes  to  be  walhed  with  old  wine,  which  he 
found  there  in  abundance,  and  thereby  reinftated  them 
for  fervice.  He  alfo  caufed  the  wounded  men  to  be 
cured,  and  gave  others  time  and  means  to  recruit 
their  ftrength ;  and  when  he  faw  them  all  well  and  vi- 
gorous, he  began  his  march,  and  crofTed  the  terri- 
tory of  the  II  Praetutii  and  of  Adria,    thofe  of  the 

•  Now  Atri,  a  city  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
•f  Duchy  of  Urbino. 
X  A  citv  in  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate.  ' 
I  MarchI  D^Ancona  &  de  Fermo. 

I  Moft  of  thefe  countries  form  a  part  of  Abruzzo  Citcriori,  and 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
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Marrucini  and  Frcntani,  and  all  the  country  adjoining  A.  R.  535. 
to  Luceria  and  Arpi.     Wherever  he  paffed,  he  plun-  ^'\^' 
dered,  mafTacred,  and  burnt  all  before  him.  *''" 

During  this  time,  the  Conful  Cn.  Servilius  had  ^^*  **^ 
put  the  Gauls  to  flight  in  fevcral  engagements,  in  *' 
which  he  had  gained  K>me  flight  advantages,  and  had 
taken  one  inconfiderable  town  from  them.  But  he 
had  no  fooner  received  advice  of  his  coUegue's  dc» 
feat,  than  he  advanced  by  great  marches  towards 
Rome,  in  order  not  to  be  wanting  to  his  country  on 
occafion.  It  may  be  believed,  that  his  prefencc 
gave  room  to  fupply  what  had  been  wanting  in  the 
firfl:  nomination  cf  Fabius,  and  that  he  was  created 
Di£fcator  a  fecond  time  in  all  the  forms. 

He  no  fooner  entered  upon  office,  than  he  aflfcmbled  ibid, 
the  Senate.  Believing  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  be-  ^^^*  *"^ 
gin  his  adminiftration  by  a6ls  of  religion,  he  gave  the  '  '^  ' 
Senators  to.  underftand,  that  Flaminius  had  erred 
much  lefs  through  temerity  and  ignorance  of  the  art 
of  war,  than  through  his  contempt  for  the  Aufpices, 
aind  the  worftiip  of  the  Gods.  A  great  number  of  ce- 
remonies were  decreed,  and  vows  of  feveral  kinds 
made ;  amongft  others  that  of  the  verfacrum.  By  this 
vow  the  Roman  People  were  engaged  to  facrifice  to 
Jupiter  at  the  time  fixed,  all  that  fliould  be  brought 
forth  during  the  fpring  by  the  flocks  and  herds  of 
iheep,  goats,  and  kine.  For  the  fame  end  it  was  de- 
creed, that  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-three  Aflcs  and  one  third,  ftiould 
be  employed  in  the  celebration  of  the  great  games. 
This  fum  fliews,  that  a  trine  number  was  confidered, 
even  amongfl:  the  Pagans,  as  religious  and  facred.  All 
Ae  different  vows  having  been  made  with  the  ufual 
ceremonies,  the  day  for  the  public  proceflion  was  de- 
clared, at  which  an  infinite  number  of  People  as  well 
of  die  country  as  city  were  preient.  By  all  thefe  afts, 
lays  Plutarch,  h6  endeavoured  not  to  fill  their  minds 
with-  fiaperfUtion,  but  to  animate  their  courage  by 
piety,  and  to  <iilpel  their  fears  by  a  firm  confidence  in 
the  prote6tion  of  heiaven. 
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A.  R.  55S.  From  aff^j  jof  religion,  the  Didator  pr^ec4f4  ^^^ 
^^zi-.^'  ^^"^^^  ^^  ^^^-  Having  levied  two  L^gipu$y  co  join 
Liv.  xxii.  thofc  which  he  was  to  receive  from  the  Cxmful  Ser- 
T  li  Y.ili^s,.he  fixed  the  day  for  their  rendje$»rous  J^f  Ti- 
bur.  '  At  the  fame  time  he  publjj(hq4  ^  decree,  jby 
whiqh  all  .who  inhabited  cities  qr  &>rts  badly  fbrdfiedt 
w,ere  ordered  to  retire  into  places  of  fafety ;  as  alfd 
tj^o^le  of  tjb^e  cQuntry,  th^  lived  Ajipop  thp  rouQ^  H^n^ 
nihal  was  to  take.  And  to  d)epri;^e  him  of  the  inea^^ 
qf  fubfifting,  he  caufed  the  iioyifes  tohp  burn;,  aad 
the  corn  to  be  deftroyed  ]upon  tljc  places  tliat  were 
9,bandpncd. 
Lif,  Pkt.  After  having  ^iven  aU  thpfc  orders,  Fabius  fee  put 
by  the  Via  Flamania  to  meet  the  C09&I  $kn4  his  ar;ny. 
When  he  was  near  Ocricujum,  he  perqeiveijd  the  Con- 
ful  advancing  with  fome  oiHcers  on  hpr/^bagk  i^  meet « 
♦  him.  He  immediately  ordered  hi^  to  be  toW 
to  ajight,  and  to  come  to  him  without  ]i&^F  or  train« 
The  CoAful's  ready  obedience,  ^pd  tjip  r^fpe^^  with 
which  he  accofted  Fabius,  gave  th^  citi^e^s  and  aUi^ 
that  high  idea  of  the  Di^lator&ip)  whiph  Mme  had  ' 
almoi^  effaced.  Was  it  pride  in  the  Di^^^jpr  to  exaS; 
this  mark  of  fuJDmiffion  and  rclped  frpni  ^  Cgnful? 
Undoubtedly  no :  it  .w^  difcipline,  duty  ^nd  jiiftjucf. 
The  Divine  Providence,  Which  4o?$  ?very  thing  whb 
weight  and  meafure,  it^  f:i>mmunicatipg  part  cf  us 
power  to  Kings,  Princes,  and  thpfe  th^t  are  u  the 
bead  of  any  ftate  whatfoever,  in  order  JP  readier  their 
authority  more  ^\^ful,  and  at  the  ian>e  tipie  more 
ufeful  to  inferiors,  has  thought  fit,  that  it  fhould  be 
attencjed  with  pomp  aod  fplendor  fp  i^rike  the  cyjs ; 
that  Lit^ors  with  rods  and  axes,  or  aripe^  guards, 
^  fliould  walk  before  them,  to  infpire  terror  ;  and  tl»t 

in  approachhig  their  thrones  and  peifons  cert^io  ex- 
ternal homages  fliould  be  paid  them»  \Q  ex^pr^f^  the 
fubmiflion  and  obedience  that  becpmp  f^bji^.  ftfcA 
are  not  penetrating  enough  to,  difcern  fiivi  Hon9^r>  ia 
ipen.  lik^  themfelves,  the  authority  of .  Godi  if  ticy 
were  to  fee  it  in  a  condi;ion  tha$  ha^;  ^pthimg  great 
wd  fplendid,  nothing  but  Iqiy  aq4.^.0ftf^p6tete  m  it, 
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Whilft  the  Didlator  and  Conful  were  ftill  in  dif- A.R.535. 
courfe,  the  Didlator  received  letters  from  Rome,  by  '^^yf' 
which  he  was  informed,  that  theveffels,  which  had  Liv.  ibid. 
fct  fail  from  the  port  of  Oftia,  laden  with  provifions 
for  the  army  in  Spain,  had  been  taken  by  the  Cartha- 
ginian fleet  near  the  port  of  •  Cofla-     It  was  for  this 
reafon  Servilius  had  orders  to  repair  as  foon  as  poffi- 
ble  to  Oftia,  to  take  all  the  Ihips  he  could  find  in 
that  port  or  near  Rome,  to  fill  thesi  with  foldicrs  and 
feamen,  to  purfue  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  to  defend 
the  coafts  of  Italy. 

The  Diftator  having  received  the  army  from  Ful-  Poiyb.iii.* 
vius  Flaccus,  one  of  the  Conful's  Lieutenants,  rc-Ln^xxH. 
paired  to  Tibur  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  general  12. 
rendezvous.     From  thence  he  advanced  to  Prseneflre,  ^^V^  ^° 
and  croflTed  the  country  into  the  Latine  Way.    'After    *  *  *^  • 
having  caufed  the  places  to  be  viewed  with  abundance 
of  care,  he  marched  in  queft  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
.  dcfign  he  had  then  formed,  and  from  which  he.  never 
after  departed,  not  to  hazard  a  battle,  till  he  fliould 
be  obliged  to  it  by  neceflity.     He  applied  himfelf  to 
obferving  Hannibal's  motions,  ftraitening  his  quarters, 
cutting  off  his  provifions,  avoiding  the  plains  on  ac- 
count of  tl^c  Numidian  cavalry,  following  the  enemy 
when  tliey  decamped,  harrafling  them  in  their  marches, 
and  laftly,  in  keeping  at  fuch  a  diftance,  as  left  him  at 
liberty  not  to  come  to  blows,  except  when  he  fliould 
fee  an  evident  advantage. 

Hannibal  was  then  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  city 
of  Arpi  in  Apulia ;  and  from  the  firft  day  that  he  faw 
the  enemy  near  him,  did  not  fail  to  offer  him  battle. 
But  when  he  faw  that  every  thing  continued  ftill  and 
quiet  in  the  Diftator*s  camp,  and  that  all  his  endea- 
vours did  not  Qccafion  the  leaft  motion  there,  he  re- 
tired into  his  own,  blaming  in  appearance  the  cow* 
ardice  of  the  Romans,  whom  he  reproached  with  being 
inlenfible  to  glory,  with  having  loft  that  martial  ardor 
ib  natural  to  their  forefathers,  and  with  openly  yielding 

f  Cofla;  a  city  and  promontcjy  of  HetnirUi    • ' 
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'^ji^-sss-him  an  eafy  viftory.     But  he  was  inwardly  vexed  to 

j,^\^*  fee,  that  he  had  to  do  with  a  General  fo  different  from 

Flaminius  and  Sempronius  -,  and  that  the  Romans, 

taught  by  their  misfortunes,  had  at  laft  chofen  a  Ge- 

jieral  capable  of  making  head  agaihfl  Hannibal. 

From  that  moment,  he  faw  that  he  fhould  not  have 
yrarm  and  bold  attacks  to  apprehend  from  the  Di£ta- 
tor»  but  a  prudent  and  circumfpeft  conduft,    that 
jDight  involve  him  in  great  difficulties.     It  remained 
to  know,  whether  the  new  General,  whofe  conftancy 
he  had  not  yet  experienced,  had  firmnefs  enough  un- 
alterably to  purfuc  the  pjan  which  he  feemed  to  have 
laid  down  to  himfelf.     He  therefore  tried  to  vary  his 
r$;folution  by  the  different  motions  he  made ;  by  ra- 
vaging lands,   plundering  cities,  and  burping  towns 
^d  villages.     Sometimes  he  decamped  with  precipi- 
tation ;  fofnetimes  he  halted  fuddenly  in  fome  valley 
•     out  pf  the  way  ;  in  order  to  fee  whether  hp  could  not 
furprize  hitp  m  the  open  country.     But  Fabius  kept 
his  troops  upon  eminences,  without  lofing  fight  of 
Hannibal ;    never  approaching  him  near  enough  to 
come  to  blows,  but  not  keeping  fo  diftant,  as  to  put 
it  in  his  power  to  cfcape  him.     He  kept  the  foldiers 
iftriiaily  in  the  camp  -,  not  fuffering  them  to  quit  it,  ex- 
cept to  forage ;  and  that  not  without  very  ftrong  con- 
voys.    He  engaged  only  in  flight  flcirmiihes,    and 
with  fo  much  precaution,    that  his  troops  had  always 
the  advantage.     By  that  means,  he  infcnfibly  revived 
fhe  confidence  of  the  Soldiery,  of  which  the  lofs  of 
three  battles  h^d  deprived  them,  and  made  them  ca- 
pable of  relying  as  before  upon  their  valogr  and  good 
fortune. 
Liv.  xxii.       *  Fabius  fpund  a  no  lefs  pbftacle  to  his  wile  de- 
'*•        '  figns  in   Minucius,    his  General  of  the  horfe,  than 

*  Bed  non  Annibalem  magis  infeftum  tain  fanis  confiliis  habebat, 
quam  niagiftrum  cquitum»  qui  nihil  aliud,  quain  quod  parebat  im- 
perio,  moras  ad  praecipitandam  remp.  habebat :  ferox  rapidufque  in 
conCliis,  ac  lingua  immodicus^  primo  inter  paucot,  ddn  propalam  in 
.vulgus,  pro  cun^atore  Tegnem,  pro  cauto  tiinidum»  afftngens  vicina 
virtutibus  vitia^  comp^llabat :  premendorumque  fuperiofum  artt, 
(nux  pcflinm  ars  nimis  profperis  multorum  -fucceffibua  crcvit)  fc  fe 
MritQlIcbat,  'l 
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in  -Hannibal.  He  was  one,  whom  nothing  hindered  A.  R.sjs* 
from  ruining  the  Commonwealth,  but  the  ftate  of  ^J^f * 
fubordination  and  dcpcndance,  in  which  he  was;  he 
was  hot  and  hafty  in  council,  and  arrogant  and  pre^ 
fumptuous  in  difcourfe.  He  attacked  Fabius  without 
any  refcrve,  at  firft  before  a  fmall  number  of  perfons, 
but  foon  after  publickljr.  He  treated  him  as  pufiUa- 
nimous  and  cowardly,  mftcad  of  prudent  and  circum- 
fpedl,.  as  he  was ;  giving  his  virtues  the  names  of  the 
vices  that  bordered  nearcft  upon  them.  Thus  by  a 
mean  and  black  cunning,  which  fuccceds  but  too  bf- 
ten,  and  confifts  in  decrying  thofc  above  us  in  office 
and  merit,  he  eftabliftied  his  own  reputation  upon  the 
ruin  of  that  of  his  General. 

The  Carthaginians,  after  having  plundered  *  Daunia, 
and  pafled  the  Appennines,  advanced  as  far  as  Sam- 
nium,  a  fertile  country,  which  had  long  enjoyed  a 
profound  peace,  where  they  found  fo  great  an  abun- 
dance of  provifions,  that  notwithftanding  the  con- 
fumption  and  wafte  which  they  made  of  them,  they 
could  not  exhauft  them.  From  thence  they  made 
incurfions  into  the  territory  of  Beneventum,  a  colony 
of  the  Romans,  and  took  Telefia,  a  well  fortified  city, 
where  they  made  a  prodigious  booty.  Hannibal  was 
determined  to  go  to  Capua,  in  efFeft  of  the  hopes  that 
had  been  given  him  that  that  city  was  inclined  to  em- 
brace his  party.  The  Romans  continued  to  follow 
him  at  a  day  or  two's  march  diftance,  without  intend- 
ing to  rome  up  with,  or  to  fight  him.  The  Cartha-  lj^^  j^h^ 
ginian  General  commanded  his  guide  to  conduft  him  13- 
into  the  territory  of  Cafinum,  having  been  informed 
by  thofe  who  knew  the  country,  that  if  he  feized  the 
defile  which  was  in  thofe  parts,  the  Romans  would 
have  no  paflage  to  come  to  the  aid  of  their  allies.  But 
the  barbarous  manner  in  which  he  pronounced  that 
name,  made  the  guide  miftake  Cafilinum  for  Cafinum. 
So  that  taking  a  quite  different  route,  he  crofJed  the 
territories  of  AUifa,  Calatia  ^nd  Calequm,  and  came 

*  Hod.  Capitanata,  a  proviaceof  th«  kingdom  of  Naples  in  ApulSa. 
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A  i-rs-  to  the  plains  of  Stella,  contrary  to  his  intention.  ■  }^ 
^^ziif'  '^t  kngth  difcpy^red:  Is  is  error,  aijd  that  Cafinum  wa^ 
a  grj?at  way  from  thence.     To  intimidate  the   other 
guides  by  thje  puriilhment  of  this,    and  to  prevent 
bimfelf  yrjom  falling  into  the  like  inconvenience  fof 
.   the  future,  after  having  caufcd  him  to  be  whipc  with 
rQd3*    he  ordi^rpd  him  to    be  crucified.      Was  thi^ 
guide  criminal  for  having  been  miftaken  in  fuch  a 
inanner  ? 
T^hyh,  iii.     Hannibal,  to  take  advantage  of  this  miftake,  began 
''*•  ^  ..  to  ravage  th^  plains  of  Capua,  and  efpecially  the  fine 
^.n.xxn.  ^^^  ^.^1^  country  of  Falernum,  fuppofing,    that  th« 
cities  in  tlieir  territory  would  renounce  the  aljiancc  of 
the  Romans.     For  till  then,  though  they  had  been  de- 
feated in  three  battles,  no  city  of  Italy  had  gone  over 
to  the  Carthaginians.    They  had  all  continued  faithful, 
fvon  to  thofe  whp  had  fufFered  mod:  fo  much  relpcit 
ajiid  veneration  had  the  allies  for  the  Roman  CommoDr 
wealth.     Nothing  does  more  honour  to  the  Roman 
people,  nor  makes  their  character  better  known^  than 
what  Polvbius  fays  in  this  place.     And  it  muft  be 
judged  or  from  fuch  ftrokes.     Livy  renders  them  the 
fame  teftjmony,  and  feems   even   to  rife  upon   the 
Greek  hiftorian.     *  Whilft  alj,  fays  he,  was  in  a  flame 
in  Italy,  the  horrible  ravages  committed  by  Hannibal 
were  not  capable  pf  fhaking  the  fidelity  of  the  allies. 
It  was,  adds  he,  and  what  follows  cannot  be  too  well 
obferved  j  it  was,  becaufe,  finding  themfelves  under 
a  government  full  of  equity  and   moderation,  they 
fubmittcd  without  pain  to  a  People  in  whom  they  dif- 
cerned  a  fuperiority  of  merit,    that  rendered  -them 
moft  worthy  of  commanding  ;    which  is  the  firmeft 
tie  and  moft:  affured  pledge  of  the  fidelity  pf  thofe 
that  obey. 
Lr/.  ::::ii.      The  mumiurs  and  feditious  difcourfe  of  the  Gene- 
1.     .      ral  of  the  horfe  had  ceafed  for  fome  days,  becau^ 
ICl  177.  f^abius,  who  followed  Hannibal,  having  marched  hU 

*  Nee  tamen  is  terror,  cum  omnia  bcllo  flagrarent,  fide  fbcioi  di* 
movit :  videlicet  <juia  jufto  &  moderate  regebaimir  imperio,  ncc  ab- 
i^uebant,  quod  anicum  vinciAlvm  i4^i  ^1  2n«Ugri\^ui  parcrv*  Liv. 
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4irfliy  fader  than  ufuaUy,   Muiucii|s,  and  his  party,  A.R.53^ 

Jbelkved  that  hie  was  haftening.  to  the  aid  of  Campania,  ^^'  ^• 

$ut  when  they  were  iacampcd  near  the  Vulturnus,     **'" 

and  from  thence  faw  the  fineft  country  of  Italy  a  prey  \ 

to  the  enemy ;   efpecially  wheo  tfcey  faw  fr<»n  the 

top  of  moun(  Mafficus^the  whole  country  of  Falemum 

and  Sinuefla  ravaged*  and  all  the  houfes  burnt  by  the 

Carth;aginian99  wbiUt  Fabius  perfifted  in  keeping  the 

eminences,  and  f^id  not  a  word  of  coming  to  a  battle: 

{he  fedition  brpkce  put  again  with  more  violence  than 

«ver, ,   **  Arc  W9  tben  con^e  hither/'  iaid  Minucius, 

ftill  jooare  fyrious  than  befor-e,  ^^  to  fee,  a?  a  fateful 

!^  %ht»  the  dreadful  ravages  fuffered  by  our  allies  ? 

**  If  the  motives  of  gbry  and  intereft  cannot  excito 

^^  fx»T  courage,  have  we  np  conip^^ion  for  our  fellow^ 

^*  citizens,  fent  by  pur  fathers  as  a  colony  to  Sinuefla  ? 

♦^  What !  do  we  rg aiain  infcnfible,  yrhilft  we  fee  )the 

^*  f»me  coafts  in  tl^  power  of  Nymidi^ins  and  Moors, 

*^  .along  which  our  aru:eitpr9  woulc}  have  thought  it  a 

f^  diJhMOur,  that  the  Carthaginians  Should  navigate 

*^  with  impunity.    It  is  but  fome  f$w  months  fince, 

f^  ihu  on  being  informed  pf  th^  liege  and  danger  of 

^  fiagunitum,  we  were  tniifported  with  indignation  : 

^  Md  we  now  fee  with  tranquility  Hannibal  juD:  upon 

^^  the  point  of  ftorming  a  city,  inhabited  by  a  Rofnan 

*>  cplpny.     If  that  great  Genera),  who  was  deiervedly 

^  iCall^  the  fe^ood  founder  of  Rome,  had  aAed  as 

^*  /doi^  now  this  new  Camillus,  who  has  been  deemed 

^^  finely  worthy  of  the  Pidatprihip  in  fb  unhappy  a 

^  fonjun^ure  i  Rome  had  been  &1\\  in  the  han4^  of 

^  thtf  Gauk.    Let  m  not  then  deceive  ourfelves  in 

♦♦  this  re4>eftv   It  U  a  folly  to  belieye,  thw  viftory 

^  cfm  he  atQuned  with  foUed  nrpfis,  or  vows  addreff- 

*^  cd  |»  heaven.    The  troops  muft  be  made  to  take 

^  arms,  be.  kd  intp  tb^  plain,  and  try  their  fwords 

*«  with  the  enemy.     It  ia  by  »ftion,  by  courting  dan- 

^  ger»  that  the  Roman  power  attained  its  height,  and 

^-^  not  by  this  ttmoroujs  condu€k,  to  which  cowards 

?*  giw  tb^  name  of  p«d«c^  »nd  circun^fpcftion." 
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A.R.  535.      Thefc  difcourfcs  fpread  in  the  army^  and  there  was 

^l'^'  not  a  finglc  man  in  it,  that  did  aot  rank  Minucius 

much  above  the  DidlAtor.     Even  the  friends  of  Fa- 

bius,  and  thofe  who  feemed  moft  in  his  intereft,  ad- 

nwt.iii    yjfe^j  j^^n^  to  put  an^nd  to.  all  thefe  rumours,  whick 
^  *^^* -were  injurious  to  his  reputation^  by  (hewing  fome  con- 
defcenfion  for  the  officers  and  foldiers,  who  all  in  gene- 
ral demanded  ardently  to  be  led  on  againft  the  enemy. 
But  the  Diftator,  without  emotion,  told  them  :  "  I 
**  fhould  ■  flicw  myfelf  really  much  more    timorous 
**  than  they  accufe  me  of  being,  if  the  fear  of  their 
**  jefts  and  reproaches  made  me  change  a  refohidoa 
**  that  I  did  not  take,  till  after  I  had  maturely  weigh- 
'^  ed  all  the  confequences,  ahd  had  difcovcred  the  ab- 
«*  folate  neceffity  of  it.     When  we  fear  for  our  coon- 
**  try,  we  fear  without  fliame  :  but  to  fear  the  diicourfi 
"  of  men,  and  fufFer  onc*s  felf  to   be  frightened  by 
**  their  railing,   is  to  Aew  one's  felf  unworthy  of 
**  command,  and  to  make  one's  iclf  the  flavc  of  thofe,' 
*•  of  whom  one  ought  to  bemafter,  and  to  check  and 
**  correft  when  they  think  amifs.**     Fabius  therefore, 
always  on  his  guatd  as  well  againft  his  own  foldiers  as 
the  enemy,  arid  even  confidering  the  Romans  as  the 
principal  adverfaries  in  relpeft   to  whom  he  ought  to 
fhew  himfelf  invincible,    perfifted  in  obferving  the 
fame  conduft  during  all  the  reft  of  the  campaign,  iiot- 
withftanding  the  injurious  reports   which    he  knew 
had  been  carried  from  the  camp  to  the  city  agamft 
'    his  pretended  timidity,  and  want  of  vigour.     Hanni- 
bal, defpairing  of  drawing  him  on  to  a  battle,  thought 
of  retiring  into  fome  place,  where  he  might  pa&  the 
winter  commodioufly.    He  was  not  willing  to  confiimcf 
the  provifions  he  had  amafied,  but  to  lay  them  \ip  in 
fome  place  of  fafety.     For  it  was  not  fufficient,  that 
his  army  had  no  wants  at  prefcnt ;  he  took  pains  that 
they  might  always  have  abundance.      ■    -        ..    .    ' 
Fabius  was  apprized  by  his  fcoucs  of  tianfidb^l'^ 
defigrt  ;  and  as  lie*  was  afllired,  tharkb  would  nefecfla-  • 
rily  quit  CampaHii  by  *he  noute^o  had  entered  it,  ,he 
dpta^cJied  a  part  of  his  troops  to  feize  the  mountain 

7  Callj. 
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Callicttla  and  the  §on  of  CafUinum.     As  for  himfclf,  ^^-  5^5^ 
he.le^  b^^k  his  army  over  the  fame  hills,  and  featout     2,7.  * 
L.,Mancinvs  for  intelligence  with  foitr  hundred  horfc.^iv.x^iu 
That  young  officer  had  orders  to  obferve  the  encnay'.*;  *^' 
motions  without  fhewing  himfetf,;  if  poffible,  at  lea{^ 
without  expofing  )iimfclf,  and  to  .return  with  an  ac- 
count of  what  paffed.     But  beiog  pf  the  number  of 
thofe  whom  the  fediupys  ^ni  extravagant;  difgourft? 
of  J^Iinqcius  had  mifled,   he  no  fponer  law  forae  of 
the  Numidian  cavalry  difperfed  in  the  villages,  than 
he  ran  headlong  upon  them,  and  even  killed  fome  of 
them,"    Nothing  morp  was  wanting  to  niake  him  en- 
tirely forget  his  commiJOIon.     His  ardor  for  Bgfatiag 
preya^kd  over  the  obedience-  which  he  owed  the  Dic- 
tator..   Tfee.  Numidiw^,'  divided. in  feveral  partiesi^ 
came -on. to  attack  him  one  after  another;  and  thea 
flying  with  defign  before  him,  drew  him  on  infenfibly 
negr  their  camp,  vjsry-  much  fatigued^  as  well  as  all 
his  people  and  dieir  horfes.     Carthalon,  who  com-^ 
mandedall  the  cavalry,   immediately  came  out,  and 
having  put  them  to  flight,    even  before  he  came 
up  with  them,  he  purfued  them  almoft  two  leagues 
withogt  aAy  jncermJjQlon.    .  Mancinus  feeing  he  could 
not  efcapp  the  enemy,  that  perfifted  in  the  purfuit,  ex- 
horted his  troops  to  defend  themfelves  to  the  utmoft 
of  thc^r  power^  and  faced  about  againit  the  Numidians, 
to  whom  he  was  much  inferior,  as  well  in  number,  as 
force  and  confidence.     In  confequence  himfelf  with 
;he  bravcft  of  his  followers  were  killed.     The  rell  fled 
full  gallop  to  Calenum,  and  from  thence  by  by-ways 
t^  the  camp  of  the  Didaton 

.  By  accident  Minycius  was  come  up  that  day  to  re-£iy,t«. 
join  Fabius,  who  fome  days  before  had  been  detached  to 
feize  a  very  narrow  pafs  upon  the  top  of  Tarracina,  that, 
commands  the  fea-,  in  order  to  prevent  Hannibal  from 
advancing  towards  Rome,  as  he  might  have  done,  if 
the  App>an  Way  had  been  jeft  open  to.hira.  The 
Didator  and  the  G^neraiof  the  horfe  having  united 
their  troc^s,  encamped  upon  the  way  Hannibal  was  • 
to  pafti  about  two  miles  from  the  enemy.  The  next 
day,  the  Carthaginians •pccupied  all  the  ground  be-. 
:  "  tweea 
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A^.  555-  twein  the  two  cairips.  The  Rdmans  pofted  thcmfelvci 

„'y^  •   vndtr  their  intreAchments,  where  they  certainly  had 

the  adrantage  of  pla^e :  the  ei^m^  however  continued 

to  advance,  with  theif  cavaky  in  front ;  which  cxx»- 

fioned  ftveral  (kirmifhes  between  the  two  armies.    But 

the  Romans,  by  Fabius*s  order,  did  not  quit  dieif 

?olyb.  ill.  pofts  ;  fo  that  the  aftion  pafled  conformably  to  tte 

»4i— »45-  Diftator's  plan,  rather  than  to  the  intentions  of  Han- 

fi^iT*'  '^*^^-    E*g^^  hundred  Carth^^iaAs  were  left  upotf 

Piut.  in    the  place,  and  th^  Romans  loft  only  two  hundled 

A?P.m  men. 

Hannibal  wiu  in  great  perptexity.  It  was  a^fbkitel/ 
heceffary  for  him  to  return  the  way  he  came,  which 
was  a  very  narrow  one,  ^nd  in  wTrich  it  Was  very  cafyT 
to  incommode  him.  Fabius  Was  nefolved  to  take?  th6 
Advantage  of  the  enemy's  perplexity,  and  fe^  jfeisr 
tlioufand  men  befof e  to  feize  tKe  pdfs*  itfelf,  rfter  hav- 
ing exhorted  them  to  do  thdr  duty  #eH,^  and  makd 
the  nfioft  of  the  happy  fituo^  df  the  poft  diey  w6ni 
going  to  feize.  He  followed  aften^rds  wiA  the* 
grea^ft  p^t  of  M^  *my,  to  p6ft'  himfclf  upon  titer 
hill  that  commanded  the  dJefiks^  Tho  Carthai^rfiatas 
arrived,  and  incamped  in  the  plain  at  die  fobt  <^  die 
mountains.  Htonibal  found  himfelf  fhut  up  on  sdl 
fides,  and  under  the  fad  neceffity  of  paffin^  the  vfuittt 
between  the  rocks  of  Formitt*  oA  ono  fide,  and  onP 
the  other  in  the  frightfid  iands^  and  i^isurfhes  of  Lin- 
ternum  :  whereas  the  Romitts  hdd  CapQa  arid  Saniiili- 
urn  behind  them,  and  a  great  number  of  rich  allies^ 
who  could  fend  them  provifions  in  abundance. 

The  Romans  believed  it  inpqpoffibleforHMrtibaltty 
extricate  himfclf  out  of  ttal^pfoft  whereiin  he  had  cfnga- 
gcd,  and  flattered  themfet^^iTWitfc'the  grateful  hope 
of  taking  all  the  rich  pkindtf  thtfCdfthaginiails  carried 
with  them,  and  of  focm  ft^-m^dting  a  war,  which  had 
already  coft  them  fo  mMh-  Isteod,  and  gitren  them 
fuch  juft  alatnts  for  the  f\itih¥e.  FabiUs  himfelf 
thought  in^  the  fame  maHniH*,  asid  applied  himfelf  folely 
in  viewing  what  pofts  he  Ihdulil  feize,  how  and  where 
helhould  begin  the  attack  ^  and  thtfe  defigns  wtit 
to  be  executed  the  next  d^f. 

8  'Hanni* 
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Hannibal  rightly  judging  what  the  etxtthy  ccmM  rfo  A.  it  ^.i- 
on  this  occafion,  did  not  give  therti  time.     Me  well   ^^\  ^ 
perceived,    that  his   ufual  ftratagcms'  and  strts  were     **'' 
ttifned  upon  himfeJf :  but  he  had  not  exhaulted  fherti 
cmircly.     It  is  in  fuch   conjunftares,  th^t  a  Gcnetal* 
h^'  occafion  for  uncommon  prefcnce  of  mind  and  eort- 
rt:aricy.  of  foul,  to  confront  danger  in  all  its  extent- 
without  fear,   and  to  find  flire ;  2Cnd  rcudy  refouYces 
without  deliberating.      He  thereipre  *  concei^^ed  aii 
entirely  new  ftratagem,  which  had"  riever  before  been 
employed,  and  which  was  ler^  capable  of  hurting  ill 
effcA,  than  of  confounding  and  terrifying  by  the*%ht 
of  it.     He  got  about  two*  thoufanti  oxen  together,  a« 
well  wild  as  tame,  which  were  part  of  th^e  plamter  htf  * 
lud  taken  in  the  enen^/s  country.     Me  Orcfered  vine- 
branches  and  other  fmall  dry  wood*  to  be  brought  in 
from  the  country,  of  which  little  bundles  were  rftarfe; 
and  dexteroufly  affixed  to  the  horn^  df  thofe  anirfiafe. 
He  commanded  Afdrubal  to  caufe  them  to  be*  let  oii 
fire  about  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  ta  drive  the- 
oxen' towards  the  eminences,  efpecially  towards  the' de- 
files, which  the  Romans  had  ocfupiedV 

Having  taken*  his  meafures  thus,,  he-  began  to*  match 
in  fiteflce,  and  advanced  towartfs  dicdemes,  WTtft*hik 
heavy-armed  infantry  in  front,  his*  cavalry  follbxted 
by  the  plunder  in  the  centre,  and.  the*  Spaniard^  amt 
Gauls  in  the  rear.  The'  oxen-  were-  a  great  way  before 
theadvancetiguardof  his  army.  •  AtSrfttlbefear only 
of  the  flames,  that  blazed  irponr  their  heads',  and^KH' 
more,  the  pain  they  felt,  when  tlie  fire  had  reached'  w 
the  quick,  made  thofe  animals  mad^;  fo  that  tfteydif- 
perfed  themfelves  on  alf  fides  upon-  tfie  hrHV,  aftd  inrw 
the  forefts;  Their  efforts  to  rid  thenifelVes  ©f  tfte 
fire  by  violent  motions  and  tofling  their  heads',  ont^  m-- 
c'reafcd  and  fpread  the  flames,  which  fet  fire  to  all  the 
IHrubs  round  about.  The  Romans  were  tfcrrified, 
and  imagined  at  fi.ft,  that  they  were  men,  who  ran 

*  Ludibriam  oculorum^  fpecie  terribile,  ad  fruflrandunf  iMeni 
commennis.    Liv. 

on 
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A.R.535.  on  all  fides  with  torches  in  their  hands,     Thofe  whd 

117. 


^^^'  had  been  pofted  at  the  entrance  itfelf  of  the  defile  in 


order  to  keep  it,  fled  affooni  as  they  perceived  the  fires 
oter  their  heads,  and  made  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
as  the  fafeft  place,  becaufc  they  faw  feweft  fires  there. 
They  however  found  fome  oxen  there,  which  hsad  fc- 
parated  from  the  reft.  And  at  firft  taking  them  for 
animals  that  breathed  fire  out  of  their  mouths,  they 
ftopped  in  furprize  at  the  fight.  But  having  difcovered 
what  they  were  by  approaching  hearer,  and  feeing 
what  they  had  taken  for  a  prodigy  was  an  artifice  en- 
tirely human,  inftead  of  taking  courage  they  were  only 
the  more  terrified :  they  believed,  that  they  fhould  be 
furrounded  by  the  enemy,  and  fled  in  ftill  greater  dif- 
order  than  before.  They  happened  to  fall  in  with 
Hannibal's  light-armed  troops.  But  both  fides  being 
equally  afraid  to  engage  during  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  expefted  day  without  beginning  the  battle : 
Mean  while  Hannibal  had  time  to  make  all  his  troops 
pais  the  defile. 

Fabius  fully  perceived  this  motion.  But  not  doubt- 
ing  that  it  was  a  ftratagem  of  Hannibal's,  he  kept 
his  foldiers  in  their  inlrenchments,  not  being  inclih»i 
to  hazard  a  battle  during  the  night.  At  break  of 
day,  there  was  a  battle  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  in 
which  the  Romans,  being  fuperior  in  number,  would 
eafily  have  defeated  Hannibal's  light-armed  troops^ 
that  were  fcparated  from  the  reft  of  the  army,  if  he 
had  not  fuftained  them  with  a  body  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  he  fent  to  their  aid.  The  foldiers  of  that  na- 
tion being  accuftomed  to  climb,  and  to  run  lightly 
through  forcfts  and  over  the  fteepeft  rocks,  eafily 
eluded,  by  the  agility  of  their  bodies  and  their  manner 
of  attacking  and  defending,  the  efibrts  of  an  enemy 
heavy-armed,  and  accuftomed  to  fight  on  the  plain 
without  quitting  their  pofts.  Both  retired  mto  their 
camps,  after  the  Romans  had  loft  fome  of  their  men 
in  this  a£tion,  whereas  few  or  none  of  the  Spaniards 
fell  in  it. 

Hannibal, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SERVILIUS,  FLAMINIUS,  Gonfuk  433 

Hannibal,  having  extricated  himfclf  with  as  much  ^j^-  535* 
glory  as  good  fortune  out  of  a  very  great  danger,  4/7, ' 
went  to  incatnp  in  the  territory  of  Allifse,  whither  Fa- 
bius  followed  him.  The  latter,  according  to  the 
plan  he  had  laid  down,  marched  his  troops  continu-* 
ally  on  the  eminences,  keeping  between  Hannibal's 
army  and  the  city  of  Rome,  without  lofing  fight  of 
the  enemy,  and  without  laying  himfelf  open  to  be 
forced  to  a  battle.  Hannibal,  after  fome  motions,  re^ 
turned  a  fecond  time  into  Apulia,  and  advanced  as 
far  as  Geraunium,  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  re- 
tired, becaufe  the  place  was  not  tenable.  Fabius  ap- 
proached, and  incamped  in  the  territory  of  Larinum 
in  an  advantageous  poft. 

Being  obliged  fome  time  after  to  fet  out  for  Rome,  Poiyb.  iii. 
thither  affairs  of  religion  had  recalled  him,  he  em-  ^^s- 
ployed  not  only  authority  and  counfel,  but  almofl;  ^'g^' **"* 
entreaties,  to  prevail  upon  the  General  of  the  horfe.  Plat.  179. 
*^  that  during  his  abfence  he  would  not  tempt  fortune: 
that^ie  would  rely  more  upon  prudence,  than  chance ; 
and  that  he  would  rather  imitate  his  condud,  than  that 
of  Sempronius  and  Flaminius.     That  he  would  not 
imagine  it  a  fmall  advantage  to  have  flopped  the  pro- 
greis  of  Hannibal,  and  eluded  his  artifices  during  the 
whole  campaign.    That,  according  to  the  maxim  of 
the  moft  ikilful  and  wifeft  phyficians,  reft  often  did 
the  fick  more  good^  ^than  violent  remedies.     That  to 
have  ceafed  to  be  overcome  by  an  enemy  always  vie-       x 
torious  till  then,  and  to  have  at  length  had  time  to 
breathe,  after  fo  many  fuccefllve  defeats,  was  no  fmall 

fun.**    The  fequel  will  (hew  how  fruitlcfs  thefe  coun- 
Is  were^      In  the  mean  time  Fabius  fet  out  for 
Rome. 

Italy  was  not  the  only  theatre  of  the  war.    It  was  Poiyb.  iii. 
made  in  Spain  by  fea  and  land  with  no  lefs  vigour.  Ltv!  xxii. 
Afdrubal  having  fitted  out  thirty  fhips,  which  his  bro-  19.* 
ther  had  left  him,  and  having  added  ten  more  to  them, 
made  forty  fail,  of  which  he  had  given  the  command 
to  Amilcar,  fet  out  from  New  Carthage,   or  Cartha- 
gena.  He  then  made  the  land-forces  quit  their  wincer- 
VoL.  III.  F  f  quarters. 
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A.R.  555.  quarters,  put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  making  tlie 
^^^'  ^'  fliips  keep  along  the  coaft,  followed  them  on  the  Ihore, 
with  dcfign  to  join  the  two  arnriies,  ^cn  they  fhofdd 
be  near  the  Iberus.  Cn,  Sc^io^  bemg  appii^ed  of 
this  defign  of  the  Carthaginians,  at  firft  intended  to 
fnarch  by  land  to  meet  them :  but,  when  he  knew 
how  numerous  the  cnemy*s  army  was,  and  what 
preparations  they  had  made,  he  embafk<^  his  chofen 
troc^s  on  board  his  ftiips  ;  and  then  havifig  fee  fail 
With  a  fleet  of  thirty-five  galleys,  after  two  days  feil 
from  Tarragona,  he  fended  niear  the  mouth  of  the 
Iberus.  When  he  wias  about  ten  miles  from  the 
enemy,  he  detached  two  frig^es  of  MarfeiUes  to  fbout 
For  the  people  of  Marfeilles  were  alWays  the  flrft  to 
expofe  tnemfelves,  and  their  intrepidity  was  rf  great 
fervice  to  them.  None  Were  more  firmly  attached  » 
the  interefts  of  the  Romans  than  this  p^pl^  who  in 
the  fequelgave  them  frequent  proofs  of  their  affec- 
tion, but  fignalized  themfelves  efpecially  in  the  war 
with  Hannibal.  Thefctwofrigates  brought  backadvke^ 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Iberus 
Cneus  immediately  made  all  the  fail  he  could  to  furprise 
it.  But  Afdrubal,  being  informed  long  befbre  by  fen- 
tinels,  that  the  Romans  approached,  drew  up  his  tfoc^ 
in  battle  upon  the  coafl:,  and  gave  orders  that  the  crews 
fliould  go  on  board  the  (hips.  When  the  Romans  were 
near,  the  charge  was  founded,  arid  the  battle  began  iiBh 
mediately.  The  Carthaginians  fuftained  the  attack  wiA' 
vigour  during  fome  time,  but  they  loon  gave  way, 
After  having  feen  two  of  their  Hiips  taken  by  fht 
Romans,  and  four  funk,  they  retired  towards  the 
iand :  but  being  purfued  warmly  by  the  RcMmun, 
they  approached  the  fhore  as  much  as  they  c<icdd«: 
and  then,  quitting  their  fhips,  'they  fted  for  feAige 
towards  their  land-army.  The  Romaris  purfued  th^m 
fo  vigoroufly,  that  they  took  all  the  galleys,  that  had 
not  bulged  upon  the  coaft,  or  ran  afliore,  and  carried 
them  off,  faftened  to  the  podps  of  their  fhips,  to  the 
number  of  twenty-five.  This  victory,  which  cOjft  die 
Romans  little,  made  them  tnafters  of  all  that  fesytfnd 
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the  ndghbonrifig  coafts.  They  advanced  as  far  as  A.  R^  s^Jh 
the  gates  of  Carthagcna,  fct  fire  to  the  houfes  next  the  ^jj^  * 
walls,  and  laid  wafte  the  whole  countfy  round  about. 
The  fleet  laden  with  fpoils  fteered  from  thence  as  far 
as  ^  Longuntica,  where  Aidrubal  had  made  a  great 
provlfion  of  {ifartum)  a  kind  of  broom,  which  was 
ufed  for  making  cables.  They  fet  fire  to  it,  after 
having  taken  away  as  much  of  it  as  they  had  occadon 
for. 

tht  Acre  Y^nirned  by  the  fame  cofurfe  to  the  coun^" 
cries  of  9{Mn  on  this  fide  of  the  Iberus.  It  wds  here 
Scipio  found  tht  Deputies  of  all  the  nation^^  fhat  in^ 
faabic  along  the  rhrer,  and  etah  of  many  cff  thofe 
which  are  ai  the  ejitiiemtcies  of  the  pr6vince<  More 
than  fixfcore  States  fabmitted  fincerely  and  faithftilly 
to  the  power  of  the  RoYfians,  and  gave  them  hoftagesi 

The  t  Celtiberians,  who  formed  part  of  the  States 
of  which  we  have  juft  fpofce,  took  arms  by  order  of  the 
Roman  General,  and  entered  into  the  province  of  tht 
Carthaginiam^  where  they  carried  three  cities  by  ftorm* 
They  afterwards  defeiaited  Afdrubal  himfelf  in  two 
different  banles,  in  whfch  they  killed  him  fifteen  thou-^ 
fand  men,  took  fodf  tboufand  prifoners,  and  a  great 
number  of  enfigns. 

When  the  news  of  thefe  defeats  was  received  at 
Cartba^,  ibvency  ftilof  fhips  were  fitted  out:  for  it 
was  beheved  impoOibie  to  umlertake  any  thing  without 
bein^  msdler^  of  the  fea.  This  fleet  feited  at  firft  to 
fiardmia,  and  from  Sardinia  to  the  coaft  of  Pifa  in 
Itdy,  where  the  commanders  were  in  hopes  of  confer- 
ring with  HannibaL  The  Romans  advanced  with  an 
hondred  mxI  twenty  ft»»  of  war,  quin^remes.  The 
Carthaginianer,  being  intormed,  that  they  were  at  fea, 
ittonfed  the  fame  way  to  Carthage.  Servilius,  the 
Ronoan  Admiral,  porfued  them  during  ibme  time, 
but  could  not  come  up  with  them. 

Whilft  this  paired  P.  Sciplo  arrived  in  Spain  with  P^^^y^-  >"• 
a  new  reinforcement  of  fhips  and  foldicrs.  The  Senate,  lw!  xxii. 

♦  A  city  fitnatecJ  upon  the  coaft  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia.  **• 

t  The  Celtlbeiiam  iofaabitedapartof  Arragon. 

Ff2  per- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


43^  SERVILIUS,  FLAMINIUS,  Confuk 

A.R.5^s.perfuadcd  that  the  affairs  of  Spain  deferved  peculiar 
^\\^*  attention,  and  that  it  was  not  only  ufeful  but  ncoef- 
fary  to  puih  the  Carthaginians  to  the  utmoft  in  that 
country,  and  to  carry  on  the  war  more  vigoroufly  there 
in  order  to  a  powerful  diverfion,  fitted  out  twenty 
fhips,  or,  acconiing  to  Livy,  xhirty,  with  eight  thou- 
fand  land-forces,  and  all  kinds  of  munitions.     Thb 
reinforcement  was  commanded  by  P.  Scipio,  who  was 
fent  into  Spain,  according  to  the  fcheme  formed  from  . 
the  beginnmg  of  the  campaign,  with  orders  to  join 
his  brother  Cneus  as  loon  as  poffiblc,  in  order  to  a&  in 
concert  with  him.     It  was  aj^rehended  at  Rome,  that 
the  Carthaginian$,  by  being  mafters  in  thofe  countries, 
and  by  amalfing  munitions  and  money  there  in  abun* 
dance,  mi^ht  make  themfelvcs  mafters  of  the  lea ;  and 
by  fupplymg  Hannibal  with  troops  and  m6ney,  might 
afllft  him  in  fubjeftin^  Italy.     P.  Scipio  being  arrived 
in  Spain,  and  having  joined  his  brother,  ren^&red  the 
Commonwealth  very  great  fervices.   Till  then  the  Ro- 
mans had  not  ventured  to  pafs  the  Iberus.     They 
believed,    they  had  done  enough  in  acquiring  the 
amity  of  the  States  on  this  fide,  and  having  engaged 
them  in  their  party  by  alliances :  but  the  two  brothers 
being  joined,  pafled  that  river,  and  advanced  as  Su 
as  Saguntum, 
Poiyb.  iii.     They  knew  that  the  hofl^ges,  which  Hannibal  had 
LtJrx^u?  ^ken  rrom  all  the  States  of  Spain  to  fecure  their  fide- 
%%.         lity,  were  kept  in  the  citadel  of  this  place  with  no 
great;  number  of  troops.    The  fear  of  expiating  their 
revolt  by  the  blood  of  their  children,  was  the  ibletie, 
that  continued  the  Spaniards  in  the  party  of  the  Car- 
thaginians,  which  they  were  verv  defirous  of  quitting 
for  ^at  of  the  Romans.    This  tie,  which  awed  a 
great  part  of  the  province,  was  broke  by  aSpaniard» 
who  fhewed  more  addrefs  and  art,  than  fidelity  on  the 
occafion.     He  was  called  Abelox,  a  perfon  of  quality, 
and  much  confidered  in  the  country.  He  had  ull  then 
been  very  much  attached  to  the  Carthaginians :  but 
through  an  inconftancy  ufual  enough  amongfl.  thofe 
Barbarians,  he  had  changed  fides,  at  leaft  in  his  will, 
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with  fortune,     For  the  reft,  being  fully  perfuadcd,  AJR-  ri^ 
that  people  only  defpife  a  deferter  and  a  traitor,  that  ^J'^.  * 
brings  over  with  him  only  his  own  perfon  into  the 
party  he  embraces,  he  conceived  thoughts  of  obtain- 
ing fome  great  advantage  for  the  Romans,  in  order 
to  rendef  himfclf  confiderable  amongft  them.     He 
believed,  that  the  grcateft  fervice  he  could  render  them 
in  the  prefent  conjunfkure,  was  to  deliver  up  to  them 
the  hbftages,  which  Hannibal  had  caufed  to  be  kept 
in  Saguntum.    The  queftion  was  tp  bring  in,  or  rather 
to  deceive  Boftar,  to  whom  the  keeping  of  them  hadv 
been  confided.     "  He  went  to  him,  and  having  made 
the  converfation  turn  upon  the  hoftages,  he  gave  him 
to  underftand,  that  fear  had  kept  the  Spaniards  within 
their  duty,  as  long  as  the  Romans  were  at  a  diftance; 
but  that  fince  they  arrived  in  the  province,  their  camp 
w^  become  the  aiyium  of  all  thofe  who  affeftcd 
chanse.    That  therefore  it  was  neceffary  to  en^ge 
people,  whom  authority  could  no  longer  keep  within 
bounds,  by  favour  and  advantages.     That  the  moft 
certain  means  to  aflure  the  fidelity  of  the  States  was  to 
give  them  up  their  hoftages.   *  That  it  was  natural 
for  every  one  to  be  pleafed  with  being  trufted,  and 
that  to  render  men  faithful,  it  often  fuiffices  to  place 
confidence  in  them."    He  then  offered  to  carry  back 
the  feveral  hoftages  into  their  own  country.     Boftar 
was  far  from  being  fo  cunning  as  the  Carthaginians 
commonly  were ;  and  judging  of  others  by  himfclf,  he 
was  far  from  fufpeftihg  a  man  of  quality  of  fo  black 
ia  perfidy.    He  fuffcred  himfclf  to  be  perfuaded,  and 
in  the  night  caufed  all  the  hoftages  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Abelox,  who  immediately  delivered  them 
up  to  the  Scipios,  as  he  had  before  agreed  with  them. 
The  Roman  Generals,  without  lofing  time,  caufed 
-them  to  be  carried  to  their  parents.     It  is  eafy  to  con- 
•ccive,  what  furprize,  and  at  the  fame  time  what  joy, 
fuch  an  ai£t  of  clemency  and  generofity  occafioned  in 
the  country.     All  the  Spaniards,  with  common  con- 

*  Vult  fibi  quifque  credi,  &  habita  fides  ipikm  plerumqne  obli{;at 
iidem.    Lit. 

F  f  3         .  fent, 
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A.K.  53sfent,  declared  for  the  Romans,  and  would  h^ye  taken 
^%1'7?'  ^^^^  immediately  againft  the  C^rthaginiaos,  if  winf^r, 
which  then  came  on,  bad  not  obliged  iN^h  fi^s  to  re- 
tire into  their  quarters. 
lAy.  jqdi-      And  this  is  what  pafled  in  Sp^in  jfee  f^con4  y?ar  of 
*3.  the  war  with   Hannibal,  whilft  the  fidut^ry  A^hf  of 

Fabius  in  Italy  had  given  th^  Romans  tixne  to  breathe 
after  fo  nuny  loffes.  Whjit  is  furpr^zing  here  is»  that 
at  the  fame  tune,  that  fo  wife  ^  conduft  gave  Hapni- 
bal  the  ytmoit  anxiety,  whq  faw  the  Rom^n^  iwX  at 
kngth  chofen  a  General,  that  m^^  ws^*  by  priDciple 
and  not  by  chance  \  it  wa$  miftaken  by  th^  very  pco-. 
pie,  who  reaped  the  benefit  of  it,  by  tkif  JkQifi^% 
Qoth  of  the  city  and  army,  efpeci^ly  tifter  ^  (Ughc  ad- 
vantage, of  which  we  (hall  foon  fpe^ki 
Ibid.  Two  things  alfo  contribqtecj  tQ  r^Qidb^r  this  General 

nut.  in  odious  to  the  Romans.  Fir^,  |he  ftrjitagpHEi  of  Hw^ 
r»b-  »78-  nibal,  who  having  been  (hewa  »n  (?ftate  bdongijOg  to 
.  ^he  Didator  by  deferters  •,  for-b^dp  wy  f ^v^age^  to  be 
committed  upon  it,  whilA:  l\^  puF  tU  around  if  to  firs 
^nd  fword,  in  order  to  render  him  fufpe^od  of  fem^ 
intelligence  with  the  Cardhagim^ns;  The  G^W^A  thin^ 
which  alfo  contributed  to  alienate  the.  People  againft 
him,  wa^  his  halving  niade  a  treaty  with  Hannibal, 
without  confulting  the  Senate,  in  refpe£btotJie  Cartel 
for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  i  by  which  it  wa3  agceed, 
as  had  been  done  in  the  firft  yt^y  (ih^t  mm  SiQyld  be 
reftored  for  man ;  and  that  fpr  t^  raniqm  oJF  ehofek 
who  remained  after  the  ejfi:h»n^,  j^  thouffifid  f^^rces 
per  head  fhould  be  paid,  th^t  i.$«  ^bout  fix  pounds 
fterling.  The  number  of  the  prifqner^  that  the  Ro- 
mans had  to  r^fom,  amounted  %Q  a  fujsi  of  m>r^  fihan 
fifteen  hundred  pounds,  Thii  Wtiple  irf  th^  r^fam 
having  been  propofed  in  the  S.en^te,  (ind  the  Senate 
always  deferring  to  order  the  niop^y  to  be  paid,  bo- 
caufe  Fabius  had  made  this  treaty  without  their  paitt- 
cipatipn,  he  at  length  thought  proper  to  &ud  hU  fon 
to  Rome,  with  inm-u6Hons  tq  ^Uthe  land^  which  thr 
enemy  had  fparied,  and  ranfomed  the  prifoners  with 
his  own  money.    Moft  of  them  were  defirous  to  rt^. 

imburfi; 
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iinJburfe  him  aft;crward.s  j  but  he  could  not  be  pr^vafl- A^-  sjs. 
cd  upojj  to,  confqot  to  it  ^iV  '  • 

We  have  ftlrjsiady  laid,  that  Hannibal  had  feized  Poiyb.  ai. 
Geraunium  io  Apulia,  a^d  intended  to  form  his  nia-^^^;  ^^^^ 
g^ines  in  that  place,  and  to  fettle  his  winter-quarters  24, ' 
there.     He  was  aftually  incamped  before  the  walls  of 
that  city,  from  whence  he  fent  two-thirds  of  his  army 
to  forage,  with  orders  to  each  man  to  bring  in  a  cer- 
tain mcafure  of  corn  to  thofc   who.  were  appointed 
to  lay  it  up :  the  third  part;  of  his  troops  ferved   to 
guard  his  cam|),  and  tofuft^iA  the  foragers  in  cafe 
m^y  ftiould  be  attacked. 

Mjv^ucii^s,  had  approachei^  U^rxwif^  and  incamped 
lA  the  terruprv  pf  Ip^iAuin,  with  the  army  which  he 
coDjou^i^ded  ^lone,  after  the  Diftator  went  to  Rome. 
%eu)g  jumfeljf  at  liberty  tp  ad  through  his  fupprior's 
^i^nqe^  he  meditated  pirojefts,  that  fuited  his  genius,; 
ibm^tin^^s  of  faHing  vppn  Hannibal's  foragers  whilft 
diiperfed  in  thp  country,  and  fometime^,  of  attacking 
his  qamp,  vfb^};^  only  the  third  pari;  of  his  ^rmy  re-^  , 
mained.  H^^nib^l  fopn  perceived,  that  the  methodj 
of  mj^ingw^r  had  cha^iged  wi^h  the  General  in  the 
enemies  camp.  As  tp  hw,  feeing  that  the  Hptxian^ 
M^rPft?hcd>  h?  contented  himfelf  with  fending  the 
yurd  piwt  of  his,  ibl^iets  ^p  forage,  and  kept  the  reft 
yj  his  C2ip)p,  H[e  was  aj>yays  atteative  to  his  firft- 
wfigi^  p  W.hich  was  npi  to  confuipe  his  plunder,  ^nd 
to  l^y  up  great  quantities  gf  provifions,  in  order  that 
ftijifiiig  the  wintef-fluarter^  the.  men,  c^rriage-beafts, 
^  plppfiall)?;  tKe  hprft^,  niight  vfant  for  nothing;  for 
^  V^?  Vpo"  his.rav^lry  thijit  he  principally  relied. 
^  Hanpib^  h^fent  auriDg  thp  night  foiiie  Nymidi- 
^s,  whp  fei7^4  ^^  erpinence  n^^r  the  Upmans,  and 
Vfhiph  CQTOm^iie^  thpiir  c^p.  The  l^t^er,  d^fpifin^ 
'^hp  fjp^l  ^^urnbpr  of  thofp  NUmidi^ns,  diflodged  them 
lif.  rjf^t  day,  ^t\^,  in^ai^ippcl  there  chemfclves,  By 
this  Wf  4ns;,  ther«;  remaned  pnly  a  very  fmall  fpace 
.petween  the  two  c^mps,  Minucius,  one  day  perceiv- 
ing that  the  g^rc^tpft  part  of  thp  Carthaginian  ^rn^y 
^^s  difpprfed  in  tne  country,  det^hed  his  cavalry  and 
^         •  Ff4  light' 
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A.  R.  535- light-armed  infantry  againft  the  foragers,  and  went 
^Ti  ?  himfelf  with  the  Legions  to  attack  the  .camp  of  the 
*'^'     Carthaginians.     AH  that  Hannibal  could  do,  was  to 
defend  himfclf.    The  (laughter  of  his  foragers  was 
great.     This  fuccefs  infpired  Minucius  with  cxceflivc 
pride  and  arrogance,  and  flulhed  him  with  a  boldnels 
and  temerity,  that  was  fenfible  of  no  dan^r,  and.  fuf- 
fcred  him  ta  fee  nothing  but  certain  vi6lory  in  the 
moft  hazardous  entcrprizes. 
Polyb.  ill.     Fame,  which  always  magnifies  things,  publiihed 
^^3-     ..  this  fmall  advantage,  which  Minucius  had  gained,  as 
^5^*^'  a  great  vidtory.    The  letters  wrote  by  the  General  of 
piut.  page  the  horfe  ftill  rofe  upon  rumour.    N6thing  was  talked 
**^'        oifin  the  affemblies  of  the  Senate  and  People  for  fc- 
veral  days  but  this  affair :  their  joy  was  not  to  be  cx- 
preffed.     As  there  had  been  almoft  no  hopes  hitherto 
of  this  war,  it  was  believed,  that  affairs  were  upon  the 
point  of  changing  face.   Befides  which,  this  advantage 
made  people  think  that  if  the  troops  had  done  no- 
thing hitherto,   it  was  not  through  want  of  courage  % 
but  that  it  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  timorous  circum- 
Jfpcftion  and  exceflive  prudence  of  the  Diftator,  in  rc- 
ipeft  to  whom  no  reproaches  were  fpared. 

Fabius  alone,  in  the  midft  of  the  public  univeHal 

joy,  believed  neither  rumour,  nor  Minucius's  letters  ; 

and  though  every  thing  had  been  exadUy  true,  he  was 

not  afraid  to  fay,  that  he  apprehended  more  from 

Minucius's  good  fuccefs,  than  if  he  had  met  with  a 

little  adveruty.     No-body  gave  ear  to  him,  and  die 

Senate  itfelf  was  averfe  to  hear  him  cry  up  the  enemy's 

forces,  and  repeat  the  defeats,  which  the  temerity  and 

ignorance  of  former  Generals  had  occafioned.     He 

however  declared,  "  that  if  he  continued  to  command, 

he  would  call  Minucius  to  an  account  for  having 

fought  contrary  to  his  orders.    That  he  would  foon 

make  the  Romans  confefs,  that  a  good  General  con* 

fidered  fortune  as  nothing,  and  fet  no  value  upon  any 

thing  but  prudence  and  reafon.    That  he  thought,  he 

had  deferved  more  glory,  in  the  prefent  conjunAinTf 

for  having  preferved  his  troops  trom  any  fhame  and 

di%racc. 
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difgrace,  than  if,  at  other  dmes,  he  had  (Iain  many  A.  R.  535* 
thoufands  of  the  enemy."  '^*-  9* 

All  thefe  difcourfcs  had  no  effcdt.    One  of  the  Tri*     *'^' 
bunes  had  the  infolence  to  exclaim  againft  Fabius  with- 
out any  bounds.    He  faid,   ^^  That  it  was  no  bnser 
poITible  to  bear  his  ill  humour.     That  not  fatished 
with  having  prevented  in  perfon  and  upon  the  fpot, 
the  advantages  which  might  have  been  gained  over 
the  enemy,  he  deftroyed,  as  fkr  as  in  him  lay,  thofe 
which  had  afhially  been  gained  in  his  abfence.    That 
he  only  protrafted  the  war  for  the  fdce  of  continuing 
longjer  m  command,  and  to  be  fole  mafter  bodi  in 
Rome  and  the  army.    That  in  order  to  prevent  Mi- 
nucius  from  looking,  the  enemy  in  the  face,  and  un- 
dertaking Ibme  mihtary  expedition,  he  had  in  a  man- 
nertied  up  his  hands,  and  had  kept  the  foldiers  con« 
fined  within  their  intrenchments  as  in  a  prifon.    That 
laftly,  as  foon  as  the  Di£tator^s  departure  had  fet  them* 
at  liberty,  they  had  marched  againft  the  enemy,  had 
defeated^  and  put  them  to  flight.    That  for  all  thefe 
reafons,  he  ihould  boldly  have  propofcd  to  diveft  Fa- 
bius of  the  Didbatorihip,  if  the  Romans  had  the  courage 
of  their  forefiithers.    But  as  the  run  and  tafte  of  the 
times  was  incapable  of  an  aftion  of  vigour,  he  would 
content  himfelf  with  a  very  moderate  demand,  whkh 
was,  that  the  authority  Ihould  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  Didkator  and  the  General  of  the  horfe,  with- 
out fufferingO^Fabius,  however,  to  return  to  the  army^ 
before  he  nominated  a  new  Coidful  in  the  room  of  Fia- 
minius." 

The  Dilator  did  not  deign  to.juftify  himfelf  againft 
(he  Tribune's  accufation ;  but  railing  his  voice,  faid : 
«  He  thought  it  proper  that  without  lofs  of  time 
they  (hould  compleat  the  facrifices  and  religious  cere- 
monies, for  which  he  had  been  made  to  come  to  Rome, 
in  order  that  he  might  return  fbon  to  the  army,  to 
chaftife  the  temerity  of  Minucius,  who,  contrary  to 
his  orders,  had  attacked  the  enemy."  He  created  M. 
Atilius  Regulus  Conful,  and  the  evening  befbre  the 
people  were  to  give  their  fuffrages  upon  the  propofal 
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A.  R.  5^5;  of  4he  Tnbfune,.  •  that  he  might  nof^  be  witnefs  of  the 
Ant.  c.  JjJq^  ^ey  ^ere  going  to  give  h\$  ai^^bority  in  refpcft 
^'  t9  tl^e  G^n^al  pf  the  bfifih  h/e  ict  out  in  the  mghc 
io  Of 4er  to  rqjoin  the  arn^.  The  next  day  the  Pco- 
.  pie  ^flqmblcd  ?afjy,  apd  ,the  Xribupe  made  the  pio- 
poC^JL  Bif t  it  vas.neceilary,  ^cc^rding  to  cuilpm,  that 
foiTvsrbodyfihQyl4  ^eak  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  ex- 
p^l^  it  at  larg^.to  tliub  qiujciti^,  before  they  proceed- 
ed tQ  vot^  Qf  ^4  the  Homan%  Ya^io  ^one,  tpck  up- 
of>  ji^m  th^  odipiis  cpmmiiBon  tp.  iUppart  t|ie  Tribune's 
^P^r9^^\  ^e  flifll  \0Qn  fee  whf t  this  V^rrowas. 
jjie  propoii^l  pafl^ii.  ai^4  -f  ^^is  Kc^i vp4  the  news  of 
it  m>oi)  the  rosKi.  Eyqy  bo4y,  as  iv^l  in  the  cigr  ai 
at.  ^f .  ^niy,  fr^Ad^  9^  eaexnys»  coaAdered  this  dcr 
cree  as  t|[ie  groiToft:  aiiToot,  ap4  (hq  ^^  igm>ipiiiioii|s 
tre^tfncot^  thatt:ould  l^e  oiFered  t|)e  Didator.  He 
4Wf  judged  quit;e  difF^eatly  of  if.. .  And  as  the  Sm 
qiol^  aniwered  ofle,  who  toljd  lfiq>,  "  ihcfc  peow 
^  l^u^  at  ypu  i"  ''.  And  f^r  ipy  p vt>**  %f  ^''v?  ^^^^ 
fipjphf  r,  "  I  doft't  think  thpy  laugji  ?t  tnc  ;*'  JudfiiQJ 
very  rightly  that  xfifif^^  ar?  9n]|y  ^rj^ed  yrho  4^9 
derif^on,  and  yfhp  fH'e  moved  ^  concern^. ^ti^-; 
F^biiis  in  lik^  ^ao^r  r^mainp^  infenfible  tp  \bi^  &^ 
pc\fi;4  infult.  ^e  b9rp  the  iqju^e  of  the  peqD|e  vm 
the  ffUne  con%a(^y  of  foul^  mtlfi  wh^h  he  h^d  liiS*^: 
ed.the  ii\vci^Yes  qf,ivs  cnepiies^j  ^d,  well^ioi 
tl^at  )n  dividing  tti^xoipnundl^^wee^  Minucit^aO(| 
JiifH)  they  had  iiot  dWM^  ^li^  i^  tl|C  art  of  cxuor 
ngand^g  ^  h^  ^?tw^e4  inJ9  'w  9Wfe  ^P  ^^  ^* 
rious  over  the  infults  of  his  citizens,  than  the  ardfiec^ 
9f  the  enemy. 
Liv.  xxii.  Minijoiijs  thoygjityciy  diiFfrfn^y,  He  yrj^  ^¥^f^ 
piut  in  iR%Rprt?^Wetbrpi^h.the  pride,  with  which  his fufr 
Fab.p.i79'C?6^  fiknd  the  %pvr  pf  t^e  ^BvUit^ffe,  had  iirfpiw 
him  }  l^ut  now,,  obferving  np  rpean,  l^e  boaftedf  thjl^ 
)kc  was  no  Icfs  tlje  coaqu^fpr  of  F^biyf,  than  of  H^- 
.HibjiJ.  Jie  fftid  with  greaf  felf-f^^^^Jaipn,  "  T^ 
ibis  fiimous  Qenerai,  the  iole  reipurce  in  the  difgr^^fl! 
((^  t|ie  public,  th4s  Djdlator  judged  fpjely  capabk  <* 
wJ^i«§  k^^  ^l^  U^milf^  hi4  %n  hi?  njfcng 
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his  General  of  the  hode,  become  his  equal  by  *der-^*-  *^5* 
crec,  of  which  theoe  was  no  example  ii>  the  whole  feries  ^ij. 
of  the  hiitory  oi  the  Konuin  Peopfe ;  and  that  in  the 
fiune  cicy^  where  the  Generals  of  the  horie  had  beeft 
accuftomed  to  tremble  at  the  fight  of  the  Diftator'a 
rods  and  a^ees ;  with  ib  much  luftre  had  his  merit  and 
petfonal  good  fortune  appeared !  That  he  would  there^ 
fore  purfue  his  good  fortune,  if  the  DiAator  obftinaiely 
perfifted  in  a  flow  and  timorous  conduft,  condemnea 
by  the  Gods  and  men.'^ 

The  a&iona  of  Minuciua  v^ero  agreeable  t^i  his  dif^ 
cottrfr.  Frooa  the  ftrfik  day  that  lie  faw  F^bius,  he 
told  hun,  that  it  was'neoeffiuy  to  determine  in  what 
aaaaner  dkey  flibuld  ufq  the  authority,  which  had  lately 
been  dtvidoi  between  th^ :  and,  without  wdtiag  the 
DidatOflS  anfwer,  he  gave  his  own  opinion  firft,  and 
dechv^d,  that  in  bis  judgnaent,  the  oefl:  th^y  could 
do,  was  to  agree,  that  each  of  them  ihouU  command 
the  whole  army  in  chief  ahernatejy  dunng  one.  Afy^ 
Oir  for  a  longer  fpace  of  time,  if  thifu:  was  t&uighc  qx^ 
pedient.  Fabius  was  not  of  this  opinion.  He  tm 
lieved,  ^^  that  all  which  fhould  be  abandoned  to  the 
tBmeriQr  pf  his  Collegue,  would  at  the  fame  time  be 

rn  up  to  ths  mercy  of  fortune.  He  chofe  to  divide 
ttoo^  iato  two  bodies.  He  owned,  that  he  w^ 
obliged  to  give  him  a  ihave  in  the  command,  but  not 
to  git®  it  up  entirely  to  him :  prafiefting,  that  he  never 
would  vohuttarily,  and  of  his  own  accord,  renounce 
f[Oveming  (he  public  afl^^rs  with  prudsnce,  at  leaft 
according  to  the  part  of  the  ^thonisy  he  was  oer- 
mitted  to  retain ;  and  that  as  he  was  peveqi^td  fiom 
pvefrrving  th^  whole,  he  would  at  leaii  pur&inne  what 
he  could."  As  fixui  as  the  partition  of  the  troops  was 
jnade,  Minucius  cefobred  to  incamp.feparately,  and  ' 
pofted  himfelif  in  the  plain. 

The  *  two  great  qus^ies  that  fivm  a  great  Cap- 
tain, are  valiwir  and  prudence :   but  they  all  border 

•  Ac  fajic,  qi;o4  dii|caiip[iB|ji  eft.  &  pr^lioib-cniius  cfat,  ^  bpPP* 
confilio :  quorum  aiterum  ex  pnnrideiitia  timorem,  altenim  ex  audacia 
^tnisritisefli.  jpioimiquf  alfcixs iolibt.    S4i.i.vsT.in  hfiU.  Jugvrt. 

vpon 
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*j|^  ^5-  tipoii  two  great  failings,  which  may  have  tenible  con- 
%Mf.  finquences.  For,  ufuaUy,  prudence  through  too  grctt 
precaution  degenerates  into  fear ;  and  valour,  through 
too  much  audacity,  into  raflmefs.  We  (hali foonfee 
Minucius  fall  into  this  latter  fault :  but  Fabius  always 
kn^  how  to  ohferve  a  wife  moderation,  a  mean, 
which  is  very  rare  and  difficult,  being  equally  brave 
in  aftion,  and  circumlpeft  in  enterprizes,  as  Sdhift 
fays  of  Jugurtha. 
f^i^  iii.  Hannibal,  who  knew  all  that  palfed  amongft  the 
^  .  enemy  by  the  means  of  deferters  and  his  fpies,  ^ta 
^\?o.  double  joy  in  efieft  of  the  change  diat  had  happened. 
For  the  raihnefs  of  Mmucius  bdne  now  unlimiied, 
was  an  affured  prev  for  him ;  and  the  prudence  of 
FaUus  had  loft  half  its  ftrength.  Between  the  camps 
of  Minucius  and  Hannibal  there  was  an  eminence  fo 
Jituated,  that  whoever  feized  it  firft,  muft  have  a  gttat 
•dvants^  over  his  enemy.  Hannibal  knew  all  the 
importance  of  this  poft ;  but  was  not  in  hafte  to  fetze 
it  ^  becaufe  he  expefied  to  make  a  better  ufe  of  it; 
by  leaving,  it  to  become  an  occafion  of  a  battle.  The 
plain  round  about,  viewed  at  a  diftance,  feemed  en- 
tirely level  ^d  open,  and  at  firft  fight  was  judged  in- 
capable of  ambuftades«  But  Hannibal  had  oraerved 
hoUows,  cuts^  and  cavities  in  it,  each  deepc  enou^ 
to  contain  and  conceal  about  two  hundred  meii.  He 
threw  five  hundred  horie  and  five  thoofand  foot  into 
them  in  the  ni^ht.  And  left  that  ambulcade  fhouki 
be  difcovered  m  the  morning  by  the  enemy's  fora^en^ 
at  fun*rife  the  next  day  he  caufed  the  hill  to  be  feized 
by  his  light-armed  troops. 

Minucius  believed  the  occafion  happy,  and  fent  out 
his  light-^raied  infantry,  with  orders  to  difpute  this 
poft  yigoroufly.  He  made  his  cavalry  follow  them, 
and  then  marched  out  himfelf  with  his  legions.  Han- 
nibal, on  his  fide,  continually  fent  new  troop;  thither, 
which  he  followed  immediately  with  the  hmfe,  and 
the  reft  of  his  army ;  fo  that  the  adtion  infcnfibly  bc- 
;  came  general.  The  light-armed  Romans  who  ad- 
vanced up  hill,  were  beatxlown  firft  vpon  the  cavak^i 
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that  foUbwed  them.  The  latter  was  feon  broke  by  A*  R.  sir 
the  Carthaginian  horfe,  which  were  much  fuperior  in  ^J^ 
number,  and  retired  towards  the  main  body  of  the  1&> 
gions.  The  infantry,  though  furroundcd  with  tcr-» 
rified  troops,  remained  alone  intrepid ;  and  if  it  had 
fought  in  a  lefs  difadvantageous  ppft  i  and  ftratagem^ 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  had  not  been  united  with 
force,  the  fucceis  of  the  precedmg  days  had  fo  much 
animated  them,  that  they  were  in  a  difpofition  to  di& 
pute  the  vidory  well.  But,  at  that  moment,  Han- 
nibal gave  the  fignal  for  the  troops  in  ambufcade  to 
move,  who  fuddenly  atucking  the  legions  in  flank  and 
rear,  occafioned  fo  much  diforder  and  confternatioft 
amongft  them,  that  none  of  them  had  either  courage 
enough  to  fight,  or  any  hopes  of  faving  themfelves  bj 
flying. 

Fabius,  whom  his  zeal  for  the  good  of  the  State 
rendered  attentive  to  all  his  CoUegue's  motions,  faw 
from  his  camp  the  danger  to  which  the  army  of  Mi- 
Jiucius  was  cxpofed.  '«  I  rightly  fofefaw  (faid  he) 
*•  that  raftinels  would  foon  meet  the  misfortune  it 
**  purfues.  But  let  us  refer  our  reproaches  to  another 
^*  time ;  and  now  fly  to  their  aid.  Let  tis  go  and 
**  force  the  vidoryout  of  the  enemy's  hands,  and  from 
•*  the  mouths  of  our  own  people  the  confeflion  of 
<•  their  fault.*'  Thofe  that  fled,  at  the  fight  of  the 
aid,  which  they  received  in  a  manner  as  if  it  had  com6 
from  heaven,  refumed  courage,  and  joined  the  army 
of  Fabius,  which  advanced  in  good  order.  The  de- 
feated troops,  and  thofe  which  were  ftiU  quite  frefli, 
forming  now  but  one  body,  were  in  full  march  t6 
charge  the  Carthaginians,  when  Hannibal  caufed  the 
retreat  to  be  founded,  not  difowning,  that  if  he  had 
defeated  Minucius,  Fabius  in  his  turn  had  defeated 
him )  an  highly  glorious  teftimony  from  fuch  an  ene* 
my  !  He  added,  by  way  of  pleafantry,  •  '^  that  at 
length  the  cloud  which  ufed  to  fl^ew  itfelf  upon  the 
hills,  was  fallen  with  much  noife  and  a  great  ftorm/'  ^ 

•  Tandem  earn  nubem,  que  federe  in  jugis  moRtium  folit^  &%, 
€«m  procella  imbrtm  dediflt,    Liv, 
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^R.if39^  After  the  bittlcFYbios  having,  taken  the  i|>oils  6f 
^J^^  tbc  enemy  who  had  been  left  upon  the  fpot  rectjrned 
to  his  camp,  without  ktcing  a  (ingle  offenfLvc^  or  angry 
word  againft  his  CoUegue  efcape  him. 
lav.  xxii.  '  Something  would  have  been  wanting  to  the  glory 
so/30.  *  of  the  Diftatxn*,  if  Minoctus  himfelf  had  not  paid 
Plut.  i<i«  homage  to  it.  He  did  fo,  and  in  the  molt  fofema 
ftianner  poffible.  As  ibon  as  he  entered  his  camp  after 
the  batde^  he  aflembled  his  foldiers,  and  made  the 
folk>winff  difcourfe  to  them.  ^*  I  have  often  heard 
^  that  the  firil  and  higheft  degree  of  merit  is  to  know 
*^  how  to  aA  aright  of  one  felf,  without  having  00 
^  cafion  for  the  counfel  of  Others :  the  fecond^  to  be 
*^  capable  of  following  and  cxecudng  good  advice  : 
^  but  that  he  who  neither  knows  how  to  oommand 
^<  nor  obey,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  weakeft 
^  of  men.  As  nature  does  notadmtt  us  to  afpire  at 
««  the  firft  kind  of  glory,  let  Ui  at  leaft  endeavour  to 
^<  deferve  the  fecond ;  and  dll  we  have  learnt  how  to 
^^  command,  let  us  fubmit  to  obey  one  wifer  than  oujv 
^'  felves.  Let  us  go  and  rejom  Fabius,  and  cany  our 
'^  enfigns  to  his  tent.  The  only  occafion  in  which  I 
^  will  command  you  from  henceforth,  is  to  go  and 
^  fubmit  to  his  orders ;  and  to  pay  at  the  fame  time 
*^  the  refped  and  obedience  which  we  owe  to  hiau 
<*  When  I  have  faluted  him  by  the  name  of  Father,  a 
^*  tide  he  merits  both  by  his  rank,  and  the  great  ier'> 
**  vice  we  have  juft  received  from  him,  do.  you  alib^ 
*^  fellow-foldiers,  falutethofe,  by  whofeannsandva* 
**  li^ur  you  have  juft  been  preferved,  your  patroAs  and 
^^  prefervers ;  and  if  we  have  acquired  notkinff  eUc 
'^  this  day,  it  fhall  at  leail  give  us  the  glory  of  being 
•*  grateful" 

He  immediately  put  htmfclf  at  their  head,  and 
marched  direftly  to  the  camp  of  the  Diftator.  Fabiu% 
and  all  that  were  with  him,  wese  very  much  fiirprized^ 
when  they  faw  him  arrive.  Every  thing  was  done 
confbrmaUy  to  the  defign  Minucius  had  laid  down. 
After  he  had  cauTed  his  enfigns  to  be  planted  before 
Fabius*s  tribunal,  he  began  the  firft  by  iahitkig  him 
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ymdi  the  name  off  Father,  and  aU  his  fokKers  falated  A.%.  sir- 

the  I)i<5kator*s  with  that  of  patt+ons  atod  pmfeiVws*  ^jjjlf^' 

He  then  fpoke  *  a»  follows.    "  Oiwt  Diftafear*  i  hive 

•«  juft  equalled  you  wkh  my  father^  by  giviiig  yrtj  the 

<^  fame  name  $  but  i  am  more  indebted  €6  ye^  tj^trico 

«  him.    Tahim  i  oniy  owe  my  Kfe^  to  ycm  I  c>we 

*«  not  only  that,  birt  the  fives  of  all  ttefe  folditrs  ttect 

«  furfotiftd  me.    I  myfetf  thercfofe  candel  and  aUmt 

*«  the  ddcteeof  the  People,  whieh  Was  rarhwiabap- 

"  then  than  an  honotir  to  me,    I  reAmi  with  joy  ta 

"  pf  obedience  to  ycrar  tathority  and  inidclr  y^ttt  Au- 

^'  fpiceS)  and  that  for  the  greMr  advtenage,.  isb  i 

•«  hope  and  defire,  as  well  <^ybtnie)f  trfld  me,  as  of 

^  your  two  armies,  of  which  the  ofte  ds  irfdebced  fer 

^  its  prefcrvation  to  the  other.     I  only  ehtrt^  you  to 

«  forget  all  thait  is  piflfed,  and  to' permit  me  t6  wtflm 

**  tinder  your  cetouiandrfie  office  df  Omeral  df  "die 

•«  hoffc,  and  theft  the  rank  they  hold  m  tih*  t«»pB/* 

After  this  difqiairfe,  the  affioer^and  foldiers  of  the 
fwo  armies  embraced.  Fabius*s  troop  reddved  thoft 
of  Min'ocius,  known  or  not,  iifeo  their  t&m^  wkk  the 
ntoft  fenfible  mark  of  kihdnefs  and  aflc Afion.  Ml  be^ 
cvOhc  Mehds  that  'moitoit ;  and  tikac  <)ayv  which  had 
began  fo  unhappily,  coneftided  with  unwerfel  jc^. 

As  focm  as  the  news  of  this  reconcirhairidn  was  car-i* 
i^d  to  RdmOy  and  confirmed  by  teofers  from  theiye^ 
rte^als  aYKl  foldiers,  there  was  'not  One  who  did  not  ex^ 
tolfhe  Didracor's  generofity  and  w%lom  to  theifldes. 
They  fffw  how  mtich  fopenor  the  true  knowloc^  of 
icommancHng,  afldiai  always  jodidoui  ^d  finmciai*- 

*  I  cannot  help  inferting  here  the  fpeock  flutarch  911  ts  irfto  ^he 
mouth  of  Minycius,  which  is  very  (hirfrng  £ttti  abdtmds  -f^  tH^, 
Whereas  flwe  <>f  Ifivy  ft  mbrt^fimple.  •<  Ydt  litifvc  thrs  day,^DiSfeitor, 
rained  1^0  tciy  fignsd  vidtories :  by  your  valour,  you  have  overcome 
Sic  cnemV  :  and  By  your  wilHom  knd  gehfei'tf(lty,.yoirr*O0llftgUd,  Ify 
the  one  c^tbefe  vineries  ydu  -have  pmil*vM»  baft  <»^.  tiit  OtfiMryttu 
have  inftru6led,  us ;  and  the  advantage  you  have  gained  over  me  is 
no  lefs  falutary  and  glorious  for  me,  than  my  defeat  by  Hanaihal  ^was 
fiiameful  and  unhappy.  Itherefore  call  you  Father,  naVing  «•  name 
more  venerable,  that  I  can  give  you ;  though  the;obl^atio!i  i^vc^o 
3rott  is  much  greater  than  to  him  who  gave  nielife.  For  i  not  tijil^ 
owe  my  ow«me  to  you/but*thepr«fei^ationof  alltiieievaiiuu-m^^'* 

duft, 
8 


Digitized  by 


Google        ^ 


448  SERVILIUS,  iXEGULtrs,  <;ohfuls; 


A.R 


m-du&^  was  to  raih  braVery,  and  a  frantic  itch  fbf 
•17*  fign^izing  ondclf.  Hannibal  and  the  CMthagwiiaai 
h^  an  higher  opinion  of  Fabias  than  before,  ai^  dico 
firft  began  to  perceive,  that  they  made  war  in  Italy^ 
and  agunft  the  Romans.  For,  always  before,  they 
had  conceived  fuch  a  contempt  for  tlK>fe,  who  com* 
manded  the  troops  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  well  a 
for  the  troops  themfelves,  that  they  could  fcarce  ima- 
gine they  were  at  war  with  the  fame  nation,  of  whom 
their  fathers  had  left  them  fi>  terrible  an  idea. 

We  fee  here  excellent  qualities  in  Fabius,  and  the 
more  admirable  as  they  are  more  unconunon.  In  batdc, 
to  confront  the  ^ateft  dangers,  and  even  death,  tss 
great  efibrt  of  virtue ;  it  is,  however,  common.  But 
patiently  to  fufier  the  moft  injurious  and  unmerited 
reproaches ;  to  fee  his  reputation  torn  in  pieces  by  a 
fuborctinate  and  dependant  officer ;  to  expofe  him&tf 
touniverfal  cenfure  and  diferace,  for  obferving  the 
only  conduft  capable  of  preferving  the  State*,  and  to 
fee  the  moft  important  fervices  repaid  with  the  moft 
cruel  ingratitude  by  an  whole  people,  and  not  to  de- 
part either  frond  his  plan  or  his  duty  in  the  midft  (tf 
fo  many  and  fo  fenfible  fubjefts  of  difcontent  ^  diis 
muft  be  confefled  to  be  the  effed:  of  a  force,  con- 
ftancy  and  noblenefs  of  fentiments  much  above  die 
common.  The  love  of  virtue  is,  in  moft  men,  fo 
languid  and  weak,  that  it  can  fcarce  fupportitfelf  widi- 
out  the  help  of  the  approbation  and  efteem  of  mcn^ 
*  How  glorious  did  this  generous  contempt  of  glorf 
become  for  Fabius,  and  with  what  intereft  did  it  not 
jTpay  him  what  he  fecimed  to  have  loft  and  facrificed 
for  the  public  good ! 

This  t  love  of  the  public  good  was  the  foul  of  his 
aftions,  and  continuity  infpired  him  wi^  that  in- 
flexible firnmefs  and  conftancy  for  the  fervice  of  his 

*  Adeo  fpretain  tempore  gloria  cum  fcenore  redit!    Lit* 

t  [Eft]  UlapictatitconlhmdaadmirabiUg,qiiamQjFabmf  MaxifflW 

Infiitigabilem  patrie  pneftitit.— Comphmbos  tnjanis  ^>^^?lj^ 
eodera  aoimi  habitu  permanfit,  nee  unqtiam  fibi  rei|>.  permifitiwif 
tarn  perfeyenuu  in  amort  civiam  faat.    Val,  Max,  ni.  8« 
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country,  agginft  which  he  never  deviated  into  the  leaft  A.R.  515  • 
Jrefcntment,  whatever  injury  he  received  from  it.  "  ' '  ^j^' 

To  thefe  excellent  qualities,  Fabius  added  another, 
^ot  lef3  eftimable,  nor  rare,  which  is  to  refift  the 
crateful  and  powerful  attraftions  of  revenge,  become 
^o  jiatural  to  .man  fince  his  corruption.  Not  only  not 
a  word  of  indignation  and  infult  efcapes  him  againft 
an  enemy,  who  had  fo  cruelly  injured  him ;  but,  fooh 
after,  when  it  was  in  his  power  to  have  let  hi.m  perifli 
in  an  a&ion,  in  which  his  own  ralhnefs  had  engaged 
him,  he  flies  tp  his  aid,  extricates  him  out  of  danger, 
accepts  his  fubmiflion,  and  reftores  him  to  his  friend- 
jl|hip,  without  inaking  him  fenfible  of  the  injury  re- 
eved, and  his  injuftice,  by  the  flighteft  reproach. 

Fabius*s  condudt  here  in  refpedt  to  Hannibal,  which 
was  only  defigned  infenfibly  to  revive  die  confidence 
^of  ,5l>c  JRpman  armies,  difcouraged  by  preceding  de- 
^k^\  to. abate  the  impetuous  ardour  of  the  young 
*yi(ftor  hctha^  tooppofe  by  aftefted  delays  j  tp  'under- 
^9))Qe  ^d  coqfmT^c  his  :ftrcng^h  by. degrees,  by  incef^ 
3f4Pfly.b^rrairing;)iis  tpops,;  to  make  him  incapable 
^eifjier  of  ravagiijg  the  countries  of  the  allies,  or  ^f 
jforcfng  him  to  a  decifive  adion  :  this  condudt,  I  fay, 
.}^  always  been  copfidered  as  the  efiedt  of.cbnfuni^ 
^in^tc  .prudence,  and  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  rules 
^pf  t(ic  mt-  mij^aiy .  *  it  acquired  Fabius.  the  glori9us 
title  of  Wife  Delayer,  wKo  by  protraftion  had  fayed  j 

ijftc  St^te ;  a  title  vyfiich  did  him  more  honour  than 
£flll{ft^  viftgri^  he  could  have  gained.  And  indeed, 
jybat  courage,  j»^hat  gije^apiefi  qf  foul,  did  it  not  r(^- 
,qjifire,  ;tp  f^t  himle|f  above  the  runipurs  and  re- 
fjgfoa^hes  of  an  whole  army,  and  of  ^Imoft  the  whole 
sP^Vl^^y  apd  to.ljaye  po  view  but  the,fafety  of  his 

.•  Qpifitus  M2ixlmu5^&  bella  fferebat  ut  adolefcens,'  ciim  plane  cflct 
trandisj  &.Anmb'alert  juvcniutcr  cxtHtantcia  paticntia  i\ia  moUie* 
.^at,  <k^ao  predard  £uipiiaiis  nofter  £nniu3.    (It  isCatp  the  elder 
^Ijh^^geaks.) 

Unus  homo  nobis  cunAando  reftitult  rem. 
Non  j^onebat  cnim  rumores  ante  fahifem. 
£Cgo  magifqiM  magiiqae  viri  nunc  gloria  clar«t. 

Cic.4e  fene^.  n.  to. 
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^j^-  535'  country  ?  This  is  what  Ennius,  an  almoft  cotempo- 
a  1 7.  *  rary  P^^U  ^^  fo  ^^U  exprefled  in  vcrfes  known  by 
every  body. 

As  it  was  in  Fabius's  Didatorlhip,  which  will  icon 
end,  that  a  confiderable  change  happened  in  the  coin, 
I  thought  ,it  neccflary  to  treat  that  fubjeft  here  in  few 
word?. 

DIGRESSION   upon  the  Changes  made  in 
the  ROMAN  Coin. 

Piin.  T^  OME  at  firft,  as  we  have  obferved  elfewhere,  ufcd 
xxxiii.  3.  IV  Qj^iy  bj^s  of  brafs,  of  more  or  lefs  weight,  for 
money,  which  were  of  no  determinate  form,  and  had 
no  juft  imprcflion.  King  Scrvius  Tullius  made  Affes 
of  a  pound  in  weight;  and  this  was  czlhd  its  grave^ 
io  often  nfientioned  in  authors.  Thefe  aflfes  were 
weighed  and  not  counted.  He  caufed  them  to  be 
marked  with  the  figure  of  fome  animal,  {pecttdum) 
as  of  an  ox,  a  fheep,  an  hog,  which  occafioned  their 
being  called  pecuniae  Thefe  afles  were  divided  into 
feveral  piecesf  of  lefs  weight :  SetniffeSy  the  half ;  tri- 
entesy  the  third ;  quadrantesy  the  fourth.  Only  bra&- 
money  was  ufed  till  the  Confullhip  oif  C.  Fabius  and 
Q^Ogulnius,  that  is,  till  the  48 jd  year  of  Rome, 
five  years  before  the  firft  Punic  war. 

Rome  at  that  time,  become  more  powerful,  and 
miftrefs  of  almoft  all  Italy,  by  the  defeat  of  Pyrrhus 
and  the  Tarentini,  began  to  coin  filver-money;  viz. 
denarii^  quinariiy  that  were  afterwards  called  viBoriati 
znd  feftertii.  The  denarii  were  worth  ten  alTes,  or  ten 
pounds  of  brafs  ;  the  quinarii  five ;  the  fejiirtii  two 
and  an  half.  Hence  we  fee  how  fcarce  filver  was,  ahd 
how  much  it  was  worth  in  thofe  early  times.  Accoid- 
ingly  to  Budxus  and  Gronovius,  an  hundred  denarii 
were  very  near  the  pound  of  filver.  The  denarius  was 
worth  ten  afTes,  or  ten  pounds  of  brafs.  Confequendy 
every  pound  of  filver  was  worth  a  thoufand  afles,  or 
a  thoufand  pounds  of  brafs. 
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Soon  after,  that  is  during  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  P^^-  ^^'^^' 
neceffities  of  the  Commonwealth  occafiorted  the  affcs 
to  be  reduced  from  the  weight  of  one  pound  01^  twelve 
ounces,  to  that  of  two  ounces,  fextantarium  pondus^ 
alwap  retaining  the  fame  value.  This  new  brafs-mo-^ 
ney  had  alfo  a  new  ftamp,  viz.  a  Janus  with  two  faces 
on  one  fide,  and  the  prow  of  a  fliip  on  the  other. 

In  the  fccond  Punic  w^r,  during  the  Didatorfhip 
of  Fabius,  in  the  535th  year  of  Rome,  the  weight  o^ 
the  As  was  again  lowered  tb.one  half,  and  reduced  to 
one  ounce.  Its  proportion  with  filver  was  then  chang- 
ed, and  xht  denarius  was  worth  fixteen  aflcs.  *  Pliny 
obferves,  that  the  denarius  was  reckoned  in  the  pay  of 
the  foldiery  only  as  ten  aflcs  :  that  is,  by  continuing 
to  ufe  the  name  of  denarius  to  expre^  the  pay  of  the 
Ibldiers,  they  had  however .  only  f  ten  afles  and  not 
fixteen.  Accordingly  the  feditious  troops  demanded  . 
the  denarius  for  their  pay. 

Laftly*  the  weight  of  the  As  was  again  lowered  one 
half,  and  reduced  to  half  an  ounce.  The  law  which 
decreed  this  change,  and  which  Pliny  calls  Lex  Papi- 
riay  gives  us  the  name  of  its  author ;  but  it  is  not  ex- 
actly known  in  what  time  he  lived..  Though  the 
weight  of  the  As  was  then  leis  by  one  half  than  in  the 
time  of  the  fecond  Punic  war,  it  however  always  re- 
tained the  fame  proportion  with  filver. 

*  In  militari  tamen  ftipendio  femper  denarius  pro  decern  aflibusiU- 
tus.    PtiN.  ibid. 

t  Denis  in  diem  afllbus  animam  &  corpus  seftimari.  TACff.  An* 
sal.  L  17. 
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S  E  C  T.    n. 

^e  Omfkl  ServilutSf  after  ajbtrt  t9fedirim  mu  J^rim^ 
re^ims  into  Iiafyj  to  t^ks  upon  iim  the  <mmmi  ^ 
the  kmd-fvtm.  The  two  Cxa^ub  fMm  theflm^ 
Fabim.  Tbe  dqmties  of  Naples  ^ir  m  f^jku  i$  the 
Romam.  A  ffj^  vml  fitves  ipmiJbetL  jimhgeim 
fern  tc  differeiuphcis.  Pr^pmiiims  nuuk  fvr  tbe^hc^ 
iion  of  Ofnfids.  Bittb  <mi  idijfy^Anr  tf0^a$ro.  'Sft^ 
0f  a  Tribune  in  Us  favem.  He  is  ^Oed'CmjSd,  ed 
has  Paidns  jEmillm  for  >bis  XJMguf.  Pr^torsum- 
tated.  Number  ^  troeps.  Ambaffesie^s  frem  Bf 
Bitro  earpoe  M  Rone  f«M  prefems.  Ptefitmftmm 
Jpucbes  of  Ae  Confd  Vtctrro.  Wije  fpeeebiefPMiiet 
jEmilkts.  T(be Saeateiontort  bim  to cme toadet^ 
batik.  Fine  difcourfe  of  BMus  to  Pmubu  jEmBm. 
irhe  latPBf^s  mfioer.  ^eed^  of  PatAts  MtrnUrn  teiht 
troops^  HmmbaN  ftratagem  ^fiwertd,  Extfm 
difficidHeiy  to  wbicb  the  'ttmni  of  pro^^m  tiJua  "Urn 
JUarm  cf  Rme  caneermng  the  bffttk  "Upon  4be  point  ^ 
being  fought.  Divifidu  lani  J&fpm  between  the  tm 
C&flfuls.  Varr9  is  determined  to  giw  betuk  ^ceittfaiy 
to  bis  coUegue^s  opinion.  ^Hamdbars  J^ecb  to  bisfnt^ 
Famous  battle  jof  Cami^e.  Defmt  of  ^Ae  Remm. 
Death  of  Paulus  jEmilius.  RefieSion  upon  Hanmbets 
refufing  to  martb  dhtJHy  to  attaek  Rome.  The  Car- 
tb^fginians  take  the  Jpoiis  qf  the  dead  upon  the  field  "OJ 
battle.  Hannibal  makes  himfelf  mafier  of  thi  We 
eamps.  Generojity  of  a  lady  of  Canujium  in  refpe849 
the  Romans.  Scipio  the  younger  fupprejfes  a  dangenm 
confpiracy.  Four  thoufand  Rjmans  retire  to  VenuftA. 
The  Conful  Varro  repairs  thither. 

A  R.  535- \X7HILST  the  things  which  wc  have  Juft  related 

Ant,  C    ▼  ▼    paffed  in  Italy,  the  Conful  Cn.  Servilius,  after 

LivVxxii.  having  cruized  along  the  coafts  of  Sardinia  and  Cor- 

jx.  fica  with  a  fleet  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  galleys, 

and  received  hoftage^  from  both,  went  to  Afnca, 

whcr? 
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vhcfc  he  at  firft  gwed  fome  ^vaAt;^gQs,  But  a  Wqw  '^^  s^^' 
which  followed  foon  after,  ahlig?d  him  to  return  to  ,,^7, 
Sicily.  When  he  arrived  M  LUybaeum,  he  left  his 
fleet  with  the  Prwor  T.  OtaqiUu^^  who  appointed  his 
ticutcnant  P.  Sura  to  carry  it  back  to  Rome.  As 
to  himfclf,  he  crpfled  aU  Siqily  hy  land,  and  after- 
wards went  to  Italy  over  tbQ  ftrait  of  Meffina,  He 
received  letters  th?re  fran:\  Fabiw,  by  which,  after 
having  been  dittxoA  fvf.  months  V^  the  Di(^atorihip» 
he  recalled  him^  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  troops  in  conjunftion  with  his  Qollcgue  M.  Atiliu^ 

The  rwo  Confuls  being  placed  V^  the  head,  thcLiv.xxii. 
one  of  the  army  of  Fahius^  and  the  other  of  that  of  ^*' 
Minudus^  fortified  themfelves  early  in  the  quarters, 
where  they  were  to  pafs  the  winter,  (for  it  was  then 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  autumn)  and  afterwards  car^ 
ried  on  the  war  in  concert,  and  with  great  unity,  en^ 
tircly  according  to  the  plan  of  Fabius.  When  tjan- 
nibal  came  out  in  cjueft  of  wovifiops  and  for^e,  they 
alyays  attacked  him  at  advantage,  falling  upon  the 
ftragglers.  of  the  enemy,  but  carefully  avoiding  gene- 
ral adtions,  which  Hannibal  ardently  purfued.  3y 
this  conduft  the  Carthaginian  General  was  reduced  tp 
fuch  ftrarts  for  provifions^  that  if  hfl  had  not  feared 
being  reproached  with  flying,  he  WPuld  immediately 
have  removed  into  GauX  having  abfolutely  loft  a|l 
hope  of  fubfifting  his  troops,"  in  the  country  where 
he  was,  if  the  ConfuU  of  tne  next  year  pbfcrved  the 
iame  conduct  as  thefe. 

Winter  having  put  a  ftop  to  hoftilities  on  both  fide«,  ^^^ 
the  two  armies  continued  quiet  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Geraunkim  in  Apulia*  when  tl^e  deputies  of  Na- 
ples arrived  at  Rome.  Having  permitfion  to  enter 
the  Senate  they  carried  thither  forty  gold  cups  of  a 
coniiderable  weight.  The  chief  of  the  embafly  faid : 
*V  That  it  was  cafy  to  conceive,  thaf  the  treafures  of 
the  Commonwealth  toight  be  cxhaufte4  by  the  exr 
pences  attendii^  the  war.  That  the  Neapolitans  lyece 
'mt  ignorant,  that  the  Roman  People  foughjt  for  thp 
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A.R.535.prcfcrvation  of  the  cities  and  countries  of  Italy,  as 
Ant.  c.  ^^]j  2^5  f^j.  RQn^e  its  capital.  That  for  that  reafon 
they  had  believed  itjuftand  reafonable  to  aid  them 
with  the  treafures  which  their  anceftors  had  left  them, 
to  be*  the  ornament  of  their  temples  in  profperity,  and 
a  refource  for  themfelves  in  bad  fortune.  That  they 
were  entirely  difpofed  to  afford  them  all  the  other  aids, 
of  which  they  could  be  fuppofcd  capable.  That  the 
greateft  pleafure  which  the  Roman  People  could  do 
them,  was  to  confider  all  that  belonged  to  the  Neapo- 
litans as  their  own,  and  to  honour  them  fo  far  as  to 
vouchfafe  to  accept  a  prefent,  much  lefs  confiderable 
in  its  own  value,  than  the  good  will  of  thofe  who  of- 
fered it."  The  Ambafladors  were  thanked  for  their 
generofity  and  regard  :  but  the  Senate  contented 
themfelves  with  accepting  only  the  lighteft  of  the 
forty  cups. 
Liv.  wtii.  At  this  time  a  Carthaginian  fpy  was  difcovercd  at 
33-  Rome,  who  had  continued  there  almoft  two  years. 

He  was  difmiffed,  after  having  his  hands  cut  off. 
Twenty-five  flaves  were  alfo  hanged,  who  had  formed 
a  confpiracy  in  the  field  of  Mars.  The  difcoverer  had 
his  liberty  given  him,  and  a  fum  of  copper-money 
amounting  to  about  fifty  pounds  fterling. 
I^y.  Ambafladors  were  fent  to  Philip,  King  of  Mace- 

donia, to  demand,  that  he  would  deliver  up  to  the 
Roman  People  Demetrius  of  Pharos,  who  had  taken 
refuge  in  his  dominions,  after  having  been  conquered. 
Another  embafly  was  lent  to  the  Ligurians,  to  com- 
plain of  their  having  fupplied  the  Carthaginians  with 
provifions  and  troops  :  and  at  the  fame  time  to  take 
a  nearer  view  of  what  pafled  amongft  the  Boii  and  In- 
fubrians,  A  third  was  alfo  fent  to  Pinaeus,  King  of 
Illyricum,  to  demand  the  payment  of  the  tribute  he 
owed,  pr  hofl:ages,  if  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  pay 
it  as  it  became  due.  All  thefe  particular  cafes  Ihew 
how  attentive  the  Senate  was  in  refpeft  to  every  thing 
that  concerned  the  interefts  of  the  Commonwealth, 
pveh  in  the  moft  remote  countries,  notwithftanding 
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the  enemy,  that  prcffed  them  fo  vigoroufly  in  the  very  A.  R.  535. 
heart  of  the  State.  ^^;,^'- 

The  point  of  importance  was  to  chufe  Confuls  ca-Poiyb.iii. 
pable  of  makmg  head  againft  HannibaL     We  have  *  5^*  ^^j. 
iecn  that  the  wife  delay  of  Fabius  had  given  the  Ro-  34,  * 
mans  time  to  breathe,  and  to  recover  themfelves  a 
little  after  fo  many  difgraces  that  had  happened  upon 
the  neck  of  each  other.     The  eflfcft  of  it  was  fo  fenfi- 
ble,  that  Hannibal,  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  year  of 
the  war,  all  viftorious  as  he  was,  having  however 
neither  town,  poft,  nor  country  in  alliance  with  him, 
was  extremely  at  a  lofs.     Nothing  was  wanting,  but 
to  continue  the  war  upon   the  fame  plan,  entirely  to 
reduce  him  to  defpair,  and  even  to  deftroy  him.     The 
thing  was  manifeft,    and  could  not  efcape  even  the 
leaft  penetrating.     But  when  it  pleafes  God  to  blind 
a  people,  they  no  longer  make  ufe  of  their  reafon  and 
prudence*     To  render  the  Romans  entirely  wife,  it  ' 
was  neceffary  they  fliould  receive  a  greater  blow  than 
My  they  had  experienced  before. 

The  principal  inftrument  of  this  total  difgrace  was  L5v.  xxii. 
C.  Terentius  Varro,  who,  by  reducing  them  to  extre-  *^' 
mities,  obliged  them  to  obferve  a  more  prudent  con- 
duft.  This  man,  of  entirely  mean  birth,  being  the 
fon  of  a  butcher,  and  who  had  done  the  vileft  offices 
of  that  bufinefs  under  his  father,  being  poflefled  of  a 
coniiderable  fortune,  prefumed  to  afpirc  at  an  higher 
condition.  He  was  conftantly  at  the  bar,  and  in  the 
affemblies,  of  the  People,  and  by  dint  of  taking  the 
part,  and  pleading  the  caufes,  of  the  meaneft  of  the 
citizens  againfl:  the  principal  perfons  of  the  Common- 
wealth, whofe  fortunes  and  reputation  he  attacked  at 
the  fame  time,  he  made  himfclf  known,  and  paved 
himfelf  a  way  to  the  offices  of  the  Commonwealth. 
He  fuccelfively  obtained  the  Quseftorlhip,  the  two 
iEdilelhips,  and  the  Prastorfhip.  The  Confulfhip  was 
ftill  behind.  A  favourable  occafion  arofe  for  a  man 
like  him  to  fmooth  his  way  to  it.  This  was,  when 
the  queftion  was  to  make  Minucius  General  of  the 
horfe  equal  to  Fabius  his  Didtator.  We  have  feen 
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A.  ^-  SH'  flia£  only  Varro  had  the  impudence  to  fupport  fo  tn- 
ll'j^  •  juft  and  pernicious  a  propofal  By  that,  means  he 
l^new  how  dexteroufly  to  take  advaht^.  oFtTte  hatred 
for  the .  Pi^ator  for  gainin]g'  the  fivS^p  df  flie  pte|lt; 
with  whom  he  hid  an  the  merit  of  ifHt'  diecrei'  ^hiiH 
then,  p^fled.  He  did^iiot  fail  the  y6ir  fo1fc#ifl|, 
which  is  that  of  which  we  are  IpeaSung,  to  dftftStoS 
the  Confulfliip  as  the  jull  regard  of  lo  great  i  fir- 
vice.  .  .  , 

It  is  thfc  fign  of  a  weaik  governtnefit,*  and  tHe  h*^ 
ufual  caufe  of  the  misfbf  tunes  tHat  tUpptii  irr  i  StiK; 
when  ,   in  the  choice  of  Gefferak  arra  <E;6feri*Jmttfi^ 
no  difference  is  made  between'  good  aiVd  bafl  nfieti,  a/id 
favQur  and  fa<5tiqn  carry  the  rewards  that  are  So^B 
mcjfiu     This  truth  will  appear  in  this  plac6  ffi  ffi  itJ 
light  on  the  occafiori  of  Varro. 
Uv.  xxiL      The  Jf'eople  favoured  him  highly.     Tfce  Sfewfeii 
H^^S'     pp|)o|ed  hi§  demand  with  their  whole  power;  fiSM 
unwilling  that  it  fliould  be  si  cuftbrh  for  iiie  drfei  (tt 
$hc  people  to  beconife  their  fequals,  by  defcHHrtg  tnenri 
feivcii  their  enemies.  ^  Viarro  had  k  relatiQjff  ambigft 
the  'tribunes  of  the  People,  whotOfendtf  tKSpWtt 
of  Jiis  candidate  the  mbrfe  agfeeable,  labdHird,  uf  Wi 
Jeditious  difcourfes,  to  render  iht  wfiblc  Ndtfility  odf- 
pus  to  the. People.     He  faid,  '*  that  it  -^ras  the  Nobi- 
lity, who  by  defuing  war  fot  hiany  ftiii;  h^  occafii 
bned  Cannibal  to  come  into  Itdy :  knd,  not  cbiifeHled 
with  that,  they  had  exprefsly  And  b^  ftahd  ph)trrftecl 
ft,   though  it  had  been  eafy  to  termjiiatfe  it  at  oifitfe 
That  it  was  a  plot  formed  by  theni  ill,,  driditfiit  tfiSifc 
would  be  no  end  to  the  war,  till  aCdHfid  truW^PkhMSfl 
was  created,  that  is  to  fay,  a  f  riew  chiri.     Fbr^  addfetf 
he,  the  Plebeians  that  have  become  nobf^,  dre  ihidaSiJ 
into  the  fame  myfteries,   and  as  fobn  4s  tfiejr  fetvi 
ceafed  to  be  defpifed  by  the  Patricians,  Kivfe  bfcgaht6 
fdcfpife  the  People/' 

*  Inter  bdnos  k  malos  difcrimen  nidltmi :  csaasi  virtuds  prfemA 
ftmbitio  poffidet.    Sallvst.  in  belU  CitiU  .  .... 

t  He  was  called  a  New  Man,  whdfc  ance^brs  Hifl  nbvtr  born?  ^ 
turule  offices,  '^hich  with  the  Romans  codsUUted  Kobllity,  thlt«» 
civided  into  Patridaii  and  Plebeian.  . 
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DWiotrrftSs  of  this  kind  iftade  fo  gfeat  an  iiApre/Bon^  A-  ^^  sii^ 
thit  Aough  Va»ta  hadf  five  coitntpttkars,  of  #hich  ^jJl/f  * 
three  were  Patricians,  and  two  of  Plebeian  faftxilics, 
hvti  Idfig  beconi^  ittuftrious  by  ha^ittg  botftc  the  great 
officii,  /le  was  cheated  Confu)  zhfrk,  ift  order  that  he 
mrght  prefide  in  the  aiien^lies,  it>  Which  a  Collegoe 
was  to  be  gtvcfT  hin>. 

The  Nobility  th^n  caft  theJf  eye^up^  Patilm  Mmu 
\mSy  who  had  been  Gohinl  with  M.  Livius  the  year 
before  the  fecoftd  Punic  war.  We  have  ftlready  re- 
lated, that  on  the  ejtpiration  Of  tfeelf  CoAfukhip,  thef 
had  been  accufed  before  the  Pdople,  as  hstving  appro- 
priated pjtrt  of  the  fpoik  takcri  ih  the  war  to  thenv^ 
fclves.  jLivius  had  been  fotind  guilty,  and  flfled: 
and  Faulus  iEnfiilius  had  efcaped  not  without  great 
difficulty.  Befidfcs  being  ftill  extremely  exafperated 
againlt  the  PeoJ)lej  Whfem  He  cotlld  riot  forgive  fo  great 
an  affront,  he  had  a  great  rtptignahce  to  entering 
dgain  into  offices.  He  WaS  hoWeVer  forced  to  get 
the  better  of  it,  and  all  the  othei*  fahdlddtes  having 
declined,  he  waS  given  rather  fyt  ^  Ahtagoftift,  than 
a  Coilfrgue,  to  Varro. 

C.  TeRENTIUS   YAKKb.  A.R.536, 

L.  JEidtlwss  Paulus  IL  »i6.  ' 

The  Confuls  beiiig  chofenj  four  Praetors  according  Liv.  xwi. 
to  the  cuftom  of  thofc  times  were  appointed,  Manius  35- 
Foriiponius  Madio,   P.  Furius  Philus,  M.  Claudius  fjj^^- "^ 
Marcellus,  andL.  Poftuiiiius  Albinusj  the  two  fird 
rtmaitntd  in  the  city  to  adminifter  juftice.    Marcellus 
had  Sicily  for  his  province,  and  Poftumius  Gaul.     It 
is  remarkable,   that  dicfe  four  Praetors  had  already 
borne  that  office^  dnd  the  two  laft  had  even  been  Con- 
fufe.    Of  all  the  migifttiates  Of  this  year,  Varro  was 
ihfe  ctaly  one,  that  cxercifed  an  office  with  which  he 
was  ihVefted  for  the  fiift  time.     Care  had  been  taken 
to  fend  a  frefh  fup^ly  6f  pfovifions  to  the  fleet,  that 
WihtS^fed  at  Lilyb«!rm  j  ind  all  the  neceflary  muni- 
tioHS  for,  the  armiea  under  the  command  of  the  two 
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AjR.  si««  Scipios  wcije  embarked  for  Spain  :  And  preparations 
%j'e. '   f^^  ^^  approaching  campaign  were  nude  with  die  ui- 
nioft  diligence. 
Poiyb.  ill.      The  armies  were  much  more  numerous  than  ever 
^7.     ..   they  had  ^  been.     The  Romans  ufually  raifed  no  more 
^^v.xxu.  ^j^^^  £^^^  legions,  each  confiding  of  four  thou(and 
foot  and  three  hundred  horfe.     The  Latines  fupplied 
a  like  number  of  infantry,  and  twice  as  many  cavalry. 
Half  of  thefe  troops  of  the  allies,    and  two  legions, 
were  given  to  each  Conful.     They  ufually  made  war 
feparately.     Eight  Roman  legions  were  oowraifed, 
each  compofed  of  five  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hun- 
dred horfe,  with  the  like  number  of  foot  and  twice 
as  many  horfe  of  the  allies ;  which  in  all  amounted 
to  fourfcore  and  {even  thoufand  two  hundred  men. 

Ambafladors  arrived  from  Pxftum,  who  brought 
many  gold  cups  to  Rome.  The  Senate  aded  in  the 
fame  manner  with  them  as  it  had  withxhe  Neapolitans. 
They  were  thanked  for  their  good  will,  but  ttcir 
prefent  was  not  accepted. 
liv.  xxij.  About  the  fame  time  a  fleet  laden  with  provifions 
37-  fent  by  King  Hiero  to  the  Romans  his  allies,  entered 

the  port  of  Oftia.  When  the  Ambafladors  of  that 
Prince  were  introduced,  they  aflured  the  Senate, 
**  that  the  King  their  mailer  could  not  have  been 
more  afflifted  ror  any  lofs  of  his  own,  than  he  had 
been  for -the  death  of  the  Conful  Flaminius,  and  the 
defeat  of  his  army.  That  accordingly,  though  he  was 
fenfible,  •  that  the  greatnefs  of  foul  of  die  Roman  Peo- 
ple was  ftill  more  admirable  in  bad  fortune  than  in 
good,  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  fend  them 
all  the  aids,  which  good  and  faithful  allies  ufuallf 
fupply  during  war  j  and  which  he  defired  the  Senate 
to  accept.  That  firtt  he  prefented  the  Commonwealth, 
as  an  happy  omen  of  the  future,  a  Vidory  of  gol<li 
weighing  three  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which 
he  b^^ged  them  to  accept,  and  defired  that  they  might 
keep  It  for  ever.  That  they  had  brought  in  their  pl- 
lies  an  hundred  thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat,  and  two 
hundred  thoufand  of  barley,  in  order  that  the  Romans 

might 
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might  not  .want  provifions ;  and  that  their  mafter  A.R.53^ 
would  tranfpbrt  what  farther  quantity  they  (hould  ^^^i^^ 
thiiik  fit,  and  wherefoever  they  fhould  appoint.  That 
Hicro  knew,  that  the  Commonwealth  employed  no 
foldiers  in  their  armies,  but  Romans  and  allies  of 
the  Latine  name.  But  that  as  he  had  feen  in  their 
•camps  foreign  auxiliary  light-armed  troops,  lie  had 
fent  them  a  thoufand  fuch  troops,  as  well  archers  as 
(lingers,  which  the  Romans  might  oppofe  to  the  Ba- 
leanans.  Moors,  and  other  nations,  that  ufed  arrows. 
To  thefe  prefents  they  added  a  falutary  piece  of  advice, 
which  was  to  order  the  Prsetor  of  Sicily  to  fail  to 
Africa  with  his  fleet,  in  order  that  the  enemy  jjaving 
alfo  the  war  in  their  country,  might  be  lels  in  a  condi* 
tion  to  fend  Hannibal  reinforcements." 

The  'Senate  replied  to  thefe  Ambaffadors,  "  That 
King  Hiero  was  confidered  at  Rome  as  a  good  and 
faithful  ally.  That  ever  fince  he  had  been  in  alliance 
with  the  Romans,  he  had  upon  all  occafions  given 
them  proofs  of  a  fincere  amity  and  a  gerterofity  truly 
royal,  to  which  they  were  as  fenfible  as  they  ought. 
That  the  Roman  Pec^le  had  refufed  the  gold  offered 
them  by  fome  States,  and  had  contented  themfelves 
with  their  good  will.  That;  they  accepted  the  Victory 
fent  by  Hiero  as  a  good  omen  j  that  they  intended  to 
pUce  it  in  the  Capitol,  that  is,  in  the  temple^of  Jupi- 
ter, and  hoped  that  it  would  remain  there  for  ever, 
to  be  favourable  to  them  in  all  their  undertakings.*' 
The  provifions  arrived  from  Sicily,  with  the  archers 
and  flingers,  which  came  at  the  fame  time,  were  given 
to  the  Confuls.  Twenty-five  galleys  were  added  to 
the  fleet  that  T,  Ot^cilius  commanded  in  Sicily,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  fail  to  Africa,  if  he  judged  that 
the  good  of  the  Commonwealth  required  it. 

The  Confuls  after  having  made  the  levies,  of  which  L-y.  xxii, 
we  hav6  been  (peaking,  continued  fome  days  in  the  38. 
city,  till  the  aid  for  the  Latitfes  arrived.     In  that  in- 
terval,  Varro  held  feveral  aflemblies  of  the  People,  in 
which   he  always  fpoke  in  the  fame  fpirit  of  rafhnefs 
and  arrogance,  "  accufing  the  Patricians  of  having 

drawn 
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A.R.5|(.€bSM¥n  the  wariAto  luly^  aodafficmingr  thatit 

"^V^*  contHiue  there  as  k>i^  as  Generals  of  the  tempcr 
^  cfaanider  of  Fabius  Ihould  have  the  cosnmand. 
as  for  him,  he  would  termniate  it  the  very  firfl: 
he  &W  the  enemy."  Faulus  .Smilius  his  Collq;uej 
raagued  the  People  but  once,  which  was  the  < 
before  his  departure,  and  was  not  heard  favouc 
becaufe  he  chofe  rather  to  tell  them  the  truth, 
flatter  them.  He  fpoke  of  Vanro  with  abund 
caution  and  referve,  except  in  declaring,  ^  TI) 
cotild  not  eafily  conceive  how  a  Gene^ 
knew  his  own  troops,  or  thole  of  the  enemy,  thefiUMr 
tionc^  places,  and  the  nature  of  a  country,  whild!$)ll 
in  the  midft  of  Rome,  could  know  at  fuch  zMmit 
how  it  would  be  proper  to  aft  when  he  Ihould  lit  ic 
the  head  of  his  army,  and  even  tell  the  day  befoidMDd 
when  he  fhould  give  battle.  *  That  as  to  biqj^llB 
knew,  that  it  was  for  the  circumftances  of  T 
places  to  determine  the  refoludons  of  men, 
for  men  to  pretend  by  their  refolutions  to  di^ 
circumftances,  which  did  not  depend  on  them/ 
therefore  he  fhould  be  in  no  hafte  to  take  ' 
meafures.  That  he  wifhed,  that  unde 
dufted  and  refolved  with  prudence,  might 
fucceis.  That  temerity,  befides  its  not  fuit 
able  peribns,  had  hitherto  been  unfortunat 
The  Senate  obferved  to  Paulus  ^milii: 
importance  the  good  or  bad  fuccefs  of  thk 
would  be  to  the  Commonwealth*  They  i 
to  make  a  good  choice  of  his  time  for  a  dec 
and  to  behave  with  the  valour  and  pr 
admired  in  him ;  in  a  word,  in  a  manner  J 
the  Roman  name.  This  difcourfe  of  the 
ftill  more  the  extraordinary  preparations, 
beeh  made  for  this  campaign,  (hew 
the  Senate  itfelfdefired  an  endmi^tbepu^ 
war.    They  did  not  fct  fourfcore  thouland  men  w 

*  Sts  qnae  confilia  magis  res  dent  homiiubusy  qium  hsnaamt^^ 
pL  ante  teinpug  immatura  non  pneceptnrum.    Liv. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


miwards  on  foot  to  pmtmdk  it,  and  lo  .cuttime  irith-  ^^^^ 
ivt  a6Uoii.  ^]i4 . 

it  (w«s  afy  tojud^  that  Piaulgfi  JEmiHus  was  dii^o-  Liv.  xxii. 
l.of  himfelf  lo  prefer  flhrifajEeft,  >to  the  moft  ipectaus,  |^^^  -,„ 
iiduft.     HoKTCvieCy  Fabms,  full  of  zeal  fiu-  the  £i&ty  Fab.  iSi. 
fdiis  coamay,  ioid  peiihaps  diicontentcd  wkh  the  too 
s  qirdor^ithe  Senaice  fior  comiBg  to  a  battle,  (was 
IS  to  have  a  pasticalar  confcrenoe  with  Paqlus 
iu8,  in  order  ixfooniirm  him  further  in  hisigaod 
[>lutioiiS4  mid  he  ifpoke  to  htm  inthofe  tenns,  ^en 
^as  upon  the  point  of  Jetting  (Qut.    ^  If  yitm  iiad  ^ 
~3g«e  iSce  yourfelf,  which  were  noft  to  doe  xie- 
w  if  yourfdf  were  lilce  yovar  Collegue,  it 
~  be  to  no  manner  of  purpmedfor  me  .tofpe^ 
ro.    iFor^two  goodCon&ls  vroiddtnotwantJiTy 
^ice,jii  order  ito  tiheir  taking  tdie  moft  advaata- 
IS  -meafiitts  ibr  the  Commonwodah^  and  :two 
l^norak^tfariiromlSoAlowiiigmy  oounfds,  (would 
:>t  ifo  nmdi  j9s  bear  ahem.    &st  knowing  'the  dif- 
[lae^betwoanyouandVano,  laddicfsfn^felf  t» 
n  oidf ;  and  I  am  leven  much.xfia]d,<4hat  os^good 
L^citiaan,  and  as  abk  a  icaptain,  as  .Tinianc,  yoti 
wVl  encfeavmir  ;in  vain  to  fupport  (fheComnnon* 
^wedlh,  mHiilftitdsifoaUbiuftainedonthefOtheDfidr. 
The  good  and  ^bad  anaaibrcs  which  ihall  ibe  taken, 
jwfll  have  the  tfyppw:  of  confukr<authority.    Por  » 

^domot  deceive  yourfelf,  Paulus  jEohUus,  you  irnift 
r««  JcsiptSt  >to2find  a  no  tkfs  obftade  in  the  petfon  of 
^  Vano,  than  intthat^of  Hannibal  your 'enemy  z^and 
^  IdonotJcnow,  whether  thefirftcwillnottbe  rmore 
^  fbrmtdids^  to  ^you  than  the  ifecond.  "You JwilLbeve 
i^  to  do^^th-ihe^ne  mdy  in' tfaeifieki.af  battle;  but 
^  with  the  other  atuil  times  and.in  all.pbces.  Againft 
«<  'Hannibal,  you* will  Hud  fupport  iniyour  Jegiaris-: 
**  Var«)  wiil  attack  jyou  with  your  own  foldiers.  We 
<^  know  ^hatthe  imprudence  of  Plaminius  has-ccft 
«<  the  Commonwealth.  If  Vzno  puts  .  his  plan  in 
"  execution,  and  gives  battle,  as  foon  as  he  fees  the 
"  enemy,  either  I  am  entirely  ignorant  of  the  art^of 
*•  war,  and  know  neither  Haiinibal  n»r  :the  Cortlia- 
'*  '  **  ginians. 
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^^*  5^'"  ginians,  or.  there  will  foon  be  a  place  in  Italy  more 
^^,4^  ''  famous  for  our  defeat  than  the  lake  of  Thrafymc- 
^^  nus.  I  can  affirm,  without  fearing  to  give  room 
"  for  fulpcding  me  of  vain-glory,  that  the  only 
*^  means  for  fucceeding  againft. Hannibal,  is  to  pur- 
*'  fue  the  method  I  obfcrved  in  making  war  with 
**  him.  •Nor  is  this  to  be  judged  by  the  event, 
*'  (which  is  the  inftruftor  of  fools)  but  by  rcafon, 
^^  which  has  been,  and  always  will  and  muft  be  the 
^  fame,  as  long  as  the  fame  things  continue.  We 
**  are  making  war  in  the  midft  of  Italy,  in  the  very 
**  bofom  of  our  country.  We  are  furroundcd  on  all 
•'  fides  by  our  citizens  and  allies.  They  aid  us  witk 
*'  men  and  horfes^  with  arms  and  provifions  •,  and 
**  they  will  certainly  continue  to  do  fo :  we  have  toe 
**  many  proofs  of  their  zeal  and- fidelity  to  be  capa- 
**  ble  of  doubting  that.  We  every  day  become  more 
•'  ihx)ng,  more  prudent,  more  determinate,  and  more 
*'  experienced.  Hannibal  on  the  contrary  is  in  a 
•*  foreign,  and  an  enemy's  country,  feparated  fiom 
*^  his  own  by  a  great  trad  of  lands  and  feas.  He  b 
•'at  war  with  all  around  him  j  remote  from  homci 
•'  and  is  at  pelce  neither  by  land  nor  fea.  He  has 
**  not  a  city  that  receives  him  within  its  walls,  nor 
*'  any  fund  upon  which  he  can  rely.  He  lives  from 
**  day  to  day  upon  what  he  plunders  in  the  country. 
•*  He  has  fcarce  preferved  the  third  part  of  the  troqwi 
**  with  which  he  pafled  the  Iberus^  Famine  has  d^ 
"  ftroyed  more  of  them  than  the  iword  -,  and  he 
**  knows  not  how  to  fubfift  the  few  that  remsto* 
"  Can  it  then  be  doubted,  but  that  by  protraftionwc 
**  muft  ruin  an  enemy  that  grows  weaker  every  da^ 
*'  and  to  whom  neither  troops,  provifions,  nor  money 
"are  fent.  How  long  has  he  kept  dancing  round 
**  the  walls  of  Geraunium,  and  defending  that  mifcr* 
"  able  fortrefs  of  Apulia,  as  if  it  was  the  walk  of 
"  Carthage.    But  not  to  propofe  only  my  own  ex* 

•  Nee  CTcntus  modo  hoc  docet>  (ftuUoram  .ifte  magiAer  ^)  fr 
cadcm  ratio  quae  fuit,  ftituraque,  donee  eaedem  rc$  mancbunt,  i»- 
mutabilis  eft.    Liv.  , 
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*•  ample  to  you,  you  know  in  what  manner  the  laft  A.R.  $jfi. 
*«  Confuls  Atilius  and  Servilius  eluded  all  his  efforts  "^if ' 
<*  by  keeping  upon  the  defenfive.  This,  Paulus 
"  ^milius,  is  the  fole  means  you  have  for  faving  the 
*<  Commonwealth.  But  unhappily,  you  will  fiiid 
**  greater  difficulties  to  put  it  in  execution  from  your 
*«  own  people,  than  from  the  enemy.  The  Romans 
*'  defire  the  fame  thing  as  the  Carthaginians,  and  Varro 
*«  is  of  the  fame  opinion  with  Hannibal.  You  f  have 
««  therefore  two  Generals  to  refift  alone,  which  you 
**  will  do  effoftually,  if  you  know  how  to  defpife  the 
**  difcourfes  and  opinions  of  men  -,  and  if  you  nei^ 
**  ther  fuffer  yourfelf  to  be  dazzled  by  the  vain-glory 
*«  of  your  Collegue,  nor  terrified  by  the  falfe  infanrry 
**  with  which  they  will  endeavour  to  blacken  you. 
««  It  is  commonly  faid,  that  truth  may  fuffer  fomc 
*«  cclipfe,  and  that  too  often,  but  that  it  is  never  to^ 
*'  tally  extinguilhed.  To  know  how  to  contemn 
♦<  glory  when  proper,  is  the  means  of  acquiring  the 
«<  moft  folid.  Suffer  with  patience  your  prudence  to 
"  be  called  timidity,  your  wife  circumlpeftion  (lo^- 
**  nefs  and  inaftivity,  your  ability  in  the  art  of  war, 
«  incapacity  and  cowardice.  I  had  rather  a  wife  ene- 
«  my  fhould  fear  you,  thin  fooliih  citizens  praifc 
«<  you.  Hannibal  will  defpife  you,  if  he  fees  you 
««  dare  all  things,  and  fear  you,  if  you  aft  nothing 
•«  ralhly.  Upon  the  whole,  I  am  not  for  your  re- 
««  mainin|  entirely  without  aftion,  but  that  all  your 
«*  enterpnzes  be  guided  by  reafon  and  not  abandoned 
««  to  chance.  Be  always  mafter  of  events.  Be  at 
**  ways  armed  and  upon  your  guard.  Never  be  want- 
«*  ing  to  any  favourable  occafion  ;  but  never  give  the 
**  enemy  one  for  furprizing  you.     If  you  go  on  with- 

f  pttobui  Diudbus  unus  reiiftet  oportet.  Refiftes  auteip,  sidyers^ 
famam  rumorefque  hominum  ii  fads  firmus  fteteiis ;  fi  te  neque  Co)- 
legae  vana  gloria,  neque  falfa  tua  infkmia  movent.  Veritatem  labo- 
rare  nimis  fxfe,  aiuat,  extingui  nunquam.  Gloriam  qui  fpreveHt, 
veram  habebiu  Sine  timidum  pro  cauto,  tardum  pro  confiderato, 
imbellem  'pro  perito  belli  vocent.  Malo  te  Tapiens  hoflis  metuatt 
quam  ftuiti  cives  laudent.  Omnia  audentem  contemnet  Annibaf : 
ail  ttmerc  agentem  metiiet. 

"  out 
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A-11.5J*.**  lOVtprccipiisatiQiffc  y^  W}il  fijc  .clflw;,  ^fld  tSi  your 

.  ..  Tjje  <:;oiifvl  iiftpliKHl  mti^  ^  4qcfted  «r,  «  thflC  dris 
]f;^-  ""•  advice  ;fibcmcd  vpry  wife  wd  faluujy,  Imc  cl^u  it  was 
not^ufy  to  put  it  in  ieiceci»i9Q.''  A3  :tie  jx^il  always 
SD  mxkd  ihe  iojuftio^f  >v^hicb  itpd  inx^  d^oe  him  ob 
die  esquratioo  o^hi^ :&dt  ConfiiUhiP)  he  a^iM,  ^Sthat 
lie  hoped  iihe  mentiof  «he  can^xaigawpi^^t^e  h»H>7^ 
ibut  tibtft  if  my  mi9fQ0iPiie  ihoi^d  happ^u  .heM  »- 
chcr  pedfh  hy  ,tbe  fword3  ^of  tbe  ^^Mfldf,  U^^  by  the 
voices  pf  ibis  cici^^is/' 

After  thi3  <^iiv^^iQn,  iPaulw  ^miUu^  i^  put 
#!ir  the  army,  attended  to  .tbe  ^te$  of  ^he  ci^  t^ 
she  principal  Senators ;  wfhilfta  trfun  inore  n^RVF^ 
iJDle  from  its  great  number  th^  its  dignity,  fq)lowQd 
its  idol  the  PlebeiantConfiil. 

When  they  were  both  nrrived  ^t  the  cs^i^,  |hqr 
flfibmbled  ;the  troops,  to  decla^  to  them  the  ioten- 
ctions  of  the-Sovite,  and  to  animate  them  in  .relied  so 
4h0ir  duty,  faulus  JSmilius  fpoke,  and  jit^ii^  it 
^eceflary  to  .encou^ge  the  troops  after  the  bbws-^ey 
had  received,  ivid  to  difpel  the  dre^d  they  fi^td  -con- 
ceived .in  confcquence,  he  reprefented  to  them^  i*  That 
if  they  had  been  worfted  in  th^  preceding  .Jetties, 
•they  hadmaoy  reafons  to  prove,  that  it  w^  :npt  their 
-feult ;  ,but  that  if  it  were  now  judged  proper  ;^  ^gi« 
•battle,  nothing  could  prevent  dw  yitSo^.  ^^t  be- 
tfcMre  theriame  armyibad  not  beenicomnvuuied  -by  the 
.two  Confuls,  and  that  no  troops  had  been  u(efi;  but 
•nevr-'nufed  men,  without  exercife  or  ej^ijf  qc^,  ^and 
^ho.had  comerto  blows  with  the  enemy,  alm^ft.^th-' 
•out  /having  either.feen  or  knawn  him.**  "  Biit.iiow," 
added  he,  "  you  fee  all  things  in  a  very  different  fitu- 
•**  ation.  Both  CpKfuls  are  at  your  head,  and  l^are 
««  all  dangers  wr^th  you.  You  know  the  arms  of  the 
>^  enemy,  their  manner  .of  iforming  thcmlelves,  a^i 
'♦*  their  number.  Scarce  .a  day  has  paffed  for  abp\re 
.**  a  year,  but  you  .have  meafured  your  fwqrds^wit)i 
^  them.  Different  circumftanees  -muft  produce,  d^- 
'^  "  ferent 
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*•  fercnt  effefts.  After  having  fought  on  particular  ^i^- 53^* 
*•  occafions  with  equal  forces,  and  been  frequently  '  ^\^^' 
viftorious,  it  would  be  very  ftrange,  if  you  were 
deftated  tvhen  more  than  one  half  fuperior  in  num- 
ber, Romans,  nothing  h  wanting  to  give  vou  vie* 
*«  tory,  but  the  will  to  conquer  j  and  I  mould  injure 
••  you,  to  exhort  you  not  to  Want  that.  Remembcf 
^*  only,  that  your  anxious  and  trembling  country  ha3 
**  its  eyes  fixed  upon  you.  Its  cares,  its  ftrength, 
•*  its  hopes,  are  all  united  in  your  army.  The  fate 
•*  of  Rome,  of  your  fathers,  wives,  children,  is  in 
**  your  hands :  Do  you  aft  in  foch  a  manner  that 
"  the  event  may  anfwer  their  expeftation*"  After 
this  difcourfe  Paulus  ^milius  difmifled  the  affembly. 
Though  Hannibal  faw  the  Roman  troops  augmented 
to  double  their  number,  he  was  however  extremely 
rejoiced  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  Confuls,  becaufc  he 
defif^d  only  an  occafion  to  come  to  a  battle. 

The  Romans  had  at  firft  a  flight  advantage  over  Liv^*»*^* 
Hannibafs  foragers  in  a  tumultuary  engagement,**  *^' 
wherein  the  Carthaginians  left  feventeen  hundred  men 
up(Mi  the  fpot,  and  the  Romans  but  one  hundred  at 
mod,  as  well  citizens  ais  allies^  Hannibal  was  not 
forry  for  this  flight  fuccefs  of  the  enemy.  He  confi- 
dcred  it  as  a  proper  bait  for  drawing  them  into  his  toils, 
and  conceived  thoughts  of  making  the  bell  of  it  im- 
mediately. As  if  this  blow  had  intimidated  him,  he 
decamped  during  the  night,  fcaving  almolt  all  his 
baggage  behind  him.  He  had  caufed  a  great  number 
of  fires  to  be  kindled  in  his  camp,  in  order  to  make 
them  believe,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  difguife  his 
flight.  As  for  himfelf  he  lay  concealed  with  his  troops 
behind  the  mountains.  As  foon  as  day  appeared,  the 
foldiers  perceived,  that  Haniiibal's  camp  was  aban- 
doned, and  demanded  with  great  cries,  that  the  fignal 
Ihoyld  be  given  for  purfuing  the  enemy,  and  plun- 
dering their  camp.  Varro  ftrongly  fupported  their 
demand.  Paulus  iEmilius  did  not  omit  to  repeat, 
chat  it  was  neceflary  to  keep  upon  their  guard,  and 
to  diftruft  the  ftratagems  of  Hannibal.  Seeing  that 
Vol.  III.  H  h  no 
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A.R.  536.  no  regard  was  had  to  him,   he  caufed  his  CoUegue  M 
'^Is^*  be  informed,  that  the  Aufpices  were  not  fayourable. 
Varro  durft  proceed  no  farrfier :  but  the  army  refufed 
to  obey.     Happily  two  flaves,  who  had  been  made 
prifoners  the  year  before  by  the  Cartha^nians,  having 
found  means  to  efcape,  arrived  at  this  moment  in 
the  Roman  camp,    and  being  carried  immediately  to 
the  Confuls,   gave  them  to  underftand,  that  Hanni- 
bal's army  was  pofted  in  ambufh  behind  the  moun^ 
tains.     *  This  information  came  in  very  good  time 
for  giving  the  Confuls  occafion  to  make  their  authority 
refpedled,  which  the  ill-judged  foftnefs  and  compla- 
cency of  Varro  had  taught  the  troops  to  delpife. 
Liv.  xxii.      Hannibal,    finding  his  ftratagem  difcovercd,    re- 
43-  turned  into  his  camp.     The  perplexity  in  which  he 

then  was,  well  proves  the  wifdom  of  the  condud:, 
which  Fabius  had  firft .  obferved,  and  which  Paulus 
^milius  followed  after  his  example.  He  was  in  want 
both  of  provifions  and  n>oney.  His  troops  began  to 
murmur  already,  and  to  complain  openly,  of  not  hav- 
ing their  pay,  and  of  being  made  to  perifti  by  hunger. 
The  Spanilh  foldiers  had  already  conceived  thoughts 
of  going  over  to  the  Romans.  And  laftly,  it  was  faid, 
that  Hannibal  himfelf  had  deliberated  more  than  once, 
whether  he  ftiould  not  fly  into  Gaul  with  his  cavalry, 
and  leave  all  his  infantry  behind  him,  which  he  could 
fubfift  no  longer.  Famine  obliged  him  to  decamp, 
and  to  remove  into  a  part  of  Apulia,  where. the  heats 
were  greater,  and  wnere,  for  that  reafon,  the  grain 
ripened  fooner.  He  pofted  himfelf  near  Cann^,  a 
little  town,  which  foon  after  became  very  famous  from 
the  battle  fought  there.  It  was  fituated  upon  the 
river  Aufidus,  now  called  Ofanto.  It  was  an  open 
country,  which  Hannibal  had  purpofely  chofen,  in  or- 
der to  ufe  his  cavalry,  in  which  his  principal  ftreiigth 
and  confidence  lay.  The  Romans  followed  him  clofe^ 
and  incamped  near  him. 

•  Horum  opportunus  adventus  Confules  imperii  potentes  feat,  cum 
ambitio  aiterius  fuam  primum  apttd  cos  prava  indttigcati^najeibiteiii 
folviiler. 

When 
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f    When  the  rumour  fpread  at  Rome,  that  the  two  ar-  A.R,  53^. 
mics  were  in  view  of  each  other,  and  were  preparing  ^l'^^' 
for  a  battle,  though  it  was  cxpefted,  and  even  defired,  Poiyb.  UL 
however,  in  that  critical  moment,  which  was  to  deter-  *^*» 
mine  the  fate  of  the  Commonwealth,  every  body  was 
Ibized    with  anxiety  and  dread.     The  pad  defeats 
made  them  tremble  for  the  future  ;  and  as  the  imagi- 
nation is  apt  to  dwell  particularly  upon  the  evil  it  fears, 
they  reprelented  to  themfclves  in  the  ftrongeft  %ht 
all  the  misfortunes,  to  which  they  fhould  be  expofed 
in  cafe  of  being  overcome.     In  all  the  temples,  pray- 
ers and  facrifices  were  made  to  avert  the  efFeft  of  the 
dreadful  prodigies,  with  which  the  whole  city  refound^ 
ted.    For,  (ays  Polybius,  in  urgent  dangers,  the  Ro« 
mans  took  extreme  c^re  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of  the 
Gods  and  men  ;  and  of  all  the  ceremonies  prefcribed 
for  thefe  occafions,  there  is  not  any  that  they  do  not 
obferve,  without  fear  of  difgracing  themfclves,  what- 
ever feeming  meannefs  they  may  include. 
•    The  Confuls  had  divided  their  troops  into  two  camps; 
The  leaf):  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Aufidus  upon 
the  eaftern  (hore :  the  great  camp,  which  contained 
the  beft  part  of  the  army,    was  on  this  fide  of  that 
river,  as  was  the  camp  of  the  Carthaginians.     Thefe 
two  camps  of  the  Romans  had  a  communication  by  a 
bridge.     This  nearnefs  occafioned  frequent  fkirmifhes. 
Hannibal  inceflantly  harrafled  the  enemy,  fending  out 
parties  of  Numidians,  that  fatigued  them  extren>ely, 
and  fell  fuddenly  fometimes  upon  one  part  of  their 
camp,  and  fometimes  on  another. 

Every  thing  was  in  confufioh  in  the  Roman  army.  Uv.  xxli^ 
The  councils  of  war  paflcd  rather  in  difputes,  than  d«*  J**    . 
liberations.     As  the  camps  were  in  a  very  level  andjpabViTi. 
open  plain,  and  Hannibal's  cavalry  was  fuperior  in  all 
things  to  that  of  the  Romans,  Paulus  ^milius  did  not 
judge  it  proper  to  give  battle  in  that  place,  but  was 
defirous  to  draw  the  enemy  on  to  a  ground,  where  the 
infantry  might  have  the  greateft  ihare  in  the  aftion* 
His  CoUegue,  a  General  without  experience,  but  full 
of  prefumptian  and  eiteem  for  himfelf,  was  of  a  quite 
H  h  2  coft- 
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A.  R.  536. contrary  opinion.    This  is  the  great  inconvenience 

^'c?'  ^^^^  frequently  attends  a  command  divided  between 
two  Generals,  between  whom  jealoufy,  contrariety  of 
humour,  and  diverfity  of  views  feldom  fails  to  excite 
divifion.  Paulus  iEmilius  obje&ed  to  Varro  the  ex- 
ample of  the  raihnefs  of  Sempronius  and  Flaminius. 
Varro  reproached  him  in  his  turn,  that  the  conduA 
of  Fabius,  which  he  was  for  imitating,  was  a  very 
commodious  pretext  for  covering  real  cowardice  un- 
der the  fpecious  name  of  prudence.  He  called  the 
Gods  and  men  to  witnefs,  that  it  was  not  his  fault,  if 
Hannibal,  by  a  long  and  quiet  poflefllon,  attained  a 
kind  of  right  over  Italy.  That  he  was  in  a  manner 
chained  up  by  his  CoUegue,  and  that  their  arms  were 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  foldiers,  who  were  fiill 
of  ankH*,  and  defired  only  to  fight. 

Varro  at  laft,  exafperated  by  a  new  infult  of  the 
Numidians,  who  had  purfued  a  body  of  Romans  almc^ 
to  the  gates  of  the  camp,  was  finally  refolved  to  give 
battle  the  next  day,  when  he  was  to  command :  for 
tlie  Confuls  commanded  each  their  day  alternately. 
Accordingly,  early  in  the  morning  the  next  day,  he 
made  his  troops  advance  to  give  battle,  without  con* 
fulting  his  CoUegue.  Paulus  ^milius  followed,  be- 
ing incapable  of  refolving  not  to  fecond  him,  though 
he  by  no  means  approved  his  condud:. 

Polyb.iiL      Hannibal,   after  having  made  his  troops  fenfible, 

*^'*  chat  had  they  been  given  their  choice  of  a  ground  for 
fighting,  they  could  not,  fuperior  as  they  were  in  ca- 
valry, have  chofen  one  more  for  their  advantage: 
•«  Return  the  Gods  thanks,  therefore,"  faid  he,  *'  for 
«*  having  brought  the  enemy  hither,  that  you  may 
«*  triumph  over  them  ;  and  think  well  of  me  alio  fiM* 
^  having  reduced  the  Romans  to  the  neceflicy  of 
«*  fighting.  After  three  great  fucceffive  viffcories, 
♦*  what  m6re  is  wanting  to  infpire  you  with  confidence, 
•*  than  the  remembrance  of  your  own  exploits  ?  The 
«<  former  batdes  have  made  you  matters  of  the  flat 
••  country  :  by  this,  you  will  become  fo  of  all  the  d- 
^  ties,  riches  and  power  of  the  Romans.    But  th« 

^  queftjpa 
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<'  queftion  is  not  to  fpeak;  we  muft  z&.    I  hope  A.  R.  534. 
*•  trotn  the  protedtion  of  the  Gods,  that  you  will  foon  ^^ll^' 
**  fee  the  effeft  of  my  promifes/* 

The  two  armies  were  very  unequal  in  number.  Poiyb.  iii. 
There  was  in  that  of  the  Romans,  including  the  allies,  »^»-^f7- 
fourfcore  thoufand  foot,  and  fomcthing  more  than  fxx^VsI^^' 
thoufand  horfe ;  and  in  that  of  the  Carthaginians,  forty  Piut.  in 
thoufand  foot,  all  well  difciplined  and  inured  to  war,  ^f^'  *^*» 
and  ten  thoufand  horfe.     Varro,  at  day-break,  havingAppian.de 
made  the  troops  of  the  great  camp  pafs  the  Aufidus,  ^^i'- A"^- 
drew  them  up  immediately  in  battle,   after  having  ^*^"^^*  * 
joined  them  with  thofc  of  the  little  camp.     The  whole 
infantrv  were  upon  one  line,  clofer  and  of  greater  depth 
idian  ulual.     The  cavalry  was  upon  the  two  wings ; 
jUiat  of  the  Romans  on  the  right,  fupported  by  the 
Aufidus ;  and  that  of  the  allies  on  the  left  wing.     The 
light-armed  troops  were  advanced  in  the  front  of 
the  battle  to  fome  diftance.     Paulus  iEmilius  com- 
manded the  ri^ht  of  the  Romans,  Varro  the  left,  and 
Servilius  Gemmus,  the  Conful  of  the  preceding  year» 
was  in  the  centre. 

Hannibal  immediately  drew  up  his  army  in  one 
line.  '  He  pofted  his  Spaniih  and  Gaulifh  cavalry  on 
the  left,  fuftained  by  the  Aufidus,  to  oppofe  the  Ro* 
0ian  horfe,  and  upon  the  fame  line  half  his  heavy-* 
armed  African  infantry ;  then  the  Spaniih  and  Gaulifh 
infantry,  which  properly  formed  the  centre  j  on  their 
j-ight  the  other  half  of  the  African  infantry  j  and  laftly, 
the  Numidian  horfe,  which  compofcd  the  right  wing. 
The  light-armed  troops  were  in  the  front,  facing  thofe 
of  the  Romans.  Aldrubal  had  the  left,  Hanno  the 
right;  Hannibal,  having  his  brother  with  him,  reierved 
the  command  of  the  centre  to  himfelf. 

The  African  troops  might  have  been  taken  for  a 
body  of  Romans,  fo  much  did  they  refemble  them  by 
the  arms,  which  they  had  gained  in  th<  battles 
of  Trebia  and  Thrafymenus,  and  which  they  then  em- 
l^yed  againft  thpfe  who  had  fuffered  them  to  be 
taken  from  them.  The  Spaniards  and  Gauls  had 
[  ibields  of  the  fame  form :  but  their  fwords  were  very 
H  h  3  different. 
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A.  R.  536.  difibrent    Thofc  of  the  former  were  equally  proper- 

Ant.  c,  for  cutting  ^d  thrufting,  whereas  thofc  of  the  Gauls 

**  '     cut  only  with  the  edge,    and  to  a  certsun  diilance. 

The  foldiers  of  thofc  two  nations,  efpeciaily  the  Gauls, 

had  a  dreadful  afpe6t,  in  efied:  of  the  extraordinary 

bignefs  of  their  bodies.     The  latter  were  naked  from 

their  belts  upwards.      The  Spaniards  wore  linnen 

habits,  the  extreme  whitenefs  of  which,  exalted  by  a 

border  of  a  purple  colour,  made  a  furprizingly  iplendid 

appearance. 

Liv.  «xii.      Hannibal,  who  knew  how  to  take  his  advantages  as 

41-  a  great  Captain,  forgot  nothing  that  couTd  conduce 

¥^^^    to  the  vi6tory.     A  wind  peculiar  to  that  region,  called 

113.   *     in  the  countrj^  the  Vulturnus,  blew  always  at  a  certain 

period.     He  took  care  to  draw  up  in  fuch  a  manner, 

that  his  army,  facing  the  north,  had  it  in  their  backS| 

And  the  enemy,  fronting  the  fouth,    had  it  in  their 

faces ;  fo  that  he  was  not  in  the  leaft  incommoded 

^th  it  %  whereas  the  Romans,    whofc  eyes  it  filled 

with  dull,  fcarce  faw  before  them.     From  hence  we 

may  judge  how  far  Hannibal  carrieil  his  attennon, 

which  nothing  fcems  to  efcape.. 

The  two  armies  marched  againft  each  other,  and 
began  the  charge.  After  that  of  the  light-armed  fol- 
diers on  both  fides,  which  was  only  a  kind  of  pre- 
lude, the  adtion  began  by  the  two  wings  of  the  cavalry, 
on  the  fide  of  the  Aufidus.  Hannibal's  left  win^ 
which  was  an  old  corps,  to  whcrfe  valour  he  was  prin- 
cipally indebted  for  his  (bccefies,  attacked  that  of  the 
Romans  with  fo  much  force  and  violence,  that  they 
had  never  experienced  the  like.  This  charge  was  not 
made  in  the  ufual  manner  of  attacks  of  cavalry,  by 
fometimes  falling  back,  and  fometimes  returning  tb 
the  afiault  -^  but  in  fighting  man  to  man  and  very  near, 
becaufc  they  had  not  room  enough  to  extend  them- 
felves,  being  pent  up  on  one  fide  by  the  river,  and 
on  the  other  by  the  infantry :  The  (hock  was  furious, 
and  equally  fuilained  on  both  fides  ;  and  whilft  it  was 
ftill  doubtful,  to  which  fide  the  vidory  would  incline, 
^e  Roman  }iorfc,  according  to  a  cuftom  ufual  enou^ 

•     ,  -^ 
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in  their  corps,  and  which  was  fometimes  fuccefsful,  A^.  5^6^ 
but  was  now  very  ill  applied,  difmountcd  and  fought     ^l'^^ ' 
on  foot.     When  Hannibal  was  informed  of  this,  he 
cried  out :  "  I  am  as  well  pleafed  with  them  in  that  Plut.  in 
**  pofture,  as  I  fhould  be  to  have  them  all  delivered  ^***''^* 
**  up  to  me  bound  hand  and  foot.**    Accordingly, 
after  having  defended  themfelves  with  the  utmoft 
valour,  moft  of  them  fell  upon  the  fpot.     Afdrubal 
purfued  thofe  that  fled,  and  made  a  great  flaughter 
of  them. 

Whilft  thehorfe  werethws  engaged,  the  infantry  of 
bofh  armies  advanced  alfo  againft  each  other.  The 
battle  began  at  firft  in  the  centre.  As  foon  as  Hanni- 
bal perceived,  thait  the  Romans  began  to  give  way, 
he  made  the  Gauls  and  Spaniards  move  that  were  in 
the  main  body,  and  whom  he  commanded  in  perfon. 
In  proportion  as  they  advanced  towards  the  enemy, 
he  made  the  right  and  left  form  a  femicircle  like  a  o 
placed  thus.  At  firft  the  oppofite  centre  of  the  Ro- 
mans charged  them.  After  fome  refiftance  the 
Spaniards  and  Gauls  began  to  give  way,  and  to 
lofe  ground.  The  reft  of  the  Roman  infantry  alfo 
moved  on  in  order  to  take  them  in  flank.-  They  fell 
back  according  to  the  orders  they  had  received,  con- 
tinuing to  fight,  and  regained  the. ground,  where 
they  had  at  firft  been  drawn  up  in  battle.  The  Ro- 
mans, feeing  that  the  Spaniards  and  Gauls  continued 
to  retreat,  continued  alfo  to  purfue  them.  Hannibal 
then,  well  pleafed  to  fee  every  thing  fucceed  according 
to  his  defign,  and  perceiving  the  moment  was  come 
for  afting  with  all  his  forces,  he  gave  orders,  that  his  . 
Africans  ihould  wheel  to  the  right  and  left  upon  the 
Romans.  Thefe  two  bodies,  which  were  frefh,  well- 
armed,  and  in  good  order,  having  wheeled  about 
ftiddenly  towards  the  fpace,  or  hollow,  into  which  the 
Romans  had  thrown  themfelves  in  diforder  and  con- 
fufion,  charged  them  on  both  fides  with  vigour,  with- 
out giving  them  time  to  look  about  them,  or  leaving 
^m  ground  to  form  themfelves. 

^I  h  4  In 
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AF.  S3^     Iti  the  m^an  time,  the  Numidian  cavalry  of  the 
^%^$r  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  engaged  alfq  with  the  enemy  oppo&te 
**  *     to  them,  that  is,  the  cav^Lry  of  the  allies  of  the  Ro- 
mans.   Though  they  did  not  difUnguiih  themfelves 
in  this  battle,  and  the  advantage  was  -equal  on  both 
fides,  they  were^  however,  very  tifeful  on  this  occa- 
fion.    For  they  found  the  enemies  they  had  in  their 
front  fufficient  employment,  to  prevent  them  from 
.  havine  time  to  afliii  their  own  people.     But  when  the 
left  ^mg,  where  Afdrubal  commanded,  had  routed, 
as  we  have  faid,  the  whole  horfe  of  the  right  wing 
of  the  Romans,  and  had  joined  the  Numidians,  the 
cavalry  of  the  Romans  did  not  exped  to  be  attacked 
by  them,  and  fled. 

It  is  faid,  that  Afdrubal  then  did  a  things  which 

(hews  his  prudence  no  left  than  it  contributed  to  the 

fucceis  of  the  battle.     As  the  Numidians  were  very 

numerous,  and  never  did  their  duty  better  that)  when 

an  enemy  fled,  he  ordered  them  to  purfue  the  Ro^ 

inans  to  prevent  their  rallying,  and  led  on  the  Spa^ 

niih  and  Gaulifh  horfe  to  the  charge,  to  fuf^rt  the 

African  infantry.     Accordingly  he  fell  upon  the  Ro* 

man  foot  in'  the  rear  ^  which  being  attack^  at  the 

fame  time  both  in  the  flanks  and  rear,  and  furrounded 

on  all  fides,  was  entirely  cut  to  pieces,  after  having 

a£ted  prodigies  of  valour. 

liv.xxii*^     Paulus  ^milius  had  been  confidfrably  wounded 

49*  from  the  beginning  of  the  battle :  however,  he  co&- 

tinued  to  difchaige  all  the  duties  of  a  great  Captaio  *» 

till  vidory  having  at  length  entirely  declared  ror  the 

Carthaginians,    thefe  who  had  fought  around  him, 

libandoned  him,  and  fled.    A  legionary  tribune,  called 

Cn,  Len4.ulus,  came  by  on  ho&bick  near  the  plact 

where  the  Conful  was  fitting  upon  a  ftone,  covered 

9dl  over  with  his  blood*    When  he  iaw  him  in  thai 

fad  condition,  he  prcflfed  him  carneftly  to  get  upon 

Anxni«qi  his  horfe,  and  make  off,  whilfl:  he  had  fome  ftrti^ 

prod^u«>  remaining.     The  Conful,   to  ufe  the  cxprcflSon  of 

fauium.    Horace,  prodigal  of  his  great  foul^  refuiied  thatoffcr« 

^?^m'^  "  ^  ^^^^  ^^^^  "^y  rcfolution/*  faid  he.    "  }  wiU 

«  expire 
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«<  expire  upon  thefe  hups  of  my  cUad  foldiers.  Bu(  A^J^  3^ 
"  da  yo«  take  care  not  to  Igfe  the  little  time  you  ^^ 
V  have  for  efc^piog  from  the  enemy,  thrpi^h  m 
<<  ufeleis  compaffion.  Go,  and  tell  the  Senate  from 
<«  me  to  fortify  Rome,  and  to  make  troops  enter  it 
^*  for  its  defence,  before  the  Viftor  arrives  to  attack 
^  it.  Tell  FabiU$  in  particular,  that  I  lived  and  died 
^^  highly  fenfible  and  fuUy  convinced  Of  the  wifdom 
«^  of  his  counfels."  At  that  moment,  a  body  of  tho 
flying  troops  arrived,  and  foon  after  them  another  of 
the  enemy  in  purfuit  of  them,  who  killed  the  Conful 
without  knowing  him.  The  horfe  of  Lentulua  faved 
him,  through  the  favour  of  the  tumult.  The  Conful 
Varro  retired  to  Venufia,  attended  only  by  feventy 
horfe.  About  four  thoufand  men  efcaped  the  flaugh* 
ter,  and  took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  cities. 

Many  of  the  Romans  had  remained  during  the  bat<» 
tie  in  the  two  camps  to  guard  them,  or  had  retired  to 
them  after  it.  Tho&  of  the  great  camp  fent  to  the 
others,  who  were  to  the  number  of  fcven  or  eight 
thoufand  men,  to  come  and  join  them,  in  order  to 
their  retiring  in  one  body  to  Canufium,  whilft  the 
f  nemy,  fatigued  with  the  battle,  and  full  of  wine,  were 
buried  in  fleep.  This  propoial  was  very  ill  received  1 
gnd  notwithfUnding  the  warm  remonftrances  of  Sem^  * 
pronius,  one  of  the  Tribunes  of  the  army,  moft  oS 
them  rejedbed  it.  Only  Ibme  of  them,  filkd  with  cou- 
rage, followed  the  Tribune,  notwithftanding  the  op^ 
potion  of  their  companions,  and  having  pafied  thro* 
the  enemy,  arrived  in  the  great  camp  to  the  number 
of  fix  hundred.  From  thence  having  joined  a  greater 
number,  they  all  retired  without  danger  to  Canufium. 

Befides  the  Conful  Paulus  iEmilius,  two  Quasftons 
imd  one  and  twenty  legponary  Tribunes,  there  periihed 
in  this  battle  many  illulhious  perfons,  who  had  been 
either  Confuls  or  Praetors.  C^  this  number  were  Ser- 
villus,  Conful  the  year  before ;  Minucius,  who  had 
been  Conful  and  General  of  the  horfe  under  Fabius  ; 
fourfcore  Senators,  who  had  ferved  voluntarily  out  of 
%c^\  for  their  couqtry  j  and  fo  amazing  a  number  of 
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iL  It.  s\^.  KnightS)  that  Hannibal  fent  three  bufhels  of  the  rings,' 
„i^  that  diftinguiflied  the  Knights  fix)m  the  reft  of  the 
People,  to  Carthage.  The  general  lofs  amounted  to 
at  leaft  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  according  to  Polybius, 
to  more  than  feventy  thoufand.  The  Carthaginians 
were  fb  furious  againft  the  enemy,  that  they  aid  not 
ceafe  killing,  till  Hannibal,  in  the  greateft  heat  of  the 
flaughter^  cried  out  feveral  times  :  ^^  Hold,  ibldicrs, 
*•  fpare  the  conquered.** 

On  the  fide  of  Hannibal,  the  viftory  was  compleat, 
and  he  was  indebted  for  it  principally,  as  well  as  for 
the  preceding  ones,  to  the  luperiority  of  his  cavalry. 
He  loft  four  thoufand  Gauls,  fifteen  hundred  Spa* 
oiards  and  Africans,  and  two  hundred  horfes. 
liv.  xxii.      Whilft  all  the  officers  were  congratulating  Hannibal 
«/         upon  his  viftory  ;   and  confidcring  the  war  as  termi- 
F  bk  *?     natcd,  were  advifing  him  to  give  himfelf  and  his  foU 
'  **  diers  fomedays  reft ;  Maharbal,  General  of  his  horfe, 
who  was  well  convinced,  that  there  was   not   a  mo- 
ment to  be  loft,  faid  to  him :  "  Take  great  care  of 
"  that:  for  that  you  may  know  of  what  confequence 
^  the  gaining  of  this  batde  is  to  you,  in  five  days 
.^  you  fliall  dine  in  the  Capitol.  Only  follow  me  with 
•*  the  foot :  I  fliall  go  before  at  the  head  of  my  hcnie, 
**  that  they  may  fee  me  arrive,  before  they  can  know 
•*  I  have  began  my  march."    *  The  idea  of  fo  grea^ 
a  fuccefs  dazzled  Hannibal,  and  he  could  not  imme- 
diately come  into  it.     He  therefore  anfwered  Mahar- 
bal, <^  that  he  applauded  his  zeal,  but  that  it  re* 
quired  time  to  confider  his  propofal.'*    **  I  fee/'  re- 
'        plied  Maharbal,  ^^  the  Gods  nave  not  given  all  talents 
**  to  the  fame  man.    You  know  how  to  conquer,- 
**  Hannibal  •,  but  not  how  to  ufe  your  viftory.**    It 
is  generally  enough  believed,  that  the  inaftivity  of  this 

*  Annibali  nimis  laeta  res  eft  yUa,  majorque  quam  Qt  cam  ftatioi 
capere  animo  pofTet.  **  Itaque  voluntatem  fe  laudare  Maharbalis/^  ait : 
**  Ad  coniiliiiin  p«iifandum,  temporis  opus  efle.*^  Turn  Maharbal, 
**  Non  omnia  nimirum  eidem  dii  dedere.  Vincerb  scis,  Annibal, 
vicTOEXA  uTi  NKscis.'*  I^ora  ejus  did  (atis  creditur  ialuti  fuifle 
urbiatqueimperie, 
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day  on  Hannibal's  fide,  faved  Rome  and  her  domi-^^t^ss^** 

Many,  and  Livy  amongft  the  reft,  condemn  Han* 
nibal  for  this  delay,  as  a  capital  error.  Some  are 
more  referved,  and  cannot,  without  very  convincing 
proofs,  cenfure  fo  great  a  Captain  ;  who  in  all  other 
things  does  not  feem  to  have  ever  been  wanting  either 
in  prudence  to  make  the  right  choice,  or  in  vivacity 
and  promptitude,  to  put  it  in  execution.  They  are  Poiyb.  iii 
befides  rcftrained  by  the  authority,  or  at  leaft  filence  *9«- 
of  Polybius,  who,  in  fpeakingof  the  great  confequen- 
ces  of  this  memorable  day,  agrees,  that  the  Cartha- 
ginians conceived  great  hopes  of  carrying  Rome  on 
the  firil  aflault :  but  as  to  him,  he  does  not  explain 
himfelf  concerning  what  it  was  necefTary  to  have  done 
in  refpedl  to  a  city  very  populous,  extremely  warlike» 
well  fortified,  and  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  two  le«w 
gions ;  and  he  does  not  drop  a  word,  that  implies 
iuch  a  projefk  pra&icable ;  or  that  Hannibal  was  in 
the  wrong  for  not  having  attempted  it.  , 

And  accordingly,  on  examimng  things  nearer,  we 
do  not  find,  that  the  common  ruks  of  war  admitted 
him  to  undertake  it.  It  is  certain,  that  Hannibal's 
whole  infantry  before  the  battle  amounted  OQly  to 
forty  thoufand  men ;  that  being  diminifhed  fix  thou- 
fand,  who  had  been  killed  b  the  a6fcion,  and  a  much 
greater  number  undoubtedly,  who  had  been  wounded, 
and  obliged  to  quit  the  field,  he  had  no  more  than 
twenty-fix,  or  twenty-feven  thoufand  foot  in  a  condi- 
tion to  aft  -,  and  that  that  number  could  neither  fuf- 
fice  for  forming  the  circumvalladon  of  a  city  of  fuch 
extent  as  Rome,  with  a  river  running  through  it,  nor 
for  attacking  it  in  form,  without  either  machines, 
munitions,  or  any  of  the  things  neceflary  in  a  fiege. 
For  the  fame  reafon  Hannibal,  after  his  fuccefs  ^ur.iad. 
Thrafy menus,  all  vidorious  as  he  was,  had  attacked  9.  * 
Spoletum  incfFe6tually ;  and  a  little  after  the  battle  of  ^"*"'*^ 
Canns,  he  was  obliged  to  raife  the  fiege  of  a  fmaU 
city  of  no  name  or  ftrength.  And  it  cannot  be  de- 
fied, that  if,  on  the  occafion  in  queftion,  he  had  mif- 

carried. 


Digitized  by 


Google      


47<>    -  VARRO,  JEMILIUS,  Confols. 

i^.«^  carried,  as  he  had  reafon  to  cxpeft,  he  would  irrc- 
„i^  tricvably  have  ruined  all  his  affairs.  But  to  jx&dn 
pioperly  o(  this  fad*  it  were  neceflkry  to  be  of  wc 
military  profelfion,  and  perhaps  cotemporary  with  t^c 
afkion.  This  is  an  antient  matter  ot  diffmte,  upon 
which  it  becomes  only  the  fkilful  to  pafs  judgment. 
As  for  me,  after  having  advanced  my  doubts,  I  ihall 
not  omit  to  ufe  lAvy's  words  upon  this  fubje^. 

Jaw.  nii.      The  day  after  the  battle,  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  the 

5>*  Carthaginians  began  to  gather  the  fpoils.  How  much 
foever  thev  hated  the  Romans,  they  could  not  confider 
the  flaugbter  they  had  made  without  horror.  The 
field  of  ixitde,  and  all  the  places  adjacent,  werccoirer- 
cd  with  dead  bodies,  according  as  they  had  been  kilkd 
during  the  battle  or  in  flight.  But  what  attra&ed 
their  attention  moft,  was  a  Numidian  ftill  alive  iyii^ 
upon  a  dead  Roman.  The  firft  had  his  ears  and  nofe 
mm  and  bleeding*  For  the  Roman,  not  being  able 
to  ufe  his  hands,  m  order  to  hold  and  handle  his  arms, 
becaufe  they  were  entirely  difabled  with  wounds,  had 
tofe  from  an^r  to  fury,  and  had  died  tearing  his 
enemy  with  his  teeth. 

Hud.  51.  After  they  had  pafled  part  of  the  day  in  ftripping 
the  dead  of  the  fpoils,  Hannibal  led  his  troops  on  to 
attack  the  litde  camp.  His  firft  care  was  to  poft  a 
body  of  troops  upon  the  banks  of  the  Aufidus,  wo 
prevent  the  enemy  frcrni  having  water,  fi^t  as  they 
were  all  weary  with  labour  and  watching,  and  moft 
cf  them  covered  with  wounds,  they  furrendered  (boner 
dian  be  expe£ted.  The  capitulation  was,  that  they 
Ihouki  deliver  up  their  arms  and  horfes  to  the  vi^bv, 
letainins  only  a  fingle  habit.  That  when  the  pri- 
loners  Ihouki  be  ranicMned,  about  ieven  pounds  ten 
fliilltngs  fiiould  be  p^id  for  each  Roman  citizen*  five 
TOunc&  for  each  ally,  and  fifty  for  every  Have.  The 
Carthaginians  took  poflefiion  of  their  peiioAS,  and 
kept  tbem  under  a  good  guard,  after  having  iepa^ 
rated  the  citizens  from  the  allies. 

Whilft  Hanmbal  loft  a  great  deal  of  time  on  this 
fide>  thole  of  the  great  camp,  who  had  fufficicnt 
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ftrength  or  courage,  to  the  number  of  four  thbufandA.R.  53^, 
foot  and  two  hundred  horfe,  retired  to  Canufium,  ^l^f" 
ibme  in  bodies,  and  others  difpcrfed  over  the  country, 
vrhich  was  not  the  n)oft  unfafe  way.  Only  the 
cowardly  and  the  wounded  remained,  who  furrender- 
ed  themielves  to  the  vidor  upon  the  fame  conditions 
as  thofe  of  the  little  camp. 

Hannibal  made  a  very  confiderable  booty.  But 
except  men,  horfes,  and  a  little  filver,  which  was 
principally  upon  the  furniture  of  the  horfes,  (for  the 
Romans  carried  very  little  plate  into  the  field)  he  a« 
bandoned  all  the  reft  to  the  foldiers. 

He  afterwards  caufed  the  bodies  of  his  own  j>eqfie 
to  be  placed  in  an  heap,  in  order  to  burn  and  pay 
them  the  laft  duties.  Some  authors  write,  that  he 
caufed  the  Conful's  body  to  be  fought,  and  that  haring 
found  it,  he  gave  it  very  honourable  incerment. 

As  to  thofe  who  had  r^red  to  Canufium,  the  in-Liv.  Ibid, 
habitants  giving  them  nothing  but  quarters,  a  lady 
of  Apulia^  of  confiderable  birth  and  riches,  called 
Bufa,  fupplied  them  with  cloaths,  provifions,  and  even 
money.  After  the  war,  the  Senate  did  not  fail  to  ex* 
preis  their  gratitude  to  her  for  fo  great  a  generofity, 
and  to  con^r  extraordinary  honours  upon  her. 

For  the  reft,  as  there  were  four  legionary  Tribunes 
amongft  thefe  troops,  the  queftion  was,  which  of  them 
ihould  command  till  farther  orders.  By  the  confent 
of  them  all,  that  honour  was  conferred  upon  P.  Scipio, 
then  very  young,  and  upon  Appius  Claudius. 

Whilft  they  were  deliberating  amongft  themfelves  ^^'^'  ^'^ 
upon  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  in  the  prefcnt  con-  ^^' 
jun6hire,  P.  Furius  PhUus,  the  fon  of  a  perfon  of 
Confular  dignity,  came  to  tell  them,  that  they  enter-* 
tained  fklfe  hopes,  and  that  the  Commonweahh  was 
entirely  ruined.^  That  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
better  fort  of  the  youth,  with  L.  Caecilius  Metellus  at 
their  head,  wfere  endeavouring  to  get  fliips,  with  de-» 
fign  to  quit  Italy,  and  to  imbark,  in  order  to  retire 
to  (bme  king  in  alliance  with  the  Romans.  Of  all  the 
misfortunes  that  had  fallen  upon  the  Commonwealth, 
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AiR.  536*  there  had  been  no  example  of  fo  def{)enite  and  fatal  ji 
•^J^^  refblution.     All  that  were  in  the  Council,  were  ftrsck 
with  amazement  on  this  news.    Moft  of  them  kept  a 
mournful  filence.    Some  propofed  deliberating  upon 
the  aS^ ;  when  young  Scipio,  for  whom  the  glory  of 
terminadng  this  war  fuccefsfuUy  was  reierved^  affirm- 
ed, <^  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft  in  an  affsur  of 
that  nature.   That  the  queftion  was  to  ad,  and  not  to 
deliberate.    That  thofe  who  loved  the  Commonwealth 
had  only  to  follow  him.    That  there  could  not  be 
pp-eater  enemies  of  the  State,  than  men  capable  of  fbrm- 
mg  fuch  a  delign.'*     After  thefe  words,    he  went 
diredly  to  the  houfe  where  Metellus  lodged,,  followed 
by  a  great  number  of  the  moft  zealous.    And  hsraig 
found  the  young  peripns  aifembled,  of  whom  he  lad 
been  informed,  he  drew  his  fword,  and  prefcndns  the 
point  to  them,  he  faid :  ^^  I  fwear  firft,  that  I  will  not 
^^  abandon  the  Commonwealth,  and  that  I  wiU  not 
^^  fuflfer  any  one  elie  to  abandon  it.    Great  Jupiter, 
'    **  I  call  upon  you  to  witnefs  my  oath;  and  I  conient, 
^^  if  I  fail  to  keep  it,  that  you  will  caufe  me  and  my 
^*'  family  to  perilh  by  the  moft  cruel  of  deaths.   Ca^i- 
^^  lius,  do  you  take  the  fame  oath,  and  all  that  are 
*'  here  aflcmblcd.    Whoever  refufes  to  comply,  ibaU 
**  die  this  moment."    They  all  fwore,  being  as  much 
terrified  as  if  they  had  fecn  and  heard  the  Viftor  Han- 
iiibal ;  and  permitted  Scipio  to  have  them  guarded 
in  fight. 
Liv.  xxii.      At  the  time  this  pafled  at  Canuiium,  about  four 
54*  thoufand  men,  horfe  and  foot,  who  had  been  difperf^ 

ed  in  the  flight  about  the  country,  repaired  to  Venufia 
'  to  the  Conful.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city  received 
them  into  their  houfes^  where  they  took  great  care  of 
them.  They  fupplied  all  thofe  that  wanted  them, 
with  arms  and  cloaths,  and  gave  each  horfeman  about 
twelve  fhillings,  and  each  of  the  foot  about  eight 
(hillings.  In  a  word,  both  in  public  and  private, 
they  treated  them  with  all  pofilble  marks  of  extreme 
good-will.  They  were  unwilling  it  ihould  be  laid, 
that  the  People  of  their  city  had  been  lefs  generous 
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than  a  iingle  woman  of  Canufium:  fuch  force  has  A.  R.  ss^. 
good  example.  Ant.  c* 

But  Bufa,  notwithftanding  her  great  fortune  and  i4v!'ii*i. 
good  heart,  was  overwhelmed  by  the  great  number 
of  thofe,  who  had  occafion  for  her  aid.  Already  more 
than  ten  thoufand  men  had  repaired  into  that  city. 
Appius  and  Scipio  having  been  informed,  that  one 
of  the  Confuls  had  outlived  the  lofs  of  the  battle,  fent 
him  a  courier,  to  let  him  know  what  troops  they  had 
with  them,  and  to  alk  whether  it  was  his  will,  that 
they  Ihould  march  them  to  him  at  Venufia,  or  (hould 
expedt  hinv  at  Canufium.  Varro  chofe  rather  to  go 
and  join  them,  where  they  were.  When  he  arrived 
there,  he  law  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  troops, 
that  might  pafe  for  a  Confular  army ;  and  with  thefe 
forces,  if  he  was  not  yet  in  a  condition  to  keep  the 
field,  he  wa^  at  leaft  capable  of  flopping  the  enemy, 
by  oppofmg  them  with  the  walls  of  Canufium. 

SECT.      III. 

Qmjlernatton^  which  th^  confufed  rumour  of  the  lofs  of  the 
army  occafions  at  Rome,  the  Senate  ajjembks.  fVtfe 
eounfel  of  Fabins  to  make  the  necejfary  difpofttiom  in  the 
city.  The  Senate  receives  letters  from  Varro ^  which  in- 
form  them  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  News  concern- 
ing Sicily.  M.  Marcellus  is  appointed  to  command  the 
troops  in  the  room  of  Varro.  Crime  of  two  Veftals.  P. 
Pabius  Pilior  is  fent  to  Delphi.  Human  viSlims  facri- 
ficed  to  the  Gods.  Marcellus  takes  upon  him,  the  com- 
mand cf  the  troops.  M.  Junius  is  created  DiHator. 
Slaves  lifted.  Hannibal  permits  the  prif oners  to  fend 
deputies  to  Rome^  to  treat  about  their  ranfom.  Cartha- 
loHy  a  Carthaginian  officer^  ordered  to  quit  the  territory 
cf  the  Commonwealth.  Speech  of  one  of  the  Deputies 
in  favour  of  the  prifoners.  Speech  of  Manlius  Torquatus 
egainft  the  fame  prifoners.  The  Senate  refufes  to  ran* 
Jom  them.  Reflexions  upon  that  refufal.  Mean  fraud 
cf  one  of  the  Deputies.  Many  allies  quit  the  party  of 
the  Romans.  Varro  returns  to  Rome^  where  he  is  very 
well  received.  Reflexion  upon  this  coniuSt  of  the  Roman 
Pecple. 
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A.R.$s^-  "VrO  certain  and  exaft  news  of  what  had  paficd  ac 
tt$7*  the  battle  of  Cahnst  had  yet  been  rcccivcxl  at 

Liv.  xxii.  Rome  i  and  it  even  was  not  known,  that  there  was 
^  ftiU  in  being  the  fad  remains  of  whkh  wc  have  jufk 

been  fpeaking.  The  entire  defeat  of  both  armies,  and 
ithe  death  of  the  two  Colifuls,  was  rumoured.  Never 
had  Rome,  fince  the  uking  of  the  dtjr  by  the  Gauli^ 
been  under  fuch  alarm,  and  in  fo  great  and  univdid 
a  oonfternation.  It  was  talked,  that  the  Romans  had 
now  neither  camp.  Generals,  nor  fbldiers.  That  Han* 
nibal  was  mafter  of  Apulia,  and  Samnlum,  as  he  would 
foon  be  of  all  Italy.  Nothing  was  heard,  but  cries  and 
groans  in  the  ftreets ;  the  women  in  tears,  tearing 
their  hair,  and  beating  their  breafts,  in  the  dreadful 
delbaur  to  whith  they  were  reduced ;  the  men,  iad 
and  dejected,  and  inwardly  abandoned  to  a  grief  they 
were  defirous  to  conceal,  exprefled  it  in  ipite  of  chem- 
felves  by  their  filence. 

What  other  ti^don  would  not  have  funk  under  the 
weight  of  fo  many  calamities  ?  If  we  compare  the  bat* 
tie  of  Cannae  with  that  which  the  Carthaginians  loft 
at  the  iflands  !/Egates,  and  which  reduced  them  to  give 
up  Sicily  and  Sardinia  to  the  Vidor,  and  afterwards 
to  pay  him  tribute ;  or  that  which  Hannibal  himielf 
loft  afterwards  at  the  gates  of  Canths^  ;  they  are  in 
nothing  to  be  compared  with  it  y  except  that  the  lols 
of  them  was  fuftained  with  lefs  conftancy  and  courage. 
Ibid.  55*  Affairs  were  in  this  conditkm,  when  the  Praetors, 
pittt'.  in  P.  Furius  Fhilus,  and  M.  Pomponius,  aflembled  the 
Fab.  1 84-  Senate,  in  order  to  take  lUeafures  for  the  prefervation 
of  Rome.  For  thev.did  not  doubt,  but  Hannibal, 
after  having  defeated  their  armies,  would  immediately 
fet  out  to  attack  the  C^itol,  the  taking  of  which 
would  terminate  the  war,  and  compleat  the  ruin  of 
the  Commonwealdi.  But  as  the  women,  who  flocked 
around  the  Seaate-houle,  made  the  air  reibund  with 
their  cries,  and  that  even  before  it  was  known,  who 
was  alive  and  who  dead,  all  families  were  equally  in 
die  greateft  afilidtion :  (^  Fafaios  Mwimus  was  of 
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jopinioo,  "  that  couriers  fhould  he  imintdiately  dif-  A-R*  sif. 
patched  upon  the  Appian  and  Latii^e  Ways,  with  ^^i.  * 
iV^crs  tp  int^m^gatp  thofe,  who  had  efcaped  by  flighi:, 
a^  whpm  they  ihx)ttl4  meet  oh  their  route,  to  kpow 
from  them  the  fate  of  the  Conjfuls  and  army  ;  where 
the  remains  of  the  troop$  wcrt^  admitting  there  wer^ 
any ;  which  way  Hannibal  had  diredbed  his  march 
after  the  battle ;  whajt  he  was  actually  doing ;  anfl 
wh^t  Plight  be  conjeftured  in  re^6t  to  his  futune 
defigns.  He  alib  reprefented,  that  for  want  of  thfs 
magiftrates,  whole  aumber  was  too  imall  in  the  city, 
t^e  Seoatprs  fhould  talps  care  to  calm  the  trouble  and  ^ 
4rrad  that  prevailed  in  it ;  apd  he  added  a  very  long 
detail  of  all  it  was  neceiTary  for  them  to  do  in  order 
to  fucceed  in  this  reipcd.  That  when  the  tuniult 
^ould  be  appeafed,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  mor^ 
f:alm^  the  Senate  Should  re-alTemble  to  deliberate  mor^ 
9Qoly  uppn  meafures  £br  prefe^-ving  the  Common* 
wealth."  ...  .       \ 

Every  body  came  into  this  opinion,  and  it  was  im-  jj^^  ^^ 
mediately  put  in  execution.     The  fir^  thin^  that  w^  56. ' 
.4pne»  w^  tQ  forbid  the  wpu;ien  p  appear  m  publip, 
becaufe  their  jdefpair  ^od  clamour  ferved  only  to  de- 
jeft  the  people,  already  tQO  much  at£e(3:ed.     In  the 
fecond  piace,  the  Senators  went  from  houfe  to  houfc 
to  encourage  the  heads  of  families,  and  to  reprefent  cp 
fh^txiy  that  the  State  did  ciot  want  resources  agiinft  the 
|>rereat  evils.     Fabius  him^lf,  inAead  of  appearing 
cimorous,  and  without  hope,  as  bexlid  when  i;her^ 
ieemed  nothing  cq  fear  ^  now,  when  every  body  ws^ 
in  extreme  conftexnation  ^d  l^orribje  anguifh,  walked 
about  with  a  grave  pace,  and  a  countenance  full  of  . 
aflUrance  and  tranqyility  %  which,  with  lus  ferious  af^d 
.  coQ^ling  difcoiirfes,  revived  the  courage,  and  calmed 
ttbe  gri^  of  -iJ^  wlpde  city.     And  laftly,  left  fe^r 
flftoi^ld  previ^il  ov.er  aU  .other  feoitiments,  and  the  ckf « 
^ci^^  by  retiring  elfewhere,  :fbould  leave  the  city  with- 
out defence,  guards  were  pofted  at  the  gates,  in  order 
that  no-bpdy  might  go  out  without  permiffion.  When 
the  Senat^^  had  difpexX^d  shf^  m\iiMMAe$  (hiat  had  ga- 
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A.R.  53<.  thcred  round  the  Senate-houfe  and  in  the  Forom,  and 
^li^'  appeafed  the  tumult  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  letters 
arrived  from  Varro,  by  which  ^*  he  informed  the  Se- 
nate of  the  death  of  the  Conful  Paulus  iEmilius  and 
the  defeat  of  the  ariiiy  :  That  as  for  him,  he  was  ac- 
tually at  Canufium,  where  he  was  dra^ng  together 
the  remains  of  this  defeat :  That  he  had  with  him  a- 
bout  ten  thouland  in  a  condition  bad  enough  t  That 

•  Hannibal  was  ftill  at  Cannse;  where  he  amufed  him- 
felf  with  gathering  the  fpoik  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
and  fetting  a  rate  for  the  ranfom  of  the  prifoners  in  a 
manner  becoming  neither  a  great  General,  nor  a  Vic- 
tor/' Soon  after  all  the  citij:ens  were  informed  of 
their  particular  lofles.  And  as  there  was  not  a  family, 
which  was  not  obliged  to  wear  mourning,  it  was  limit- 
ed by  a  decree  of  the  Senate  to  thirty  days,  in  order 
that  the  feftivals  and  other  ceremonies  of  religion, 
whether  public  or  private,  fliould  not  be  interrupted 
too  long. 

lir^uii.       The  Senate  had  fcarce  re-entered  their  houfc,  than 
^^'  they  received  other  letters  from  Sicily,  by  which  the 

Praetor  T.  Otacilius  informed  them,  that  the  Cartha- 
ginian fleet  ravaged  King  Hiero's  dominions.     That 
*  he  had  made  preparations  for  failing  to  attack  it;  but 
that   he  had  received  advice  at  the  fame  time,  that 
they  had  another  fleet  near  the  iflands  Agates,  which 
was  preparing  to  fail  to  Lilybajum,  and  to  ravage  die 
province  of  the  Roman  People,  when  he  Ihould  have 
let  out  to  cover  the  coafts  of  Syracufe.     That  it  was 
therefore  neceflary  to  fend  a  new  fleet,  if  they  deligned 
.  to  defend  Hiero,  and  the  Province  of  Sicily. 
^*^j7.        The  Senators  were  of  opinion,  that  M.  Claudius 
Marcellus,  who  commanded  the  fleet  at  Oftia,  (hould 
be  lent  to  Canufium,  and  that  the  Conful  flioukl  be 
wrote  to,  to  leave  the  command  of  the  army  to  that 
Prastor,  and  to  come  himfelf  to  Rome,  as  loon  as  he 
could,  and  as  the  good  of  the  Commonwealth  would 
admit. 

*  BcBaum  fisdere  ad  Cannas,  la  captivorom  predis  praDdaqiie  alla« 
Afic  vidaris  amiao,  nee  m^ni  DvcU  more^ttuaaiiiaatein. 

The 
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The  fear  which  fo  much  bad  news  gave  the  Ro-  A.  R.  556. 
mans,  was  ftill  augmented  by  a  great  number  of  pro-  .^'5.^' 
digies,  of  which  the  moft  terrifying,  was  the  crime  of  Liv.  xxii. 
the  Veftals  Opimia  and  P'loronia,  who  both,  this  fame  ^^^ 
year,  fuffered  themfclves  to  be  corrupted.     The  one, 
according  to  cuftom,  was  buried  alive  near  the  gate 
(Collina  j  the  other  killed  herfelf  to  avoid  that  puniQi- 
ment.     The  Decemviri  were  ordered  to  coniblt  the 
books  of  the  Sibyl ;  and  Q^  Fabius  Piftor  was  fent  to 
Delphi,  to  know  from   the  oracle,  by  what  prayers 
and  facrifices  the  wrath  of  the  Gods  might  be*  appeaf- 
cd.     This  was  the  Fabius  Piftor,  who  wrote  the  Roi- 
man  Hiftory  from  Romulus  down  to  his  own  times. 
The  work  of  a  Senator,  employed  in  the  public  affairs,, 
ihould,  I  conceive,  be  of  great  authority.     But  Po-  Polyb.  i. 
lybius  imputes  to  him  a  blind  pafTion  for  his  country;  n- 
which  often  made  him   depart  from  the  truth  ;  and  &c!  *^^ 
Livy  himfelf  does  not  feem  to  have  fet  any  great  va^ 
lue  upon  him. 

During  the  abfence  of  Fabius  Pi5:or,  fome  extraor-  Liv.  xii. 
dinary  facrifices  were  made,  as  prefcribed  in  the  books  ^^' 
that  contained  the  deftiny  of  the  Romans.     Amongfl: 
the  reft  a  male  and  female  Gaul,  and  a  Grecian  man 
and  woman  were  facrificed,   by  being  buried  alive  in  a 
cave  in  the  beaft-market,  which  had  been  lined  with 
Hone.     This  place  had  before  been  bathed  with  hu- 
man blood,  according  to  a  rite  that  the  Romans  had 
borrowed  from  foreign  nations.     What  blindnefs  was 
this!  What  idea  hadthefe  nations  of  their  Gods,  to 
believe  that  human  blood  was  capable  of  appeafing 
thek  wrath  ?  But  how  could   a  people,  who  valued 
themfelves  upon  their  great  humanity,  and  politenefs 
of  manners,  as  the  Romans  did,  give  into  fo  cruel  and 
barbarous  a  fuperftition  ?  This  was  the  worfhip,  which 
the  devil,  "  who  was  a  murtherer  from  the  beginning,** 
and  had  ufurped  the  place  of  the  true  God,  required 
from  men,  and  which  we  (hould  ftill  pay  him,  if  the 
all-powerful  grace  of  the  Redeemer  had  not  delivered 
us  trom  (lavery  to  him. 
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A.R.  5^^-     In  the  mean  time  M.  Marcellus  fcnt  fifteen  hundred 

^^^'  men,  whom  he  had  railed  for  the  fca-fervice,  to  Rorhe^ 

Liv.xjut.  to  guard  the  citjr.     As  to  himfclf,  after  having  fcnt 

*7-  the  third  legion  to  Tcanum  in  Campania  with  the  Ic- 

irionary  Tribunes,  he  left  the  fleet,  with  as  many 
oldiers  as  could  be  fpared,  and  under  the  command 
of  P.  Furius  Philus ;  and  fomc  days  after  repaired  to 
Canufium  by  great  marches. 

Li?,  ibid.  M.  Junius,  havinjg  afterwards  been  created  Di^tor 
by  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  appointed  Ti.  Sem- 
pronius  General  of  the  horfe,  and,  amongft  the  new 
troops,  he  lifted  all  the  young  men,  who  had  attained 
the  age  of  feventeen  (which  was  the  time  when  the 
Romans  firft  entered  to  fcrve  in  the  army)  and  he  even 
lifted  fomc  who  had  not  quitted  th^  rooe  ♦  fr^tifxH^ 
and  who,  confequently,  were  tinder  that  z&^.  Of 
thefe  he  compofed  four  legions  and  a  body  era  thou- 
fand  horfe.  At  the  fame  time  he  fcnt  to  demand  rf 
the  allies  of  the  Latine  name  the  contingent  they  were 
to  furnifii  in  virtue  of  the  treaty.  He  alfo  caufed 
arms  of  all  kinds  to  be  prepared,  without  including, 
thole  which  had  formerly  been  taken  from  the  enemy, 
and  which  were  removed  from  the  temples  and  porti- 
cos to  arm  the  new  foldiers. 

liv,  ibid.  Befides  thefe,  the  Romans  made  levies  of  a  new 
kind.  For  the  Commonwealth  hot  being  capable  of 
fupplying  a  fufficient  number  oS  free  citizens,  lifted 
eight  thoufand  of  the  moft  robuft  llavcs,  firft  afldng 
them,  whether  they  took  arms  with  their  own  entire 
confent  and  good-will :  a  very  remarkable  circum- 
ftance.  They  did  not  believe,  that  foldiers  raifed  by 
force  were  to  be  relied  upon.  They  preferred  fbMiers 
of  this  kind  to  thofe,  who  were  Hannibars  prilbners, 
and  whom  that  General  offered  to  resftore  fbr  a  kfi 
ranfom  than  the  price  paid  for  thefe  flaves. 

Ibid.  58.  Hannibal,  after  the  viftory  at  Cannse,  adling  rather 
like  a  Conqueror  than  a  General,  thatTemembered  Jic 

*  They  did  not  quit  the  Praetexta  tiK  iereaoeoit  ytKCz  •£  aft.    I 

have  fpoke  of  it,  and  of  the  other  Roman  habits,  in  a  fbnner  pan  of 
this  volume, 

bad 
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had  ftill  enemies  to  overcome,  caufed  a  ftate  of  all  the  A.  R.  53^. 
prifoner3  to  belaid  before  him.  He  feparated  the  al-  ^"j*^, 
lies  from  the  Romans.i  fpoke  to  the  firit  with  the  fame 
profefllons  of  good-will  and  amity,  as  he  had  before 
^  after  the  battle  of  Thrafymenus ;  and  difmiffed  them 
all  without  ranfom.  Then  having  ordered  the  Romany 
to  be  brought  before  him^  which  he  had  not  hitherto  ' 
do&e,  he  (poke  to  them  with  lenity  enough.  He  told 
them,  "  That  it  was  not  his  intention  to  deftroy  their 
nation  ^  that  be  fought  againft  them  only  for  glory 
tnd  empire.  That  as  his  forefathers  had  given  way 
to  the  valour  of  the  Romans,  he  ^ould  ufe  his  utmo^ 
endeavours  to  reduce  the  Romans  to  give  way  in  their 
turn  to  his  good  fortune  and  course.  That  there- 
fore he  would  permit  the  prifoners  to  ranfom  themr 
lelves.  That  he  demanded  for  each  horfeman  about 
twelve  pounds,  for  each  of  the  foot  about  feven,  and 
about  two  pounds  ten  Shillings  for  every  flave." 

Thov^h  Hannibal  had  confiderably  increafed  the 
ranfom  before  agreed  upon,  the  prifoners  however  ac- 
cepted with  joy  the  conditions,  though  unjuft,  upoft 
which  they  were  permitted  to  withdraw  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  They  therefore  chofe  ten  of  the 
moft  confiderable  amongft  them,  whom  they  fent  to 
Rome  to  the  Senate.  Hannibal  defired  no  other  fecur 
rity  for  their  faith,  than  the  oath  which  they  took  tq 
return.  He  fent  Carthalon,  a  Carthaginian  of  the 
greateft  diftin^Sbion,  along  with  tliem,  to  propcrfe  con? 
^itions  to  the  Romans,  in  caCe  he  found  them  difpofed 
to  make  peace.  When  thefc  deputies  had  quitted  the 
camp  of  the  Carthaginians,  one  of  them,  pretending 
to  have  forgot  fomediing,  returned  thither,  and  rejoin- 
ed his  companions  before  night. 

When  it  was  known  at  Rome,  that  they  were  upon  Liv.  xxU, 
the  p<unt  of  arriving  in  the  city,  the  Diftator  fent  one  5^* 
of  his  Lidors  to  Carthalon,  to  order  him  in  his  name 
to  quit  the  territory  of  the  Commonwealth  before 
night.  Is  this  then  the  Chief  of  a  People  conquered 
4nd  reduced  to  extremities,  who  aflumes  fuch  a  tone 
of  haughtinefs  and  empire  to  his  conquerors  ? 
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^at  c^*      ^^  ^^  ^^^  deputies  of  the  prifoners,  he  admitted 
ii6. '   them  to  an  audience  of  the  Senate,  when  M.  Junius, 
Liv.  xxii.  the  principal  perfon  amongft  them,  fpoke  thus  in  the 
^^'  name  of  them  all.     "  There  is  nobody,  fathers,  that 

*'  does  not  know,   no  people  have  lefs  regard  for  the 
*'  prifoners  of  their  country  than  the  Romans  :  But, 
**  without  having  too  good  an  opinion  of  our  caule, 
"  we  may  affirm,  that  no  prifoners  ever  dcfervcd  your 
*'  indifference  or  contempt  Icfs  than  we.     For  it  was 
"  neither  in  the  field  of  battle,  nor  through  fear,  that 
"  we  delivered  up  our  arms  to  the  enemy  :  but  after 
"  having  fought  till  night,  on  heaps  of  dead  bodies,  wc 
"  at  laft  retired  into  our  camp.  During  the  remains  of 
**  day,  and  the  whole  night  following,  notwithftanding 
**  the  fatigues  we  had  undergone,  notwithftanding  the 
**  wounds  with  which  we  were  covered,  we  defended 
"  our  intrenchments.     The  next  day,  feeing  ourfeivcs 
**  inverted  by  a  viftorious  army,  and  having  ourcom- 
*'  munication  with  the  water  cut  off,  without  any  hopes 
*'  of  opening  ourfelves  away  through  an  innumerabk 
^*  multitude  of  enemies ;  and  convinced  befides,  that 
*'  it  was  no  crime  to  fave  fome  fmall  remains  of  an 
•*  army,   that  had   left  fifty  thoufand  men  upon  the 
*'  field  of  battle  ;  we  at  length  treated  concerning  our 
•'  ranfom,  and  delivered  up  to  the  enemy  the  arms 
*•  that  could  no  longer  be  of  any  ufe  to  us. 

"  We  knew,  that  our  anceftors  had  given  the  Gauls 
"  gold  to  ranfom  themfelves ;  and  that  our  fathers, 
"  though  fo  feverc  in  refpeft  to  the  conditions  of 
^*  peace,  had  however  fent  Ambaffadors  to  Tarentum, 
^'  to  treat  about  the  ranfom  of  prifoners.  And  not- 
**  withftanding  that,  the  battle,  which  we  loft  at 
"  Allia  againft  the  Gauls,  and  that  which  Pyrrhus 
"  gained  againft  us  at  Heraclea,  v/ere  lefs  pernicious 
"  to  the  Commonwealth  by  the  (laughter  ofourfol- 
"  diers,  than"  by  their  fear  and  flight.  Whereas  the 
"  fields  of  Cannae  are  covered  with  the  dead  bodies 
"  of  the  Romans ;  and  if  we  efcaped  the  enemy's  fury, 
"  it  was  becaufe  their  arms  were  blunted,  and  their 
-  **  ftrength  exhaufted  by  flaughtering  us. 

"  There 
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".  There  are  even  fome  of  us  who  cannot  be  re- A.  R.  51^, 

**  preached  with  having  quitted  the  field  of  battle  ;/^,^i^^*. 
**  but  who  having  been  appointed  to  guard  the  camp^ 
•'  fell  with  the  camp  itfclf  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

"  I  do  not  envy  the  fate  or  condition  of  any  of  my 
*'  countrymen  and  fellow-foldiers,  nor  defire  to  juftifjr 
**  myfelf  at  their  expence.    But,  unlefs  there  be  merit 
**  in  running  better,  and  flying  fafter  and  more  fuc- 
*'  cefsfully  than  others,  I  do  not  think  thofe  to  be  pre- . 
**  ferrcd  to  us,  moft  of  whom  quitted  the  field  of 
**  battle  without  arms,  and  did  not  flop  till  they  had 
*'  reached  Venufia  or  Canufium  ;  nor  that  they  can 
•*  boaft  of  being  able  to  do  the  Commonwealth  better, 
*'  fervice  than  we.     You  will  find  gopd  and  valiant. 
**  foidiers  in  thcni ;  but  the  remembrance  that  we  arc 
**  indebted  to  your  goodnefs  for  having  been  ranfom-. 
**  ed,  and  reinftatcd  in  our  country,  will  induce  us  to 
*'  exceed  them,  if  poffible,  by  our  valour  and  zeal. 

"  You  are  railing  foidiers  of  all  ages  and  condi- 
•'  tions.  I  am  informed,  that  you  are  arming  eight 
*'  thoufahd  (laves.  We  are  very  near  the  fame  num- 
*'  ber  of  citizens,  and  pur  ranfom  will  not  exceed  what 
**  it  will  coft  you  to  purchafe  them.  For  I  fhould . 
**  injure  the  Roman  name,  if  I  compared  them  witl\ , 
**  us  in  any  oth?r,  manner. 

"  If  you  n^ake,  any  difficulty  to  chufe  the  fide  of 
''  favour  and  humanity  in  refpeft  to  us,  a  treatment 
•*  for  which  we  do  not  believe  we  have  given  room  5 
**  confider  to  what  enemy  you  are  going  to  abandon  .. 
**  us.  Is  it  to  a  Pyrrhus,  who  treated  our  prifoners 
**  like  his  friends  and  guefls  j  or  to  a  Barbarian,  to 
**  a  Carthaginian,  equally  avaricious  and  cruel  ?  If 
**  you  faw  the  chains,  with  which  your  citizens  arc 
**  laden ;  if  yqu  were  witneflcs  of  the  mifery  in  which 
**  they  are  made  to  languifh^^^yovi  would  undoubtedly  . 
•*  be  no  .lefs  moved  with  their  condition,  than  if  you 
**  were  to  turn  your  eyes  upon  the  fields  of  Caana^^ 
**  covered  wich.jKaps  of  the  dwd  bodies  of  your 
y  foidiers,      .     . 

li  4     '  <*  You' 
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A.R.5J<;,  u  ^(5u  he^r  th6  groans,  arid  may  fee  the  teirs  of 
i^i.  "  cur  fektiofis.  Who  exptdt  yotlr  anfwdf  Jrt  tht  ttioft 
«>  Cf uei  anxiety.  What  do  you  believe  mtift  be  the 
«  akrrfi  of^  cur  abftrtr  cdmpanians  concernitt^  the  de- 
♦^  cree  you  aw  going  to  prohoiincer,  which  will  deter- 
•^  mine  ih  refpcft  to  their  lives  and  liberty  ? 

"  Though  Hannibal,  contrary  to  his  difpofition, 
«^  fliould  incline  to  tfeat  us  With  lenity  and  goodnefe, 
«^  ccruld  We  endure  life,  after  yotr  fhould  have  Judged 
•^  us  unworthy  of  being  ranfomed  ?  The  prtfoners, 
**  Whom  Pyrrnus  diftniffed  in  former  times  without 
'*  ranfoiW,  returned  t6  Rome  alOilg  with  the  |rtinci- 
«  pal  perfons  of  the  city,  who  had  l:>een  fent  to  hhn 
**  to  treat  Of  their  ranfom.  For  me,  1  fliould  return 
«•  Into  my  country,  a  eiti^en  of  lefs  value  than  a  ficall 
*'  fum  or  money.  Every  one  has  his  maxims,  and 
«'  manner  of  thinking.  1  know^  that  I  am  cxpoftd 
^*  to  lo|e  my  life  i  but  1  fear  much  lefs  to  die,  than  to 
«'  live  without  hohouf;  and  1  ftiouldthhik  myfclf 
*•  eternally  difhonourcd,  if  it  fliould  appear,  that  you 
*'  had  condemned  Us  as  wretches  urtwonhy  of  vour 
"  compaffion.  For  it  will  never  be  imagined,  tnat  it 
*«•  was  on  account  of  the  money  you  Wfert  difitous  to 
"  fave." 

As  ibon  as  he  had  done  fpeaking,  the  croud  of  their 
relations,  who  were  not  far  from  the  alfembly,  btoan 
to  raife  mournful  cries.  They  flretched  out  tfilir 
hands  towards  the  Senators,  and  implored  them  to 
reftore  them  their  children,  brothers,  fathers,  and 
huflDands :  for  the  oCcaflon  had  alfo  induced  the  wo- 
men to  come  into  the  I'orum,  to  join  their  prayers 
with  thofe  of  the  men.  After  the  people  were  made 
to  remove,  they  began  to  colleft  the  voices.  Opinions 
Were  very  much  divided.  The  moft  companionate 
were  for  ranfoming  them  With  the  public  mfeney. 
'  dthers  Hiaihtahied,  that  the  CommoAWeakh  Was  not 
in  a  condition  to  be  at  that  eXpehce  t  that  it  fufficed 
to  fuffer  thrift  to  ranfbm'  thethfelves  with  their  tiwn 
money :  they  added,  that  the  State  might  aid  foth  as 
bad  not  ready  money,  on  condition,  that  they  fliould 
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Mgage  thetf  land§  or  hctifes  fbr  the  payment  of  th^A«  it.  53!* 
inomey  that  fliould  be  lent  them.  ^^^  c. 

T.  ManliUs  TorqUftttJi  then,  one  of  the  moft  illuf-  LivVxiii. 
tfkjtrs  Senators^  who  had  been  twice  Conful^  but  who  ^^' 
t«ras  ftiJI  more  diftlnguMhed  by  the  ancient  fcvcrity, 
^frhieh  in  the  opinion  of  many  he  carried  even  into 
cruelty,  when  ft  came  to  his  turn  to  fpeak,  explained 
Jiimfelf  in  the  following  terms*  '^  If  the  deputies  had 
^  been  contented  with  afking,  that  the  prifoners  (hotild 
««  beranfomcd,  without  attacking  the  reputation  of 
^  others,  I  Ihould  have  given  my  opinion  in  one 
word.  I  ihould  Only  have  exhorted  you  to  follow 
the  example  fet  you  by  your  fathers^  and  from  which 
we  cannot  depart  without  ruining  military  difci*- 
pline.  But  a$  they  have  almoU  made  it  for  their 
glory  to  have  furrendered  ihemfelves  to  the  enemy, 
and  have  made  no  difficulty  to  prefer  themfelves, 
not  only  to  thofe  who  were  taken  in  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, but  even  to  thc^e  who  retired  to  Venufia  and 
Canufium^  and  to  the  COnful  Varro  himfelf,  I  think 
it  incumbent  oh  me  to  let  you  know  all  that  paflcd 
after  the  battle  of  Cattnft.  I  wi(h  I  had  now  fof 
my  auditors  the  foldiers  of  Canuflum,  the  irreproach- 
able withefles  of  every  one's  valour  and  cowardice ; 
or  at  leaft  P.  Sempronius,  whofe  council  and  ex- 
ample had  they  regarded^  they  would  now  be  foU 
diers  in  our  camp,  and  not  prifoners  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  But  what  was  their  condutft  ?  Ffx>m  • 
the  time  that  the  greateft  pait  of  the  enemy  had  rcr 
entered  their  camp,  either  to  reft  themfclvcs  after 
the  fatigues  of  the  battle^  or  to  give  themfehres  up 
to  the  joy  that  always  fucceeds  victory,  an  whole 
night  pafled,  in  which  they  might  have  forced  their 
way  through  the  few  Carthaginians^  that  were  left 
to  oppofe  a  retreat,  which  feyett  thoufand  men  were 
capable  of  opening  fwotxi  in  hand,  even  in  the  midft 
of  an  whole  army.  '  But  they  had  neither  hearts  to 
undertake  it  themftlves^  not  docility  enough  to  fol- 
low him,  who  fet  them  the  example,  and  exhorted 
ft»m  to  imitate  fcktt.    During  the  greatcft  part  of 
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A.R.  5:3tf» «»  tfije  night,  Semj)ronh]s  ncv^r  ccafed  adviiing  aod 
^kf'  "  preffingthem  to  follow  him,  whilfk  the  enemy  were 
-  «<  ftiil  but  m  ftnall  numbers  around  their  camp^  whilft 
"  all  was  in  profovind  filence,  and  the  night  would 
•*  cover  their  retreat-    It  was  in  vais  for  nim  to  ic- 
^  monftrate  to  then^,  that  before  day  appeared,  they 
'^  would  arrive  in  the  cities  of  the  allies^  where  they. 
^  would  have  nothing  ferther  to  ifear  ;  and  to  ani^ 
^  mate  them,  he  meiitioned  ieveral  examples  of  the 
^  like  nature.     Nothing  was  capable  of  moving  you. 
^  Heflicwed  you  a  wity^  that  led  to  fafcty  with  glory; 
^  and  your  courage  failed  you,  even  when  the  qudT-^ 
^  •*  tion  was  to  lave  your  lives.    You  had  before  your 
'^  eyes  fifty  thoufacd  of  your  citizens  and  allies^  tiut 
**  lay'dead  upon  the  field  of  battle:  and  fo  many  ex- 
**^  ampks  of  courage  could  not  infpire  you  with  any. 
•*  And  3rdu  were  not  only  contented  with  being  abyed: 
««  and  cowardly ;  you  qot  only  refufed  to  follow  him 
•*  that  gave  you  good  counfel,  but  you  endeavomfed 
♦*  to  keep  him  with  you,  to  ftop  himfelf,  if  ar  the. 
^^  head  of  a  body  of  foldiers  more  valiant  than  you, 
^  he  had  not  opened  his  way  through  cowards  and 
^<  traitors  fword  in  hand.     Sempronius  was  oblifi;ed  to 
*^  force  a  pafTage  through  his  own  citizens,  before  he. 
**  forced  one  through  the  enemy.     And  fhould  Rome 
**  regret  the  lofe  of  fuch  foldiers  ?  Of  ^feven  thoufand 
^  men,  only  fix  hundred  had  the  valour  to  return  frcc^, 
*^  and  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  into  their  coan*. 
**  try,  whilft  forty  thoufand  of  the  enemy  could  nei- 
^  ther  deter,  nor  keep  them  back.     With  how  much 
*^  more  eafe  would  two  whole  legions  have  executed. 
^  the  fame  entefprize  ?  To  conclude,  I  Ihall  ncduce. 
**  my  opinion   to  thefe  few  words.    I  believe  yoa. 
•«  ought  no  more  to  ranfom  thefe  men,  than  to  givCi 
**  up  thofe  to  Hannibal,  who  opened  themfelves  a 
"  way  through  the  enemy  witli  the  greateft  valour,  aod 
•*  glorioufly  reftored  themfelves  to  their  country,"' 
Ziv.zxiU      T^is  fpeech  made  ^.  great  ijnprellion.    TheSena-* 
*'•  tors,  moved  with  Manlius's  difcourfe,  had  lels  regard 
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of  the  prifoners,  than  to  the  faul  confequences,  that  A.R.  53^* 
an  indulgence,  fo  little  conformable  to  the  feverity  of  ^J^f  * 
their  anceftof$,  might  have*  Befides  which,  they  did 
not  l^lA^ve  it  proper  to  be  at  an  expence,  that  would 
at  the  fame  time  exhauft  the  trcafury  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  furniih  Hannibal  with  a  fupply,  of  which 
it  was  well  known  he  was  in  extreme  want.  It  was 
therefore  refolved  npt  to  ranfom  the  prifoners.  This 
fadanfwer,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  many  citizens,  added  to 
thofe  who  had  been  killed  in  the  battle,  excited  new 
forrowin  every  heart;  and  the  whole  multitude,  that 
had  remained  at  the  entrance  of  the  Senate-houfe,  fol»- 
lowed  the  deputies  to  the  gates  of  the  city  with  tears 
in  their  eyes,  and  making  lamentable  moan. 

One  can  Icarce  refrain  from  taxing  the  inflexible 
rigour,  with  which  the  Senate  rejefted  the  requeft  of 
feven  thoufand  prifoners,  whofe  cafe  (eemed  to  plead 
much  in  their  favour,  with  exceffive  and  inhuman 
cruelty.  If  the  maxim  of  conquering  or  dying,  and 
never  to  give  up  their  arms  to  the  enemy,  had  been  a 
maxim  inviolably  oblerved  by  the  Romans,  we  fliould 
be  lefs  furprized.     But  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  we  have  * 

fcen,  on  more  than  one  occafioil,  the  prifoners  of  wsr 
ranfomed  by  the  Romans,  Indeed  it  might  be  that 
reaibn  itfelf  that  induced  them  now  to  Ihew  themfelvcs 
fo  firm  and  inexorable,  in  order  to  give  new  vigour, 
by  a  fignal  example,  to  that  maxim,  which  they  coo- 
fidered  with  reafon  as  the  ftrongeft  fupport  of  the 
State,  and  which  could  alone  render  them  invincible, 
by  rendering  them  formidable  and  fuperior  to  all  their 
enemies.  Accordingly  Polybius  obferves,  and  his  re-  2o]yh.  vL 
mark  well  confirms  what  we  fay  here,  that  one  of  the  5°°- 
reafons  which  had  induced  Hannibal  to  propofe  the 
ranfom  of  the  prifoners,  was  to  deprive  them,  if  poffi- 
ble,  of  that  ardour  of  courage,  that  made  them  fo  ter- 
rible, and  that  determinate  refolution  of  dying  rather 
than  to  give  up  their  arms  •,  by  fliewii^  them  in  this 
ranfom  an  afifured  refource,  even  though  they  ihould  ' 
furrcnder  to  the  enemy.  Arid  he  ^dds,  that  it  was  the 
knowledge  the  Senators  had  of  this  defign  of  Hanni-^ 
balj^  which  rendered  them  inexorable. 
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A<R.  5s6.     One  of  the  deputies  returned  to  his  hou£%  beUev- 
^^^l^'   ing  he  had  acquitted  himfelf  o£  his  oath  by  going  bade 
LwVxxii.  fraudulently  into  Hannibal's  camp,  under  dke  pretence 
^i-  of  having  foi^  fomeching.    But  fo  mean  #fitiud, 

that  difhonoured  the  Roman  name,  was  no  (boner 
known,  than  it  was  told  in  full  Senate.  It  was  the 
opbion  of  every  body,  that  he  fliould  befeized,  put 
under  a  guard,  and  carried  back  to  Hannibal's  caaq>. 
Ibid.  After  the  battle  of  Cannse  enfued  the  revok  rf 

Italy.  The  allies  of  the  Romans,  whofe  fidelity  had 
been  unalterable  till  that  day,  began  to  ftagger,  with- 
out any  other  reafon  than  the  fear  of  feeing  the  Com- 
monwealth deftroyed.  The  names  of  the  States  that 
quitted  the  party  of  the  Romans,  but  at  different 
time,  fome  fooner,  fome  later,  were  as  follows.  The 
Campanians,  Atellani,  Calatini,  Hirpini,  part  of 
Apulia,  all  the  Samnites  except  the  Pentri,  theBruttii, 
aiMi  Lucanians  y  to  whom  may  be  added  the  Sallen- 
tini,  all  the  coaft  inhabited  by  the  Greeks,  the  Meta- 
pontini,  the  Tarendnes,  the  Crotonienfes,  the  Liocri, 
and  all  the  Cifalpine  Gauls. 
mut.  in  W^  ^^yc  hi^^  ^^^  tSe&  of  an  injudicious  ill-timed 
Fab.' 1 84.  battle,  and  what  Fabius  had  forefeen :  Whereas  be- 
fore it  Hannibal  had  neither  city,  magazine,  nor  port 
in  Italy  in  his  pofleffion,  and  could  not  fubfift  his 
troops  without  great  difficulties ;  and  that  only  from 
day  to  day,  by  what  he  couhi  plunder  and  carry  off, 
having  no  fafe  convoys^  nor  any  provifionsfor  diis 
war,  and  running  here  and  there  with  his  army,  oiie 
might  almoit  fay,  like  a  great  body  of  robbers :  inlkad 
of  this  unhappy  condition,  ht  faw  himfelf  on  a  fudden 
m^erof  a  great  part  of  Italy,  with  provifions  and 
forage  in  vaft  abundance.  The  value  of  a  vrifeand 
experienced  General  was  then  known.  What  before 
the  battle  was  called  flownefs  and  timidity  in  Fabtus, 
foon  after  feemed,  not  the  effcft  of  human  reaibn^  but, 
feys  Plutarch,  of  a  divine  genius,  that  had  forefeen 
at  fuch  a  diftance  things  that  were  to  happen,  and 
which  feemed  fcarce  credible  to  thok  who  made  fo 
fatal  an  experience  of  them. 
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Bat  what  is  aftonifhtog  here,  is,  that  fo  many  dif-  ^-  R*53^» 
graces  and  lofles,  whxh  happened  one  upon  another,  ^Is?* 
coiikl  not  oblige  the  Ramans  to  hear  the  kaft  word  of  Plut.  ia 
peace.     And  iaftly,  what  exceeds  every  thing  that  l**''  'H: 
can  be  imagined  of  this  kind^  is  the  glorious  reception^  61!^      ^ 
which  they  made  Vax/o  at  his  return,  after  a  defeat  of  ^^J^*!"* 
which  himfeif  had  been  the  principal  and  almoft  ibk  l^^ro  non 
caufe.     When  it  was  known,  that  he  was  upon  tbcdefperavit. 
point  of  entering  Rome,  all  the  orders  of  the  StafHe^^*^' 
*went  out  to  meet  hiin,  ami  return  him  thanks  fer  not 
Having  defpaired  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  that,  ia 
ib  great  a  misfertooe,  he  had  not  abandoned  it,  but 
was  come  to  nefume  the  hebn^  and  to  put  hitnldf  as 
die  head  of  the  laws,  and  of  hi«  citiaens,  as  not  juds* 
tng  them  yet  without  refowce.     There  is  no  puni^^ 
nwnt,  of  which  a  General,  who  had  fuftained  a  like 
I06,  «r  evvn  a  muchkfi,  would  not  have  been  thought 
worthy  at  Carthage. 

This  (ififfular  moke  gives  us  great  room  &r  »iaiir- 
ing  the  wiMoai  Knf  tke  Roman  Senate.  What  a  di^biw 
ence  there  is  between  Rome  and  Carthage  in  rdpeft 
€0  the  f^iritMd  principles  of  govwmnent!  Is  it  really 
good  policy  to  make  l&enerals  aocountable  £ir  ^ir 
uiccefs  ?  May  diey  not  Itappen  to  be  uRfortuua«e  with^ 
out  any  fault  of  theirs  ?  But,  though  it  ihould  be 
through  their  fault,  that  a  battle,  a  war,  fhould  have 
been  unfuccefsful,  does  that  fault  (I  except  treafon) 
dcferve  to  be  puniftied  with  death  ?  If  it  is  ignorance 
in  the  art  of  war,  or  even  cowardice,  ought  not  the 
State  or  Prince  that  chofe  them,  to  impute  that  thought 
to  themfelves  ?  Befides  which,  are  there  not  punifh- 
ments  more  conformable  to  humanity,  and  at  the  fame 
time  more  ufeful  to  the  State  ?  Amongft  the  Romans 
a  fine,  a  flight  difgrace,  a  kind  of  voluntary  exile, 
feemcd  fufficient  punilhments  for  their  Generals  j  and 
even  thofe  were  ufed  but  very  rarely.  They  chofe  ra- 
ther to  give  them  time  and  occafion  to  amend  their 
fifkuks  by  aoble  exploits,  which  entirely  obliterated  the 
ftame  and  remembrance  of  them,  and  prcferved  Ge- 
nerals for  the  Commonwealth,    that  might  become 

capable 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google  


494  VARRO,  JEMILIUS,  Confuls. 

A.R.  536  capable  of  rendering  it  fervicc.  The  barbarous  cuf- 
^  Ant.  c. '  torn,  ftill  aftually  obferved  amongft  the  Turks,  witk 
**^*  whom  we  fee,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time,  three  or 
four  Grand  Vizirs  leave  their  heads  upon  the  fcafibld, 
or  perifh  by  the  fatal  bow«  firing ;  is  that  cuftom,  I 
lay,  a  proper  means  for  infpiring  thofe  with  courage 
and  zeal,  who  are  appointed  to  command  ?  But,  to 
return  to  the  Romans,  and  the  conduct  they  oblerved 
in  refpeft  to  Varro,  if  they  had  condemned  him  to 
die,  as  he  feemcd  to  defcrvc,  after  having  occafioned 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  citizens  to  penfh,  how  ca- 
pable would  fuch  a  decree  have  been  of  augmenting 
the  confternation  and  defpur  of  the  publick,  which 
rofe  but  too  high  already  :  whereas  the  favourable  re- 
ception which  they  ^ave  the  Conful,  intimated  to  the 
people,  that  the  evil  was  not  without  remedy,  .and 
made  them  believe,  that  the  Senate  had  certain  and 
prefent  refources. 

The  conduft  of  the  Senate  in  rcfpeft  to  Varro  was 
always  equally  fuftained.  He  was  continued  in  com- 
mand feveral  years  ;  but  with  the  precaution  of  only 
Siving  htm  commif&ons  of  little  importance :  fb  that 
is  perfbn  was  always  honoured^  but  without  expofing 
the  Stu^  to  the  confequences  of  his  incapacity*' 
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S  E  C  T.    I. 

Battmid,  <4ttr  the  ^ttle  tf  Camt/e,  Marches  int*  Cam- 
-     panto.     Ue  gpu  towards  Capiutt  a  city  abanioneit* 
■    .jbM(r^<iM^w/i^(M«y»«y^.     P/icuvius  Cfilavius  fubft&s 
.     tbt  Senate  •/  that  dtj  to  the  People,  4»d.  thereby  t*^ 
bmfelp    Caufit  tf  He  luxury  and  d^ba^chery  */  the 
',  .  Caa^amoMt.    T^ey  fend  Ambi^adfirs  i*  Varro^  vihp 
Sfcman  to  them  too  tnucb  in  reJpeS  to  the  kJJt  fuftainei 
'.     at  Conn*.    Thefime  An^aJ[»d'-rs  Orefept  ta  HanuiteL 
Ceaditiom  ef  tbt  alliance  ef  the  Campm^ns  mth  Haa- 
mbd.    He  is  received  into  Capua. .  I'eroUa  prgpofm0 
its  father  to.  kiU  Hanfobal.    Calavius  dif^es  km  : 

fr/^  fo.bmid  a  deftgn.  Hannihal's  magnificent  pro- 
a^u  to  the  Campatdans.  Hi  demands  DeaueMagins 
.  to  ie  ddiva-ed.up  to  him :  which  is  complied  with  im- 
mediately, Magins  reproadfee  the  Cofi^amans  vtitb 
their  cowardice.  He  is  driven .  by  a  Jtorm  into  Egypt. 
F^ut  PiSor  brings  back  the,  anfwer  ^  the  oraele  of 
De^  to.  Rome. 

HAonibal,  after  JwiAdog  conquered  the  Rqitj^s  at  a.  8.5^ 
Cannx,  and  taken  and  plundered  cheir  camp,  Aot.  c 
marched  immediately  from  Apulia  into  Samnium,  and^*''- 
entered  the  country  of  the  Hirpinl,  where  the  city  oi^ 
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A.  R.  536.  *  Cotnpfa  was  delivered  up  to  him.     After  having  left 

''^^p*  all  his  plunder  and  baggage  there,  he  divided  his  army 
into  two  bodies.  Mago,  with  the  one,  had  ocdeis  id 
receive  fuch  of  the  cities,  as  furrendered  of  themfelves, 
into  the  alliance  of  the  Carthaginians,  or  to  reduce 
thofe  which  fhould  make  refinance.  Hannibal  with 
the  other,  croffed  all  Campania,  ^advanced  towards 
.  the  f  lower  fea,  with  deiiga  to  qi^e  himfelf  mailer  of 
Naples  (Nsapolis)  in  order  co  hav£  a  maritime  city  u 
his  difpofal,  which  would  put  him  in  a  condition  to 
receive  the  aids  Carthage  fhould  fend  him.  But  hav- 
ing confidered  more  narrowly  the  height  and  ibfidity 
of  the  walls  of  that  city,  he  faw,  diat  he  fhould  get 
nothing  by  attacking  it,  and  defined  from  that  enter- 
prize. 

Lir.xxiii,      From  thence  he  turned  his  inarch  towards  Capua. 

».  The  inhabitants  of  that  city  were  plunged  in  luxury 

and  voluptuou&efs.  Thefe  were  die  fr^s  of  a  Joqg 
peace,  and  eontinual  profperky,  during  a  great  o^m- 
oer  of  years.  But,  in  this  geiieriii  eorruptmi,  the 
gtrateft  evil  of.  Capua  was  the  abufe,  which  the  Peo- 
ple made  of  their  liberty.  Pacuvius  Calamus  had 
tMnd  the  fecret  of  making  the  Senate  depemiant  on 
the  People,  and  thereby  of  fubjcAiiig  it  to  himfelf. 
This  popular  citizen,  though  n^le,  had  bf  bad  me- 
thods acquired  infinite  credit  at  Capua.  Thejear 
that  ibe  Romans  were  defeat'ed  at  Tlirafymeimt,  he 

lbid.t-*4.  was  principal  magiftrat-e  of  that  cky.  He  was  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  People,  who  had  long  hated  the  Se- 
nate, and  who  are  always  fond  of  ii^navations,  would 
take  occafiqn  from  this  defeat  to  proceed  to  gn^^ex- 
tremkies ;  as  «  aRaiSnate  the  Sesaie,  and  give  up 
Capua  to  Hannibal,  in  cale  that  General  appixiadied 
ividi  his  vidborious  army.  Pacuyius  was  a  iMd  oian  > 
but  not  of  the  number  of  thofe  abandoned  wiet(iies  of 
the  firft  clafs,  to  whom  the  moft  enormous  crimes  arc 
«a(y.    He  was  very  well  pleafed  to  lord  it  ia  bis  qpuf^' 

V 

*  N«w  Conn  in  «bc  Dtoomr  Pxaici|idity« 

t  Itface  lBfienwci>  jtkat  vraiheii  ths  cpat^  of  CampaAii* 

^* 
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tfy,  bu€  fie  dM  hoc  ddirev  that  ii  fhoald  be  mtcrl/^-ss^* 
mined;  tod  hekntfw^  chat  a  State  isabfi^utely  un-  ^I'^f* 
done,  wfiMftv  a  public  council  fubfifts  ho  longer  in  it. 
He  €h^i?fi>re  concdved  »  ftyatagem,  from  which  he 
iy|«i9-i»  lkop<i$  of  deriving  two  advsmtagcis  at  once,  viz. 
t&  &w  tht  Senate,  and  to  f^ikgcA  it  entirely  to  the  f  eo-^ 
pit  and  hjfm&l£ 

In  order  fo*  this,  he  alTembted  the  Sienators,  and  re- 
prefentedf  tO'  ihen^  ^'  that  thef  west  threatened  with 
exttetifi^  dMger.  That  the  populsace  did  not  intend 
te  revok  in  ordbr  to  deftra^  the;  Senate  afterwatdiy  but 
t^t  their  defign  wa^  to  rid  themieh^$  of  the  Senate, 
fey  tdtli!^  aff,  ^  whom  it  was  compofcd,  in  order  tor 
wvie  ^mfelves  afterwards  to  HaimibaL  That  he 
Snew  a  means  to-  prefers  chttm  fpotn  that  danger :  but 
that  it  was  previoufly  necel&ry,  thai  forgetting  alt 
diflerences;  which  had  ha]^ned  comcerfting  the  go^ 
^emmeik  ef  the  SUttty  they  (houkl  abandon  themfe^ea 
tndrtfy  t^  his  faich  and  honofr.'*  And  as  foon  as  all 
the  Senator^  in  fheir  ten^r,  had  afilfred  him,  that 
they  wotdtd  implkieely  felfow  his  co«infels :  <«  I  fhatl 
^  fbuC  yoii^  vq^  in  the  SeBatr^ho«ft,  faid  he  to  thenv  and 
^  pretending  t^  approve  a  dtH^  whi^h  it  wouM  be  in 
*  Tsnn  for  me  to  oppofe,  mt  to^  enter  myfelf  into  the  * 
^  coiyfpiraejr,  I  diaft  ^Ufedly  find  means  to  fave  your 
^  Vi'tts,  Ton  may  rely  updn  my  word.  I  am  ready  to 
•<giTe  2IA  the  fecurity  for  this  that  you  ftiatt  demand.** 
VRien  they  feemed  t^  cenfide  hi  his  promifes^  he  caufed 
tfe  hal^  whepe  they  were  aflembled,  to  be  ihui,  and 
placed!  guards  in  the  porch  to^  prevent  any  h6dy  from 
coming  in  of  going  out. 

Then  having aflembfed  the  People:  *  You  have 
**  Ibrtg  deflped,**  faki  he,  «  to  punilh  the  crimes  of 
^  tfte  wicked  and  deteftable  Senators.  You  may  now 
^  fiMiate  yeur  retertge.  I  have  them  (hvt  up  in.  the 
<*  Scnate-hotrffe  -,  and  am  gc^ng  to  give  th«n  up  to 
^  ymir  daggers,  fifngle  and  unarmed.  F(d3K>w  there^ 
♦*  fore  the  impuHes  of  a  jrtft  indignation*  But  i»^ 
•«  member  however,  that  you  Ott^t  to  prefer  your 
**  own  interefts  to  the  pleafure  of  grattffing  yrorre- 
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A-^R  5^^-  <*  ft.ncment.     For  ina  word,  if  I  am  not  miftakcD)  it 

Dii.^*  **  is  only  againft  thcfc  Senators  you  are  incenfed  j  and 
^'  your  defign  is  not,  that  Capua  fhould  abfolutely 
*^  remain  without  any  public  council.  You  miift 
**  cither  give  yourfclves  a  King,  which  you  have  in 
"  .horror ;  or  you  muft  have  a .  Senate,  which  is  the 
**  only  council  of  a  free  State.  In  order  to  this  you 
**  muft,  by  thefam6  aft,  do  two  things  equally  im- 
*<  portant:  which  is,  to  deftroy  the.  old  Senate,  and 
*'  chufe  a  new  one.  The  Senators  ve  jsoing  to  ap- 
^^  pear  before  you  one  after  another.  I  mall  aik  you 
*'  what  you  refolve  in  refpeft  to  each  of  them.  The 
^'  fentcnce  you  pronounce,  (hall  be  followed  with  the 
"  execution.  But,  before  each  criminal  is  punifhed, 
\^  you  will  take  care  to  nominate  an  hon^man  and  a 
**  good  citizen  to  fupply  his  place." 

After  this  difcourfe,  he  fat  down,  caufed  all  the 
names  of  the  Senators  to  be  thrown  into  an  urn,  and 
ordered,  that  the  perfon  whofe  name  was  firfl  drawn 
fhould  be  brought  out  of  the  Senate.  As  foqn  as  his 
name  was  heard,  all  cried  out,  that  h^  was  a  vile 
wretch,  And  merited  nothing  but  the  gibbet*  *•  I  fee 
*'  plainly,"  faid  Pacuvius,  "  that  you  condemn  this 
^>  man.  Before  you  punifh  him,  fubilitute  another 
^'  in  his  room  who  is  a  man  of  probity,  and  capable 
*'  of  being  a  good  Senator."  AH  the  citizens  cond* 
nued  filent  at  firft,  for  want  of  knowing  a  man  (^ 
worth.  At  length,  one  of  the  moft  impudent  of  the 
multitude,  having  ventured  to  name  one,  they  fet  up 
a  cry  on  all  fides ;.fome  faying,  they  did  not  know 
him,  others  reproaching  him  with  the  meannefs  of  his 
birth,  the  low  trade  he  followed,  or  the  irregularity 
of  his  manners.  Still  greater  difficulties  were  found 
in  refpeft  to  the  fecond  and  third,  that  they  thought 
fit  to  propofe  ;  fo  that  the  impoffibility  of  finding  a 
better  man  than  him  they  had  at  firft  condemned, 
obliged  all  the  citizens  to  return  to  their  houies,  de- 
claring of  all  evils  the  moft  fupportable  to  be  That, 
to  which  People  arc  accuftomed  j  and  they  left  the 
-Senators  in  peace. 
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jPacuvius  having  thus  faved  the  lives  of  the  Senators,  A.R.  516. 
he  fubjcftcd  them,  by  this  pretended  fervice,  to  his  ^^Ji. 
power,  much  more  than  to  that  of  the  Pedpte.  From 
thenceforth  he  exercifed  ah  abfolute  fway  in  the  city^ 
without  being  obliged  to  ufe  violence,  every  body 
voluntarily  fubmitting  to  him..  The  Senators,  for- 
getting theii*  rank,  and  even  their  liberty,  flattered 
the  pedple,  ^nd  paid  an  abjeft  court  to  them.  They 
invited  themeaneft  of  the  citizens  to  their  tables,  and 
when  any  caufc  was  to  be  tried,  in  order  to  gain  the 
favour  of  die  multitude,  they  declared  highly  for  him, 
who  had*  them  on  his  fide.  In  a  word,  in  all  the  de- 
liberations of  the  Senate  the  decifion  was  juft  as  the 
Pec^le  approved. 

The  inhabitants  of  Capua  were  in  all  times  much  Li^.  xxiJL 
addicted  to  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefs.  Thisdifpo-4- 
iition,  which  was  in  a  manner  natural  to  them,  was 
kept  up  and  confirmed  by  the  fertility  of  their  coun- 
try,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fea;  two  fources 
which  fiipplied  them  not  only  with  what  was  neceffary 
to  life,  but  alfo  with  all  that  could  gratify  the  fenfes, 
and  render  them  effeminate  and  cowardly.  But  fince 
this  laft  event,  the  abjeft  complacency  of  the  Great, 
and  the  exceflive  licentioufiiefs  of  the  multitude,  oc- 
cafioned,  that  nobody  fet  any  bounds  to  their  ex* 

Emces,  or  gave  any  check  to  their  pafllons.  The 
aws,  Magiftrates,  and  Senate,  were  derided  with 
impunity.  And  to  crown  all  their  evils,  after  the 
battle  of  Cannas,  the  refpeft  they  had  for  the  Roman 
people,  whrch  had  alone  been  capable  of  keeping  them 
within  fome  bounds  of  moderation,  was  changed  into 
conten^pt.  The  f^le  confideradon,  that  prevented 
them  from  quitting  their  ancient  allies  direftly,  in 
order  to  go  oyer  to  the  Carthaginians,  Was,  that  many 
of  the  moft  powerful  families  of  Capua  had  allied 
thcnifelvcs  by  marriage  to  thofc  of  Rome  ;  and  the 
Romans  had  chofen  out  of  the  troops,  fupplied  them 
by  the  Canr>panians  for  the  war,  three  hundred  horfe 
of  the  principal  families  of  Capua,  and  had  fent  theto 
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A.  R.  5s«*to  SkUy^  and  diftributed  them  ia  *^  fpriifoiis  of  chat 

^^  province. 

It  was  not  without  abuikUoce  of  difficiiky^  that  tks 
fathers  and  near^ft  relaxA^ns  o£  th#fe  hMfepreyuled^ 
that  AtnbafiadQrs  (hould  be  frnt  to  the  UMatn  Confix 
upon  t^  iubjedk  of  the  deftat  at  QaMw^  They  feund 
him  (till  at  Venufia  with  a  fmail  number  of  foldiers 
h^-artned^  in  a  condition  highly  capable  gf  ejKiti&g 
conapaffion  in  good  and  faith&i  ^eS|»  hut  whkk  cmM 
enly  in^ire  contempt  in  a  people  foproud^  and  ib 
^itde  fenfible  to  faith  and  honoui^  lU  tho^df.Gapm^ 
The  Conful's  difcourie  &rved  only  to  ineranfe  th«tifi£- 
pofition.  For,  after  the  d^pu^s  had*  d^i^hwed^  ihftC 
the  People  of  Capua  fhared  as  much  as  pafitUe  ia  the 
mbfiotruine  that  had  happened  to  the  Romanay  and 
had  ofiercd  him  in  the  name,  of  their  State  aUldieasbb 
t^ey  plight  have  occafion  ior  r  Vartx)^  a^i  if  brexpivAi^ 
/  ^  defigned  to  m^kt  the  B^otonaii  peopfe  eontsiBpc^ble  t^ 
allies^  whofe  chara^tec  he  o^t  ti^  hane  kacwiii 
^  talked  to  the  deputiea^f  the  batde  of  CaiitaEi  "^  m 
Qf  a  blow,  that  left  Rome  neithrp  ftreA]^,  fefauroB; 
hope,  or  any  means  of  rifiiijg  upof  herfelf  fimtk  fb de» 
plorable  a  ftate.  That  legions  aadeavalry,  atna  and 
cnfigns,  men  and  horfes,.  tnoney  aad  putivtfionai  were 
aU  wandng.  That  if  the  CampaniAna  defined:  (o  Oew 
themfelves  good  and  iiai^Ail  allies,  they  oi^ght  tv^ 
think,  not  of  aiding  the  Roitiaas  hi  the  war^  but  of 
almoft  entirely  fuftainii^  it  in  .their  field.  Thar  as 
lor  the  reft,  it  was  as  myeh  £br  thdr  iacereft  aa  that  of 
the  Romans,  not  to.  fuff^  HeAnibid  to  pteFasl  om 
themi  unkfs  they  would  make  a  ptefde  equally  pttA- 
dious  and  cruel  their  maftera,  become  the  cooqueftef 
the  Numidians  and  Moers^  «iid  ftoiire  kms  hoA 
Africa  and  Carthage/' 


^  Nihily  ne  quod  fuppleremns  <iiiidem,  aotutxdi^^  fintluyu  J^ 
giones  e^uitatusy  arma,  figna^  equi  vinqoe,  pecuHia,  gftmwn^tTfc 
ant  HI  AC199  apt  bmia  poftaro  cfieibiiffis  csiftiiiy  poncftmt:  Hiqfl^^sa 
ittvetit  fiof  in  bdla  cfortet,  Mitia^MluBir|o»'  uobm  Ma^mm 
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The  deputies,  after  this  idifcourfc,  wiAdrew,  ex-A.R.sV^. 
preffing  fame  jonorand  eoncem,  but  inwardly  tran*  ^|'^^' 
ported  to  iecItooDe  reduced  tofo  deplorable  a  condi- 
gn. YcbiusVarivs,  aneofdieiD,  &id  to  his  collegiie 
od  idieir  rcStum,  '<  Th|t  the  time  was  come,  when  the 
Campanians  could  not  only  recover  the  land«  unjuftly 
p^Qcn  frolii  them  by  fte  itomans,  but  aUb  acquire 
the  cmpim  of  all  Italy,  That  they  could  make  an  aU 
liti^sc  vith  ttanaibal  upon  whatever  conditions  they 
p^ofed^  4nd  that  :a|ter  that  G^nerafl  had  terminated 
^  fibc  war^  and  flio«dd  immi  vidtoriousintb  Africa  with 
his  moff^  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but  he  would 
kavp  them  «nafteKs  of  itaiy/*  They  were  i^Il  of  Viri- 
9af%  opiixnm.  Wten  idxf  ^turned  to  Gapua,  and 
hsL^  f^ycn^annroQiftaof  thdr^emba^,  there  was  no- 
body, that  ydkd  iiot  confider  the  Roman  Common^ 
wealth  as  abfolutely  ruined.  The  Pto^yle,  and  the 
^ateft  part  nf  tAoe  Senators,  would  have  immediately 
nbtadontd  tbs  Romazis,  if  the  ibnfiars,  by  the  authority 
ihty  .ftflrYctoineA,  ihad  not  ^eforned  that  change  for 
jbnais  days*  But  stkngth  mimbers  preva^d  over  the 
ifoittider  paic,  ^ind  it  iv9^ xionckided,  that  the  fame  de- 
puties fliodd  be  ieiit  m  H annibal.  , 

TJic  Ambaffadops  i»3ufc  m  affiance  with  him  upon  ^i^,  j^^^ 

the  folbwing  oondStJows.    ^  That  neither  the  generals  ?•  * 

ndr  snagiflhrates  ^of  Carthage  Aiotuld  have  any  right 

;omr  the  sdtisscns  bf  Capua.    That  they  ftiould  not  be 

.oUiglrd  to  horar  arms  againft  thetr  wiif ,  to  hold  any 

office,  or  pag^  «ny  tiibute.     That  Capua  fliould  be 

^remed  accondiog  to  its  cmn  laws,  and  by  its  own 

jAd^llrates  as  before  the  .»eaty.      That  Hannibal 

tttiGMdd  iput  into  die  hand^  ^f  me  Campanians  three 

jbmndred  piifoxers,  to  ht  chakn  k^  themfelves,  whom 

diey  ihould  exchange  ibr  the  tfhree  hundred  Campa- 

dittos  in  cbe  Roman  &mct  in  $idly.^'    Befides  thdb 

<coi^^nf,   whkh  were  ^^pttffcA  in  the  treaty,  the 

jpeoqpk  of  Capua  proceedecf  to  acrueky  againft  dm 

Romans,  which  Hannibal  had  not  required.     Tbey 

-feiEcd  «U  ^e  Rdmum  officers,  and  other  citizens,  who 

were  in  their  power,  either  at  Capua  ibr  the  affairs  of 
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A.R.  53^*  the  war,  or  for  what  concerned  themfelvcs'  in  thieir 
^^6,^  private  capacities  ;  ai?d  having  fhut  them  up  in  baths 
under  pretence  of  fecuring  their  perfons,  they  pur 
them  to  death  with  unheard-of  cruelty,  by  llifiing 
them  with  the  fteam  of  thefe  places;  which  deprived 
them  of  refpiration. 
Uv.  xxUi.  Decius  Magius  had  oppofcd  this  aft  of  inhumanity, 
7—9.  as  well  as  the  fending  of  the  embaffy  to  Hannibal  to 
*  the  utmoft :  *  He  was  a  man,  that  wanted  nothiiig  to 
be  confidered  in  the  hi^eft  .degree  by  his  country^ 
but  to  have  to  do  with  a  people  in  their  fcnfes.  When 
he  faw,  that  Hannibal  fent  a  garrifon  into  Capua,  he 
reprefented  to  them  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  the 
deplorable  condition,  to  which  the  Tarcntines  were 
formerly  reduced,  and  the  miferies  they  fufiered,  in 
confequence  of  having  given  themfclves  an  imperious 
gnd  violent  mafter  in  the  perfon  of  Pyrrhus,  and  of 
having  received  a  garrifon  he  fent  into  their  city.  That 
of  Hannibal  having  been  admitted  notwithftanding 
his  remonftrances,  he  however  did  not  defift.  He 
exhorted  them  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  either  to  drive 
it  out  of  their  cjty,  or  if  they  defired,  by  a  glorious 
and  memorable  a6):ion  to  expiate  the  crime  wey  had 
committed,  in  betraying  their  antient  allies  in  fo 
Ihameful  a  manner,  to  put  Hannibars  foldiers  to  the 
fword,  and  at  that  price  to  retrieve  the  amity  of  the 
Roman  People.  As  Magius  talked  publickly  in  this 
manner,  Hannibaji  was  fobn  informed  of  itJ  He  im- 
mediately fent  him  orders  to  come  to  him.  Magius 
replied  haughtily,  that  he  would  not ;  and  that  Han- 
nibal had  no  authority  over  the  inhabitants  of  Capita. 
That  General  then  in  a  rage  ordered,  that  he  fhoul4 
be  laid  in  chain3,  and  dragged  by  force  to  his  camp. 
But,  after  fome  moments  reflexion,  apprehending; 
that  fo  violent  a  treatment  might  irritdte  the  Campa- 
nians,  and  excite  fome  tumult  in  the  city,  he  lent  a 
courier  to  Marius  Blafius;  Praetor  of  the  Campanians, 

*  ^ir,  cui  ad  iomxpam  aufiontatcm  nUiil  Pt^t^&maa  tiYiuni  men* 
ttmMmu  •     .  , 
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to  inform  Jiim,  that  be  would  come  himfclf  to  Capua  -^'^^^^ 
the  next  day ;  and  accordingly  he  fet  out,  as  lie  had    ^iV.  ' 
laid,  with,  a  fmall  number  of  foldicrs. 

The  Praetor  having  afTembled  the  citizens,  ordered 
them  to  go  in-  a  bodv  with  their  wives' and  children  t6 
meet  Hannibal.  All  the  world  complied  in  confe-r 
quence,  not  only  out  of  obedience,  but  curiofity  and 
defircto  fee  a  General,  who  had  made  htmfelf  famous 
by  fo  many  vidlories.  Mamus  did  not  quit  the  city; 
But,  thatit  might  not  be  faid,  that  fear  prevented  him 
from  appearing^  as  having  fomethiitg  to  reproach 
himfelf  with,  he  did  not  keep  within  doors.  He 
walked  in  the  public  place  with  his  fon  and  a  fmall 
number  of  his  friends;  whilft  all  the  city  was  in  motion 
to  receive  Hannibal,  and  to  have  the  pleafurc.  of  con-* 
fidering  the  perfon  of  fo  great  a  man. 

Who  would  have  expedcd  in  a  city  abandoned  ta 
luxuiy  and  debauch,  andgivewup  toflavery,  to  have 
found  a  citizen  of  fo  generous  a  zeal  for  the  fafety: 
and  liberty  of  his  country,  and  of  a  courage  fo  intre^ 
pid-  and  ib  much  fuperipr  to  all  fear.  Perhaps  he 
carried  it  too  far.  This  cool  behaviour  and  tranquil^ 
lity  of  a  man,  threatened  with  certain  danger  ;.  who 
affefts  to  walk  in  the  public  place  with  his  friends, 
favours  much  of  bravado  and  infult.  Magius,  through 
an  imixioderate  defire  of  glory,  fcemcd  to  provoke 
4eath%     FamamFatufnquefrovocabat.  Taclu 

Hannibal  had  no  fooner  entered  the  city,  than  he 
denlanded  that  the  Senate  ihould  be  afiembled. 

He  was  dcfired  not  to  enter  upon  any  ferious  affair 
then,  and  to  permit,  that  the  firft  day  he^  honoured 
them  with  his  prefence,  and  which  the  city  of  Capua 
confidered  as  a  feftival,  might  be  paffed  in  rejoicing,, 
Notwithftandihg  Kis  natural  ardor,  he  did  himft  If  vio- 
lence ;  and  not  to  refufc  the  Campanians  the  firft  fa- 
vour they  afked  of  him,  he  paffed  the  greateft  part 
of  the  day  in  vifiting  what  there  was  of  curious  and  re- 
markable in  the  city. 

He  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  Stenius  and  Pacuvius, 

two, brothers  of  the  greateft  diftinftion  in  Capua  fot 

K  k  4  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^04  YARRD,  JBEM£UUS»  Cnhia, 

A.R.5iti  their  Virdi  aad  ddbcs*  Faazvias  CdburiuA,  the  head 
^'^l*  ^-  cf  the  fa£tioo  that  had  je^gag^  Capaa  in  Hannibal's 
*'  *  intereils,  ^carried  hb  Ian  iVsroUa  thkhcr,  affier  having 
^DTced  hitn  with  difBcuiqr  out  of  the  coBipany  of 
Decius  MagtiO)  in  xroflagujidioa  with  whom  iie  had 
always  ftroHj^y  iuppoitod  the  party  ^  the  Roaiana 
acainft  the  Carthaginians^  oeicber  the  enuople  of 
the  greatcfl:  part  of  his  cooutryiiicn,  ai^r  ptcoeraai  jm« 
thority,  being  aisle  ix>  make  him  change  nis  apiniGai. 
Hannibal  was  informed  of  the  conduft  and  indinations 
of  this  young  man  ;  nor  did  his  Either  endcayonr  4xa 
juftify  him  %  bmt  by  hb  prayers  he  obuuaed  pardon 
for  him.  Hannibal  granted  kwidi  fo^ood  a  gnuse» 
that  he  jeven  invited  him  and  his  father  to  an  eocer- 
taiiunent  given  faioi  by  Macung,  »  mtidi  none  elfe 
were  admitted  except  jobeliius  Taunca,  aoianfamoaa 
for  his  bravery  in  war. 

They  *  iat  down  co  table  befiarei-  the  tifiid  time  ; 
dnd»  which  thea  iixmed  £o  be  a  kind  of  dpbauch^  tfacyr 
began  to  eat  a  great  while  before  mghL  This  feaft- 
was  magnificent,  and  ipoke  neitlier  the  manners  and  fin* 
gality  of  Carths[ge,  nor  the  aofterity  of  military  dtfiae 

f)line.  The  entertainment  was  loch  an  one,  as  wetnaf 
uppoie  it,  in  the  naofi:  opidcQt  and  vokipcaious  hooic  of 
a  city  devoted  to  luxury  and  pieaiuic  All  the  guefts 
appeared  in  the  greateft  gaiety.  Only  PeroUa  continue 
to  wear  a  countenance  Ud  enough  ^  whiift  neither  tha 
invitations  of  the  mafters  of  the  noafe,  nor  of  Hanni- 
bal himfelf,  could  induce  him  to  havie  any  Iharein  the 
common  joy.  He  excuied  himfeif  on  account  of  his 
health;  and  his  fadier  added,  that  it  was  ao  wonder  ht 
appeared  difordeii&d  and  in  confufion  in  cfac  prefeiKe 
gf  Hannibal. 

Towards  the  evening,  his  father  having  quitted  the 
room  of  the  £cait,  he  toliowed  him  into  a  garden  be* 

•  Ceepenittt  epulari  de  <tie  t  a?  convWI^nm  non  tx  nwre  Pdnko,  am 
militari  difciplina  efTe,  fed,  ut  in  civitate  atque  edam  domo  luzii* 
Tiofa,  omnibus  volnptatum  illecebris  inftmftiuii.    {jv. 

t  Ifliall relsite  the  caftva  of  tfaie  a4tieoii inic^dSt  to  meals q^ 

hind 
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hiftd  the  kcfOtt.  And  idicre  taking  Urn  afide :  ^<  Fa-  '^*  ^^ 
»*  ther,**  f«d  he,  •*  1  am  f(mg  <o  infijirm  you  of  a  „^ 
^  4efim,  wliiok  "ivtU  ^ot  «ojUy  cmtain  a  jpandoniiDm 
^«  tjlie  ItMBacis  for  <xur  xevott,  but  wiil  fdfloe  w  in 
^  liigher  credit  and  confideration  mch  tkieen  chan  lerer .  V 
Facwriu$,  in  fgKat  furpnze,  aflced  hiofi  iv^ait  k  wasf 
Upon  ^Uck  dbie  f  oung  man  opemng  Us  iiobe,  ihewed 
kirn  a'dagger  ^wlDch  liung  at  ins  Mi.  ^  i  am  fffBoaug^" 
^  faid  he,  <*4o  falovr  aUiafnoe  iimk  die  Conoaiis  in 
«<  t^ieMoodofHaniubaL  IithougbtfropertD;ap|Mize 
•^  jpyi  of  4t  firft,  that,  if  yom  did  notthink  fit  to  bea 
«<  ^f^4tnei6  ^f  the  adioa,  you  might  withdraw.'*  Ca- 
larms,  in  as  mvdi  cervoit  as  if  he  had  feen  theUood 
of  Hannibal  <hsd,  faid:  *^  Soii,  I  beg  and  amjnre 
^•^  yo«>f  afichemoftfacicd  ri^itt  of  nature  and  Idood 
^  thaitbmd  faiJvsrs  to<bM,not  to  oommit  the  mofticnor- 
^  tnoufi  of  all  crimes  in  my  fight,  and  not^xpo^  ymir^ 
^  lelf  •te  ^  m(A  dfeadM  of  all  pu«(hi»eats.  it  is 
^  butfewmowKAts,  fince  we  engaged  ourfietvesibf'cte 
^  tnoftfe^lenvnoat^M,  that  we  gavie  Hannibal  the  moft 
^  altered  marks  of  an  inviolaUe  amity,  catling  aUdie 
^  *Gods  «o  witnefs  to  ^ym  faith :  and  ftaU  we,  who 
«  have  bTit  this  inftant  qwtted  his  commfation,  arm 
^  lihe  jame  hands  againft  him,  whtdi  we  ga^e  him  as 
^  plec^es  of  our  fidelity.  That  taiMe,  where  the  Gods, 
»  that  avenge  the  violated  rights  of  ho^pttahty,  pre- 

*  Iltf  «egD«e,  ']fu|ait»  iili*  qwecQiDfine  jum  libeiw  jas^nnt  ymii- 
tibm,  piecor  aiuBloqnet  ae  aiitet>culo8  patris  Ciccre  &  .pan  omnia  nc«  • 
landa  yeKs.  raucae  harae  fant,  intra  qnas  jurantes  per  quicquid  deo- 
mm  eft*  dextras  dextrat  Jungontes,  fidem  obftrnximu^  ut  famtas 
Md  iittBfa,  -dkreffi  ab  coHo^uio*  cxtamplo  Jtn  eum  armaremus  ?  -Sur- 
as ab  hofpitau  menfa,  ad  qiiam  tertius  Campanorom  adbibitus  j^ 
Afinibale  es,  tit  earn  tpfiun  nufniein  cruantanM  ^hofptlM  ^angiiiiie  riWi* 
nibalem  paler  filio  anoo  potui  iplacure*  fiUuva  Asnibalt  aon  poilbm  i 
Sed  iU  Bibil  Tanctiy  Jiou  ndeSi  non  relifi;io«  non  pietas  :  audeantur  in- 
fanda,  6  tion  pernjtiem  nobis  cam  foeTere  alFenint.  HJnm  aggreflb- 
HB  es  AnttttMtiein.  QgidJIlaiaiiM  tiAlibeniTom  fervoruii^ 
intttiim  uUcnd  omnium  •culi  i  quid  tot  dextrv  ?  ioi;perceiMt  ^ne  in 
smentia  ilia  ?  Vultnm  ipliua  Annibalis,  quern  arm^i  exercitus'fafl^ere 
nequeunty  quern  liorret  popuhu]Umamis»-tuiuainflbk?  iBt^^diacoxi 
lis  Aifiotf  me  ipfiim  mire,  cecpus  meum  onponetftampro  coipovt 
Annifaality  fuftinebii  ?  Atqui  per  meum  pectus  petendus  Ule  tibi 
trangfigendtdque  eft.  Detmen  hic  iioe  tt  potiika,  fquam  iilio  vincu 
V^laukt  prcaesf  jipoda»  smn,  tett^pto  t^hodtf  yt^iwamu   hiv. 

!*  fide ; 
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A.  R.  536.  cc  fid^ .  to  which  you  were  admitted  by  a  fsLVOur  whieb' 
^l'^^  ?*  only  two  Campanians  Ihare  with  you ;  do  you  quit 
««  that  facred  table  only  to  ilain  it  a  moment  arter  with 
««  the  blood  of  your  gueft?  Ah  !  after  having  obtained 
<^  HannibaFs  pardon  for  my  fon,  were  it  poflible  t|is> 
^  ^  I  could  not  obtain  my  fon's  for  Hannibal  ?  But  kc 
^^  us  have  no  regard  to  any  thing,  of  moft  lacred 
^  jmongft  men  :  let  us  violate  at  once  faith,  religion, 
^  piety :  let  us  be  guilty  of  the  blackeft  aftion  in  nani 
**  turc;  if  our  deftru<5tion  be  not  ineviubly  annexed 
«^  to .  the.  crime.  Do  you,  .  fingle  and  i^one,  fxe^ 
«^  tend  to  attack  Hannibal?  But  ac.the  famc.dniey 
^*  what  will  become  of  all  thofe  freemen  an^  flavcs, 
«<  .that  furround  him  ?  All  thofe  eyes,  which  are  in-v 
«^  cefiantly  fixed  upon  him,  to  watch  fpr  his  preferva^ 
*'  tion^  will  they  be  ihut  on  a  fuddenf  Can  yoo 
"  hope,  that  fo  many  hands  armed  for  his  defeiyre^ 
«<  will  remain  benumbed  and  motionlefs,  themomAit 
<^'you  proceed  to  that  exoefs  of  madnels  ?  Can. you 
**  fullain  the  look  of  Hannibal,  that  formidable  looky 
«^  which  whole  armies  cannot  fuftain,  and  which  oiakes 
«  the  Roman  People  tremble  i  And  fheuld  all  other 
^  aid  be  wanting,  would  you  have  the  courage  to  ftriko 
*'  through  me,  when. I. cover  him* with  nay  body,  and 
**  place  myfclf  between  him  and  yoji  ?  For  I  aflura 
<*  you,  you  muft  ftrike  through  ipe  to  reach  him.  Be 
*'  therefore  diffuaded  this  inftant,  rather  than  refolvc 
<*  to  perifh  in  fo  ill-concerted  ah  ent<erprize  :  iuid  let 
' "  my  entreaties  prevail  with  you,  after  having  beeil 
**  this  day  fo  prevalent  in  your  behalf." 

So  moving  a  difcourfe  foftened  Perolla  into  tearsi 
His  father  feeing  him  moved,  embraced  him  tenderly, 
and  repeated  his  inftances  and  entreaties,  till  he  had 
made  him  promife  to  quit  his  dagger,  and  renounce 
his  defign.  "  I  am  reduced  then,"  iaid.Ferolla^  .**  to. 
"  fubftitute  my  father' to  my  country,  in  acquitting 
"  myfelf  to  the  one  of  the  piety  I  owe  the  other.  But 
"  I  cannot  help  lamenting  you,  father,  when  I  con- 
"  fider  that  yoq  will  have  the  reproach  to  undergpof 
^'  having  three  time?- betrayed  your,  country*     Tte 

"  firft. 
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•*  firft,  when  you  caufed  the  treaty  with  Hannibal  to  ^^^  5^^/' 
♦*  be  concluded :  the  fecond,  when  you  broke  the  al-  ,15. ' 
^  Uance  with  the  Romans  :  and  the  third,  this  day, 
**  when  you  have  hindered  me  from  reconciling *Ca- 
•*  pua  with  Rome.  Dear  and  unhappy  country,  re- 
«*  ctive  this  fteel,  with  which  I  armed  myfelf  for  thy 
**  deftnce;  fince  a  father  wrefts  it  out  of  my  hands.*^ 
On  faying  thefc  words  he  threw  th^  dagger  overtht^ 
garden- wall,  knd  returned  into  the  hall  ofthe  feaft,  toi 
avoid  giving  fufpicion. 

We  cannot  but  be  ftfuck  at  firft  with  fome  admli 
ration  f6f  the  bold  defign  of  Perolla :  but  if  we  con- 
sider, that  war  has  its  laws  as  well  as  peace,  the  de-^  , 
fign  of  an  aflaflinatioh  will  undoubtedly  be  cbni 
demned,  which  becomes  ftill  the  more  criminal  from 
the  circumftances  of  treachery  with  which  it  ft 
attended.  If  Decius  Magius  was  the  author  of  it; 
which  feems  probable  enough,  he  can  be  confidered 
no  longer  as  innocent,  nor  believed  not  to  deferve  the 
treatment  be  is  going  to  fufFer. 

Accordingly,  the  next  day  after  Hann ibaPs  entrance^ 
the 'Senate  of  Capua  being  aflembled,  the  Carthaginian 
General  made  a  very  gracious  Ipeech  to  it,  tull  of 
profeflions  of  amity  and  good-will.  He  thanked  therii 
for. having  preferred  the  alliance  of  the  Carthaginians 
to  that  of  the  Romans.  And  amongft  the  magnificent 
promifes  he  made  them,  he  affured  them,  "  that  iii 
a  (hort  time  Capua  fhould  be  the  Capital  of  all  Italy, 
and  that  the  Romans  themfelves,  as  well  as  the  other 
States,  Ihould  come  thither  to  receive  the  law.  That 
however,  there  was  a  man  amongft  them,  that  ought 
not  to  have  aAy  Iharc  in  the  amity  of  the  Carthagini- 
ans; ftor  be  included  in  the  treaty  lately  made  with 
them  i  that  he  even  did  hot  deferve  the  name  of  Cam- 
panian,  as  he  was  the  only  one  that  oppofed  the  opi- 
nion of  his  country :  this  was  Decius  Magius.  That 
he  dcHiahded  him  to  be  delivered  up,  and  that  in  his 
prefcnce  the  Senate,  after  having  taken  cognizance 
of  his  crime,  fhould  pals  Icntence  in  refpedl  to  him.? 
There  was  not  •  a  finglfe  Senator  that  dared  reply, 

tliough 
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A.S.  I3&.  though  Jnoft  of  them  thought,  that  Magitfsdid  not 
^Vuf^  4cierw  fo  rigorous  a  treatment,  and  that  Haambal^ 
^     in  the  very  heginnifig,  gave  a  cooFtal  bl^w  to  t)icir 
liberty. 

The  principal  magiftrate  immediateiyftiii^fid^hi 
$eiute,  and  having  placed  hinifelfqpoin  humbttnaly 
wakd  Macius  to  be  broUght  before  I^n^  ajid  entered 
him  to  deiead  himfdf.  The  latter*  without  d^arc^ 
yog  in  the  leaft  irom  his  haughtine&,  reftafeii  to  aa- 
fwer ;  alledging  that  he  was  di^i^  f nm  doflw  £9 
liy  the  firft  article  of  the  veiy  tPe$ty  made  wi^  lum- 
0^.  His  reafons  couid  not  fail  9^  tmQg  ^^^bed* 
lie  WAS  put  ia  chains, ,  and  dragged  amf  tkroug^tbt 
^eets  of  die  city^  in  ofder  to  be  €0ftdu6^  to  tim 
camp  of  the  Carthaginians.  As  lode  1^  he  hud  ^ 
jberty  to  ^)cak,  he  continued  to  fddfeib  difeouf^^^  fiA 
of  force  and  bold^eis,  to  the  multkude  thit  funwpded 
\iim.  '*  Behold,"  iaid  he,  "  the  liberty  y»u  lERfr 
cc  gi^d  to  procure  for  y<HfffcJl!v^«  In  thif  piiMig 
<«  Forum,  in  broad  day,  befoiv  y^nr  e^ep^  1^  «W 
^  of  the  principal  rank  in  your  pky  is  Itdeo  with 
V  chains,  and  carried  to  execi^tiM.  WJi^  &tmtr 
f^  violence  could  be  exercifed  in  Capua,  if  k  Iwd  bc^ 
«'  taken  by  fiooxe  of  arms  ?  Go  meei:  {i^mibal,  ^dora 
.<^  the  city.  Maloe  the  day  <i(  l^s  emranee  %  Mj  of 
«<  rejoicing,  a  feftival,  to  lee  Jpisi  tyiuniph  'Ovcr  oae 
<^  ot  your  citizcAs."  It  iv^s  ^^n^m^dii  tfattt  icb/A 
reproaches  might  make  ibmtr  impr^hn  upon  the  Pim- 
ple; ibthathisheadwasimiAedim  infucbaimi«icr« 
4iuit  he  could  not  make  hknfi^tt  heard.  H^mibai 
was  afraid  to  put  him  to  death  in  hi^  <Mfapt  hA  k 
fhould  excite  fome  tumult  w  ^tMy,  He  «Mfi^ 
)utn  to  be  out  on  board  a  ^p,  whkh  was  «  cany 
liim  to  Carthage.  But  a  te^peft  dfove  him  upon  tbe 
coaib  of  Cyrene,  which  was  fuelled  to  the  King  ^ 
Egypt ;  who  was  then  Ptoloftiy  Phdopater.  ftftghfis 
foiu2d  m  afylum  in  the  ftates  ^f  that  pijm^  and 
^continued  there  in  ia&^  updi^  his  protean. 
Liv.  xxiii.  Xn  the  tnean  time  Ql  f^bhjB  Vmtor  jftiMnscd  to 
"*  Rome  from  Delphi^  wherp  jic  h»d  bow  is^  AsriMf- 
'  fador. 
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ftdot^  Md  hraugHt  bftdc  the  aofwer  of  theofacU^A.it.5^ 
which  ordered  the  Romana  to  make  certain  facrifices^  ^^k^ 
|>roinifed  them  iuceefe  for  the  time  to  come,  and  re^ 
commended  to  them  to  obferve  great  modenmoa  in 
tkdr  pio^amy.  ^    ,       • 

SECT.    It     >   :  ^ 

JM^a  mries  tie  nena  rf  the  vtOary  at  Canrue^  to  Car^ 
Smge.  Hmdko  rf  HanniiaPs  fi^$n^  infuks  HiimtfL 
TJbe  laiier  atifioers  him.  Thr  Senate  decrees  HMj^ikd 
emk*  ^kt  DiSaior^  after  havag  fra^jHed  f^  evee^ 
tbagy  frti  imt  from  Rome.  HamSiai  majkes  vain  M^ 
tempts  t^cn  Na^s  atti  Nda.  Mtrcrilus  by  kit  em 
gagijf  iebgvieur  ira^s  mer  L^  Bantius  tf  Ifylni 
Hbfm^lkhstfyMarteButhefGre^  tkwalk  of  that 
aiy.  GtiziHt  of  Holm  pmi^M  far  their  treafam, 
Hamiiml  attach  Cafitimm.  Wit^tr  qaarters  at  Capa4^ 
food  to  HamHaPs  amrf,  Offilinum^  fitreed  ty  emte^ 
mity  iffmdm^  fumnders  to  Haniiibal.  fideUty  of 
the  FeteUhn  to  the  Romgns.  State  cf  a  fairs  m  ^c^ 
and  Soendima.  Didnter  created  to  off  tint  new  Sena^ 
tors  in  tie  room  of  tk  dead  ones.  New  Confitls  and  ^ 
mm  )>r4etors  created.  L.  Pofitbumis^  Conful  ekSB^ 
perijbes  in  Gasd  with  bis  vAoie  armjf.  this  newt  oc^ 
tafionsi  s  great  momiAag  at  Rome,  ^he  Senate  n^u^ 
loots  the  dijienbtttion  of  Ba  troops  which  are  to  fetvt 
this  year.  J^jvirs  of  Spain  littk  favourable  for  the 
Cartiafiniam.  jifdrnbi^  receives  pritts  to  march  tn 
Itafy.  Nmileo  arrroes  in  Spain  to  fucceedbim.  The 
tmoiSeipiosj  to  prevent  JfdrubaPs  departure^  give  bien. 
iattUi.    Hisarmf  is  defeatod. 

Vy  HILST  what  we  hwe  juft  been  feying  psrflW  a.r:53«, 
^^    at  Home  and  in  Italic,  Mago,  fon  ^f  Amilcar  Ant.  c. 
Barca,  was  gone  to  Cartha^  ta  cany  tlie  news  of  the  Liv^'xxiiu 
victory  of  Cannse.    He  did  not  &t  ou£  imnnediacd)^  1%,  13* 
after  thi&  adion.    Be&rr  he  embarked,  he  flopped 
during  fome  days  in  the  coimtry  of  the  Bructii  by  his  Hod. 
btodiec's^  ovdec,  to  receive,  tfae  aiti#%  th^  abaadoii^  Abruezd. 

-  the     " 
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A.R.53<«th'e  party  of  the  Romans,  inb  t^e  alliance,  of  the 
^iVf*  Carthaginians.    When  he  was  admitted  to  audience 
in  the  Senate  of  Carthage,  he  gave  an  account  of  all 
his  brother  had  done  in  Italy.     He  faid,  ^  that  Han-^ 
nibal  had  fought  againft  feven  Generals,,  of  whom  five 
were  Confuls,  and  the  two  others,  one  a  Didator,  and 
the  other  General  of  the  Horfe.     That  in  the  feveral 
battles  he  had  fought  with  fix  Confular  armies,  he  had 
killed.above  two  hundred  thoufand  of  the  enemy,  and 
had  taken  more  than  fifty  thoufimd  prifoners.   That  of 
five  Confuls  with  whom  he  had  to  deal,  he. had  killed 
two  in  the  fiekl  of  battle ;  that  a  third  had  been  danger- 
oufly  wounfled;  and  that  ofthe  two  others  who  had  rc^ 
tired  without  wounds,  the  laft,  after  the  lofs  of  his 
whole  army,  had  efcaped  with  difficulty  at  the  head 
of  only  fifty  men.     That  the  General  of  the  horfe 
had  been  defeated  and  put  to  flight.    That  the  Dic^ 
tator  was  confi4ered  with  admiration,  and  pa&d  £or 
a  Angularly  great  General,  only  becaufe  he  continu- 
ally avoided  coming  to  a  battle.     That  the  people  of 
Bruttium  and  Apulia,  with  part  of  the  Samnites  and 
Xiucanians,  were  come  over  to  the  fide  of  the  Cartfaa* 
ginians.    That  Capua,  the  capital  not  only  of  Cam* 
pania  but  all  Italy,  fince  the  defeat  of  the  Romans  at 
Cannse,  had  furrendered  of  itfelf  to  Hannibal.   Thac 
it  was  highly  proper  to  return  fuch  thanks  to  the 
Gods  as  mi^t  bear  fome  proportion  to  the  vidories 
gained  over  the  enemy."    Afterwards,  to  prove  by 
effedts  the  great  fuccefles  he  had  related  in  his  dif* 
courfe,  he  caufed  a  bufliel  of  gold  rings  to  be  emp- 
tied in  the  porch  of  the  Senate,  which  had  been  taken 
oiF  the  fingers  of  thofe  who  had  fallen  in  the  batde 
of  Cannae.     He  added^   in  order  to  give  a  greater 
idea  of  the  lofs  which  the  Romans  h^  fuftained  in 
that  battle,  that  none  but  Knights  and  perfbns  of  dif- 
tin£tion  had  a  right  to  wear  them.    The  rcfult  of  his 
harangue  was,  ^'  That  the  more  hopes  they  had  of 
fpeedily  terminating  the  war  to  their  advantage,  the 
greater  eflTorts  they  ought  to.  make  for  fending  all 
kinds  qS  AippUes  to  Hannibal.    That  he  waa  making 

war 
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var  fkr  from  Carth^c  in  the  midft  of  an  enemy's  A.R.536. 
country  i  that  the  conlumption  of  provifions  and  mo-  ^^[^f* 
ney  rofe  very  high ;  and  that  fo  many  battles  could 
not  deftroy  the  armies  of  the  enemy,  without  weaken- 
ing that  of  the  Viftor.  That  it  was  therefore  necef- 
fary  to  fend  recruits^  provifions,  and  money  to  an 
army,  who  had  rendered  the  Canhaginian  State  fuch 
great  fervices/* 

'  As  this  difcourfe  of  Mago's  had  diflfufed  joy 
lihroughout  the  whole  aiTembly,  Himilco,  of  the  Sar- 
dinian faAion>  thought  this  an  happy  occafion  for  in- 
fulting  Hanno,  who  was  of  the  oppofite  fadion. 
^  Well,  Hanno,"  faid  he,  "  what  do  you  think  of 
*/  all  this  ?  Are  you  ftill  forry  for  our  having  under- 
**  taken  this  war  with  the  Romans  ?  Are  you  ftill  for 
V  having  Hannibal  delivered  up  to  them  ?  Speak : 
*^  do  you  object  to  our  returning  thanks  to  the  Gods, 
**  as  has  been  propofed  ?  Let  us  hear  a  Roman  Se- 
««  nator  in  the  midft  of  the  Senate  of  Carthage.'* 

Hanno,  with  a  grave  air  and  tone,  replied  to  this 
difcourfe  of  Himilco  in  thefe  terms.  "  flhould  have 
♦*  been  filent  this  day,  to  avoid  interrupting  a  joy  to 
^*  which  I  fee  every  body  abandon  therofelves,.  by  a 
**  difqpurfe,  which  perhaps  will  not  be  to  your  liking, 
f  *  But,  by  anfwering  nothing  to  a  Senator,  that  inter- 
*'  rogates  me,  I  fhould  leave  room  to  fufpeft  me  either 
f^  of  an  ill-judged  miftaken  pride,  or  of  a  fervile  bafe- 
*'  nefs  :  which  would  argue  I  had  forgot,  either  that 
*'  I  fpeak  to  a  free  man,  or  that  I  am  fo  myfelf.  I 
*'  therefore  anfwer  Himilco,  that  I  continue  to  be  dif- 
f '  fatisfied  with  this  war,  and  that  I  fliall  never  ccafe 
*'  to  declare  myfelf  againft  your  invincible  General, 
f^  till  I  fee  the  war  terminated  by  a  treaty  with  fup- 
.*'  portable  conditions  i  and  I  fhall  always  regret  the 
*'  antient  peace,  till  a  new  one  be  made-  The  a4- 
**  vant^es  which  Mago  has  been  difplaying,  give 
.**  at  this  inftant  great  pleafure  to  Himilco,  and  the 
.*'  other  partifans  of  Hannibal :  they  may  have  the 
>'  fame  effect  upon  me  alfo,  and  I  am  very  much  in- 
*/*  clined  to  rejoice  as  well  as  they  ^  .bccaufe  thefe 

«  great 
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A>R.  S3^-  ^  great  fuccefles,  if  we  take  the  a<kina{^  of  Aeofy 

^(f*  *^  cqa^r  pBociue  more  favoarable  cotutttiMs^  of  peace, 

**  '    ^  But  ^  we  lev  fo  happy  an  occafion  (Up,  m  whlck 

^  we  marf  ieea»  ratl^f  to  gire  p:^e  dian  receive  k, 

^^  i  grcatty  appreheB4v^  that  this  joyv  wkkh  novrtrank 

^  fports  you^  will  foon  i^Ml^e  us^  and-  be  reduced 

<<  to  nothing.    For  after  all,  wjiaf  ale  fhefe  £»  flvudi- 

««  boafted  fucceiTes,  and  what  do  they  detwiRtde  f  1 

^  hate  cutis  in  pieces  armies  oi  the  enemy  i  fend  me 

cc^  tXDQps :  what  dien  would  you  aflc>  if  you  had  bcetf 

<^  defeased  i  I  have  taken  two  ci  the  enemy^'s  tataps^ 

««  probably  &lt  of  fpoib  and  aH  kindfl  of  provtfiiyii8> 

^  fend  me  prar^ifions  and  money:  what- tlla  would 

«^  yout  aik,  if  yicwhad  loft  your  own  camp  i  But  tktf 

^  I  may  not  be  the  only  perfon  brougbtfi^  Aeb&r, 

^  (for  I  think  i  have  as  much  righ^  to  inierrogatef 

«^  ifimilbov  as  he  me)  let  hino,  or  Mago,  ai^wer  mc 

^^  The  defeat  at  Cannce  has  deftreyed  the  power  of 

«<  the  Romans,,  and  aU  Italy  has  taken  arms  s^gainft 

•*  themi    Tell  nie  then,  whetlier  there  be  one  of 

^  all  the  Latine  States,  that  has  come  ovw  t^  yoitf 

^  fide;,  and  whether,  <^allthecitieensi  thai^cMnqpoft 

^  tfte  thirty-five  tribes  of  Rome,  there  be  a  &m^ 

<«  man  that  has  deferred  ?**    Mago  fravkig  MpBtc^ 

thiA:  neither  the  one  nor  the  ot^r  had  happened : 

•♦*  We  have  then,'*  replied  he,  *<  ftiU  a  grek  number 

^  of  enemies  upon  our  hands.    Teil  us^at  kaft^  w4iat 

««  the  difpofidon  is  of  the  enemies  that  rem^n^  and 

•*  whether  they  retain  any  hope.'^    Ma^  aaftveAng 

that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.    ^«  There  is  no- 

^  thing  fo   eafy  tx>  be  known,''    refumed  Haano; 

«<  Have  vou  heard  that  to  a&  peace  ha»  been^ipeke 

«<  of  in  the  Roman  Senate  ?  Hhve  the  Romans  feat 

^  Embafladws^  Hannibal  tatreat  about  it?**  MagD 

having  anfwered  in  the  neg^ve  :  *<  The  wctf  tftere- 

^  fore  ftill  iubfifts  ^  entirely  as  id  did  the  firft  daf, 

«^  that  Hannibal  entered  Ii^y,'*  replied  the  o^er. 

"  There  are  many  amongft  us-who  rememftei^  the  vf- 

^  ciflitttdes  of  the  firft  war.    Our  afikvs  were  never 

^^  kk  a  better  tonditkm  either  by'  land  et  fea^  than 

« they 
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*>  AuhiB  JRodhimim.    It  Wi3-in  that  vcflf  >(DDnful(hip,  ^^^/"'^ 

^ .  tliat  wo.  :weTe;  defeated  Bt  tke'  iflaftds  wfigates;.   '  If 

^>  our  forturie  iAkmKI  Dfqw  Mpptd  to  chanM^^may  the 

^«  Gods.a^ert.tbe  ^ticn)  T$  there  any  fealon  ta  hope, 

V  that  we  »fhail-hai^'pMay 'iirhen;ovcrd3mt)  whilft 

^^  no  body  offers  it  atpc^fent  wken  we'flnyi<9xbriotss  f 

"  For  my  part;  if  thequeftion  wei-fc,  cicbirtr  «o give 

^^  the  Roolana  peace,  or  toi  reGvive  it  froiii'  them,  t 

<^'  know  whjBt  I  fliould  %;    But  if  yoa  cbnJdtlt  me 

^  Gdncorning  MagOls  prepofaftS)  this  is  itr^bpifiion  e  ei^ 

^>  ther  HanmbU.ii  viokorums^  and  in  thattCafe'is  in  nd 

^^  nved  o£;aid^4>r  he:dKii\res  us  with  t^ain^  hopes^ 

^  and  tkn!i'  he  deferves  ftiD  left  to  be  regained/' 

Ir^uino'sHdifcourfe  did  not! make  much  imprefllon 
upon  the  SeuBte;  They  wctoe  too  much  engroifed  by 
the  joy  whiicbviAory  in^iieS)  ta  hearken  to  any  thing 
that  ihi^ht!  Cfhai%e  it.  Brfidds  wjrich^  Uhe  perpetual 
enmity  between  if  aimibalis  hMk  and  his,  made  theni 
fidpc£t  him::  md  they  t9eto>«hb  con^^ihiJedv  that  by 
ikerting dicmfdbr«s alitdev  'chef  IhouM  jfreHeatiy  k6 
the  war  tecminateto  thdradpMtagei  Vbeytherd^ 
fore  nnanhnoufly  refolvod,  diat  a  remfibitemettt  oi 
four  thonfinniNufliidianB^'  £&rty  elephants;  and  a  greai 
iiim  of  money,  fliouid  be.fent  toHandibal;  At  the 
fame  time  a  general  officer  was>  difpatchdd  to  raife 
twenty  thbdfand  Iboc^i  arid  t  four,  thtMifiuid  horfe  in 
Spain,  to  recruit  the  aiiny  k|  thac  pitivince,  aitd^that 
in  Italy.  But  thefe  orddts  vkri  eloeecitellrtidry  (towty 
and  with  gi^eat  inddenee;  asrimpperis  often  enough  in 
times  of  pro^erky^  eQ>ediIly  when;dirvifiMs  and  jea^ 
kmfies  fijfatilb  between  t&ofe  chat  govern;  •.  The  fpiri£ 
ef  faftkin  ind  party  is*  iheilviiin  of  ffubliik  aflFains,> 
Hanob  woi/a:  man  of  cotnire}  and  ability,  and  had 
very  fight  views :  but  aU  his  excellent  qualities  were 
poifoiie^  b^  his  ffovwA  aniipathy  for  thie  fabily  and 
perfon  of  Hannibal.  To  be  ufeful  in  Councils,  and 
to  give' weiglft  to  one's '6p5hi(Jn  irt'  tlitt^y,\;t  is  necef- 
£uy  to.  I^e  impartial^,  and  to  havc^  no  view  but  the 
good  of  the  publick. 
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A.R.536.     The  Romans^  on  thcsr  fide^  were  vtry  intent  upon 
^U^'  repairing  their  loffes.     Befides*  their  natural  applica- 

LivVxxiiL  tion  and  vivacity,  adverfdy  made  them  more  aAive 

>4«  and  vigilanta    The  Conful  neglefted  nothing  that  re- 

lated to  his  province^  The  Diftaior,  M.  Junius 
Pera,  after  having  difcharged  the  duties  of  religicm, 
afked  the  people,  according  to  cuftom,.  permiflkxi  to 
ride  on  horfeback  in  commandins  the  army.  He 
immediately  made  two  legions,  ^ch  the  Confuls 
had  levied  at  the  beginning  of  the  year^  take  arms, 
with  the  eight  thoui^d  flavea  Of  whom  we  have 
fpoke  above,  and  the  Cohorts,  that  had  been  draught- 
ed from  the  territory  of  Picemim,  and  a  neighbour- 
ing canton  called  *  Ager  Gallicus.  As  thefe  forces 
did  not  feem  fufficient,  he  had  recourfe  to  a.  remedy 
never  employed  but  in  the  mod  defperace  conjunc- 
tures, and  when  the  Decent  is  obliged  to  give  way  to 
the  Ufeful.  He  publiflied  a  decree,  by  which  he  re- 
leafed  all  that  were  confined  in  the  priibns  either  for 
crimes  or  debts,  the  number  of  wluch  amounted  to 
fix  thoufand  i!nen.  As  the  State  was  in  want  of  aU 
thinfl;s,  it  was  necdBbry  to  give  them  the  arms  which 
had  oeen  taken  from  the  Gauls,  ^uui  carried  in  tri- 
umph by  Flaminius.  After  thefe  di^pofitions,  he 
fet  out  from  the  city  with  five  and  twenty  thoufiuid 
men  capable  of  fervice.    . 

ibia.  As  to  Hannibal,  after  having  fecured  Capua,  he 

made  a  fecond  attempt  upon. the  city  of  Naples,  but 
as  ineffectually  as  the  firft/  He  afterwards  marched 
his  troops  into  the  territory  of  Nola,  and  confined 
his  views  to  that  place.  The  Senators  gave  Claudius 
Marcellus  advice,  who  was  then  at  Canufium,  of  the 
extreme  dangcf  in  which  that  city  was,  becaule  the 
People  were  inclined  to  furrender  it  to  Hannibal.  He 
marched  thither  without  lols  of  rime.  As  (bon  as 
Hannibal  was  informed,  thaf  he  approached,  he  re- 

*  This  wat  a  fmall  country  betweea  the  Rubicoii  and  the  Efis,  con* 
^uefed  from  the  Galli  Senonet,  and  diUlibuted  amongft  die  Roman 
citizens  in  virtae  of  the  law  pafle^i  hf  FUnunJus  y^ca  tribune  of 
the  People. 
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tutd  towards  the  feaon  the  fide  of  Naples,  andentlyA.R,  5|6. 
defirtng  to  make  himfclf  mafter  of  that  city,  in  order  ''^Ji. 
to  have  a  pOrt,  where  he  might  fecurcly  receive  the 
flups  that  fhould  come  to  him  from  Africa.  Not 
having  been  capable  to  alter  the  fidelity  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  city,  he  laid  fiege  to  Nuceria,  and  hav- 
ing long  kept  it  blocked  up,  at  length  reduced  it  by 
fanaine^  leaving  the  inhabitants  at  liberty  to  retire 
where  they  thought  fit.  He  promifed  them  great  re- 
wards, if  they  would  ferve  in  his  troops :  but  not  a 
fingle  man  of  them  would  accept  his  offers.  i^i^,  j^^^ 

The  People  of  Nola  were  far  from  being  of  the' 5- 
fame  difpofition.    There  was  in  that  city  a  young  of.  ^Jj^,^- 
ficer  called  L  Bantius.    The  Romans  had  not  at  that 
time  among  their  allies  an  horfeman  more  diiHnguiihed 
for  his  bravery.    Hannibal  having  found  him,  after 
the  battle  of  Canns,  almolt  without  life  in  the  mkift 
of  an  heap  of  dead  bodies,  had  caufed  his  wounds  to 
be  drefied  with  abundance  of  care  and  goodnefs,  and 
after  he  was  cured,  had  feot  him  home,  not  only  with- 
out ranfom,  but  with  ^eat  prefents.    In  gratitude  for 
b  extraordinary  a  fervice,  Bantius  had  already  fpared 
no  pains  to  put  Nola  into  Hannibal's  hands,  and  Mar- 
ccllus  found  liim  ftill  reftlefs  and  bufy.     It  was  necef- 
fary  to  be  rid  of  him  either  by  execution,  or  to  engage 
him  by  favour.     Marcellus  chofe  the  latter,  to  which 
his  natural  difpofition,  inclined  him :  for  he  was  hu- 
mane, aiFable,  infinuating,  and  of  a  charader  highly 
adapted  to.  engaging  affedion. 

Accordingly  one  day  when  Bantius  came  to  make 
his  court  to  him,  Marcellus  aficed  him  who  he  was. 
It  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not  know  him  long  before  ; 
but  he  fought  a  pretext  for  entering  into  the  conver- 
iation  he  wanted  to  have  with  him.  Bantius  having 
told  him  his  name,  Marcellus  exprefied  furprize  and 
admiration.  "  How!'*  faidhe*,  "  Are  you  that  Ban- 
*^  dus,  fo  much  talked  of  at  Rome,  as  aja  officer^ 
^^  that  fought  fo  bravely  at  the  battle  of  Cannae,  and 
^'  was  the  only  one  that  did  not  abandon  the  Conful 
l^  P.  JEmilius,  but  covered  that  General  with  your' 
L  1  a  «  body 
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A^.536.<*  bcxly  againft  the  wounds  aimed  ai  him  ?**  BandiH 
j^^5\  '  having  anfwercd  that  it  was  himfelf>  and  haying  ftcvD 
him  the  fears  of  hb  wounds,  ^  Ah!*'  faid  ^fa^Ge^l]6y 
"  after  having  given  us  fuch  great  proofs  of  your 
•*  amity,  why  did  not  you  come  co  us  from  the  firft 
"  to  receive  thofe  honours  which  you  deferve  ?  Do 
**  you  imagine,  that  we  don't  -know  how  to  reward 
**  the  merit  of  friends,  which  even  the  enemy  tfaem^ 
"  felves  have  in  efteem  ?**  To  thde  kind  words,  at- 
tended with  an  obliging  air  of  familiarity,  he  added  a 
prefent  that  crowned  all.  Bdides  a  fum  of  money, 
which  he  ordered  his  ti^afurer  to  pay  him,  he  gave 
him  a  fine  war-horfe :  and  befbne  his  face  ordcicd 
his  Lidbors  to  give  him  admittance,  whenever  hecamc 
to  fee  him. 

We  fee  here  in  this  inftance  of  Marcellus,  how  nc- 
ceflary  the  art  of  difpofing  the  mind,  and  wismiiig 
the  heart,  is  to  diofe,  who  are.  in  principal  offices, 
and  adminifter  governments :  that  it  is  not  by  hiugh- 
tineis  and  infofence,  by  menaces  ahd  chaftilemcDts, 
that  men  are  to  be  governed :  but  that  marks  of  fa« 
vour  and  friendfhip,  praifes  and  rewards,  difpeafed 
properly  and  with  addrefs,  are  die  moll:  certain  means 
to  bring  them  into  meafures,  and  attach  them  fer 
ever. 

Qy  this  generous  behaviour,  Marcelhis  fo  efiedu- 
4Ily  foftened  the  haughty  fpirit  of  the  young  fiddkr 
Bantius,  that  he  was  all  the  reft  of  his  Me  one  of  the 
braveft  and  moll  faithful  allies  of  Rome.  No  one 
was  more  attentive,  nor  more  warm,  than  him  oo  dif- 
cover  and  declare  fuch  of  the  peouje  of  Nob,  as 
efpoufed  the  party  of  Hannibal ;  ana  they  were  very 
numerous.  Hannibal  being  returned  before  Nola, 
they  were  refblved,  as  foon  as  the  Romans  ihoald 
march  out  ^ainft  the  enemy,  to  ihut  die  gates, 
plunder  the  baggage,  and  furrender  to  the  CarSiagi- 
nians ;  and  they  had  had  ieveral  interviews  with  & 
enemy  during  the  nighr. 
Liv.xxiii,  MarccUus  was  apprized  of  this  eonfpiracy,  and 
li.'        took  all  the  neceflbry  meafures  to  prevent  its  efib^» 
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He  purpofely  kept  clofe  for  fome  days  within  the  A- R.  53^* 
city,  not  through  fear,  but  to  give  the  enemy  a  rafli     °/^.  ' 
confidence*    Hannibal,   in  confequence,  appfoached  Pint,  in 
the  place  with  lefs  order  and  precaution  than.ufual,  ^*"^-3^3« 
Ma^eQus,  who  kept  his  troops  drawn  up  in  battle 
within  the  walls,  made  them  Tally  that  moment  thro,* 
three  gates,  and  fell  upon  the  befiegers  with  fo  much 
for<e  and  impetuofity,  that  they  could  not  fuftain  the 
chai^.    After  having  defended  themielves  for  fome 
time  with  fufficient  vigour  and  courage,  they  were  at 
length  broke,  and  obligjcd  to  ri^tire  into  their  camp. 
Hmnibal  loft  two  thmriand  three  hundred  men  ii) 
this.aftion,  and  on  the  fide  of  Marcellus  only  five 
hundred  were  killed. 

This  was  the  firft  advantage  gained  by  the  Ro^ 
mtms  over  Hannibal  fince  the  battle  of  Cannae,  and 
it  was  of  extreme  confequence  to  them,  (or,  in  the 
coiidition  the  aflkirs  of  the  Commonwealth  then  were, 
it  was  more  difficult  to  ftop  the  covirfe  of  Hannibars 
viAories,  than  it  was  afterwards  to  conquer  him. 
This  advantage  revived  the  courage  of  the  Romans, 
and:  infpired  tfaem  with  a  confidence  in  themfplves^ 
by.  Slewing  then^  that  they  fought  with  an  enemy  . 
who  was  not  invincible,  but  might  be  checked  and 
beaten. 

-  Marcellus  having  then  caufed  the  gates  of  the  city 
to  be  Ihut,  and  pofted  guards,  to  prevent  any  body 
Irem  going  out,  made  an  exaffc  enquiry  concerning 
f^h  as  h^  held  fecrec  correfpondcnce  during  the 
Ai^t  with  the  ettemy.  Seventy  of  the  molt  criminal 
having  been  conviAed  of  treaibn,  the  Prastor  con- 
demned them  to  lofe  their  heads,  confifcated  their 
^ftates  for  the  benefit  of  the  Roman  people^  and  re* 
ftored  all  the  authority  to  the  Senate  of  Nola,  of 
whkh  the  c^beii  had  depived  it. 

• .  JiannU>al  having  failed  at  Nola,  befieged  CafiKv  Liv.  xxiii. 
num.     But,  thou^  the  place  was  fmall,  and  the  gar-  '*• 
tifofh  only  a  thoinand  men,  the  Carthaginians  were 
ftttjuendy  repuMed    with    lofs  :    fo  that   Hannibal, 
alhamed  to   continue  long  before  an  inconfiderabte 
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A-R.53*.  place  without  doing  any  thing,  chofe  to  fortify  his 
^li?'  camp,   and    to   leave   fomc  troops  there,    in  wder 
not  to  abandon  the  enterprize  entirely,  and  retired  to 
Capua. 

It  was  ♦  here  that  this  army,  which  had  fo  long 
withftood  the  greateft  hardfliips,  and  which  the  moft 
dreadful  dangers  had  never  been  able  to  difcourage, 
was  entirely  conquered  by  plenty  and  pleafurcs,  into 
which  it  plunged  the  more  greedily,  as  it  had  not  been 
accuftomed  to  them.  Reft,  wine,  and  good  cheer,  de- 
bauch with  women,  and  idlcnefs,  which  became  every 
day  more  grateful  to  them,  as  they  familiarized  them- 
felves  with  it,  all  combined  to  enervate  their  bodies 
and  courage  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  if  they  fuftained 
their  ground  for  fome  time,  it  was  rather  in  efieft  of 
the  luftre  of  their  former  viftories,  than  by  their  pre- 
.  fcnt  force.  Thofe  who  were  judges  of  the  art  of 
war,  confidered  the  fault  committed  by  Hannibal  in 
putting  his  troops  into  winter- quarters  at  Capua,  as 
much  greater  than  that  of  not  haviiw  marched  to 
Rome  immediately  after  the  battle  of  Cannae.  For 
that  delay  and  negleft,  fays  Livy,  mi^htfeera  only 
to  have  deferred  his  victory  •,  whereas  his  ftay  at  Ca* 
pua  deprived  him  of  the  forces  neceflary  to  conquer. 
When  Hannibal  drew  out  his  troops  from  that  city, 
one  might  have  faid  that  they  were  quite  different 
men  from  what  they  had  been  before.  Accuftomed 
to  lod^e  in  commodious  houfes,  to  live  in  abundance 
and  idlenefs,  they  could  no  longer  endure  hunger, 
thirft,  long  marches,  and  the  other  fatigues  of  war. 
Moft  of  them  carried  away  debauched  wives  with 
them.  During  the  whole  fummer  great  numbers  de- 
ferted,  who  had  no  other  afylum  but  Capua  againft  the 
wife  feverity  of  their  Generals. 

I  have  only  copied  Livy  in  what  I  have  juft  faid  of 
Capua  :  but  I  do  not  know  whether  all  he  fays  of  the 

*  Qoos  nulla  malt  vicerat  vis,  perdidere  nimia  bona  ac  Tolnptxret 
immooicae :  &  eo  impenfius,  quo  avidius  ex  infotentia  ia  eat  le  ncr- 
ferant.    Lxv. 
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iktai  confequehces  of  the  winter-quarters  in  that  vo-  a.r.  536. 
luptuoUs  city,  is  entirelfjuft  and  well-founded.  When  ^^\l^* 
we  confider  attentively  all  the  circumllances  of  this 
part  of  hiftoiy,  we  can  fcarcc  be  convinced,  that  the 
little  progrels  made  afterwards  by  Hannibal's  arms, 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  his  ftay  at  Capua.  That  is  indeed 
one  cauie,  but  the  leaft  confiderable ;  and  the  bravery, 
with  which  the  Carthaginiaas  after  that  time  beat 
Confuls  and  Praetors,  took  cities  in  the  fight  of  the 
Romans,  maintained  their  <x>nquefts,  aiid  continued 
fourteen  years  in  Italy^  without  its  bein^  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  drive-  them  out:  all  this 
fuffices  to  give  us  room  to  believe,  that  Livy  exag- 
«ra0es  the  pernicious  effedb  of  the  volupcuoufnefs  of 
Capua. 

The  tnue  caufe  of  the  decline  of  Hannibal's  affairs,  ljv.  xxiiK 
was  the  want^ef  fiipplies  and  recruits  from  his  country,  m* 
After  Mafio*s  teprefenution,  the  Senate  of  Carthage 
bad  jodKeo  it  neceflary,  in  ordei^  to  puHi  on  the  con- 
qlieft  otltaly,  to  fend  thither  from  Africa  a  confider- 
able  reinfi»tement  of  Numidian  cavalry,  forty  ele* 
phants,  and  a  thoufand  talents,  (about  an  hundred  and 
fifty  thoidand  pounds)  and  to  take  twenty  thoufand 
foot  and  four  thoufand  horfe  into  pay  in  Spain,  to  re- 
inforce theif  armies  in  Spain  and  Italy.  However,  ibid.  31. 
Mago  could  obtain  only  twelve  thoufand  foot,  and 
two  thoufiuid  five  hundred  horie  •,  and  even  witcn  he 
was  ready  toikt  out  for  lt$ly  with  thefe  troopS;  fo  ihorr 
in  number  of  thofe  he  had  been  promiied,  he  was^ 
countermanded  and  fent  to  Spain.  Hannibal  then, 
after  fuoh  gpeat  piomifeS)  received  neither  infan- 
try, cavalry,  elephants;  nor  money  <,  and  had  abfo- 
lucely  exhaufifid  his  perfonal  rdburces.  His  troops 
were  reduced  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  foot,  and  nine 
diouiand  hdrfe.  How  was  it  poflible,  with  an  army 
fo  weakened,  to  occupy  in  a  foreign  countty  all  the 
neceflary  potts,  hold  his  new  allies  in  dependance, 
maintain  his  conquefts,  make  new  ones,  and  keep 
the  field  againft  two  armies  of  Romans  renewed 
every  year?  And  this  was  the  true  caufe  of  the  de« 
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AR-5s^«clineof  HAnaibal's^ira.    If  Hre  htd  the  pafilge,  }|i 
^\i^'  which  Pdybius  treated  upoi^  this  fufcse<^  ve  ui0iri4 
undoubtedly  fee,  that  he  Kad  ^fiftcdLinprv  iqpon  tlm 
caurc^..tba4  upon  the  yblupsui^uihsrs  of  Capua. 
Liv.  xxiii.     As  loon  as  the  rigoiH:  cftfae  cold  wicadwr  b^gan  to 
'9-  abace»  Haoiiibal  drmr  his  troops  out  a£  thfir  wintfp-. 

quarters,  ahd  retumed  to  CafiliniinH  th^.iqhahisaiilt 
ai  which,  as  well  as  the  fiildters  of  the  ganiibe)  were 
reduced  ,tp  extreme  faimiie.  For  tlMiughiiche  attadi;^ 
hadceaibd  doripg  tbrwintbivas  the  at|!  had  boea 
continual^,  blocked  upv  it  bfdiiot  bem  pofEbk  l$i 
introduce  :prDviQotis  into  it  vTib*  SempiioniDs  eoiD*< 
tnanded  thfc  Aoznans  in  tbe  ahfriice  /of  t)^  J>ii^tQr> 
whom  the :: affairs  of  religiMi  had  refialtfd.^o  Rome. 
Marcellus  was  very  defirous  of  marching  to  the  ittd 
of  the  b^fieged :  but  Jie'w^  ktpC  biisk»,  or  the  one 
fide  by  the  waters  of  theiYukuiioiia^  lilucb  had  rafe 
extremely,  and  on  the  other  hy  tht'^Qfi^f.ii  Moh». 
who.  were  afraid  of  beinl^attaipH^  by  dieCampMiaoa^. 
as  ibon  as  i^e  Romans  flbould  be,reiriai/q4«.  Bmapro^ 
nius  was  at  baftd  to  a6t  ^  but  as  the  I^i&aiMrHbad  for- 
bade him  to  undertake  any  thing  tiU  h^txettan,  hrwiM 
afraid  to  make  any  motian.in  &Y0ur  b€  Caiilinyp^ 
though  he  was  inforimd  that  it  fuiFered.<»tiDe«uiiei 
capable  of  fubduing  the  moft  heroick  fi>rtic«lie^  iUL 
that  he  could  do  was  to  £Ji  a  gncatj!ttikBbb^i^.beii«k 
with  corn  .brought  ia  from  the  iKighbdvirmgLCOiinU|P» 
and  to  ^ut;  them  in. the  Vtilturaus^  the-cu^root^.which 
carried  thbm  into  the  city«  taking  caire  i»  give  tho 
ipagiftrate  notice  to  take  thfim  <mt  aji  ihfiy  arawcL 
This  was^QM  for.  three  nighta  fuc^efilw^,:  and  gavft 
the  befieged  aJixtle  tioacMi  t>mathe.  JEfut  tfaeQiiH 
thaginianb  Ihaving  at  length  dtfcqv^ed  it»  thai;  i^fourcfi 
was entirehr  C9t oE  Nothing pafledafbffieiKls,  but 
what  was  topped  on  the:  way,  ieitfc^pt  i)U&  wihicb  tho 
Romans  thnew/  in,  and  ivdiem  at  CafilinMnv  wmx  takei^ 
out  with  httcdle?.  But.  what  *as  jfo'ppor^fuppiy  Vk 
lb  great  a  fivnine  ?  Reduced,  to  the  lafrox*4:ctmiiy,r  theyt 
were  obliged  to  eat  the  kathec  of  their.  fliielda»  after 
having  boiled.it  to  makio  it^ibft^  to  ac^. to  Aiph 
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irtcechfiAiK)wiflw«t»v  tm  «)d  oihpr  the  moft  tinr  ^- 53^ 
9leanMi«als(  awitodigup  the  herbage  and  roots  ^[i. 
that  grew  at  tji^  biqitt&itak^Qf  the  waUa.    Hannibal  per^ 
ceiytng  thutthcjr  were  fowi»g  radilhc» :    "  How  P* 
erk4  be  qyite  ftftpniftied,  ^^  do  the  Ixfieged  im^ine 
^^  th«&  ^  JbaU  ftiiy  beJfore  jphis  place  till  thofe  pkojcs 
^*  «e  ripe  ?"  This  fightdetermined  him  to  fiifFer  them 
to  trait  with  htm  concerning  the  raofom  of  the  free 
pejrioDfc  ^Uch  he  had  ^vrejra  refufed  before..   Tl»e)f 
i^imd  ti»  p*y  abUut  twQwy  pQ\uids  foe  each.    Whei^septuncet 
W.  moneys  «a« .  p^^ .  Hawubal  filffi^n^d  them  to  re-^  ^^^* 
tire  to  Cttmin»  4s  he>  had  engaged^  i^nd  put  a  gar« 
^iibn-pf  fi¥  hundred  ibldiers  into  the  pdace. 

Thft  inhahitantj  «f  Fetolia>  a  fi^  of  the  BnittiiyL'»v.xxiiu 
ihewbdMxle^fidcUty^'    ThitSnatciittYif^  anfweced^''* 
wifih  gticf  to.  their  defMcibi>  chat,  the  Roman  pmple' 
teeve  not  in  a  Goodifi0ftit&  Jbnd  lid  to.  foi  reniote  a 
flUftj  tlieff  perfevered  ^  their  lattachmeotto  theRon 
manA  till:.iieceflii?)f  At  length  ledoccid  them. to  fur^ 

AWft  tt  th^  &fnQ  t!me»  leteeta  were  fecerved  at  ibid.  «i. 
]lomerir<im>  Siciljr  W  S^rdioia,  triiieh  were  read  in 
the  i^niite.'  The  Pri>-pnrtpr,  T.  Otiictlivis,  wrote 
£t)m  ^0^  proYX0Cfi»« .  that  the  Pnetor  Fvtim  waa  jatt^ 
l^ivedfroim  Afrip^t  at  Lil]rt»um.with  his  0oQt,  danger-^ 
ouQy  iUfif.die  wounds  he  had  received»  and  at  the 
point '<if:dmh.  Tluittfae)?  had  neither  n^oney  nor  com 
tofity  and.  fubfift  the^fiddtefs  and  mariners^  and  did 
not  know  how  to  a£t. '  'He  ftrongly  pneftd  the  Senatn 
tQ  iend  tioth  as  foon  as  po$ble»  a^  if  they  thought 
it  proper;  ito  make  pne.  of  the  newPrastors  fet  ouc  ' 
immediately  to  fixeeed  him.  Aulu^  Corneliiis  Mamh 
moi^  PnQ^ra^tor  of  Sardifiia,  alio  demanded  provi^ 
6fia$  and  nmney,  erf  which  he  was  in  vanu  The 
Senate  anfweitd  hoth^  that  they  were  not  in  acoii^ 
dition  %^  ^pply  theoliwith  any  thing  :  and  that  they 
muft  t>r$HMdet  as  well  as  they  could,,  for  the  occafions 
^  their  fl^ta  smd  armies.  T.  Otacilma  fent  Ambaf-4 
ftdprs  to  King  Hiero,:  the  fole  refource  of  the  Roman 
p€Ojpki  mA  received  from  him  as  much '  money  as  he 
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A.IL  5s^.  had  occafion  for,  wkh  proTifioiis  for  fix  months.  The 
'^l^^  ckies  of  Sardinia  fupplied  Cornelius  in  like  manacr, 

and  with  abundance  of  zeal  and  afieftion. 
-j^  ^...  As  money  was  alfo  wanting  at  Rome,  the  People 
«»*3h"*"  nominated  three  of  the  principal  citizens  to  receive 
the  fumsy  which  private  perfons  were  willing  toknd 
the  Commonwealth*  After  having  chofen  three  P6n- 
tiffs  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  were  dead,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  fill  up  the  vacant  places  of  the  Senators, 
which  were  very  numerous ;  the  lofs  of  fi>  many 
battles  having  made  a  great  np  in  the  Senate.  The 
affair  was  brought  on  by  die  Pnetor  Pomponius^  Sp. 
Carvilius,  whofpoke  firft,  was  of  opinion,  that  in  or- 
der to  fupply  the  places  of  thofe  who  were  wanting, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  unite  more  firmly  with  them, 
the  freedom  of  Rome  Aouki  be  given  to  two  Sena- 
tor%  of  each  of  the  Latine  States,  ^md  that  they  fliould 
be  fubftituted  to  thofe  of  Rome,  who  were  dead.  This 
pTopofal  occafioned  a  general  murmur  and  indigna* 
tion.  C^  Fabius  Maximus  faid,  that  nothing  had 
ever  been  advanced  at  a  more  improper  time,  than  a 
propofal  capable  of  exciting  Hew  commotions  amongft 
die  allies,  whofe  fidelity  was  but  too  much  fliaken 
already.  And  that  if  the  deliberations  of  the  'Senate 
had  ever  reauired  inviolable  fetrecy,  diis  difcourfe, 
which  had  efcapedthe  raflinefs  of  afingle  man,  oug^t 
to  be  forgot,  iuppreffed,  and  buried  in  eternal  fflence, 
as  fomething  that  had  never  ha^ppened.  Accordingly 
it  was  never  mentioned  afterwards. 

The  Senate  thought  it  proper  to  create  ^iDidatnr, 
in  order  to  make  the  choice  in  queftion.  This  nomi- 
nation was  ufbally  made  by  the  Cenfors :  but  diere 
were  none  then  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  pre- 
ient  fituation  of  affairs  required  a  ihorter  method.  The 
Conful  Varro,  who  had  been  exprefly  fent  for  from 
Apulia,  nommated  M.  Fabius  Buteo  DiOator,  with- 
out a  General  of  the  horfe,  with  power  toexercife  that 
office  during  fix  months.  He  was  the  oldeft  perfon 
that  had  been  Cenfor.  As  foon  as  he  afcended  the 
tribunal  for  harangues,  attended  by  his  Lidors^  hQ 
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himfelf  obfcrvtd  upon  all  the  irregularities  that  had  A,  R.  $36* 
pafled  in  his  creation.  He  declared,  «  that  he  did  ^°^;^^* 
not  approve  either  that  there  (hould  be  two  Dictators 
at  the  fame  time  in  the  Commonwealth,  which  had 
never  happened  before ;  or,  that  they  fliould  raife  him 
to  that  dignity  without  a  General  of  the  horfe ;  that 
the  fame  perfon  fhould  have  the  authority  of  a  Cenfor 
for  the  fecond  time ;  or  laftly,  that  a  Diftator  fhould  be 
permitted  to  continue  fix  months  in  office,  unlefs  it 
were  for  making  wan  He  added,  that  if  neceffity 
obliged  him  tx>fet  himfelf  above  the  laws,  it  was  in* 
cumbent  upon  him  to  a£t  as  near  to  them  as  it  fhouM 
be  poffible.  That  he  fhould  (h-ike  out  the  name  of 
no  Senator a&ually  upon  the  lift,  that  it  might  not  be 
faid,  that  a  fingle  perfon  had  been  fupreme  arbiter  in 
refped  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  a  Senator.  And 
as  to  the  vacant  places,  in  filling  them  up,  he  fhould 
regulate  his  conduA  accordmg  to  diftinftions  gene-^ 
rally  known  and  independant.  of  his  choice,  and  not 
according  to  his  own  opinion  of  perfonal  merit,  of 
which  it  did  not  become  him  to  make  himfelf  the 
foie  judge.*' 

He  kept  his  word,  and  after  having  caufed  the  lifl 
of  the  old  Senators,  'With  which  he  did  not  meddle,  to 
be  called  over  •,  to  fupply  the  places  of  the  dead,  he 
nominated  firft  thofe,  who  had  exerctfed  fome  curule 
magiftracy,  according  to  the  order  of  time  in  which 
each  had  held  it.  He  aftprwards  nominated  thofc 
who  had  been  Plebeian  -ffidiles.  Tribunes  of  the-Peo- 
ple,  Prsetors  or  Qusftors  :  and  laftly,  thofe  who  had 
taken  fpoils  from  the  enemy,  of  obtained  the  civic 
crown. 

After  having  created  in  this  manner  an  hundred  and 
fcventy-fcven  Senators  with  the  general  approbation 
of  all  the  citizens,  he  abdicated  the  Did^orftiip,  and 
defcended  from  the  tribunal  as  a  private  perfon.  And 
having  ordered  his  Liftors  to  withdraw,  he  mingled 
with  the  crowd,  and  purpofely  remained  there  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  to  avoid  being  reconducted  home  in 
pomp  by  the  People.    But  his  modefty  did  not  cool 
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A.  R.  536*  the  ardour  q(  tbfc  cman$.    When  he  withdrew,  they' 
^16^*  formed  :&  very  numemus  train  forhmi,  and  attended 
him  quke  hojne  with  the  utmoft  zeal  and  refpoft. 
There  is  a  moderaiiiofi  and  wifdom  in  the  difcourfe 
and  cQn4ud  of  Butcos  that  canoot  be  too  much  cileem- 
cd  and  admired  .  It  was  a  fmall  number  of  fuch  Se^ 
gators  as  him,  who  always  detcnnined  the  opuucms 
of  the  whole  body  in  impcurtant  affaiiB,  and  were  in  a 
manner  the  fovl  pf  the  piihfic  jdeiiberations,  and  of 
the  government.    Happy  the  Legiihitures^  in  which 
thete  are  fuch  mfin>  and  whicK  know  how  to  fet  the 
right  value  upo9  their  merit ! 
Liv.  xxiii.     The  Conful  fet  out  the  next  nig^t  to  rejom  his  army, 
«4-  without  apprising  the  Senate,  aM  for  fear  they  ihould 

keep  Mm  in  theci^^  to  prefide  at  the  ele&ion  of  the 
Confulsfor  the  following  year.  .The  next  day  the 
B^9fim  was  of  opinion,  £a£  the  EMifhttDr  fliould  be 
wrote  tQ,  and  defitfd,  in  cafe  the  affairs  of  the  Com- 
mQmwealth  would  Adoaic,  to  come  to  Rome  for  the  dec* 
itioi)  of  Confuls,  and  to  bring  with  him  the  Geiicrd 
of  the  hede,  and  the  Praetor^  M^.  Marcelius,  in  or- 
der that  they  might  confult  them  in  perfon  upon  the 
prcient  ftate  c^  (he  Commonweakh,  and  in  concert 
pith  them,  take  fuch  measures  as  fhould  be  judged 
^  moft  prudfnt  and  falutary.  All  who  had  Ixeo 
jfent  for.  came  to^  Rome,  haArii^  left  their  Lieutenants 
ID  cofiWMd  the.  lemons.  The  Dli6bti:or,  after  lunr- 
ing  fppke  of  himtelf  in  few  words,  and  with  great 
moddfty,  and  with  the  hiisheft  praifes  of  the  wife  con^ 
duA  of  Ti.  Sen>pronius^  his  General  of  the  horfe,  fum* 
moned  an  afi^mbJly,  in  which  L.  Poftumius  was  cieat* 
ed  Conful  for  the  third  time,  with  Ti.  Sempranhas 
Gracchus,  The  fir&  was  abfent,  and  commanded  in 
Qa^:  the  fecond  was  at  Rome,  and  then  General  of 
the  hojrfe,  and  Cur!ute  £dile.  M.  Valerius  FhKcus 
and  Q:  Mucmus  Scrvola  were  afterwards  orated 
Pnetor&  The  D«3:ator,  after  having  cau&d  thcfe 
magiftrates  v>  be  jnomitaated,  returned  to  rejoin  fm 
airmy  at  Theanum,  leaving  the  General  of  the  horfe  at 
Rome»  whQ  was  to  enter  ixpon  die  ConfuUhip  fame 
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days  after^  and  to  whom,  for  chat  reafon,  it  was  necel-  A.R.  53^ 
iary  to  coofult  the  Senators  concerning  the  troops  that  ^^^f* 
were  to  be  raiied^  and  employed  -the  year  following 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Commonwealth. 
.    At  the  time,  whilft  they  were  moft  occupied  by  Llv.  xxili. 
thefe  cares,  news  came  that  L. .  Poflxin^ius,  Conful**' 
ckift,  had  periflied  in  Cifalpine  Gaul  with  all  the  troops 
under  his  command.     He  was  to  march   his  aO'my 
through  a  vaft  foreft,  which  the  Gauls  called  *  Utana, 
On  the  right  and  left  of  the  way  he. was  to  cake,  thofe 
people  had  fawed  the  trees  almoft  through  at  bottom^ 
m  fuch  a  manner  that  they  continued  uprig;ht,  but  fo» 
that  the  leaft  force  fufficed  for- throwing  tbem  doiirn. 
(This  fad  feems  icarce  probable,  and  ftill  le&  what 
fbUows.)    Poftumius  had  two  Roman  legions  with 
him,  which  with  the  alli^  that  had  joined  him  alon^ 
the  Mare  Superuv^ot  Adriatic  fea,  formed  a  body  of 
fifoecn.  thou&nd  meH^  at  the  head  of  which  he  had 
entered  the  enemy's  country.     The  Gauls,  who  wera 
pofted  at  the  extremities  of  the.foieft,  no  fooner  faw 
the  Romans  in  the  midft  of  it,  than  they  puflied  dow» 
the  fawed  trees,  that  were  moft  cfiftant  from  the  way « 
Theie  falling  upon  thde  neict  them,  which  did  the 
iame  on  others  that  the  leafk  blow  fufficed  to  throw 
flown^  crulhed  the  Romans,  arms,  men  andhorfes,  in 
fo  dn^dful  a  manner,  that  icarce  ten  of  them  efcaped. 
For  moft  of  ^  them  being  either  kilted  or  ftifled  by  the 
trunks  and  branchesof  the  trees  under  which  thev  lay; 
thofe^wfao  by  accident  efeaped  fo  dreadful  a  diuifter, 
were  immediavely  deftroyed  by  the  enemy^^  Who  had 
df^rfed  themfelves  compleatly  armed  in  the  adjacent 
places,  and  in  the  nntddle  of  thefoi-eft*  >  A  very'fmall 
number,  who  were  in  hopes  of  eicaping  by  a  bridge 
aV3r  a  river,  were  taken  by  the  GauU,  who  had  feized 
it  Tome  time  befofe.     It  was  here  Poftumius  feU,.after 
having  ufed  his  utmoftefibtts-notto  betaken prifoner. 
The  Boit  cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  in  triuniph 
with  his  arms,  and  the  reft  of  his  fpoils^  into  the  prin*-^ 
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A*  R.  53^  ctpal  temple  of  their  nation.  They  afterwards  extrafl:^ 
*^i6.^'  ed  the  brains  and  lined  the  fcuU  with  gold ;  and^  ac- 
cording  to  their  cuftom,  the jpriefts  and  minifters  of 
their  Gods  ufed  it  as  a  cup  for  the  libations  which 
they  made  in  their  facrifices,  and  to  drink  out  of  it  ac 
their  meals.  The  fpoils  they  took  were  proportioned 
to  their  vidory.  For  except  the  animals,  which  had 
been  crufhed  to  death  by  the  fall  of  the  trees,  no  part 
of  the  fpoils  was  loft :  all  was  found  upon  the  fpot 
where  the  arm^  had  perifhed,  nodii^  having  been 
carried  off  in  flight. 

When  the  news  of  fo  great  a  misfortune  was  brought 
to  Rome,  the  citizens  were  feized  with  fuch  forrow, 
that  the  fliops  were  immediately  ihut,  and  the  whole 
city  for  Ibme  days  feemed  a  folitude  )  every  body  con^ 
tinuing  at  home  as  at  midnight.  To  remove  this 
image  of  univerfal  affiidion  and  moumihg,  the  Senate 
ordered  the  iEdiks  to  m  through  the  ftreets,  and  caufe 
the  ihops  to  be  opened.  T.  Sempronius  then  having 
ailembled  the  Senate,  eonlbled  them,  ^^  and  havii^ 
bade  them  call  to  mind,  the  courage  and  conftancy, 
with  which  they  had  fuftained  the  defeat  at  Cannse, 
he  exhorted  them  to  arm  themfelves  with  courage,  and 
not  to  fuffcr  themfelves  to  be  overwhelmed  by  Irfi 
calamities.  He  gave  them  to  underfland^  that,  pro-- 
vided  affairs  Ihould  fucceed  againft  Hannibal  and  the 
Carthaginians,  as  there  was  room  to  hope,  the  war 
with  the  Gauls  mig^t,  without  hazard,  be  ddeired 
till  another  time.  That  with  the  aflHtance  of  the 
Gods,'  the  Roman  People  fhould  find  a  proper  occs^ 
iion  to  avenge  themfeives  for  the  fraud  and  artifice  of 
thofe  barbarians.  But  that  the  objed  which  ought  to 
employ  their  attention  at  prefent,  was  the  war  with 
the  Cartha^ians,  and  the  forces  which  they  fhould 
be  in  a  condition  to  bring  into  the  field  againfl  them:** . 
Liv.  xxiii*  He  b^an  himfelf  to  give  an  account  of  the  number 
*5*  of  the  horfe  and  foot,  as  well  citizens  as  allies,  that 

adually  ferved  in  the  Dictator's  army.  Marcellus 
then  gave  the  detail  of  his.  Thofe  who  knew  what 
troops  the  Conful  Vatro  had  with  him  in  Apulia,  were 
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aiked  concerning  them.  And  die  refult  of  this  ^i^^'^J** 
of  review  was,  uiBt  they  fhould  find  it  very  diffiaik  to  ^^^^  * 
form  Confular  armies,  capable  of  fuppordng  fo  im^ 
portanc  a  war.  For  this  reaibn,  whatever  caufe  there 
was  to  be  irritated  againft  the  Gauls,  it  was  reiblved  to 
abandon  that  enterprtze  for  the  prefent.  The  Di&a<« 
tor's  army  was  given  to  the  ConfuL  The  foldief  s  of 
MarceUus's  army,  who  had  fled  at  Cannar,  were  or^  ' 
dered  to  go  to  Sicily,  and  to  ferve  there  as  lone  as 
the  war  Ihould  continue  in  Italy.  It  was  alfo  judged 
proper  to  tranfport  thither  fuch  of  the  troops  of  the 
Didbtor's  legions,  upon  whofe  valour  they  could  leafl: 
rely,  without  fixing  them  any  time,  but  thataflij^ned 
by  the  laws  for  the  number  of  campaigns  every  citizen 
was  obliged  to  ferve.  The  two  legions  that  had  re- 
mained this  year  in  the  city  to  guard  it,  were  decreed 
to  the  Conful  that  Ihould  be  eleded  to  fucceed  L. 
Poftumius.  And  orders  were  given  for  two  legions  to  . 
return  immediately  from  Sicily,  out  of  which  the  Con- 
ful, to  whom  thofe  of  the  city  fhould  fall,  fhould  take 
what  nufriber  of  foldiers  he  fliould  have  occafion  for. 
The  Conful  Varro  was  continued  in  command  for  one 
year,  without  leflening  the  number  of  the  troops  he 
had  under  him  in  Apulia,  for  the  defence  of  that 
country. 

Whilfl  thefe  things  palled  in  Italy,  the  war  was  car-  Wv.  xxiii, 
ried  on  in  Spain  with  no  lefs  vigour.  The  Romans  *  '  *^' 
had  always  had  the  advantage  hitherto  in  that  province. 
The  two  Scipios  had  divided  their  forces,  fo  that  Cneus 
conllmanded  the  land-army,  whilft  Publius  kept  the 
feawith  hisfleeL  Afdrubal,  who  commanded  the 
Carthaginians,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  te£\St  the 
^  Romans  upon  either  element,  placed  his  whole  fecu- 
rity  iatbe,dt(tance  he  fet  between  him  and  the  enemy. 
It  was  not  till  after  he  hadufed  abundance  of  entreaties, 
and  made  many  inftances,  that  four  thoufand  foot  and 
five  hundred  horfe  were  fent  him  to  recruit  his  army. 
With  this  aid,  he  marched  and  incamped  near  the 
Romans,  believing  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  make 
head  againft  them  oy  land :  and  at  the  fame  time  he 
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A.  R.  fy6.  Ordered  his  ileet,  jafteb  havihg  fiippiied  it  with  all  that 
^l^f^  k  wanted^  to  defend  the  xOands.and  fea^coafts  in  the 
dependance  of  the  Carthagiiiiaiis* 

At  the  fame,  tiine  that  he  uied  Ms  utnoft  vndea- 
vaucs  to  reinitaiie  the  aifidffs.of  the  Caithaginioiis  in 
Spain^  he  liad  the  mortification  to  receive  advice,  thac 
the  Captains  who  commanded  Us  ihips,  had  deferted. 
After  the  grcat^reproaches  he  :  had  mode  them  for 
havii^  abandoned  the  fleet  Dear  the  Iberus  in  a  coward* 
ly  manner^  they  had  adhered  but  faindy  to  Alclni* 
bal^  and  the  imerefts  of  the  Carthagimans.  ^  Thejr  firft 
declared  forthe  Romans^  and  then  brooghc  orer  fe« 
reral  cities  in  the  country  of.  the.*^  Taitefiiiy  and  even 
took  one  by  force.  This^revbh  cAliged  Afilmbal  to 
remove  from  the  Romans,  in  order  xo  cacry  the  irar 
Hhat  way.  The  rebels  had  at  firft  confidarabk  advan-- 
tages  over  the  Carthaginkiis^  £>  that  Afibrubal  was 
afraid  to  keep  the  field :  but  thofe  fuccefles  became 
fatal  to  them.  Obferving  no  longer  dtfaer  order  or 
difcipline,  they  di^rfed .  on  aU  fid^  without  any  piae- 
caution*  Afcbubal  well  kriew  how  to  take  Ins  ad- 
vantage of  tfaeuf  negligence.  He.  fell  upon  them  when 
they  leaft  expeded  hun,  put  t^icm  to  the  mm,  and 
endrely  defeated  them.  .  This  viftory  obliged  the 
whole  nation  to  fubmit  to  him  the  next  day. 
LW,  xxiii.  Things  wecr  in  tliis  ftate,  when  Afdrubal  received 
^7*  orders  to  match  immediately  intx>  Italv.  The  repotc 
of  this  fpreading  in  Spain»  enorely  changed  the  face 
of  affidrs.  Ai&obal  pcrceilved  it  well.  He  wrott 
to  the  Senate  of  Carthage,  f»  in&rm  than  of  the  bad 
eSc^,  which  the  report  ^of  his  departure  had  already 
produced  thnw^out  the  whoie  country.  He  tidd 
them,  *^  that  if  he  quitted  the  province,  he  flKmld 
no  fooner  have  palled  the  ibertis,  than  it  would  de- 
ckre  entirely  for  the  Romans;  That  beiidesp  hia  noc 
having  either  General  otmop$  to  leave*  in  hb  place^ 
thofe  who  conunanded  the*  Roman  arnMs,  itete  Cap 
tarns  of  fuch.alnlities  in  war,  that  it  would l>e  h^hly 

*  Thefe  people  were  borderen  upon  Utd  Ibdnu  iiear  Anagoiu 
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difficult  to  make  head  againft  thcin  even  with  equal  A.  R.  51^- 
forces.  That  therefore,  if  they  were  dcfirous  to  pre-  ",4. 
ferve  Spain,  they  fhould  fend  him  a  fucceffor  at  the 
head  of  a  confiderablc  army  :  that  however  fuccefsful 
fuch  new  General  might  be,  it  could  not  be  without 
difficulty,  and  that  he  would  find  employment  enough 
in  his  command." 

Thefe  letters  at  firft  made  fome  impreflion  upon  the  ^jy,  xlhj. 
Senators  of  Carthage :  but  as  they  were,  preferably  to  *»•  ' 
all  things,  bent  upon  fupporting  themfelves  in  Italy, 
they  did  not  change  their  rcfolution  in  refpeft  to 
Afdrubal  and  his  troops.  They  made  Himilco  fet 
but  with  a  good  army  and  a  ftrong  fleet,  to  preferve 
and  defend  Spain  both  by  fea  and  land.  As  foon  as 
that  General  arrived,  having  provided  for  the  fafcty  of 
his  troops  and  fleet,  he  marched  to  join  Afdrubal  with 
a  body  of  cavalry  with  all  poflible  expedition.  When 
he  had  informed  him  of  the  decrees  of  the*  Senate,  and 
had  been  told  in  his  turn  in  what  manner  the  war  was 
to  be  made  in  Spain,  he  returned  to  his  camp,  placing 
his  whole  fafety  in  expedition,  and  continually  quit- 
ting the  places  through  which  he  pafled,  before  the  in- 
habitants could  take  any  mcafures  for  flopping  him. 
As  to  Afdrubal,  before  he  quitted  the  province,  he 
raifed  money  from  all  the  States,  that  continued  in 
fubjeftion  to  the  Carthaginians,  forefeeing,  that  he 
fliould  have  great  occafion  for  it  in  the  march  he  was 
going  to  undertake ;  after  which  he  moved  towards 
the  banks  of  the  Iberus. 

The  two  Roman  Generals  were  no  fooner  apprized  n^id.  28, 
of  the  orders  Afdrubal  had  received,  than  they  re-  *9* 
nounced  all  other  defigns,  and  joined  their  forces  to 
oppofe  his  departure.     They  rightly  perceived,   that 
it  that  General,  with  the  army  he  had  in  Spain,  fliould 
aftually  enter  Italy,  whcne  it  was  already  highly  dif- 
ficult to  refift  Hannibal  alone,  the  joining  of  the  two 
.  brothers  would  infallibly  be  followed  by  the  ruin  of 
Rome;     They  therefore  united  their  forces  upon  the 
hanks  of  the- Iberus,  and  having  pafled  that  river,  they 
'  marched  againft  Afdrubal.     For  fome  days  the  two 
'     Vol.  III.  M  m  armies 
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A^-  5%s.  armies  continued  incamped  at  five  miles  from  each 
^^^^*  other,  contenting  themfelves  with  Ikirmifliing,  whilft 
neither  feemed  to  think  of  aseneral  a£bion.  At  lehgth 
on  the  fame  day,  and  ahnoft  at  the  fame  moment,  the 
Generals  on  both  fides,  as  if  by.  concert,  save  the  fig- 
nal  of  battle,  and  came  down  into  the  plain  with  all- 
their  forces.  The  Romans  were  drawn  up  in  three 
•  lines  as  ufual,  which  were  the  Haftati,  the  Principes, 

and  the  Triarii.  The  cavalry  formed  the  two  wings. 
Part  of  the  light-armed  foldiers  were  placed  amonfi;ft 
thofe  in  the  front  rank,  the  reft  were  in  the  rear  of  £e 
army.  Afdrubal  pofted  the  Spaniards  in  the  main 
body,  with  the  Carthaginians  on  their  right,  and  the 
Africans  with  the  auxiliary  troops  on  their  left.  As 
to  the  cavalry,  he  placed  (hat  of  tne  Numidians  on  the 
right  wing  in  a  line  with  the  Carthaginian  infantry, 
and  the  reft  in  a  line  with  the  Africans.  He  did  not 
place  all  the  Numidians  on  the  right,  but  only  thole, 
'  who  led  two  horfes  at  once,  and  were  accuftomed,  in 
the  heat  of  the  adion,  to  leap  compleatly  armed  from 
that  which  was  tired  and  harrafled  upon  the  other  that 
Was  freih :  fo  great  Were  both  the  ability  of  the  riders, 
and  the  docility  of  the  horfes  in  adaptmg  themfelves 
fo  all  their  motions. 

The  Generals  on  both  fides  having  drawn  up  their 
armies  in  the  order  I  have  juft  faid,  had  different 
motives  for  hoping,  that  were  almoft  equally  founded. 
Their  troops  were  equal  enough  as  to  their  number : 
but  on  the  fide  of  the  ibldiers,  the  fentiments  and 
courage  were  highly  different.  For,  though  the  Ro« 
mans  were  makmg  war  far  from  their  own  country, 
their  Generals  had  not  omitted  to  perfuade  them,  that 
they  fought  for  Italy,  and  the  ci^  of  Rome  itfelf,  in 
preventing  the  two  brothers  ana  their  armies  firom 
joining.  For  which  reafon,  conceiving,  that  their  re- 
turn to  their  wives  and  children  depended  upon  the 
fuccels  of  this  battle,  they  were  determined  to  con- 
quer, or  to  die.  The  other  arm^  was  competed  of 
people,  who  had  neither  the  faine  ardour,  nor  the 
ian^e  refolution,  becaufe  the^  bad  not  the  fame  in- 
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terefts.  Mofl:  of  the  Ibldiers  were  Spaniards,  that  ^-i^- 53^* 
chofc  rather  to  be  defeated  in  Spain,  than  ta  conquer  *^ll^' 
there,  in  order  to  be  dragged  into  Italy.  Accordingly, 
thofe  who  were  in  the  main  body  gave  way  on  the  firft 
charge,  and  almoft  before  one  dart  had  been  thrown 
at  them :  and  afterwards  feeing  the  Romans  come  on 
"i^ith  abundance  of  vigour,  they  openly  took  to  flight. 
The  two  other  bodies  of  infantry  did  not  fight  with 
the  lefs  courage  on  this  account.  The  Carthaginians 
on  one  fide,  and  the  Africans  on  the  other,  charged 
the  enemy  with  great  ardour,  whom  they  kept  in  a 
manner  inclofed.  But  as  foon  as  the  infantry  of  the 
Romans  was  entirely  advanced  into  the  middle  in  pur- 
suing the  main  body  that  fled,  it  was  in  a  condition  to 
open  its  way  through  the  two  bodies  of  the  enemy's 
foot  that  attacked  it  in  flank  on  the  right  and  left. 
Though  it  had  two  attacks  to  fiiftain  at  once,  it  wa$ 
viftorious  in  both/  For  after  having  defeated  and 
put  to  flight  the  centre,  it  was  fuperior  both  in  valour 
and  number  to  thofe  that  remained.  There  was  a^ 
bundance  of  blood  flied  in  this  latter  part  of  the  bat- 
tle i  and  if  the  Spaniards  had  not  fled  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  adion,  very  few  of  fo  great  an  army  had 
cfcaped.  The  cavalry  did  not  charge  at  all.  For, 
as  foon  as  the  Moors  and  Niimidians  faw  victory  de- 
dare  for  the  enemy  by  the  defeat  of  the  main- body, 
they  fled,  and  driving  the  elephants  before  them,  lef^ 
the  two  bodies  of  the  infantry  uncovered.  Afdrubal, 
on  his  fide,  having  fuftained  the  battle  to  the  luft, 
cfcaped  from  the  midft  of  the  flaughter  with  a  fmall 
number  of  foldiers.  The  Romans  feized  and  plun^ 
dered  his  camp. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  battle  confirmed  fuch  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  party  of  the  Romans,  as  wavered 
before  between  them  and  the  Carthaginians  :  inftead 
of  which  Afdrubal  had  loft  all  hopes,  not  only  of  go- 
ing with  his  army  to  Italy,  but  even  of  continuing  in 
Spain  with  any  fafety.  This  good  fuccefs,  which  the 
letters  of  tht  Sciplos  made  known  at  Rome,  occafioned 
great  joy,  not  Qtrfy  becaufe  Afdrubal  had  been  defeat- 
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A.R-  53«.  cd  in  Spsdn,  but  becaufe  he  had  been  prcvcn^d  from 
^\'^^'  coming  to  Italy. 

In^he  events  I  have  been  relating,  we  fee  how  care- 
ful Providence  is  to  temper  and  ballance  good  and  bad 
fucceffes,  in  order  to  keep  mankind  in  a  wife  *  mean, 
equally  diftant  from  two  extremes,  by  infpiring  them 
with  fentiments  either  of  fear  in  the  moft  Imiling 
profperity,  or  of  hope  in  the  greateft  advcrfity. 


SECT.      III. 

Lcuhle  tax  laid  en  the  people  at  Rome.  Bijlribution  of  tie 
armhs,  Marcellus  is  eklled  ConfuL  Defeil  in  his 
'  ehSiion.  ^  Fabius  Maximus  fubjlituted  to  him.  New 
difpcjition  of  the  armies.  The  Carthaginians  fend  troops 
into  Sardinia.  3  he  Confuls  and  other  Gcrierals  r/^pm 
to  their  refpeEtive  provinces.  Philip  fends  Amha^adors 
to  Hannibal.  Stratagem  of  Xenophanesy  Cbuf  of  the 
embnjfy.  Alliance  made  between  Philip  and  Hannibal. 
Xenophanes^  with  the  reft  of  the  Ambaffadors^  is  taken 
by  the  Remans^  and  fent  to  Rome.  State  of  Sardinia. 
Enterprize  of  the  Campanians  againft  CMnue  fruftrated 
hf  Sempronius.  He  alfo  defends  Cum^e  againft  Hanni- 
bal. Vigilance  and  prudence  of  that  Confiu.  The  Am- 
bajj'adors  cf  Philip  and  Hannibal  brought  to  Rome. 
Meajures  taken  Jrf  the  Romans  againft  Philip.  That 
Prince  fends  new  Ambajfadors  to  Hannibaf.  Difcordat 
Nola  between  the  Senate  and  People.  Sardinia  revolts. 
It  is  entirely  fubje£}ed  by  Manlius  after  a  great  viSory. 
MarceUus  ravages  the  lands  of  HdnnibaPs  allies y  who 
implore  his  aid.  ^he  arnrf  of  Hannibal  is  beaten  before 
I^ola  by  Marcellus.  Single  combat  between  Jubellius 
avd  Claudius.  State  of  affairs  in  Spain.  Private  per* 
fins  fuppJy  the  Commonwealth  with  motuj.  The  Cartha- 
ginians beaten  twice^  together  in  Spain  by  the  Scipios. 

^  Sperait  infeftisy  metuit  fecundis 
Alteram  fortem  bene  praeparatum  FtStoi.       Horat. 
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XltZHILST  the  affairs  of  Spain  went  very  ill  on  the  A. R.  536. 
^  •  fide  of  the  Carthaginians,  Hannibal  laboured  Ant.c. 
with  indefatigable  application  to  fuftain  and  advance 
thofe  of  Italy.  Petellia  was  taken  by  the  Carthagi- 
nians :  Croto  and  Locris  by  the  Bruttii.  Rhegium 
was  the  only  city  of  that  canton,  that  continued  faitli- 
ful  to  the  Romans.  Sicily  alfo,  at  the  inftigation  of 
Gelo,  Hiero's  eldeft  fon,  inclined  to  the  Carthagi- 
nians. Gelo*s  death  deferred  the  effedt  of  this  dif- 
pofition  for  fome  time,  as  we  fhall  fhew  in  the  fequel. 

The  three  fons  of  M.  -ffimilius  Lepidus  celebrate 
funeral-games  in  honour  of  their  father,  and  give  com- 
bats of  gladiators  :  I  have  fpoke  of  thefe  combats  in 
a  former  part  of  this  volume.  The  great  Roman 
games  were  alfo  celebrated. 

The  fourth  year  of  the  war  with  Hannibal,  the  Con- 
ful T.  Sempronius  Gracchus  entered  upon  office  on 
the  Ides  of  March  (the  fifteenth)  as  well  as  the  Prscr 
tors.  The  People  were  dcfirous  that  M.  Marcellufl 
Ihogld  continue  to  command  in  quality  of  Pro-conful, 
becaufe  fince  the  battle  of  Cannse,  he  was  the  only 
General,  that  had  fought  Hannibal  in  Italy  with  ad- 
vantage. 

A.R.  537- 

Ti  Sempronius  Gracchus.  '^^^'  ^• 

^      '  *'^\.. 

The  Erft  day  the  Senate  affemblcd  in  the  Capitol  \^/  *"""'* 
to  deliberate  upon  the  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth, 
they  decreed,  that  this  year  the  citizens  (hould  pay 
double  the  ufual  tax,  and  that  out  of  half  the  total 
aoKXint,  which  fhould  be  levied  immediately,  the 
foldiers  Ihould  be  paid  the  arrears  aftually  due  to 
them  for  their  fervice.  Thofe  who  were  at  the  battle 
of  Cannas,  were  excluded  from  this  payment. 

As  to  the  armies,  the  Conful  Ti.  Sempronius,  in 
confequence  of  what  had  been  regulated  in  the  fame 
aflcmbly,  ordered  the  two  legions  of  the  city  to  ren* 
dezvous  at  Cales,  from  whence  they  were  to  march  to 
the  camp  of  Claudius  Marcellus  beyond  Sueffula. 
Mm  3  The 
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A.R.  ssT-Thc  Praetor,  Appius  Claudius  Pulchcr,  had  orders  to 
"Ant.  c.  ^^j^g  ^j^g  troops  of  that  diftrick,  which  were  principally 
the  remains  of  the  army  of  Cannse,  in  order  to  tranl- 
port  them   to  Sicily^  and  fend  back  thofc  to  Rome 
that  were  in  that  province.     M.  Claudius  Marcellus 
went  to  take  the  two  legions   of  the  city  at  Cales, 
whither  they  had  been  commanded  to  repair,  in  order 
to  march  them  into  the  camp,  called  the  Claudian 
camp,  from  his  name.     Appius  Claudius  ordered  T* 
Metilius  Croto,  his  Lieutenant,  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  the  old  troops,  and  to  carry  them  to  Sicily. 
Iav,  xxiii.      At  firil  every  body  expefted  with  impatience,  that 
3*'  the  Conful  would  appoint  an  affcmbly  for  the  nomi- 

nation of  his  coUegue.  But  many  having  obfervcd, 
that  Marcellus  had  been  removed  as  if  with  defign, 
for  whom  that  dignity  was  intended  preferably  to  aU 
others,  as  a  reward  of  the  glorious  aftions,  which  he 
had  done  during  his  Praetorfhip,  a  great  murmur  Zr 
rofe  in  the  Senate.  There  was  reafon  to  fufpcft,  that 
there  was  artifice  in  the  conduft  that  had  been  ob- 
fen-ed  in  rcfpeft  to  Marcellus.  He  was  a  Plebeian  5 
as  the  Conful  was  alfo.  It  is  probable  enough,  that 
the  Patricians  were  foj*  preventing  both  ConfuUhips 
.  from  being  filled  by  Plebeians ;  which  had  hitherto 
been  without  example.  However  this  conjedurc  were, 
which  the  fequel  will  appear  to  verify,  the  Conful, 
whofe  being  a  Plebeian  himfelf,  muft  exempt  him 
from  all  fufpicion  of  having  entered  into  this  combi- 
nation, and  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  fruftrate  it,  re- 
plied to  thofe  who  complained  :  "  Nothing  has  been 
"  done.  Fathers,  but  for  the  good  of  the  Common- 
^*  wealth.  It  was  proper,  that  Marcellus  fhould  go 
«  to  Campania  to  change  the  armies  there,  and  that 
*«  the  affcmbly  fhould  not  be  appointed  till  after  he 
*'  had  executed  his  commifllon,  and  was  returned  to 
"  Rome ;  in  order  that  you  may  have  fuch  a  Con- 
**  ful,  as  the  prefent  conjunftures  require,  and  you 
**  yourfelves  approve."  Accordingly  nothing  more 
was  faid  of  affemblics  till  the  return  of  Marcellus.  As 
£)on  as  that  happened,  one  was  held^  and  he  was 
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dcftcd  Conful  unanimoufly,  and  immediately  entered  A- R- 537. 
upon  office.     But  as  a  clap  of  thunder  was  heard  that     ^\\^  * 
moment,  and  his  eleftion  was  declared  defeftive  by 
the  Augurs,  he  abdicated,  and  Q^  Fabius  Maximus 
was  fiibi^ituted  in  his  place^  who  was  then  Conful  for   ^ 
the  third  time. 

This  declaration  of  the  Augurs  upon  the  pretended 
defed  in  the  election  of  a  fecond  Plebeian  Conful, 
may  with  reafon  be  fufpefted.  A  great  many  years 
will  pafs  before  this  firft  example  of  two  Plebeian 
Confuls  will  be  followed  by  a  fecond. 

Ti.  Sempronius  Gracchus. 
Q^  Fabius  Maximus,  III. 

The  Confuls  made  anew  diftribution  of  the  troops 
different  from  the  former  plan.  Fabius  had  for  him 
the  army,  which  M.  Junius  had  commanded  during 
his  Didatorfhip  :  and  his  collegue  Sempronius  twenty- 
Jive  thoufand  allies,  to  which  were  added  the  flaves, 
who  had  voluntarily  engaged  to  carry  arms  to  the 
number  of  eight  thoufand.  The  Prsetor  Valerius  had 
the  legions,  which  were  returned  from  Sicily.  Mar- 
cellus,  as  Pro-conful,  was  left  at  the  head  of  thofe, 
who  were  to  cover  Nola  beyond  SuefTula.  The  Prae- 
tors, to  whole  lot  Sicily  and  Sardinia  had  fallen,  fet 
out  for  their  provinces. 

Whilft  this  pailed,  when  Mago,  Hannibal's  bro- 
ther, was  uipon  the  point  of  lettins  out  for  Cartha^, 
in  order  to  carry  ta  luly  twelve  thoufand  foot,  fifteen 
hundred  horfe;  twenty  elephants,  and  a  thoufand 
talents  of  filver,  (an  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds) 
with  a  convoy  of  fixty  galleys,  news  came  that  the 
Carthaginians  had  been  defeated  in  Spain,  and  that 
all  the  ftates  of  that  province  were  gone  over  to  the 
Romans.  This  news  made  Carthage  change  the  de^ 
fign  of  fending  Mago  to  Italy ;  becaufe  fupplies  feem^ 
ed  more  neceffary  in  Spain.  At  the  fame  time  alfo 
another  event  happened,  which  made  them  ftill  more 
i^QOundAil  of  Hannibal :  this  was  an  occafion  that  of* 
Mm  4  fered 
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A.  K.  537.  fcred  of  recovering  Sardinia.     They  were  informed^ 
^Ti\^  "  ^^^^  ^^^  Romans  had  but  few  troops  in  that  ifland  -, 
Liv.  xxiii.  that  they  had  fent  a  new  Prsetor,  of  no  experience,  in 
3*'  the  room  of  Aulus  Cornelius,  who  had  long  govern- 

ed the  province^  and  who  knew  it  perfe(9:ly  welU. 
That  belides,  the  Sardinians  were  weary  of  the  Roman 
government,  which  the  year  bcfw-e  had  treated  them 
with  exceeding  rigour,  in  obliging  them  .  to  furniflx 
money  and  corn  beyond  their  powen  That  they  want- 
ed only  a  leader  to  rcVolt,'*  Thefe  complaints  were 
carried  to  Carthage  by  deputies,  who  fecretly  fent 
thither  the  principal  perfons  of  the  nation,  ana  efpe- 
cially  Hampficoras,  the  moft  confiderable  of  them,  all 
by  his  credit  and  riches.  The  news  from  Spain  and 
Sardinia,  which  came  at  the  fame  time,  having  excited 
both  hope  and  fear,  they  feiu  Mago  to  Spain  with  his 
fliips  and  troops,  and  chofe  Afdmbd,  firnan^  the 
Bald,  for  the  expedition  of  Sardinia,  with  forces  very 
near  equal  to  thofe  commanded  by  Mago.  Hannibal 
in  the  mean  time,  who  on  his  ikle  had  the  moft  preft 
fing  occafion  for  aid,  and  who  faw  his  forces  decreaib 
every  day»  muft  have  been  in  great  uneafinefs  and  per- 
plexity. 

The  Roman  ConfuU,  on  their  fide,  had  no  fboncr 
fijiifhed  the  affairs  which  kept  them  in  the  city,  than 
they  prepared  to  fet  out  for  the  army,  Semproniu4 
ordered  the  troops  he  was  to  command  to  repair  to 
Sinuefla  by  a  day  afiigfted  them.  Q^  Fabius  alfo  fet 
out,  in  01  dcf  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army^ 
after  having  commanded  the  inhalutants  of  the  coun*- 
try,  according  to  the  permiffion  he  had  obtained  fot 
that  purpofe  from  the  Senate,  to  carry  all  their  grain 
into  the  fortified  cities  before  the  firft  of  June  ;  de^ 
darings  that  as  ta  thofe,  who  ihould  not  have  (4)eycd)| 
he  would  ravage  their  lands,  fell  their  flaves  by  auo 
tion,  and  bum  their  houfes.  The  very  Praetors  who 
had  been  created  for  the  adminiftratioo  of  juftice^  were 
not  exempted  from  the  funftions  of  war.  Valmu^ 
was  fent  into  Apulia^  to  receive  the  army  from  Varroi^ 
and  to  make  it  go  to  Sicily  under  the  command  of 
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fome  Lieutenant-general ;  whilft  he  put  hinjfelf  at  the  ^^  $g« 
head  of  the  legions  that  returned  from  Sicily,  and  3^,^ 
employed  them  for  the  defence  of  the  fea-coafts  be- 
tween Brundufium  and  Tarentum,  with  the  afliftancc 
of  a  fleet  of  twenty-five  Ihips,  of  which  the  command 
was  alfo  given  him.  Q^^Fulvius,  Praetor  of  the  city, 
with  a  like  number  of  fhips,  was  appointed  to  guard 
the  coafts  adjacent  to  Rome.  Varro,  who  was  conti- 
nued in  command,  but  only  in  employments  of  little 
importance,  and  remote  from  the  enemy,  had  orders 
to  levy  troops  in  the  territory  of  Picenum,  and  to 
aft  for  the  fafety  of  that  country.  T.  Otacilius  Craf- 
fus  had  no  Iboner  confecrated  the  temple  of  Prudence, 
than  he  was  fent  into  Sicily  to  command  the  fleet  in 
the  ports  or  upon  the  coails  of  that  ifland. 

All  the  Kings  and  nations  had  their  eyes  upon  the  Liv.  xzffi. 
famous  quarrel,  that  had  armed  the  two  moft  power-  33« 
ful  people  of  the  earth.  Philip,  King  of  Macedonia, 
intcrcfted  himfelf  particularly,  being  a  nearer  neigh- 
bour than  any  of  the  reft  to  Italy,  from  which  he  was 
feparated  only  by  the  *  Ionian  iea.  As  foon  as  he  was 
informed,  th^c  Hannibal  had  pafled  the  Alps,  he  was 
rejoiced  to  fee  two  fuch  powerful  Republicks  at  blows 
with  each  other :  and  as  long  as  their  ftrength  feemed 
^qu2>l,  he  did  not  know  for  which  of  the  two  to  wifh 
that  viftory  njight  declare.  But,  when  he  was  inform-* 
ed,  that  Hannibal  had  defeated  the  Romans  in  three 
battles,  which  he  had  fought  with  themr  almoft  upon 
the  iieck  of  each  other,  he  was  no  longer  in  fufpencd 
iibout  determining  for  the  fide  of  the  viAor.  Advices  Poiyb.  ▼• 
that  he  received  loon  after,  confirmed  Kim  in  tiut  1^439.  ' 
(biuti^n.  Whilft  he  was  prefent  at  the  celebration  ctf 
theNemasan  games  at  Argos,  a  courier  arrived  froni 
-  Macedonia,  with  the  news,  that  the  Romans  had  loft 
a  great  battle.  TThi*  was  evidently  that  of  Cann«. 
tie  inpparted  this  only  to  Demetrius  of  Pharos,  who^ 
as  we  have  faid,  had  taken  refine  with  that  Prince, 
^fter  the  Romans  had  reduced  him  to  quit  lilyricum, 

•  Part  of  th^  Meditcnanean  t)ctwccn  Greece  and  Sicily. 

Demetrius 
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A.  R.  537*  Demetrius  took  the  advantage  of  this  occafion  to  anf- 

^%h?*  "^^^  ^^^  ^^^  *  ^^^  ^^*  ^^^  Romans,  to  which,  faid 
he,  the  Gods  themfelves  feemed  to  invite  him,  fo  fa- 
vourable was  the  prefent  conjun^re.  He  rcpreiented 
to  him,  that  in  the  prefent  condition  of  Rome,  which 
had  neither  aid  nor  hope,  he  might,  by  jdning  his 
numerous  forces  with  thofe  of  Hannibal,  aiTure  him- 
felf  of  the  conqueft  of  Italy ;  after  which  it  would 
be  eafy  for  him  to  make  himfelf  monarch  of  the  uni- 
verfe;  a  noble  ambition^  that  became  no  one  better 
than  himfelf. 

A  young  King,  fuccefsful  till  then  in  his  under-- 
takings,  bold,  enterprizinff,  and  befides  of  a  famSy 
that  had  always  flattered  memfelves  with  one  day  at- 
taining univerfal  empire,  could  not  but  be  inclumted 
with  fuch  difcourfe.  He  therefore  frwn  thenceforth 
meditated  nothing  but  giving  peace  to  Greece,  where 
he  was  adually  at  war  with  the  iEtoIians,  in  order 
that  he  might  turn  His  whole  thou^ts,  and  all  his 
Aac.  Kft.  forces,  on  the  fide  of  Italy.  We  have  given  the  de- 
tail of  this  negociation  elfewhere,  and  have  repeated^ 
after  Pc^ybius,  the  wife  reBe&ions  of »  deputy  from 
Naupa£lu6,  who  reprefented  both  to  Philip  and  the 
Greeks,  of  what  importance  it  was  to  unkc»  if  they  de- 
lired  not  to  be  crufhed,  either  by  the  Romans  or  Car- 
thaginians, that  is,  by  that  of  the  two  people,  which 
flK>uld  be  viftorious  in  the  war  they  were  then  making 
upon  each  other.  But  we  muft  not  omit  obfervins 
iiere,  that  from  that  moment  all  Greece  (and  (bon  af- 
tcr  Afia)  had  their  eyes  fixed  folely  upon  the  Weft,  at 
firft  either  upon  Rome  or  Carthage,  and  afterwsirds 
upon  Rome  only,  as  if  the  States  and  Kings  of  the 
Eaft  and  South  had  from  that  time  fbreleen,  that  it 
was  from  the  Weft  they  were  to  receive  mafters. 
.  Philip,  after  having  made  peace,  returned  into  Ma- 
cedonia, where  Demetrius  continued  his  warm  folli*- 
citations,  fpeaking  of  nothing  but  the  grand  projeft, 
with  which  he  had  fo  fuccefsfulty  began  to  infpire  him. 
And  the  Prince's  thoughts  turned  upon  nothing  elfe 
night  and  day,  fo  that  hia  convetwion,    and  even 
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dreams,  were  iblcly  cngrofled  by  the  war  with  the  Ro-  A.R.  537* 


mans.    Polybius  obfervcs,  that  it  was  not  out  of  friend-        * 


fliip  for  the  King,  that  Demetrius  was  (o  warm  and 
tenacious  in  giving  him  this  advice,  but  out  of  hatred 
for  the  Roman  Commonwealth,  and  becaufe  there 
was  no  other  means  for  him  to  re-inftate  himfelf  in 
the  ifland  of  Pharos.  It  is  ufual  for  flatterers  to  coVcr 
their  ftlf-intcrefted  views  under  the  malk  of  wann 
and  paflTionate  zeal ;  as  it  is  for  Princes  to  abandon 
themfelves  blindly  to  counfels,  that  flatter  and  gratify 
their  paflions. 

Philip,  after  the  battle  of  Cannae,  put  what  he  had 
refolved  the  year  before  in  execution,  and  fent  Ambai^ 
fadors  to  Hannibal,  to  congratulate  him  upon  his  vic- 
tories, and  to  make  an  alliance  with  him.  Thofe 
Ambafladors  took  great  care  to  Ihun  the  ports  of 
Brundufium  and  Tarentum,  knowing  they  wer6 
guarded  by  the  fhips  and  troops  of  the  Romans.  They 
therefore  landed  near  the  temple  of  Jano  at  the  •pro- 
montory, which  gave  the  name  of  Lacinian  to  that 
Goddels.  From  thence,  croflTing  Apulia  in  their  way 
to  Capua,  they  fell  dircftly  into  me  middle  of  the  Ro- 
man troops,  tnat  guarded  the  country,  and  were  car- 
ried before  the  Praetor  Valerius,  who  was  then  en- 
camped at.Luceria.  Xenophanes,  chief  of  the  em- 
bafly,  was  not  at  all  confounded.  He  told  Valerius 
boldly,  that  he  came  from  King  Philip  to  demand  the 
amity  and  alliance  of  the  Romans.  That  he  was 
charged  with  orders  from  his  mailer  for  the  Confuls, 
Senate,  and  People  of  Rome,  and  that  he  defired  to 
be  condufted  to  them.  Valerius,*  charmed  with  the 
advantageous  ofix^rs  of  fo  powerful  a  King,  at  a  time 
when  the  Commonwealth  was  abandoned  by  its  antient 
allies,  received  thefe  Ambafladors  from  an  enemy  zi 
friends  and  guefts.  He  gave  them  ^ides,  whom  he 
commanded  to  carry  them  the  fafcft  way,  and  very 
carefully  to  inform  them  which  pofl:s  were  occupied 
by  the  Romans,    and  which  by  the  Carthaginians. 

*  Lacinian  i^omontory  near  Croto  in  Odabcia. 

Xenoip 
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A.R.s^7' Xenophanes  pafled  through  the  midfl:  of  the  Ram^it 

»»5 


^*    '  troops  into  Campania ;  and  from  thence  with  the  firft 


opportunity  of  eicaping>  repaired  to  Hannibal's  camp» 
and  made  an  alliance  with  him  in  the  name  of  Philip^ 
of  which  the  conditions  were :  *^  That  the  King  of 
Macedonia  fhould  come  to  Italy  with  as  ftrong  a  fleet 
as  he  could  fit  out :  (this  was  fuppofed  to  be  about 
two  hundred  fhips^  that  he  ihould  ravage  the  coafts 
of  Italy,  and  on  his  fide  fhould  make  war  with  all  his 
forces,  both  by  fea  and  land.  That  when  they  fhould  be 
reduced  into  fubjcftion,  Italy,  with  the  city  of  Rome, 
and  the  whole  fpoils,  fhould  remain  to  Hannibal  and 
the  Carthaginians.  That  they  fhould  afterwards  go  io 
conjundion  into  Greece,  and  make  war  upon  fuch 
nations  as  Philip  fhould  dired ;  and  that  all  the  coun- 
tries, as  well  on  the  continent,  as  the  iflands  that  bor- 
der upon  Macedonia,  fhould  be  annexed  to  the  domi- 
aions  of  that  Prince.'* 

Livy  repeats  only  the  little  I  have  cited  of  this 
treaty.  Polybius  has  preferved  the  whole,  of  which 
i  think  it  incumbent  on  me  not  to  deprive  the  reader. 
Thefe  fr^ments,  which  fbew  antient  cuftoms,  efpc- 
cially  in  a  point  of  fuch  importance  as  that  of  trear 
ties,  mufl  feem  valuable,  and  excite  our  curiofity. 
Poiyixvii.  *'  Treaty  of  alliance,  made  by  oath  between  Han- 
501— 505.  u  ^jjgj  ^j^g  General^  Mago,  Myrcal,  Barmocar,  and 
*'  all  the  Senators  of  Canhage,  then  with  him  (Han- 
f'  nibal)  and  all  the  Carthaginians,  that  ferve  under 
^^  him  on  the  one  fide  ;  and  on  the  other  between 
**  Xenophanes  the  Athenian,  the  Ion  of  Cleomachus, 
<^  fent  to  us  as  Ambaflador  for  King  Philip,  the  foil 
,«(  of  Demetrius,  as  well  in  his  name  as  in  the  name 
^'.of  the  Macedonians,  and  of  the  allies  of  his 
>'  crown. 

*^  In  the  prefence  of  Jupiter,  and  Juno,  and  A- 
**  polio;  in  the  prefence  of  the  tutelar  divinity  of  the 
(^^Carthaginians,  and  of  Hercules,  and  of  lolaus;  in 
\"  the  prefence  of  Mar5,  of  Triton^  and  Neptune  ;  in 
"  the  prefence  of  the  Gods,  that  accompany  our  ex- 
«'  pedition,  and  of  the  iun^i  and  of  the  moQD»  and  of 
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^  the  earthy  in  the  prefence  of  the  rivers,  of  the  A.  R.  53/. 
«  fields,  and  of  the  waters ;  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  ^l'^ 
**  Gods,  that  Carthage  acknowledges  for  its  mafters  ;         \ 
**  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  Gods,  that  are  the  mafters 
**  of  Macedonia,  and  of  all  the  reft  of  Greece ;  in  the 
*•  prefence  of  all  the  Gods,  that  prefide  at  this  Treaty : 
**  Hannibal  the  General,  and  all  the  Senators  of  Car- 
**  thagc  that  air  with  him,  and  all  the  foldiers  of  his 
*«  army,  have  faid  : 

•*  With  your  good  pleafure  and  ours,  there  fliall 
**  be  a  treaty  of  amity  and  alliance  between  you  and 
*«  us  as  friends,  allies,  and  brothers,  on  condition, 
*•  that  King  PhiKp  and  the  Macedonians,  and  all 
**  the  allies  they  have  amongft  the  other  Greelcs,  Ihall 
**  preferve  and  defend  the  Carthaginian  Lords,  and 
**  Hannibal  their  General,  and  the  foldiers  under  his 
**  command,  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces  de- 
**  f)endant  upon  Carthage,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
*«  Utica,  and  all  the  cities  and  nations  in  fubjeftion 
**  to  the  Carthaginians,  and  all  the  foldiers  and  allies, 
**  and  both  the  cities  and  nations,  which  have  joined 
^  us  in  Italy,  Gaul,  Liguria,  and  whofoever,  in  that 
**  region,  fliall  enter  into  amity  and  alliance  with  us. 
^  In  like  manner  the  Carthaginian  armies,  and  the 
^  inhabitants  of  Utica,  and  all  the  cities  and  nations 
**  in  fubjeftion  to  Carthage,  and  the  foldiers  and  al- 
•*  lies,  and  all  the  cities  and  nations,  with  which  we 
**  have  amity  and  alliance  in  Italy,  in  Gaul,  in  Li- 
•*  guria,  and  with  which  we  may  contract  amity  and 
^  alliance  in  this  region,  fliall  preferve  and  defend 
•*  King  Philip,  and  the  Macedonians,  and  all  their 
«  allies  amongft  the  other  Greeks.  We  do  not  feek 
«  to  furprize  each  other,  we  lay  no  fnares  for  each 
*«  other.  We,  the  Macedonians,  declare  ourfelves  ' 
**  from  our  hearts  with  affeftion,  without  fraud,  with- 
**  out  delign  of  deceiving,  enemies  to  all  thofc  who 
«  fliall  be  fuch  to  the  Carthaginians,  except  the  ci- 
^'  ties,  ports,  and  Kings,  with  whom  we  are  engaged 
**  by  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance.  And  we,  the 
^  Carthaginians,  alfo  declare  ourfelves  enemies  to  all 
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A^-  sir*  «^  thofe,  who  ihall  be  fuch  to  King  Philip,  except 
Aii^  **  ^^  Kings,  cities,  and  nations^  with  whom  we  arc 
<«  engaged  by  treaties  of  peace  and  alliance.  You^ 
«^  the  Macedonians,  ihall  enter  into  the  war  which  we 
«^  have  with  the  Romans,  till  it  ihall  pleaie  the  Gods 
*^  to  mrt  good  fuccefs  to  our  arms  and  yours.  You 
*^  iludl  aifift  us  with  all  that  ihall  be  neceflaiy,  accord* 
*^  ing  as  ihall  be  agreed  in  that  refpeft.  It  the  Gods 
^  do  not  give  us  the  vidory  in  the  war  againifc  the  Ro- 
^  roans  and  their  allies,  and  we  ihould  treat  of  peace 
^  with  them,  we  ihall  treat  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
.^  that  you  may  be  included  iif  the  treaty,  and  on 
**  conditions  that  they  ihall  not  be  allowed  to  declare 
^  war  againit  you ;  that  thev  ihall  not  be  mafters  of 
^  thr  Corcyreans,  nor  of  the  Apollionates,  nor  of 
*^  the  Epidanmiums,  nor  of  Pharos,  nor  of  Dimallum, 
^  nor  of  the  Parthini,  nor  of  Adntania ;  and  that 
**  they  fliall  reftorc  fo  Demetrius  of  Pharos  his  rcla- 
^  tions  whom  they  detain  in  their  dominions.  If  the 
^^  Romans  declare  wara^ainft  you,  or  againit  us,  we 
^  then  will  aflUl  each  other  according  to  the  necefiity 
^  of  the  occaiion.  We  will  aA  in  the  fame  manner, 
*^  in  cafe  any  other  ihall  make  war  againit  us,  except 
**  in  refpe&  to  the  Kings,  cities,  and  nations,  to 
<*  whom  we  ihall  be  friends  and  allies.  If  we  ihall 
^  judgp  it  proper  to  add  any  thing  to,  or  retrench. 
^<  any  thing  from,  this  treaty,  we  will  not  do  it  without 
?*  the  confent  of  both  parties." 

This  treaty  is  an  authentick  proof  of  the  common 
opinion  that  prevailed  an^oi^  all  nations,  that  the 
good  and  bad  fucceiies  of  war,  and  in  general  all  the 
events  of  life,  depend  abfolutelv  upon  the  Divinity, 
and  that  there  is  a  Providence,  tnat  regulates  and  dif* 
^fes  all  things. 

The  words  in  the  prefince^  repeated  fo  often  in  i^ 

few  lines,  ihews  how  much  the  Pagans  themfelves 

(^  were  convinced  that  God  is  aAuallv  prefent  in  the  ce- 

^  remony  of  making  treaties,  that  he  hears  all  the  ar-. 

tides  of  them,  and  that  he  refenres  to  himfelf  the 

puniihment  of  thofe  who  dare  to  violate  any  of  them, 
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and  infult  his  lacred  name,  that  has  been  inyoked  to  A.R.5S7« 
them.  ^^'^ 

In  what  aftonifluAent  fliould  Mre  be,  ^  our  Anibaf- 
fadors  ihould  think  fit  to  ufe  in  treaties  the  invocation 
6f  faints  as  often  as  the  Pagans  did  that  of  their  Gods^ 
of  whatever  rank  they  were^  for  they  had  differenc 
kinds  of  them. 

Such  were  very  near  the  conditions  of  the  treaty 
made  between  Hannibal  and  the  Ambaiiadors  of  Ph^ 
lip,  Hannibal  fent  Gifgo,  Boftar,  and  Mago,  with 
them  to  confirm  the  alliance  with  the  King  in  peribn4 
They  all  repaired  together  to  the  fame  temple  of  Juno 
Lacinia,  where  the  Slip  of  the  Macedonians  was  con^ 
cealed  in  the  road.  They  embarked  there :  and  were 
out  at  fea,  when  they,  were  perceived  by  theRomaa 
Slips  that  guarded  the  coafts  of  Calabria.  P.  Valerius 
deuched  fome  light  vefTels,  with  orders  to  purfue  the 
ihip,  that  had  Men  feen,  and  to  bring  it  in.  The 
Ambafladors  at  firft  did  their  utmoft  to  efcape.  But 
feeing  that  their  purfuers  were  upon  the  point  of  com* 
ing  up  with  them,  they  furrendered  themielves  of 
theit  oiyn  accord  to  the  Romans.  When  they  were 
brought  to  Valerius,  he  afked  them  who  they  were, 
from  whence  they  came,  and  whither  they  were  go- 
ing. Xenoohanes,  whofe  firft  lie  had  fucceeded  fo 
welU  replied  at  firft,  ^^  that  King  Philip  had  fent  him 
as  Ambaflador  to  the  Romans  :  but  that  it  had  been 
impoflible  for  him^to  crofs  Campania,  which  he  had 
found  full  of  the  enemy's  troops.**  The  Carthaginian 
habits  having  made  the  Roman  General  fufpeA  Han^ 
,nibal*s  Ambafladors,  he  interrogated  them,  and  their 
anfwer  fully  difcovercd  them.  Having  intimidated 
them  by  the  terror  of  puniihment,  he  obliged  them  to 
deliver  the  letters  to  him  which  Hannibal  had  wrote 
to  Philip,  and  the  treaty  which  had  been  concluded 
between  that  Prince  and  the  Carthaginians.  When 
Valerius  was  informed  of  all  that  he  defired  to  know, 
he  judged,  that  the  beft  he  could  do  was,  as  foon  as 
poflible,  to  fend  the  i>rifoners  he  had  taken,  and  all 
the  perfona  in  their  train^  to  the  Senate  at  Rome,  or 
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A.  R.  5?7^  to  the  Confuls  whcrcfocver  they  fhoutd  be.  For  thii 
^I'f'  purpofe  hechofefive  of  the  lighteftgaDies,  which  he 
made  fet  out  under  the  command  of  L.  Valerius  An- 
tias,  to  whom  he  gave  orders  to  fcparate  the  deputies, 
by  putting  them  in  different  fhips,  fd  that  they  might 
have  no  communication  with  any  body,  nor  cvcii-with 
one  another. 

When  we  unite  all  the  misfortunes,  that  happened 
to  the  Romans  in  the  courfe  of  one  and  the  fame  year, 
m  one  point  of  view :  fifty  dioufand  men  killed  at 
Gannae  with  the  flower  of  their  Generals  and  Senators  ; 
foon  after  another  army  entirely  deftroyed  with  the 
Conful  in  Gaul ;  the  almoft  general  defedtion  of  the 
illies ;  the  orders  fent  to  Afdrubal  to  march  with  his 
whole  army  to  Italy,  and  to  M^go,  another  of  Hanni- 
bal's brothers,  to  carry  thither  twelve  thoufand  foot, 
fifteen  hundred  horfe,  and  twenty  elephants :  add  to 
this  the  new  treaty  of  Philip  upon  the  point  of  iendif^ 
ft  fleet  of  two  hundred  fail  againft  them,  and  to  attack 
them  with  all  his  forces  by  fea  and  land  :  I  repeat  it, 
when  we  unite  all  thefc  circumftances,  which  might, 
and  even,  morally  fpeaking,  muft  have  concurred  to- 
gether, fo  wifely-  were  the  meafures  concerted,  docs 
not  the  ruin  of  Rome  feem  abfolutely  inevitable,  and 
can  we  believe  but  that  her  end  is  juft  at  hand? 
But,  if  this  be  fo,  what  becomes  of  the  clear  and  evi- 
dent prediftion  of  her  future  greatnefs  laid  down  in 
the  Scriptures  ?  Is  it  difficult  for  the  Almighty  to 
difpel  all  thefe  dangers,  and  to  make  them  entirely 
Vanifli  ?  And  this  is  what   happens.     The  moment 
Afdrubal  is  upon  the  point  of  fetting  out,  a  batde 
judicioufly  fought  and  gained  by  the  Scipios,  flops 
him  ihort.     The  news  of  this  blow  carried  ^to  Car- 
thage, prevents  Mago*s  voyage.     The  taking  of  Phi- 
lip's Ambaffadors  difconcerts  all  the  defigns  of  that 
new  enemy.     We  fliall  fee,  that  Rome,  in  the  midft 
of  all  thefe  ftorms,  retains  a  tranquillity  and  con- 
ftancy,  that  have  fomething  prodigious  in  them.   But 
let  us  go  on  with  the  hiftory. 
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•;  On  the  report  made  by  Mammula,  that  was  re- A.  R.  517. 
.turned  from  his  government  of  Sardinia,  of  the  Hate  ^l*^' 
of  that  province,  of  the  ficknefs  of  Q^Mucius  his  Liv.  xxiii. 
fucceflbr,  of  the  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  to  a  3** 
general  revolt,  and  of  the  rumour  of  an  approaching 
irruption  of  the  Carthaginians,  the  Senators  ordered 
Q^  Fulvius  Flkccus  to  levy  five  thousand  foot,  and 
four  hundred  horfe,  and  to  make  that  legion  fet  out 
immediately  for  Sardinia,  under  fuch  a  General  as  he 
ihould  think  fit  to  chufe,  to  command  it  and  the 
jother  troops  already  in  the  province,  till  Q^  Muclus^s 
health  Ihould  be  re-eftabli(hed.  This  commiflion  wai 
^iven  to  T,  Manlius  Torquatus,  who  had  been  twice 
Conful  and  Cenfor,  and  had  fubjeded  .  the  Sardinians 
in  his  firft  Confulfliip.  Almoft  at  the  fame  time,  the 
fleet  which  the  Carthaginians  fent  under  the  command 
of  Afdrubal  the  Bald,  having  met  with  a  dreadful 
ftorm,  was  driven  on  ihore  at  the  iflands  Baleares.  All 
^he  crews  had  fufFered  exceedingly,  and  the  bodies  of 
the  Ihips  had  been  fo  violently  (battered,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  draw  them  on  Ihore,  and  to  employ 
a  very  confiderable  length  of  time  in  refitting  them. 

To  return  to  Italy,  as  the  battle  of  Cannae  had  Liv.  jmilu 
much  reduced  the  ftrength  of  the  Romans,  and  the3s-*37* 
voluptuoufnefs  of  Capua  had  foftened  the  courage  of 
the  Carthaginians,  the  war  was  carried  on  no  longer 
with  the  fame  vigour.     The  Campanians  undertook 
to  fubjeft  the  people  of  Cumae  to  their  yoke.     They   ' 
^t  firft  employed    foUicitations,   to  induce  them  to 
quit  the  party  of  the  Romans.     But  not  being  able 
to  fucceed  by  that  method,  they  had  recourfe  to  ftra- 
tagem,  in  order  to  furprize  them.     They  invited  the 
Senate  of  Cumae  to  a  facrifice,  which  was  to  be  made 
in  the  little  city  of  Hama,  where  the  Senate  was  to 
bp  prefent.     The  people  of  Cumae  fufpefted  fome 
.treachery  ;  however,  they  did  not  fail  to  accept  the  of- 
fer, with  the  view  of  making  the  Campanians  fall 
into  their  own  fnare.     They  immediately  gave  advice 
of  what  pafled  to  Semprohius,  who  at  that  time  in- 
camped  near  Li(crnum,  and  caufed  him  to  be  told^ 
'  Vol.  III.  ^  N  n  that 
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A*».  537.  that  not  only  the  Senate,  but  the  pcopk  and  army  of 
Ant-  <^-  Capua,  would  be  at  the  facrifice.  The  Conful  or- 
**^  dcrcd  them  to*  remove  all  their  effc6b  out  of  the  coun-^ 
try  into  the  city,  and  to  keep  themfclves  (hut  up 
within  the  walls.  As  to  him,  the  evening  before  the 
facrifice,  he  be^an  his  march  to  approach  Cumas, 
which  was  but  three  miles  from  Hama.  The  Cam- 
panians  were  already  affembled  there  m  great  ntwa- 
ters.  The  ceremony  was  to  hft  three  days.  It  be- 
gan in  the  evening,  and  ended  before  midnight.  Scm- 
pronius  believed  tnis  the  time  for  attacking  the  Cam- 
panians.  Accordingly  he  fet  out  about  two  hours 
before  the  fetting  of  the  fun,  and  arriving  at  Hama» 
in  great  filence  about  midnight,  he  entered  at  once 
through  all  the  gates  of  the  camp  of  the  Campani- 
ans,  which  he  found  much  neglefted,  as  happens  with 
people,  who,  after  having  eat  and  drank  plentifully^ 
are  very  fleepy.  Moft  of  them  were  killed,  fomc  m 
their  beds,  where  they  were  in  a  manner  buried  in 
fleep ;  and  the  reft  as  they  returned  unarmed  from 
the  facrifice.  The  Campanians  loft  above  two  thou- 
sand men  in  this  nocturnal  flaughter,  with  their  chief 
Marius  Alfius.  Thirty-foul*  colour^  were  taken. 
Sempronius  did  not  lofe  an  hundred  foldiers,  and  re- 
mained mafter  of  the  camp. 

After  having  plundered  it,  he  retired  haftHy  W 
Cumae,  apprehending  that  Hannibal,  who  was  in- 
camped  upon  the  mountain  Tifata  above  Capua» 
might  come  to  attack'  him.  Accordingly,  on  die 
firft  rumour  of  this  furprize,  he  fet  out,  and  marched 
with  abundance  of  expedition  towards  Hama,  per- 
fuading  himfelf,  that  he  fliould  find  the  Romans  ftill 
there,  and  that  an  army  compofed  chiefly  of  raw  fol- 
diers, and  even  flayes,  blinded  by  their  fuccefi, 
would  amufe  themfelves  with  taking  the  fpoils  of  the 
enemy,  and  with  gathering  the  plunder.  But,  what- 
ever diligence  he  had  ufed,  he  found  no  enemies  at 
Hama,  where  he  faw  onJv  the  traces  of  the  defeat  of 
his  allies,  and  the  earth  lirewed  with  their  dead  bo- 
dies. 

Tht 
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Tht  hext  day  he  beficged  Sefnpramus  in  Ci\\xm  \  ^j^- s^fd 
not  did  this  dnterprize  fucCQed  better.  The  bdieged  l\'^  '* 
ctofended  tjiemfelves  widh  intrepid  valQUJr.  Seeing 
one  of  Hannibal's  towers  ^Igced  againft  tihe  waUs^ 
they  fet  it  pn  ftre,.  by  means  of  abundance  of  torchesi 
i^ich  they  tIir;€W  into  it  all  at  once.  This -fihe  put 
the  enemy  into  cpnfufion.  The^RjoxnansMnmediately 
feljied  t^rcHigh»two  of  the..igatcs  of  die  city  at  once, 
fliod  repulfed  the  Carthaginians  as  fa^r  as  .choir  Mm^ 
with  fuch  vigour^  that  Hannrbal,  md  not  the.  Cofifut^ 
itemed  thftt.day  to  be  beficged  About  thirmon  liun* 
dM  Carthagii^iaos  were  ^iileid  .to  tiiis  oStioti  ;  and 
fifty-nifie  wdre  taken  alive,  v  SetnjJroiiiuisidid  not.ftiif 
tin  the  tnimy  ktid  rtcorcrecjl  themfclves  froiii  ^eir 
eoollerAataon,  to  ifound  the  retreat,  and  draw  off  his 
ttoops  into  the  cityi  The  mxx,  day,  Harimittal  flatt©-* 
iijg  ibimfeli) .  that  the  Conftfl,  flulhed  wi-rfi  ihi  advan* 
t^e  he  hid  gained,  would,  ofier  him  baittieiii  fotnni 
drew  up  his  army  between  the  camp  and  the  cityi 
But  lylied  he  faHr^  that  fhc  cnoniy  cohtdntdd  them-     ^      - 

fdyes  with  {defending  thcit  walls  is  ufual,  withdui:  ha* '^     : 

^ding  aoy  tkin^  r^lj^,  he  recurnied  into  hiis  oaosp 
^Tij^ta.iwya  the  alortifkation  .and  coofuTioh  ^of* 
having  «nifled  hil  ainl.       <    ;  ,  i    . 

^  The  Conful  Scm{)Com<w  waS  a  General  t/  expend 
fnce,  .vigilant^  md  •  ACtcntiTC  .to  erery  lihbg,  md_ 
|£)ewed  ia6  Icfs  prudence  tiiah  ^dtivicy  and  vaioiM-i 
When  the  deputies  of  Gumac  applied  tahinr,  tbcy 
^cMrtdJkimrtisrl  hdvK  biA^  atLitei-nurh^  As*  He  had 
no  enemy  aftually  upon  his  hands,  he  there  DfXacie  fab 
{ifOpps  frequently  perfbmi  cxerfcifes,  in  order  that  tht 
new  ibldier^/  mod:,  of  whom:  Were  flaves,  that  bad 
lifted  Voluntarily,  Were  taught  to  fo3k>w  ijhedr  colours) 
aiCkd  know  tb|sir.  ranks  in  batttle«  Hb  principal  cari 
wa8  to  keep  up  a  good  unddrftandin^  %mbti^&  xhttm 
tor  this  reafon;  to  prcvwit  qtianrels^  <*  hi  ofdeired 
jMa  I  lieutenant  and  tfae  Tribones  expl-cfiiy:  to  forhii^ 
the  foldiers  to  reproach  any  one  with  his  former  con- 
ditioA)  andt&aji4ll  of  thcdi,  old  foidi\*fs  atid  riew, 
freemen  and  flaves,  fhOuld  coilfeht  to  be  treated  in 
N  n  a  th^ 
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A.  R.  537- the  fame  manner.  He  reprcfented  to  them,  that  xiicf 
^\'^  ought  to  think  *  all  thofc,  to  whom  the  Commoir^ 
wealth  had  confided  her  arms  and  enfigns,  were  fuffi^ 
ciently  honourable*  That  the  fame  reafon,  which 
had  obliged  them  to  afk  in  this  manner,  required, 
that  they  (hould  fupport  what  they  had  dont.**  The 
foldiers  were  no  Icfs  careful  to  conform  to  thefe  wife 
admonitions,  than  the  officers  to  give  them  ;  and  fo 
great  a  concord  was  foon  feen  to  take  place  in  this 
army^  that  the  condition  from  which  each  was  taken 
to  be  made  a  foldier,  was  in  a  manner  entirely  forgot. 
At  the  fame  time,  that  Sempronius  Gracchus  made 
Hannibal  raife  the  fiegc  of  Cumse,  another  Sempro- 
nius, firnamed  Loneus,  gained  a  battle  in  Lucania 
againft  Hanno,  in  which  he  killed  him  two  thoufand 
men,  with  the  lols  of  only  three  hundred,  and  took 
one  and  forty  cnfigns*  M,  Valerius  the  Praetor  re- 
took three  cities  of  the  Hirpuii,.  that  had  revolted 
from  the  Romans* 
Lit  xxiu.  ^^^^^  ^^^^  things  paffed,  the  five  gaHcjrs,  that 
ji*  '"'carried  to  Rome  the  Ambafladors  of  Phikp,  and 
thole  of  Hannibal,  that  had  been  taken  prifoners,  af- 
ter having  coaited  almoft  all  Italy  from  the  Adriadc 
gulf  to  the  Tufcan  fea,  paffed  almoft  oppofite  to  Cu- 
HMB.  ^  Sempronius,  who  did  not  know  whether  thofc 
{hips  belonged  to  the  Cocrimonwealth  or  to  the  enemy, 
detached  fome  of  his  fleet  after  them,  to  know  who 
thdy  were,  .  From  the  qiieftions  and  anfwers,  that 
paffed  on  both  fides,  Valerius,  who  commanded  the 
fivegallies,  learnt  that  one  of  the  Confuls  was  at  Cu- 
mse.  He  immediately  entered  the  port  of  that  city,, 
and  delivered  the  prifoners  in  his  cuftody  to  Sempro- 
nius, with  Hannibal's  letters  to  Philip.  When  the 
Conful  had  read  them,  he  fealed  them  up  again  care- 
fully, and  fent  them  by  land  to  the  Senate,  ordering 
Valerius  to  continue  his  voyage  by  fea  with  his  pri- 
foners.    The  letters  and  prifoners  arrived  at  Rome 

*  Omnet  fatis  honeflos  generofoue  duoeren^  q;uibus  amui  fua^* 
ttaque  Populus  Romanos  commififet^    Liv* 

almoft 
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enquired  into,  and  the  Ambafladors,  diat  were  pri-  ^^^' 


almoft  at  the  fame  timi.    When  the  affair  had  been  A..R.  5J7. 
fpners,  interrogated,  their  anfwers  agreeing  with  what    *^^' 


was'  contained  in  the  letters,  the  Senators  were  in  exr 
tpeme  anxiety  to  find,  that  at  a  time  when  they  were 
fcarce  able  to  make  head  asainil:  Hannibal,  they  were 
tipon  the  point  of  having  &>  formidable  an  enemy  as 
Philip  upon  their  liands.  But,  far  from  fuiFering 
themfelves  to  be  difcouraged  by  fear,  they  immedi- 
ately deliberated  upon  the  means  for  carrying  the  war 
firft  into  Macedonia,  in  order  to  prevent  that  Prince 
from  attacking  them  in  Italy.  Where  do  we  find  the 
like  relblution  and  greatneis  of  foul  ? 

After  having  imprifoned  the  Ambafladors,  and  fold 
thofe  of  their  p*ain  by  au&ion,  they  decreed,  that  five 
and  twenty  new  gallies  fhould  be  fitted  out,  to  join 
the  twenty-five  commanded  by  P.  Valerius  Flaccus. 
When  they  were  in  a  condition  to  put  to  fea,,  they 
took  with  them  the  five  that  had  brought  the  prifoners, 
ahd  all  together,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  let  fail  from 
Qftia  for  Tarentum.  P.  Valerius  had  orders  to  em-, 
hark  the  troops,  which  had  formerly  fervcd  under 
Varro,  and  which  were  then  under  the  command  of 
the  Lieutenant  General  Apuftius  in  Tarentum  ;  and 
with  this  fleet,  compofed  of  fifty  fhips,  not  only  to 
defend  the  coaits.  of  Italy,  but  alfo  to  enquire  into 
tjie  motions,  that  might  be  made  on  the  fide  of  Mace- 
donia. He  had  orders  alfo,  in  cafe  Philip  fhould  feem 
to  aft  in  conformity  to  what  the  treaty  and  letters, 
found  upon  his  Ambafladors,  declared,  and  to  the 
anfwers  they  had  given,  to  give  advice  of  it  to  M.  Va- 
lerius, in  order  that  the  latter,  leaving  the  command 
of  his  army  to  L,  Apuftius,  might  take  the  fleet  at 
Tarentum  to  carry  it  immediately  to  Macedonia,  and 
keep  Philip  in  his  own  dominions.  The  money  which 
had  been  fent  to  Appius  Claudius  in  Sicily  to  pay 
what  had  been  borrowed  of  King  Hicro,  was  appro- 
priated to  the  fubfiftence  of  the  fleet,  and  of  the  troops 
employed  in  the  war  of  Macedonia.  L.  Apuftius 
cauied  it  to  be  carried  to  Tarentum.  Hiero  alfo  fur- 
N  n  3  niflied 
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A'R.  53r-  nijhcdtwb  hundred  tHorrfand  buftcls-of  wfccat^  and  a» 
'^^*  p*  handrcd.thoufanrf  of  bairfcy. 

^'  WliiBS:  the  Romaits  ^yere  employed  in.  thefe  prepa- 
ration^, the  Macedonian  Ihips,  which  had  been-  takcrt 
and  feht  toTjtome  with  the  nvc  of  the  Romans-,,  found 
means  to  efcape,  arid  returned  into  Macedonia,  PK- 
Ifp  was  thereby  informed,  that  the  Ambai&cfors  had 
b«en  feized  wirii  the  letters  thr^  were  to  bring  to  him* 
Bat  not  having  any  knowledge  ofthptreaty^  whicfr 
his  Ambaflidors-  had  made  with  Hanntfaaf,  nor  of  the 
aitfwcr  thofc  of  Hannibat  were  to  defiVer  hhn,  hedtf- 
patched  a  fecond  Embaffy  with  the  feiwe  orders  and 
the  fame  powers.  Thefe  frconcJ  Ambai&dorsf  were- 
more  fortianate  than  the  fitft.  But.  the  campaign  end- 
ed before  fheKmg  of  Macedonia  couH  undertake  any 
thing;  fo  important  fbr.Rcme  was  tiie  taking  of  one 
(hip,  and  the  A  mbafladors  it  carried,  in  deterring  a 
War  for  an  whole  year,  that  mighty  iatheprefent  con^ 
jtinfture,  have  become  fatal  to  hen 

Fabius,  after  having  expiated  the  prodigies^  that 
difturbed  the  public  tranquility,  paifed:  the  Vuftw- 
nus,  and  having  joined  "his  Collegue,  they  afted  iir 
concert  in  the  neighbourhood  or  Capua.  Fabm^ 
retook  fome  cities  by  force  which  had  declared  for 
Hannibal. 

A&  to  Nola,  things  thete  wero  in  the  ftmie  fitnation 
as  the  year  before.  The  Senate  adhered  firarfy  to 
the  Romans,  and  the  People  were  for  Hannibal  The 
latter  carrfed  on  the  plot  for  d'eliverin^  up  the  city, 
after  having  maffacred  the  principal  citizens.  But, 
to  prevent  the  fuccefe  of  it,  Fabius  marched  and  oc- 
cupied the  poft  of  Marceliu^s  beyond  Sueffiila  between 
Capua  andHannibaFs  army,  which  was  nearTifetar 
and  he  fent  MarccUus-to  Nolla  with  the  trodps:hc  com- 
rtanded,  for  the  prefervation  of  that  city. 
Uv.xxiii.  ifl  Sardinia,  T.  Manllus  revived  the  vigor  of  the 
*^'  *'•  Roman  arms,  which  had  drooped  exceedingly  fince 
the  illnefs  of  Q^  Mucius.,  Manlivis  phced  hisr  fleet 
in  fafety  in  the  port  of  Carafes  (now  Caglianriv)  and 
ftavio^  made  the  Crews  take,  arms,  he  joined  thelfe 
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with  the  troops  he  h«d  received  from  the  Pnetor ;  ^-J^-  537* 
and  formed  of  the  whole  an  army  of  twenty  thoufand  ^l'^" 
foot,  and  twelve  hundred  horfe.  He  was  very  fuc- 
cefaful  againft  the  natives  of  the  country,  which  would 
haive  terminated  the  war  of  Sardinia,  if  Aidrubal  the 
Bald,  with  the  Carthaginian  Fleet,  which  the  ilorm 
had  driven  upon  the  iflands  Baleares,  had  not  arrived 
very  opportunely  to  encourage  the  People,  who  were 
upon  the  point  of  fubmitting  again  to  the  Romans. 
MinUus  hsid  no  fooner  received  advice  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Carthaginian  Heet^  than  he  returned  to  Caraks : 
which  made  it  eafy  «for  Hampficoras  the  General  of 
the  Sardinians  to  join  Afdrubal.  The  latter,  .having 
landed  his  troops,  and  fent  back  his  (hips  to  Carthage, 
ietout  with  Hampficoras,  who  knew  the  country, 
to  plunder  the  lands  of  the  Roman  allies.  He  would 
have  advanced  to  Carales,  if  Manlius  had  not  marched 
to  meet  him  with  hi^  army,  and  had  not  put  a  flop  to 
the  ravages  which  he  was  making  in  che  country. 
The  two  armies  incamped  at  no  great  diilance  from 
each  other :  which*  at  lirft  occafioned  frequent  flcir- 
miihes,  wherein  both  fides  had  the  advantage  alter^ 
nately.  They  at  length  came  to  a  general  battle^ 
which  continued  four  hours.  The  Sardinians  fought 
with  little  vigour,  ^s  ufual ;  and  the  Carthaginians  kept 
the  yi£toty  in  fufpence  during  that  time.  They  at  laft 
gave  way,  when  they  faw  the  army  of  the  Sardinians 
routed,  and  the  earth  covered  with  the  bodies  of  the 
flain.  Manlius,  having  made  the  wing  that  had  de^ 
feated  the  Sardinians,  advance,  furrounded  them  at 
the  time  they  turned  their  backs.  It  was  then  a  flaugh^ 
ter,  rather  than  a  battle.  Twelve  thoufand  remained 
upon  the  field,  as  well  Carthaginians  as  Sardinians. 
About  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  were  taken,  with 
twenty  enflgns. 

What  made  this  battle  the  more  glorious  and  memo^ 
rable  was,  that  Afdrubal  himfelf,  who  commanded 
the  enemy,  was  taken  prifoner  with  Mago  and  Hanno, 
two  perfons  of  the  firil  quality  of  Carthage.  Mago 
was  of  the  Barciniah  family,  and  a  near  relation  of 
N  n  4  H:in- 
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A.  11. 537.  Hannibal.     Hanno  was  the  author  of  the  revolt  of  the 
*^*"  ^'   Sardinians,  and  confequently  of  the  war  which  had 
*  ^"     enfued.     The  Sardinian  Generals  alfo  made  this  vic- 
tory of  the  Romans  the  more  glorious  by  their  dif- 
f*  race.     For  Hioftus,    the  fon  of  Hampficoras,  was 
iiled  in  the   battle;    and  Hampficoras,    who  had 
cfcaped  by  flight  with  a  fmall  number  of  horfe,  had 
no  iooner  heard  of  his  Ton's  death,  which  compleated 
'    ^is  misfortunes,  than  he  killed  himfelf. 

Cornus,  the  capital  city  of  the  diftrift  where  the 
battle  was  fought,  ferved  for  a  retreat  to  the  reft. 
Fuc  Manlius  having  invefted  it  with  his  viftorious 
army,  made  himfelf  matter  of  it  in  fomc  days.  By 
the  example  of  Cornus,  the  other  cities,  which  had 
joined  Hampficoras,  and  the  Carthaginians,  feat  him 
hoftages,  and  furrendered  to  him.  After  having  cx- 
afted  money  and  provifions  from  each  of  them,  ac- 
cording to  their  power,  he  retired,  to  Carales  with  his 
army.  He  there  made  his  foldiers  embark  on  board 
the  Ihips,  which  he  had  left  in  the  port,  and  returned 
to  Rome.  Having  informed  the  Senate  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  Sardinia,  ^e  delivered  the  money  he  had  brought 
away  to  the  Queftors  or  Treafurers,  the  provifions 
that  remained  to  the  ^diles,  and  the  prifoners  to  the 
Prastor  Fulvius. 

At  the  fame  time  T.  Otaccilius,  having  failed  from 
Lilybseum  into  Africa  with  his  fleet,  ravaged  the 
country  of , the  Carthaginians :  and  from  thence,  fteer- 
ing  his  courfe  towards  Sardinia,  whither  it  was  faid 
Afdrubal  was  lately  gone  from  the  iflands  Baleares ; 
'  iie  met  his  fleet  returning  to  Africa  j  and  after  a 
flight  battle,  took  feven  fliips,  with  the  foldiers 
and  mariners  on  board.  Fear  difperfed  the  reft,  like 
a  ftprm. 

Bomilcar  was  more  fuccefsful.  He  landed  at  Lo- 
cris  with  a  recruit  of  foUr  thoufand  foldiers,  and 
forty  elephants,  and  with  all  forts  of  provifions, 
which  he  brought  from  Carthage  for  the  army  of 
Hannibal, 

Marccllus, 
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Marcdlus,  who  had  been  fcnt  to  Nola  by  the  Con- A,^  537* 
ful  Fabius,  did  not  remain  idle  there.     He  made  in-  ^*  ^* 
curfions  into  the  countries  of  the  Hirpini  and  Samnites  tiv.  xxm^ 
of  Caudium ;  and  put  all  to  fire  and  fword  in  fuch  a**»  ♦5* 
manner,  that  he  made  thofe  people  call  to  mind  the 
ravages  they  had  fufFercd  in  their  wars  with  the  Ro- 
mans.    In  this  extremity  they  fent  deputies  to  Hanni- 
bal to  implore  his  aid. 

The  chief  of  the  Embaflfy^  "  after  having  mention- 
ed the  wars,  which  they  had  in  former  times  fuftained 
during  almoft  an  hundred  years  with  the  Romans, 
and  boafted  the  ardor  and  fidelity  of  their  attachment 
to  Hannibal,  added,"  "  We  believed  that  we  had 
'J  nothing  to  fear  from  the  anger  of  the  Romans,  as 
**  long  as  we  fhould  have  fo  powerful  and  fuccefsful  a 
"  General  as  you  for  our  proteftor  and  friend.  And 
**  notwithftanding,  whilft  you  are  not  only  viftorious 
**  and  triumphant,  but  being  prefent  in  perfon,  can 
**  hear  the  cries  and  gipans  of  our  wives  and  children, 
**  and  fee  the  fires  that  confume  our  houfes,  we  have 
"  undergone  all  this  fummer,  and  ftill  aftually  fuffer 
'*  fuch  dreadful  ravages,  that  it  feems  to  be  Marcel- 
^*  lus,  and  not  Hannibal,  that  gained  the  battle  of 
**  CannsB.  We  in  former  times  withftood  Confuls 
♦*  and  Dictators  with  numerous  armies  :  but  now  wc 
**  are  the  prey  of  an  handful  of  foldiers,  fcarce  fuffi- 
**  cient  to  .defend  the  city  of  Nola,  where  they  are  in 
**  garrifon.  If  our  youth,  that  now  ferve  in  your  ar- 
"  my  were  in  their  country,  they  could  defend  it  well 
^^  againft  thefe  robbers,  that  ran  to  and  fro  in  fmall 
"  bodies  with  as  much  negligence  and  fecurity,  as  if 
**  they  were  walking  in  the  fields  about  Rome.  S^nd 
•*  a  fmall  number  of  Numidians  againft  them,  which 
**  will  fuffice  to  over-power  them".  .  You  undoubtedly 
"  will  not  rcfufe  your  proteftion  and  fupport  to  thofe, 
**  whom  you  have  not  thought  unworthy  of  your 
*^  amity  and  alliance."  Hannibal  replied  obligingly, 
"  That  he  would  foon  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Romans  to  hurt  them.  Then  reminding  them  in  em-- 
phatical  terms  of  his  paft  exploits,  he  aifured  them, 
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A.  R.  js7«that  as  the  battle  of  Thrafymenus  had  been  more  glo^ 
^I'f*  rious  than  that  of  Trebia^  and  the  vifloiy  of  Cannae 
'^*  had  afterwards  edipfed  that  of  Thrafymenus^  {oy  ere 
long,  he  would  make  that  of  Cannas  be  forgot  by  one 
ftill  more  bloody  and  more  famous/'  After  haring 
fpoke  in  this  manner  to  them,  be  difmiiTed  them  with 
great  prefents.  Accordingly,  having  left  a  fmall 
number  of  foldiers  to  guard  the  camp  at  Tifata,  he 
marched  with  the  reft  of  his  army  towards  Nola,  af* 
furing  himfelf  of  an  eafy  vi&ory,  from  what  his  dlies 
had  told  him,  concerning  the  weaknefs  and  negligence 
of  Marceilus. 
Xiv.  xxlii.  Hanno  at  the  fame  time  quitted  the  country  of  the 
43— 46*  Bruttii,  and  repaired  towards  Nola  with  the  foldiers 
and  elephants,  which  Bomilcar  had  brought  Hanni- 
bal, who  was  incamped  not  far  from  that  city,  hav- 
ing examined  every  thing  with  abundance  of  care» 
perceived  that  his  allies  had  only  made  falfe  reports, 
and  told  him  things  quite  otherwife  than  they  really 
were.  For  Marceilus  a£ted  with  great  prudence,  not 
coming  out  to  plunder  the  country  without  a  ftrong 
body  of  troops,  and  till  he  had  fent  fcouts  to  view 
the  neighbouring  places,  and  provided  for  a  retreat 
in  cafe  of  being  attacked  :  and  l^tly,  with  the  fame 
precautions,  as  if  he  had  been  to  engage  with  Han- 
nibal himfelf.  And  on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  kept 
his  foldiers  clofe  within  the  city. 

Hannibal  having  attempted  in  vain  to  corrupt  the 
fidelity  of  the  Senators  or  Nola,  drew  up  his  troops 
round  the  place,  with  defign  to  attack  it  on  all  fides 
at  once.  Marceilus  feeing  him  near  the  walk,  made 
a  vkorous  falley.  The  Carthaginians  were  at  firft 
put  into  diforder,  and  fome  of  them  were  killed.  But 
they  rallied,  and  the  forces  being  become  equal  on 
both  fides,  they  began  to  fight  with  great  ardor  and 
animofity.  The  action  had  been  one  of  the  moft 
memorable,  if  a  vblent  ftorm,  that  came  on  fud- 
denly  attended  with  heavy  rains,  had  not  obliged  the 
combatants  to  feparate.  About  thirty  Carthaginians 
were  killed  in  this  attack  ;  Marceilus  did  not  Ide  one 
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rAM.     The  rain  continued  aB  night,  and  great  part  A^ -is/ 
of  the  next  moriiing.  \^^^  * 

The  third  day  Hannibal  fent  out  part  of  his  tr<30p% 
to  forage.  Marcellus  immediatety  marched  out  with 
his  air  my  in  order  of  battle,  and  Hannibal  did  not  de- 
cline fighting.  It  was  about  a  thoufand  paces  be- 
tween his  c*mp  and  t^e  cky.  In  thii  fpace^  which 
was  part  of  a  great  plam,  thaC  (ikrrounded  the  city  on 
all  fides,  they  fought.  Both  armies  railed  great  cries 
at  firft,  which  made  thofe  of  the  Carthaginian  fbra^ 
gers  that  were  not  far  ofi^  rejoin  their  army  foon  after 
the  battle  began.  The  kitebitants  of  Nola*  ©flSrred 
alfo  to  join  the  Romans :  but  Marcellus,  havings 
praifcd  their  zeal,  ordered  them  to  form  a  body  of 
referve,  to  affift  him  m'  cafe  of  need,  and  m  the  riieait 
time  to  content  <heff>felv«s,  with  carrying  oS  the- 
wounded  from  the  prefsi,  without  fighting,  unlefs  he 

.  gave  them .  the  fignal. 

It  was  doubtfut  ft)r  which  fide  viftory  wrndd  dechrc; 

,  J^^th  fides^,  animated  hy  iht  fpeeches  and  example  of 
their  Generals,  fowght  with  the  unwoft  ardor.  Mar^* 
ceBus  reprefcnted-  to  his  tFOops^  *'  That  if  they  aflle* 
with  any  rigor,  they  wotrid  foon  d'tjeat  troops  they 
had  alr^y  overcome  three  days  before-,  tbac  harf 
very  lately  been-  driven  from'  before  Cutu^  (by  the* 
Conful  Sempronius)  and  that  himfelf,  thoogh  mth 
other  fbldiers',  had  beaten  and  pu«  to^fllghc  the  pre*-*  . 
ceding  year  before  No!a.  *  That  alt  the  forces  of  the* 
Garthagimans'  were  not  together,  a  great  part  of  thenY  * 
being  Afperfed  about  the  country  to  plunder.  That 
thofe  who  fought  were  foldiers  of  na  force  and  vr-' 
gour,  enertated  by  the  pfcafunes  of  Capua,  where* 
mey  had  paflfed  the  whole  winter  in  alt:  kinds  of  exce& 
and  debauch.  That  t^ey  had  vsctcvfy  loft  that  cou-- 
fage  and  force,  wrth  which  they  had  waercome  all  the 
difficulties  of  paflStig  the  Alps  and  Pyrenees,  That 
they  were  only  the  remains  of  thofe  finft  Carthagrn?- 
ans  :  that  they  had.  fcarce  retained  fufficient  vigor  to 
ftiftain  the  weight  of  tliesr  bodie?.  amd  arms^     ThatI 

•  •        Capuii 
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A.JR*  537-*  Capua  had  been  to  the  Carthaginians  what  Canas 
^it?*  ^^  ^^  *^  Romans.  That  it  vas  there,  that  Han- 
nibal had  loft  the  valour  of  his  foldiers,  the  vigour  of 
military  difcipline,  the  glory  he  had  acquired  by  his 
paft  adions,  and  all  the  hopes  he  had  conceived  for 
the  time  to  come." 

Whilft  Marcellus,  to  raife  the  courage  of  his  peo- 
ple, depreciated  the  Caithaginians,  Hannibal  himielf 
reproached  them  in  a  much  rougher  manner.    ^^  I  fee 
*^-here/'  faid  he,  "  the  fame  colours,  and  the  fame 
^  arms,  as  at  Trebia,    Thrafymenus,   and  Cannae: 
«^  but  I  do  not  fee  the  fame  foldiers.    How  I  can  you 
^  fcarce  fuftain  the  charge  of  a  fingle  legion,  and  a 
<«  fmall  body  of  Latines,  commanded  by  a  Roman 
*^  Lieutenant,  you,  whom  two  CcMifuls,  and  two  con- 
^  fular  armies,  could  not  withltand  ?  This  is  the  fe- 
^  cond  time  that  Marcellus,  with  new  raifed  men 
^  and  the  burghers  of  Nola,  has  come  to  atuck  us 
*^  with  impunity.     What  is  become  of  that  Cartha- 
««  ginian,  who  cut  off  the  Conful  Flaminius's  head, 
<*  after  having  unhorfed  him  ?  What  is  become  of 
«^  him,  that  killed  L.  Paulus  after  the  battle  of  Can- 
**  nae  ?  Are  your  fwords  blunted,  ^re  your  arms  be- 
«  numbed  ?  What !.  you  ufed  without  difficulty  to 
^  conquer  armies  much  more  numerous  than  your 
«'  own ;  now,  when  you  have  the  advantage  of  num- 
<'  ber,  are  you  not  able  to  withftand  an  handful  of 
**  foldiers  ?  Brave  only  with  your  tongues,  you  brag 
«  that  you  would  take  Rome,  if  you  were  only  led  to' 
«'  its  walls.    The  enterprize  in  queftion  is  much  leis 
«*  difficult.     The  proof  to  which  I  this  day  put  your 
f<  courage  and  force,  is  to  take  Nola.     This  city  is 
^  fituated  in  the  midft  of  a  plain,  and  has  neither 
"  river,  nor  fea,  to  defend  it.     Carry  it  by  ftorm  j 
**  and  when  you  are  enriched  with  the  plunder  of  fo 
**  opulent  a  place,  PU  lead  you,  or  Pll  follow  you, 
"  wherefocver  you  pleafe." 

•  Capuam  Annibali  Cannas  fuifle.  Ibi  virtutcm  bellicam,  ibi  mi- 
litarem  difciplinaniy  ibi  praeteriti  temporii  famam,  ibi  fpem  futonua 
extinftaim    Liv. 

Neither 
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Kdthcr  reproadieS)  nor  praifes^  could  infpire  tlieni  ^-  «^ 
with  courage*  They  gave  way  on  all  fides,  and  as  ,Jj.  * 
the  natural  bravery  of  the  Romans  increafed  every 
moment,  as  well  from,  the  exhortations  and  praifes  of 
their  General,  as  the  applaufes  given  them  by  the 
people  of  Nolafrom  the  walls,  the  Carthaginians 
openly  fled,  and  retired  full,  of  termr  into  their  capip« 
The  vidoriou^  Romans  immediately  prepared  to  at* 
tack  them  in  it.  But  Marcellus  made  them  draw  off 
into  the  city,  where  they  were  received  with  exceed* 
ing  joy  and  great  acclamations,  even  by  the  People, 
who  till  then  had  inclined  to  the  fide  of  the  Cartha-^ 
ginians. 

The  Romans  killed  this  day  more  than  five  thou* 
fand  of  the  enemy,  to6k  fix  hundred  prifoners,  nine^ 
teen  colours,  and  two  elephants,  of  which  four  were 
killed  in  the  field  of  battle.  Marcellus  did  not  lole 
a  thouiand  men.  .  The  next  day  there  was  a  tacit  truce, 
during  which  they  buried  their  dead.  Marcelluit 
burnt  the  fpoils  of  die  enemy  in  honour  of  Vulcan^ 
to  whom  he  had  promifed  to  facrifice  them. 

The.  third  day  after  the  battle,  twelve  hundred  and 
fevemy-two  of  the  SpaniCb  and  Numidian  horfe,  ei* 
ther  through  difcontent  for  fome  bad  treatment  they 
had  received,  or  in  hopes  of  ferving  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage under  the  Romans,  went  over  from  Haniii* 
bal's  camp  to  Marcellus.  Nothing  of  this  kind  had 
yet  happened  to  Hannibal..  For  though  his  army  . 
was  compoled  of  many  barbarous  nations,  and  all  a$ 
difierent  in  their  manners  as  languages,  he  had  how- 
ever kept  up  a  good  underftanding  and  ftriA  unk)a 
between  them.  Thefe  horle  ferved  the  Romans  after- 
wards with  abundance  of  zeal  and  fidelity.  When  tjie 
war  Ti^as  over,  each  of  them  had  fetdements  and  landls 
given  them  in  their  own  countries,  as  a  reward  fo0 
theii!  fervices.  Hannibal^  having  ient  backHanmr 
into  the  country  of  the  Brutdi  with  the  troops  he 
brought  from  thence,  went  to  winter  in  Apulia,  and 
incamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arpi. 

Q.Fa. 
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\^'  ^P'  Q- Fabius  was.  no  fooner  informed,  that  Hanhibsl 
Ill's,  was  let  out  for  Apuiia,  than  he  cAufed  com  to  be 
brought  from  Nola  and  Naples  into  his  camp  at  Sucf- 
fuk}  and  having  fbrdfied  it^  heieft  a  fbfficient  omxk' 
ber  of  troops  in  it  to  guard  it  during  the  winter*  As 
to  himfelf,  he  went  towards  Capua,  and  put  the  wfiole 
countr7  to  fire  and.fwx>rd.  The  inhabttanjts,  who  did 
not  much  rely  upon  their  forces,  quioed  their  walls 
however,  but  did  not  remove  far  from  them,  and 
poilcd  themfcLves  near  the  city  in  a  well  fortified  catap^ 
They  had  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  isad  infantry.  Their 
cavalry  was  better,  for  which  realdn  they  atadc  uie  «f 
it  to  harrafs  the  enemy. 
Liy.xxlii.-  Jubellius  Taupca  Md  the  fixUnmk  cuntogft  the 
4^>  47-  mo£t  diftingui&ed  by  their  birth  and  bravery  in  the 
C^ian  Cavalry  ;  fa  that,  when  he  ierved  in  the  Ro* 
man  armies,  only  the  Roman,  Claudius  Afelhas,  U'as 
capable  of  being  compared  with  him.  .  He  fpurmd  his 
horfe  towards  the  Roman  fquadrons  $  and  lunrin^  long 
(ought  Afellus  with  his  eyes^  as  he  &w  they  weic  di^ 
pofed  to  hear  him,  he  afked  aloud  where  CfaiUdius 
Afellus  was  ?  why  after  £o  many  difputes  in^w^ards 
about  their  braveiy,  did  he  no;  cottx  in  arms;  to  de^ 
cide  the  quarrel  ?  '^  Why  does  not  he  fhew  hiiafetf,** 
faid  the  proud  C^mpanian,  ^^  either  to  gtvie  me  the 
"  glory  of  overcoming  him,  0r  to  acquire. a  glorious 
4«  viftory  himfelf  ?'^  Clcuxdiiu  having  been  infbrfned 
of  this  defiance,  delayed  anfWeriiig^  .only  tili  iie  ha4 
got  the  General's  permilTion  to  accept  it«  He  then 
armed  immediately,  and  advancing  out  of  the  gates  of 
the  camp,  called  Taurea  by  his  name,,  and  cpld  him 
he  was  ready  to  fight  bim  v^re  he  pleafed. 

The  Romans  had  already  quitted  thdr  camp  in  a 
throng  to  fee  this  combat  >  and  on  the  fide  of  the 
Campanians,  not  only  their  intreiK^ments,  but  liie 
walb  of  the  city  were  covered  with  fpedacors :  the 
two  champioAs  then,  after  having  exchanged  Umt 
words  of  defiance,  fell  upon  each  other  lance  in  hand 
But,  as  they  were  In  the  pkiin,  and  couid  nianage 
their  horfes  as  they  would,  they  avoided  each  other's 

ftrokes. 
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ftrokes^  and  the  combat  continued  a  great  while  with-  A.  R.  r^r- 
out  any  wounds  onieither  fide.     The  Campanian  then   A***-  ^• 
^id,  "^  This  will  be  a  combat  of  horfes,  and  not  of     **^' 
^<  men,  unlefs*  we  go  down  into  this  hollow  narrow 
^  way ;  ther e^  as  we  fliall  not  have  room  to  ieparate» 
^  we  may  come  to  xlofe  fight.- '  ;  He  liad  icarce  £ud 
this  but  Claudius  fpuned  his  horfe  into  that  way.  But 
JubeiliuS)  braver  in  words  than  adtions,  •  "  See,  (faid 
^.<  he)  the  Afs  in  the  ditch/'  d  prorerb  then  ufed  ^  and 
immediately  retired  and  difappeared,    Claudius  re- 
turned Into  the  plain,  and  ai'ter  having  rode  round 
feveral  turns  without  finding  his  enemy,  he  r^roach^ 
ed  Jubeltius  with  cawapdiee  as  vidor,  and  went  back 
into  the  camp  in  the  midft  of  the  applaufei  of  the 
whole  Roman  army« 

Both  fides  remained  quiet ;  and  the  Conful  evM 
removed  his  camp  farther  off,  in  order  to  give  the  Cam*- 
panians  time  to  fivw,  and  committed  no  waflet^n 
their  lands,  till  the  corn  was  fufficiendy  grown  for 
forage.  He  then  caufed  it  to  be  cue,  and  earned 
into  nis  camp  at  $ue({ula,  which  he  put  into  a  coyw 
<lit!on  to  ierve  the  troops  for  winter-quarters; 

He  ordered  the  Pno-confoi  Marcelius  to  keep  oeltf 
us  many  ibtdiers  at  Kola,  as  were  necsjQ&ry  to  guaid 
the  place,  and  to  fend  the  reft  to  Rome,  in  order  chat 
they  might  not  be  a  burthen  either  00  the  allies  or  the 
Commonwcakh. 

Semprdnius^  having  led  his^  legions  fiiom  Cumse  t^ 
Luceria  in  Apulia,  fent  the  Praetor  M.  Valerius  frosii 
thence  with  the  army  he  had  at  Luceria,  and  gavelmit 
orders  to  defend  the  coaftof  Sallentum,  topcovide  aii 
things,  and  to  take  all  the  meafures  necefiary  for  bei* 
iftg  well  upon  i»s  guard  againft  PhiUp  King  of  Mac& 
donia. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  campaign,  letoers  anrive^  Liv.  xxfiL 
from  the  two  Scipios,  in  which  they  gave  an  account^*" 

•  This  18  not  entirely  the  fcnfe  of  the  Latin.  The  ufual  fenfe  of. 
Mi  pfO¥«rb  i»  not'  eafy  to  be  applied  Kece.  Taurea,  by  tbe  w^rd 
Caotb^rium,  wluch  conies..l«o<a  imi&bj&',  ais,  aJludei  to  the  Ro^oua'^ 
fir-name«  Aifellus.  « 

of 
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^2^*  s^- of  the  good  fuccefs  of  their  arms  in  Spain  •,  but  th^ 
g^^^\  '  added,  that  the  armies,  both  by  iiea  and  land,  were  in 
want  of  money,    cloaths,  and  proviiions.     That   if 
there  was  no  money  in  the  public  treafury,  tbcy  would 
find  fome  means  to  raife  it  among  the  Spaniards  :  but 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fend  ;them  the  reft 
from  Rome,  without  which  they  mud  npt  rely,  that 
it  was  pofTible  to  prelerve  either  the  arit^y,  or  the  pro- 
vince.    After  thefe  letters  had  been  read,  every  body 
^reed  both  in  refped  to  the  reality  of  the  wants,  and 
the  neceffity  of  providing  for  them  :  but  at  the  fame 
time  they  refieded  on  the  number  of  troops  both  by 
fea  and  land  they  were  to  keep  up,  and  the  new  fleet 
it  would  foon   be  neceflary  to  fit  out,  if  they  were 
obliged  to  make  war  with  Philip^    <'  That  SicUy  and 
Sardinia,  which  paid  tribute  before  the  war,  fcarce 
fupplied  enough  to  fupport  xhe  armies  that  defended 
them.     That  indeed  the  taxes  laid  on  the  Roman 
citizens  and  the  allies  of  Italy,  had  hitherto  fupplied 
.extraordinary  expences  :  but  that  the  number  of  tliofe 
4ipon  whom  this  money  was  raifed,  was  exceedingly 
diminifhed  by  the  lofs  of  the  great  armies,  that  ^ 
been  defeated  at  Thrafymenus  and  Cannse  ;  and  that 
if  the  fmall  number,  that  had  furvived  thofe  defeats, 
ihould  be  overburthened,  it  would  be  entirely  cruih- 
ing  and  deftroying  them  in  a  different  manner.     That 
therefore,  unlefs  the  Commonwealth  could  find  rc- 
fources  in  the  generofity  of  thofe  who  ihould  volun- 
tarily lend  it,  it  was  not  in  a  condition  to  fubfift  by 
the  fums  a£hially  in  its  coffers.   That  the  Prstor  Ful- 
vius  ihould  aifemble  the  People,  *  make  known  to 
them  the  wants  of  the  State,  and  exhort  fuch  of  them 
as  had  acquired  riches  in  theenterprizes  they  had  fhar- 
ed  in,  to  allift  the  Commonwealth  with  what  they  had 
jgained,  not  by  facrificin^  to  it  what  they-  ihould  fo 
advance,  but  by  giving  it  time  to  repay  the  fums,  and 
to  take  upon  them  to  mpply  the  army  in  Spain  widi 

*  Indicandas  populo  publicas  neceflitates,  cohortaiidofiiuey  ^oi  re- 
dempturis  auxiflent  patrimomay  ttt  rdpublicv,  ez  qua  creyiileiit» 
temput  commodarent.    Liv. 
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the  things  it  had  occafion  for,  upon  condition  of  be- A.  R.  537. 
ing reimburfed  firft  of  all,  as  foon  .as  money  ihould  ^"^^'f* 
come  into  the  public  treafury." 

The  Praetor  made  thefe  remonftrances  in  the  fullLiv.xxiu« 
aflembly,  and  fet  the  day,  when  he  would  make  tht^^* 
agreement  with  fuch  as  would  undertake  to  fupply  the 
armies  and  fleet  in  Spain  with  cloaths,  provifions,  and 
the  other  things  they  wanted.  When  the  day  arrived,  , 
nineteen  citizens  came  in  three  companies,  who,  in 
order  to  their  undertaking  this,  demanded  two  condi* 
tions :  the  firft  was,  to  be  exempt  from  ferving  in  the 
troops  as  long  as  this  contraA  mould  fublift  y  the  fe- 
cond,  that  the  Commonwealth  fhould  charge  itfelf  with 
all  the  lofies  which  their  (hips  fhould  luftatn  either 
from  ftorms  or  the  enemy.  Both  being  granted,  they 
accepted  the  conditions.  Thus  the  money  of  private 
perfons  fupplied  all  the  occafions  of  the  publick.  Such 
were  the  manners  of  thefe  happy  times.  •  The  fame 
fpirit  of  generofity  and  love  for  their  country,  equally 
animated  all  orders  of  the  State,  and  infpired  the  whole 
people  with  a  lively.and  ardent  zeal  for  the  fafety  and 
glory  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  contra£tors,  at  leaft  in  the  beginning,  (hewed 
no  lefs  exa£biefs  and  fidelity  in  fupplying  all  that  was 
necefiTary,  than  they  had  courage  and  confidence  in 
taking  it  upon  them  -,  and  the  troops  were  clothed 
and  fubfifted,  as  well  as  they  could  have  been  in  times 
when  the  cofiers  of  the  Commonwealth  were  full. 
When  thefe  convoys  arrived,  Afdrubal,  Mago,  andj^^.^ 
Amilcar  the  fon  of  Bomilcar,  were  befiegrng  the  city 
Illiturgis,  which  had  declared  for  the  Romans.  The 
Scipios  pafled  through  the  midft  of  thefe  three  camps 
with  great  efibrts,  and  a  great  flaughter  of  thofe  who 
endeavoured  to  oppofe  them  t  and  5ter  having  thrown 
into  the  city  of  their  allies  fuch  provifions  as  they  want* 
ed,  and  exhorted  them  to  defend  their  walls  with  the 
fame  courage  they  had  feen  the  Romans  fight  for  their 

*  Hi  mores,  eaaue  caritas  patric  per  omnes  ordineg  velut  tenora 
nao  pertinebat.    hir. 

yot.  HI.  O  o  feryi^e. 
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A.  R.  5S7*  fervice,  they  marched  to  force  Afilrabal^s  csmp^  which 
Ant.  c  ^^  jj^g  ^^f^  confidcrable  of  the  three.  The  two  other 
.    *'^'     Carthaginian  Generak,  feeing  all  at  ftake  here,  march- 
ed immediately  to  his  aid  with  their  two  armies.    Ac- 
cordingly all  having  quitted  their  camps,  there  were 
fixty  thoufand  combatants  againft  the  Romans,  who 
were  only  fixteen  thoufand  men.     However,  the  vic- 
tory was  fo  little  doubtful,  that  the  Romans  killtd 
more  of  the  enemy,   than  they  had  foldiers  in  their 
army,  took   three  thoufand  prifoners,  with  fifty-nine 
cnfigns.     Befides  this,  five  elephants  were  killed,  and 
the  conquerors  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  thiec 
camps.    . 

The  Carthaginians  being  obliged  to  abandon  lUitur* 
gis,  went  to  reduce  Intibili,  after  having  recruited 
their  armies  with  the  fubjcfts  of  the  province,  who 
were  always   ready  to  Hit,  provided  there  was  any 
thing  to  be  got  in  war  i  beudes  which  the  country  at 
that  time  abounded  with  young  men.     On  this  occar 
fion  there  was  another  battle  with  the  fame  fiicce6  as 
the  former.   The  Carthaginians  loft  thirteen  thoulan4 
men  in   the  a£bion ;  and  above  two  thoufand  weae 
taken,   with  forty-two  enfigns,  and  nine  elephants. 
At  this  time  almoft  all  the  States  of  Spain  went  over 
to  the  Romans ;  and  this  year  much  greater  aftions 
paflcd  in  that  province,  than  in  Italy. 
, .     ^j^,      As  foon  as  Hanno  returned  from  Campania  into  the 
t!^'       '  country  of  the  Bruttii,  with  the  advice  and  afliftance 
of  the   natives,  he  endeavoured  to  bring  over  the 
Grecian  cities  that  continued  to  adhere  to  the  Romans. 
The  Bruttii,  who  had   flattered  themfelves  with  the 
hopes  of  plundering  Locri  and  Rhegium,  not  Iktisfied 
with  being  difappointed,  went  with  dieir  own  forces  to 
Ibid. «,  3.  befiege  Croton,  intending  to  carry  that  city,  and "  to 
-     make  themfelves  mafters  of  it  in  their  own  naoie. 
Croton  had  formerly  been  a  powerful  city  :  but  fincc 
the  wars  of  Pyrrhus,  it  was  much  fallen,  from  its  an- 
ticnt  opulence.     Six  miles  from  the  place  wafi  the 
celebrated  temple  of  Juno  Lacinia,  more  famous  than 
the  city  itfelf,  and  for.  which  all  the  people  had  an 

•  '    atremc 
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extreme  veneration.  Amongft  abundance  of  other  ^^^- 537* 
riches,  there  was  in  it  a  jpillar  of  mafly  gold,  Thcfe  ^/^^  * 
riches,  as  well  as  thofe  or  the  city,  were  a  great  allure* 
ment  to  the  Bruttii ;  and  the  difcord  between  the  in- 
habitants Rave  them  hopes  that  their  enterprize  would 
be  fuccefsful.  At  Croton,  as  in  almoft  dl  the  other 
cities  of  Italy,  the  Senate  continued  faithful  to  the 
Romans,  and  the  multitude  was  inclined  to  make 
an  alliance  with  the  Carthaginians.  The  People  hav- 
ing delivered  up  the  town  to  the  Bruttii,  the  principal 
perfons  of  Croton  retired  into  the  citadel,  which  was 
very  ftrong.  The  Bruttii,  concluding  that  they  could 
not  take  it  by  force,  had  recourfe  to  Hanno,  who 
prevailed  upon  the  befieged  to  confent  to  be  tranfport- 
ed  to  Locri, 

The  Romans  and  Carthaginians,  who  were  then  in 
Apulia,  did  not  continue  quiet,  even  during  the  win- 
ter. The  Conful  Sempronius  was  incamped  at  Luce- 
ria,  and  Hannibal  not  far  fix)m  Atpi«  According  as 
either  fide  found  occafion,  fkirmiihes  pafled  frequently 
enough,  in  efFedb  of  which  the  Romans  became  more 
warlike  every  day,  and  at  the  lame  time  more  prudent, 
in  avoiding  all  ambufcades  that  might  be  laid  for 
them. 


End  of  the  Third  Volvmx. 
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